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BDITOR'S   PRKFACB. 


>^         Op  the  present  volume  it  will  be  sufficient  to  inform  tli 
:^  reader  that  it  contains  Six  Chronicles,  all  relating  to  the 

history  of  this  country  before  the  Norman  Conquest,  and 
all  of  essential  importance  to  those  who  like  to  study  history 
in  the  very  words  of  contemporary  writers. 

We  will  at  once  proceed  to  enumerate  them  S(>verally. 

Chap.  I— ETHEL  WEED'S  CHRONICLE. 

The  short  chronicle,  which  passes  under  the  name  oi 
Ethelwerd,  contains  few  facts  which  are  not  found  in  the 
Saxon  Chronicle  its  precursor.  Of  the  author  we  know  no 
more  than  he  has  told  us  in  his  work.  '^  Malmesbury  calls 
him  '  noble  and  magnificent'  with  reference  to  his  rank  ;  for 
he  was  descended  from  king  Alfred  :  but  he  forgets  his  pecu- 
liar praise — ^that  of  being  the  only  Latin  histonan  for  Uvq 
centuries  ;  though,  like  Xenophon,  Caesar,  and  Alfred,  ht 
^vielded  the  sword  as  much  as  the  pen."* 

Ethelwerd  dedicated  his  work  to,  and  indeed  ^vrote  it  for 
'  the  use  of  his  relation  Matilda,  daughter  of  Otho  the  Great, 
emperor  of  Germany,  by  his  first  empress  Edgitha  or 
Editha ;  who  is  mentioned  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  a.d. 
925,  though  not  by  name,  as  given  to  Otho  by  her  brother, 
king  Athelstan.  Ethelwerd  adds,  in  his  epistle  to  Matilda, 
that  Athelstan  sent  two  sisters,  in  order  that  the  ezi4)eror 
might  take  his  choice  ;  and  that  he  preferred  the  mother  of 
Matilda. 

The  chronology  of  Ethelwerd  is  occasionally  a  year  or  twc 
at  variance  wiUi  other  authorities.     The  ream  will  b^ 

*  logmn,  p.  Yui  oota 
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guided  in  reckoning  the  dates,  not  by  the  heading  of  each 
paragraph,  A.D.  891,  975,  &c.,  but  by  the  actual  words  of  the 
author  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  text. 

I  have  translated  this  short  chronicle  from  the  original 
text  as  well  as  I  was  able,  and  as  closely  as  could  be  to  the 
author's  text ;  but  I  am  by  no  means  certain  of  having  always 
succeeded  in  hitting  on  his  true  meaning,  for  such  is  the  ex  • 
traordinary  barbarism  of  the  style,  that  I  believe  many  an 
ancient  Latin  classic,  if  he  could  rise  from  his  grave,  would 
attempt  in  vain  to  interpret  it. 


Chap.  II.—ASSER'S  LIFE  OF  ALFRED. 

This  work  is  ascribed,  on  its  own  internal  authority,  to 
Asser,  who  is  said  to  have  been  bishop  of  St.  David's, 
of  Sherborne  or  of  Exeter,  in  the  time  of  king  Alfred. 
Though  most  of  the  public  events  recorded  in  this  book 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  yet  for  many 
interesting  circumstances  in  the  life  of  our  great  Saxon 
king  we  are  indebted  to  this  biography  alone.  But,  as  if  no 
part  of  history  is  ever  to  be  free  from  suspicion,  or  from 
difficulty,  a  doubt  has  been  raised  concerning  the  authenticity 
of  this  work.*  There  is  also  another  short  treatise  called  the 
Annals  of  Asser,  or  the  Chronicle  of  St.  Neot,  different  from 
the  present :  it  is  published  in  vol.  iii.  of  Gale  and  FelFs 
Collection  of  Historians.  And  it  has  been  suspected  by  a 
living  writer  that  both  of  these  works  are  to  be  looked  upon 
as  compilations  of  a  later  date.  The  arguments  upon  which 
this  opinion  is  founded  are  drawn  principally  from  the  ab- 
rupt and  incoherent  character  of  the  work  before  us.  But 
we  have  neither  time  nor  space  to  enter  further  into  tliis 
question.  As  the  work  has  been  edited  by  Petrie,  so  has  it 
been  here  translated,  and  the  reader,  taking  it  upon  its  own 
merits,  will  find  therein  much  of  interest  about  our  glorious 
king,  concerning  whom  he  will  lament  with  me  that  all  we 
know  is  so  little,  so  unsatisfying. 

*  S«e  Wright's  Biographia  Literaria  Anglo-Sazonica,  p.  405.  Dr.  Lin- 
gard,  lh>we?«r,  in  his  recent  work  on  the  Histoxy  and  Antiauities  of  tbs 
Anglo-Saxon  Church,  vol.  11  pp.  424—428,  has  replied  to  Mr.  Wrights 
•bf«cCioD%  and  lindicated  the  authenticity  of  Asser'n  Life. 
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CiULP.  ni^— GILDAS. 

Or  Gfldas,  tne  supposed  author  of  the  third  work  con- 
tained in  thia  Tolnme,  little  or  nothing  is  known.     Mr.  Ste- 
venson, in  the  prefieu^e  to  his  edition  of  the  original  Latiii, 
lately  published  bj  the  English  Historical  Sodetyy  sajs  : 
<<  We  are  unable  to  speak  with  certainty  as  to  his  parentage, 
his  country,  or  even  his  name,  the  period  when  he  lired,  or 
the  works  of  which  he  was  the  author."     Such  a  statement 
is  surely  sufficient  to  excuse  us  at  present  from  saying  more 
on  the  sutrject,  than  that  he  is  supposed  to  have  lived,  and  to 
have  written  what  remains  under  his  name,  during  some  part 
of  the  sixth  century.     There  are  two  legends*  of  the  life  of 
St.  Gildas,  as  he  is  termed,  but  both  of  them  abound  with 
such  absurdities  that  they  scarcely  deserve  to  be  noticed  in 
a  serious  history.     Of  the  present  translation,  the  first  or 
historic  half  is  entirely  new  ;  in  the  rest,  consisting  almost 
entirety  of  texts  from  Scripture,  the  translator  has  thought  it 
quite  sufficient  to  follow  the  old  translation  of  Habington, 
correcting  whatever  errorb  he  could  detect,   and  in  some 
degree  relieving  the  quaint  and  obsolete  character  of  the 
language.     It  has  been  remarked  by  Polydore  Virgil,  that 
Gildas  quotes  no  other  book  but  the  Bible  ;  and  it  may  be 
added,  that  his  quotations  are  in  other  words  than  those  of 
the  Vulgate  or  conmion  authorized  translation.     The  title  of 
the  old  translation  is  as  follows :  '*  The  Epistle  of  Gildas  the 
most  ancient  British  Author  :  who  flourished  in  the  yeere 
of  our  Lord,  546.     And  who  by  his  great  erudition,  sanc- 
titie,  and  wisdome,  acquired  the  name  of  Sapiens,    FaithfuUy 
translated  out  of  the  originall  liatine."   London,  12mo.  1638. 

Chap.  IV.— NENNIUS. 

The  History  of  the  Britons,  which  occupies  the  fourth 
place  in  this  volume  is  generally  ascribed  to  Nennius,  but 
so  little  is  known  about  the  author,  that  we  have  hardly  any 
information  handed  down  to  us  respecting  him  except  this 
mention  of  hb  name.  It  is  also  far  from  certain  at  what 
pi^riod  the  history  was  written,  and  the  difTerence  is  no  less 
than  a  period  of  two  hundred  years,   some  assigning  the 

*  Both  these  works  are  given  in  the  appendii  to  the  editor's  **  History 
ot  tho  Andent  Britonf.** 
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work  to  seven  hundred  and  ninetj-fiz,  and  others  to  nine 
hundred^  Sknd  mne^^ftmr: — Ths  recent  inquiries  of  Mr. 
Stevenson,  to  be  found  in  the  Preface  to  his  new  edition  of 
the  original  Latin,  render  it  unnecessary  at  present  to  delay 
the  readei^s  attention  from  the  work  itself.  The  present  trans- 
lation is  substantially  that  of  the  Rev.  W.  6unn,  published 
with  the  Latin  original  in  1819,  under  the  following  title : 
*^  The  *  Historia  Britonum,'  conunonly  attributed  to  Nennius ; 
from  a  manuscript  lately  discovered  in  the  library  of  the 
Vatican  Palace  at  Rome :  edited  in  the  tenth  century,  by 
Mark  the  Hermit ;  with  an  English  version,  fac-simile  of  the 
original,  notes  and  illustrations.''  The  kindness  of  that  gentle- 
man has  enabled  the  present  editor  to  reprint  the  whole,  with 
only  a  few  corrections  of  slight  errata,  which  inadvertency 
alone  had  occasioned,  together  with  the  two  prologues  and 
several  pages  of  genealogies,  which  did  not  occur  in  the 
MS.  used  by  that  gentleman. 

Chap.  V.— GEOFFREY  OF  MONMOUTH. 

Geoffbet,  sumamed  of  Monmouth,  is  celebrated  in  English 
literature  as  the  author,  or  at  least  the  translator,  of  Historia 
Britonum^  a  work  from  which  nearly  all  our  great  vernacu- 
.  lar  poets  have  drawn  the  materials  for  some  of  their  noblest 
works  of  fiction  and  characters  of  romance.  He  lived  in 
the  early  part  of  the  twelfth  century,  and  in  the  year  1152 
was  raised  to  the  bishopric  of  St  A»aph. 

The  first  of  his  writings,  in  point  of  time,  was  a  Latin 
translation  of  the  Prophecies  of  Merlin,  which  he  undertook 
at  the  request  of  Alexander  bishop  of  Lincoln.  His  next 
work  was  that  on  which  his  fame  principally  rests,  the  J^- 
toria  Britonum,  dedicated  to  Robert,  duke  of  Gloucester, 
who  died  in  1147.  Lito  this  second  work  he  inserted  the 
Latin  translation  above-mentioned,  which  now  appears  as 
the  seventh  book  of  Historia  Britonum,  A  third  composi- 
tion has  also  been  ascribed  to  Geoffrey,  entitled  Vita  MerUniy 
In  Latin  hexameter  verse :  but  the  internal  evidence  which  it 
affords,  plainly  proves  that  it  is  the  work  of  a  different  author. 

Although  the  list  of  our  Chroniders  ouiy  be  considered 
■8  onnplete,  without  the  addition  of  this  work,  yet  we 
hafe  thought  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  our  series  ftr  many 
reasons.     It  is  not  for  historical  accuracy  that  Uie  book  b^ 
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Care  os  is  valuable ;  far  thagreat  mass  of  scholan  have  oome  . 
lo  tne  decided  oonviction  tbtt  it  is  full  of  fables.    But  it  isC 
the  fomaiitic  character  which  penrades  the  narrative,  together  I 
with  its  acknowledged  antiquity,  which  make  it  de^rable 
that  the  book  should  not  sink  into  oblivion.     Those  who 
denre  to  possess  it  as  a  venerable  relic  of  an  early  age,  will  now 
have  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  wish ;  whilst  others, 
who  despise  it  as  valueless,  in  their  researches  after  historic 
truth,  may,  nevertheless,  find  some  little  pleasure  in  the  tales  i/ 
of  imagination  which  it  contains. 

The  value  of  this  work  is  best  evinced  by  the  attention 
which  was  paid  to  it  for  many  centuries  ;  Henry  of  Hunt- 
ingdon made  an  abstract  of  i1^  which  he  subjoined  as  an 
appendix  to  his  history:  and  Alfred  of  Beverley,  a  later 
writer,  in  his  alnridgment  of  this  work  which  still  exists, 
has  omitted  Greofirey's  name,  though  he  calls  the  author  of 
the  original,  Britannicus. 

An  English  translation  of  the  work  was  first  published  by 
Aaron  Thompson,  of  Queen's  Collie,  Oxford,  fSvo.  Lond. 
1718,]  and  lately  revised  and  reprinted  by  the  editor  of  this 
volume.  [8vo.  Lond.  1842.]  A  long  preface  is  prefixed  to 
that  translation,  wherein  &e  author  endeavoured  to  prove 
Geoffirey  of  Monmouth  to  be  a  more  faithful  historian  than 
he  is  generally  considered  to  be.  His  words  are  as  follow  : 
— "  I  am  not  unsensible  that  I  expose  myself  to  the  censures 
of  some  persons,  by  publishing  this  translation  of  a  book, 
which  they  think  had  better  been  suppressed  and  buried  in 
oblivion,  as  being  at  present  generally  exploded  for  a  ground- 
less and  fabulous  story,  such  as  our  modem  historians  think 
not  worthy  relating,  or  at  least  mention  with  contempt.  And 
though  it  is  true,  several  men,  and  those  of  learning  too, 
censure  this  book  who  have  but  little  considered  it,  and 
whose  studies  no  ways  qualify  them  to  judge  of  it ;  yet,  1 
own  this  consideration  has  for  a  long  time  deterred  me  from 
publishing  it :  and  I  should  not  at  last  have  been  able  to 
surmount  this  difficulty,  without  the  importunity  and  en- 
couragement of  others,  to  whom  I  owe  a  singular  r^;ard.  I 
had  indeed  before  I  entered  upon  the  work  perused  the  prin- 
cipal writers  both  for  and  against  this  history,  the  effect  of 
which  upon  my  own  judgment^  as  to  the  swaying  it  to  the 
one  side  more  than  the  other,  was  but  very  small}  and  I 
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must  confess,  that  I  find  the  most  learned  antiquaries  the 
most  modest  in  their  opinions  concerning  it,  and  that  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  piece  of  great  rashness,  to  judge  peremptorily 
upon  a  matter,  whereof  at  this  great  distance  of  time  there 
are  no  competent  witnesses  on  either  side.  At  least  I  can- 
not but  think  it  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  publishing  this 
book,  to  consider  only,  that  though  it  seems  to  suffer  under  a 
general  prejudice  at  present,  yet  it  has  not  long  done  so ; 
but  that  upon  its  first  appearing  in  the  world,  it  met  with 
a  universal  approbation,  and  that  too,  from  those  who  had 
better  opportunities  of  examining  the  truth  of  it,  as  there 
were  then  more  monuments  extant,  and  the  traditions  more 
fresh  and  uncorrupted  concerning  the  ancient  British  affairs, 
than  any  critics  of  the  present  age  can  pretend  to ;  that  it 
had  no  adversary  before  William  of  Newburgh  about  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Richard  the  First,  whose  virulent  invec- 
tive against  it,  we  are  told,  proceeded  firom  a  revenge  he 
thought  he  owed  the  Welsh  for  an  affront  they  had  given 
him  ;  that  his  opposition  was  far  from  shaking  the  credit  of 
it  with  our  succe^ng  historians,  who  have,  most  of  them, 
till  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  confirmed  it  with  their 
testimonies,  and  copied  after  it,  as  often  as  they  had  occasion 
to  treat  of  the  same  affairs  :  that  its  authority  was  allied  by 
king  Edward  the  First  and  all  the  nobility  of  the  kingdom, 
in  a  controversy  of  the  greatest  importance,  before  Boniface 
the  Eighth  ;  that  even  in  this  learned  age,  that  is  so  indus- 
trious to  detect  any  impostures,  which  through  the  credulity 
of  former  times  had  passed  upon  the  world,  the  arguments 
against  this  history  are  not  thought  so  convincing,  but  that 
several  men  of  equal  reputation  for  learning  and  judgment 
with  its  adversaries,  have  written  in  favour  of  it ;  that  very 
few  have  nt  last  spoken  decisively  against  it,  or  absolutely 
condemned  it ;  and  that  it  is  still  most  frequently  quoted  by 
our  most  learned  historians  and  antiquaries.  All  these  con- 
siderations, I  say,  if  they  do  not  amount  to  an  apology  for  the 
history  itself,  show  at  least  that  it  deserves  to  be  better 
known  than  at  present  it  is  ;  which  is  sufficient  to  justify  my 
undertaking  the  publishing  of  it." 

It  is  unnecessary  in  the  present  day  to  prove  that  king 

^  Brute  is  a  shadowy  personage,  who  never  existed  but  in  the 

refnons  of  romance  :  but  as  the  reader  may  justly  ex^iect  to 
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Und  in  this  place  somo  account  of  the  controrenj  which  has 
existed  respecting  this  work,  the  following  remarks  will  not 
be  deemed  inappropriate.  There  seems  no  good  reason  for 
supposing  that  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  intended  to  deceiye 
the  world  respecting  the  history  of  which  he  professed  to  bci 
the  translator  ;  and  it  may  he  readily  conceived  that  he  did 
no  more  than  fulfil  the  task  which  he  had  undertaken, 
of  rendering  the  hook  into  Latin  out  of  the  original  language. 
But  those  who,  even  as  late  as  the  heginning  of  the  last 
century,  supported  the  authenticity  of  the  history,  have 
grounded  their  opinions  on  such  arguments  as  the  following : — 

1.  That,  upon  its  first  appearance  in  the  world,  the  hook 
met  with  universal  approbation,  and  that  too  firom  those  who 
had  better  opportunities  of  examining  the  truth  of  it,  as 
there  were  then  more  monuments  extant,  and  the  traditions 
were  more  fresh  and  uncorrupted,  concerning  the  ancient 
British  affairs,  than  any  critics  of  the  present  age  can  pre- 
tend to. 

2.  That  except  William  of  Newburgh,  about  the  end  o'. 
the  reign  of  Richard  I,  it  met  with  no  opponents  even  down 
to  the  seventeenth  century,  but  was,  on  the  contrary,  quoted 
by  all,  in  particular  by  Edward  I,  in  a  controversy  before 
Boniface  the  Eighth. 

3.  That  we  see  in  this  history  the  traces  of  venerable 
antiquity. 

4.  That  the  story  of  Brute,  and  the  descent  of  the  Britons 
firom  the  Trojans,  was  universally  allowed  by  Giraldus  Cam- 
brensis  and  others,  and  was  opposed  for  the  first  time  by  j 
John  of  Wethamstede,  [Nicolson's  Eng.  Hist.  Lit  2nd  ed. 
p.  1,  c.  v.]  who  lived  in  the  15th  century :  that  Polydore 
Virgil's  contempt  for  it  proceeded  from  his  wish  to  preserve 
unimpaired  the  glory  of  the  Romans,  and  Buchanan's  observ- 
ations betray  his  ignorance  of  the  story. 

5.  That  Lelan^  who  lived  under  Henry  the  Eighth, 
Humphrey  Lhwyd,  Sir  John  Price,  Dr.  Caius,  Dr.  Powel, 
and  others,  have  supported  the  story  of  Brute,  etc 

Such  arguments  may  have  satisfied  the  credulous  students 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  but  the  more  enlightened  criti- 
cism of  the  present  day  will  no  longer  listen  to  them.  It 
may  not,  however,  be  uninteresting  to  hear  the  account  which 
Thompson,  the  English  translator  gives  of  this  work,  which 
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in  his  own  words,  and  with  his  additional  remarks  upon  it, 
is  as  follows  : — "  The  story,  as  collected  from  himself,  Leland, 
Bale,  and  Pitts,  is  that  Walter  Mapes,  alias  Calenius,  arch- 
deacon of  Oxford,  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I, 
and  of  whom  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  and  other  historians  as 
well  as  Greo€&^y  himself,  make  honourable  mention,  being  a 
man  very  curious  in  the  study  of  antiquity,  and  a  diligent 
searcher  into  ancient  libraries,  and  especially  after  the  works 
of  ancient  authors,  happened  while  he  was  in  Annorica  to 
light  upon  a  History  of  Britain,  written  in  th6  British 
tongue,  and  carrying  marks  of  great  antiquity.  And  being 
overjoyed  at  it,  as  if  he  had  found  a  vast  treasure,  he  in  a 
short  time  after  came  over  to  England  ;  where  inquiring  for  a 
proper  person  to  translate  this  curious  but  hitherto  unknown 
book,  he  very  opportunely  met  with  Greofirey  of  Monmouth,  ^ 
»  man  profoundly  versed  in  the  history  and  antiquities  of 
jBritain,  exceUentiy  skilled  in  the  British  tongue,  and  withal 
/(considering  the  time,)  an  elegant  writer  both  in  verse  and 
prose  ;  and  so  recommended  this  task  to  him.  Accordingly, 
Geoffrey,  being  incredibly  delighted  with  this  ancient  book, 
undertook  the  translating  of  it  into  Latin,  which  he  performed, 
with  great  diligence,  approving  himself,  according  to  Matthew 
Paris,  a  faithful  translator.  At  first  he  divided  it  into  four 
books,  written  in  a  plain  simple  style,  and  dedicated  it  to 
Robert,  earl  of  Gloucester,  a  copy  whereof  is  said*  to  be  at 
Bennet  College,  in  Cambridge,  which  was  never  yet  pub- 
lished ;  but  afi^:wards  he  made  some  alterations  and  divided 
it  into  eight  books,  to  which  he  added  the  book  of  Merlin's 
Prophecies,  which  he  had  also  translated  from  British  verse 
into  Latin  prose,  prefixing  to  it  a  preface,  and  a  letter 
to  Alexander,  bbhop  of  Lincoln.  A  great  many  fabulous 
and  trifiing  stories  are  inserted  in  the  history  :  but  that  was 
not  his  fault ;  his  business  as  a  translator  was  to  deliver 
them  faithfully  such  as  they  were,  and  leave  them  to  the 
judgment  of  the  learned  to  be  dbcussed. 

"  To  prove  tiie  truth  of  this  relation,  and  to  answer  at 
once  all  objections  against  Greofirey's  integrity,  one  needs  no 
other  argument  thaa  an  assurance  that  the  original  manuscript 
which  Geofirey  translated,  of  whose  antiquity  the  curiouR 
are  able  to  judge  in  a  great  measure  by  the  character,  or  any 

«  See  Pitts  and  Yoas. 
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ancieat  and  authentic  copy  of  it,  is  jet  extant.  And  in« 
deed,  archbishop  Usher*  mentions  an  old  Welsh  Chronicle/^ 
in  iih&  Cottonian  librarj,  that  formerly  was  in  the  possession 
of  that  learned  antiquary,  Humphrey  Lhwyd,  which  he  says 
is  thought  to  be  that  which  Gofi&ey  translated.  But  if  that 
be  the  original  manuscript,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
Greoffrey  was  not  merely  a  translator,  but  made  some  addi-/^ 
tions  of  his  own  :  since,  as  that  most  learned  prelate  informs 
OS,  the  account  that  we  have  in  this  History  of  the  British 
Flamens,  and  Archflamens,  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  it. 
But  besides  this,  there  are  several  copies  of  it  in  the  Welsh 
tongue,  mentioned  by  the  late  ingenious  and  learned  Mr. 
Lhwyd  in  his  '  Archaeologia  Britannica.'  And  I  myself 
have  met  with  a  manuscript  history  of  our  British  affairs^ 
written  above  a  hundred  years  ago  by  Mr.  John  Lewis,  and 
shortly  to  be  published,  wherein  the  author  says,  that  he  had 
the  original  of  the  British  History  in  parchment  written  in 
the  British  tongue  before  Greofi&ey's  time,  as  he  concludes 
firom  this  circumstance,  that  in  his  book  Geoffrey's  preface  was 
wanting,  and  the  preface  to  his  book  was  the  second  chapter 
of  that  published  by  Geofirey.  My  ignorance  of  the  Welsh 
tongue  renders  me  unqualified  for  making  any  search  into 
these  matters ;  and  though  the  search  should  be  attended  with 
never  so  much  satisfaction,  to  those  who  are  able  to  judge  of 
the  antiquity  of  manuscripts,  yet  to  the  generality  of  readers, 
other  arguments  would  perhaps  be  more  convincing.*' 

The  passages  which  we  have  here  quoted  at  length,  will 
give  the  reader  the  most  ample  information  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  question,  and  it  only  remains  to  inform  the 
reader  what  is  my  own  opinion  on  this  long-agitated  literary 
controversy. 

To  those  who  have  read  the  plain  and  simple  statements    / 
of  Julius  Caesar  and  the  other  classic  historians  who  have    ' 
described  the  early  state  of  Britain,  it  will  be  morally  certain  f 
that  all  such  accounts  as  we  have  in  Greoffirey  of  Monmouth  / 
are  purely  fabulous.     The  uncertainty  of  eveiy  tiling,  save  / 
the  bare  fact,  connected  with  the  siege  of  Troy,  is  so  great, 
that  to  connect  its  fortunes  with  those  of  a  distant  and  at 
that  time  unheard-of  island  like  Britain,  can  be  admissiUe 
only  in  the  pages  of  romance.     But  in  the  latter  part  of  tht 

*  Brit.  Eod.  Ffini.  cap.  5. 
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work  wlni*h  contains  the  history  of  Britain,  during  its  coir 
quest  by  the  Saxons,  we  may  possibly  find  the  germs  Oa 
facts  unnoticed  elsewhere. 

This  view  does  not  militate  against  the  veracity  of  Geoffrey, 
who  professes  to  have  translated  from  an  -original  in  the 
British  language,  but  whether  any  manuscript  copy  of  this 
original  now  exists,  is  a  point  which  has  not  been  satisfac- 
torily ascertained.  In  1811,  the  Rev.  Peter  Roberts  pub- 
lished the  Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  translated  from 
Welsh  manuscripts,  and  being  in  substance  almost  identically 
the  same  as  G-eoffrey's  History  of  the  Britons, — but  it  is  most 
likely  that  these  Welsh  MSS.,  which  are  all  comparatively 
modem,  are  themselves  re-translations  from  the  Latin  ot 
Geoffrey. 

If  no  other  arguments  could  be  adduced  to  prove  the  utter 
incredibility  of  the  earlier  parts  of  this  history,  the  following 
',  Chronological  Table  would  furnish  quite  sufficient  arguments 
I  to  establish  it,  by  the  extraordinary  anachronisms  which  it  con« 
tains.   For  instance,  between  the  reigns  of  Brutus  and  Leil,  is 
an  interval  of  156  years  ;  and  yet  Geoffrey  makes  the  capture 
of  the  ark  contemporaneous  with  the  reign  of  Brutus,  and 
the  building  of  Solomon's  temple  with  that  of  LeiL     Now 
the  interval  between  these  two  events  cannot  by  any  possi- 
bility be  extended  beyond  eighty  years.     It  is,   moreover, 
impossible  to  bring  the  chronology  of  the  British  kings  them- 
\  selves  into  harmony  with  the  dates  before  Christ,  as  there 
'  is  no  mention  made  of  the  exact  interval  between  the  taking 
•  of  Troy  and  Brutus's  landing  in  Britain. 

Geoffrey  inscribes  his  work  to  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucestefi 
son  of  Henry  the  Second. 

GENEALOGICAL   SUMKART. 
Latiwus 

Z^  MneoM  zz  l*j»viniii         ( ) 

I 

Asoinius 

Sylvius  »        (Niece  of  tavinia).  1.  3. 

Pandrasos         I 

Ignoge  =  1.  Bnitus  at  the  age  of  !.'(  ki]\s  hn  father.  (I.  3.)  Reign»  tventi • 

I  four  years.    (II.  i.) 

At  this  tune  Eli  governwd  Israel,  and  the  aik  ir  ts  taktm  b) 
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the  Philiftmes,  and  the  soni  of  Hector  relsned  in  Trot 
and  Sjlfiua  JBneas,  uncle  of  Brutua,  in  Itafy.    (I.  17.) 


■Mli 


CorinittB        Albanact  Kamber  11.  1. 

i.  Lbcrin  ZZ  8.  Gneodoloena  (  Lociin  by  Eatrilda  haa  Sabre,  who  bciiij; 


I.  10  yre. 


15  yean.  <     drowned  in  the  Severi,  gives  naime  to 
(     that  liver. 


4.  Maddan.  II.  6.  S  At  Uiii  time  Samuel  gOTernad  Israel,  an: 

40  yn,  I      Homer  flouriihed. 


6.  Memprieiui  Malim  €  Saul  reigns  in  Judaa,  Euiystheus  in  Laje- 

30  yrs.  {     daemon. 

6.  Ebmuais  (  j^  David— Sylvius  Latinus— Gad—  .  - 
(orCO,9«4m,ll.7,«)          (     t^*nd  Asaph. 

7.  Brutus  1 1.,  12  yrs.  and  19  other  sons  and  SO  daughters,  II.  8. 

8.  Leil  i  Solomon — Queen  of  Sheba — Sylvius  £pi* 

25  yrs.  (     tus. 

8.  Hudibras  Capys^Haggai — Amoa— Joel — Aiariah. 

88  yrs. 


10.  Bladud  BUjah. 

20  yrs.  II.  10. 

11.  Lair 

60 yrs.  II.  II. 


/^ 


I 


^ 


1 2.  GuiMirilla  ^  MagUiunuSy   Reagan  =:  Henuinus,  Cordeilla  =  Agiinipjuus 
5y».       I        D.of  I        D.  of  K  of 

I      Albania.  I    Cornwall.  («aul. 

Mariurati  13.  Cunedagius  (Isaiah — Iloacu — Romcbu.i* 

S3  yn.        I     by  Rnuulusand  lUtrw-s 


14.  Rlfallo 


I 


17.  Jitfn 


16.  SWina        17.  4iig« 


mri 
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18.  Kinroarcui 

i9.  Goibogudo  zz,  Widen 


I 


Pomm 


Longdfii  wait. 


M  length  ftrose  Dunwallo  Molmutiua,  aon  of  Cloten,  king  o£ 

Cvnwall.  II.  17. 

20.  Dunwallo  Molmutiut  ZZ  Conwenna 
40yis.  I 


<21.  BelinoB 
5  yn.  in  concert  with  Brennlna 

22.  Guigiimt  Biabtruc.  III.  1 1. 

23.  Guithelin  = 

24.  SisiUius 


Brennllii 


25.  Kimania 


26.  DanioB  =  Tanguttela 
27.  Morridof 


28.  Goibonian    29.  Arthgallo    80.  Eiidure    31.  Vigeniut    32.  Peredure 

Arthgallo  was  deposed  in  fovour  of  EUidure,  who,  after  a 
reign  of  fire  yean,  reitored  hn  brother,  who  reigned  10 
yean  afterwards.  Elidure  then  reigned  a  lecoiid  time 
but  was  deposed  by  Vigenius  and  Peredure  :  after  whose 
deaths  he  reigned  a  th&d  time. 
33.  Gh)rbonian's  I 


ion.  III.  19. 


34.  Margan 


86.  Enniaunus 


36.  Idwallo    87.  Boniio 


40.  CoflliM 
48.  Fulgenius 


88.  Genmtius 

89.  Catellus 
41.  Porrex 


42.  Cheite 


44.  EldadiM 


45.  AndfBgitu 

I 
46.  Ufiin-if 
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47.  EUnd     48.  CI«daiicus     49.  CletonuB     50.  Gmgintiui     5].Meria»us 
52.  Bleduno        53.  Cap        54.  Oenos        55.  Sinlliio 


56,  Bl«gabred  57.  Arthmail 

S8.  Eldol    59.  Redion    60.  Rederchhis    61.  Samoi^/cninel    €2.  Vk 

6S.C^poir  III.  19. 
64.  Cligudllui 

64.Heli 

. -f ^ 

66.  Lud.  III.  20     67.  Caasibellaun  Nennioi 

Canr*i  invation  tooh  place  during  Caaubellaun'i  reiga. 

68.  Tenuantius 

I  (  Jesus  Christ  is  bom  in  the 

6ft.  K^mnbelinos  <     reign  of  Kjrmbelinus  m 

I  f      Cjrmbeline. 

I  Claudius 

I 


79.  Gidderius  71  •  Arviragus  z=  Genuiasa 

72.  Marius 

73.  Coillus 

74.  Lucius  IV.  19. 
Lucius  embraces  Christianity :  he  dies,  a«d.  156. 

75.  Sererus 

76.  Bassianus  or  Caracalla 

77.  Carausius,  V.  3.        78.  Allectos 
79.  .%sclepiodotus  80.  Coel 

Helena  =z  81  Constantiwi 
I         r.  U  jrrs. 

82.  Constantine,  emperor  of  Rainc 

33.  Oetavius  assumes  the  crown  of  Britain. 

(Danghter)  =  84.  Mazimian^  V.  \U 
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85.  Gratian  Municeps 

At  thii  time  the  Picts  and  Scots  harass  the  Britons,  who  appl>  to  the 

Romans* 

86.  Constantine,  prince  of  Armorica,  comes  to  assist  the  Britons 

I 

I  '  I 

87.  Ck>nstans    89.  Aurelius  Ambrosius    90.  Utherpendragon  zz  Igema 


VIII.  2.  VIII.  17. 

88.  Vortigem  usurps  the  throne  (VI.  9)  and  calls  in  the 

Saxons. 

..A 


Vlll.  19, 


90.  Arthur  IX.  1.         Anne 


King  Arthur  dies,  a.d.  542  (XI.  8.) 
92.  Constantine    93.  Aurelius  Conan    94.  Wortiporius    95.  Malgo 
96.  Careticus        97.  Cadwan 

. .  I 

Peanda  (sister)  z:  98.  Cadwallo 

99.  Cadwallader 

Cadwallader  goes  to  Rome,  where  he  is  confirmed  in  the  faith  of  Christ  bj 

pope  Sergius,  and  dies  a.  d,  689. 


Chap.  VI.— RICHARD   OF   CIRENCESTER. 

The  supposed  chronicle  of  Richard  of  (llirencester  was  first 
brought  before  the  public  by  Charles  Julius  Bertram, 
Professor  of  the  English  Language  in  the  Royal  Marine 
Academy,  at  Copenhagen,  in  the  year  1757. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  volume,  it  has  been  con- 
clusively proved  to  be  a  modern  forgery.  The  editor's 
remarks  on  that  portion  of  the  volume  are  therefore 
omitted,  though  the  document  is  retained  on  the  supposition 
that  it  may  be  convenient  to  some  readers  to  have  the  text 
of  a  composition  which  was  extensively  used  before  its 
spurious  character  was  ascertained. 
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FABIUS  ETHELWERD, 

raoH  TBB  BEGimnKa  or  the  world  to  ths  tjab  or 

oim  LOBD'  ns. 
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r 


/ 


To  Matilda,  the  most  eloquent  and  true  handmaid  of  Christ, 
Ethelwerd  the  patrician,  health  in  the  Lord  I  I  have  re- 
ceived, dearest  sister,  your  letter  which  I  longed  for,  and  I 
not  onlj  read  it  with  kisses,  but  laid  it  up  in  the  treastuy  of 
m J  heart.  Often  and  often  do  I  praj  the  grace  of  the  Most 
High,  to  preserve  you  in  safety  during  this  life  present,  and 
aft^  death  to  lead  you  to  his  everlasting  mansions.  But  as 
I  once  before  briefly  hinted  to  you  by  letter,  I  now,  with 
Grod's  help,  intend  to  begin  in  the  way  of  annab  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world,  and  explain  to  you  more  fully  about 
our  common  lineage  and  descent,  to  the  end  that  the  reader's 
task  may  be  lightened,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  hearer  may 
be  augmented,  whilst  he  listens  to  it.  Concerning  the  coming 
of  our  first  parents  out  of  Grermany  into  Britain,  their  num- 
berless wars  and  slaughters,  and  the  dangers  which  they  en- 
countered on  ship-b(Murd  among  the  waves  of  the  ocean,  in 
the  following  pages  you  will  find  a  full  description.  In  the 
present  letter  therefore  I  have  written,  without  perplexity  of 
style,  of  our  modem  lineage  and  relationship,  who  were  our 
rdations,  and  how,  and  where  they  came  from  :  as  far  as  our 
memory  can  go,  and  according  as  our  parents  taught  us.  For 
instance  king  Alfred  was  son  of  king  Ethelwulf,  from  whom 
we  derive  our  origin,  and  who  had  five  sons,  one  of  whom 
was  king  Ethelred*  my  ancestor,  and  another  king  Alfred 

^  fUhoIred  diod  and  Alfred  lucceeded  him  A.  D.  871* 
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in  his  own  words,  and  with  his  additional  remarks  upon  it, 
is  as  follows : — '*  The  story,  as  collected  from  himself^  Leland, 
Bale,  and  Pitts,  is  that  Walter  Mapes,  alias  Calenius,  arch- 
deacon of  Oxford,  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I, 
and  of  whom  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  and  other  historians  as 
well  as  Geo€&«y  himself,  make  honourable  mention,  being  a 
man  very  curious  in  the  study  of  antiquity,  and  a  diligent 
searcher  into  ancient  libraries,  and  especially  after  the  works 
of  ancient  authors,  happened  while  he  was  in  Aimorica  to 
light  upon  a  History  of  Britain,  written  in  th6  British 
tongue,  and  carrying  marks  of  great  antiquity.  And  being 
oveijoyed  at  it,  as  if  he  had  found  a  vast  treasure,  he  in  a 
short  time  after  came  over  to  England  ;  where  inquiring  for  a 
proper  person  to  translate  this  curious  but  hitherto  unknown 
book,  he  very  opportunely  met  with  Greoffrey  of  Monmouth, 
»  man  profoundly  versed  in  the  history  and  antiquities  of 
jBritain,  excellently  skilled  in  the  British  tongue,  and  withal 
/(considering  the  time,)  an  elegant  writer  both  in  verse  and 
prose  ;  and  so  recommended  this  task  to  him.  Accordingly, 
Greoffrey,  being  incredibly  delighted  with  this  ancient  book, 
undertook  the  translating  of  it  into  Latin,  which  he  performed, 
with  great  diligence,  approving  himself,  according  to  Matthew 
Paris,  a  faithful  translator.  At  first  he  divided  it  into  four 
books,  written  in  a  plain  simple  style,  and  dedicated  it  to 
Robert,  earl  of  Gloucester,  a  copy  whereof  is  said*  to  be  at 
Bennet  College,  in  Cambridge,  which  was  never  yet  pub- 
lished ;  but  afi^:wards  he  made  some  alterations  and  divided 
it  into  eight  books,  to  which  he  added  the  book  of  Merlin's 
Prophecies,  which  he  had  also  translated  from  British  verse 
into  Latin  prose,  prefixing  to  it  a  preface,  and  a  letter 
to  Alexander,  bishop  of  Lincoln.  A  great  many  fabulous 
and  trifling  stories  are  inserted  in  the  history  :  but  that  was 
not  his  fault ;  his  business  as  a  translator  was  to  deliver 
them  faithfully  such  as  they  were,  and  leave  them  to  the 
jndgment  of  the  learned  to  be  discussed. 

''  To  prove  the  truth  of  this  relation,  and  to  answer  at 
once  all  objections  against  Greoffrey's  integrity,  one  needs  no 
other  argument  thaa  an  assurance  that  the  original  manuscript 
which  Geofl&ey  translated,  of  whose  antiquity  the  curiouR 
are  able  to  judge  in  a  great  measure  by  the  character,  or  any 

*  See  Pitto  and  Yoas. 
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andeat  and  authentic  copy  of  it,  is  jet  extant.  And  in« 
deed,  archbishop  Usher*  mentions  an  old  Welsh  Chronide/^ 
in  the  Cottonian  librarj,  that  formerly  was  in  the  possession 
of  that  learned  antiquary,  Humphrey  Lhwyd,  which  he  says 
is  thought  to  be  that  which  Grofi&ey  translated.  But  if  that 
be  the  original  manuscript,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
Greoffrey  was  not  merely  a  translator,  but  made  some  addi-/^ 
tions  of  his  own  :  since,  as  that  most  learned  prelate  informs 
OS,  the  account  that  we  have  in  this  History  of  the  British 
FLamens,  and  Archflamens,  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  it. 
But  besides  this,  there  are  several  copies  of  it  in  the  Welsh 
tongue,  mentioned  by  the  late  ingenious  and  learned  Mr. 
Lhwyd  in  his  '  Archaeologia  Britannica.'  And  I  myself 
have  met  with  a  manuscript  history  of  our  British  affairs^ 
written  above  a  hundred  years  ago  by  Mr.  John  Lewis,  and 
shortly  to  be  published,  wherein  the  author  says,  that  he  had 
the  original  of  the  Britbh  History  in  parchment  written  in 
the  British  tongue  before  Greoffirey's  time,  as  he  concludes 
firom  this  circumstance,  that  in  his  book  Geoffirey's  preface  was 
wanting,  and  the  preface  to  his  book  was  the  second  chapter 
of  that  published  by  Geofirey.  My  ignorance  of  the  Welsh 
tongue  renders  me  unqualified  for  making  any  search  into 
these  matters ;  and  though  the  search  should  be  attended  with 
never  so  much  satisfaction,  to  those  who  are  able  to  judge  of 
the  antiquity  of  manuscripts,  yet  to  the  generality  of  readers, 
other  arguments  would  perhaps  be  more  convincing.** 

The  passages  which  we  have  here  quoted  at  length,  will 
give  the  reader  the  most  ample  information  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  question,  and  it  only  remains  to  inform  the 
reader  what  is  my  own  opinion  on  this  long-agitated  literary 
controversy. 

To  those  who  have  read  the  plain  and  simple  statements    / 
of  Julius  Caesar  and  the  other  classic  historians  who  have    ' 
described  the  early  state  of  Britain,  it  will  be  morally  certain  f 
that  all  such  accounts  as  we  have  in  Geoffirey  of  ^nmoutb  / 
are  purely  fabulous.     The  uncertainty  of  everj  thing,  save  / 
the  bare  fact,  connected  with  the  si^e  of  Troy,  b  so  great, 
that  to  connect  its  fortunes  with  those  of  a  £stant  and  at 
that  time  unheard-of  island  like  Britain,  can  be  admissiUe 
only  in  the  pages  of  romance.    But  in  the  latter  part  of  tht 

*  Brit.  Eod.  FHin.  cap.  5. 
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work  wln«^h  contains  the  history  of  Britain,  during  its  coor 
quest  by  the  Saxons,  we  may  possibly  find  the  germs  Oa 
facts  unnoticed  elsewhere. 

Tliis  view  does  not  militate  against  the  veracity  of  Geoffrey, 
who  professes  to  have  translated  from  an  original  in  the 
British  language,  but  whether  any  manuscript  copy  of  this 
original  now  exists,  is  a  point  which  has  not  been  satisfac- 
torily ascertained.  In  1811,  the  Rev.  Peter  Roberts  pub- 
lished the  Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  translated  from 
Welsh  manuscripts,  and  being  in  substance  almost  identically 
the  sanie  as  Geoffrey^s  History  of  the  Britons, — but  it  is  most 
likely  that  these  Welsh  MSS.,  which  are  all  comparatively 
modem,  are  themselves  re-translations  from  the  Latin  ot 
Geoffrey. 

If  no  other  arguments  could  be  adduced  to  prove  the  utter 
'    incredibility  of  the  earlier  parts  of  this  history,  the  following 
.  Chronological  Table  would  furnish  quite  sufficient  arguments 
I  to  establish  it,  by  the  extraordinary  anachronisms  which  it  con- 
tains.  For  instance,  between  the  reigns  of  Brutus  and  Leil,  is 
an  interval  of  156  years  ;  and  yet  Greoffrey  makes  the  capture 
of  the  ark  contemporaneous  with  the   reign  of  Brutus,  and 
the  building  of  Solomon's  temple  with  that  of  LeiL     Now 
the  interval  between  these  two  events  cannot  by  any  possi- 
bility be  extended  beyond  eighty  years.     It  is,   moreover, 
impossible  to  bring  the  chronology  of  the  British  kings  them- 
\  selves  into  harmony  with  the  dates  before  Christ,  as  there 
'  is  no  mention  made  of  the  exact  interval  between  the  taking 
■  of  Troy  and  Brutus's  landing  in  Britain. 

Geoffrey  inscribes  his  work  to  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucesteri 
son  of  Henry  the  Second. 

GENEALOGICAL   SUMKART. 
Latiwus 

ZZ  Aineat  ZZ  l4»vinia        ( ) 

Ascanius 

Sylvlui  «        (Niece  of  Lavinia).  1.  3. 

Pandrasos         I 

Ignoge  =  1.  Bnitui  at  the  age  of  15  ki]\s  hnihtlier.  (I.  S.)  Rdgiw  tventi  • 

I  four  yean.    (IL  i.) 

At  this  time  Eli  ROTenied  Urael,  and  the  aik  ir  it  taki!n  b) 


I'KEPACB.  XV 

the  Philiftmes,  and  the  soni  of  Hector  relsned  in  Twy 
mad  SjlTiui  .Anees,  uncle  of  Brutui,  in  Itii^.    (I.  17.) 


■Mli 


CorinittB        Alhanact  Kamber  11.  1. 

i.  Locrin  =  S.  Qneodoloena  (  Locrin  bj  Eetrilda  baa  Sabre,  who  bciiij; 


I.  10  yrs. 


16  yean.  <     drowned  in  the  SeYeri,  gives  mime  to 
(     that  liver. 


4.  Miuldan.  II.  6.  S  At  «hii  time  Samuel  goTened  Israel,  an: 

40  yn.  (      Homer  flouiiahed. 


6.  Mempricitts  Malim  €  Saul  reigns  in  Judaa,  Euiystheua  in  La  je- 

30  jrn.  {     daemon. 

6.  Ebrnuott  J  ^j^  David-^iyMut  Latinua-Gad—  ;  - 
(or  GOy  gttartf  11.  7y  8)  (  *^ 

7.  Brutus  1 1.»  12  yrs.  and  19  other  sons  and  30  daughters,  II.  8. 

8.  Leil  i  Solomon — Queen  of  Sheba — Sylvius  £pi- 

25  yrs.  (     tus. 

8.  Hudibras  Capys^Haggai— Amot— Joel— Asariah. 

88yTk 


10.  Bladud  BUjah. 

20jrs.II.  10. 

IKLflir 

60 yn.  II.  II. 


/^ 


7  >* 

1 2.  GoiMirilla  ZZ  MaglaunuSy   Reigiin  =:  Henuinus,  Cordeilla  =:  Agiinipjuus 
5y».       I        D.of  I        D.  of  K  of 

j      Albania.  I    Cornwall.  (xaul. 

Margaii  13.  Cunedagius  (Isaiah — Iloscu — Romebu.;* 

33  yn.        )     by  It*mulusand  Urirw-s 


14.  Rifal] 


ifallo 
I 


16.  aU&m       17.  4»ga 
I 
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the  BiiUmA  into  certdn  narrow  isthmnses  of  the  island,  and 
thonaelyes  hold  possession  of  the  island  from  sea  to  sea  even 
into  the  present  time. 

A*  418.  in  the  ninth  year  also  after  the  sacking  of  Rome 
by  the  Groths,  those  of  Roman  race  who  were  left  in  Britain, 
not  bearing  the  manifold  insults  of  the  people,  bury  their 
treasures  in  pits  thinking  that  hereafter  they  might  have 
better  fortune,  which  never  was  the  case ;  and  taking  a  por- 
tion, assemble  on  the  coast,  spread  their  canvas  to  the  winds, 
and  seek  an  exile  on  the  shores  of  Gaul. 

A.  430.  Twelve  years  after,  bishop  Palladius  is  sent  by 
the  aoly  pope  Celestinus  to  preach  the  gospel  of  Christ  to 
t^o  Scots. 

CHAPTER* 

A.  449.  When,  therefore,  nineteen  years  had  elapsctl, 
Maurice  and  Valentine f  became  emperors  of  Rome;  in 
whose  reign  Hengist  and  Horsa  at  the  invitation  of  Vorti- 
gem  king  of  the  Britons  arrive  at  the  place  called  Wip- 
pid's-fleet,  at  first  on  the  plea  of  assisting  the  Britons: 
but  afterwards  they  rebelled  and  became  their  enemies,  as 
we  have  already  said.  Now  the  number  of  years,  completed 
since  the  marvellous  incarnation  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
was  four  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

A.  455.  In  the  sixth  year  after,  Hengist  and  Horsa 
fought  a  battle  against  Vortigem  in  the  plain  of  -^gels- 
threp.  There  Horsa  was  killed,  and  Hengist  obtained  the 
kingdom. 

A.  457.  But  after  two  years,  Hengist  and  JEsc,  his  son 
renewed  the  war  against  the  Britons ;  and  there  fell  in  that 
day  on  the  side  of  the  Britons  four  thousand  men.  Then 
the  Britons,  leaving  Cantia,  which  is  commonly  called  Kent, 
iled  to  the  city  of  London. 

A.  465.  About  eight  years  after,  the  same  men  took  up 
arms  against  the  Britons,  and  there  was  a  great  slaughter 
made  on  that  day:  twelve  chiefs  of  the  Britons  fell  near  a 
place  called  Wipped's-fleet ;  there  fell  a  soldier  of  the  Saxons 
called  Wipped,  from  which  circumstance  that  place  took  its 
name;  in  the  same  way  as  the  Thesean  sea  was  so  called 

*  Capitulum  In  the  original :  but  no  number  ia  annexed* 
t  Thii  ihoold  be  Maitaiin  and  Yalentinian. 
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from  The86a%  and  the  iEgsBan  sea  from  JEgena  who  waa 
drowned  in  it 

A.  478.  After  eight  years  were  completed,  Hengist  with 
his  son  2EaCy  a  second  time  make  war  against  the  Britons, 
and  haying  slaughtered  their  army,  remain  victors  on  the 
field  of  hattle,  and  cany  off  immense  spoils. 

A.  477.  In  the  fourth  year  JSUa  landed  in  Britain  from 
Germany  with  his  three  sons,  at  a  place  called  Cymenes- 
Ora,  and  defeated  the  Britons  at  Aldredes-leage.* 

A.  485.  After  eight  years,  the  same  people  fight  against 
the  Britons,  near  a  place  called  Mearcnedsbum. 

A  488.  Aft;er  tWs,  at  an  interval  of  three  years,  MsCy 
son  of  Hengist,  began  to  reign  in  Kent 

A.  492.  After  three  years,  jSAIa  and  Assa  besieged  a 
town  called  Andreds-cester,  and  slew  all  its  inhabitants, 
both  small  and  great,  leaving  not  a  single  soul  alive. 

A.  495.  After  the  lapse  of  three  more  years,  Cerdic  and 
his  son  Cynric  sailed  to  Britain  with  five  ships,  to  a  port 
caUed  Cerdic^s-ore,  and  on  the  same  day  fought  a  battle 
against  the  Britons,  in  which  they  were  finally  victorious 

A  500.  Six  years  after  their  arrival,  they  sailed  round 
the  western  part  of  Britain,  which  is  now  called  Wessex. 

A.  501.  Also  after  a  year  Port  landed  in  Britain  with  his 
son  Bieda. 

A.  508.  Seven  years  after  his  arrival,  Cerdic  with  his  son 
Cynric  slay  Natan-Leod,  king  of  the  Britons,  and  five  thoa- 
sand  men  with  him. 

A.  514.  Six  years  after,  Stuf  and  Whitgar  landed  in 
Britcdn  at  Cerdic's-ore,  and  suddenly  make  war  on  the  Bri- 
tons,  whom  they  put  to  flight,  and  themselves  remain  masters 
of  the  field.  Thus  was  completed  the  fifty-sixth  f  year  since 
Hengist  and  Horsa  first  landed  in  Britain. 

A.  519.  Five  years  after,  Cerdic  and  Cynric  fought  a 
battle  against  the  Britons  at  Cerdic's-ford,  J  on  the  river 
Avene,  and  that  same  year  nominally  began  to  reign. 

A.  527.  Eight  years  after,  th^  renew  the  war  against  the 
Britons. 

A.  580.  After  three  years,  th^  took  the  Isle  of  Wif^ 

*  VmhKpB  an  error  for  Andredw-leage^  hnoaHj  Andcfidii  Id 
t  This  number  ihoiild  be  nxtj-dx. 
t  Chirlbtd,  near  Fordingbridge^  Hantt. 
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die  situation  of  which  we  have  mentioned  above :  but  they 
did  not  kill  many  of  the  Britons. 

A,  534.  Four  years  after,  Cerdic  with  his  son  Cenric  gives 
up  the  Isle  of  Wight  into  the  hands  of  their  two  cousins 
Stuf  and  Wihtgar.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year  Cerdic 
died,  and  Cenric  his  son  began  to  reign  after  him,  and  he 
rdgned  twenty-seven  years. 

A.  538.  When  he  had  reigned  four  years,  the  sun  was 
edipsed  from  the  first  hour  of  the  day  to  the  third.* 

A.  540.  Again,  two  years  after,  the  sun  was  eclipsed  for 
half-an-hour  after  the  third  hour,  so  that  the  stars  were 
eveiywhere  visible  in  the  sky. 

A.  547.  In  the  seventh  year  after  this,  Ida  began  to 
reign  over  the  province  of  Northumberland,  whose  family 
derive  their  kingly  title  and  nobility  from  Woden. 

A.  552.  Five  years  aft^r,  Cenric  fought  against  the  Britons 
near  the  town  of  Scarburh  [Old  Sarum],  and,  having  routed 
them,  slew  a  large  number. 

A.  556.  The  same,  four  years  afterwards,  fought  with 
Ceawlin  against  the  Britons,  near  a  place  called  Berin-byrig 
[Banbury?] 

A.  560.  At  the  end  of  about  four  year?,  Ceawlin  began 
to  reign  over  the  western  part  of  Britain,  which  is  now  com- 
monly called  Wessez.  Moreover,  Ella  the  Iffing  is  sent  to 
the  race  of  Northumbria,  whose  ancestry  extends  up  to  the 
highest,  namely  to  Woden. 

A.  565.  Five  years  afterwards,  Christ's  servant  Columba 
came  from  Scotia  [Ireland]  to  Britain,  to  preach  the  word  of 
Gk>d  to  the  Picts. 

A.  568.  Three  years  aftier  his  coming,  Ceawlin  and  Cutha 
stirred  up  a  civil  war  against  Ethelbert,  and  having  defeated 
him,  pursued  him  into  Kent,  and  slew  his  two  chiefs,  Oslaf 
and  Cnebba,  in  Wubbanduncf 

A.  571.  After  three  years,  Cuthulf  fought  against  the 
Britons  at  Bedanford  [Bedford]*  and  took  four  royal  cities, 
namely  liganburh  [Lenbury],  Eglesburh  [Aylesbury],  Ben- 
singtun  [^enson],  and  Ignesham  [Eynsham]. 

A.  577.  After  the  lapse  of  six  yeai-s,  Cuthwin  and  Ceaw* 
lin  fight  against  the  Britons,  and  «lay  three  of  their  kingi^ 

•  That  is,  from  seyen  till  nine  o'clock  in  the : 
t  Wimbledon,  or  Worpleodon^  Sorreft 
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Comai],  Condldan,  and  Farinmeail,  at  a  place  called  Deor- 
hamme  [Derham?];  and  thej  took  three  of  their  most 
djgtingnished  cities,  Gloucester,  Cirencester,  and  Bath. 

A.  684.  After  seren  years,  Ceawlin  and  Cutha  fought 
against  the  Britons,  at  a  place  called  Fethanleage  [Frethem?] : 
there  Cutha  fell ;  but  Ceawlin  reduced  a  multitude  of  cities, 
and  took  immense  spoib. 

A.  692.  In  the  eighth  year  there  was  a  great  slaughter  on 
both  sides,  at  a  place  called  Wodnesbyrg  [Wemborow?],  so 
that  Ceawlin  was  put  to  flight,  and  died  at  the  end  of  one 
more  year. 

A.  593.  After  him,  Cwichelm,  Crida,  and  Ethelfrid,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  kingdom. 

HBSB  ENDS  BOOK  THE  FIRST. 


HERB  BBOmS  THE  PBOLOGUB  TO  BOOK  THE  SECOND. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  book  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
make  a  long  preface,  my  dearest  sister  ;  for  I  have  guided 
my  pen  down  through  many  perplexed  subjects  from  the 
highest  point,  and,  omitting  those  things  extracted  from  sa- 
cred and  profane  history,  on  which  most  persons  have  fixed 
their  attention,  have  left  higher  matters  to  the  skilful  reader. 
And  now  I  must  turn  my  pen  to  the  description  of  those 
things  which  properly  concern  our  ancestors ;  and  though  a 
pupU  is  not  properly  called  a  member,  yet  it  yields  no  Uttle 
service  to  the  other  members. 

We  therefore  entreat  in  God's  name  that  our  words  may 
not  be  despised  by  the  malevolent,  but  rather  that  they  may 
give  abundant  thanks  to  the  King  of  heaven,  if  they  seem  to 
speak  things  of  high  import. 

HERE  ENDS  THE  PROLOGUE; 

AND 

THE  SECOND  BOOK  BEGINS. 

Chap.  l.~^/the  wmxng  (^  Aufftutine,  who  was  sent  by  the  bleued  Pcp$ 

Qregary,    [^.d.  596.] 

As  Divine  Providence,  mercifully  looking  down  upon  all 
things  from  all  eternity,  is  accustomed  to  rule  them,  not  bj 
necessity,  but  by  its  powerful  superintendence^  and  remain* 
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ing  alwajB  immoyeable  in  itself,  and  disposing  the  different 
elements  by  its  word,  and  the  human  race  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  by  the  death  of  his  only  begotten 
Son,  by  whose  blood  the  four  quarters  of  the  world  are  re- 
deemed, so  now  by  his  servant  doth  it  dispel  the  darkness  In 
ihe  regions  of  the  west. 

Whilst  therefore  the  blessed  pope  Gregory  sat  on  the 
episcopal  seat,  and  sowed  the  seeds  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 
there  stood  by  him  some  men  of  unknown  tongue  and  very 
comely  to  look  on.    The  holy  man  admiring  fiie  beauty  of 
their  countenances,  asked  of  tiiem  with  earnestness  from  what 
country  they  came.    The  young  men  with  downcast  looks 
.'eplied,  that  they  were  Angles.    "Are  you  Christians,''  said 
the  holy  man,  "  or  heathens  ?"    "  Certainly  not  Christians,* 
said  they,  "for  no  one  has  yet  opened  our  ears."    Then  the 
holy  man,  lifting  up  his  eyes,  replied,  "  What  man,  when 
there  are  stones  at  hand,  lays  a  foundation  with  reeds?" 
They  answer,   "  No  man  of  prudence."    "  You  have  well 
said,"  answered  he ;  and  he  straightway  took  them  into  a 
room,  where  he  instructed  them  in  the  divine  oracles,  and 
afterwards  washed  them  with  the  baptism  of  Christ :  and 
further  he  arranged  with  them,  that  he  would  go  with  them 
into  their  country.    When  the  Homans  heard  of  this  they 
opposed  his  words,  and  were  unwilling  to  allow  their  pastor 
to  go  so  far  from  home.    The  blessed  pope  Gregory,  there- 
fore, seeing  that  the  people  were  opposed  to  him,  sent  with 
the  men  aforesaid  one  of  his  disciples,  who  was  well  instructed 
in  the  divine  oracles,  by  name  Augustine,  and  with  him  a 
multitude  of  brethren.     When  these  men  arrived,  the  En- 
glish received  the  faith  and  erected  temples,  and  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  exhibited  innumerable  miracles  to  his  faithful 
followers  through  the  prayers  of  the  bishop,  St  Augustine ; 
at  whose  tomb,  even  to  the  present  day,  no  small  number  of 
miracles  are  wrought,  with  the  assistance  of  our  Lord. 

Chap.  11.^0/ king  BlMbert,  andcfhU  bapHm.    Ca.d.  597.] 

When  the  man  aforesaid  arrived,  Ethelbert  bore  rule  over 
Kent,  and  receiving  the  faiths  submitted  to  be  baptized  with 
all  his  house.  He  was  the  first  kine  among  the  Engliah  who 
vaoeiTed  the  word  ci  Christ    Lastty  Ethelbert  was  die  aoQ 
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of  lirmenric^  whose  grandfather  was  Ochta,  who  bore  the 
pnenomen  of  Eisc,*  from  which  the  kings  of  Kent  were 
afterwards  named  Esings,  as  the  Romans  £rom  Bomulos,  the 
Cecromdn  fix)m  Cecrops,  and  the  Tuscans  from  Toscus. 
For  Else  was  the  faUier  of  Hengist,  who  was  the  first 
consul  and  leader  of  the  Angles  oat  of  Grermany ;  whose 
father  was  Wihtgils,  his  grancUather  Witta,  his  great-grand- 
father Wecta,  his  great-grandfather's  father  Woden,  who 
also  was  king  of  many  nations,  whom  some  of  the  pagans 
now  still  worship  as  a  god.  And  the  number  of  years  that 
was  completed  from  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  was  four 
years  less,  than  six  hundred.f 

Chap,  llh-^  0/  CMwuff^  kmff  qf  the  Wett-SaxoM,  and  q/*  hit  am- 

tinued  wart. 

Am  697.  At  the  end  of  one  year,  Ceolwulf  began  to  reigc 
oyer  the  Western  English4  His  family  was  derived  from 
Woden  ;  and  so  great  was  his  ferocity  that  he  is  said  to  have 
been  always  at  war,  either  with  his  own  nation  or  with  the 
Britons,  or  the  Picts  or  Scots. 

Chap.  IV. — Conoeming  AuguiHne's  pali  qf  apottlethip  sent  lUm  by  pope 

Qtegory, 

A.  601.  When  he  had  reigned  four  years,  pope  Gregory 
sent  to  Aug^ustine  the  pall  of  apostleship. 

Crap.  y,—Ofthefaiih  of  the  Eoit-Scucent^  and  of  the  decease  of  the 

bleeeed  pope  Qtegory. 

A.  604.  After  three  years,  the  eastern  English  §  also  re- 
ceived baptism  in  the  reign  of  Sigebert  [Sab^]  their  king. 

A.  606.  Two  years  afterwards,  the  blessed  pope  Gr^ory 
departed  this  world,  in  the  eleventh  year  a^r  he  had 
b^towed  baptism  on  the  English  by  sending  among  them 
Christ's  servant  Augustine.    And  the  number  of  years  that 

*  See  William  of  Mahnsbmy,  b.  L  c  1,  p.  12,  note.  f  a.d.  596. 

X  Weft-Saxons  Is  the  more  correct  term ;  but  Ethehrefd  often  uses  the 
more  general  name  Angles  or  Kngliah,  for  aJl  the  tribetaettled  in  England* 

I  Orientalee  AngR  ii  the  exprenkm  of  Ethelwerd,  bat  it  ahomd  be 
OrimUalee  Saronesy  whoae  kiQg's  name  it  genenOy  wntten  Sabert.  Se* 
freedttng  note,    g 
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was  completed  from  the  begimiing  of  the  world  was  more 
than  five  thousand  and  eight  handed.  * 

Chap.  W,— Of  the  reign  taking  CynegtUy  hit  vtart;  and  qfth§  emnima  tj 
bishop  Birinut,  qf  the  hapHtm  qf  ihe  king^  and  the  faith  qf  the  aae^" 
Sojtons,  t  and  qf  the  baptism  of  Cfuthrid,    [ a.d.  6 1 5—639.] 

Afterwards  Cjn^ils  receiyed  the  kingdom  of  the  West* 
Angles,  and,  in  conjonction  with  Cuichelm,  he  fought 
against  the  Britons  at  a  place  called  Beandune,|  and  having 
defeated  their  army,  slew  more  than  two  thousand  and  forty 
of  them. 

A.  629.  Fourteen  years  after,  Cynegils  and  Cuichelm 
fought  against  Penda  at  Cirencester. 

A.  635.  After  six  years  bishop  Birinus  came  among  the 
Western  Angles,  preaching  to  ^em  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
And  the  number  of  years  tbat  elapsed  since  their  arrival  in 
Britain  out  o£  Germany,  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
At  that  time  Cynegils  received  baptism  from  the  holy  bishop 
Birinus,  in  a  town  called  Dorchester. 

A  639.  He  baptized  Cuthred  also  four  years  after  in  the 
same  city,  and  adopted  him  as  his  son  in  baptism. 

Chap.  VII. — Of  the  reign  qfKenwalk,  and  qfhis  actions, 

A.  648.  When  nine  years  were  fulfilled,  Kenwalk  gave 
to  his  relation,  Cuthred,  out  of  his  farms,  three  thousand 
measures,  adjacent  to  a  hiU  named  Esc*s  dune,  [Aston  ?] 

A.  652.  Four  years  after,  he  fought  a  battle  against  his 
own  people,  at  a  place  called  Bradford,  on  the  river  Afene.  § 

A.  655.  Three  years  afterwards  king  Penda  died,  and  the 
Mercians  were  baptized. 

A.  658.  After  three  years  more,  the  kings  Kenwalk  and 
PionnaQ  renewed  the  war  against  the  BriUms^  and  pursued 
them  to  a  place  called  Pederydan.  ^ 

«  Ethelwerd  adopts  that  sjntem  of  chronology  which  makes  5300  to  have 
elapsed  before  Christ 

t  Should  be  West-Saxons. 

t  Most  probably  Bampton  in  Oxfordshire.  This  battle  took  plaet  ia 
114.    See  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle  for  that  year. 

I  ATon. 

I  This  sbonld  bs  <<  al  PSonna,"  [Pen].    See  Saxon  Chnmieki.  , 

f  PathaKmi. 


A^.  an— •»!  WULFHERE^ — kentwht*  18 

A.  661.  Afler  three  years,  Kenwalk  again  fought  a  battle 
near  the  town  of  Pontesbuiy,  and  took  prisoner  Wulf  here,  soa 
of  Penda,  at  Esc'sdune  [Ashdown],  when  he  had  defeated 
his  army. 

A.  664.  Three  years  afterwards  there  was  an  eclipse  of 
the  sun. 

A.  670.  When  six  years  were  fulfilled,  Oswy,  king  of 
Northumberland,  died,  and  Egfrid  succeeded  him. 

A.  671.  After  one  year  more,  there  was  a  great  pestilence 
among  the  birds,  so  that  there  was  an  intolerable  stench  bj 
sea  and  land,  arising  from  the  carcases  of  birds,  both  small 
and  great. 

A.  672.  Twelve  months  after  Kenwalk,  king  of  the  West- 
Angles,  died ;  and  his  wife,  Sezburga,  succeeded  him  in  the 
kingdom,  and  reigned  twelre  months. 

A.  673.  After  her  Escwin  succeeded  to  the  throne,  and 
two  years  were  fulfilled.    His  family  traces  to  Qerdic. 

Chap.  VIII. — 0/  Wt^fhere  and  Cenwvlf^*  and  of  the  counctl  held  hy  the 

holy  father  Theodore. 

A.  674.  After  one  year,  Wulf  here  son  of  Penda,  and 
Cenwalh*  fought  a  battle  among  themselves  in  a  place  called 
Beadanhead  [Bedwin]. 

A.  677.  After  three  years  a  comet  was  seen. 

A.  680.  At  the  end  of  two  years  a  council  was  held  at 
Hethlege,f  by  the  holy  archbishop  Theodore,  to  instruct  the 
people  in  the  true  faith.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year 
died  Christ's  servant,  Hilda,  abbess  of  the  monastery  called 
Streaneshalch  [Whitby]. 

Chap.  IX. — Of  king  Keniwin  and  hit  wars 

A.  682.  After  two  years  king  Kentwin  drove  the  Britons 
out  of  their  country  to  the  sea. 

A.  684.  After  he  had  reigned  two  years  f  Ina  became  king 
of  the  western  English.  A  hundred  and  eighty-eight  years 
were  then  fulfilled  from  the  time  that  Cerdic,  his  sixth 

*  These  names  are  both  wrong ;  we  must  read  Escwin. 
t  Heathfield  or  Hatfield. 

t  There  is  an  enor  here :  CMwalla  is  omitted,  and  three ;  cars  are  lost 
ji  the  chfOQologj. 
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ancestor,  received  the  western  part  of  the  island  from  the 
Britons. 

Chap.  'S^'—Of  CmdwdlkCt  oonveriion  to  the  faith  of  Christ, 

A.  684.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year  Caedwalla  went  to 
Rome,  and  receiyed  baptism  and  the  the  faith  of  Christ ; 
after  his  baptism  the  pope  of  that  year  gave  him  the  surname 
of  Peter. 

A.  694.  About  six  years  afterwards,  the  Kentish  men  re- 
membered the  cause  which  they  had  against  king  Ina  when 
they  burnt  his  relation*  with  fire ;  and  they  gare  him  thirty 
thousand  shillings  at  a  fixed  rate  of  sixteen  pence  each. 

Chap.—XI.  Of  the  acts  qf  Ethelred  king  of  the  Mercians. 

A.  704.  After  ten  years,  Ethelred  son  of  Penda  and  king  of 
the  Mercians  assumed  the  monastic  habit,  when  he  had  com- 
pleted twenty-nine  years  of  his  reign. 

A.  705.  After  twelve  months  died  Alfrid  king  of  North- 
umberland. And  the  number  of  years  that  was  then  ful- 
filled from  the  beginning  of  the  world  was  five  thousand 
nine  hundred. 

A.  709.  Four  years  afterwards  died  the  holy  bishop  Aid- 
helm,  by  whose  wonderful  art  were  composed  the  words  which 
are  now  read,  and  his  bishopric  was  the  province  which  is 
now  called  Selwoodshire  [Sherborne]. 

Chap.  XII. — Of  the  reign  of  Ina,  and  tf  his  acts, 

A.  710.  After  a  year,  the  kings  and  Ina  made  war  against 
king  Wuthgirete  jf  also  duke  Bertfrid  against  the  Picts. 

A.  714.  After  four  years  died  Christ's  servant  Guthlac. 

A.  715.  After  a  year  Ina  and  Ceolred  fought  against 
those  who  opposed  them  in  arms  at  Wothnesbeorghge  [Wan- 
borough.] 

A.  721.  After  seven  years  Ina  slew  Cynewulf,  and  after 
six  months  made  war  against  the  Southern  £nglish. 

*  HiB  name  was  Mull :  the  passage  is  obscure.  See  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle. 

t  Called  GennI  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  and  Gerentius  in  AMhelm'i 
worka. 
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Chap.  XLH.'^fking  EihelarcL 

A.  728.  Wlien  six  years  were  fulfilled  he  went  to  Borne, 
and  Ethelard  received  the  kingdom  of  the  West  Saxons. 
In  the  first  year  of  his  reign  he  made  war  against  Oswj.* 

A.  729.  At  the  end  of  one  year  a  comet  appeared^  and 
the  holy  bbhop  Egbert  died. 

A.  731.  After  two  years,  Osric  king  of  Noi*thumberland 
died  and  Ceolwulf  succeeded  to  the  kingdom. 

Chap.  XIY.— 0/  (he  acta  of  king  Eihelbiud. 

A.  733.  Two  years  after  these  things,  king  Ethelbald  re- 
ceived under  his  dominion  the  royal  vill  which  is  called 
Somerton.     The  same  year  the  sun  was  eclipsed. 

A.  734.  After  the  lapse'  of  one  year,  the  moon  appeared 
as'  if  stained  with  spots  of  blood,  and  by  the  same  omen  Tat- 
vrrne  and  Bedef  departed  this  life. 

Chap.  XV. — 0/  the  reifftt  cf^Eadbert  and  oj  his  deeds, 

A.  738.  After  fi>ur  years^JSadbert  succeeded  to  the  kingdom 
of  the  Northumbrians,  and  las  .brother  Egbert  discharged 
the  archiepiscopal  office;  and  now  ihej  both  lie  buried  in 
the  city  of  York,  under  the  shade  of  ihe  same  porch. 

Chaip.  XVh'-Ofthe  rule  qfkmg  CSOhred. 

A.  750.  After  twelve  years  king  Cuthred  began  to  make 
war  against  duke  Ethelhun,  for  some  state-jealousy. 

A.  752.  Again  alter  two  years  he  drew  his  sword  against 
king  Ethelbald  at  a  place  called  Beorgforda.:^ 

A.  753.  After  another  year  he  gratified  the  fierce  propen- 
sities of  his  nature  by  making  war  against  the  Britons :  and 
after  another  year  he  died,  a.d.  754. 

r 

Chap.  XYII.— 0/(Ae  aett  ef  king  Sigehert  and  qfhis  reign. 

Furthermore  Sigebert  receiyed  the  kingdom  of  the  western 
English. 
A.  756.  At  the  end  of  one  year  after  Sigebert  began  to 

*  Should  be  Oswald  king  of  Northumberland, 
t  It  18  doubtfol  whether  Bede  died  in  734  or  785. 
t  Without  doubt  thia  ii  Buford  in  Oxfoidibiiw. 
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ragn,  Cjnewnlf,  iiiYading  his  kingdom,  took  it  from  him,  and 
drew  away  all  the  wise  men  of  the  west  country,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  perverse  deeds  of  the  aforesaid  kii^ ;  nor  was 
any  part  of  his  kingdom  left  to  him  except  one  province  only, 
named  Hamptonshire  [Hampshire].  And  he  remained  there  no 
long  time ;  for,  instigated  by  an  old  afi&ont,  he  slew  a  certain 
duke,  and  Cynewulf  drove  him  into  the  wilds  of  Andred: 
and  so  he  fled  from  thicket  to  thicket,  until  he  was  at  last 
slain  by  a  herdsman  at  a  place  named  Pryffetesflodan,*  and 
so  the  blood  of  duke  Cumbra  was  avenged. 

Chap.  XVIII. — Of  the  reign  qfOymuntlfy  hit  war  and  deedt, 

A.  755.  These  things  having  been  premised,  Cynewulf  fre- 
quently fought  no  slight  batUes  against  the  Britons.  For 
when  thirty-one  years  had  passed,  he  tried  to  expel  from  his 
territories  a  certain  chief  named  Cyneard,  brother  to  Sige- 
bert,  whose  deeds  have  been  related  above.  He  was  after* 
wards  besieged  by  this  prince,  for  it  was  told  him  that  he  was 
in  company  of  a  certain  courtezan  at  a  place  called  Meranton 

E[erton],  and  though  he  had  with  him  only  a  few  men,  who 
ew  nothing  of  the  matter,  he  surrounded  the  house  with 
arms.  The  king,  seeing  how  he  was  situated,  leaped  to  the 
door,  and  bravely  repelled  their  weapons ;  but  making  up  his 
mind  he  rushed  upon  the  prince,  and  inflicted  no  slight  wounds 
upon  him ;  his  companions,  not  forgetting  his  threats,  raised 
their  weapons  and  ^ew  the  king.  The  report  being  spread, 
the  king's  soldiers,  who  had  been  in  his  company,  each  for 
himself,  as  was  their  custom,  made  an  attack,  uttering  shouts. 
But  the  prince,  soothing  them,  promised  them  gifts  and  ample 
honours.  They  desire  death,  now  that  their  lord  is  dead ; 
nor  do  they  attend  to  his  promises,  but  rush  with  one  accord 
upon  death.  None  of  them  escaped  with  life  except  one 
British  hostage,  and  he  had  received  severe  wounds.  When, 
therefore,  the  day  dawned,  it  became  known  to  the  soldiers, 
who  had  remained  behind  the  king's  back,  they  assembled 
together  and  set  forth,  and  with  them  Osric  the  duke  and 
Wigferth  the  knight.  They  found  the  prince  in  the  house, 
where  their  master  was  lying  dead*  The  doors  are  belea- 
guered on  both  sides.    Within  are  the  one  party,  and  the 

*  PriTett,  Hanpthiie. 
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oAerpartjarewttEoat^  TheprinoeaakBatraoey  andmaKet 
ample  promises;  his  object  is  future  soyereignty.  Hie 
king's  friends  spurn  these  offers,  and  rather  seek  to  separate 
from  the  prince  their  relations  who  were  in  his  company* 
These  rqect  their  proposals ;  on  the  contrary  they  answer 
their  friends  thus  :*  *'  No  tie  is  so  powerful  as  that  which 
binds  us  to  our  lord ;  and  whereas  you  ask  us  to  depart,  we 
tell  you  that  we  made  the  same  proposal  to  those  who  w^re  slain 
with  your  king,  and  they  woidd  not  accede  to  it."  To  this 
the  other  party  rejoined  **  But  you  will  remain  unhurt,  if 
you  only  depart,  nor  share  in  the  yengeance  which  we  shall 
inflict  for  those  who  were  slain  with  the  king."  They  re- 
turned no  answer  to  this,  but  silently  begin  the  battle ;  shield 
punishes  shield,  and  arms  are  laced  in  bucklers,  relation  falls 
by  his  kinsman ;  they  smash  the  doors,  one  pursues  after  an- 
other, and  a  lamentable  fight  ensues.  Alas  !  they  slay  the 
prince ;  all  his  companions  are  laid  low  before  his  face,  except 
one,  and  he  was  the  baptismal  son  of  duke  Osric,  but  half 
aliye,  and  covered  with  wounds. 

Now  Cynewulf  reigned  thirty-one  years,  and  his  body  lies 
entombed  in  the  dty  of  Winchester.  The  above-named  prince 
also  reposes  in  the  church  commonly  called  Axanminster.f 
Both  their  families  trace  to  Cerdic. 

A.  765.  In  the  same  year  Ethelbald,  king  of  Mercia,  was 
slain  at  a  place  called  Seccandune,^  and  his  body  rests  in  a 
monastery  called  Beopandune.§  Bemred  succeeded  to  the 
kingdom,  and  not  long  after  he  also  died. 

Chat.  XlX.-^Ofthe  reign  rfking  Offa  and  qfhis  deed*, 

A.  756.  In  the  revolution  of  the  same  year,  Offa  suc- 
ceeded to  the  kingdom,  a  remarkable  man,  son  of  Thing- 
ferth;  his  grandfather  was  Enwul^  his  great-grandfather 
Osmod,  his  great-grandfather's  father  Fybba,  his  great-grand- 
fath^s  grandfather  was  Icel,  his  sixth  ancestor  Eoma^r,  the 

*  This  If  a  sort  of  paraphrase  rather  than  a  translation :  the  original  b 
not  otdj  bad  in  style  and  imgraxnmatical,  but  exceedingly  corrupt  and 
TCfy  obKnre. 

t  Now  Azminster.  The  syllable  an  ot  #n  occurs  similarly  in  ma^  an- 
cient Saxon  towns ;  thus  Bedanford,  Oxenford,  &c.,  and  Seccaadviie,  Bcop- 
aodmia  below.       t  Now  Seekii^ifeon.  f  Now  RepCon. 

C 
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•eTenth  Angeltheow,  the  eighth  Offa,  the  ninth  Wsrmundy 
the  tenth  Wihtla^,  ^e  eleventh  Woden. 

A.  773.  Also  after  seventeen  years,  from  the  time  that 
Cjnewulf  took  the  kingdom  from  Sigebert,  the  sign  of  our 
Lord's  cross  appeared  in  the  heavens  eSt&r  sun-set,  and  in  the 
same  year  a  civil  contest*  took  place  between  the  people  of 
Kent  and  Mercia,  at  a  place  called  Cittanford  :^  and  in  those 
dajs  some  monstrous  serpents  were  seen  in  the  country  of  the 
Southern  Angles,  which  is  called  Sussex. 

A.  777.  About  four  years  after,  Cynewulf  and  Offa  fought 
a  battle  near  the  town  of  Bensington,  which  was  gained  by 
Offa. 

A.  779.  Two  years  afterwards,  the  Grauls  and  Saxons 
stirred  up  no  slight  contests  with  one  another. 

A.  783.  In  short,  after  four  years,  Cyneard  slays  king 
Cynewulf,  and  is  himself  also  slain  there. 

Chap.  XX. — 0/the  acts  ofBertrie,  king  of  the  We$iSaxons, 

A.  783.  In  the  same  year  Bertric  received  the  kingdom 
of  the  West- Angles,  whose  lineage  traces  up  to  Cerdic. 

A.  786.  After  three  years,  he  took  in  marriage  Offa's 
daughter  Eadburga. 

HERE  ENDS  BOOK  THE  SEOOND^ 

AND 
THE  FBOLOOUE  OF  BOOK  THE  THIRD  BEGINS. 

After  what  has  been  written  in  the  foregoing  pages,  it  re- 
mains that  we  declare  the  contents  of  our  third  book.  We 
exhort  you,  therefore,  most  beloved  object  of  my  desire,  that 
the  present  work  may  not  be  thought  tedious  by  you  for  its 
length  of  reading,  since  to  thee  especially  I  dedicate  this. 
Wherefore,  the  farther  my  mind  digresses,  the  more  does  my 
affectionate  love  generate  and  expand  itself. 

HERB  ENDS  THE  PROLOGUE, 

*  The  tenn  *  ciTile  bellum ' — dvU  war  is  used  by  Ethelwerd,  to  denoU 
a  battle  between  the  kmdred  Anglo-Saxon  kingdoms ;  the  classical  lendsr 
will  also  note  the  use  of  the  wofd'beUum' for' prceUum.'  ^ 

t  This  should  be  Ottenford,  or  Otford^  in  Kent,  a  plaee  of  great 
anti^ttitjr. 
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AHD  THE  BOOK  BEGINS. 

Whilst  the  pious  king  Bertric  was  reigning  over  the  west- 
em  parts  of  the  English,  and  the  innocent  people  spread 
through  their  plains  were  enjojing  themselves  in  tranquillity 
and  yoking  their  oxen  to  the  plough,  suddenly  there  arrived 
on  the  coast  a  fleet  of  Danes,  not  large,  but  of  three  ships 
only :  this  was  thdr  first  arrival.  When  this  became  known, 
the  king's  officer,  who  was  already  stopping  in  the  town  of 
Dorchester,  leaped  on  his  horse  and  gallopped  forwards  with 
a  few  men  to  the  port,  thinking  that  they  were  merchants 
rather  than  enemies,  and,  commanding  them  in  an  authorita- 
tive tone,  ordered  them  to  be  made  to  go  to  the  royal  city  ; 
but  he  was  slain  on  the  spot  by  tliem,  and  all  who  were  with 
him.     The  name  of  the  officer  was  Beaduherd. 

A.  787.  And  the  number  of  years  that  was  fulfilled  was 
above  three  hundred  and  thirty-four,  from  the  time  that  Hen* 
gist  and  Horsa  arrived  in  Britain,  in  which  also  Bertric 
married  the  daughter  of  king  Ofia. 

A.  792.  Moreover,  it  was  after  five  years  that  Ofia  king 
of  the  Mercians  commanded  the  head  of  king  Ethdbert  to  be 
struck  off. 

A.  794.  After  two  years  Offa  also  died,  and  Egfert  his 
son  succeeded  to  the  kingdom,  and  died  in  the  same  year. 
Pope  Adrian  also  departed  this  life.  Ethelred,  king  of  the 
Northumbrians,  was  slain  by  his  own  people. 

Chap.  I. — Of  Kenutf,  king  of  the  Mercians,  and  of  his  wars, 

A.  796.  After  two  years,  Kenulf,  king  of  the  Mercians, 
ravaged  Kent  and  the  province  which  is  called  Merscwari,* 
and  their  king  Pren  was  taken,  whom  they  loaded  with 
chains,  and  led  as  far  as  Mercia. 

A.  797.  Then  after  a  year,  the  enraged  populace  of  Rome 
cut  out  the  tongue  of  the  blessed  pope  Leo,  and  tore  out  his 
eyes,  and  drove  him  from  his  apostolical  seat.  But  suddenly, 
by  the  aid  of  Christ,  who  is  always  wonderful  in  his  works, 
his  sight  was  restor^  and  liis  tongue  regifted  with  speech^ 
and  he  resumed  his  seat  of  apostleship  as  before. 

A.  800.  After  three  years,  king  Bertric  died. 


*  The  Menewari  are  thought  to  haye  been  the  inhabitante  of  Rimaaj, 
Id  Keot,  and  iti  Tidnity. 
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Chap.  II. — Of  the  reign  of  Egbert,  and  hit  deede. 

Therefore  Egbert  is  raised  to  the  kingdom  of  the  West 
Saxons.  On  the  yerj  same  day,  as  king  Ethebnund  was 
passing  through  a  farm,  Wiccum,  intending  to  go  to  a  ford 
called  Cynemaeresford  [Kempsford],  duke  Woxstan  met  him 
there  with  the  centuries  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Wil5^*um  [Wiltshire].  Both  of  them  fell  in  the  battle, 
but  the  WilssetsB  remained  the  victors. 

Also,  down  to  the  time  that  Egbert  received  the  kingdom, 
there  were  completed  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  6995 
years,  from  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  800  years,  from  the 
coming  of  Hengist  and  Horsa  into  Britain  350  years,  frx)m 
the  reign  of  Cerdic,  the  tenth  ancestor  of  king  Egbert,  when 
he  subdued  the  western  part  of  Britain,  300  years,  and  from 
the  coming  of  Augustine,  who  was  sent  by  the  blessed  pope 
Gregory  to  baptize  the  English  nation,  204  years :  and  in 
the  tenth  year  afterwards  the  holy  father  Gregory  died. 

A.  805.  Afrer  king  Egbert  had  reigned  five  years,  was  the 
death  of  Cuthred  king  of  Kent 

A.  812.  In  the  seventh  year  Charles,  king  of  the  Franks, 
departed  this  life. 

A.  814.  After  two  years,  the  blessed  pope  Leo  passed 
from  one  virtue  to  another. 

A.  819.  After  five  years,  Kenulf  king  of  the  Mercians 
died. 

A.  821.  His  successor  was  Ceolwulf,  who  was  deprived 
of  the  kingdom  two  years  afterwards. 

A.  822.  A  year  afterwards  a  great  synod  was  held  at  a 
place  called  Cloveshoo,*  and  two  dukes  were  there  slain 
Burhelm  and  Mucca. 

A.  823.  After  one  year  a  battle  was  fought  against  the 
Britons  in  the  province  of  Defna  [Devonshire],  at  a  place 
called  Camelford.  Li  the  same  year  king  Egbert  fought  a 
battle  against  Bemulf  king  of  the  Mercians  at  Ellendune,f 
and  Egbert  gained  the  victory :  but  there  was  a  great  loss 
on  both  sides  ;  and  Hun  duke  of  the  province  of  Somerset 
was  there  slidn :  he  lies  buried  in  the  city  of  Winchester. 
lamily,  king  Egbert  sent  his  son  Ethelwidf  with  an  army 

\  •  Near  Rocheitcr,  KenU  f  WUta, 


into  Keoty  and  with  him  bishop  Ealstan  and  duke  Wulfherd. 
They  defeated  the  Kentish  army,  and  pursued  their  king 
Baldred  into  the  northern  parts  beyond  the  Thames.  To 
whom  the  men  of  Kent  are  afterwards  subjected,  and  also 
the  provinces  of  Surrey  and  Sussex,  that  is,  the  midland 
and  southern  Angles. 

A.  824.  For  in  the  course  of  the  same  year  the  king  of 
the  East- Angles  with  the  wise  men  of  his  realm,  visits  £ng 
l^bert,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  protection,  on  account  of 
his  fear  of  the  Mercians. 

A.  825.  In  the  course  of  that  year  the  aforesaid  East* 
Angles  made  war  against  Bemulf  king  of  the  Mercians,  and 
having  defeated  his  army  they  slew  him  and  five  dukes  with 
him.     His  successor  was  Withlaf. 

A.  827.  Two  years  afterwards,  the  moon  was  eclipsed  ca 
the  very  night  of  Christ's  nativity.  And  in  the  same  year 
king  Egbert  reduced  under  his  power  all  that  part  of  the 
kingdom  which  lies  to  the  south  of  the  river  Humber  :  he 
was  the  eighth  king  in  Britain  who  was  famous  for  his  great 
power.  For  the  first  was  JBlla  king  of  the  South- Angles, 
who  possessed  the  same  dominions  as  Egbert ;  the  second 
was  Ceawlin  king  of  the  West- Angles  ;  the  third  Ethelbert 
king  of  Kent ;  the  fourth  Eedwald  king  of  the  East- Angles ; 
the  fifth  Edwin  king  of  Northumbria ;  the  sixth  Oswald ; 
the  seventh  Oswy  brother  of  Oswald  ;  after  whom  the  eighth 
Egbert,  of  whom  we  have  made  mention  above.  He  led  his 
army  against  the  Northumbrians,  who  also  bent  their  necks 
and  submitted  to  him. 

A.  828.  At  the  end  of  a  year  therefore,  Withlaf  again 
received  the  kingdom.  At  that  time  also,  king  Egbert  led 
his  army  against  the  northern  Britons,  and  when  he  had  sub- 
dued all  of  them,  he  returned  in  peace. 

A.  832.  After  four  years  therefore  the  pagans  devastated 
the  territories  of  a  place  called  Sceapige.* 

A.  833.  After  one  year  Egbert  fought  against  the  pagan 
fleet,  in  number  thirty-five  vessels,  at  a  place  called  Carrum 
[Charmouth]  :  and  the  Danes  obtained  the  victory. 

A.  836.  Lastly  after  three  years,  a  large  army  of  Britons 
approached  the  frontiers  of  the  West-Saxons :  without  do- 

*  The  lale  of  Sheppey. 
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lay  they  form  themselves  into  a  compact  body,  and  carry 
their  arms  against  Egbert  king  of  the  Angles.  Egbert 
therefore  having  ascertained  the  state  of  .things  beforehand, 
assembled  his  army  and  twice  imbued  their  weapons  in  the 
blood  of  the  Britons  at  Hengeston,*  and  put  them  to  flight. 

A.  837.  At  the  end  of  a  year  the  powerful  king  Egbert 
died. 

Chap.  HI. — Ofihe  reign  of  Ethelwt^f  and  qfhU  deeds. 

After  his  death,  Athulf  f  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  his 
father  Egbert,  and  he  delivered  up  the  kingdom  of  Kent  to 
his  son  Athelstan,  together  with  East- Saxony,  South- Saxony, 
and  Surrey,  i.  e.  the  eastern,  southern  and  midland  parts. 

A.  838.  After  one  year,  duke  Wulf  herd  fought  with  the 
pagan  fleet  near  the  town  of  Hamptun  [Southampton], 
and  having  slain  many  of  them  gained  the  victory :  the 
number  of  ships  in  the  fleet  was  thirty-three.  After  this 
exploit  the  duke  himself  died  in  peace.  The  same  year 
duke  Ethelhelm,  with  the  people  of  the  province  of  Dorset, 
fought  another  battle  against  the  pagan  army  at  Port,  and 
pursued  them  some  distance:  but  afterwards  the  Danes 
were  victorious,  and  slew  the  duke  and  his  companions  with 
him. 

A.  839.  After  one  year  duke  Herebert  was  slain  by  the 
Danes  at  Merswarum  ;|  &i^d  the  same  year  a  great  slaughter 
was  made  by  that  army  in  the  city  of  Lindsey,  and  in  the 
province  of  Kent,  and  in  East  Anglia. 

A.  840.  Also  after  one  year,  the  same  thing  took  place  in 
the  dty  of  London,  in  Quintanwic  [Canterbury],  and  in  the 
town  of  Bochester. 

A.  841.  Meanwhile,  after  one  year  king  Ethelwulf  fought 
against  the  Danes  at  a  place  called  Charmouth,  by  whom  also 
lie  was  vanquished,  and  the  victors  kept  possession  of  the 
ground. 

A.  844.  Three  years  afterwards  duke  Eanwulf,  who 
governed  the  province  of  Somerset,  and  bishop  Ealstan 
abo^  and  Osric  duke  of  Dorset,  fought  a  battle  against  the 
pagans  at  the  mouth  of  the  Parret  before-mentioned ;  where 

*  Hengston-hOl,  Cornwall, 
f  (Generally  called  Ethelwulf  by  modem  writen. 
[  X  Romney  Manh. 
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they  gained  the  victorj,  having  defeated  the  Danish  annj. 
Alao  in  the  same  year  king  Athelstan  and  duke  Elchere 
fought  against  the  army  of  the  above-mentioned  nation  in 
the  province  of  Kent,  near  the  town  of  Sandwich,  where 
they  slew  many  of  them,  put  their  troops  to  flight|  and  took, 
nine  ships. 

A.  851.  After  seven  years  Ceorl  duke  of  Dcjvon  fought  a 
battle  against  the  pagans  atWembury,*  where  they  slew  many 
of  the  Danes  and  gained  the  victory.  In  the  course  of  the 
same  year,  the  barbadians  wintered  first  in  the  isle  of  Thanet, 
which  lies  not  far  from  Britain,  and  has  fruitful  but  not  large 
com  fields.  That  year  was  not  yet  finished,  when  a  large  fleet 
of  pagans  arrived,  350  ships,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Thames,  commonly  called  Thames-mouth,  and  destroyed  the 
city  of  Canterbury  and  the  city  of  London,  and  put  to  flight 
Berthwuif  king  of  Mercia,  having  defeated  his  army.  After 
the  battle  they  returned  beyond  the  river  Thames  towards 
the  south  through  the  province  of  Surrey,  and  there  king 
Ethelwulf  with  the  Western  Angles  met  them  :  an  immense 
number  was  slain  on  both  sides,  nor  have  we  ever  heard  of  a 
more  severe  battle  before  that  day :  these  things  happened 
near  Ockley  Wood. 

A.  854.  After  three  years  king  Burhred  asked  assistance 
from  king  Ethelwulf  to  subdue  the  Northern  Britons :  he 
granted  it,  and  having  collected  his  army,  passed  through 
the  Mercian  kingdom  to  go  against  the  Britons :  whom  he 
subdued  and  made  tributary.  In  the  same  year  king 
Ethelwulf  sent  his  son  Alfred  to  Rome,  in  the  days  of  our 
lord  pope  Leo,t  who  consecrated  him  king  and  named  him 
his  son  in  baptism,  when  we  are  accustomed  to  name  little 
children,  when  we  receive  them  from  the  bishop's  hand.  Li 
the  same  year  where  fought  battles  in  the  isle  of  Thanet 
against  the  pagans ;  and  there  was  a  great  slaughter  made 
on  both  sides,  and  many  were  drowned  in  the  sea.  The 
same  year  also  after  Easter  king  Ethelwulf  gave  his  daughter 
in  marriage  to  king  Burhred. 

A  856.  After  a  year  the  pagans  wintered  in  Shepp^.  la 
die  same  year  king  Ethelwulf  gave  the  tenth  of  all  his 
possessiosn  to  be  the  Lord's  portion,  and  so  appointed  it  to 

*  Near  Plymouth.  f  Leo  the  Pourth. 
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be  in  all  the  govemment  of  bis  kingdom.  In  the  same  year 
he  set  out  to  Borne  with  great  dignity,  and  stayed  there 
twelve  months.  As  he  returned  home,  therefore,  to  his 
country,  Charles,  king  of  the  Franks,  gave  him  his  daughter 
in  marriage,  and  he  took  her  home  with  him  to  his  own 
country. 

A.  857.  Lastly,  after  a  year  king  Ethelwulf  died,  and  his 
body  reposes  in  the  city  of  Winchester.'  Now  the  aforesaid 
king  was  son  of  king  Egbert,  and  his  grandfather  was 
Elmund,  his  great-grandfather  Eafa,  his  great-grandfather's 
father  was  Eoppa,  and  his  great-grandfather's  grandfather 
was  Ingild,  brother  of  Ina,  king  of  the  Western- Angles,  who 
ended  his  life  at  Rome ;  and  the  above-named  kings  derived 
their  origin  from  king  Kenred.  Kenred  was  the  son  of 
Ceolwold,  son  of  Cuthwin,  son  of  Ceawlin,  son  of  Cynric, 
son  of  Cerdic,  who  also  was  the  first  possessor  of  the 
western  parts  of  Britain,  after  he  had  defeated  the  armies  of 
the  Britons  :  his  father  was  Elesa,  son  of  Esla,  son  of  Gewis, 
son  of  Wig,  son  of  Freawin,  son  of  Frithogar,  son  of  Brond, 
son  of  Beldeg,  son  of  Wolden,  son  of  Frithowald,  son  of 
Frealaf,  son  of  Frithuwulf,  son  of  Finn,  son  of  Godwul^  son 
of  Geat,  son  of  Taetwa,  son  of  Beaw,  son  of  Sceldi,  son  of 
Speaf.  This  Sceaf  came  with  one  ship  to  an  island  of  the 
ocean  named  Scani,  sheathed  in  arms,  and  he  was  a  young 
boy,  and  unknown  to  the  people  of  that  land  ;  but  he  was 
received  by  them,  and  they  guarded  him  as  their  own  with 
much  care,  and  afterwards  chose  him  for  their  king.  It  is 
from  him  that  king  Ethelwulf  derives  his  descent.  And 
then  was  completed  the  fiftieth  year  from  the  beginning  of 
king  Egbert's  reign. 

HEBE  ENDS  THE  THHO)  BOOK, 
AlVD  THE  PROLOGUE  OF  THE  FOUBTH  BOOK  HERE  BEGINS. 

Three  books  are  now  finished,  and  it  remains  to  guide  my 
pen  to  the  fourth,  in  which  also  will  be  found  greater  gain, 
and  the  origin  of  our  race  is  more  clearly  intimated.  And, 
although  I  nury  seem  to  send  you  a  load  of  reading,  dearest 
sister  of  my  desire,  do  not  judge  me  harshly,  but  as  my 
writings  were  in  love  to  you,  so  may  you  read  them. 
And  may  Gkxl  Almighty,  who  is  praised  both  in  Trinity 
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and  in  TTnipotenci  ever  preserve  you  under  the  shadow  of 
his  wingSy  and  jonr  companions  with  jou.    Amen  I 

HERE  ENDS  THE  PROLOGUE. 

Chap.  I. — Of  the  reign  of  the  sons  of  king  Ethelwi^f,  namely  EthelbM 

and  Ethelbert, 

Meanwhile,  after  the  death  of  king  Ethelwulf,  his  sons  were 
raised  to  the  kingdom,  namely  Ethelbald  over  the  Western 
Angles,  and  Ethelbert  over  the  men  of  Kent,  and  the 
Eastern,  Southern,  and  Midland  Angles. 

A.  861.  When  five  years  were  completed,  king  Ethelbald 
died,  and  his  brother  Ethelbert  succeeded  to  the  possessions 
of  both.  In  those  days  a  large  fleet  of  pagans  came  to  land, 
and  destroyed  the  royal  city  which  is  called  Winton.  They 
were  encountered  by  Osric  duke  of  Hampshire,  and  Ethel- 
WTilf  duke  of  Berkshire  :  a  battle  ensued  5  the  pagans  were 
routed,  and  the  English  gained  the  victory. 

A.  865.  After  four  years,  from  the  death  of  king  Ethel- 
bald, the  pagans  strengthened  their  position  in  the  isle  of 
Thanet,  and  promise  to  be  at  peace  with  the  men  of  Kent, 
who  on  their  part  prepare  money,  ignorant  of  the  future. 
But  the  Danes  break  their  compact,  and  sallying  out 
privately  by  night,  lay  waste  all  the  eastern  coast  of  Kent. 

A.  866.  After  one  year  king  Ethelbert  died,  and  his  body 
rests  peaceably  in  the  monastery  named  Sherborne 

Chap.  II.— 0/  the  reign  of  king  Ethelred. 

Echelred  succeeded  to  the  throne  after  the  death  of  his 
brother  Ethelbert.  In  the  same  year  the  fleets  of  the  tyrant 
Hingwar  arrived  in  England  firom  the  north,  and  wintered 
among  the  East  Angles,  and  having  established  their  arms 
there,  they  get  on  their  horses,  and  make  peace  with  all  the 
inhabitants  in  their  own  neighbourhood. 

A  867.  Ailer  one  year  that  army,  leaving  the  eastern 
parts,  crossed  the  river  Homber  into  Northumberland  to  the 
city  of  Evoric,  which  is  now  commonly  called  the  city  of 
Eoferwie  [York].  For  there  was  then  a  great  dvil  dissen- 
non  between  the  inhabitants  of  that  land,  and  they  were  so 
cnnged  that  they  also  expelled  their  king  Osbert  firccQ  hii 
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■eat;  and  haying  confirmed  their  resolves,  they  chose  an 
obscure  person  for  their  king  ;  and  after  some  delay  thej 
turned  their  thoughts  to  raise  an  army  and  repulse  those  who 
were  advancing.  They  collected  together  no  small  bodies  of 
troops,  and  reconnoitred  the  enemy :  their  rage  was  excited : 
they  joined  battle,  a  miserable  slaughter  took  place  on  both 
sides,  and  the  kings  were  slain.  Those  of  them  who  were 
left  made  peace  with  the  hostile  army. 

In  the  same  year  died  Eanwulf,  duke  of  Somerset ;  also 
bishop  Ealstan,  fifty  years  after  his  succession  to  the  bishop* 
ric,  in  the  diocese  called  Sherborne.  There  also  his  body 
now  reposes ;  and  that  of  the  above-named  duke  in  the 
monastery  called  Glastonbury. 

A.  868.  After  one  year  therefore,  the  army  of  the  pagans, 
of  whose  arrival  we  have  spoken  above,  measured  out  their 
camp  in  a  place  called  Snotingaham  [Nottingham],  and  there 
they  passed  the  winter,  and  Burhred  king  of  the  Mercians, 
with  his  nobles,  consented  to  their  remaining  there  without 
reproach. 

A.  869.  At  the  end  of  a  year  therefore,  the  army  was 
transported  to  York,  and  there  also  they  measured  out  their 
camp  in  the  winter  season. 

A  870.  Again  after  a  year  they  departed,  and  passed 
through  Mercia  into  East-Anglia,  and  there  measured  out 
their  camp  for  the  winter  at  Thetford.  King  Edmund  car- 
ried on  war  against  them  for  a  short  time,  but  he  was  slain 
there  by  them,  and  his  body  lies  entombed  at  a  place  called 
Beodoricsworthe,*  and  the  barbarians  obtained  the  victory, 
but  with  the  loss  of  their  king  soon  afterwards :  for  king 
Hingwar  died  the  same  year  ;  archbishop  Ceolnoth  also  died 
that  same  year,  and  is  buried  in  the  city  of  Canterbury. 

A.  871.  After  one  year  therefore  the  army  of  the  barba* 
rians  above-mentioned  set  out  for  Heading,  and  the  principal 
object  of  the  impious  crew  was  to  attack  the  West-Saxons ; 
and  three  days  after  they  came,  their  two  consuls,  forgetting 
that  they  were  not  on  board  their  fieet,  rode  proudly  through 
fields  and  meadows  on  horseback,  which  nature  had  denied 
to  them.} 

*  Buiy  St  EdmundB,  Suffolk. 

f  I  ahall  be  gM  if  mj  iead«i  will  find  a  better  tninslatioa  for  toil 
•laeiiie  aid  inflaled  pan^p. 
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But  dake  Ethelwulf  met  them,  and  though  his  troops  were 
feWy  their  hearts  resided  in  brave  dwellings :  thej  point 
their  darts,  they  rout  the  enemy,  and  triumph  in  abundant 
spoils.  At  length  four  days  after  their  meeting,  Ethelred 
arrives  with  his  army;  an  indescribable  battle  is  fought, 
now  these,  now  those  urge  on  the  fight  with  spears  immove- 
able ;  duke  Ethelwulf  falls,  who  a  short  time  before  had 
obtained  the  victory :  the  barbarians  at  last  triumph.  The 
body  of  the  above-named  duke  is  privately  withdrawn,  and 
carried  into  the  province  of  the  Mercians,  to  a  place  csJled 
Northworthig,  but  Derby  in  the  language  of  the  Danes. 
Four  days  after  king  Ethelred  with  his  brother  Alfred  fought 
again  with  all  the  army  of  the  Danes  at  ^scesdune  ;*  and 
there  was  great  slaughter  on  both  sides :  but  at  last  king 
Ethelred  obtained  the  victory.  But  it  is  proper  that  I  should 
declare  the  names  of  those  chiefs  who  fell  there :  Bagsac 
king,  the  veteran  Sidrac  their  consul,  the  younger  Sidrac 
also,  the  consul  Osbem,  the  consul  Frene,  the  consul  Harold ; 
and,  so  to  speak,  all  the  flower  of  the  barbarian  youth  was 
there  slain,  so  that  neither  before  nor  since  was  ever  such 
destruction  known  since  the  Saxons  first  gained  Britain  by 
their  arms. 

Fourteen  days  after,  they  again  took  courage  and  a  second 
battle  was  fought  at  a  place  called  Basing  :  the  barbarians 
came  and  took  part  over  against  them  ;  the  fight  began,  and 
hope  passed  from  the  one  side  to  the  other ;  the  royal 
army  was  deceived,  the  enemy  had  the  victory,  but  gained  no 
spoils. 

Furthermore  after  two  months  the  aforesaid  king  Ethelred 
renewed  the  battle,  and  with  him  was  his  brother  Alfred,  at 
Merton,  against  all  the  army  of  the  barbarians,  and  a  large 
number  was  slain  on  both  sides.  The  barbarians  obtained 
the  victory  ;  bishop  Heahmund  there  fell  by  the  sword,  and 
his  body  Hes  buried  at  Csegineshamme.!  Many  others  also 
fell  or  fled  in  that  battle,  concerning  whom  it  seems  to  be  a 
loss  of  time  to  speak  more  minutely  at  present  Lastly, 
afler  the  above-mentioned  battle,  and  after  the  Easter  of  tho 
same  year,  died  king  Ethelred,  from  whose  family  I  deriva 
my  origiii. 

*  See  WiUkm  of  Malmetbiiix,  b.  ii.  c.  3,  p.  HI,  note.  f  Kcgrnihiaib 
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And  iiow  I  have  followed  up  mjplan,  dear  couain  Matilda, 
and  win  begin  to  consolidate  my  subject ;  and  like  a  ship 
which,  having  sailed  a  long  way  over  the  waves,  already 
occupies  the  port,  to  which  in  her  patient  voyage  she  had 
been  tending  :  so  we,  like  sailors,  are  already  entering,  and 
aa  I  briefly  intimated  to  you  in  my  former  epistle*  so  also  in 
the  prefaces  to  this  present  book,  and  without  any  impro- 
priety I  again  remind  you,  and  though  I  cut  short  the  course 
of  that  which  is  visionary,  not  impelled  by  necessity,  but 
through  love  of  your  affection,  I  now  send  it  you  again  more 
fully  to  be  meditated  upon  concerning  the  origin  of  our 
family,  and  sufficiently  embrace  the  study  of  your  sincerity.* 

Thus  far  then  :  I  will  now  leave  obscurity  and  begin  to 
speak  concerning  the  sons  of  Ethelwulf.  They  were  five  in 
number :  the  first  was  Ethelstan,  who  also  shared  the  king* 
dom  with  his  father:  the  second  was  Ethelbald,  who  also 
was  king  of  the  Western  English :  the  third  was  Ethelberti 
king  of  Kent :  the  fourth  was  Ethelred,  who  after  the  death 
of  Ethelbert  succeeded  to  the  kingdom,  and  was  also  my 
grandfather's  grandfather :  the  fifth  was  Alfred,  who  sue* 
ceeded  after  all  the  others  to  the  whole  sovereignty,  and  was 
your  grandfather's  grandfather.  Wherefore  I  make  known 
to  you,  my  beloved  cousin  Matilda,  that  I  receive  these  things 
from  ancient  tradition,  and  have  taken  care  in  most  brief 
style  to  write  the  history  of  our  race  down  to  these  two 
kings,  from  whom  we  have  taken  our  origin.  To  you  there- 
fore, most  beloved,  I  devote  this  work,  compelled  by  the  love 
of  our  relationship  :  if  others  receive  them  with  haughtiness, 
they  will  be  judged  unworthy  of  the  feast ;  if  otherwise,  we 
advise  all  in  charity  to  gather  what  is  set  before  them.  Let 
us  return  then  to  the  story  that  we  broke  ofi^,  and  to  the 
death  of  the  above-named  Ethelred.  His  reign  lasted  five 
years,  and  he  is  buried  in  the  monastery  which  goes  by  the 
name  of  Wimbome. 

Chap.  III. — Of  the  relffn  of  king  Alfred, 
A.  871.  After  these  things,  Alfred  obtained  the  kingdom 
when  his  brothers  were  dead, — ^he  also  was  the  youngest  son 
of  king  Ethelwulf— over  all  the  provinces  of  Britain. 

*  I  must  again  request  the  reader  to  pardon  the  obscurity  which  so  f^« 
qaflntly  occun  in  our  author's  style,  and  my  inability  to  deal  with  such 
;  tiM  abore  k  a  tolerably  close  translation  of  the  original. 
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Thero  came  a  stunmer-armj  innumerable  to  Reading,  and 
wei>3  eager  to  fight  against  the  army  of  the  West- Angles  :  to 
their  aid  also  came  those  who  had  already  long  time  been 
ravaging.  But  the  army  of  the  Angles  at  that  time  was 
small  on  account  of  the  king's  absence,  who  at  the  same  time 
had  performed  his  brother's  obsequies,  and  although  their 
ranks  were  not  full,  yet  their  hearts  were  firm  in  their 
breasts^  they  rgoice  in  the  fight,  and  repel  the  enemy :  but 
at  length  oppr^sed  with  fatigue,  they  cease  from  the  fight. 
The  barbarians  hold  possession  of  a  sterile  field  of  batUe : 
afterwards  also  they  spread  themselves  and  ravage  the 
country.  During  their  foul  domination,  there  were  three 
battles  fought  by  the  Angles,  besides  the  battles  before- 
mentioned,  and  eleven  of  their  consuls,  whom  they  call 
**  earls,**  were  slain,  and  one  of  their  kings.  Lastly,  in  the 
same  year  the  Eastern  Angles  made  peace  with  them.  And 
the  number  of  years  to  the  encamping  of  the  barbarian 
army  in  Beading  and  to  the  death  of  king  Ethelred  and  the 
succession  of  his  brother  Alfred  was  the  seventy-first  from 
the  time  that  Egbert  had  first  consolidated  the  kingdom,  and 
forty-seven  from  the  time  that  the  Mercians  and  Western 
Angles  carried  on  civil  wars  at  the  place  called  Ellandune,* 
and  king  Egbert  received  the  name  of  victor  twenty-six 
y^irs  from  Uie  time  that  the  battle  was  fought  in  Pedredan 
[Petherton]  ;  and  twenty  years  afker  the  contest  which  was 
waged  near  the  wood  called  Ockley,  and  lastly  five  years 
from  the  arrival  of  the  pagans  in  the  country  of  the  East 
Anghs :  and  without  long  delay,  they  then  went  to  Beading. 

A.  872.  After  a  year  had  elapsed  from  the  time  of  their 
coming  to  Beading,  they  measured  out  their  camp  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  London.  But  the  Mercians 
nitily  a  treaty  with  them,  and  pay  a  stipend. 

A.  873.  Ailer  one  year  the  barbarians  change  their 
position  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  of  Lindsey  in  a 
place  called  Torksey.  The  Mercian  people  renew  their 
treaty  with  them. 

A.  S74.  After  the  lapse  of  a  year,  the  barbarians  at  length 
remove  to  a  place  called  Bepton,  and  drive  king  Burhred 
from  the  kingdom  beyond  the  sea.    Twenty  and  two  yean 
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are  enumerated  from  the  time  that  he  first  occupied  hia 
fadier^s  kingdom.  Thej  now  break  the  peace,  and  devastate 
the  hmds  of  the  Mercians.  The  above-named  king  did  not 
abandon  his  hope  in  Clirist,  but  made  a  journey  to  Rome  and 
died  there,  and  his  body,  laid  in  a  worthy  mausoleum,  reposes 
in  the  temple  of  Chrisf  s  blessed  mother,  which  is  now  called 
the  school  of  the  English.  At  the  same  time  Ceolwulf 
possessed  the  kingdom  of  the  Mercians. 

A.  875.  Lastly  after  a  year,  the  barbarians  divide  the 
kingdom  into  two  parts :  and  Halfdene  the  leader  of  the 
barbarians  took  one  part,  namely  the  kingdom  of  the 
Northumbrians,  and  there  he  chose  his  winter-quarters  near 
the  river  called  the  Tyne,  and  they  ravaged  the  country 
there  on  every  side.  But  they  also  made  frequent  wars  on 
the  Picts  and  the  men  of  Cumberland.  Oskytel  also,  and 
Grothrun,  and  Anwind,  their  three  kings,  with  an  immense 
army,  came  from  Repton  to  a  place  called  Grantabridge 
[Cambridge],  and  there  remained  twelve  months.  Further- 
more in  the  sunmier  of  the  same  year,  king  Alfred  came  out 
with  his  army  on  board  a  fleet  by  sea,  and  the  barbarians 
met  them  with  seven  tall  vessels.  A  battle  ensues,  and 
the  Danes  are  routed  :  the  king  takes  one  of  their  ships. 

A.  876.  After  one  year,  the  tyrant  Halfdene  obtained  the 
kingdom  of  the  Northumbrians,  all  of  whom  he  reduced  tc 
subjection.  And  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  the  army 
which  had  been  at  Cambridge  made  a  junction  with  the 
western  army,  a  thing  which  they  had  not  done  before,  near 
the  town  which  is  called  Warehiun,  and  ravaged  the  greater 
part  of  that  province.  Also  the  king  ratified  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  them  and  gave  them  money.  But  they  gave  him 
hostages  chosen  out  of  their  army,  and  made  oath  to  him  on 
their  sacred  bracelet  which  they  had  never  done  to  the  kings 
of  the  other  districts,  that  they  would  quickly  leave  their 
territories. 

A.  877.  But  they  broke  the  peace  and  contravened  their 
engagements,  and  the  following  year  extended  their  troops 
into  the  province  of  Devon,  where  they  passed  the  winter  at 
Exeter.  Lastly  their  fleets  put  to  sea  and  spread  their  sails 
to  the  wind :  but  a  lamentable  storm  came  on,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  them,  namely  a  hundred  of  their  chief  shipSi 
were  sui^  near  the  rock  which  is  called  Swanwich.    "Am 
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barbaiians  renew  their  fraud  and  offer  peace :  hostages  were 
given,  more  than  were  demanded,  to  the  effect  that  they  would 
withdraw  out  of  the  territories  of  king  Alfred  ;  and  they  did 
80.  Thej  dcTastate  the  kingdom  of  the  Mercians  and  drive 
out  all  the  free  men.  They  erect  their  huts  in  the  town  of 
Gloucester. 

A.  878.  At  the  end  of  that  year  therefore  this  foul  mob 
broke  the  compact  which  they  had  before  solemnly  made  with 
the  Western  Angles,  and  they  take  up  their  winter-quarters 
St  Chippenham.  The  people  were  everywhere  unable  to 
resist :  some  of  them  were  driven  by  the  impious  wretches 
over  the  sea  into  Gaul.  King  Alfred  was  at  this  time 
straitened  more  than  was  becoming.  Ethelnoth  also  duke  of 
Somerset  lived  Avith  a  narrow  retinue  in  a  certain  wood,  and 
they  built  a  strong-hold  in  the  island  of  Athelingay,*  which 
seems  to  have  been  situated  in  a  marsh.  But  the  aforesaid 
king  fought  daily  battles  against  the  barbarians,  having  with 
bim  the  pro\dnce  of  Somerset  only  ;  no  others  assisted  him, 
except  the  servants  who  made  use  of  the  king's  pastures.  In 
the  same  year  arrived  Halfdene  brother  of  the  tyrant 
Hingwar  with  thirty  galleys,  in  the  western  parts  of  the 
Angles,  and  besieged  Odda  duke  of  Devon  in  a  certain 
castle,  and  war  was  stirred  up  on  all  sides.  The  king  of  the 
barbarians  fell,  and  eighty  decads  with  him.  At  last  the 
Danes  obtain  the  victory. 

Meanwhile,  after  the  Easter  j  of  that  year,  king  Alfred 
fought  against  the  army  that  was  in  Chippenham,  at  a  place 
called  Ethandune,^  and  they  obtain  the  victory.  But  after 
the  decision  of  the  battle,  the  barbarians  promise  peace,  ask 
a  truce,  give  hostages,  and  bind  themselves  by  oath:  their 
king  submits  to  be  baptized,  and  Alfi*ed  the  king  receives 
him  from  the  laver  in  the  marshy  isle  of  Alney.§  Duke  ^ 
Ethelnoth  also  purified  the  same  at  a  place  ciJled  Wed- 
more,  and  king  Alfred  there  bestowed  upon  him  magnificent 
boners. 

*  Athelney,  no  longer  an  island  is  situated  near  Borough»hridge  in 
Somersetshire. 

t  Easter  Day  was  the  28rd  of  March  in  the  rear  878.     t  Heddington. 

i  Some  suppose  that  this  is  AUer  near  Athelingay,  or  Athebiej;  but 
AtnelneT  itself  is  called  Alney  by  the  common  people:  it  is  therefore  more 
Kkely  that  Athelingay  and  Alney  were  the  same  place,  as  they  aie  al 
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A.  879.  After  a  year  irom  the  time  of  the  pagan  Brmj 
leaving  Gloucester,  thej  marched  to  Cirencester,  and  there 
wintered.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year  the  sun  was 
eclipsed. 

A.  880.  A  year  after  the  eclipse,  the  aforesaid  army 
struck  their  tents,  and  leaving  Cirencester  went  into  the 
country  of  the  East  Angles,  and  pitching  their  camp,  re- 
duced all  the  inhabitants  of  those  parts  to  subjection.  And 
it  was  now  fourteen  years  since  the  barbarians  first  wintered 
in  the  country  aforesaid,  and  ravaged  it.  In  the  same  year, 
when  they  had  reduced  the  district  aforesai.d,  they  went  in 
a  vessel  to  Graul  and  took  up  a  position  at  a  place  called 
Ghent :  the  same  men  who  had  formerly  measured  out  their 
camp  at  a  place  called  Fulham. 

A.  881.  After  a  year,  they  attempt  to  proceed  further; 
but  the  armies  of  the  Franks  assail  them  and  gain  the  vic- 
tory ;  the  barbarians  were  put  to  flight 

A.  882.  After  a  year  the  aforesaid  army  passed  into  the 
upper  districts  of  the  Maese  and  measured  out  their  camp  at 
a  place  called  Escelum.*  In  the  same  year  king  Alfred 
put  to  sea  and  fell  in  with  four  ships;  which  he  defeated, 
and  destroyed  two,  the  others  surrendered. 

A.  883.  The  next  year  the  aforesaid  army  entered  the 
parishes  of  the  Scald,!  to  a  place  called  Cundath;}  and 
there  measured  out  their  camp  for  the  winter. 

A.  884.  After  one  year  had  expired,  that  pestilential 
army  aforesaid  removed  to  the  higher  districts  of  the  Somme^ 
to  a  place  called  £mbenum,§  and  there  wintered. 

A.  885.  After  a  year  they  divide  themselves  into  two 
parts:  one  to  Sofenum,||  the  other  to  Rochester;  and  they 
laid  siege  to  those  towns.  They  also  construct  other  smaller 
camps.  Defeat  prevails  among  the  inhabitants  until  the  ar- 
rival of  king  Alfred  with  an  army.    The  foul  plague  was 

vanquished,  vnd  sought  reinforcement %     Some  of  them 

made  for  tho  sea-coasts.     The  same  year  they  renewed  their 


*  AschlOiia,  or  Ascloha,  is  on  the  Maese,  about  fourteen  miles  from  the 
Rhine.  f  The  Scheldt.  X  Cond^. 

§  More  commonly  Ambiani,  now  Amiens.  ||  Louvain. 

^  I  admowledge  my  inability  to  translate  this  and  many  other  paMBfBi 
of  this  obscure  author.  The  events  which  here  follow  for  the  next  hall 
|Nife  are  refored  by  the  Saxon  Chronicle  to  the  year  894. 
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league,  aiid  gave  hostages  to  the  English,  and  twice  in  the 
year  they  counted  the  spoil  which  they  had  ohtained  by 
fraud,  in  the  land  which  borders  on  the  southern  bank  of 
the  Thames.  The  filthy  crew  which  were  then  in  possession 
of  the  East  Angles,  suddenly  removed  to  a  place  called  Bam-> 
fleet;  and  there  the  allied  band  divided;  some  of  them  re- 
mained, and  some  of  them  went  beyond  the  sea.  In  the 
same  year,  therefore,  the  aforesaid  king  Alfred  sent  his  fleet 
into  the  country  of  the  East  Angles,  and  immediately  on 
their  arrival,  there  met  them  at  a  place  called  Stourmouth 
sixteen  ships,  which  they  forthwith  ravaged,  and  slew  the 
captains  with  the  sword.  The  rest  of  the  pirate-crew  met 
them ;  they  ply  their  oars,  their  armour  shines  over  the  con* 
strained  waters,  the  barbarians  obtain  the  victory.  In  the 
same  year  died  Charles  the  Magnificent  king  of  the  Franks, 
cut  off  by  death  before  the  revolution  of  one  year ;  after  him 
came  his  uterine  brother  who  ruled  over  the  western  coasts 
of  GrauL  Both  were  sons  of  Louis,  who  had  formerly  pos- 
sessed the  sole  sovereignty :  his  life  had  reached  its  termina- 
tion during  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  aforesaid.  He  was  son  of 
the  great  king  Charles,  whose  daughter  Ethelwulf  king  of 
the  English  had  taken  to  wife.  In  the  course  of  that  year, 
a  great  number  of  barbarians  landed  and  filled  the  coasts  of 
the  Old  Saxons ;  two  battles  were  fought  soon  after :  the 
Saxons  were  the  victors,  and  the  Frisons  also  were  present 
in  the  contest.  In  the  same  year  Charles  the  Younger  suc- 
ceeded to  the  sovereignty  of  all  the  western  parts  of  Gaul  as 
far  as  the  Tyrrhenian  sea,  and,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of  the 
dominions  of  his  grandfather,  except  the  province  of  the 
Lidwiccas.*  His  father  was  Lodwicus,  brother  of  the  middle 
Charles  whose  daughter  was  married  to  Ethelwulf  king  of 
the  English.  And  both  of  these  were  sons  of  Lodwicus^ 
namely,  Lodwicus  was  son  of  Charlemagne  who  was  the 
son  of  Pepin. 

In  the  same  year  died  the  blessed  pope  Martin,f  who  also 
gave  freedom  to  the  school  of  the  English,  by  the  appointment 
of  king  Alfred,  and  sent  as  a  present  part  of  the  thrice  blessed 
cross  of  Christ,  who  is  the  salvation  of  the  world.  In  the 
course  of  that  year,  the  above-named  pestilential  crew  broke 
theii*  engagements,  and  marched  in  arms  against  king  Alfred. 

*  Annorica.  or  Bretagne.         f  ThSs  should  be  Matlnui,  not  Maitinai. 
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Lastly,  after  a  year,  they  went  to  the  lowe:  parts  of  Gran], 
and  fixed  on  a  place  to  winter  near  the  rivejr  Seine.  Mean- 
while, the  city  of  London  was  fortified  by  king  Alfred,  whom 
no  civil  discord  could  subdue,  either  by  cunning  or  by  force : 
all  men  received  him  as  a  saviour,  and  particularly  the  Sax- 
ons—except the  barbarians — and  those  who  were  then  held 
prisoners  in  their  hands.  Also,  after  his  army  was  strength- 
ened, Ethered  was  appointed  leader  there  by  the  aforesaid 
king,  to  guard  the  citadeL 

A.  887.  Now  the  army  which  were  at  that  time  ravaging 
the  country  of  Graul  cut  their  way  through  the  bridge  of  the 
citadel  of  Paris,  and  devastated  the  whole  country  dong  the 
Seine,  as  far  as  the  Mame,  and  above  its  vertex,  as  far  as 
Catsig  [Chezy],  where  they  thrice  fixed  their  winter  quarters. 
Li  the  same  year  also  died  Charles,  king  of  the  Franks,  and  his 
cousin  Amidf  succeeded  to  the  kingdom,  seven  years  before 
his  uncle's  death.  The  kingdom  was  then  divided  into  five, 
and  so  many  kings  in  the  same  :  but  all  things  are  done  by 
the  permission  of  king  Amulf,  and  they  promised  to  be  all 
under  his  subjection,  because  they  were  not  like  him,  de- 
scended from  the  paternal  stock ;  and  he  lived  after  this  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  river  Rhine.  But  Rodulf  occupied 
the  middle  parts  of  the  kingdom,  Oda  the  western  parts,  and 
Beomgar  with  Witha  held  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards 
from  Sie  division  of  the  Jovian  mountain.*  There  they 
began  a  civil  war ;  people  assailed  people ;  the  lands  of  both 
were  continually  disturbed,  nor  was  there  any  hope  of  quiet. 

The  same  year,  in  which  the  barbarians  had  settled  on  the 
bridge  of  Paris,  duke  Ethelhelm  received  no  small  part  of  the 
money  paid  from  the  diocese  of  the  English  by  the  king  for 
the  people,  and  went  to  Bome.  In  the  same  year  died 
queen  Ethelswith. 

A.  888.  Li  the  lapse  of  the  same  year  also,  archbishop 
Athelred  deceased,  and  Ethdwold,  commander  in  Kent. 

A.  889.  After  one  year,  abbat  Bemhelm  carried  to  Bome 
the  alms  for  the  people,  and  principally  those  of  the  western 
English  and  of  king  Alfred.  Then  also  Gothrun,  king  of 
the  northern  English,  yielded  his  breath  to  Orcus  ;  he  had 
taken  the  name  c^  Athelstan,  as  he  came  out  of  the  baptifl- 
mal  laveTy  from  his  godfather,  king  Alfred,  and  had  bis  seat 

*  Mount  St.  Baniard* 
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among  the  East-Angles^  since  he  there  also  had  held  the 
first  station. 

In  the  same  year,  the  aforesaid  armj  of  barbarians  re- 
moved from  the  river  Seine  to  a  place  calkd  Santlaudah,* 
situated  between  the  Bretons  and  the  Franks  ;  but  the  Bre- 
tons met  them  in  arms,  and  obtained  the  victory,  and  followed 
them  to  the  windings  of  a  certain  river,  and  there  not  n  few 
of  them  were  drowned  in  the  waters. 

A.  891.  One  year  aflerwards,  the  bands  of  the  aforesaid 
army  visited  the  eastern  parts  of  France  ;  king  Arnulf  met 
them  ;  a  fight  of  cavalry  took  place  before  the  fleets  arrived. 
An  army  of  eastern  Fnmks  came  up,  Saxons  and  Bavarians  ; 
the  pagans  spread  their  sails  to  flee.     In  the  same  year, 
three  chosen  men  of  Hibernian  race,  burning  with  piety, 
leave  their  country :  they  privately  form  a  boat  by  sewing 
ox-hides ;  they  put  into  it  provisions  for  a  week  ;  they  sail 
seven  days  and  seven  nights,  and  arrive  on  the  shores  of 
Cornwall :  here  they  left  their  fleet,  which  had  been  guided, 
not  by  the  strength  of  their  arms,  but  by  the  power  of  Him 
who  rules  all  things,  and  set  out  for  the  court  of  king  Alfred, 
who  with  his  senate  rejoice  in  their  coming.     From  thence 
they  proceed  to  Rome,  and,  as  is  customary  with  teachers  of 
Christy  they  essay  to  go  thence  to  Jerusalem  rj    ....  Their 
names  were,   Dubslane,   the  first ;   Macbeth,   the  second ; 
Maelinmun,  the  third,  flourishing  in  the  arts,  skilled  in  let- 
ters, and  a  distinguished  master  of  the  Scots.     Also  in  the 
same  year,  afler  £aster  a  comet  appeared,  which  some  think 
to  be  an  omen  of  foul  times,  which  have  already  past ;  but  it 
is  the  most  approved  theory  of  philosophers,  that  they  fore- 
tel  future  things,  as  has  been  tried  in  many  ways. 

A.  893.  One  year  after  the  barbarians  fought  against  king 
Arnulf,  they  go  to  Boulogne,  and  there  build  a  fleet,  and  pass 
over  into  England.  There  they  station  their  fleet  in  the  Lim- 
nean  port,  at  a  place  called  Apoldre  [Appledore,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Kent,]  and  destroy  an  ancient  castle,  because  there 
was  but  a  smidl  band  of  rustics  within,  and  there  th^  make 
their  winter  camp.  In  the  coarse  of  this  year,  a  large  fleet  be- 
longing to  Hasten  arrives  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Thamei^ 

•SaktLo. 

1 1  omH  thii  obtcnre  pMMge  father  tium  run  the  riik  of  mklnaiHng  tW 
sndcr  bj  an  inacemat*  tmuktioii  of  it. 
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and  found  a  citadel  on  the  coasts  of  Kent,  at  a  place  called 
Mlddleton  [Milton]  :  they  encamp  there  the  whole  winter  ; 
and  the  number  of  years  that  had  elapsed  from  the  glorious 
nativity  of  our  Saviour  was  nine  hundred,  all  but  seven. 

After  the  Easter  of  that  year,  the  army  which  had  come 
from  Gaul  leave  their  camp,  and  trace  the  intricacies  of  a 
certain  immense  wood,  which  is  called  Andred,  and  they  ex- 
tend as  far  as  the  Western  Angles.  Slowly  as  they  go,  they 
ravage  the  adjoining  provinces,  Hampshire  and  Berkshire  : 
these  things  were  told  to  the  heir  of  Edward,  son  of  king 
Alfred,  who  had  been  exercising  himself  in  the  southera 
parts  of  England.  After  this  they  reach  the  Western  An* 
gles,  who  meet  then  with  threatening  arms  and  dense  array 
at  Famham :  they  exult,  freed  by  the  arrival  of  the  prince,  like 
sheep  under  the  protection  of  the  shepherd ;  the  tjrrant  is 
wounded,  and  his  troops  are  driven  across  the  river  Thames 
into  the  northern  countries. 

Meanwhile,  the  Danes  are  held  besieged  in  Thomey  isle. 
Earl  Ethered,  setting  out  from  the  city  of  London,  lent  his 
aid  to  the  prince.  The  barbarians  asked  peace  and  a  treaty  : 
hostages  are  given,  they  promise  by  oath  to  leave  the  king-^ 
dom  of  the  aforesaid  king  ;  their  words  and  deeds  agree  to- 
gether without  delay.  Lastly,  they  set  out  for  the  country 
of  the  East- Angles,  formerly  governed  by  the  king  Saint 
Edmund,  and  their  ships  fly  round  to  them  from  the  Limnean 
port  to  Meresige  [Mersey],  a  place  in  Kent. 

Li  the  course  of  the  same  year.  Hasten  breaks  away  with 
his  band  from  Bamfleet,  and  devastates  all  Mercia,  until  they 
arrive  at  the  end  of  Britain.  The  army,  which  was  then  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  supplied  them  with  reinforce- 
ments, and  the  Northumbrian,  in  the  same  way.  The  illus- 
trious duke  Ethelm,  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  and  duke 
Kthelnoth,  with  an  army  of  Western -Angles,  followed  be- 
hind them,  and  Ethered,  earl  of  the  Mercians,  pressed  after 
them  with  great  impetuosity.  The  youth  of  both  people 
join  battle,  and  the  Angles  obtain  the  victor}*.  These  things 
are  said  by  ancient  writers  to  have  been  done  at  Buttington, 
and  the  exertions  of  the  Danes  appeared  futile  ;  they  again 
ratify  peace,  give  hostages,  and  promise  to  leave  that  part  oJ 
the  country.    Li  the  same  year  Danaasuda,*  in  Bamfleet,  waa 

^  This  muit  be  the  fortress  which  Hasten's  men  built  in  Bamfleet* 
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destrojed  bj  the  people^  and  they  divide  the  treasui^  am<Mig 
them. 

After  this,  Sigeferth,  the  pirate,  lands  from  his  fleet  in 
Northomhria,  and  twice  devastates  the  coast,  after  which  he 
returns  home. 

A.  895.  When  two  years  were  completed,  from  the  time 
that  an  immense  fleet  came  from  Boulogne  to  Limnse,  a  town 
of  the  Angles,  duke  Ethelnoth  set  out  from  the  western 
parts  of  the  Angles,  and  goes  from  the  city  of  York  against 
the  enemy,  who  devastate  no  small  tracts  of  land  in  the  king- 
dom of  the  Mercians,  on  the  west  of  Stanford ;  t.  e.  between 
the  courses  of  the  river  AYeolod*  and  a  thick  wood,  called 
Ceofltefne. 

A  896.  In  the  course  of  one  year  also,  died  Guthfrid, 
king  of  the  Northumbrians,  on  the  birth-day  of  Christ's 
apostle,  St  Bartholomew,  whose  body  is  buried  at  York,  in 
the  high  church. 

A.  900.  Meanwhile,  after  four  years,  from  the  time  that 
the  above-named  king  died,  there  was  a  great  discord  among 
the  English,  becaase  the  fotd  bands  of  the  Danes  still  re- 
mained throughout  Northumberland.  Lastly,  in  the  same 
year,  king  Alfred  departed  out  of  this  world,  that  immove- 
able pillar  of  the  Western  Saxons,  that  man  full  of  justice, 
Dold  in  arms,  learned  in  speech,  and,  above  all  other  things, 
imbued  with  the  divine  instructions.  For  he  had  translated 
into  his  own  language,  out  of  Latin,  unnumbered  volumes,  of 
so  varied  a  nature,  and  so  excellently,  that  the  sorrowful 
book  of  Boethius  seemed,  not  only  to  the  learned,  but  even 
to  those  who  heard  it  read,  as  it  were,  brought  to  life  again. 
The  monarch  died  on  the  seventh  day  before  the  solemnity 
of  All  Saints,  and  his  body  rests  in  peace  in  the  city  of  Win- 
ton.  Pray,  O  reader,  to  Christ  our  Eedeemer,  that  he  will 
save  his  soul ! 

Chap.  IT. — Of  (he  reign  ofldng  Edward^  and  qfhis  wart. 

A.  901.  The  successor  to  the  throne  was  Edward,  son  of 
the  above-named  king.  He  was  elected  by  the  nobles,  and 
crowned  with  the  royal  crown  on  Whitsunday,  one  hundred 
years  having  elapsed  since  his  great  grandfather,  Egbert. 

^  Wellandi  Northamptooshii^ 
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bad  gained  his  present  territories.  In  the  same  year  Ethel* 
bald  received,  in  the  citj  of  London,  the  bishopric  of  the 
ci^  of  York ;  and,  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  years  com- 
pleted, since  Christ  came  in  the  flesh,  was  nine  hundred  fulL 

A,  902.  After  two  years  was  the  battle  of  Holme.* 

Five  days  after  the  festival  of  the  blessed  mother,  thej 
lock  together  their  shields,  brandish  their  swords,  and  vi- 
brate their  lances  in  both  hands.  There  fell  duke  Siwulf 
and  Sigelm,  and  almost  all  the  Kentish  nobility:  and 
Eohric,  king  of  the  barbarians,  there  descended  to  Orcus : 
two  princes  of  the  English,  in  the  flower  of  their  youth,  there 
yield  ^up  the  breath  of  life,  and  explore  the  foreign  regions, 
under  the  waves  of  Acheron,  and  numbers  of  full-grown  men 
fall  on  both  sides.  The  barbarians  remain  victors,  and  tri- 
umph on  the  field  of  battle. 

A.  905.  At  length,  after  three  years,  the  number  of  years 
completed  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  was  six  thousand 
and  one  hundred. 

A.  908.  After  three  years  archbbhop  Pl^mund  inaugu* 
rized,  in  the  city  of  Winchester,  a  lofty  tower,  which  had 
been  recently  founded  in  honour  of  Mary,  the  mother  of 
Grod.  The  pontiff  aforesaid,  in  the  course  of  the  same  year 
carried  to  Bome  the  alms  for  the  people,  and  for  king 
Edward. 

A,  909.  After  one  year  the  barbarians  break  their  compact 
with  king  Edward,  and  with  earl  Ethered,  who  then  ruled 
the  provinces  of  Northiunberland  and  Mercia.  The  lands  of 
the  Mercians  are  laid  waste  on  all  sides  by  the  hosts  afore- 
said, as  far  as  the  streams  of  the  Avon,  where  begins  the 
frontier  of  the  West- Saxons  and  the  Mercians.  Thence  they 
pass  over  the  river  Severn  into  the  western  regions,  and 
gained  by  their  devastations  no  little  booty.  But  when  they 
had  withdrawn  homewards,  rejoicing  in  their  rich  spoil^ 
they  passed  over  a  bridge  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river 
Severn,  at  a  place  commonly  called  Cantabridge,'!'  the  troops 
of  the  Mercians  and  West-Salons  met  them :  a  battle  ensued, 

*  The  pardculan  recorded  in  this  paasage,  oonceming  the  battle  of 
Holme,  are  asczibed,  bj  Florence  of  Worcester  and  the  Saxon  Chronicle^ 
to  another  battle,  fou^t  three  rears  later.  Tl^  caused  Petrie  to  suppoiei 
that  th«  paragraph  in  question  had  slipped  out  <Kf  its  Teal  place* 

t  fiamhridge^  in  QlouAOiteithire, 
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and  in  the  plain  of  Wodnesfield  the  English  obtained  the 
victory:  the  Danish  army  fled,  overwhelmed  by  the  darts  of 
their  enemies:  these  things  are  said  to  have  been  done  on 
the  fifth  day  of  August ;  and  their  three  kings  fell  there  in 
that  turmoil  or  battle,  namely,  Halfdene,  Ec^nls,  and  Hing- 
war :  they  lost  their  sovereignty,  and  descended  to  the  court 
of  the  infernal  king,  and  their  elders  and  nobles  with  them. 

A.  910.  After  one  year,  Ethered,  who  survived  of  the 
Mercians,  departed  this  life,  and  was  buried  peacefully  in  the 
city  of  Gloucester. 

A.  912.  After  two  years,  died  Athulf  in  Northumbria ; 
he  was  at  that  time  commander  of  the  town  called  Bebban- 
burgh.* 

A.  913.  After  a  year,  a  fleet  entered  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Severn,  but  no  severe  battle  was  fought  there  that 
year.  Lastly,  the  greater  part  of  that  army  go  to  Ireland, 
formerly  called  Bretannis  by  the  great  Julius  Caosar. 

A.  914.  After  one  year,  the  day  of  Christ's  nativity  fell 
on  a  Sunday ;  and  so  great  was  the  tranquillity  of  that 
winter,  that  no  one  can  remember  anything  like  it  either 
before  or  since. 

A.  917.  After  three  years,  Ethelfled  the  king's  sister 
departed  this  life,  and  her  body  lies  buried  at  Gloucester. 

A  926.  Also  in  the  ninth  year  died  Edward,  king  of  the 
English.  This  was  the  end ;  his  name  and  his  pertinacity 
here  ceased. 

Chap.  V. — Of  the  reign  qfking  Athelttan,  hU  ufort  and  deeds. 

A.  926.  The  year  in  which  the  stout  king  Athelstan 
gained  the  crown  of  the  kingdom,  was  the  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-sixth  from  the  glorious  incarnation  of  our  Saviour. 

A.  939.  Therefore,  after  thirteen  years,  a  fierce  battle  was 

fought  against  the  barbarians  at  Brunandune,'!'  wherefore  that 

fight  is  called  great  even  to  the  present  day :    then  the 

barbarian  tribes  are  defeated  and  domineer  no  longer ;  they 

are  driven  beyond  the  ocean :  the  Scots  and  Picts  also  bow 

the  neck  ;  the  lands  of  Britain  are  consolidated  together,  on 

all  sides  is  peace,  and  plenty  of  all  things,  nor  ever  did  a 

fl(«t  again  come  to  huid  except  in  friendship  with  the 

English. 

•  Bafnbrou;;h.  ■••  Brumby,  l/ncolnsbire. 
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A.  94L  Two  years  afterwards  the  venerated  king  Athcl- 
■tan  died. 

Chap.  VI. — Of  the  reign  of  king  Edmund. 

After  him  Edmund  succeeded  to  the  n^lected  kingdom. 

A.  948.  After  seven  years,  therefore,  bishop  Wulfetan  and 
the  duke  of  the  Mercians  expelled  certain  deserters,  namely, 
Beginald  and  Anlaf  from  the  city  of  York,  and  gave  them 
into  the  king's  hand.  In  the  same  year  die^  also  queen 
Elfgiva,  wife  of  king  Edmund,  and  afterwards  wa§  canonized. 
In  her  tomb,  with  God's  assistance,  even  to  the  present  day, 
mirades  are  performed  in  the  monastery  called  Shaftesbury. 
In  the  same  period  also  died  king  Edmund  on  the  solemnity 
of  Augustine  the  Less,  who  also  was  the  apostle  of  the 
Engliah  :  and  he  held  the  kingdom  six  years  and  a  half. 

Chap.  YIL — Of  the  reign  of  king  Edred, 

Edmund's  successor  was  Edred  his  brother,  to  whom  all 
the  Northumbrians  became  subject ;  and  the  Scots  also  give 
oaths  of  alliance  and  immutable  fidelity.  Not  long  after 
these  things  he  also  departed  in  peace,  on  the  birthday  of  the 
blessed  pope  and  martyr  Clement  He  had  held  the  king- 
dom nine  years  and  half. 

Chap.  VIII.--0/  king  Edwy. 

His  successor  to  the  throne  was  Edwy,  who,  on  account  of 
his  great  personal  beauty,  was  called  Pai^alus  by  the 
people.  He  held  the  sovereignty  four  years,  and  was  much 
beloved. 

Chap.  IX.— 0/  the  reign  of  king  Edgar. 

A*  959.  After  this,  Edgar  was  crowned,  and  he  was  an 
admirable  king.* 

Moreover  from  the  nativity  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  was 
then  completed  the  number  of  973  years.* 

HEBB  HAPPILY  ENDS  THE  FOURTH  BOOK  OF 

FABHIS  ETHELWEBD, 

QUESTOB  AND  PATBICIAN. 

*  Here  follow  two  sets  of  Latin  Terses.  of  a  most  obscure  and  ungnun  • 
matica]  character,  and  altogether  untranslateable. 


^*- 


ANNALS  CF  THE  REIGN 


or 


ALFRED    THE    GREAT 


ANNAIS  OF  THE  REIGN 
4LFRED    THE    GREAT, 

FROM  JLD.  840  TO  JLD.  887. 
BY   A88EB    OF  SAINT    DAYID'b. 


Ik  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  849,  was  bom  Alfred, 
lung  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  at  the  royal  viU^e  of  Wanating,* 
in  Berkshire,  which  country  has  its  name  from  the  wood  of 
Berroc,  where  the  box-tree  grows  most  abundantly.  His  gene- 
alogy is  traced  in  the  following  order.  King  Alfred  was  the  son 
of  kmg  Ethelwulf,  who  was  the  son  of  Egbert,  who  was  the  son 
of  Elmund,  was  the  son  of  Ea&^  who  was  the  son  of  Eoppa, 
who  the  son  of  Ingild.  Ingild,  and  Ina,  the  famous  kmg 
of  the  West-Saxons,  were  two  brothers.  Lia  went  to  Rome, 
and  there  ending  this  life  honourably,  entered  the  heavenly  J 
kingdom,  to  reign  there  for  ever  with  Christ.  Ing^d  and  <i«^ 
Ina  were  the  sons  of  Coenred,  who  was  the  son  of  Ceolwald,  / 
who  was  the  son  of  Cudam,  who  was  the  son  of  Cuthwin, 
who  was  the  son  of  Ceawlin,  who  was  the  son  of  Cynric,  who 
was  the  son  of  Creoda,  who  was  the  son  of  Cerdic,  who  was 
the  son  of  Elesa,  who  was  the  son  of  Oewis,  from  whom  the 
Britons  name  all  that  nation  Gegwis,t  who  was  the  son  of 
Brond,  who  was  the  son  of  Beldeg,  who  was  the  son  of  Woden, 
wh6  was  the  son  of  Frithowald,  who  was  the  son  of  Frealaf, 
who  was  the  son  of  Frithuwidf,  who  was  the  son  of  Finn 
of  Godwulf,  who  was  the  son  of  Geat,  which  Geat  the  pagans 
long  worshipped  as  a  god.  SeduHus  makes  mention  of  him 
in  his  metncal  Paschal  poem,  as  follows : — 

When  gentile  poets  with  their  fictions  Tain, 
In  tragic  langnage  and  bombastic  strain^ 
To  their  god  Geat,  comic  deity, 
Loud  pzaises  mng,  &c. 

Wsouige.    t  The  Qtmrnm,  rapnlljf^deittood  to  be  the  Woil-&UMiii 
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Oett  was  the  son  of  Tstwa,  who  was  the  son  of  Beaw, 
who  was  the  son  of  Sceldi,  who  was  the  son  of  Heremod, 
who  was  the  son  of  Itennon,  who  was  the  son  of  Hathra, 
who  was  the  son  of  Ghiala,  who  was  the  son  of  Bedwig,  who 
was  the  son  of  Shem,  who  was  the  son  of  Noah,  who  was 
the  son  of  Lamech,  who  was  the  son  of  Methnsalem,  who 
was  the  son  of  Enoch,  who  was  the  son  of  Malaleel,  who  was 
the  son  of  Cainian,  who  was  the  son  of  Enos,  who  was  the 
son  of  Seth,  who  was  the  son  of  Adam. 

The  mother  of  Alfred  was  named  Osburga,  a  religious 
woman,  noble  both  by  birth  and  by  nature ;  she  was  daugh. 
ter  of  Oslac,  the  famous  butler  of  king  Ethelwulf,  which. 
Oslac  was  a  Goth  by  nation,  descended  from  the  Goths  and 
Jutes,  of  the  seed,  namely,  of  Stuf  and  Whitgar,  two  brothers 
and  counts ;  who,  having  received  possession  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  from  their  uncle,  king  Cerdic,  and  his  son  Cynric 
their  cousin,  slew  the  few  British  inhabitants  whom  they 
cotdd  find  in  that  island,  at  a  place  called  Gwihtgaraburgh  ;* 
for  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  island  had  either  been  slain 
or  escaped  into  exile. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  851,  which  was  the 
third  after  the  birth  of  king  Alfred,  Ceorl,  earl  of  Devon,  fought 
with  the  men  of  Devon  against  the  pagans  at  a  place  called 
Wicgambeorg  ;t  and  the  Christians  gained  the  victory ;  and 
that  same  year  the  pagans  first  wintered  in  the  bland  called 
Sheppey,  which  means  the  Sheep-isle,  and  is  situated  in  the 
river  Thames  between  Essex  and  Kent,  but  is  nearer  to  Kent 
than  to  Essex ;  it  has  in  it  a  fine  monastery.^ 

The  same  year  also  a  great  army  of  the  pagans  came  with 
three  hundred  and  fifty  ships  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Thames,  and  sacked  Dorobemia,§  which  is  the  city  of  the  Can- 
tuarians,  and  also  the  city  of  London,  which  lies  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  Thames,  on  the  confines  of  Essex 
and  Middlesex ;  but  yet  that  city  belongs  in  truth  to  Essex; 
and  they  put  to  flight  Berthwulf,  king  of  Mercia,  with  all 
the  army,  which  he  nad  led  out  to  oppose  them. 

After  these  things,  the  aforesaid  pagan  host  want  into 
Surrey,  which  is  a  district  situated  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  river  Thames,  and  to  the  west  of  Kent.    And  Ethelwulf, 

*  Canabrookeyss  may  be  oonjectmed  from  the  iiame,irliiek  ii  a  ctODblbm* 
tkin  of  Wif^t  and  Oaimbniiriu 
t  Wembmy.  t  Minttar.  |  Canterbuiy. 
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king  of  the  West-Saxons,  and  his  son  Ethelbald,  with  all 
their  anny,  fcmght  a  long  time  against  therc  at  a  place  called  ' 
Ac-lea,*  i.  e.  Ihe  Oak-plain,  and  there,  after  a  lengthened 
battle,  which  i^lEis  fought  with  much  4>ravery  on  both  sides, 
the  greater  part  of  the  pagan  multitude  was  destroyed  and  i^ 
cut  to  pieces,  so  that  we  never  heard  of  their  being  so  de- 
feated, either  bebre  or  since,  in  any  country,  in  one  day; 
and  the  Chnstiaiis  gained  an  honourable  victory,  and  were 
triumphant  over  their  graves. 

In  the  same  yeu*  kmg  Athelstan,  son  of  king  Ethel wulf, 
and  earl  Ealhere  dew  a  large  army  of  pagans  in  Kent,  at  a 
place  called  Sandwich,  and  took  nine  ships  of  their  fleet ; 
the  others  escaped  by  flight. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord*s  incarnation  868,  uhich  was  the 
fifth  of  king  Alfred,  Burhred,  king  of  the  Mercians,  sent 
messengers,  and  prayed  Ethelwulf,  king  of  the  West-Saxons, 
to  come  and  help  him  in  reducing  the  midland  Britons,  who 
dwell  between  Mercia  and  the  western  sea,  and  who  struggled 
against  him  most  immoderately.  So  without  delay,  king 
Ethelwulf,  having  received  the  embassy,  moved  his  army, 
and  advanced  with  king  Burhred  against  Biitain,t  and  imme- 
diately, on  entering  that  country,  he  began  to  ravage  it ;  and 
having  reduced  it  under  subjection  to  king  Burhred,  he  re- 
turned home. 

In  the  same  year,  king  Ethelwulf  sent  his  son  Alfred,  ^ 
above-named,  to  Rome,  with  an  honourable  escort  both  of 
nobles  and  commoners.  Pope  Leo  [the  fourth]  at  that  time 
presided  over  the  apostolic  see,  and  he  anointed  for  king 
the  aforesaid  Alfred,  and  adopted  him  as  his  spiritual  son. 
The  same  year  also,  earl  Ealhere,  with  the  men  of  Kent, 
and  Huda  with  the  men  of  Surrey,  fought  bravely  and  re- 
solutely against  an  army  of  the  pagans,  in  the  island,  which 
is  called  in  the  Saxon  tongue,  Tenet,:^  but  Ruim  in  the 
British  language.  The  battle  lasted  a  long  time,  and  many 
fell  on  both  sides,  and  also  were  drowned  in  the  water ;  and 
both  the  earls  were  there  slain.  In  the  same  year  also,  after 
Easter,  E^elwidf.  king  of  the  West-Saxons,  gave  his  daugh- 
ter to  Burhred,  kmg  of  the  Mercians,  and  the  marriage  was 
celebrated  royally  at  the  royal  vill  of  Chippenham.§ 

*  Ockley,  in  Suirer. 

t  This  it  one  the  few  instances  to  be  met  with  of  the  name  Biitauiia  ap« 
ffMtoWalfli.  tXhaoeti  §  Wiltn 
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In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incamatioii  855,  which  was  the 
seventh  after  the  birth  of  the  aforesaid  king,  Edmund  1^ 
most  glorious  king  of  the  East- Angles  began  to  reign,  on  the 
eighth  day  before  the  kalends l)f  January,  i.  e.  on  the  birth- 
day of  our  Lord,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  In 
thu  year  also  died  Lothaire,  the  Roman  emperor,  son  of  the 
pious  Lewis  Augustus.  In  the  same  year  the  aforesaid 
V  Tenerable  king  Ethelwulf  released  the  tenth  part  of  all  his 
kingdom  ^m  all  royal  service  and  tribute,  and  with  a  pen 
never  to  be  forgotten,  offered  it  up  to  God  the  One  and  the 
Three  in  One,  in  the  cross  of  Christ,  for  the  redemption  of 
his  own  soul  and  of  his  predecessors.  In  the  same  year  he 
went  to  Rome  with  much  honour ;  and  taking  with  him  his 
son,  the  aforesaid  king  Alfred,  for  a  second  journey  thither, 
because  he  loved  him  more  than  his  other  sons,  he  remained 
there  a  whole  year;  after  which  he  returned  to  his  own 
country,  bringing  with  him  Judith,  daughter  of  Charles,  the 
king  of  the  Fracdcs. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  whilst  king  Ethelwulf  was  re- 
siding beyond  the  sea,  a  base  deed  was  done,  repugnant  to 
the  morals  of  all  Christians,  in  the  western  part  of  Selwood. 
For  king  Ethelbald  [son  of  king  Ethelwulf]  and  Ealstan, 
bishop  of  the  church  of  Sherborne,  with  Eanwulf,  earl  of  the 
district  of  Somerton,  are  said  to  have  made  a  conspiracy 
^  together,  that  king  Ethelwulf,  on  his  return  from  Rome, 
shotdd  never  again  be  received  into  hb  kingdom.  This  crime, 
''unheard-of  in  all  previous  ages,  is  ascribed  by  many  to  the 
bishop  and  earl  alone,  as  resulting  from  their  counsels.  Many 
also  ascribeTt  solely  to  the  insolence  of  the  king,  because 
that  king  was  pertinacious  in  this  matter,  and  in  many  other 
perversities,  as  we  have  heard  related  by  certain  persons; 
^  also  was  proved  by  the  result  of  that  which  follows. 

For  as  he  was  returning  from  Rome,  his  son  aforesaid,  with 
all  his  counsellors,  or,  as  I  ought  to  say,  his  conspirators, 
attempted  to  perpetrate  the  crime  of  repulsing  the  kmg  from 
his  own  kingdom ;  but  neither  did  God  permit  the  deed,  nor 
would  the  nobles  of  all  Saxony  consent  to  it  For  to  prevent 
this  irremediable  evil  to  Saxony,  of  a  son  warring  against  his 
fkther,  or  rather  of  the  whole  nation  carrying  on  civil  war 
either  on  the  side  of  the  one  or  the  other,  the  extraordinary 
mildness  of  the  father,  seconded  by  the  consent  of  all  the 
nobles,  divided  between  the  two  the  kingdom  which  had 


rsJ.     ^r. 


AASBK.^  STHEIiWm.F'8  BBTUBN   TROU  BCMS.  47 

hitherto  heen  nndiyided ;  the  eastern  parts  were  given  to  the  y 
father,  and  the  western  to  the  son ;    for  where  the  father 
ought  hy  just  right  to  reign,  there  his  unjust  and  obstinate 
son  did  reign ;  for  the  western  part  of  Saxony  is  always  pre- 
ferable to  the  eastern. 

When  Ethelwulf,  therefore,  was  coming  from  Home,  all 
that  nation,  as  was  fitting,  so  delighted  in  the  arrival  of  the 
old  man,  that,  if  he  permitted  them,  they  would  have  ex- 
polled  his  rebellious  son  Ethelbald,  with  all  his  coimsellors, 
out  of  the  kingdom.  But  he,  as  we  have  said,  acting  with 
great  clemency  and  prudent  counsel,  so  wished  things  to  be 
done,  that  the  kingdom  might  not  come  into  danger  ;  and  he 
placed  Judith,  daughter  of  king  Charles,  whom  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  father,  by  hb  own  side  on  the  regal  throne, 
without  any  controversy  or  enmity  from  his  nobles,  even  to 
the  end  of  his  life,  contrary  to  the  perverse  custom  of  tbat 
nation.  For  the  nation  of  the  West- Saxons  do  not  allow  a 
queen  to  sit  beside  the  king,  nor  to  be  called  a  queen,  but 
only  the  king's  wife ;  which  stigma  the  elders  of  that  land 
say  arose  from  a  certain  obstinate  and  malevolent  queen  ^ 
of  the  same  nation,  who  did  all  things  so  contrary  to  her 
lord,  and  to  all  the  people,  that  she  not  only  earned  for  herself 
exclusion  from  the  royal  seat,  but  also  entailed  the  same 
stigma  upon  those  who  came  after  her ;  for  in  consequence 
of  the  wickedness  of  that  queen,  all  the  nobles. of  that  land 
swore  together,  that  they  would  never  let  any  king  reign  over 
them,  who  should  attempt  to  place  a  queen  on  the  throne  by 
his  side.  >  "^ 

And  because,  as  I  think,  it  is  not  known  to  many  whence  v^   u 
this  perverse  and  detestable  custom  arose  in  Saxony,  contrary 
to  the  custom  of  all  the  Theotiscan  nations,  it  seems  to  me    { 
right  to  explain  a  little  more  fully  what  I  have  heard  from    \ 
my  lord  Alfred,  king  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  as  he  also  had   If 
heard  it  from  many  men  of  truth,  who  in  great  part  recorded 
that  fact. 

There  was  in  Mercia,  in  recent  times,  a  certain  valiant 
king,  who  was  feared  by  all  the  kings  and  neighbouring 
states  around.  His  name  was  Offa,  and  it  was  he  who  had 
the  great  rampart  made  from  sea  to  sea  between  Britain*  and 
Mercia.  His  daughter,  named  Eadburga,  was  married  to 
B«rtriCy  king  of  the  West-Saxons ;  who  immediately,  baTiog 
•  Oik'ii  ^ki^  between  Waks  and  EqglaiuL 
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ine  king*8  alfeoaons,  and  the  control  of  almost  all  the  idng- 
dom,  began  to  live  tyrannically  like  her  father,  and  to  execrate 
every  man  whom  Bertric  loTed,  and  to  do  all  things  hateftd 
to  Cfod  and  man,  and  to  accuse  all  she  cotdd  before  the  king, 
and  80  to  deprive  them  insidiously  of  their  life  or  power ; 
and  if  she  could  not  obtain  the  king's  consent,  she  used  to 
take  them  off  by  poison :  as  is  ascertained  to  have  been  the 
case  with  a  certain  young  man  beloved  by  the  king,  whom  she 
poisoned,  finding  that  the  king  would  not  listen  to  any  accu- 
sation against  him.  It  is  said,  moreover,  that  king  Bertric 
unwittingly  tasted  of  the  poison,  though  the  queen  intended 
to  give  it  to  the  yoimg  man  only,  and  so  both  of  them 
perished. 

Bertric  therefore  being  dead,  the  queen  cotdd  remain  no 
longer  among  the  West-Saxons,  but  sailed  beyond  the  sea 
with  immense  treasures,  and  went  to  the  court  of  the  great 
and  famous  Charles,  king  of  the  Franks.  As  she  stood 
before  the  throne,  and  offered  him  money,  Charles  said  to 
her,  *'  Choose,  Eadburga,  between  me  and  my  son,  who  stands 
I  here  with  me.''  She  replied,  foolishly,  and  without  deliber- 
ation, ''  If  I  am  to  have  my  choice,  I  choose  your  son,  be- 
cause  he  is  younger  than  you."  At  which  Charles  smiled 
oAd  answered,  '*  If  you  had  chosen  me,  you  would  have 
had  my  son ;  but  as  you  have  chosen  him,  you  shall  not 
have  either  of  us." 

However,  he  gave  her  a  large  convent  of  nuns,  in  which, 
having  laid  aside  the  secular  habit  and  taken  the  religious 
dress,  she  discharged  the  office  of  abbess  during  a  few  years  ; 
for,  as  ehe  is  said  to  have  lived  irrationally  in  her  own  country, 
so  she  appears  to  have  acted  still  more  so  in  thai  foreign 
coimtry ;  for  being  convicted  of  having  had  unlawful  inter- 
course with  a  man  of  her  own  nation,  she  was  expelled  firom 
the  monastery  by  king  Charles's  order,  and  lived  a  vicious  life 
of  reproach  in  poverty  and  misery  until  her  death ;  so  that 
at  last,  accompanied  by  one  slave  only,  as  we  have  heard 
from  many  who  saw  her,  she  begged  her  bread  daily  at  Pavia, 
and  80  miserably  died. 
Now  kinff  Ethel wulf  lived  two  years  after  his  return  from 
^  Rome ;  durmg  which,  among  many  other  good  deeds  of  this 
present  life,  reflecting  on  his  departure  according  to  the  way 
of  all  flesh,  that  his  sons  might  not  quarrel  iinreasonably 
tfter  tiieir  &ther's  death,  he  orderel  a  will  or  leUer  of  n^ 
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■tractions  to  be  written,  in  which  he  ordered  that  his  king- 
dom should  be  divided  between  his  two  eldest  sons,  his 
private  inheritance  between  his  sons,  his  daughters,  and  his 
relations,  and  the  money  which  he  left  behind  him  between 
his  sons  and  nobles,  and  for  the  good  of  his  soul.  Of  this 
prudent  policy  we  have  thought  fit  to  record  a  few  instances  out 
of  many  for  posterity  to  imitate ;  namely,  such  as  are  under- 
stood to  belong  principally  to  the  needs  of  the  soul ;  for  the 
others,  which  relate  only  to  human  dispensation,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  insert  in  this  work,  lest  prolixity  should  create 
disgust  in  those  who  read  or  wish  to  hear  my  work.  For  the 
benefit  of  his  soid,  then,  which  he  studied  to  promote  in  all 
things  £rom  the  first  flower  of  his  youth,  he  directed  through 
all  lus  hereditary  dominions,  that  one  poor  man  in  ten,  either 
native  or  foreigner,  should  be  supplied  with  meat,  drink,  and 
clothing,  by  his  successors,  until  the  day  of  judgment ;  sup- 
posing, however,  that  the  country  shoidd  still  be  inhabited 
C)oth  by  men  and  cattle,  and  should  not  become  deserted. 
He  commanded  also  a  large  sum  of  money,  namely,  three 
hundred  mancuses,  to  be  carried  to  Rome  for  the  good  of  his 
soul,  to  be  distributed  in  the  following  manner :  namely,  a 
hundred  mancuses  in  honour  of  St.  Peter,  specially  to  buy 
oil  for  the  lights  of  the  church  of  that  apostle  on  Easter  eve, 
and  also  at  the  cock-crow :  a  hundred  mancuses  in  honour  of 
St  Paul,  for  the  same  purpose  of  buying  oil  for  the  church  of 
St.  Paul  the  apostle,  to  light  the  lamps  on  Easter  eve  and  at 
the  cock-crow ;  and  a  hundred  mancuses  for  the  universal 
apostolic  pontifi*. 

But  when  king  Ethelwulf  was  dead,  and  buried  at  Stem- 
mgam,*  his  son  Ethelbald,  contrary  to  God's  prohibition  and 
the  dignity  of  a  Christian,  contrary  also  to  the  custom  of  all 
the  pagans,  ascended  his  father's  bed,  and  married  Judith,  v^ 
daughter  of  Charles,  king  of  the  Franks,  and  drew  down 
much  infamy  upon  hhnself  from  all  who  heard  of  it.  During 
two  years  and  a  half  of  licentiousness  after  bis  father  he  held 
the  government  of  the  West-Saxons. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  856,  which  was  the 
eighth  after  Alfred's  birth,  the  second  year  of  king  Charles 
ni,  and  the  eighteen^  year  of  the  reign  of  Ethelwulf, 

•  Ingnun  sappoaes  this  to  be  Stonehenge.  Sienrngham,  howevef ^  it  tlw 
mmman  rending,  which  Camden  thinks  is  Steynin^,  in  Sussex.  The  Saxon 
ChnmicCey  a.i>.  36b,  states  that  Ethelwulf  was  buned  at  Wincheiter* 
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king  of  the^l^e^t-Saxons,  Humbert,  bishop  of  the  East- 
Angles,  anointed  with  oil  and  consecrated  as  king  the  glo- 
rious Edmund,  with  much  rejoicing  and  great  honour  in  the 
royal  town  called  BmrU,  in  which  at  that  time  was  the  royaT 
seat,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  on  a  Friday,  the  twenty- 
fourth  moon,  being  Christmas-day.    » 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  860,  which  was  the 

twelfth  of  king  Alfred's  age,  died  Ethelbald,  king  of   the 

^   West-Saxons,  and  was  buried  at  Sherborne.    His  brother 

Ethelbert,  as  was  fitting,  joined  Kent,  Surrey,  and  Sussex 

also  to  his  dominion. 

In  his  days  a  large  army  of  pagans  came  from  the  sea. 
and  attacked  and  destroyed  the  city  of  Winchester.  As  they 
were  returning  laden  with  booty  to  their  ships,  Osric, 
earl  of  Hampshire,  with  his  men,  and  earl  Ethel wulf,  with 
the  men  of  Berkshire,  confronted  them  bravely;  a  severe 
battle  took  place,  and  the  pagans  were  slain  on  every  side ; 
and,  finding  themselves  unable  to  resist,  took  to  flight  like 
women,  and  the  Christians  obtained  a  triumph. 

Ethelbert  governed  his  kingdom  five  years  in  peace,  with 
the  love  and  respect  of  his  subjects,  who  felt  deep  sorrow 
when  he  went  the  way  of  all  flesh.  His  body  was  honour- 
ably interred  at  Sherborne  by  the  side  of  his  brothers. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  864,  the  pagans 
wintered  in  the  isle  of  Thanet,  and  made  a  firm  treaty  with 
the  men  of  Kent,  who  promised  them  money  for  adhering  to 
their  covenant ;  but  the  pagans,  like  cunning  foxes,  burst 
from  their  camp  by  night,  and  setting  at  naught  their  engage- 
ments, and  spuming  at  the  promised  money,  which  they 
knew  was  less  than  they  could  get  by  plunder,  they  ravaged 
all  the  eastern  coast  of  Kent. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  866,  which  was  the 

eighteenth  of  king  Alfred,  Ethelred,  brother  of  Ethelbert, 

king  of  the  West  Saxons,  undertook  the  government  of  the 

kingdom  for  five  years ;  and  the  same  year  a  large  fleet  of 

pagans  came  to  Britain  f^om  the  Danube,  and  wintered  in  the 

kingdom  of  the  Eastern-Saxons,  which  is  called  in  Saxon 

-     East-Anglia ;  and  there  they  became  principally  an  army  of 

^cavalry.    But,  to  speak  in  nautical  phrase,  I  will  no  longer 

\  commit  my  vessel  to  the  power  of  the  waves  and  of  its  sails, 

f  or  keeping  ofi*  from  land  steer  my  round-about  courf e  through 

so  many  calamities  of  wars  and  series  of  years,  but  mil 
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return  to  that  which  first  prompted  me  to  this  task ;  that  is  to 
say,  I  think  it  right  in  this  place  briefly  to  relate  as  much  as 
haa  come  to  my  knowledge  about  the  character  of  my  reyered 
lord  Alfred,  king  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  during  the  years  that 
he  was  an  infant  and  a  boy. 

"~^Be  was  loved  by  his  father  and  mother,  and  even  by  aL 
the  people,  above  all  his  brothers,  and  was  educated  alto- 
gether at  the  court  of  the  king.    As  he  advanced  through  r 
the   years  of  infancy  and  youth,  his  form  appeared   more  f 
comely  than  that  of  his  brothers ;  in  look,  in  speech,  and  in 
manners  he  was  more  graceful  than  they.     His  noble  nature 
implanted  in  him  from  his  cradle  a  love  of  wisdom  above  all    ^ 
things ;  but,  with  shame  be  it  spoken,  by  the  unworthy 
neglect  of  bis  parents  and  nurses,  he  remained  illiterate  even 
till  he  was  twelve  years  old  or  more ;  but  he  listened  with 
serious  attention  to  the  Saxon  poems  which  he  often  heard 
recited,  and  easily  retained  them  in  his  docile  memory.     He 
was  a  zealous  practiser  of  himting  in  all  its  branches,  and 
hunted  with  great  assiduity  and  success  ;  for  skill  and  good 
fortune  in  tlus  art,  as  in  all  others,  are  among  the  gifts  of^ 
God,  as  we  also  have  often  witnessed. 

On  a  certain  day,  therefore,  his  mother*  was  showing  him 
and  his  brother  a  Saxon  book  of  poetry,  which  she  held  in 
her  hand,  and  said,  "  Whichever  of  you  shall  the  soonest 
learn  this  volume  shall  have  it  for  his  own.*'  Stimulated  by 
these  words,  or  rather  by  the  Divine  inspiration,  and  allured  - 

by  the  beautifully  illuminated  letter  at  me  beginning  of  the  1 

volume,  he  spoke  before  all  his  brothers,  who,  though  his 
seniors  in  age,  were  not  so  in  grace,  and  answered,  *'  Will 
you  really  give  that  book  to  one  of  us,  that  is  to  say,  to 
him  who  can  first  understand  and  repeat  it  to  you  ?"    At  this  j 

his  mother  smiled  with  satisfaction,  and  confirmed  what  she  \ 

had  before  said.     Upon  whioh  the  boy  took  the  book  out  of  ^ 

her  hand,  and  went  to  his  master  to  read  it,  and  in  due  time 
brought  it  to  his  mother  and  recited  it. 

After  this  he  learned  the  daily  course,  that  is,  the  cele- 
bration of  the  hours,   and  afterwards  certain  psalms,   and  \ 
several  prayers,  contained  in  a  certain  book  which  he  kept  ^ 

*  We  nrajit  understand  this  epithet  as  denoting  his  mother-in-law, 
Judith,  rather  than  hk  own  mother,  who  was  dead  in  a.d.  866,  when  Alfred 
WIS  not  jet  teren  yean  old.  When  his  &ther  hronght  Judith  frov  Francf 
Alfted  was  thiiteeayean  old 

a  2 
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iay  and  night  in  his  boaom,  aa  we  ouiselres  have  eeco. 
and  carried  about  with  him  to  assist  his  prayers,  amid  all  the 
linalle  and  business  of  this  present  life.  But,  sad  to  say  1 
he  could  not  gratify  his  most  ardent  wish  to  learn  the  liberal 
arte,  because,  as  he  said,  there  were  no  good  readers  at  that 
time  in  all  the  kingdom  of  the  West-Saxons. 

This  he  confessed,  with  man;  lamentations  and  sighs,  to  have 
Seen  one  o'  his  greatest  difficulties  and  impediments  in  this  life, 
.■  namely,  that  when  he  was  young  and  had  the  capacity  for 
learning,  he  could  not  find  teachers;  but,  when  he  was 
more  advanced  in  life,  he  was  harassed  by  so  many  diseases 
unknown  to  all  the  physicians  of  this  island,  as  well  as  by 
internal  and  external  anxieties  of  sovereignty,  and  hy  con- 
tinual invasions  of  the  pagans,  and  had  his  teachers  and 
writers  also  so  much  disturbed,  that  there  was  no  time  for 
reading.  But  yet  among  the  impedimenta  of  this  present 
life,  irom  infancy  up  to  the  present  time,  and,  as  I  believe, 
even  until  his  death,  he  continued  to  feel  the  same  insatiable 
desire  of  knowledge,  and  still  aspires  after  it. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  867,  which  was  the 
nineteenth  of  the  life  of  the  aforesaid  king  Alfred,  the  army 
of  pagans  before  mentioned  removed  from  the  East-Angles 
to  ike  city  of  York,  which  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  Humber. 

At  that  time  a  violent  discord  arose,  hy  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  among  the  inhabitants  of  Northumberland ;  as 
always  is  used  to  happen  among  a  people  who  have  incurred 
the  wrath  of  God.  For  the  Northumbrians  at  that  time,  aa 
we  have  said,  had  expelled  their  lawful  king  Osbert,  and 
appointed  a  certain  tyrant  named  JEUa,  not  of  royal  birth, 
over  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom ;  but  when  the  pagans  ap< 
preached,  by  divine  Providence,  and  the  union  of  the  nobles 
for  the  common  good,  that  discord  was  a  little  appeased, 
and  Osbert  and  .£lla  uniting  their  resources,  and  assembling 
an  army,  inarched  to  York.  The  pagans  fled  at  their  ap- 
proach,  and  attempted  to  defend  themselves  within  the  walls 
of  the  city.  The  Christians,  perceiving  their  flight  and  the 
terror  they  were  in,  detemuned  to  destroy  the  widls  of  the 
town,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing ;  for  that  city  was  not 
snrronnded  at  that  time  with  firm  or  strong  walls,  and  when 
the  Christians  had  made  a  breach  as  they  had  purposed,  and 
many  of  them  had  entered  into  the  town,  the  pagans,  mgiA 
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by  despair  and  necessity,  made  a  fierce  sally  upon  tHem,  slew 
them,  routed  them,  and  cut  them  down  on  all  sides,  both 
within  and  without  the  walls.  In  that  battle  fell  almost  dl 
the  Northumbrian  warriors,  with  both  the  kings  and  a  mul- 
titude  of  nobles ;  the  remainder,  who  escaped,  made  peace 
with  the  pagans. 

In  the  same  year,  Ealstan,  bishop  of  the  church  of  Sher- 
borne, went  the  way  of  all  flesh,  after  he  had  honourably 
ruled  his  see  four  years,  and  he  was  buried  at  Sherborne. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  868,  which  was  the 
twentieth  of  king  Alfred's  life,  there  was  a  severe  famine. 
Then  the  aforesaid  revered  king  Alfred,  but  at  that  time  oc- 
cupying a  subordinate  station,  asked  and  obtained  in  marriage 
a  noble  Mercian  lady,  daughter  of  Athelred,  sumamed  Mucil,* 
earl  of  the  Gaini.f  The  mother  of  this  lady  was  named  Ed- 
burga,  of  the  royal  line  of  Mercia,  whom  we  have  often  seen 
with  our  own  eyes  a  few  years  before  her  death.  She  was  a 
venerable  lady,  and  after  the  decease  of  her  husband,  she 
remained  many  years  a  widow,  even  till  her  own  death. 

In  the  same  year,  the  above-named  army  of  pagans,  leaving 
Northumberland,  invaded  Mercia  and  advanced  to  Notting- 
ham, which  is  cdled  in  the  British  tongue,  **  Tiggocobauc," 
but  in  Latin,  the  *'  House  of  Caves,"  and  they  wintered 
there  that  same  year.  Immediately  on  their  approach,  Burh- 
red,  king  of  Mercia,  and  all  the  nobles  of  that  nation,  sent 
messengers  to  Ethelred,  king  of  the  West-Saxons,  and  his 
brother  Alfred,  suppHantly  entreating  them  to  come  and  aid 
them  in  fighting  against  the  aforesaid  army.  Their  request 
was  easily  obtained ;  for  the  brothers,  as  soon  as  promised, 
assembled  an  immense  army  from  all  parts  of  their  do- 
minions, and  entering  Mercia,  came  to  Nottingham,  all  eager 
for  battle,  and  when  the  pagans,  defended  by  the  castle,  re- 
fused to  fight,  and  the  Christians  were  \mable  to  destroy  the 
wall,  peace  was  made  between  the  Mercians  and  pagans,  and 
the  two  brothers,  Ethelred  and  Alfred,  returned  home  with 
their  troops. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  869,  which  was  the 
twenty-first  of  king  Alfred's  life,  there  was  a  ^eat  famine 
and  mortality  of  men,  and  a  pestilence  among  the  cattle. 


*  Thif  nobleman  oocon  as  a  witae«  [Mildly  dnx]  to  manv  Htnin 
dated  firom  A.i>.  814  to  866.        f  Inhabitants  of  GaiusbowMh, 
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And  the  aforesaid  army  of  tlie  pasaiu,  galloping  back  to 
Korthumberland,  went  to  York,  and  uiere  passed  the  winter. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  670,  which  was  the 
twenty-second  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  above-named  ur^ 
of  pagans,  passed  through  Ueicta  into  Eaat^Anglia,  and 
wintered  at  Thetford. 

In  the  same  year  Edmund,  king  of  the  East-Angles,  fought 
most  fiercely  against  them;  bnt,  lamentable  to  say,  the 
pagans  triumphed,  Edmund  was  slain  in  the  battle,  and  the 
enemy  reduced  all  that  country  to  subjection. 

In  the  same  year  Ceolnoth,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  went 
the  way  of  all  flesh,  and  was  buried  peaceably  in  his  own 
OTty. 

In  the  yeax  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  871,  which  was  the 
twenty-tluTd  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  pagan  army,  of  hate- 
ful memory,  left  the  East-Angles,  and  entering  the  kingdom 
of  the  West-Saxons,  came  to  the  royal  city,  called  Readily, 
situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Thames,  in  the  district 
called  Berkshire ;  and  there,  on  the  third  day  after  their  ar- 
rival,  their  earls,  with  great  part  of  the  army,  scoured  the 
country  forplunder,  whue  the  others  made  a  rampart  between 
the  rivers  lliames  and  Kennet  on  the  right  side  of  the  same 
royal  dty.  They  were  encountered  by  Ethelwulf,  earl  of 
Berkshire,  with  his  men,  at  a  place  called  Englefield  ;*  both 
aides  fought  bravely,  and  mode  long  resistance.  At  length 
one  of  tbs  pagan  earls  was  slain,  and  the  greater  port  of  the 
army  destioyed ;  upon  which  the  rest  saved  themselves 
by  mght,  and  the  Christians  gained  the  victory. 

Eour  days  afterwards,  Ethelred,  king  of  the  West-Saxons, 
and  his  brother  Alfred,  united  their  forces  and  marched  to 
Beading,  where,  on  their  arrival,  they  cut  to  pieces  the  pagans 
whom  they  found  outside  the  fortifications.  But  the  pagans, 
nererthelees,  sallied  out  from  the  gates,  and  a  Itnig  and 
lerce  engagement  ensued.  At  las^  grief  to  say,  the  Christians 
fled,  the  pagans  obtained  the  victory,  and  the  aforesaid  earl 
Ethelvruli  w»  among  the  slain. 

Bonaed  by  Urn  calamity,  the  Christians,  in  shame  and  in- 
dignatioa,  mthin  four  days,  assembled  all  theb  forces,  and 
■aain  eoooontered  the  pagan  army  at  aplace  called  Ashdune.f 
uioli  mnani  the  "  Hill  tu  the  Ash."  llie  pagans  had  divided 

"■nUiiilTlniiiliilii  iir 'liifiiiiiTI'lili  I    tA«<m.uiBHUirsk 
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themselves  into  two  bodies,  and  began  to  prepare  defences, 
for  they  had  two  kings  and  many  earls,  so  they  gave  the 
middle  part  of  the  army  to  the  two  kings,  and  the  other 
part  to  all  their  earls.  Which  the  Christians  perceiving, 
divided  their  army  also  into  two  troops,  and  also  began  to 
construct  defences.  But  Alfred,  as  we  have  been  told  bj 
those  who  were  present,  and  would  not  tell  an  \mtruth, 
marched  up  promptly  with  his  men  to  give  them  battle ; 
for  king  Ethelred  remained  a  long  time  in  his  tent  in  prayer, 
hearing  the  mass,  and  said  that  he  would  not  leave  it,  till 
the  priest  had  done,  or  abandon  the  divine  protection  for 
that  of  men.  And  he  did  so  too,  which  afterwards  availed 
him  much  with  the  Almighty,  as  we  shall  declare  more  fully 
in  the  sequel. 

Now  the  Christians  had  determined  that  king  Ethelred, 
with  his  men,  should  attack  the  two  pagan  kings,  but  that 
his  brother  Alfred,  with  his  troops,  should  take  the  chance 
of  war  against  the  two  earls.  Things  being  so  arranged,  the 
king  remained  a  long  time  in  prayer,  and  the  pagans  came 
up  rapidly  to  fight.  Then  Alfred,  though  possessing  a  sub- 
ordinate authority,  could  no  longer  support  the  troops  of 
the  enemy,  unless  he  retreated  or  charged  upon  them  with, 
out  waiting  for  his  brother.  At  length  he  bravely  led  his 
troops  against  the  hostile  army,  as  they  had  before  arranged, 
but  without  awaiting  his  brother*s  arrival ;  for  he  relied  in 
the  diAone  counsels,  and  forming  his  men  into  a  dense  pha- 
lanx, marched  on  at  once  to  meet  the  foe. 

But  here  I  must  inform  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
fact,  that  the  field  of  battle  was  not  equally  advantageous 
to  both  parties.  The  pagans  occupied  the  higher  ground, 
and  the  ChiiBtians  came  up  from  below.  There  was  also  a  sin- 
gle thom-treey  of  stonted  growth,  and  we  have  with  our  own  eyes 
seen  it.  Aronnd  this  tree  the  opposing  armies  came  to- 
gether with  loud  shouts  frx>m  all  sides«  the  one  party  to 
pursue  their  wicked  course,  the  other  to  fight  for  their  lives, 
their  dearest  ties,  and  their  country.  And  when  both  armies 
had  fought  long  and  bravely,  at  last  the  pagans,  by  the  di- 
vine ju(Qpnent,  were  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  attacks  of 
ihe  Christians,  and  having  lost  great  part  of  their  army, 
took  to  a  disgraceful  flight  One  of  taeir  two  kings,  and 
Art  etrls  were  ttiere  slain,  together  with  mtmj  JhooBvad 
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pagans,  who  fell  on  all  sides,  covering  with  their  bodies  th« 
^  whole  plain  of  Ashdune. 

There  fell  in  that  battle  king  Bagsac,  earl  Sidrac  the 
elder,  and  earl  Sidrac  the  yonnger,  earl  Osbem,  earl  Frene, 
and  earl  Harold;  and  the  whole  pagan  army  pursued  its 
flight,  not  only  until  night  but  until  the  next  day,  even  until 
they  reached  the  stronghold  from  which  they  had  sallied. 
The  Christians  followed,  slaying  all  they  could  reach,  until  it 
became  dark. 

After  fourteen  days  had  elapsed,  king  Ethelred,  with  his 
brother  Alfred,,  again  joined  their  forces  and  marched  to 
-Basing  to  fight  with  the  pagans.  The  enemy  came  together 
from  all  quarters,  and  after  a  long  contest  gained  the  victory. 
After  this  battle,  another  army  came  from  beyond  the  sea, 
and  joined  them. 

The  same  year,  after  Easter,  the  aforesaid  king  Ethelred, 
naving  bravely,  honourably,  and  with  good  repute,  governed 
his  kingdom  five  years,  through  much  tribulation,  went  the 
way  of  all  flesh,  and  was  buried  in  Wimbome  Minster, 
where  he  awaits  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  and  the  first  resur- 
rection with  the  just. 

The  samo^year,  the  aforesai^LJU^ed,  who  had  been  up  to 
that  time  only  of  secondary  rankTVhilst  his  brothers  were 
"^  alive,  now,  by  Qod's  permission,  [undertook  the  govemr 
^  ^  mentof  tlfe  whole  kingdom,  Mnid  tbfc  acclamations  of  all  the. 
people^;  aiiJRf-5e  had  chosen,  h^/might  have  done  so  T)e- 
fore,  whilst  his  brother  above-named  was  still  alive ;  for  in 
wisdom  and  other  qualities  he  surpassed  all  his  brothers^  and 
moreover,  was  warlike  and  victorious  in  all  his  wars.  *^And 
when  he  had  reigned  one  month,  almost  against  his  will,  for 
he  did  not  think  he  could  alone  sustain  the  multitude  and 
ferocity  of  the  pagans,  though  even  during  his  brothers* 
lives,  he  had  borne  the  woes  of  many, — he  fought  a  battle 
with  a  few  men,  and  on  very  unequal  terms,  against  all  the 
army  of  the  pagans,  at  a  lull  called  Wilton,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  river  "Wily,  from  which  river  the  whole  of 
that  distnct  is  named,  and  after  a  long  and  fierce  engage- 
ment, the  pagans,  seeing  the  danger  they  were  in,  and  no 
longer  able  to  bear  the  attack  of  their  enemies,  turned  their 
backs  and  fled.  But,  oh,  shame  to  say,  they  deceived  their 
too  andacioof  pursuers,  and  again  rallying,  gained  the  tio* 


ABum-87».  KOfQ  07  XBBOIi.  BAHISHSD.  67 

Uny.  Let  no  one  be  surprised  &iBi  the  Chiistians  liad  bat 
a  small  number  of  men,  for  the  Saxons  bad  been  worn  out 
by  eight  battles  in  one  year,  against  the  pagans,  of  whom 
they  had  slain  one  king,  nine  dukes,  and  jmumerable  troops 
of  soldiers,  besides  endless  skirmishes,  both  by  night  and 
by  day,  in  which  the  oft-named  Alfred,  and  all  his  chief- 
tains, with  their  men,  and  several  of  his  ministers,  were  en- 
gaged without  rest  or  cessation  against  the  pagans.  How 
many  thousand  pagans  fell  in  these  numberless  skirmishes 
Qod  alone  knows,  oyer  and  above  those  who  were  slain  in 
the  eight  battles  above-mentioned.  In  the  same  year  the 
Saxons  made  peace  with  the  pagans,  on  condition  that  they 
should  take  their  departure,  and  they  did  so. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord'^"  incarnation  872,  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  above-named  army  of  pagans 
went  to  London,  and  there  wintered.  The  Mercians  made 
peace  with  them. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  878,  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  king  Alfred,  the  above-named  army,  leaving  Lon- 
don, went  into  the  country  of  the  Northimibrians,  and  there 
virintered  in  the  district  of  Lindsey;  and  the  Mercians  again 
made  treaty  with  them. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord^s  incarnation  874,  the  twenty* 
sixth  since  the  birth  of  king  Alfred,  the  army  before  so 
often  mentioned  left  Lindsey  and  marched  to  Mercia, 
where  they  wintered  at  Repton.  Also  they  compelled  Burh- 
red,  king  of  Mercia,  against  his  will,  to  leave  his  king- 
dom and  go  beyond  the  sea  to  Rome,  in  the  twenty-second 
year  of  his  reign.  He  did  not  long  live  after  his  arrival, 
but  died  there,  and  was  honourably  btiried  in  the  school  of 
the  Saxons,  in  St.  Mary's  church,  where  he  awaits  the  Lord's 
coming  and  the  first  resurrection  with  the  just.  The  pagans 
also,  after  his  expulsion,  subjected  the  whole  kingdom  of  the 
Mercians  to  their  dominion ;  but  by  a  most  miserable  ar- 
rangement, gave  it  into  the  custody  of  a  certain  foolish  man, 
named  Ceolwulf,  one  of  the  king's  ministers,  on  condition 
that  he  should  restore  it  to  them,  whenever  they  should  wish 
to  have  it  again ;  and  to  guarantee  this  agreement,  he  gave 
them  hostages,  and  swore  that  he  would  not  oppose  tiieir  will, 
but  be  obedient  to  them  in  every  respect. 

In  the  year  of  our  Ix>rd'8  incarnation  875,  which  was  the 
97tb  of  Ung  Alfred,  the  above-named  army  leaving  BeptoHi 
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dinded  into  two  bodies,  one  of  whicli  went  viQi  Halfdene  into 
Nortlnunbiia,  and  having  mntered  tbere  near  the  Tjne,  re* 
dnoed  all  Northumberlaiid  to  subjection ;  tliej  also  ravaged 
thePietsandtheStrath-ClydensiaEB*  The  other  diriaion,  with 
Ootbnm,  Oskytel,  and  Anwiimd,  three  kings  of  the  paganot 
went  to  a  place  called  Giantabridge,t  and  ^ere  wintered. 

In  the  same  year,  king  Alfred  fought  a  battle  by  aeft 
agunst  all  ships  of  the  pagans,  and  took  one  of  them ;  the 
rest  escaped  by  flight. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  876,  being  the  twen^. 
eighth  year  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  aforesaid  army  of  the 
jMganB,  leaving  Qrantabridge  by  night,  entered  a  castle  called 
Wareham,  where. there  is  a  monaBteriuni  of  holy  virgins  be- 
tween the  two  rivers  Fraunt  and  Trent,  in  the  (Uatrict  which 
is  called  in  British  Dumgmu,  but  in  Saxon  T%omala,  placed 
in  a  most  secure  situation,  exceptthat  it  was  exposed  to  danger 
on  the  western  aide  ttom  the  nature  of  the  ground.  With 
this  army  Alfred  made  a  aolemn.  treaty,  to  the  effect  that 
'  Ihey  should  depart  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  this  they 
madenohesitationto  give  as  many  hostages  aa  he  named;  also 
they  swore  an  oath  over  the  Christian  relics.§  which  with  king' 
Alfred  were  next  in  veneration  after  the  Deity  himself,  that 
they  would  depart  speedily  from  the  kingdom.  But  they  again 
practised  their  usuid  treachery,  and  caring  nothing  for  the 
noslages  or  their  oaths,  they  broke  the  treaty,  and  sallying  forth 
by  night,  slew  all  the  horsemen  that  the  king  had  round  him, 
and  turning  off  into  Devon,  to  another  place  called  in  Saxon 
/I'.rancmifer.U  but  in  British  Cair-wUc,  which  means  in  Latin, 
llic  city  of  Ex,  situated  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  Wise, 
they  directed  their  course  suddenly  towards  the  south  sea, 
which  divides  Britain  and  Gaul,  and  there  passed  the  winter. 

In  the  same  year,  Halfdene,  king  of  those  parts,  divided 
out  the  whole  country  of  Northumberland  between  himself 
and  his  men,  and  settled  there  with  his  army.  In  the  same 
year,  Rollo  with  his  followers  penetrated  into  Normandy. 

This  same  Rollo,  duke  of  the  Nonuans,  whilst  wintering  it. 
Old  Britain,  or  England,  at  the  head  of  hia  troops,  eigoyed 

■  StiatdTd*  Briton*.  t  CBmbiidge,  .{nie  Froma. 

t  The^Krareoalhi  loAl&ed  on  tbBbol7ring,Mjitli« Saxon  Chranickk 
P.SU.  ThaiMit  •olmm  maimer  of  nraaiiiuuniuu  the  Danes  acd  otbgr 
Bvdiani  natioM  was  by  tlnir  uma    Olsui  tfagnn^liKTilLe.8. 
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thiriieth  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  army  above-mentioned 
left  Exeter,  and  went  to  Chippenham,  a  royal  villa,  situ- 
ated in  the  west  of  Wiltshire,  and  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  river,  which  is  called  in  British,  the  Avon.  There  they 
wintered,  and  drove  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  coimtiy 
beyond  the  sea  by  the  force  of  their  arms,  and  by  want  of 
the  necessaries  of  life.    They  reduced  almost  entirely  to  sub- 

*^    jection  all  the  people  of  that  country. 

At  the  same  time  the  above-named  Alfred,  king  of  the 

v^  West-Saxons,  with  a  few  of  his  nobles,  and  certain  soldiers 
and  vassals,  used  to  lead  an  unquiet  life  among  the  wood- 
lands* of  the  county  of  Somerset,  in  great  tribulation;  for  he 
had  none  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  except  what  he  could 
forage  openly  or  stealthily,  by  frequent  sallies,  from  the  pa- 
gans, or  even  from  the  Christians  who  had  submitted  to  the 
rule  of  the  pagans,  and  as  we  read  in  the  Life  of  St.  Neot, 
at  the  house  of  one  of  his  cowherds. 

^^^^  But  it  happened  on  a  certain  day,  that  the  countrywoman, 
wife  of  the  cowherd,  was  preparing  some  loaves  to  bake, 
and  the  king,  sitting  at  the  hearth,  made  ready  his  bow  and 
arrows  and  other  warlike  instnmients.  The  unlucky  woman 
espying  the  cakes  burning  at  the  fire,  ran  up  to  remove 
them,  and  rebuking  the  brave  king,  exclaimed :— - 

Ca'sn  thee  mind  the  ke-aka^  man,  an*  dooesen  zee  *em  bum ! 
I'm  boun  thee's  eat  'em  vast  enough,  az  zoon  az  tiz  the  tunuf 

The  blundering  woman  little  thought  that  it  was  king  Al- 
fred, who  had  fought  so  many  battles  against  the  pagans,  and 
'     grained  so  many  victories  over  them. 
rMv>^jM3'i^-'    But  the  Almighty  not  only  granted  to  the  same  glorious  king 
'  |VC*^  ^  '*-^*  K><^- victories  over  his  enemies,  but  also  permitted  him  to  be  harasd- 
'^NjftC-N"^'^  ed  by  them,  to  be  sunk  down  by  adversities,  and  depressed 
(j<^\^        by  the  low  estate  of  his  followers,  to  the  end JhatJiCLJnight 
>o      I         lfiaw»--that  there  is  one  Lord  of  all  things,  to  whom  every 
OvA'-  M^^     knoo  doth  bow,  and  in  whose  hand  are  the  hearts  of  kings; 
^^  who  puts  down  the  mighty  from  their  seat  and  exalteth  the 

^K^  0^.'      himible;  who  suffers  his  servants  when  they  are  elevated  at 
the  summit  of  prosperity  to  be  touched  by  the  rod  of  ad- 

*  Athelnej,  a  moreai  foxmed  bj  the  conflux  of  the  Thone  and  the  Par- 
ret.    See  Saxon  CSmm.  ^.  856,  and  Chronicle  of  Ethelwerd,  p.  81. 

t  The  original  here  k  m  Latin  Tene,  and  naj  therefore  be  rendered  into 
V^iiUinna^lralnehwefciyhoiiaewifein  Somenetihire  would  un4er- 
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Tenity,  that  in  their  humility  they  may  not  despair  of  God's 
mercy,  and  in  their  prosperity  they  may  not  boast  of  their 
honours,  but  may  also  know,  to  whom  they  owe  all  the 
things  which  they  possess. 

We  may  believe  that  the  calamity  was  brought  upon  the 
king  aforesaid,  because,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  when 
he  was  a  youth,  and  influenced  by  youthful  feelings,  he  would 
not  listen  to  the  petitions  which  his  subjects  made  to  him 
for  help  in  their  necessities,  or  for  relief  from  those  who 
oppressed  them ;  but  he  repulsed  them  from  him,  and  paid 
&o  heed  to  their  requests.  This  particular  gave  much  annoy- 
ance to  the  holy  man  St.  Neot,  who  was  his  relation,  and 
often  foretold  to  him,  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  he  would 
suffer  great  adversity  on  this  account ;  but  .Aifred  neither  at- 
tended to  the  reproof  of  the  man  of  God,  nor  listened  to  his 
true  prediction.  Wherefore,  seeing  that  a  man's  sins  must 
be  corrected  either  in  this  world  or  the  next,  the  true  and 
righteous  Judge  was  willing  that  his  sin  should  not  go  un- 
punished in  this  world,  to  the  end  that  he  might  spare 
iiim  in  the  world  to  come.  From  this  cause,  therefore,  the 
aforesaid  Alfred  often  fell  into  such  great  misery,  that  some- 
times none  of  his  subjects  knew  where  he  was  or  what  had 
become  of  him. 

In  the  same  year  the  brother*  of  Hingwar  and  Halfdene, 
with  twenty-three  ships,  after  much  slaughter  of  the  Chris« 
tians,  came  from  the  country  of  Demetia,t  where  he  had 
wintered,  and  sailed  to  Devon,  where,  with  twelve  himdred 
others,  he  met  with  a  miserable  death,  being  slain  while  com- 
mitting his  misdeeds,  by  the  king's  servants,  before  the  castle 
of  Cynuit  (EynwithJ),  into  which  many  of  the  king's  servants, 
with  their  followers,  had  fled  for  safety.  The  pagans,  seeing 
that  the  castle  was  altogether  imprepared  and  unfortified, 
except  that  it  had  walls  in  our  own  fashion,  determined  not 
to  assault  it,  because  it  was  impregnable  and  secure  on  all 
sides,  except  on  the  eastern,  as  we  ourselves  have  seen,  but 
they  began  to  blockade  it,  thinking  that  those  who  were 
inside  would  soon  surrender  either  from  famine  or  want  of 
water,  for  the  castle  had  no  spring  near  it.  But  the  result 
did  not  fall  out  as  they  expected  ;  for  the  Christians,  before 
they  began  to  suffer  from  want,  inspired  by  Heaven,  judging 

*  Probably  the  eaugninaiy  HubbaJ       *   +  Or  South  Wales. 
t  Kynwtth  easli!e  stood  on  the  riyer  Taw.    Gamden,  p.  85. 
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it  much  better  to  gain  victory  or  death,  attacked  the  pagans 
suddenly  in  the  morning,  and  from  the  first  cut  them  down 
in  great  numbers,  slaying  also  their  king,  so  that  few  escaped 
to  their  ships  ;  and  there  they  gained  a  very  large  booty,  and 
amongst  other  things  the  standard  called  Raven;  for  they 
say  that  the  three  sisters  of  Hingwar  and  Hubba,  daughters 
of  Lodobroch,  wove  that  flag  and  got  it  ready  in  one  day. 
«  They  say,  moreover,  that  in  every  battle,  wherever  that  flag 
\  went  before  them,  if  they  were  to  gain  the  victory  a  live 
crow  would  appear  flying  on  the  middle  of  the  flag ;  but  if 
they  were  doomed  to  be  defeated  it  would  hang  down  motion- 
less, and  this  was  often  proved  to  be  so. 

The  same  year,  after  Easter,  king  Alfred,  with  a  few  fol- 
lowers, made  for  himself  a  stronghold  in  a  place  called 
Athelney,  and  from  thence  sallied  with  his  vassals  and  the 
nobles  of  Somersetshire,  to  make  frequent  assaults  upon  the 
j^agans.  Also,  in  the  seventh  week  after  Easter,  he  rode  to 
the  stone  of  Egbert,*  which  is  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  wood 
which  is  called  Selwood,t  which  means  in  Latin  Silva  Magna, 
the  Great  Wood,  but  in  British  Coit-mawr.  Here  he  was  met 
by  all  the  neighbouring  folk  of  Somersetshire,  and  Wiltshire, 
and  Hampshire,  who  had  not,  for  fear  of  the  psigans,  fled 
beyond  the  sea ;  and  when  they  saw  the  king  alive  after  such 
great  tribulation,  they  received  him,  as  he  deserved,  with  joy 
and  acclamations,  and  encamped  there  for  one  night  When 
the  following  day  dawned,  tne  king  struck  his  camp,  and 
went  to  Okcly,J  where  he  encamped  for  one  night.  The 
next  morning  he  removed  to  Edington,  and  there  fought 
bravely  and  perseveringly  against  all  the  army  of  the  pagans, 
whom,  with  the  divine  help,  he  defeated  >vith  great  slaughter, 
and  pursued  them  flying  to  theu:  fortification.  Imme£ately 
he  slew  all  the  men,  and  carried  off*  all  the  booty  that  he 
could  find  without  the  fortress,  which  he  immediately  laid 
siege  to  with  all  his  army ;  and  when  he  had  been  there 
fourteen  days,  the  pagans,  driven  by  famine,  cold,  fear,  and 
^  last  of  all  by  despair,  asked  for  peace,  on  the  condition  that 
they  should  give  the  king  as  many  hostages  as  he  pleased, 
but  should  receive  none  of  him  in  return,  in  which  form  they 

•  Now  called  Brixton  DeveriU,  in  WUts. 
,  f  Selwood  Forest  extended  from  Frome  to  Builiani,  and  was  prob;iblv 

il   much  larger  at  one  time. 

*^'^ $  Or  iglea.    Supposed  to  be  Leigh,  now  Wertbwj,  Wiltai 
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lliirtj-third  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  aforesaid  anny  went  bigHei 
up  into  France ;  and  the  French  fought  against  them ;  and 
after  the  battle  the  pagans  obtained  horses  and  became  an 
army  of  cavalry. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  882,  the  thirty-fourth 
of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  above  named  army  steered  their 
ships  up  into  France  by  a  riyer  called  the  Mese  [Meuse]  and 
there  wintered  one  year. 

In  the  same  year  Alfred,  king  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  fought 
a  battle  by  sea  against  the  pagan  fleet,  of  which  he  captured 
two  ships,  having  slain  all  who  were  on  board;  and  the 
two  commanders  of  two  other  ships,  with  all  their  crews, 
dbtressed  by  the  battle  and  the  wounds  which  they  had  re- 
ceived, laid  down  their  arms  and  submitted  to  the  king. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord*s  incarnation  883,  which  was  the 
thirty-fifth  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  aforesaid  army  went 
up  the  river  called  Scald  [Scheldt!  to  a  convent  of  nuns  called 
Cundoht  [Cond^]  and  there  remamed  a  year. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  884,  which  was  the 
thirty-sixth  of  king  Alfred's  life,  the  aforesaid  army  divided 
into  two  parts ;  one  body  of  them  went  into  East  France, 
and  the  other  coming  to  Britain  entered  Kent,  where  they 
besieged  a  city  called  in  Saxon  Rochester,  and  situated  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  Medway*  Before  the  gate  of 
the  town  the  pagans  suddenly  erected  a  strong  fortress,  but 
yet  they  were  unable  to  take  the  city,  because  the  citizens 
defended  themselves  bravely,  imtil  king  Alfred  came  up  to 
help  them  with  a  large  army.  Then  the  pagans  abandoned 
their  fortress,  and  all  their  horses  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  out  of  France,  and  leaving  behind  them  in  the 
fortress  the  greater  part  of  their  prisoners,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  king,  fled  immediately  to  their  ships,  and  the  Saxons  im- 
mediately seized  on  the  prisoners  and  horses  left  by  the 
pagans ;   and  so  the  pagans,  compelled  by  stem  necessity,  | 

returned  the  same  summer  to  France. 

In  the  same  year  Alfred,  king  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  led  i 

his  fleet,  full  of  fighting  men,  out  of  Kent  to  the  country^  of  ^^^ 
the  East  Angles,  for  the  sake  of  plunder  ;*  and,  when  they   ^^ 

*  This  expreanon  paints  in  strong  colotin  the  unfortonato  and  divided 
state  of  England  at  this  period,  for  it  shows  that  the  Danes  had  settled 
Dssession  of  parts  of  it.    In  fact,  all  traces  of  the  heptarchj,  or  aacicai 
ivision  of  Uie  island  into  provinces,  did  not  entirelj  disappeir  until 
after  the  Norman  conquest 
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liad  amyed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Stour,*  immediately 
thirteen  ships  of  the  pagans  met  them,  prepared  for  battle ; 
a  fierce,  fight  ensued,  and  all  the  pagans,  after  a  brave  resist- 
ance, were  slain ;  all  the  ships,  with  all  their  money,  were 
taken.    After  this,  while  the  royal  fleet  were  reposing,  the  '*?'^  /\ 
pagans,  who  lived  in  the  eastern  part  of  England,  assembledcJ\J^'>j.O? 
their  ships,  met  the  same  royal  fleet  at  sea  in  the  mouth  ofig^^^j^  , 
the  same  river,  and,  after  a  naval  battle,  the  paeans  earned  _v    ^      ^ 

the  victory.  ^^^^T>  ^"^      P  >?ii: 

In  the  same  year,  also,  Carloman,  kin^wtne  wesfem^^^    7^ 
Franks,  whilst  hunting  a  wild  boar,  was  miserably  killed  hy.^^^^"?jVY' 
a  large  animal  of  that  species,  which  inflicted  a  dreadful 
wound  on  him  with  its  tusk.    His  brother  Louis  [III]«  who 
had  also  been  king  of  the  Franks,  died  the  year  before.    Thes% 
two  brothers  were  sons  of  Louis,  king  o{  the  Franks,  who 

ghad  died  in  the  yesj^  above  mentionedjjn  which  the  ecHpse 
of  the  sun  took  pla^  and  it  was  he  wE^se  daughter  Judith 
was  given  by  her  tamer's  wbh  in  marriage  to  Ethelwulf, 
king  of  the  West  Saxons. 
Til  thfl  same  year  also  a  gxgat  army  of  the  pagaoL&JCame 

ftQBLQeraafmyjDltoJhfi  CaOP"^  "^  the  nnpiPnf  finTnnq^  ^t^h\nh    *^  y 

is  called  m  Saxon^^dseaxum.f  To  oppose  them  the  said 
Saxons  and  i*'risons  jomed~CBeur  forces,  and  fought  bravely 
twice  in  that  same  year.  In  both  those  battles  the  Christians, 
with  the  merciful  aid  of  the  Lord,  obtained  the  victory. 

In  the  same  year  also,  Charles,  king  of  the  Almains,  re- 
ceived, with  universal  consent,  all  the  territories  which  lie 
between  the  Tyrrhenian  sea  and  that  gulf  which  runs  between 
the  old  Saxons  and  the  Qauls,  except  the  kingdom  of  Ar- 
morica,  i.  e.  Lesser  Britain.  This  Charles  was  the  son  of 
king  Louis,  who  was  brother  of  Charles,  king  of  the  Franks, 
father  of  the  aforesaid  queen  Judith;  these  two  brothers 
were  sons  of  Louis,  but  Louis  was  the  son  of  the  great,  the 
ancient,  and  wise  Charlema^e,  who  was  the  son  of  Pepin. 

In  the  same  year  pope  Martix,  of  blessed  memory,  went 

who,  in  regard  for  Alfred,     y/ 


and  tax.    He  also  sent  many  gifts  on  that  occasion,  among 


*  Not  the  nrer  Stow,  in  Kent;  but  the  Stour  which  divides  Eiiex  ikjin 
Suffolk.    Lambard  fixes  the  battle  at  Harwich  hafen. 
t  Or»  Old  Saioca. 
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wUch  was  no  small  portion  of  the  holy  and  venerable  croM 
on  which  oar  Lord  Jesns  Christ  was  suspended,  for  the 
general  salvation  of  mankind. 

In  the  same  year  also  the  army  of  pagans,  which  dwelt 
among  the  East  Angles,  disgracefully  broke  the  peace  which 
they  had  concluded  with  king  Alfred. 

..  Wherefore,  to  return  to  that  from  which  I  digressed,  that 
I  may  not  be  compelled  by  my  long  navigation  to  abandon 
^\^^\\\)cX  the  port  of  rest  which  I  was  making  for,  I  propose,  as  far  as 
cjyKiSOo\iJ  niy  knowledge  will  enable  me,  to  speak  of  the  life  and  cha- 
racter and  just  conduct  of  my  lord  Alfred,  king  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  after  he  married  the  above  named  respected 
^   lady  of  Mercian  race,  his  wife ;  and,  with  Gbd's  blessing,  I 
will  despatch  it  succinctiy  and  briefly,  as  I  promised,  that  I 
may  not  offend  the  delicate  minds  of  my  readers  by  prolixity 
(in  relating  each  new  event. 

His  nuptials  were  honourably  celebrated  in  Mercia,  among 
innumerable  multitudes  of  people  of  both  sexes ;  and  after 
continual  feasts,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  he  was  imme- 
diately seized,  in  presence  of  all  the  people,  by  sudden  and 
overwhelming  pain,  as  yet  unknown  to  all  the  physicians ; 
for  it  was  unknown  to  all  who  were  then  present,  and  even 
to  those  who  daily  see  him  np  to  the  present  time, — ^which, 
sad  to  say !  is  the  worst  of  all,  that  he  should  have  protracted 
^  it  so  long  from  the  twentieth  to  the  fortieth  year  of  his  life, 
^  and  even  more  than  that  through  the  space  of  so  many  years,-* 
from  what  cause  so  great  a  malady  arose.  For  many  thought 
that  this  was  occasioned  by  the  favour  and  fascination  of 
the  people  who  surrounded  him ;  others,  by  some  spite  of  the 
devil,  who  is  ever  jealous  of  the  good ;  otibers,  from  an  im- 
usual  kind  of  fever.  He  had  this  sort  of  severe  disease  from 
his  childhood ;  but  once,  divine  Providence  so  ordered  it, 
that  when  he  was  on  a  visit  to  Cornwall  for  the  sake  of 
hunting,  and  had  turned  out  of  the  road  to  pray  in  a  certain 
chapel,  in  which  rests  the  body  of  Saint  Querir,*  and  now 
also  St.  Neotf  rests  there, — ^for  king  Alfred  was  always  from 
his  infancy  a  frequent  visitor  of  holy  places  for  the  sake  of 
prayer  and .  almsgiving, — ^he  prostrated  himself  for  private 
devotion,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  he  entreated  of 

*  St  Gneiir'B  church  was  at  Ham  Stoke,  in  ComwalL 
t  An  ^iterating  account  of  St.  Neot  will  be  found  in  Gorham's  Hiitory 
and  Antiquitiea  of  ETnesbnrjr  and  St  Neot'i. 
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God's  mercy,  that  n  his  boundless  demencj  He  would  ex- 
change the  torments  of  the  malady  which  then  afflicted  him 
for  some  other  lighter  disease ;  bat  with  this  condition,  that 
such  disease  should  not  show  itself  outwardly  in  his  body, 
lest  he  should  be  an  object  of  contempt,  and  less  able  to 
benefit  mankind ;  for  he  had  great  dread  of  leprosy  or  blind-  ^ 
XLesg^jMC  any  such  complaint, "as'maliifeaifffeyiaieless  or  con 
temptible  when  it  afflicts  them,  wnen  he  had  finished  his 
prayers,  he  proceeded  on  Ilis  journey,  and  not  long  after  h» 
felt  within  iiim  that  by  the  hand  of  the  Almigh^  he  was 
healed,  according  to  his  request,  of  his  disorder,  and  that  it 
was  entirely  eradicated,  although  he  had  first  had  even  this 
complaint  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  by  his  devout  and  pious 
prayers  and  supplications  to  Almighty:JCkd-  For  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  speak  briefly,  but  in  a  somewhat  preposterous 
order,  of  his  zealous  piety  to  j^od.  in  the  flower  of  his  youth, 
before  he  entered  the  marriage  state,  he  wished  to  strengthen 
his  mind  in  the  observance  of  God's  commandments,  for  he 
perceived  that  he  could  with  difficulty  abstain  from  gratifying 
his  carnal  desires ;  and,  because  he  feared  the  anger  of  jb4f 
if  he  should  do  anything  contrary  to  his  will,  he  used  often 
to  rise  in  the  morning  at  the  cock-crow,  and  go  to  pray  in  the 
churches  and  at  the  relics  of  the  saints.  There  he  prostrated  . 
himself  on  the  ground,  and  prayed  that  liod.  in  his  mercy 
would  strengthen  his  mind  still  more  in  his  service  by  some 
infirmity  such  as  he  might  bear,  but  not  such  as  would 
render  him  imbecile  and  contemptible  in  his  worldly  duties ; 
and  when  he  had  often  prayed  with  much  devotion  to  this 
eflect,  after  an  interval  of  some  time.  Providence  vouchsafed 
to  afflict  him  with  the  above-named  disease,  which  he  bore 
long  and  painfully  for  many  years,  and  even  despaired  of 
life,  until  he  entirely  got  rid  of  it  by  his  prayers ;  but,  sad 
to  say !  it  was  replaced,  as  we  have  said,  at  lus  marriage  by  •v^ 
another  which  incessantly  tormented  him,  night  and  day, 
firom  the  twentieth  to  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  life.  But 
if  ever,  by  GK>d*s  mercy,  he  was  relieved  from  this  infirmity 
for  a  single  day  or  night,  yet  the  fear  and  dread  of  that 
dreadful  malady  never  left  him,  but  rendered  him  almost 
useless,  as  he  thought,  for  every  duty,  whether  human  or 
divine. 

The  sons  and  daughters,  which  he  had  by  his  wife.  abov« 
mentioned  were  E^elfled  the  eldest,  after  whom  came  £d« 
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^  ward,  then  Ethelgiva,  then  Ethelswitha,  and  Ethelwerd, 
besides  those  who  died  in  their  infancy,  one  of  whom  was 
Edmund.  Ethelfled,  when  she  arrived  at  a  marriageable  age, 
was  united  to  Ethered,  earl  of  Mercia ;  Ethelgiva  also  was 
dedicated  to  Ood,  and  submitted  to  the  rules  of  a  monastic 
life.  Ethelwerd  the  youngest,  by  the  divine  counsels  and  the 
admirable  prudence  of  the  king,  was  consigned  to  the  schools 
of  learning,  where,  with  the  children  of  almost  all  the  nobi- 
lity of  the  country,  and  many  also  who  were  not  noble,  he 
prospered  under  the  diligent  care  of  his  teachers.  Books  in 
both  languages,  namely,  Latin  and  Saxon,  were  both  read  in 
the  school.  They  also  learned  to  write ;  so  that  before  they 
were  of  an  age  to  practice  manly  arts,  namely,  hunting  and 
such  pursuits  as  befit  noblemen,  they  became  studious  and 
/clever  in  the  liberal  arts.    Edward  and  Ethelswitha  were  bred 

^  up  in  the  king's  court  and  received  great  attention  from  their 
attendants  and  nurses ;  nay,  they  continue  to  this  day,  with 
the  love  of  all  about  them,  and  showing  affability,  and  even 
gentleness  towards  all,  both  natives  and  foreigners,  and  in 
complete  subjection  to  their  father ;  nor,  among  their  other 
studies  which  appertain  to  this  lijfe  and  are  fit  for'  noble 
youths,  are  they  suffered  to  pass  their  time  idly  and  unprofit- 
ably  without  learning  the  liberal  arts ;  for  they  have  carefully 
learned  the  Psalms  and  Saxon  books,  especially  the  Saxon 
poems,  and  are  continually  in  the  habit  of  making  use  of 
books. 

In  the  meantime,  the  king,  during  the  frequent  wars  and 
other  trammels  of  this  present  life,  the  invasions  of  the 
pagans,  and  his  own  daily  infirmities  of  body,  continued  to 
carry  on  the  government,  and  to  exercise  hunting  in  all  its 
branches  ;  to  teach  his  workers  in  gold  and  artificers  of  all 
kinds,  his  falconers,  hawkers  and  dog-keepers ;  to  build  houses, 
majestic  and  good,  beyond  all  the  precedents  of  his  ances- 
/  \/  tors,  by  his  new  mechanical  inventions ;  to  recite  the  Saxon  ^ 
books,  and  especially  to  learn  by  heart  the  Saxon  poems,  and  / 
to  make  others  learn  them ;  and  he  alone  never  desisted  from 
studying,  most  diligently,  to  the  best  of  his  ability;  he  attended 
the  mass  and  other  daily  services  of  religion ;  he  was  fre*^  i 
quent  in  psalm-singing  and  prayer,  at  the  hours  both  of 
tiie  day  and  the  night  He  also  went  to  the  churches,  as  we 
have  already  said,  in  the  nieht-time  to  pray,  secretly,  and 
unknown  to  hii  courtiers;  he  bestowed  alms  and  largesses  on 
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both  natives  and  foreigners  of  all  countries ;  he  was  aflhble 
and  pleasant  to  all,  and  curiously  eager  to  investigate  things 
onknown.  Many  Franks,  Prisons,  Oaiils,  pagans,  Britons 
Scots,  and  Armoricans,  noble  and  ignoble,  submitted  vo- 
luntarily to  his  dominion;  and  all  of  them,  according  to 
their  nation  and  deserving,  were  ruled,  loved,  honoured,  and 
enriched  with  money  and  power.  Moreover,  the  king  was  in 
the  habit  of  hearing  Uie  divine  scriptures  read  by  his  own  coun- 
tr3rmen,  or,  if  by  any  chance  it  so  happened,  in  company  with 
foreigners,  and  he  attended  to  it  with  sedulity  and  solicitude. 
His  bishops,  too,  and  all  ecclesiastics,  his  earls  and  nobles, 
ministers  and  friends,  were  loved  by  him  with  wonderful  af- 
fection, and  their  sons,  who  were  bred  up  in  the  royal  house • 
hold,  were  no  less  dear  to  him  than  his  own ;  he  had  them 
-sH  kinds  of  good_mpral&_.aad. 


thiaff8.jxever  ceased  to  teach  them  letters  night  and  d^y  :  but 
as  if  he  had  no  consolation  in  all  these  things,  ^j^jufiferedv^ 
no^jlthgr^^noyangft  Cither  "from  within  or  wiSoSTyfiLifi 
wasbarafiaii^by  daily  and  nightly  affliction^  that  ha  c«n- 
plamed  to  God,  and  to  all  who  were  admitted  to  his  familiar 
tore,  that  ATmighty  Qod  had  made  him  ignorant  of  divine 
wisdom,  and  of  the  liberal  arts ;  in  this  emulating  the  pious, 
the  wise,  and  wealthy  Solomon,  king  of  the  Hebrews,  who 
at  first,  despising  all  present  glory  and  riches,  asked  wisdom  ; 
of  God,  and  foimd  both,  namely,  wisdom  and  worldly  glory ;  i/ 
as  it  is  written,  **  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you.** 
But  God,  who  is  always  the  inspector  of  the  tiionghts  of  the 
mind  within,  and  the  instigator  of  all  good  intentions,  and  a 
most  plentiful  aider,  that  good  desires  may  be  formed, — for 
he  would  not  instigate  a  man  to  good  intentions,  unless  he 
abo  amply  supplied  that  which  the  man  justly  and  properly 
wishes  to  have, — instigated  the  king's  mind  within ;  as  it  is 
Avritten,  **  I  will  hearken  what  the  Lord  God  will  say  concern- 
ing me."  He  would  avail  himself  of  every  opportunity  to 
procure  coadjutors  in  his  good  designs,  to  aid  him  in  his 
strivings  after  wisdom,  that  he  might  attain  to  what  he  aimed 
.  at ;  and,  like  a  prudent  bird,  which  riaing  ii^  gj^jpi^^i*  -nn^ii 
I  the^jBaily^  mor^ng  from  her  beloved  nest,  steers  her  rapid 
I  flight  through  the  uncertain  tracks  blither,  and  desc^Bs  ^ 
f  oo-ihe  man&oid  "and  varied  flAworq  j^^^g^^sf n,  hf*^^*,  ^^ 
/  ahwibs,  essaying  that  which  pleases  most,  thtt  she  *»i>y  ^^^^  ^^^ 
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It  to  her  home,  so  did  he  direct  his  eyes  aiStf,  and  seek 
vrithout,  that  which  he  had  not  within,  namely,  in  his  own 
kingdom. 

But  Ood  at  that  time,  as  some  consolation  to  tne  kiii^^s 
henevolence,  yielding  to  his  complaint,  sent  certain  lights 
to  illuminate  him,  namely,  Werefnth,  hishop  of  the  church 
of  Worcester,  a  man  well  versed  m  divine  scripture,  who, 
1  by  the  king's    command,  first  turned  the   books  of  fi^ 

i  Dialogues  of  pope  Gregory  and  Peter,  his  disciple,  from 

I  Latin  into  Saxon,  and  sometimes  putting 'sense  K>r  sense, 

knterprcted  them  with'  clearness  and  elegance.  After  him 
W3.S  Ple£[mvmd^  a  Mercian  by  birth,  archbishop  of  the  church 
of  Cwiterfcury,  a  venerable  man,  and  endowed  with  wisdom ; 
Ethelstan  also,  and  Werewulf,  his  priests  and  chaplains,  Mer- 
cians  by  birth,  and  erudite.  These  four  had  been  invited  out 
of  Merda  by  king  Alfred,  who  exalted  them  with  many 
honours  and  powers  in  the  kingdom  of  the  West-Saxons, 
besides  the  privileges  which  archbishop  Plegmund  and  bishop 
Werefrith  enjoyed  in  Mercia.  By  their  teaching  and  wisdom 
the  king's  desires  increased  unceasingly,  and  were  gratified. 
Night  and  day,  whenever  he  had  leisure,  he  commanded  such 
^  men  as  these  to  read  books  to  him ;  for  he  never  sufiered 
himself  to  be  without  one  of  them,  wherefore  he  possessed  a 
knowledge  of  every  book,  though  of  himself  he  could  not 
yet  understand  anything  of  books,  for  he  had  not  yet  learned 
to  read  any  thing. 

But  the  king's  commendable  avarice  could  not  be  gratified 
even  in  this ;  wherefore  he  sent  messengers  beyond  the  sea 
l^  to  Qaul,  to  procure  teachers,  and  he  invited  from  thence 
Grimbald,*  priest  and  moi^,  a  venerable  man,  and  good 
singer,  adorned  with  every  kind  of  ecclesiastical  discipline 
and  good  morals,  and  most  learned  in  holy  scripture.  He 
also  obtiined  from  thence  John,t  also  priest  and  monk,  a  man 
of  most  energetic  talents,  and  learned  in  all  kinds  of  literary 
\  science,  and  skilled  in  many  other  arts.     By  the  teaching  of 

these  men  the  king's  mind  was  much  enlarged,  and  he  en- 

riehed  and  honoured  them  with  much  influence. 

*  In  these  times,  I  also  came  into  Saxony  out  of  the  fur^Lggt 

^  coasts  of  Western  Britain ;  and  when  I  had^  proposed  io  go 

to  him  through  many  intervening  province^,  i  arrived  in  the 

.    *  Grimbald  was  proTost  of  St  Omer*!.     « 

I    t  John  had  been  oonneotedwith  the  monastery  of  Coibie. 
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country  of  the  Saxons,  whb  live  on  the  li^t  hand,  which  in 
Saxon  is  called  Sussex,  nnder  the  guidance  of  some  of  that 
nation ;  and  there  I  first  saw  him  in  the  loyal  yill,  which  is 
called  Dene.*  He  receiTed  me  with  kindness,  and  among 
other  &miliar  conversation,  he  asked  me  eagerly  tp  devote 
mrself  to  his  service  and  hecome  his  friend,  to  leave  every 
fhmg  which  I  possessed  on  the  left,  or  western  hank  of  the 
Sev^n,  and  he  promised  he  would  give  more  than  an  equi- 
valent for  it  in  his  own  dominions.  I  replied  that  I  could 
not  incautiously  and  rashly  promise  such  things;  for  it 
seemed  to  me  unjust,  that  I  should  leave  those-  sacred 
places  in  which  I  had  heen  hred,  educated,  and  crowned,t 
and  at  last  ordained,  for  the  sake  of  any  earthly  honour  and 
power,  unless  hy  compulsion.  Upon  tius,  he  said, ''  K  you 
cannot  accede  to  this,  at  least,  let  me  have  your  service  in 
part :  spend  six  months  of  the  year  with  me  here,  and  the 
other  six  in  Britain."  To  this,  I  replied,  **  I  coidd  not  even 
promise  that  easily  or  hastily  without  the  advice  of  my  i, 
mends."  At  lengUi,  however,  when  I  perceived  that  he  was 
anxious  for  my  services,  though  I  knew  not  why,  I  promised 
him  that,  if  my  life  was  spared,  I  would  return  to  mm  after 
six  months,  with  such  a  reply  as  should  he  agreeahle  to  him 
as  well  as  advantageous  to  me  and  mine,  "mth  this  answer 
he  was  satisfied,  and  when  I  had  given  him  a  pledge  to  return 
at  the  appointed  time,  on  the  fourth  day  we  left  him  and 
returned  on  horsehack  towards  our  own  country. 
-  After  our  departure,  a  violent  fever  seized  me  in  the  city 
of  Windiester,  where  I  lay  for  twelve  months  and  one  week, 
night  and  day,  without  hope  of  recovery.  At  the  appointed 
time,  therefore,  I  could  not  fulfil  my  promise  of  visitmg  him, 
and  he  sent  messengers  to  hasten  my  journey,  and  to  inquire 
the  cause  of  my  delay.  As  I  was  unahle  to  ride  to  hun,  I 
sent  a  second  messenger  to  tell  him  the  cause  of  my  delay, 
and  assure  him  that,  if  I  recovered  from  my  infinnity,  I 
would  fulfil  what  I  had  promised.  My  complaint  left  me, 
and  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  all  my  friends,  for  the  "^ 
benefit  of  that  holy  place,  and  of  all  who  dwelt  therein, 

^  East  Dne  [or  Dean]  and  Wert  Dene  are  two  Tillages  near  Chlchat- 
ter.   Thpie  are  also  other  fillflgefl  of  the  same  name  near  Eart  Bonnie. 

t  TUb  espresrion  alludea  to  the  tonsure,  which  was  undergone  bj  those 
who  beeame  clerks.  For  a  description  of  the  ecclesiastical  tonam  see 
Bad^Sedfls.U]st.p./60 
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I  did  as  I  luid  promised  to  the  king,  and  devoted  myself 
Ui  his  service,  on  the  condition  that  I  should  remain  with 
him  six  months  in  every  year,  either  continuously,  if  I 
could  spend  six  months  witii  him  at  once,  or  alternately, 
three  months  in  Britain  and  three  in  Saxony.*  For  my 
friends  hoped  that  they  should  sustain  less  tribulation  and 
harm  from  king  Hemeid^f  who  often  plundered  that  monastery 
and  the  parish  of  St.  Deguus,^  and  sometimes  expelled  the 
prelates,  as  they  expelled  archbishop  Novis,§  my  relation, 
and  myself ;  if  in  any  manner  I  could  secure  the  notice  and 
fHendship  of  the  king. 
y  At  thattime_^and  long  before,  all  the  countries  on  the  righi 
y  hand  8i(le~bf  Britain_belongecl  to  king  Ailred  jjid  still  Joe* 
long"  io  him."  For"  instance'  king  Hemeid,  with  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  region  of  Demetia,  compelled  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  six  sons  of  Rotri,  had  submitted  to  the  dominion 
of  the  king.  Howel  also,  son  of  Ris,  king  of  Qleguising, 
/  and  Brocmail  and  Femmail,  sons  of  Mouric,  k||gs  of  Qwent, 
I  compelled  by  the  violence  and  tyranny  of  eOTTEthered  and 
^  of  the  Mercians,  of  their  own  accord  sought  king  Alfred, 
that  they  might  ei^oy  his  government  and  protection  from 
him  against  their  enemies.  Helised,  also,  son  of  Tendyr, 
king  of  Brecon,  compelled  by  the  force  of  the  same  sons  of 
Rotri,  of  his  own  accord  sought  the  government  of  the  afore- 
said king ;  and  Anarawd,  sun  of  Rotri,  with  his  brother,  at 
length  abandoning  the  friendship  of  the  Northumbrians, 
from  which  he  received  no  good  but  harm,  came  into  king 
Alfred's  presence  and  eagerly  sought  his  friendship.  The 
King  received  him  honourably,  received  him  as  his  son  by 
confirmation  from  the  bishop's  hand,  and  presented  him  with 
many  gifts.  Thus  he  became  subject  to  the  king  with  all 
his  people,  on  the  same  condition,  that  he  should  be  obedient 
to  the  king's  will  in  all  respects,  in  the  same  way  as  Ethered 
with  the  Mercians. 

Nor  was  it  in  vain  that  aU  these   princes   gained  the 

*  The  original  Latin  continues,  ^'  Et  ilia  adjuvnretur  per  rudimenta 
Sancti  Degui  in  omnl  causa,  tamen  pro  viribus,**  which  I  do  not  under- 
stand, and  therefore  cannot  translate. 

t  A  pethr  prince  of  South  Wales. 

t  Or  St  DewL  Probably  by  the  pariih  of  St  Deguus  is  meant  tbt 
diooe»9  of  St  DsTid's.  Hence  it  is  said,  that  Alfred  gare  to  Asser  tbt 
whole  parish  (omnls  parodik)  of  Exeter. 

I  ArohhUiop of  StDafld^i 
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friendship  of  the  king.  For  those  who  desired  to  augment 
their  worldly  power,  obtained  power ;  those  who  desired  y/  y 
money,  gained  money;  and  in  like  way,  th^se  who  desired 
his  finendship,  or  both  money  and  friendship,  succeeded  in 
getting  what. tiiey  wanted.  But  all  of  them  gained  his  love 
and  guardianship  and  defence  from  every  quarter,  even  as  the 
king  with  his  men  could  protect  himself. 

When  therefore  I  had  come  into  his  presence  at  the  royal 
Till,  called  Leonaford,  I  was  honourably  received  by  him,  and  [ 

remained  that  time  with  him  at  his  court  eight  months ;  during 
which  I  read  to  him  whatever  books  he  liked,  and  such  as  he  t 

'had  at  hand ;  for  this  is  his  most  usual  custom,  both  night  f 

and  day,  amid  his  many  other  occupations  of  mind  and  body,  m 

eitiier  himself  to  read  books,  or  to  listen  whilst  others  read,  y/  : 

them.'  And  wnen  l  irequently  asked  his  leave  to  depart, 
and  could  in  no  way  obtain  it,  at  length  when  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  by  all  means  to  demand  it,  he  called  me  to 
him  at  twilight,  on  Christmas  eve,  and  gave  me  two  letters,  ^ 
in  which  was  a  long  list  of  all  the  things  which  were  in  1 

two  monasteries,  called  in  Saxon,  Ambresbury*  and  Banwell  ;t  n 

and  on  that  same   day  he  delivered  to  me  those  two  mo-  « 

nasteries  with  all  the  things  that  were  in  them,  and  a  silken  :] 

pall  of  great  value,  and  a  load  for  a  strong  man,  of  incense,  / 

adding  tiiese  words,  that  he  did  not  give  me  these  trifling 
presents,  because  he  was  unwilling  hereafter  to  give  me 
greater ;  for  in  the  course  of  time  he  unexpectedly  gave  me 
Exeter,  with  all  the  diocese  which  belonged  to  him  in  Saxony^  \ 

and  in  Cornwall,  besides  gifts  every  day,  without  number,  in  ^  '  ^ 

every  kind  of  worldly  wealth,  which  it  would  be  too  long  to  ; 

enumerate  here,  lest  they  should  make  my  reader  tired. 
But  let  no  one  suppose  that  I  have  mentioned  these  pre- 
sents in  this  place  for  the  sake  of  glory  or  flattery,  or  to 
obtain  greater  honour.  I  call  God  to  witness,  that  I  have 
not  done  so;  but  that  I  might  certify  to  those  who  are  igno- 
rant, how  profuse  he  is  in  giving.  He  then  at  once  gave 
me  permission  to  ride  to  uiose  two  rich  monasteries  and 
afterwards  to  return  to  my  own  country. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation,  886,  which  was  the 
thirty-eighth  since  the  birth  of  Alfred,  the  army  so  often  .^ 

beforementioned  again  fled  the  country,  and  went  into  the 
country  of  ^e  Western  Franks,  directing  their  ships  to  the 
Ameabmy, in liniti.  t  laSoBcasCahirai  iWmmm. 
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river  called  the  Seine,  and  sailed  up  it  as  £ur  as  the  city  ol 
Paris,  and  there  they  wintered  and  measured  out  their  camp 
They  besieged  that  city  a  whole  year,  as  far  as  the  bridge, 
that  they  might  preyent  the  inhabitants  from  making  use  of 
^  ft ;  for  tiie  city  is  situated  on  a  small  island  in  the  middle 
of  the  river;  but  by  the  merciful  favour  of  God,  and  the 
brave  defence  of  citizens,  the  army  coidd  not  force  their  way 
inside  the  walls. 

In  the  same  year,  Alfred,  king  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  after 
the  burning  of  cities  and  the  slaying  of  the  people,  honour* 
ably  rebuilt  the  city  of  London,  and  made  it  again  habitabla 
He  gave  it  into  the  custody  of  his  son-in-law,  Ethered,  ear* 
of  Mercia,  to  which  king  all  the  Angles  and  Saxons,  who 
before  had  been  dispersed  everywhere,  or  were  in  captivity 
with  the  pagans,  voluntarily  turned  and  submitted  themselves 
to  his  dominion. 

*  [In  the  same  year  there  arose  a  foul  and  deadly  discord 
at  Oxford,  between  Orimbald,  with  those  learned  men  whom 
he  had  brought  with  him,  and  the  old  scholars  whom  he  had 
found  there,  who,  on  his  arrival,  refused  altogether  to  em 
/  brace  the  laws,  modes,  and  forms  of  preelection  instituted  by 
the  same  Qrimbald.  During  three  years  there  had  been  no 
great  dissension  between  them,  but  there  was  a  secret  enmity 
which  afterwards  broke  out  with  great  atrocity,  clearer  than 
the  light  itself.  To  appease  this  quarrel,  that  invincible  king 
Alfred,  having  been  informed  of  the  strife  by  a  messenger 
from  Qrimbald,  went  to  Oxford  to  put  an  end  to  the  contro^ 
versy,  and  endured  much  trouble  in  hearing  the  arguments 
and  complaints  which  were  brought  forwards  on  botib  rides. 
The  substance  of  the  dispute  was  this :  the  old  scholars  con- 
tended, that  literature  had  flourished  at  Oxford  before  the 
coming  of  Qrimbald,  although  the  number  of  scholars  was 
smaller  than  in  ancient  time,  because  several  had  been  driven 
away  by  the  cruelty  and  tyranny  of  the  pagans.  They  also 
proved  and  showed,  by  the  undoubted  testmiony  of  ancient 
annals,  that  the  orders  and  institutions  of  that  place  had 
been  sanctioned  by  certain  pious  and  learned  men,  as  for 
V  instance  by  Saint  Qildas,  Melkinus,  Nennius,  Kentigem,  and 
others,  who  had  all  grown  old  there  in  literature,  and  happily 

^  The  whde  of  this  pangnph  oonoeminff  Oxford  ii  thought  to  be  an 
interpolatioiiy  became  it  is  not  known  to  hare  existod  in  more  than  om 
MS.  cofy. 
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on  the  death  of  Charles,  yet  the  empire  remainel  in  tho 
hands  of  Amulf. 

Such,  then,  was  the  division  of  the  kingdom ;  Amulf  re* 

ceived  the  countries  on  the  east  of  the  river  Rhine ;  Rodub 

the  inner  parts  of  the  kingdom;   Oda  the  western  part; 

jx\  Beomgar  and  Guido,  Lomhardy,  and  those  countries  which 

are  in  that  part  of  the  mountains ;  but  they  did  not  keep 
these  large  dominions  in  peace,  for  they  twice  fought  a 
pitched  battle,  and  often  mutually  ravaged  their  kingdon&ty 
and  drove  each  other  out  of  their  dominions. 

In  the  same  year  in  which  that  [paganl  army  left  Paris 
and  went  to  Chezy,  Ethelhelm,  earl  of  Wiltshire,  carried  to 
Rome  the  alms  of  king  Alfred  and  of  the  Saxons. 

In  the  same  year  idso  Alfred,  king  of  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
so  often  before  mentioned,  by  divine  inspiration,  began,  on 
one  and  the  same  day,  to  read  and  to  interpret ;  but  that  I 
may  explain  this  more  fully  to  those  who  are  ignorant,  I  will 
relate  the  cause  of  this  long  delay  in  beginning. 

On  a  certain  day  we  were  boUi  of  us  sitting  in  the  king's 
chamber,  talking  on  all  kinds  of  subjects,  as  usual,  and  it 
happened  that  I  read  to  him  a  quotation  out  of  a  certiiin 
^  b^>k:^  He  heard  it  attentively  with  both  his  ears,  anSad- 
dfessed  me  with  a  thoughtful  mind,  showing  me  at  the  same 
moment  a  book  which  he  carried  in  his  bosom,  wherein  the 
daily  courses  and  psalms,  and  prayers  which  he  had  read  in 
his  youth,  were  written,  and  he  commanded  me  to  write  the 
same  quotation  in  that  book.  Hearing  this,  and  perceiving 
i  his  ingenuous  benevolence,  and  devout  desire   of  studying 

I  the  words  of  divine  wisdom,  I  g^ve,  though  in  secret,  bound- 

less thanks  to  Almighty  Ood,  who  had  implanted  such  a  love 
of  wisdom  in  the  king's  heart  But  I  could  not  find  any 
empty  space  in  that  book  wherein  to  write  the  quotation,  for 
it  was  already  full  of  various  matters ;  wherefore  I  made  a 
little  delay,  principally  that  I  might  stir  up  the  bright  intel- 
lect of  t)ie  kmg  to  a  higher  acquaintance  with  the  divine  tes- 
timonies. Upon  his  urging  me  to  make  haste  and  write  it 
quickly,  I  said  to  him,  ''  Axe  you  vrilling  that  I  should  write 
that  quotation  on  some  leaf  apart  ?  For  it  is  not  certain 
whether  we  shall  not  find  one  or  more  other  such  extnctc 
which  wOl  please  you ;  and  if  that  should  so  happen,  we 
shall  be  glaa  that  we  have  kept  them  apart"  "  Your  plan 
ie  good/'  said  he,  and  I  gladly  made  haste  to  get  ready  a 
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sheet,  in  the  beginning  of  which  I  wrote  what  he  bade  m0 ; 
and  on  that  same  day,  I  wrote  therein,  as  I  had  anticipated, 
no  less  than  three  other  quotations  which  pleased  him ;  and  ^ 
from  that  time  we  daily  talked  together,  and  found  out  other 
quotations  which  pleased  him,  so  that  the  sheet  became  full, 
and  deservedly  so ;  according  as  •  it  is  written,  "  The  just 
man  builds  upon  a  moderate  foundation,  and  by  degrees 
passes  to  greater  things."  Thus,  like  a  most  productive  bee, 
he  flew  here  and  there,  asking  questions,  as  he  went,  until 
he  had  eagerly  and  unceasingly  collected  many  various 
flowers  of  divine  Scriptures,  with  which  he  thickly  stored  the 
cells  of  his  mind. 

Now  when  that  flrst  quotation  was  copied,  he  was  eager  at 
once  to  read,  and  to  interpret  in  Saxon,  and  then  to  teach 
others ;  even  as  we  read  of  that  happy  robber,  who  recog- 
nized his  Lord,  aye,  the  Lord  of  all  men,  as  he  was  hanging 
on  the  blessed  cross,  and,  saluting  him  with  his  bodily  eyes 
only,  because  elsewhere  he  was  all  pierced  with  nails,  cried, 
'*  Loi'd,  remember  me  when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom !'' 
for  it  was  only  at  the  end  of  his  life  that  he  began  to  learn  y 
the  rudiments  of  the  Christian  faith.  But  the  king,  inspired 
by  God,  began  to  study  the  rudiments  of  divine  Scripture  on 
the  sacred  solemnity  of  St.  Martin  [Nov.  11],  and  he  con- 
tinued to  learn  the  flowers  collected  by  certam  masters,  and 
to  reduce  them  into  the  form  of  one  book,  as  he  was  then 
able,  although  mixed  one  virith  another,  imtil  it  became  almost 
as  large  as  a  psalter.  This  book  he  csJled  his  Ench^bidion 
or  MiLKUAL,  because  he  carefully  kept  it  at  hand  day  and 
night,  and  found,  as  he  told  me,  no  small  consolation  therein. 

But  as  has  already  been  vmtten  by  a  certain  wise  man. 


^  Of  watchful  minds  are  they  whoie  pious  care 
It  is  to  govern  well,' 


» 


so  must  I  be  watchfid,  in  that  I  just  now  drew  a  kind  of  com- 
parison or  similarity,  though  in  diissimilar  manner,  between  that     . 
nappy  robber  and  the  king ;  for  the  cross  is  hatefur  to  every  ^ 
one,  wherever  there  is  sufiering.     But  what  can  he  do,  if  he 
cannot  save  himself  or  escape  thence  ?  or  by  what  art  can  ho 
remain  there  and  improve  nis  cause  ?    He  must,  therefore^ 
whether  he  will  or  no,  endure  with  pain  and  sorrow  that 
which  he  is  sufiering. 
Now  the  king  was  pierced  with  many  nails  of  tribulationi 
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Uioogli  placed  in  the  royal  seat ;  for  from  the  twentieth  year 
of  hi8  age  to  the  present  year,  which  is  his  fortieth,*  he  has 
been  constantly  afflicted  with  most  severe  attacks  of  an  un- 
known complaint,  so  that  he  has  not  a  mementos  ease  either 
from  suffering  the  pain  which  it  causes,  or  from  the  gloom 
which  is  thrown  over  him  by  the  apprehension  of  its  coming. 
Moreover,  the  constant  invasions  of  foreign  nations,  by  which 
he  was  continnally  harassed  by  land  and  sea,  without  any 
interval  of  quiet,  were  a  just  cause  of  disquiet.  What 
shall  I  say  of  his  repeated  expeditions  against  the  pagans, 
his  wars,  and  incessant  occupations  of  government  ?  Of  the 
^  daily  embassies  sent  to  him  by  foreign  nations,  from  the 
Tyrrhenian  sea  to  the  farthest  end  of  Ireland  Pf  For  we 
have  seen  and  read  letters,  accompanied  with  presents,  which 
were  sent  to  him  by  Abel  the  patriarch  of  Jerusalem.  What 
shaU  I  say  of  the  cities  and  towns  which  he  restored,  and 
of  others  which  he  built,  where  none  had  been  before  ?  of 
the  royal  haUs  and  chambers,  wonderfully  erected  by  his 
command,  with  stone  and  wood  ?  of  the  royal  viUs  constructed 
of  stone,  removed  from  their  old  site,  and  handsomely  rebuilt 
by  the  king*s  command  in  more  fitting  places  ?  Besides  the 
disease  above  mentioned,  he  was  disturbed  by  the  quarrels  of 
.,  his  friends,  who  woidd  voluntarily  endure  little  or  no  toil, 
^  though  it  was  for  the  common  necessity  of  the  kingdom ; 
but  he  alone,  sustained  by  the  divine  aid,  like  a  Jikilful 
pilot,  strove  to  steer  his  ship,  laden  with  much  wealm,  into 
^  the  safe  and  much  desired  harbour  of  his  country,  though 
almost  all  his  crew  were  tired,  and  suffered  them  not  to  faint 
or  hesitate,  though  sailing  amid  the  manifold  waves  and 
eddies  of  this  present  life. 
*  For  all  his  bishops,  earls,  nobles,  favourite  ministers,  and 

^  \  prefects,  who,  next  to  Qod  and  the  king,  had  the  whole  go- 

vernment of  the  kingdom,  as  is  fitting,  continually  received 
I  /from  him  instruction,  respect,  exhortation,  and  command; 

/  nay,  at  last,  when  they  were  disobedient,  and  his  long  patience 

was  exhausted,  he  would  reprove  them  severely,  and  censure 

ji^  at  pleasure  their  vnlgar  folly  and  obstinacy ;  and  in  this  way 

i:  he  directed  their  attention  to  the  common  interests  of  the 

I  kingdom.      But,  owing  to  the  sluggishness  of  the  people, 

*  This  must  conseqaently  have  ben  written  in  a.ii.  888. 
f  Wife  conjectures  that  we  ought  to  read  Uiberis,  Spain^  and    lol 
HIberniffy  Irgiand^  in  this  pa«age* 
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these  admonitions  of  the  king  were  either  not  fiilMed,  or 
were  beffon  late  at  the  moment  of  necessity,  and  so  ended  ^ 
less  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  put  them  in  execution ; 
for  I  willroy  nothmg  of  the  cap%ff  yf)yift>i  hm  QfA^^g^jp  be 

tli^fi  ><f>»filA  t^npft  hrq\i^  jn  upon  them  by  land  and  sea,  and. 
as  often  happened,  thethwarters  of  the  royal  ordnances  re- 
pented when  it  was  too  late,  and  blushed  at  tiieir  non-perform-  / 
ance  of  his  commands.  I  speak  of  repentance  when  it  is  too 
late,  on  the  testimony  of  Scripture,  whereby  numberless 
persons  have  had  cause  for  too  much  sorrow  when  many  in- 
sidious evils  have  been  wrought.  '  But  though  by  jhase 
means,  sad  to  say,  they  may  be  bitterly  afflicted  and  roused 
to  sorrow  by  the  loss  of  fathers,  wives,  children,  ministers* 
servant-men,  servant-maids,  and  furniture  and  household 
stuff,  what  is  the  use  of  hateful  repentance  when  their  kins- 
men are  dead,  and  they  cannot  aid  them,  or  redeem  those 
who  are  captive  from  captivity  ?  for  they  are  not  able  even  to 
assist  those  who  have  escaped,  as  they  have  not  wherewith 
to  sustain  even  their  own  lives.  They  repented,  therefore, 
when  it  was  too  late,  and  grieved  at  their  incautious  neglect 
of  ,the  king's  commands,  and  they  praised  the  royal  wisdom  / 
with  one  voice,  and  tried  with  all  meir  power  to  fulfil  what 
they  had  before  refused,  namely,  concerning  the  erectior  of 
2astles,  and  other  things  generally  useM  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  ^ 

Of  his  fixed  purpose  of  holy  meditation,  which,  in  the 
midst  of  prosperity  and  adversity  he  never  neglected,  I  cannot 
with  advantage  now  omit  to  speak.  For,  whereas  he  often 
thought  of  tiie  necessities  of  his  soul,  among  the  other  good 
deeds  to  which  his  thoughts  were  night  and  day  turned,  he 
3rdered  that  two  monasteries  should  be  built,  one  for  monks 
at  AtijtelQey.  which  is  a  place  surrounded  by  impassable 
marshes  and  rivers,  where  no  one  can  enter  but  by  boats,  or 
by  a  bridge  laboriously  constructed  between  two  other 
heights;  at 'the  western  end  of  which  bridge  was  erected  a 
strong  tower,  of  beautiful  work,  by  command  of  the  aforesaid 
king ;  and  in  this  monastery  he  collected  monks  of  all  kinds, 
from  every  quarter,  and  placed  them  therein. 

For  at  fint,  because  he  had  no  one  of  his  own  nation, 
noble  and  free  by  birth,  who  was  willing  to  enter  the  mo- 
nastic life,  except  children,  who  could  neither  choose  good 
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nor  ftToid  eril  in  consequence  of  their  tender  vean,  became 
for  manj  pTeviouB  jeaie  the  love  of  a  monastic  Ii&  had  uttetljr 
decayed  from  that  natioa  as  well  as  from  many  other  nations, 
though  many  monasteries  still  remain  in  that  country ;  yet,  as 
no  one  directed  the  role  of  that  kind  of  life  in  a  regular  way, 
for  what  reason  I  cannot  say,  either  from  the  invasions  of 
foreigners  which  took  place  so  frequently  both  by  sea  and 
land,  or  because  that  people  abounded  in  riches  of  ere^ 
kind,  and  so  looked  with  contempt  on  the  monastic  life.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  king  Alfred  sought  to  gather  monks 
of  different  kinds  to  place  in  the  same  monastery. 

First  he  placed  there  as  abbat,  John*  the  priest  and  monk, 
an  old  Saxon  by  birth,  then  certain  priests  and  deacons  from 
beyond  the  sea ;  of  whom,  finding  that  he  had  not  as  large  a 
number  as  he  wished,  he  procured  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
same  Gallic  race,  some  of  whom,  being  children,  he  ordered 
to  be  taught  in  the  same  monastery,  and  at  a  later  period  to 
be  admitted  to  the  monastic  habit.  I  have  myself  seen  a 
young  lad  of  pagan  birth  who  was  educated  in  that  monastery, 
and  by  no  means  the  hindmost  of  them  all. 

There  was  also  a  deed  done  once  in  that  monastery,  which 

I  would  utterly  consign  to  oblivion,  although  it  is  an  nn- 

-^  worthy  deed ;  for  throughout  the  whole  of  Scripture  the  base 

deeds  of  the  wicked  are  mterspersed  among  the  blessed  deeds 

(of  the  just,  as  tares  and  darnel  are  sown  among  the  wheat: 
good  dceda  are  recorded  that  they  may  be  prused  and  imi- 
tated, and  that  their  imitators  may  be  held  in  all  honour ; 
wicked  deeds  are  there  related,  that  they  may  be  censured 
and  avoided,  and  their  imitators  be  reproved  with  all  odium, 
runtempt,  and  vengeance. 

For  once  upon  a  time,  a  certwn  priest  and  a  deacon,  Gauls 
by  birth,  and  two  of  the  aforesaid  monks,  by  the  insti- 
i  i^ation  of  the  devil,  and  excited  by  some  secret  jealousy, 
1  became  so  embittered  in  secret  against  their  abbat,  the  above 
mentioned  John,  that,  like  Jews,  they  circumvented  and  be- 
trayed their  master.  For  whereas  he  had  two  servants,  whom 
he  had  hired  out  of  Gaul,  they  tiught  these  such  wicked 
practices,  that  in  the  night,  when  all  men  were  enjoying  thu 
sweet  tranquillity  of  sleep,  they  should  make  their  way  into 
the  church  armed,  and  shutting  it  behind  them  as  usual,  hide 
Ihcnuelvea  therein,  and  wait  for  the  moment  when  the  abbat 
•  Not  the  celebialcd  JohiLScotus  EregtoB. 
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ghould  enter  the  church  alone.  At  lea^,  when  he  shanld 
come  alone  to  pray,  and,  bending  his  knees,  bow  before  tho 
holy  altar,  the  men  should  rush  on  him  with  hostility,  and 
tiT  to  slay  him  on  the  spot.  They  then  should  dt^  his 
lifeless  body  oat  of  the  church,  and  throw  it  down  before  the 
house  of  a  certain  harlot,  as  if  he  had  been  slain  whilst  on  a 
visit  to  her.  This  was  their  machination,  adding  crime  to 
crime,  as  it  if  sud,  "  The  last  error  shall  be  worse  than  the 
first" 

But  the  dirine  mercy,  which  always  delights  to  aid  the 
innocent,  frustrated  in  great  part  the  wicked  design  of  the 
wicked  men,  so  that  it  shotdd  not  turn  out  in  every  respect 
as  they  had  proposed. 

When,  therefore,  the  whole  of  the  evil  counsel  had  been 
explained  by  those  wicked  teachers  to  their  wicked  agents, 
and  the  night  which  had  been  fixed  on  as  moat  fit  was  come, 
the  two  armed  ruffians  were  placed,  with  a  promise  of  im- 

f  unity,  to  await  in  the  church  for  the  arrival  of  the  abbat. 
a  the  middle  of  the  night  John,  as  usual,  entered  the 
church  to  pray,  without  any  one's  knowing  of  it,  and  knelt 
before  the  altar.  The  two  ruffians  rushed  upon  him  with 
drawn  swords,  and  dealt  him  some  severe  wounds.  But  li», 
being  a  mau  of  a  brave  mind,  and,  as  we  have  heard  say,  not 
unacquunted  with  the  art  of  self-defence,  if  he  had  not  been 
a  follower  of  a  better  calling,  no  sooner  heard  the  sound  of 
the  robbers,  before  he  saw  them,  than  he  rose  np  against 
them  before  he  was  wounded,  and,  shouting  u  loud  as  he 
could,  straggled  agunst  them,  crying  out  uiat  ibey  were 
devils  and  not  men ;  for  he  himself  knew  no  better,  as  ha 
thought  that  no  men  would  dare  to  attempt  such  a  deed. 
He  was,  however,  wounded  before  any  of  nis  people  could 
come  to  his  help.  His  attendanta,  roused  by  the  noise,  were 
frightened  when  they  heard  the  word  devils,  and  both  those 
two  who,  like  /ews,  sought  to  betray  their  master,  and  the 
iSthers  who  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  rushed  together  to 
the  doors  of  the  church ;  but  before  Uiey  got  there  ihoae 
ruffians  escaped,  leaving  the  abbat  half  dead.  The  monks 
raised  the  old  man,  in  a  fainting  condition,  and  carried  him 
home  with  tears  and  lamefttntiona ;  nor  did  those  two  de- 
ceitful monks  shed  tears  less  than  the  innocent.  Bat  God's 
mercy  did  not  allow  so  bold  a  deed  to  pass  onponished ;  the 
ruffians  who  perpetrated  it,  and  all  who  urged  them  to  it, 
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were  taken  and  put  in  prison,  where,  by  various  tortures, 
they  came  to  a  disgraceful  end.  liOt  ns  now  return  to  our 
narrative. 

Another  monastery,  also,  was  built  by  the  same  king  as  a 
residence  for  nuns,  near  the  eastern  gate  of  Shaftesbury ;  and 
his  own  daughter,  Ethelgiva,  was  placed  in 'TTlis  abbess. 
With  her  many  other  noble  ladies  bound  by  the  rules  of  the 
monastic  life,  dwell  in  that  monastery.  These  two  edifices 
were  enriched  by  the  king  with  much  land,  as  well  as  perso- 
nal property. 

These  things  being  thus  disposed  of,  the  king  began,  as 
was  his  practice,  to  consider  within  himself,  what  more  he 
could  do  to  augment  and  show  forth  his  piety ;  what  he  had 
bejgun  wisely,  and  thoughtfully  conceived  for  the  public 
benefit,  was  adhered  to  with  equally  beneficial  result ;  for 
he  had  heard  it  out  of  the  book  of  the  law,  that  the 
Lord  had  promised  to  restore  to  him  tenfold ;  and  he 
knew  that  the  Lord  had  kept  his  promise,  and  had  actually 
restored  to  him  tenfold.  Encouraged  by  this  example,  and 
wishing  to  exceed  the  practices  of  his  predecessors,  he  vowed 
humbly  and  faithfully  to  devote  to  God  half  his  services, 
both  day  and  night,  and  also  half  of  all  his  wealth,  such  as 
lawfully  and  justly  came  annually  into  his  possession;  and 
thb  vow,  as  far  as  human  discretion  can  perceive  and  keep, 
he  skilfully  and  wisely  endeavoured  to  fulfil.  But,  that  he 
might,  with  his  usual  caution,  avoid  that  which  scripture 
warns  us  against :  **  If  you  offer  aright,  but  do  not  cUvide 
aright,  you  sin,*'  he  considered  how  he  might  divide  aright 
that  wlach  he  had  vowed  to  God  ;  and  as  Solomon  had  said, 
''  The  heart  of  the  king  is  in  the  hand  of  God,*'  that  is,  his 
counsel  he  ordered  with  wise  policy,  which  could  come  only 
from  above,  that  his  officers  should  first  divide  into  two  parts 
the  revenues  of  every  year. 

When  this  division  was  made,  he  assigned  the  first  part  to 
worldly  uses,  and  ordered  that  one-third  of  it  should  be  paid 
to  his  soldiers,  and  also  to  his  ministers,  the  nobles  who 
dwelt  at  court  where  they  discharged  divers  duties ;  for  so 
the  king's  family  was  arranged  at  dd  times  into  three  classes. 
The  king*8  attendants  were  most  wisely  distributed  into  three 
companies,  so  that  the  first  company  should  be  on  duty  at 
court  for  one  month,  night  and  day,  at  the  end  of  which  they 
returned  to  their  homes,  and  were  relieved  by  dM  saoond 
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company*  At  the  end  of  the  second  month,  in  the  same  ^ 
waj,  the  third  company  relieved  the  second,  who  returned  to 
their  homes,  where  they  spent  two  months,  until  their  ser- 
vices  were  again  wanted.  The  third  company  also  gave  place 
to  the  first  in  the  same  way,  and  also  spent  two  months  at 
home.  Thus  was  the  threefold  division  of  the  companies  ar^ 
ranged  at  all  times  in  the  royal  household. 

To  these  therefore  was  paid  the  first  of  the  three  portions 
aforesaid,  to  each  according  to  their  respective  dignities  and 
peculiar  services ;  the  second  to  the  operatives,  whom  he  had 
collected  from  every  nation,  and  had  ahout  him  in  large  num- 
hers,  men  skilled  in  every  kind  of  construction ;  the  third 
portion  was  assigned  to  foreigners  who  came  to  him  out  of 
every  nation  far  and  near^  whether  they  asked  money  of  him 
or  not,  he  cheerfully  gave  to  each  with  wonderful  mimificence 
according  to  their  respective  merits,  according  to  what  is 
written :  "  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver." 

But  the  second  part  of  all  his  revenues,  which  came  yearly 
into  his  possession,  and  was  included  in  the  receipts  of  the 
exchequer,  as  we  mentioned  a  little  before,  he,  with  ready  de- 
votion, gave  to  God,  ordering  his  ministers  to  divide  it  care- 
fully into  four  parts,  on  the  condition  that  the  first  part  should 
be  discreetly  bestowed  on  the  poor  of  every  nation  who  came  / 
to  him ;  and  on  this  subject  he  said  that,  as  far  as  human 
discretion  could  guarantee,  the  remark  of  pope  St.  Gregory 
should  be  followed :  '*  Give  not  much  to  whom  you  should 
give  little,  nor  little  to  whom  much,  nor  something  to  whom 
nothing,  nor  nothing  to  whom  something."  The  second  of 
the  four  portions  was  given  to  the  two  monasteries  which  he  \/ 
had  built,  and  to  those  who  therein  had  dedicated  themselves 
to  God's  service,  as  we  have  mentioned  above.  The  third 
portion  was  assigned  to  the  school,  which  he  had  studiously  v 
collected  together,  consisting  of  many  of  the  nobility  of  his 
own  nation.  The  fourth  portion  was  for  the  use  of  all 
the  neighbouring  monasteries  in  all  Saxony  and  Mercia,  and 
also  during  some  years,  in  turn,  to  the  churches  and  servants 
of  God  dwelling  in  Britain  [Wales],  Cornwall,  Gaul,  Ar- 
morica,  Northumbria,  and  sometimes  also  in  Ireland ;  accord- 
ing to  his  means,  he  either  distributed  to  them  beforehand,  or 
fterwards,  if  life  and  success  should  not  fail  him. 
AVhen  the  king  had  arranged  these  matters,  he  remem- 
bered that  sentence  of  divine  scripture,  **  Whosoever  will 
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give  alms,  ought  to  begin  from  himself,"  and  prudently  be« 
gan  to  reflect  what  he  could  offer  to  G^pd  from  the  service  of 
his  body  and  mind ;  for  he  proposed  Co  consecrate  to  God  no 
less  out  of  this  than  he  had  done  of  tluags  external  to  him« 
self.  Moreover,  he  promised,  as  &r  as  lus  infirmity  and  his 
means  would  allow,  to  give  up  to  God  the  half  of  his  ser^ 
vices,  bodily  and  mental,  by  night  and  by  day,  voluntarily, 
and  with  all  his  might;  but,  inasmuch  as  he  could  not 
equally  distinguish  the  lengths  of  the  hours  by  night,  on  ac- 
count of  the  darkness,  and  ofttimes  of  the  day,  on  account  of 
the  storms  and  clouds,  he  began  to  consider,  by  what  means 
and  without  any  difficulty,  relying  on  the  mercy  of  God,  he 
might  discharge  the  promised  tenor  of  his  vow  until  his 
death. 

After  long  reflection  on  these  things,  he  at  length,  by  a 
useful  and  shrewd  invention,  commanded  his  chaplains  to 
supply  wax  in  a  sufficient  quantity,  and  he  caused  it  to  be 
weighed  in  such  a  manner  that  when  there  was  so  much  of 
it  in  the  scales,  as  would  equal  the  weight  of  seventy-two 
pence,*  he  caused  the  chaplains  to  make  six  candles  thereof, 
each  of  equal  length,  so  that  each  candle  might  have  twelve 
divisions  t  marked  longitudinally  upon  it  By  this  plan, 
therefore,  those  six  canmes  burned  for  twenty-four  hours,  a 

y  night  and  day,  without  fail,  before  the  sacred  relics  of  many 
of  God's  elect,  which  always  accompanied  him  wherever  he 
went ;  but  sometimes  When  they  would  not  continue  burning 
a  whole  day  and  night,  till  the  same  hour  that  they  were 
lighted  the  preceding  evening,  from  the  violence  of  the  wind, 
which  blew  day  and  night  without  intermission  through  the 
doors  and  windows  of  the  churches,  the  fissures  of  the  divi- 
sions, the  plankings,  or  the  wall,  or  the  thin  canvass  of  the 
tents,  they  then  unavoidably  burned  out  and  finished  their 
course  before  the  appointed  time ;  the  king  therefore  consi- 
dered by  what  means  he  might  i^ut  out  the  wind,  and  so  by 

V  a  useful  and  cunning  invention,  he  ordered  a  lantern  to  be 
beautifully  constructed  of  wood  and  white  ox-horn,  which, 
when  skilfully  planed  till  it  is  thin,  is  no  less  transparent 
than  a  vessel  of  glass.  This  lantern,  therefore,  was  wonder- 
fullr  made  of  wood  and  horn,  as  we  before  said,  and  by 
nigat  a  candle  was  put  into  it,  which  shone  as  brightly  with- 
out as  wxthiA,  and  was  not  extinguished  by  the  wind ;  for  tb^ 
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opening  of  the  lantern  was  also  closed  up,  according  to  the 
king's  command,  by  a  door  made  of  horn. 

By  this  contrivance,  then,  six  candles,  lighted  in  succesaion, 
lasted  four  and  twenty  hours,  neither  more  nor  less,  and, 
when  these  were  extinguished,  others  were  lighted. 

When  all  these  things  were  properly  arranged,  the  king, 
eager  to  give  up  to  God  the  half  of  his  daily  service,  as  he 
had  vowed,  and  more  also,  if  his  ability  on  the  one  hand, 
and  his  malady  on  the  other,  would  allow  him,  showed 
himself  a  minute  investigator  of  the  truth  in  all  his  judg- 
ments, and  this  especially  for  the  sake  of  the  poor,  to  whose 
interest,  day  and  night,  among  other  duties  of  this  life,  he 
ever  was  wonderfully  attentive.  For  in  the  whole  kingdom 
the  poor,  besides  hun,  had  few  or  no  protectors ;  for  aU  the 
powerful  and  noble  of  that  country  had  turned  their  thoughts  t 

rather  to  secular  than  to  heavenly  things:  each  was  more  '*' 

bent  on  secular  matters,  to  his  own  profit,  than  on  the  public  J 

good.  ^ 

He  strove  also,  in  his  ovm  ludgments,  for  the  benefit  of  J 

both  the  noble  and  the  ignoble,  who  often  perversely  quar-  ^ 

relied  at  the  meetings  of  his  earls  and  officers,  so  that  r 

hardly  one  of  them  admitted  the  justice  of  what  had  been  u 

decided  by  the  earls  and  prefects,  and  in  consequence  of 
this  pertinacious  and  obstinate  dissension,  all  desired  to 
haye  the  judgment  of  the  king,  and  both  sides  sought  at 
once  to  gratify  their  desire.  But  if  any  one  was  conscious 
of  injustice  on  his  side  in  the   suit,  Uiough  by  law  and  ! 

agreement  he  was  compelled,  however  reluctant,  to  go  before 
the  king,  yet  vnth  his  own  good  vnll  he  never  would  consent  I 

to  go.  For  he  knew,  that  in  the  king's  presence  no  part 
of  his  wrong  would  be  hidden ;  and  no  wonder,  for  the  king 
was  a  most  acute  investigator  in  passing  sentence,  as  he  was 
in  all  other  things.  He  inquired  into  almost  all  the  judgments  v 
which  were  ^yen  in  his  own  absence,  throughout  all  his 
dominion,  whether  they  were  just  or  unjust.  If  he  perceived 
there  was  iniquity  in  those  judgments,  he  summoned  the 
judges,  either  through  his  own  agency,  or  through  others  of 
his  faithM  servants,  and  asked  Uiem  mildly,  why  they  had 
judged  so  unjustly ;  whether  through  ignorance  or  malevo- 
lence ;  i.  e.,  whether  for  the  love  or  fear  of  any  one,  or  hatred  of 
others ;  or  also  for  the  de&ire  of  money.  At  length,  if  the 
judges  acknowledged  they  had  given  judgment  because  tliey 
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Dew  no  better,  he  discreetlj  and  moderately  reproved  tLeil 
lexperience  and  folly  in  Buch  teima  as  these :  "  I  wonder 
nilj  at  your  insolence,  that,  whereas  by  God's  favonr  and  _ 
line,  yon  have  occupied  the  rank  and  office  of  the  wise, 
ou.  have  neglected  the  studies  and  labours  of  the  wise, 
^ther,  therefore,  at  once  ^ve  up  the  discharge  of  the  tem- 
ond  duties  which  you  hold,  or  endeavour  more  zealously 
)  study  the  lessons  of  wisdom.  Such  are  my  commands." 
it  these  words  the  earls  and  prefects  would  tremble 
ud  endeavour  to  torn  all  their  thoughts  to  the  study  of 
jstice,  so  tliat,  wonderful  to  say,  almost  all  his  earb,  pre- 
sets, and  officers,  though  unlearned  from  their  cradles,  were 
edulonsly  bent  upon  acquiring  learning,  choosing  rather  la- 
otionslj  to  Bcqnire  the  knowledge  of  a  new  discipline  than 
3  resign  their  functions ;  but  if  any  one  of  them  from  old 
ge  or  slowness  of  talent  was  unable  to  make  progress  in 
beral  studies,  he  commanded  his  son,  if  he  had  one,  or 
ne  of  his  kinsmen,  or,  if  there  was  no  other  peraon  to  be 
ad,  his  own  freedman  or  servant,  whom  he  had  some  tdme 
efoie  advaitced  to  the  office  of  reading,  to  recite  Saxon 
ooks  before  him  night  and  day,  whenever  he  bad  any  lei- 
iire,  and  -4hey  lamented  with  deep  sighs,  in  their  inmost 
earts,  that  in  their  youth  they  had  never  attended  to  such 
tudies^  and  they  blessed  the  young  men  of  our  days,  who 
appily  could  be  instructed  in  the  liberal,  arts,  whilst  they 
secrated  their  own  lot,  that  they  had  not  learned  these 
lin^  in  their  youth,  and  now,  when  they  are  old,  though 
rishu^;  to  leam  them,  they  are  unable.  But  this  skill  of 
onng  and  old  in  acquiring  letters,  we  have  explained  to 
!ie  Imowledge  of  the  aforesaid  king.* 

■  Some  of  the  MSS.  iccord,  in  a  doI«  or  appendix  writlem  bj  a  later 
uid,  tbat  kin^  Alfred  died  on  the  S6th  of  October,  i.d.  900,  in  the  thir- 
eth  of  hie  ra^.  *■  The  differait  dstea  uvgned  to  the  denth  of  AUted," 
ijsSii  FcBQcii  PBli;TsTe,''afi'ordanngiiUr  proof  of  ths  uncertainty  arii- 
ig  from  TarioDi  model  of  compatatian.  The  Saxon  Chronicle  and  Flo- 
unce of  Woiceatar  agree  in  placing  the  OTent  in  901.  The  fim  'sx  nights 
ifore  All  Saifita;'  the  lost,  with  more  predaoi^ '  Indictione  auaita,  et 

_-_   ._   g  Q^^  jj^^_,     ^^QQ  gf  Durtiam,  in  S89,  and  the  Saxon 

B,in  900.    The  oonnnranta  of  Florence  of 
it  Dsrtaintj,  and  the  date  of  CO  1  has 
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BOOK  I. 

CHAr.  I. — Th§  §piiile  dedicatory  to  Robert  earl  0/  Gloficester* 

Whilst  occupied  on  manj  and  yarious  studies,  I  happened 
to  light  upon  the  History  of  the  Kings  of  Britain,  and 
wondered  that  in  the  account  which  Gildas  and  Bede,  in 
their  elegant  treatises,  had  given  of  them,  I  found  nothingh 
said  of  those  kings  who  lived  here  before  the  Incarnation  off 
Christ,  nor  of  Arthur,  and  many  others  who  succeeded  aflen  1 
the  Incarnation ;  though  their  actions  both  deserved  immortal 
fame,  and  were  also  celebrated  by  many  people  in  a  pleasant 
manner  and  by  heart,  aii  if  they  had  been  written.  Whilst 
I  was  intent  upon  these  and  such  like  thoughts,  Walter, 
archdeacon  of  Oxford,  f  a  man  of  great  eloquence,  and 
learned  in  foreign  histories,  offered  me  a  very  ancient  book 
in  the  British  tongue,  which,  in  a  continued  regular  story 
and  el^ant  style,  related  the  actions  of  them  all,  from 
Brutus  the  first  king  of  the  Britons,  down  to  Cadwallader 
the  son  orXJadwallo.  At  his  request,  therefore,  though  I 
had  not  made  fine  language  my  study,  by  collecting  florid 
expressions  from  other  authors,  yet  contented  with  my  own 
homely  style,  I  undertook  the  translation  of  that  book  into 
Latin.    For  if  I  had  swelled  the  pages  with  rhetorical 

*  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucester  was  the  natural  eon  of  king  Henry  I.  by 
whoae  oommaad  he  fwore  fealty  to  the  empien  Matilda,  daujchter  of  th^ 
monarch.  To  prore  his  fidelity,  he  rebelled  against  king  Stephen,  and 
mahkly  contributed  to  the  succesi  of  Henry  son  of  the  emprees,  aflerwards 

Heonrll. 

f  Thoo^t  to  be  Walter  Mapes  the  poet,  author  of  sereral  ludicronf 

tnd  iKtin^  oompoeitlona. 
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floiuiiibes,  I  must  have  tired  m^  readers,  bj  employiDg  tfaeir 
attention  more  upon  my  words  th&n  upon  the  historj.  To 
fou,  therefore,  Bobert  earl  of  Gloucester,  this  work  humbi; 
sues  for  the  favour  of  being  so  corrected  bj  your  advice,  that 
it  may  not  be  thought  to  be  the  poor  offspring  of  Gtoffivy  of 
Monmouth,  but  when  polished  by  your  refined  wit  and 
judgment,  the  production  of  him  who  Imd  Henty  the  glorious 
king  of  England  for  his  father,  and  whom  we  see  an 
accomplished  scholar  and  philosophar,  as  weU  as  a  brave 
soldier  and  expert  commander ;  so  that  Britain  with  joy 
acknowledges,  that  in  you  she  possesses  another  Henry, 

Chip.  XI. — VttJtrttinAa&ilanlt  qf  Brilaiii. 
BBrT.uii,  the  best  of  islands,  is  ntnated  in  the  Western  * 
Ocean,  between  France  and  Ireland,  being  ^ht  hundred 
miles  long,  and  two  hundred  broad.  It  produces  every 
thing  that  is  useful  to  man,  with  a  plenty  that  never  fails. 
I^t  abounds  with  all  kinds  of  metal,  and  has  plains  of  large 
extent,  and  hills  £t  for  the  finest  tillage,  the  richness  of 
whose  soil  affords  variety  of  fhiits  in  th^  proper  seasons. 
I  It  has  also  forests  well  stored  with  all  kinds  of  wild  beasts  ; 
in  its  lawns  cattle  find  good  change  of  pasture,  and  bees 
variety  of  flowers  for  honey.  Under  its  lofly  mountains  lie 
green  meadows  pleasantly  situated,  in  which  the  gentle 
murmurs  of  crystal  springs  gliding  along  clear  channels, 
give  those  that  pass  an  agreeable  invitation  to  lie  down  uu 
their  banks  and  slumber.  It  is  likewise  well  watered  wiih 
lakes  and  rivers  abounding  with  fish ;  and  besides  thtt 
narrow  sea  which  is  on  the  Southern  coast  towards  France^ 
there  are  three  noble  rivers,  stretching  oat  like  three  arms, 
namely,  the  Thames,  the  Severn,  and  the  Humber ;  by 
which  foreign  commodities  from  all  countries  are  brought 
into  it.  It  was  formerly  adorned  with  eight  and  twenty  . 
cities,"  of  which  some  are  in  ruins  and  desolate,  others 
are  still  standing,  beautified  with  lofty  church-towers, 
whermn  religious  worship  is  performed  according  to  the 
Christian  institution.  It  is  lastly  inhabited  by  five  different 
nations,  the  Britons,  Bomans,  Saxons,  I^cts,  and   Scota  t 

*  The  namcsot  ,liirtj-tbrM  ciUcs  trill  b«  finmd  in  HcMiiMf^  HWMf  «l 
the  Brito^  I  T. 
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whereof  the  Britons  before  the  rest  did  foimerlj  possess  ^^ 
the  whole  island  from  sea  to  sea,  till  divine  vengeance, 
punishing  them  for  their  pride,  made  them  give  way  t<^ 
the  Ficts  and  Saxons.  But  in  what  manner,  and  from 
whence^  thej  furst  arrived  here,  remains  now  to  be  related 
in  what  follows.* 

Chap.  III. — Brulw,  being  batUahed  afltr  the  kUiing  qf  hie  pareniSf 

goee  m<o  Greece* 

Ams  the  Trojan  war,  JSneas,  flying  with  Ascanius  from 
the  destruction  of  their  city,  sailed  to  Italy.  There  he  was 
honourably  reodved  by  king  Latinus,  which  raised  against 
him  the  envy  of  Tumus,  king  of  the  Butuli,  who  thereupon 
made  war  against  him.  Upon  their  engaging  in  battle, 
JEneas  got  the  victory,  and  having  killed  Tumus,  obtained 
the  kingdom  of  Italy,  and  with  it  Lavinia  the  daughter  of 
Latinus.  After  his  death,  Ascanius,  succeeding  in  the 
kingdom,  built  Alba  upon  the  Tiber,  and  b^at  a  son  named 
Sylvius,  who,  in  pursuit  of  a  private  amour,  took  to  wife  a 
niece  of  Lavinia.  The  damsel  soon  after  conceived,  and  the 
ficither  Ascanius,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  it,  commanded 
his  magicians  to  consult  of  what  sex  tiie  child  should  be. 
When  they  had  satisfied  themselves  in  the  matter,  they  told  \  > 
him  she  would  give  birth  to  a  boy,  who  would  kill  his  father  , 
and  mother,  and  after  travelling  over  many  countries  in 
banishment,  would  at  last  arrive  at  the  highest  pitch  of, 
glory.  Nor  were  they  mistaken  in  their  prediction ;  for  at 
ihe  proper  lime  the  woman  brought  forth  a  son,  and  died  of 
his  birth ;  but  the  child  was  delivered  to  a  nurse  and  called 
Brutus. 

At  length,  after  fifteen  years  were  expired,  the  youth 
accompanied  his  father  in  hunting,  and  killed  him  un- 
designedly by  the  shot  of  an  arrow.  For,  as  the  servants 
were  driving  up  the  deer  towards  them,  Brutus,  in  shooting' 
at  them,  smote  his  father  under  the  breast.  Upon  his  death, 
he  was  expelled  from  Italy,  his  kinsmen  being  enraged  at 
him  for  so  hdnous  a  deed.  Thus  banished  he  went  into 
Greece^  where  he  found  the  posterity  of  Helenus,  son  of 

*  Thif  lirief  deMription  of  Britab  is  taken  almost  word  for  woi'd  from 
*he  more  vutbeoticluftorians,  Bede«  Orotiui^  &c. 
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'riamus,  kept  in  slaTer7  bj  Fandrasua,  king  of  the  Greeka. 
'or,  after  the  deetractioa  of  Troy,  Pyrrhus,  the  wn  of 
Lchilles,  had  brought  hither  in  cbaina  Uelenus  and  manj 
thers  i  and  to  revenge  on  them  the  death  of  his  father,  had 
iven  command  that  they  should  be  held  in  captirity. 
Irutua,  finding  they  were  by  descent  his  old  oountrymen, 
x>k  up  his  abode  among  them,  and  began  to  distinguish 
imself  by  his  conduct  and  bravery  in  war,  so  as  to  gun  the 
Section  of  kings  and  commanders,  and  above  all  the  young 
len  of  the  country.  For  be  was  esteemed  a  person  of 
reat  capacity  both  in  council  and  war,  and  signalized  bis 
enerosity  to  his  soldiers,  by  bestowing  among  tbem  all  the 
loney  and  spoil  be  goL  His  fame,  therefore,  spreading  ovw 
U  countries,  the  IVojans  from  all  parts  began  to  flock  to 
im,  desiring  under  liia  command  to  be  freed  from  subjection 
» the  Greeks ;  which  they  assured  him  might  easily  be  dont^ 
msidering  how  much  their  number  was  now  increased  in 
le  country,  being  seven  thousand  strong,  besides  women 
nd  children.  There  was  likewise  then  in  Greece  a  noble 
DUtb  named  Assaracus,  a  favourer  of  their  cause.  For  ho 
as  descended  on  his  mother's  side  from  the  Trojans,  and 
laced  great  confidence  in  them,  that  he  might  be  able  by 
icir  asMstance  to  oppose  the  designs  of  the  Greeks.  For 
is  brother  had  a  quarrel  with  him  for  attempting  to  deprive 
im  of  three  castles  which  his  father  had  given  him  at  his 
wth,  on  account  of  his  b^g  only  the  eon  of  a  concubine  ; 
lit  as  the  brother  was  a  Greek,  both  by  bis  father's  and 
other's  side,  he  had  prevuled  with  the  king  and  the  rest  of 
le  Greeks  to  espouse  his  cause.  Brutus,  having  taken  « 
iew  of  the  number  of  bis  men,  and  seen  bow  Assaracu^s 
iBtlcs  lay  open  to  him,  complied  with  their  request.* 

CUAV.  lV.—Bniliu't  Ulttr  to  PandTona. 
EiNO,  therefore^  chosen  their  commander,  he  assembled  the 
rojans  from  sU  parts,  and  fortified  the  towns  belonging  to 
ssaracus.     But  he  bimpBlF^  with  Assaracus  and  the  wholo 

*  It  ii  nnnecoBu?  to  ramiod  tbe  duncal  nader  that  the  tuttorian*  of 
wen  and  Italy  maks  no  mcntum  of  Brutus  and  hii  adientuna.  Th* 
inutenea  of  detail,  lo  ranarkaUe  in  the  whole  ■tor;',  as  i«tirt«d  hf 
nSnj,  ii  aa  obTioo*  otqeotion  lo  ito  authenticity. 
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body  of  men  and  women  that  adhered  to  him,  retired  to  the 
woods  and  hills^  and  then  sent  a  letter  to  the  king  in  these 
words: — 

^Brutus,  general  of  the  remainder  of  the  Trojans,  to 
Pandrasas,  king  of  the  Greeks,  sends  greeting.  As  it  was 
beneath  the  dignity  of  a  nation  descended  from  the  illus- 
trious race  of  Dardanus,  to  be  treated  in  your  kingdom 
otherwise  than  the  nobility  of  their  birth  required,  they 
have  betaken  themselves  to  the  protection  of  the  woods. 
For  they  have  preferred  living  aiter  the  manner  of  wild 
beasts,  upon  flesh  and  herbs,  with  the  enjoyment  of  liberty, 
to  continuing  longer  in  the  greatest  luxury  under  the  yoke 
of  slavery.  If  this  gives  your  majesty  any  offence,  impute 
it  not  to  them,  but  pardon  it ;  since  it  is  the  common  senti- 
ment of  every  captive,  to  be  desirous  of  regaining  his  former 
dignity.  Let  pity  therefore  move  you  to  bestow  on  them 
freely  their  lost  liberty,  and  permit  them  to  inhabit  the 
thickest  of  the  woods,  to  which  they  have  retired  to  avoid 
slavery.  But  if  you  deny  them  this  favour,  then  by  your 
permission  and  assistance  let  them  depart  into  some  foreign 
country." 

Chap.  V, — Bmtut  falling  upon  the  forces  of  Pandragvt  by  surprise^ 
rotUt  themf  and  takes  Antigomus,  the  brother  of  Pandrasus,  with 
Anaeletus,  prisoner, 

Pandrasus,  perceiving  the  purport  of  the  letter,  was  be- 
yond measure  surprised  at  the  boldness  of  such  a  message 
from  those  whom  he  had  kept  in  slavery ;  and  having  called 
a  council  of  his  nobles,  he  determined  to  raise  an  army  in 
order  to  pursue  them.  But  while  he  was  upon  his  march  to 
the  deserts,  where  he  thought  they  were,  and  to  the  town  of 
Sparatinum,  Brutus  made  a  sally  with  three  thousand  men, 
and  fell  upon  him  unawares.  For  having  intelligence  of  his 
coming,  he  had  got  into  the  town  the  night  before,  with  a 
design  to  break  forth  upon  them  unexpectedly,  while  un« 
armed  and  marclung  without  order.  The  sally  being  made, 
Cae  Trojans  briskly  attack  them,  and  endeavour  to  make  a 
great  slaughter.  The  Greeks,  astonished,  immediately  give 
way  on  all  sides,  and  with  the  king  at  their  head,  hasten  to 
pass  the  river  Akalon,*  which  runs  near  the  place ;  but  in 
*  The  Acheloui,  or  perhaps  the  Acherom 
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passing  are  in  great  danger  from  the  rapidity  of  the  stream. 
Brutus  galls  them  in  their  flight,  and  kills  some  of  them  in 
the  stream,  and  some  upon  the  banks;  and  running  to  and 
fro,  rejoices  to  see  them  in  both  places  exposed  to  ruin. 
But  Antigonus,  the  brother  of  Pandrasus,  grieved  at  this 
sight,  rallied  his  scattered  troops,  and  made  a  quick  return 

•  upon  the  furious  Trojans ;  for  he  rather  chose  to  die  making 
a  brave  resistance,  than  to  be  drowned  in  a  muddy  pool  in  a 

'  shameful  flight.  Thus  attended  with  a  close  body  of  men^. 
he  encouraged  them  to  stand  their  ground,  and  employed 
his  whole  force  against  the  enemy  with  great  vigour,  but  to 
little  or  no  purpose ;  for  the  Trojans  had  arms,  but  the  others 
none ;  and  from  this  advantage  they  were  more  eager  in  the 
pursuit,  and  made  a  miserable  slaughter ;  nor  did  they  give 
over  the  assault  till  they  had  made  nearly  a  total  destruc- 
tion, and  taken  Antigonus,  and  Anacletus  his  companion 
prisoners. 


Chap.  VI. — The  town  ofSparatinum  beneg^d  by  Pandraau. 

Brutus,  after  the  victory,  reinforced  the  town  with  six  hun- 
dred men,  and  then  retired  to  the  woods,  where  the  Trojan 
people  were  expecting  his  protection.  In  the  meantime 
Pandrasus,  grieving  at  his  own  flight  and  his  brother's 
captivity,  endeavoured  that  night  to  re-assemble  his  broken 
forces,  and  the  next  morning  went  with  a  body  of  his  people 
which  he  had  got  together,  to  besiege  the  town,  into  which 
he  supposed  Brutus  had  put  himself  with  Antigonus  and  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners  that  he  had  taken.  As  soon  as  he  was 
arrived  at  the  walls,  and  had  viewed  the  situation  of  the 
castle,  he  divided  his  army  into  several  bodies,  and  placed 
them  round  it  in  different  stations.  One  party  was  charged 
not  to  suffer  any  of  the  besieged  to  go  out ;  another  to  turn 
the  courses  of  the  rivers ;  and  a  third  to  beat  down  the  walls 
with  battering  rams  and  other  engines.  In  obedience  to 
those  commands,  they  laboured  with  their  utmost  force  to 
distress  the  besieged ;  and  night  coming  on,  made  choice  of 
their  bravest  men  to  defend  their  camp  and  tents  from  the 
incursions  of  the  enemy,  while  the  rest,  who  were  fatigued 
with  labouTi  refreshed  themselves  with  sleep. 
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Chap.  VII.— 7^  betUffed  Mk  atiUtanee  qfBruhu, 

But  the  besieged,  standing  on  the  top  of  the  walls,  were  no 
less  vigorous  to  repel  the  force  of  the  enemies'  engines,  and 
assault  them  with  their  own,  and  cast  forth  darts  and  fire- 
brands with  a  unanimous  resolution  to  make  a  valiant  de- 
fence. And  when  a  breach  was  made  through  the  wall, 
they  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire,  by  throwing  upon  them 
fire  and  scalding  water.  But  being  distressed  through 
scarcity  of  provision  and  daily  labour,  they  sent  an  urgent 
message  to  Brutus,  to  hasten  to  their  assistance,  for  they 
were  afraid  they  might  be  so  weakened  as  to  be  obliged  to 
quit  the  town.  Brutus,  though  desirous  of  relieving  them, 
was  under  great  perplexity,  as  he  had  not  men  enough  to 
stand  a  pitched  battle,  and  therefore  made  use  of  a  strata- 
gem, by  which  he  proposed  to  enter  the  enemies*  camp  by 
night,  and  having  deceived  their  watch  to  kill  them  in  their 
sleep.  But  because  he  knew  this  was  impracticable  without 
the  concurrence  and  assistance  of  some  Greeks,  he  called  to 
him  Anadetus,  the  companion  of  Antigonus,  and  with  a 
drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  spake  to  him  after  tlds  manner  : — 
*'  Noble  youth  I  your  own  and  Antigonus's  life  is  now  at 
an  end,  unless  you  will  faithfully  peHbrm  what  I  command 
you.  This  night  I  design  to  invade  the  camp  of  the  Greeks, 
and  fall  upon  them  unawares,  but  am  afraid  of  being  hin- 
dered in  the  attempt  if  the  watch  should  discover  the  strata- 
gem. Since  it  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  have  them 
killed  first,  I  desire  to  make  use  of  you  to  deceive  them,  that 
I  may  have  the  easier  access  to  the  rest.  Do  you  therefore 
manage  this  affair  cunningly.  At  the  second  hour  of  the 
night  go  to  the  watch,  and  with  fair  speeches  tell  them  that 
you  have  brought  away  Antigonus  from  prison,  and  that  he 
is  come  to  the  bottom  of  the  woods,  where  he  lies  hid  among 
the  shrubs,  and  cannot  get  any  farther,  by  reason  of  the 
fetters  with  which  you  shall  pretend  that  he  is  bound. 
Then  you  shall  conduct  them,  as  if  it  were  to  deliver  him, 
to  the  end  of  the  wood,  where  I  will  attend  with  a  band  of 
men  ready  to  kill  them." 
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•.  yill—Atiadttat,  in  fear  tfiUaih,  bttraft  Iht  arwfi^an  Oretit. 
lCleths,  seeing  the  aword  threatening  him  with  itnme- 
i  death  while  these  words  were  being  pronouDced,  wu 
errified  as  to  promise  upon  oath,  that  on  condition  he 

Antigonus  should  have  longer  life  granted  them,  he 
Id  execute  his  command.  Accordingly,  the  agreement 
g  confirmed,  at  the  second  hour  of  the  night  he  directs 
nhj  towards  the  Grecian  camp,  and  when  he  was  come 

to  it,  the  watch,  who  were  then  narrowly  examining  all 
places  where  any  one  could  hide,  ran  out  from  all  ports 
leet  him,  and  demanded  the  occasion  of  hia  coming,  and 
ther  it  was  not  to  betray  the  army.  He,  with' a  show  uf 
t  joy,  made  the  following  answer  : — "  I  come  not  to  be- 

my  countiy,  but  having  made  my  escape  from  the  prison 
iie  Trojans,  I  fly  thither  to  desire  you  would  go  with  me 
Jitigonos,  whom  I  have  delivered  from  Brutus's  chains. 

being  not  able  to  come  with  me  for  the  weight  of  his 
rs,  I  have  a  little  while  ago  caused  him  to  lie  hid  among 
shrubs  at  the  end  of  the  wood,  till  I  could  meet  with 
)  one  whom  I  might  conduct  to  his  assistance."    While 

were  in  suspense  about  the  truth  of  this  story,  there 
}  one  who  knew  him,  and  after  he  had  saluted  Mm,  told 
I  who  he  was ;  bo  that  now,  without  any  hesitation,  they 
kly  called  their  absent  companions,  and  followed  him  to 
irood  where  he  had  told  them  Antigonus  lay  hid.  Bui 
ngth,  as  they  were  going  among  the  shrubs,  Brutus  wilh 
armed  bands  springs  forth,  and  falls  upon  them,  while 
It  the  greatest  astonishment,  with  a  most  cruel  slaughter, 
n  thence  he  marches  directly  to  the  siege,  and  divides 
men  into  three  bandf^  assigning  to  each  of  then  a  dif- 
)t  part  of  the  camp,  and  telling  them  to  advance  dis- 
tly,  and  without  noise;  and  when  entered,  not  to  kill 
body  till  he  with  his  company  should  be  possessed  of 
dug's  tent,  and  should  cause  the  trumpet  to  sound  for  a 
il. 

Cair.  IX.— TV  (oMv  ^Pandrana. 
EN  he  had  given  them  these  instructioni^  they  forthwith 
y  entered  the  camp  in  silenc^  and  taking  th^  appointed 
oos,  awaited  the  promised  ngnal,  whieh  Brutna  lelv^ 
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not  to  give  as  soon  as  he  had  got  before  the  tent  of  Pan- 
drasufl^  to  assault  which  was  the  thing  he  most  desired.  At 
hearing  the  ffignal,  they  forthwith  draw  their  swords^  enter 
in  among  the  men  in  dieir  sleep,  make  quick  destruction  of 
them,  and  allowing  no  quarter,  in  this  manner  traverse  the 
whole  camp.  The  rest,  awaked  at  the  groans  of  the  dying, 
and  sedng  their  assailants,  were  like  sheep  seized  with  a 
sudden  fear;  for  they  despaired  of  life,  since  they  had 
neither  time  to  take  arms,  nor  to  escape  by  flight.  They  \ 
run  up  and  down  without  arms  among  the  arm^  whither-  ] 
soever  the  fury  of  the  assault  hurries  them,  but  are  on  all  ^ 
sides  cut  down  by  the  enemy  rushing  in.  Some  that  might 
have  escaped,  were  in  the  eagerness  of  flight  dashed  against 
rocks,  trees,  or  shmbs,  and  increased  the  misery  of  their 
death.  Others,  that  had  only  a  shield,  or  some  such  cover- 
ing for  their  defence,  in  venturing  upon  the  same  rocks  to 
avoid  death,  fell  down  in  the  hurry  and  darkness  of  the 
night,  and  broke  either  l^s  or  arms.  Others,  that  escaped 
both  these  disasters,  but  £d  not  know  whither  to  fly,  were 
drowned  in  the  adjacent  rivers ;  and  scarcely  one  got  away 
without  some  unhappy  accident  be&lling  him.  Besides,  the 
garrison  in  the  town,  upon  notice  of  the  coming  of  their 
felkw  soldiersy  sallied  forth,  and  redoubled  the  slaughter. 


Chap.  X.— J  comtuUatum  about  what  Utobe  askgd  of  the  captive  king. 

Bttt  Brutus,  as  I  said  before,  having  possessed  himself  of 
the  king's  tent,  made  it  his  business  to  keep  him  a  safe  pri- 
soner ;  for  he  knew  he  could  more  easily  attain  his  ends  by 
preserving  his  life  than  by  killing  him ;  but  the  party  that 
was  with  him,  allowing  no  quarter,  made  an  utter  destruc- 
tion in  that  part  which  they  had  gained.  The  night  being 
spent  in  this  manner,  when  the  next  morning  discovered  to 
their  view  so  great  an  overthrow  of  the  enemy,  Brutus,  in 
transports  of  joy,  gave  full  liberty  to  his  men  to  do  what 
they  pleased  with  the  plunder,  and  then  entered  the  town 
with  the  king,  to  stay  there  till  they  had  shared  it  among 
them ;  which  done,  he  again  fortified  the  castle,  gave  orders 
for  burying  the  slain,  and  retired  with  his  forces  to  the 
woods  in  great  joy  for  the* victory.  After  the  rejoicings  ol 
his  people  on  this  occasion,  their  renowned  general  sum- 
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moned  the  oldest  of  them  and  asked  their  advice,  what  he 
had  hest  desire  of  Pandrasas,  who,  being  now  in  their 
power,  would  readilj  grant  whatever  thej  would  request  of 
him,  in  CMrder  to  r^ain  his  liberty.  They,  according  to 
their  different  fancies^  desired  different  things ;  some  urged 
him  to  request  that  a  certain  part  of  the  kingdom  might  be 
<}ii  assigned  them  for  their  habitation ;  others  that  he  would 

I J  demand  leave  to  depart,  and  to  be  supplied  with  necessaries 

for  their  voyage.  After  they  had  been  a  long  time  in 
suspense  what  to  do,  one  of  them,  named  Mempricius,  rose 
up,  and  having  made  silence,  spoke  to  them  thus : — 

*'  What  can  be  the  occasion  of  your  suspense,  fathers,  in  a 
matter  which  I  think  so  much  concerns  your  safety  ?  The 
only  thing  you  can  request,  with  any  prospect  of  a  firm 
peace  and  security  to  yourselves  and  your  posterity,  is 
liberty  to  depart  For  if  you  make  no  better  terms  with 
Pandrasus  for  his  life  than  only  to  have  some  part  of  the 
country  assigned  you  to  live  among  the  Greeks,  you  will 
never  enjoy  a  lasting  peace  while  the  brothers,  sons,  or 
^  '  grandsons  of  those  whom  you  killed  yesterday  shall  continue 

to  be  your  neighbours.     So  long  as  the  memory  of  their 
fathers'  deaths  shall  remain,  they  will  be  your  mortal  ene- 
mies, and  upon  the  least  trifling  provocation  will  endeavour 
to  revenge  ^emselves.     Nor  will  you  be  sufficiently  nume- 
rous to  withstand  so  great  a  multitude  of  people.     And  if 
f  you  shall  happen  to  fall  out  among  yourselves,  their  number 
I  will  daily  increase,  yours  diminish.     I  propose,  therefore, 
Vthat  you  request  of  him  his  eldest  daughter,  Ignoge,  for  a 
jwife  for  our  general,  and  with  her,  gold,  silver,  com,  and 
whatever  else  shall  be  necessary  for  our  voyage.     If  we 
obtain  this>  we  may  with  his  leave  remove  to  some  other 
country," 


■ 
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)  Cbap.  'Xl.'-^Pandrtuut  givei  hU  daughter  Ignoge  in  marriage  to  Brutus^ 
who,  after  hie  departure  from  Greece,  faU»  upon  a  deter t  island,  where 
he  it  told  bg  the  oracle  nf  Diana  what  place  he  it  to  inhabit. 

When  he  had  ended  his  speech,  in  words  to  this  effect,  the 
whole  assembly  acquiesced  in  his  advice,  and  moved  that 
Pandrasus  might  be  brought  in  among  them,  and  condemned 
to  a  most  cruel  death  imless  he  would  grant  this  request 
He  was  immedialely  brought  in,  and  being  placed  in  a  chair 


cti.tf.I 


DK^ARttm^  O^  BfiUTtS  fUOM  GttBSCB. 


99 


above  the  rest,  and  informed  of  tlie  tortures  prepared  ^r 
him  unless  he  wonld  do  what  was  commanded  him,  he  made 
them  this  answer:— 

*'  Since  my  ill  fate  has  deliyered  me  and  my  brother  Anti- 
gonus  into  jour  hands,  I  can  do  no  other  than  grant  jout 
request^  lest  a  ref\isal  may  cost  ns  our  lives,  which  are  now 
entirdj  in  your  power.  In  my  opinion  life  is  preferable  to 
all  oihar  considerations;  therefore,  wonder  not  that  I  am 
willing  to  redeem  it  at  so  great  a  price.  But  though  it  is 
against  my  inclination  that  I  obey  your  commands,  yet  it 
seems  matter  of  oomfOTt  to  me  that  I  am  to  give  my  daugh- 
ter to  so  noble  a  youth,  whose  descent  from  the  illustrious 
race  of  Friamus  and  Anchises  is  dear,  both  from  that  great- 
ness of  mind  which  appears  in  him,  and  the  certain  accounts 
we  have  had  of  it.  For  who  less  than  he  could  have  re- 
leased from  their  chains  the  banished  Trojans,  when  reduced 
under  slavery  to  so  many  great  princes  ?  Who  else  could 
have  encouraged  them  to  make  he^  against  the  Greeks  ?  or 
with  so  small  a  body  of  men  vanquished  so  numerous  and 
powerful  an  army,  and  taken  their  king  prisoner  in  the 
engagement  ?  And,  therefore,  since  this  noble  youth  has 
gained  so  much  glory  by  the  opposition  which  he  has  made 
to  me,  I  give  him  my  daughter  Ignoge,  and  uI:K)  gold,  silver, 
ships,  com,  wine,  and  oil,  and  whatever  you  shall  find  neces- 
sary for  your  voyage.  If  you  shall  alter  your  resolution, 
and  think  fit  to  continue  among  the  Greeks,  I  will  grant  you 
the  third  part  of  my  kingdom  for  your  habitation ;  if  not, 
I  will  faithfully  perform  my  promise,  and  for  your  greater 
security  will  stay  as  a  hostage  among  you  till  I  have  made 
it  good." 

Accordingly  he  held  a  council,  and  directed  messengers  to 
all  the  shores  of  Greece,  to  get  ships  together ;  which  done, 
he  delivered  them  to  the  Trojans,  to  the  number  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  laden  with  all  kinds  of  provision* 
and  married  his  daughter  to  Brutus.  He  made  also  a  pre^ 
sent  of  gold  and  silver  to  each  man  according  to  his  quality] 
When  everjTthing  was  performed  the  king  was  set  at  liberty  ^ 
and  the  Trojans,  now  released  from  his  power,  set  sail  with 
a  fair  wind.  But  Ignoge,  standing  upon  the  stem  of  the^ 
ship,  swooned  away  sevend  times  in  Brutus's  arms,  and  with, 
many  sighs  and  tears  lamented  the  leaving  her  parents  and 
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eountrj,  nor  ever  turned  her  eyes  from  tLe  bhore  while  it 
was  in  sight  Brutus,  meanwhile,  endeavoured  to  assuage 
her  grief  bj  kind  words  and  embraces  intermixed  with 
kisses,  and  ceased  not  from  these  blandishments  tiU  she 
grew  weary  of  crying  and  fell  asleep.  During  these  and 
other  accidents,  the  winds  continued  &ji  for  two  days  and  a 
night  together,  when  at  length  they  arrived  at  a  certain 
island  called  Leogecia,  which  had  been  formerly  wasted  by 
the  incursions  of  pirates,  and  was  then  uninhabited.  Bru- 
tus, not  knowing  this,  sent  three  hundred  armed  men  ashore 
to  see  who  inhabited  it;  but  they  finding  nobody,  killed 
several  kinds  of  wild  beasts  which  they  met  with  in  the 
groves  and  woods,  and  came  to  a  desolate  city,  in  which  they 
found  a  temple  of  Diana,  and  in  it  a  statue  of  that  goddess 
which  gave  answers  to  those  that  came  to  consult  her.  At 
last,  loading  themselves  with  the  prey  which  they  had  taken 
in  hunting,  they  return  to  their  ships,  and  give  their  com- 
panions an  account  of  this  country  and  city.  Then  they 
\^vised  their  leader  to  go  to  the  city,  and  after  offering 
\  sacrifices,  to  inquire  of  the  deity  of  the  place,  what  country 
Uivas  allotted  them  for  their  place  of  settlement  To  this 
proposal  all  assented ;  so  that  Brutus,  attended  with  Gerion, 
the  augur,  and  twelve  of  the  oldest  men,  set  forward  to  the 
temple,  with  all  things  necessary  for  the  sacrifice.  Being 
arrived  at  the  place,  and  presenting  themselves  before  the 
shrine  with  garlands  about  their  temples,  as  the  ancient 
rites  required,  they  made  three  fires  to  the  throe  deities, 
Jupiter,  Mercury,  and  Diana,  and  offered  sacrifices  to  each 
of  them.  Brutus  himself,  holding  before  the  altar  of  the 
goddess  a  consecrated  vessel  filled  with  wine,  and  the  blood 
of  a  white  hart,  with  his  face  looking  up  to  the  image,  broke 
silence  in  these  words : — 

''  Diva  potens  nemoram,  tenor  sjlTestribus  apiis ; 

Cui  licet  amfractus  ire  per  ethereoe, 
Infemasque  domos ;  terrntria  jura  resolve, 

Et  die  quas  terras  nos  habitare  velii  I 
Die  certain  sedem  qua  te  Tenerabor  in  STum, 

Qua  tibi  viigineis  templa  dicabo  choris ! " 

Godden  of  woods,  tremendous  in  the  chase 
To  motmtain  boars,  and  all  the  sarage  race  I 
Wide  o'er  the  ethereal  walks  extends  thj  tswmy^ 
4nd  o'er  the  in£mial  mansions  void  of  day ! 
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Look  upon  us  on  earth  !  unfold  our  fate, 
And  aaj  what  region  is  our  destmed  seat  ? 
Where  shall  we  next  thy  lasting  temples  raise  ? 
And  choin  of  virgins  celebrate  thy  praise  ? 

These  words  he  repeated  nine  times^  after  which  he  took' 
four  turns  round  the  dtar,  poured  the  wine  into  the  fire,  and 
then  laid  himself  down  upon  the  hart's  skin,  which  he  had 
spread  before  the  altar,  where  he  fell  asleep.  About  the 
third  hour  of  the  night,  the  usual  time  for  deep  sleep,  the 
goddess  seemed  to  present  herself  before  him,  and  foretell 
his  future  success  as  follows : — 

^  Brute  I  sub  occasum  soils  trans  Gallica  regna 

Insula  in  oceano  est  undique  clausa  mari : 
Insula  in  oceano  est  habitata  gigantibus  olim. 

Nunc  deserts  quidem,  gentibus  apta  tuis. 
Hanc  pete,  namque  tibi  sedes  erit  ilia  perennis: 

Sic  fiet  natis  alters  Troja  tuis. 
Sic  de  prole  tua  reges  nascentur :  et  ipsis 

Totius  terrae  subditus  orbis  erit." 

Brutus  !  there  lies  beyond  the  Gallic  bounds 

An  island  which  the  western  sea  surrounds,  \ 

By  giants  once  possessed ;  now  few  remam 

To  bar  thy  entrance,  or  obstruct  thy  reign. 

To  reach  that  happy  shore  thy  sails  employ ; 

There  £Eite  decrees  to  raise  ^n^e^nA  Tioyy 

An**  'omid  an  empu^  in  thy  mynl  Wm^ 

Wh)i^    imelhall  ne'er  destroy,  por  bouTid«|^ftnfinA. 

Awakened  by  the  vision,  he  was  for  some  time  in  doubt 
with  himself  whether  what  he  had  seen  was  a  dream  or  a  ' 
real  appearance  of  the  goddess  herself  foretelling  to  what  ^ 
land  he  should  go.  At  last  he  caUed  to  his  companions,  and 
related  to  them  in  order  the  vision  he  had  in  his  sleep,  at 
which  they  very  much  rejoiced,  and  were  Urgent  to  return 
to  their  ships,  and  while  the  wind  favoured  them,  to  hasten 
their  voyage  towards  the  west,  in  pursuit  of  what  the  god- 
dess had  promised.  Without  delay,  therefore,  they  returned 
to  their  company,  and  set  sail  again,  and  after  a  course  of 
thirty  days  came  to  Africa,  being  ignorant  as  yet  whither  to 
steer.  F^m  thence  they  came  to  the  Philenian  altars,  and 
to  a  place  called  Sali^^  and  sailed  between  Ruscicada  and 
the  mountains  of  Azara,*  where  they  underwent  great  dan- 

*  It  it  probsbly  impossible  to  discoTer  whether  these  munei  d^ioribe  e«* 
iltov  places,  or  are  piurely  the  invention  of  the  author 


,^-5 


j^ja|f/J>^ 


102 


GEOFFBET'i  BHITISH  HI8T0BT. 


[MWK& 


I 


I 


ger  from  pirates,  whom,  notwithstanding,  they  vanquiAheda 
and  enriched  themselves  with  their  spoils. 

Chap.  XII. — Brutus  enien  Aquitaine  wUh  Ckfrineus^ 

From  thence,  passing  the  river  Malaa,  they  arrived  at 
Mauritania,  where  at  last,  for  want  of  provisions,  the/ 
were  obliged  to  go  ashore;  and,  dividing  themselves  into 
several  bands,  thej  laid  waste  the  whole  country.  When 
they  had  well  stored  their  ships,  they  steered  to  the  Pillars 
pf  Hercules,  where  they  saw  some  of  those  sea  monsters, 
called  Syrens,  which  surrounded  their  ships,  and  very  nearly 
overturned  them.  However,  they  made  a  sbift  to  escape, 
and  came  to  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea,  upon  the  shores  of  which 
they  found  four  several  nations  descended  from  the  banished 
Trojans,  that  had  accompanied  Antenor*  in  his  flight  The 
name  of  their  commander  was  Corineus,  a  modest  man  in 
matters  of  council,  and  of  great  courage  and  boldness,  who, 
in  an  encounter  with  any  person,  even  of  gigantic  stature, 
would  immediately  overthrow  him,  as  if  he  were  a  child. 
When  they  understood  from  whom  he  was  descended,  they 
joined  company  with  him  and  those  under  his  government, 
who  from  the  name  of  their  leader  were  afterwards  called 
the  Cornish  people,  and  indeed  were  more  serviceable  to 
Brutus  than  the  rest  in  all  his  engagements.  From  thence 
they  came  to  Aquitaine,  and  entering  the  mouth  of  the 
Loire,  cast  anchor.  There  they  stayed  seven  days  and 
viewed  the  country.  Groffarius  Pictus,  who  was  king  of 
Aquitaine  at  that  time,  having  an  account  brought  him  of 
the  arrival  of  a  foreign  people  with  a  great  fleet  upon  his 
coasts,  sent  ambassadors  to  them  to  demand  whether  they 
brought  with  them  peace  or  war.  The  ambassadors,  on 
their  way  towards  the  fleet,  met  CoriQeus,  who  was  come 
out  with  two  hundred  men,  to  hunt  in  the  woods.  They 
demanded  of  him,  who  gave  him  leave  to  enter  the  king^ 
forests,  and  kill  his  game ;  (which  by  an  ancient  law  nobody 
was  allowed  to  do  without  leave  from  the  prince.)  Corineus 
answered,  that  as  for  that  matter  there  was  no  occasion  tor 
asking  leave;  upon  which  one  of  them,  named  Imbertus^ 
msbing  f<Mrward,  with  a  fuU  drawn  bow  levelled  a  shot  irt 
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Lim.     Corineiis  avoids  the  arrow  and  immediately  runs  up 

to  him,  and  with  his  bow  in  his  hand  breaks  his  head.     The 

rest  narrowly  escaped,  and  carried  the  news  of  this  disaster 

to  Groffarius.    The  Pictavian  general  was  struck  with  sorrow 

for  it,  and  immediately  raised  a  vast  army,  to  revenge  the 

death  of  his  ambassador.    Brutus,  on  the  other  hand,  upon 

hearing  the  rumour  of  his  coming,  sends  away  the  women 

and  cUldren  to  the  ships,  which  he  took  care  to  be  well 

guarded,  and  commands  them  to  stay  there,  while  h^  with 

the  rest  that  were  able  to  bear  arms,  should  go  to  meet  the 

army.    At  last  an  assault  being  made,  a  bloody  fight  ensued : 

in  which  after  a  great  part  of  the  day  had  been  spent,  Ck>ri- 

neus  was  asham^  to  see  the  Aquitanians  so  bravely  stand 

their  ground,  and  the  Trojans  maintaining  the  fight  without 

victory.     He  therefore  takes  fresh  courage,  and  drawing  off 

his  men  to  the  right  wing,  breaks  in  upon  the  very  thickest 

of  the  enemies,  where  he  made  such  slaughter  on  every  side, 

that  at  last  he  broke  the  line  and  put  them  all  to  flight.     In 

this  encounter  he  lost  his  sword,  but  by  good  fortune,  met 

with  a  battle-axe,  with  which  he  clave  down  to  the  waist 

eveixj>ne  that  stood  in  his  way.    iBnitus  and  every  bodjj 

else,  both  inehdis  and  enemies,  were  amazed  at  his  courage! 

and  strength,  for  he  brandished  about  his  battle-axe  among\ 

the  flying  troops,  and  terrified  them  not  a  little  with  these! 

insulting  words,  "  Whither  fly  ye,  cowards  ?  whither  fly  ye^ 

base  wretches  ?  stand  your  ground,  that  ye  may  encounter 

Corineus.     What !  for  shame  I  do  so  many  thousands  of  you 

fly  one  man  ?    However,  take  this  comfort  for  your  flight 

that  you  are  pursued  by  one,  before  whom  the  lyrrheniaQ 

giants  could  not  stand  their  ground,  but  fell  down  slaan  in 

heaps  together.** 
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Chap.  Xllh-^Ooffariui  routed  bp  Bmht$. 

At  these  words  one  of  them,  named  Subardns,  who  was  a 
consul,  returns  with  three  hundred  men  to  assault  him ;  bnt 
Corineus  with  his  shield  wards  off  the  blow,  and  lifting  np 
his  battle-axe  gave  him  such  a  stroke  upon  the  topot  his 
helmet,  that  at  once  he  dave  him  down  to  the  waist;  and 
then  rushing  upon  the  rest  he  made  terrible  slaughter  by 
wheeling  about  his  battle-axe  among  them,  and,  running  to 
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and  fro^  seemed  more  aiudous  to  inflict  blows  on  the  enemy 

than  carefal  to  avoid  those  which  they  aimed  at  him.     Some 

had  their  hands  and  arms,  some  their  very  shoulders,  some 

j  again  their  heads,  and  others  their  l^s  cat  off  by  him.    All 

fought  with  him  only,  and  he  alone  seemed  to  fight  with  alL 
Brutus  seeing  him  thus  beset,  out  of  r^ard  to  him,  runs 
with  a  band  of  men  to  his  assistance :  at  which  the  battle  is 
again  renewed  with  yigour  and  with  loud  shoutSi  and  great 
numbers  slain  on  both  sides.  But  now  the  Trojans  presently 
gain  the  victory,  and  put  Groffarius  with  his  Fictavians  to 
flight.  The  king  after  a  narrow  escape  went  to  several 
parts  of  Gaul,  to  procure  succours  among  such  princes  as 
were  related  or  known  to  him.  At  that  time  Gaul  was  sub- 
ject  to  twelve  princes,  who  with  equal  authority  possessed  the 
whole  country.  These  receive  him  courteously,  and  promise 
with  one  consent  to  expel  the  foreigners  from  Aquitune. 

Chap.  XlV^^BruhUf  qftir  hU  vkUny  toUh  Gqffhriutf  ra»age$  Aqmiaktg 

wUhJIn  and  sword. 

I  Bbutus,  in  joy  for  the  victory,  enriches  his  men  with  the 
I  spoils  of  the  slain,  and  then,  dividing  them  into  several 
bodies,  marches  into  the  country  with  a  design  to  lay  it 
waste,  and  load  his  fleet  with  the  spoiL  With  this  view 
he  sets  the  cities  on  fire,  seises  the  riches  that  were  in  them, 
destroys  the  fields,  and  makes  dreadful  slaughter  among  the 
citizens  and  common  people,  being  unwilling  to  leave  so 
much  as  one  alive  of  that  wretched  nation.  While  he  was 
making  this  destruction  over  all  Aquitaine,  he  came  to  a 
place  where  the  city  of  Tours  now  stands,  which  he  after- 
wards built,  as  Homer  testifies.  As  soon  as  he  had  looked 
out  a  place  convenient  for  the  purpose,  he  pitched  his  camp 
there,  for  a  place  of  safe  retreat,  when  occasion  should  re- 
quire.   For  he  was  afraid  on  account  of  Goffarius*s  approach 

I  with  the  kings  and  princes  of  Gaul,  and  a  very  great  army, 

I  which  was  now  come  near  the  place,  ready  to  give  him 

battle.     Having  therefore  finished  his  camp,  he  expected  to 

I  engage  with  Goffarius  in  two  days'  time,  placing  the  utmost 

confidence  in  the  conduct  and  courage  of  the  young  meo 

,  «iider  his  oonunand, 
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Chap.  X^.'~Oi^fimwf$  fight  with  BrUus, 

GromBius,  being  infonned  that  the  Trojans  were  in  those 

parts,  marched  day  and  night,  till  he  came  within  a  dose 

view  of  Brutus's  camp;  and  then  with  a  stem  look  and  I 

difldainfol  smile,  broke  out  into  these  expressions,   ^^Oh  r 

wretched  fate  I    Have  these  base  exiles  made  a  camp  also 

in  my  kingdom  ?    Arm,  arm,  soldiers,  and  march  through 

their  thickest  ranks :  we  shall  soon  take  these  pitiful  fellows  , 

like  sheep,  and  disperse  them  throughout  our  kingdom  for  ) 

slayes."    At  these  words  thej  prepared  their  arms,  and  ad-  ^ 

vanced  in  twelve  bodies  towu^  the  enemy.    Brutus,  on  the 

other  hand,  with  his  forces  drawn  up  in  order,  went  forth 

boldly  to  meet  them,  and  gave  his  men  directions  for  their 

conduct^  where  they  should  assault  and  where  they  should 

be  upon  the  defensive.    At  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  the 

Trojans  had  the  advantage,  and  made  a  rapid  slaughter  of 

the  enemy,  of  whom  there  fell  near  two  thousand,  which  so 

terrified  the  rest,  that  they  were  on  the  point  of  running 

away.     But,  as  the  victory  generally  falls  to  that  side  which  iX 

has  very  much  the  superioiity  in  numbers,  so  the  Gauls, 

being  three  to  one  in  number,  though  overpowered  at  first, 

yet  at  last  joining  in  a  great  body  together,  broke  in  upon 

the  Trcjans,  and  forced  them  to  retire  to  their  camp  with 

much  slaughter.     The  victory  thus  gained,  they  besieged 

them  in  their  camp,  with  a  design  not  to  suffer  them  to  stir 

out  until  they  should  either  surrender  themselves  prisoners,    \ 

or  be  cruelly  starved  to  death  with  a  long  famine.  ^ 

In  the  meantime,  Corineus  the  night  following  entered 
into  consultation  with  Brutus,  and  proposed  to  go  out  that 
night  by  by-ways,  and  conceal  himself  in  an  adjacent  wood 
till  bredk  of  day ;  and  while  Brutus  should  sally  forth  upon 
the  enemy  in  the  morning  twilight,  he  with  his  company 
would  surprise  them  from  behind  and  put  them  to  slaughter. 
Brutus  was  pleased  with  this  stratagem  of  Ck>rineus,  who 
according  to  his  engagement  got  out  cunningly  with  three 
thousand  men,  and  put  himself  imder  the  covert  of  the 
woods.  As  soon  as  it  was  day  Brutus  marshalled  his  men 
and  opened  the  camp  to  go  out  to  fight  The  Grauls  meet 
him  and  begin  the  engagement:  many  thousands  fall  on 
both  sides^  neither  party  giving  quarter.    There  was  present 
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a  Trojan,  named  Turonus,  the  nephew  of  Brutus,  inferior  to 
none  but  Corineus  in  courage  and  strength  of  bodj.  He 
alone  with  his  sword  killed  six  hundred  men,  but  at  last  was 
unfortunately  slain  himself  bj  the  number  of  Gauls  that 
rushed  upon  him.  From  him  the  city  of  Tours  derived  its 
name,  because  he  was  buried  there.  While  both  armies 
were  thus  warmly  engaged,  Corineus  came  upon  them  un- 
awares, and  fell  fiercely  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  which 
put  new  courage  into  his  friends  on  the  other  side,  and  made 
them  exert  themselves  with  increased  vigour.  The  Gauls 
were  astonished  at  the  very  shout  of  Corineus's  men,  and 
thinking  their  number  to  be  much  greater  than  it  really  was, 
they  hastily  quitted  the  field ;  but  the  Trojans  pursued  them, 
and  killed  them  in  the  pursuit,  nor  did  they  desist  till  they 
had  gained  a  complete  victory.  Brutus,  though  in  joy  for 
this  great  success,  was  yet  afiiicted  to  observe  the  number  of 
his  forces  daily  lessened,  while  that  of  the  enemy  increased 
more  and  more.  He  was  in  suspense  for  some  time,  whether 
he  had  better  continue  the  war  or  not,  but  at  last  he  deter- 
mined to  return  to  his  ships  while  the  greater  part  of  his 
followers  was  yet  safe,  and  hitherto  victorious,  and  to  go  in 
quest  of  the  island  which  the  goddess  had  told  him  of.  So 
without  further  delay,  with  the  consent  of  his  company,  he 
repaired  to  the  fleet,  and  loading  it  with  the  riches  and 
spoils  he  had  taken,  set  sail  with  a  fair  wind  towards  the 
promised  bland,  and  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Totness. 


Chap.  XYI. — Albion  divided  between  Brutus  and  Corineus. 

The  island  was  then  caUed  Albion,*  and  was  inhabited  by 
none  but  a  few  giants.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  pleasant 
situation  of  the  places,  the  plenty  of  rivers  abounding  with 
fish,  and  the  engaging  prospect  of  its  woods,  made  Brutus 
and  his  company  very  desirous  to  fix  their  habitation  in  it. 
They  therefore  passed  through  all  the  provinces,  forced  the 
giants  to  fly  into  the  caves  of  the  mountains,  and  divided  the 
oountry  among  them  according  to  the  directions  of  their 

*  The  oarliett  real  notice  of  Albk)n  occurs  in  a  work  attributed  to  Aris- 
totle [De  Mundo,  sec  8],  who  wrote,  before  Christ  840,  ^  Berond  the 
PfllaiB  of  Hercules  b  the  ocean  which  flows  round  the  earth.  In  it  art 
two  Tciy  laige  Islands^  called  Britannic;  these  aie  Albion  and  lefne^"  Ac. 


1 


MfcMLI  DEATH  OF  GOBlCAO(>T.  107  « 

comnuuMJer,    After  this  thej  b^an  to  till  the  gromid  and  ' 

build  houses,  so  that  in  a  litUe  time  the  countrj  looked  like 
•  place  that  had  been  long  inhabited.    At  last  Brutus  calledf^  1^ 

the  island  after  his  own  name  Britain,  and  his  companions 
Britons ;  for  bj  these  means  he  desired  to  perpetuate  the  f 

memory  of  his  name.     From  whence  afterwards  the  lan-i  I 

guage  of  the  nation,  which  at  first  bore  the  name  of  Trojan,  ' 
or  rough  Greek,  was  called  British.  But  Corineus,  in 
imitation  of  his  leader,  called  that  part  of  the  island  which 
fell  to  his  share,  Corinea,  and  his  people  Corineans,  after  his 
name  ;  and  though  he  had  his  choice  of  the  provinces  before 
all  the  rest,  yet  he  preferred  this  country,  which  is  now 
called  in  Latin  Comubia,  either  from  its  being  in  the  shape  / 
of  a  horn  (in  Latin  Cornu),  or  from  the  corruption  of  the  { 

said  name.*  For  it  was  a  diversion  to  him  to  encounter  the 
said  giants,  which  were  in  greater  numbers  there  than  in  all  i 

the  other  provinces  that  fell  to  the  share  of  his  companions.  I 

Among  the  rest  was  one  detestable  monster,  named  Go^'ma-  \ 
got,  in  stature  twelve  cubits,  and  of  such  prodigious  strength  I 
that  at  one  shake  he  pulled  up  an  oak  as  if  it  had  been  a  1 
hazel  wand.     On  a  certun  day,  when  Brutus  was  holding  a 
solemn  festival  to  the  gods,  in  the  port  where  they  at  first 
landed,  this  giant  with  twenty  more  of  his  companions  came 
in  upon  the  Britons,  among  whom  he  made  a  dreadful 
slaughter.    But  the  Britons  at  last  assembling  together  in  a 
body,  put  them  to  the  rout,  and  killed  them  every  one  but  '  i 

Goemagot    Brutus  had  given  orders  to  have  him  preserved  ! 

alive,  out  of  a  desire  to  see  a  combat  between  him  and  Cori- 
neus, who  took  a  great  pleasure  in  such  encounters.  Cori- 
neus, oveijoyed  at  this,  prepared  himself  and  throwing 
aside  his  arms,  challenged  him  to  wrestle  with  him.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  encounter,  Corineus  and  the  giant^  stand- 
ing, front  to  front,  held  each  other  strongly  in  their  arms^ 
and  panted  aloud  for  breath ;  but  Gro&nagot  presently  grasp- 
ing Corineus  with  all  his  might,  broke  three  of  his  ribs,  two 
on  his  right  side  and  one  on  his  left  At  which  Corineus^ 
highly  enraged,  roused  np  his  whole  Btrength,  and  snatching 
him  upon  lus  shoulders,  ran  with  him,  as  fast  as  the  wdght 
wodd  allow  him,  to  the  next  shore,  and  there  getting  upon 

•  TIm  ^jnBMOogj  of  the  word  Comwsil, «  if  Conm-GaUla  or  W  / 
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the  top  of  a  high  rock,  hurled  down  the  savage  monster  into 
the  sea ;  where  faUing  on  the  sides  of  craggy  rocks,  he  was 
torn  to  pieces,  and  coloured  the  waves  with  his  blood.  The 
place  where  he  fell,  taking  its  name  from  the  giant's  fall, 
is  called  Lam  Goemagot,  that  is,  Goemagot's  Leap,  to  this 
day.* 

Chap.  XVII. — The  huUding  qf  new  Trojf  bp  BruttUy  upon  the  rioe» 

fThamei, 

Brutus,  having  thus  at  last  set  eyes  upon  his  kingdom, 
formed  a  design  of  building  a  city,  and  with  this  view,  tra- 
velled through  the  land  to  find  out  a' convenient  situation, 
and  coming  to  the  river  Thames,  he  walked  along  the  shore, 
^nd  at  last  pitched  upon  a  place  very  fit  for  Us  purpose. 
iHere,  therefore,  he  built  a  city,  which  he  called  New  Troj ; 
Vinder  which  name  it  continued  a  long  time  after,  till  at  4ast, 
by  the  corruption  of  the  original  word,  it  come  to  be  called 
'^Trinovantum.  But  afterwards  when  Lud,  the  brother  of 
Cassibellaun,  who  made  war  against  Julius  Ciesar,  obtained 
the  government  of  the  kingdom,  he  surrounded  it  with 
stately  walls,  and  towers  of  admirable  workmanship,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  called  after  his  name,  Eaer-Lud,  that  is,  the 
City  of  Lud.t  But  this  very  thing  became  afterwards  the 
~  ^casion  of  a  great  quarrel  between  him  and  his  brother 
fennius,  who  took  offence  at  his  abolishing  the  name  of 
*roy  in  this  country.  Of  this  quarrel  Gildas  the  historian 
bas  given  a  full  account ;  for  which  reason  I  pass  it  over,  for 
fear  of  debasing  by  my  account  of  it,  what  so  great  a  writer 
has  so  eloquently  related. 

Chap.  XVIII. — New  Troy  being  buUifand  laws  made  for  the  gonemmeni 
qf  iititit  given  to  the  dtisene  that  were  to  inhabit  iL 

After  Brutus  had  finished  the  building  of  the  city,  he  made 
choice  of  the  citizens  that  were  to  inhabit  it,  and  prescribed 
them  kws  for  their  peaceable  government    At  this  time 


*  It  it  now  called  the  Haw,  and  ii  near  PI  jmonth. 

t  This  b  the  city  now  called  London,  and  it  b  evident  that  the  writer 
widiei  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  modem  name  is  derived  from  the  ancient, 
M  if  it  were  Lad-ton  or  Lud-don.  The  first  notice  of  London  found  in 
MrtKnitic  history  occurs  in  Tacitus,  AmuU.  lib.  m,  c  83,  the  seccmd  notioi 
in  Ptolemy,  a.o.  120|  lib.  l  15. 
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Eli  the  priest  governed  in  Judea,  and  the  ark  of  the  cove- 
nant was  taken  by  the  Philistines.  At  the  same  time, 
also,  the  sons  of  Hector,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  posterity 
of  Antenor,  reigned  in  Troy ;  as  in  Italy  did  Sylvias  iBneasi 
the  son  of  ^neas,  the  undo  of  Brutus,  and  the  third  king 
of  the  Latins.* 

I. 

BOOK  II. 

Chap.  l.-^AfUr  the  death  qf  Brutus,  hit  three  sane  succeed  Mm  in  the 

kingdom. 

During  these  transactions,  Brutus  had  by  his  wife  Ignoge 
three  famous  sons,  whose  names  were  Locrin,  Alban^Aty  and 
Kamber.  These,  after  their  father's  death,  which  happened 
in  the  twenty-fourth  year  after  his  arrival,  buried  him  in  the 
city  which  he  had  built,  and  then  having  divided  the  king- 
dom of  Britain  among  them,  retired  each  to  his  government. 
Ix>crin,  the  eldest,  possessed  the  middle  part  of  the  island, 
called  afterwards  from  his  name,  Loegria.  Kamber  had  that 
part  which  lies  beyond  the  river  Severn,  now  called  Wales, 
but  which  was  for  a  long  time  named  Kambria ;  and  hence 
that  people  still  caU  themselves  in  their  British  tongue  Kam- 
bri.  Albanact,  the  younger  brother,  possessed  the  country 
he  caUed  Albania,  now  Scotland.     After  they  had  a  long  I 

time  reigned  in  peace  together,  Huraber,  king  of  the  Huns,  I 

arrived  in  Albimia,  and  having  killed  Albanact  in  battle,  i 

forced  his  people  to  fly  to  Locrin  for  protection.  ' 

Cbap.  Il.^-Xomn,  ^^h^ii^  routed  Number,  falls  in  love  with  Estrildis. 

LoCBiN,  at  hearing  tms  news,  joined  his  brother  Kamber, 
and  went  with  the  whole  strength  of  the  kingdom  to  meet 
the  king  of  the  Huns,  near  the  river  now  cidled  Humber,\ 
where  he  gave  him  battle,  and  put  him  to  the  rout.  Humber 
made  towiurds  the  river  in  his  flight,  and  was  drowned  in  it 
on  account  of  wluch  it  has  since  borne  his  name.    Locrin, 

*  From  this  statement  it  would  follow  that  the  arrival  of  Bnituf  ii 
Britain  ii  to  be  placed  about  the  yeac  1100  before  Cbxiat. 
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after  the  victory,  bestowed  the  plunder  of  the  eneinj  upon 
his  own  men,  reserving  for  liimself  the  gold  and  silver 
which  he  found  in  the  ships,  together  with  three  virgins  of 
Admirable  beauty,  whereof  one  was  the  daughter  of  a  king 
in  Germany,  whom  with  the  other  two  Humber  had  forcibly 
brought  away  with  him,  after  he  had  ruined  their  country. 
Her  name  was  Estrildis,  and  her  beauty  such  as  was  hardly 
to  be  matched.  No  ivory  or  new-fallen  snow,  no  lily  could 
exceed  the  whiteness  of  her  skin.  Locrin,  smitten  with 
love,  would  have  gladly  married  her,  at  which  Corineus  was 
extremely  incensed,  on  account  of  the  engagement  which 
Locrin  had  entered  into  with  him  to  marry  his  daughter. 

Chap.  III. — Chrineua  resents  the  affnmt  put  upon  Ms  daughUr. 

Ills  went,  therefore,  to  the  king,  and  wielding  a  battle-axe 
in  his  right  hand,  vented  his  rage  against  him  in  these 
words :  "  Do  you  thus  reward  me,  Locrin,  for  the  many 
wounds  which  I  have  suffered  under  your  father's  command 
in  his  wars  with  strange  nations,  that  you  must  slight  my 
daughter,  and  debase  yourself  to  marry  a  barbarian  ? 
While  there  is  strength  in  this  right  hand,  that  has  been  de- 
structive to  so  many  giants  upon  the  Tyrrhenian  coasts,  I 
will  never  put  up  with  this  affront."  And  repeating  this 
again  and  again  with  a  loud  voice,  he  shook  his  battle-axe 
lis  if  he  was  going  to  strike  him,  till  the  friends  of  both 
interposed,  and  after  they  had  appeased  Corineus,  obliged 
Locrin  to  perform  his  agreement. 

CflAP.   IV.— Xodrtfi   at   last   marries    OuendoisBna^    the   daughter   ^ 

Corineus, 

LoCBiN  therefore  married  Ck>rineus's  daughter,  named 
Guendoloena,  yet  still  retained  his  love  for  Estrildis,  for 
whom  he  made  apartments  under  ground,  in  which  he 
entertained  her,  and  caused  her  to  be  honourably  attended. 
For  he  was  resolved  at  least  to  carry  on  a  private  amour 
with  her,  since  he  could  not  live  with  her  openly  for  fear  of 
Corineus.  Li  this  manner  he  concealed  her,  and  made 
frequent  visits  to  her  for  seven  years  together,  without  the 
privity  of  any  but  his  most  intimate  domestics ;  and  all 
under  a  pretence  of  performing  some  secret  sacrifices  to 
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godfli  bj  which  he  imposed  on  the  credulity  of  every  bodj. 
In  the  meantime  Estrildis  became  with  child,  and  waa 
delivered  of  a  most  beautiful  daughter,  whom  she  named 
Sabre.  Guendolcena  was  also  with  child,  and  brought  forth 
a  son,  who  was  named  Maddan,  and  put  under  the  care  of 
his  grandfather  Corineus  to  be  educated. 
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Chap.  Y. — Locrm  it  kiUed;  EsirUdis  and  Sabre  are  thrown  into  a 

river. 

But  in  process  of  time,  when  Corineus  was  dead,  Locrin 
divorced  Guendoloena,  and  advanced  Estrildis  to  be  queen. 
Gruendoloena,  provoked  beyond  measure  at  this,  retired  into 
ComwaU,  where  she  assembled  together  all  the  forces  of  that 
kingdom,  and  began  to  raise  disturbances  against  Locrin. 
At  last  both  armies  joined  battle  near  the  river  Sture,  where 
Locrin  was  killed  by  the  shot  of  an  arrow.  After  his  death, 
Guendoloena  took  upon  her  the  government  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  retaining  her  father's  furious  spirit.  For  she 
commanded  Estrildis  and  her  daughter  Sabre  to  be  thrown 
into  the  river  now  called  the  Severn,  and  published  an  edict 
tiirough  all  Britain,  that  the  river  should  bear  the  damsel's 
name,  hoping  by  this  to  perpetuate  her  memory,  and  by  that 
the  infamy  of  her  husband.  So  that  to  this  day  the  river  is 
called  in  the  Britbh  tongue  Sabren,  which  by  the  corruption 
of  the  name  is  in  another  language  Sabrina. 

Chap.  YL — Guendolana  delivere  vp  the  kingdom  to  Maddan^  her  son» 

ajter  whom  eueceedt  Mempridut, 

GxTBNDOLCEXA  rcigncd  fifteen    years  after    the    death    of 
Locrin,  who  had  reigned  ten,  and  then  advanced  her  son 
Maddan  (whom  she  saw  now  at  maturity)  to  the  throne, 
contenting  herself  with  the  country  of  Cornwall  for  the. 
remainder  of  her  life.     At  this  time  Samuel  the  prophet  | 
governed  in  Judasa,  Sylvius  JBneas  was  yet  living,  and  ^ 
H<»ner  was  esteemed  a  famous  orator  and  poet*     Maddan, 
now  in  possession  of  the  crown,  had  by  his  wife  two  son*, 
Mempricius  and  Malim,  and  ruled  the  longdom  in  peace  and 

*  It  IS  onlj  necenaiy  to  compere  mch  paaeages  as  these  with  th« 
Qfccka  or  Bomaii  Histories^  and  we  cannot  afoid  percaTing  the  legendaiy 
dMiBcter  of  Geofl^  of  Monmouth*!  Hirtoiy. 
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with  c^re  forty  years.  As  sooa  as  he  was  dead,  the  two 
.{brothers  quarrelled  for  the  kingdom,  each  being  ambitious 
'M  the  sovereignty  of  the  whole  island.  L(giDpaciufi> 
unpatient  to  attain  his  ends,  enters  into  treaty  with  Malim« 
under  colour  of  making  a  composition  with  him,  and,  having 
formed  a  conspiracy,  murdered  him  in  the  assembly  where 
their  ambassadors  were  met.  By  these  means  he  obtained 
the  dominion  of  the  whole  island,  over  which  he  exercised 
such  tyranny,  that  he  left  scarcely  a  nobleman  alive  in  it, 
and  either  by  violence  or  tr^aachery  oppressed  every  one  that 
he  apprehended  might  be  likely  to  succeed  him,  pursuing  his 
hatred  to  his  whole  race.  He  also  deserted  his  own  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  a  noble  yoifth  n^uned  Ebraucus,  and  addicted 
himself  to  sodomy,  preferring  unnatural  lust  to  the  pleasures 
of  the  conjugal  state.  At  last,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his 
reign,  while  he  was  hun^g,  he  retired  from  his  company 
into  a  valley,  where  he  was  surrounded  by  a  great  multitude 
of  ravenous  wolves,  and  devoured  by  diem  in  a  horrible 
\manner.  Then  did  Saul  reign  in  Judsea,  and  Eurystheus  in 
iLacedsBmonia.  ^ 


Chap.  VII. — Ebraueutf   the   tuccestor  qf  MempriehUf  conquers   the 
CfauUf  and  builds  the  towns  Kaerebrauc,  ^e, 

Mkmpricius  being  dead,  Ebraucus,  his  son,  a  man  of  great 
stature  and  wonderful  strength,  took  upon  him  the  govern- 
ment of  Britain,  which  he  held  forty  years.  He  was  the 
first  after  Brutus  who  invaded  Gktul  with  a  fleet,  and 
distressed  its  provinces  by  killing  their  men  and  laying 
waste  their  cities ;  and  having  by  these  means  enriched 
himself  with  an  infinite  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  he 
returned  victorious.  Afler  this  he  built  a  city  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Humber,  which,  from  his  own  name,  he  called 
Kaerebrauc,  that  is^  the  city  of  Ebraucus,*  about  the  time 
that  David  reigned  in  ^Tudasa,  and  Sylvius  Latinus  in  Italy  ; 
and  that  Ghid,  Nathan,  and  Asaph  prophesied  in  IsraeL  He 
Also  built  the  city  of  Aldud  f  towards  Albani,  and  the  town 

*  York  leems  to  be  a  comiptioa  of  Ebiaua  It  Is  fiiBt  mentioiied  by 
Plolany  (iL  8.)  a.d.  120. 

t  Alclud  or  Aldoith  k  unknown  to  tfao  daaic  writers:  it  k  first 
tDentioned  by  Gildasy  and  it  thought  to  be  tht  modem  Dombarton. 
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of  mount  Agned,  *  called  at  this  time  the  Castle  of  Maideiiii, 
or  the  Mountaiii  of  Sorrow. 

Chap.  YlU^'^Ebraueut't  twenty  sons  go  to  Germany^  and  his  thirty 

daughters  to  Syltfius  Alba^  m  Italy, 

This  prince  had  twenty  sons  and  thirty  daughters  by  twenty 
wives,  and  with  great  valour  governed  the  kingdom  of 
Britain  sixty  years.  The  names  of  his  sons  were,  Brutus 
sumamed  Greenshield,  Margadud,  Sisillius,  Begin,  Morivid, 
Bladud,  Lagon,  Bodloan,  Kincar,  Spaden,  Gaul,  Darden, 
Eldad,  Ivor,  Gangu,  Hector,  Kerin,  Bud,  As^a]:ach,  Buel. 
The  names  of  his  daughters  were,  Gloigni,  Ignogni,  Oudas, 
Guenliam,  Gaudid,  Angarad,  Guendoloe,  Tangustel,  Gorgon, 
Median,  Methahel,  Ourar,  Malure,  Kambreda,  Bagan,  Gael, 
£cub.  Nest,  Cheum,  Stadud,  Gladud,  Ebren,  Blagan, 
Aballac,  Angaes,  Galaes,  (the  most  celebrated  beauty  at 
that  time  in  Britain  or  Gaul,)  Edra,  Anaor,  Stadial,  Egron. 
All  these  daughters  their  father  sent  into  Italy  to  Sylvius 
Alba,  who  reigned  after  Sylvius  Latinus,  where  they  were 
married  among  the  Trojan  nobility,  the  Latin  and  Sabine 
women  refusing  to  associate  with  them.  But  the  son$i, 
under  the  conduct  of  their  brother  Assaracus,  departed 
in  a  fleet  to  Germany,  and  having,  with  the  assistance 
of  Sylvius  Alba,  subdued  the  people  there,  obtained  that 
kingdom. 


Chap.  IX. — After  Ehraucus  reigns  Brutus  his  son,  after  him  Leil,  and 

after  Leily  Hudibras, 

But  Brutus,  sumamed  Greenshield,  stayed  with  his  father, , 
whom  he  succeeded  in  the  government,  and  reigned  twelve ' 
years.  After  him  reigned  Leil,  his  son,  a  peaceful  and  just 
prince,  who,  enjoying  a  prosperous  reign,  built  in  the  north 
of  Britain  a  city,  called  by  his  name,  Kaerleil  ;f  at  the  same 
time  that  Solomon  began  to  build  the  temple  of  Jerusalem, 
and  the  queen  of  Shelm  came  to  hear  his  wisdom  ;  at  which 
time  also  Sylvius  Epitus  succeeded  his  father  Alba,  in  Italy. 
Leil  rdgned  twenty-five  years,  but  towards  the  latter  end  of 
his  life  grew  more  remiss  in  his  government,  so  that  his 
iieglect  of  affairs  speedily  occasioned  a  civil  dissension  in  tho 
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kini!;  Jjiu.  After  him  reigned  his  son,  Hudibras,  thirtj-nino 
vearSy  and  composed  the  civil  dissension  among  his  people. 
He  built  Elaerlem  or  Canterbury,  Eaerguen  or  Winchester, 
and  the  town  of  Mount  Paladur,  now  Shaftesbury.  At  this 
place  an  eagle  spoke,  while  the  wall  of  the  town  was  being 
built ;  and  indeed  I  should  have  transmitted  the  speech  to 
posterity,  had  I  thoi^ht  it  true,  as  the  rest  of  the  history.  At 
this  time  reigned  Capys,  the  son  of  Epitus ;  and  Haggai, 
Amos,  Joel,  and  Azariah,  were  prophets  in  IsraeL 

Chap.  X. — Bladud  tueoeeds  Hudibras  in  the  kinffdom^  and  practises 

wtagical  operations. 

1  Next  succeeded  Bladud,  his  son,  and  reigned  twenty  years. 

/  He  built  Elaerbadus,  now  Bath,  and  made  hot  baths  in  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  god- 
dess Minerva ;  in  whose  temple  he  kept  fires  that  never  went 
out  nor  consumed  to  ashes,  but  as  soon  as  they  began  to  de- 
cay were  turned  into  balls  of  stone.  About  this  time  the 
prophet  EUas  prayed  that  it  might  not  rain  upon  earth  ;  and 
it  <fid  not  rain  for  three  years  and  six  months.  This  prince 
was  a  very  ingenious  man,  and  taught  necromancy  in  his 
^  kingdom,  nor  did  he  leave  off  pursuing  his  magical  operations, 
till  he  attempted  to  fly  to  the  upper  region  of  the  air  with 
wings  which  he  had  prepared,  and  fell  down  upon  the  temple 
of  Apollo,  in  the  city  of  Trinovantum,  where  he  was  dashed 
to  pieces. 

Chap.  XI. — Leir  the  9on  of  Biadud,  having  no  son,  divides  his  kingdom 

among  hU  daughters. 

After  this  unhappy  fate  of  Bladud,  Leir,*  his  son  was 
advanced  to  the  throne,  and  nobly  governed  his  country  sixty 
years.  He  built  upon  the  river  Sore  a  city,  called  in  the 
British  tongue,  Kaerleir,  in  the  Saxon,  Leircestre.f  He 
was  without  male  issue,  but  had  three  daughters,  whose 
names  were  Gronorilla,  Regau,  and  CordeiUa,  of  whom  he 
was  dotingly  fond,  but  especially  of  his  youngest,  CordeiUa.  "^ 
When  he  b^an  to  grow  old,  he  had  thoughts  of  dividing  his 
kingdom  among  them,  and  of  bestowing  them  on  such 
husbands  as  were  fit  to  be  advanced  to  the  government  with 
them.    But  to  make  trial  who  was  worthy  to  have  the  best 

*  Kiitg  Letfy  tb«  hero  of  Shak^peare's  drama.  | 
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part  of  his  kingdom,  he  went  to  each  of  them  to  ask  which 
of  them  loved  him  most  The  question  being  proposed, 
GoQoriUa,  the  eldest,  made  answer,  '^  That  she  called  heaven 
to  witness,  she  loved  him  more  than  her  own  soul."  The 
father  replied,  ^^  Since  70U  have  preferred  mj  declining  age 
before  jour  own  life,  I  will  many  70U,  mj  dearest  daughter, 
to  whomsoever  70a  shall  make  choice  of,  and  give  with  70U 
the  third  part  of  my  kingdom."  Then  Rcgau,  the  second 
daughter,  willing,  after  the  example  of  her  sister,  to  prevail 
upon  her  fkthei^s  good  nature,  answered  with  an  oath,  '^  That 
she  could  not  otherwise  express  her  thoughts,  but  that  she 
loved  him  above  all  creatures."  The  credulous  father  upon 
this  made  her  the  same  promise  that  he  did  to  her  eldest 
sister,  that  is,  the  choice  of  a  husband,  with  the  third  part  of 

his   kingdom.       But     Cor^^jH?^,    ♦>»<*    jnnnfraaf^    nnAary^o^r^Airt^ 

how  easilj  he  was  satisfied  with  the  flattering  expressions  of 
tier  sisters,  was  desirous  to  make  trial  of  his  affection  after  a 
different  manner. — "My  fUther,"  said  she,  '^is  there  an7 
daughter  that  can  love  her  father  more  than  Suty  requires  ? 
Ad  my  opinion,  whoever  pretends  to  it|_  magt  ffiagniflft  bpr 
real  sentiments  under  the  veil  of  flattery.  I  have  always 
loved  y611  as  ft  fathei^,  noi^  do  I  yet  defwri  from  my  purposed 
duty ;  and  if  you  insist  to  have  something  more-fixtorted 
from  me,  hear  now  the  greatness  of  mv  affi^ctjonj  wbjfih  I 
always  bear  you,  and  take  this  for  a  short  answer  to  all  your 
questions ;  look  how  much  vnti  havft,  an  mnoh  i«  ynnr  valiift, 

and  so  much  do  I  love  you."  The  father,  supposing  that  she 
spoke  this  out  of  the  abundance  of  her  heart,  was  highly 
provoked,  and  immediately  replied,  '^  Since  you  have  so  far 
despised  my  old  age  as  not  to  think  me  worthy  the  love  that 
your  sisters  express  for  me,  you  shall  have  from  me  the  like 
n^ard,  and  shall  be  excluded  from  any  share  with  your 
sisters  in  my  kingdom/  Notwithstanding,  I  do  not  say  but 
that  since  you  are  my  daughter,  I  wiU  marry  you  to  some 
foreigner^  if  fortune  offers  you  any  such  husbuid ;  but  will 
never,  I  do  assure  70U,  mike  it  m7  business  to  procu:;e  so 
honourable  a  match  for  70U  as  for  70ur  sisters;  because, 
though  I  have  hitherto  loved  70U  more  than  them,  you  have 
in  requital  thought  me  less  worthy  of  your  affection  than 
they."  And,  without  further  delay,  after  consultation  with 
bit  nobility,  he  bestowed  his  two  other  daughters  upon  the 
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dakes  of  Cornwall  and  Albania,  with  half  the  island  at 
present,  but  after  his  death,  the  inheritance  of  the  whole 
monarchy  of  Britain. 

It  happened  after  this,  that  Aganippns,  king  of  the 
Franks,  having  heard  of  the  fame  of  CordeiUa's  beautj, 
forthwith  sent  his  ambassadors  to  the  king  to  demand  her  in 
marriage.  The  father,  retaining  yet  his  anger  towards  her, 
made  answer,  "That  he  was  very  willing  to  bestow  his 
daughter,  but  without  either  money  or  territories ;  because 
he  had  already  given  away  his  kingdom  with  all  his  treasure 
to  his  eldest  daughters,  Gonorilla  and  Regau."  When  this 
was  told  Aganippns,  he,  being  very  much  in  love  with  the 
lady,  sent  again  to  king  Leir,  to  tell  him,  "  That  he  had  mo- 
ney and  territories  enough,  as  he  possessed  the  third  part 
of  Grftul,  and  desired  no  more  than  his  daughter  only,  that 
he  might  have  heirs  by  her.**  At  last  the  match  was 
concluded ;  Cordeilla  was  sent  t^  fi-<^"lj  n^^  Tinft|>p^  ♦/^  j^jrg-^ 
nippus. 

Chap.  XIL — X#ir,  finding  the  ingroHlude  of  his  two  eldest  davghtete, 
betakes  himself  to  his  youngest,  CwrdeUla,  in  Gaul. 

A  LONG  time  after  this,  when  Leir  came  to  be  infirm  through 
old  age,  the  two  dukes,  on  whom  he  had  bestowed  Britain 
with  his  two  daughters,  fostered  an  insurrection  against  him, 
and  defHived  him  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  all  regal  authority, 
which  he  had  hitherto  exercised  with  great  power  and  glory. 
At  length,  by  mutual  agreement,  Maglaunus,  duke  of  Alba- 
nia, one  of  his  sons-in-law,  was  to  allow  him  a  maintenance 
ftt  his  own  house,  together  with  sixty  soldiers,  who  were  to 
be  kept  for  state.  After  two  years*  stay  with  Ids  son-in-law, 
his  daughter  Gonorilla  grudged  the  number  of  his  men,  who 
began  to  upbraid  the  ministers  of  the  court  with  their  scan^ 
allowance ;  and,  having  spoken  to  her  husband  about  it,  she 
gave  orders  that  the  numbers  of  her  father's  followers  should 
be  reduced  to  thirty,  and  the  rest  discharged.  The  father, 
resenting  this  treatment,  left  Maglaunus,  and  went  to  Henu- 
inus,  duke  of  Cornwall,  to  whom  he  had  married  his  daugh- 
ter B^au.  Here  he  met  with  an  honourable  reception,  but 
before  the  year  was  at  an  end,  a  quarrel  happened  between 
the  two  families,  which  raised  B^u*8  indication ;  so  thmt 
•he  commanded  her  father  to  disduoge  all  bu  attendants  bot 


five,  and  to  be  contented  with  their  service.  This  second 
affliction  was  insupportable  to  him,  and  made  liim  return 
again  to  his  former  daughter,  with  hopes  that  the  misery  of 
his  condition  might  move  in  her  some  sentiments  of  filial 
piety,  and  that  he,  with  his  family,  might  find  a  subsistence 
with  her.    But  she,  not  forgetting  her  resentment,  swore  by  •' 

the  gods  he  should  not  stay  with  her,  unless  he  would  dismiss 
his  retinue^  and  be  contented  with  the  attendance  of  one 
man ;  and  with  bitter  reproaches  she  told  him  how  ill  his 
desire  of  vain-glorious  pomp  suited  his  age  and  poverty. 
When  he  found  that  she  was  by  no  means  to  be  prevailed 
upon,  he  was  at  last  forced  to  comply,  and,  dismissing  the 
rest,  to  take  up  with  one  man  only.  But  by  this  time  he 
began  to  reflect  more  sensibly  with  himself  upon  the  gran- 
deur from  which  he  had  fallen,  and  the  miserable  state  to 
which  he  was  now  reduced,  and  to  enter  upon  thoughts  of  going 
beyond  sea  to  his  youngest  daughter.  Yet  he  doubted  whe- 
ther he  should  be  able  to  move  her  commiseration,  because  , 
(as  was  related  above)  he  had  treated  her  so  unworthily. 
However,  disdaining  to  bear  any  longer  such  base  usage,  he 
took  ship  for  GauL  In  his  passage  he  observed  he  had  only 
the  third  place  given  him  among  the  princes  that  were  with 
him  in  the  ship,  at  which,  with  deep  sighs  and  tears,  he  burst 
forth  into  the  following  complaint : — 

*^0  irreversible  decrees  of  the  Fates,  that  never  swerve   •  » 

fipom  yomr  stated  course  1  why  did  you  evei'  advance  me  to 
an  unstable  felicity,  since  ^^^  pHTj'shment  of  lost  happiness  ^  \ 

is  greater  than  the  sense  of  present  misery  r    The  rem^n^  i 

bnmce  of  the  time  when  vast  numbers  of  men  obsequiously 
attended  me  in  the  taking  the  cities  and  wasting  the  enemy^ 
oountries,  more  deeply  pierces  my  heart  than  the  view  of  my 
present  calamity,  which  has  exposed  me  to  the  derision  of 
those  who  were  formerly  prostrate  at  my  feet  Oh !  the 
enmity  of  fortune  !  Shall  I  ever  again  see  the  day  when 
I  may  be  able  to  reward  those  according  to  their  deserts  who 
have  forsaken  me  in  my  distress  ?  How  true  was  thy  an- 
swer, CordeiUa,  when  I  asked  thee  concerning  thy  love  to 
me,  *  As  much  as  you  have,  so  much  is  your  value,  and  so 
much  do  I  love  you.'  While  I  had  anything  to  give  they 
valued  me,  being  friends,  not  to  me,  but  to  my  gifts :  the j 
loved  me  then,  but  they  loved  my  gifts  much  more :  when 
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my  gifts  ceased,  mj  Mends  vanished.  But  with  what  face 
shall  I  presume  to  see  you,  my  dearest  daughter,  since  in  my 
anger  I  married  you  upon  worse  terms  than  your  sisters^ 
who,  after  all  the  mighty  favours  they  have  received  from 
me,  suffer  me  to  he  in  hanishment  and  poverty?" 

As  he  was  lamenting  his  condition  in  these  and  the  like 
expressions,  he  arrived  at  Karitia,*  where  his  daughter  was, 
and  waited  hefore  the  city  while  he  sent  a  messenger  to  in- 
form her  of  the  misery  he  was  fallen  into,  and  to  desire  her 
relief  for  a  father  who  suffered  both  hunger  and  nakedness. 
Cordeilla  was  startled  at  the  news,  and  wept  bitterly,  and 
with  tears  asked  how  many  men  her  father  had  with  him. 
The  messenger  answered,  he  had  none  but  one  man,  who  had 
been  his  armour-bearer,  and  was  staying  with  hun  without 
the  town.  Then  she  took  what  money  she  thought  might  be 
1 1  sufficient,  and  gave  it  to  the  messenger,  with  orders  to  carry 

ij  ber  father  to  another  city,  and  there  give  out  that  he  was 

!  sick,  and  to  provide  for  him  bathing,  clothes,  and  all  other 

nourishment  She  likewise  gave  orders  that  he  should  take 
into  his  service  forty  men,  well  clothed  and  accoutred,  and 
that  when  all  things  were  thus  prepared  he  should  notify  his 
arrival  to  king  Aganippus  and  his  daughter.  The  messenger 
1  quickly  returning,  carried  Leir  to  another  city,  and  there 

kept  him  conceided,  till  he  had  done  every  thing  that  Cor- 
deilla had  commanded. 

Chap.  XIII. — He  is  very  honaurablp  received  by  CordeiUa  and  the  king 
I  ^f  OauL 

As  soon  as  he  was  provided  with  his  royal  apparel,  orna- 
ments, and  retinue,  he  sent  word  to  Aganippus  and  his 
daughter,  that  he  was  driven  out  of  his  kingdom  of  Britain 
by  las  sons-in-law,  and  was  come  to  them  to  procure  their 
assistance  for  recovering  his  dominions.     Upon  which  they, 

!'  attended  with  their  chief  ministers  of  state  and  the  nobility 

of  the  kingdom,  went  out  to  meet  him,  and  received  him 

,|  honourably,  and  gave  into  his  management  the  whole  power 

I  of  Graul,  tiU  such  time  as  he  should  be  restored  to  his  fonner 

'  dignity. 
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Cbap.  XIV.— ZtftTi  beinff  restored  to- the  kingdom  hy  the  help  qf  Mi  son- 

in4ate  and  Cordeilla,  dies. 

In  the  meantime  Aganippus  sent  officers  over  all  Giiul  tc 

raise  an  army,  to  restore  Ins  father-in-law  to  his  kingdom  of 

Britain.     Which  done,  Leir  returned  to  Britain  with  hb  son^  f 

and  daughter  and  the  forces  which  they  had  raised,  where 

he  fought  with  his  sons-in-law  and  routed  them.     Having  I 

thus  reduced  the  whole  kingdom  to  his  power,  he  died  the     y  I 

third  year  after.      Aganippus  also  died ;    and  Cordeilla,   ^  v 

ohtaining  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  buried  her  father 

in  a  certain  vault,  which  she  ordered  to  be  made  for  him 

under  the  river  Sore,  in   Leicester,  and  which  had  been 

built  originally  under  the  ground  to  the  honour  of  the  god 

Janus.     And  here  all  the  workmen  of  the  city,  upon  the 

anniversary  solenmity  of  that  festival,  used  to  begin  their 

jearly  labours. 

Crap.  XV. — CardeiUof  being  imprisoned^  kills  herself*    Morgan,  aspiring 
to  the  whole  kingdom,  is  killed  bg  Cunedagitts. 

After  a  peaceful  possession  of  the  government  for  five  years, 
Cordeilla  began  to  meet  with  disturbances  from  the  two  sons 
of  her  sisters,  being  both  young  men  of  great  spirit,  whereof 
one,  named  Margan,  was  bom  to  Maglaunus,  and  the  other, 
named  Cunedagius,  to  Henuinus.  These,  after  the  death  of 
their  fathers,  succeeding  them  in  their  dukedoms,  were  in- 
censed to  see  Britain  subject  to  a  woman,  and  r^sed  forces 
in  order  to  raise  a  rebellion  against  the  queen  ;  nor  would 
they  desist  firom  hostilities,  till,  after  a  general  waste  of  her 
countries,  and  several  battles  fought,  they  at  last  took  her 
and  put  her  in  prison,  where  for  grief  at  the  loss  of  her 
kingdom  she  killed  herself.  After  this  they  divided  the 
island  between  them ;  of  which  the  part  that  reaches  from 
the  north  side  of  the  Humber  to  Caithness,  fell  to  Mju*gan  ; 
the  other  part  from  the  same  river  westward  was  Canoda- 
gius*s  share.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  some  restless  sp'jits 
that  took  pleasure  in  the  troubles  of  the  nation,  had  access  to 
Margan,  and  inspired  him  with  vain  conceits,  by  representing 
to  him  how  mean  and  disgraceful  it  was  for  him  not  to  gov^nm 
the  whole  island,  which  was  his  due  by  right  of  birth. 
Stirred  up  with  these  and  the  like  suggestions^  he  marched 
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vwith  an  army  through  Cunedagiu8*8  country,  and  began  to 
bum  ail  before  him.  The  war  thus  breaking  out,  he  was 
met  by  Cunedagius  with  all  his  forces,  who  attacked  Margan, 
killing  no  small  number  of  his  men,  and,  putting  him  to 
flight,  pursued  him  from  one  province  to  another,  till  at  last 
he  killed  him  in  a  town  of  Kambria,  which  since  his  death 
has  been  by  the  country  people  called  Margan  to  this  day. 
After  the  victory,  Cunedagius  gained  the  monarchy  of  the 
whole  island,  which  he  governed  gloriously  for  three  and 
thirty  years.  At  this  time  flourished  the  prophets  Isaiah 
and  Hosea,  and  Rome  was  built  upon  the  eleventh  before 
the  Kalends  of  May  by  the  two  brothers,  Romulus  and 
Remus.* 

Chap.  XYI. — The  Mueeenon  qf  Cunedagius  in  the  kingdom,    Ferrejt  is 
killed  bg  his  brother  Porrex,  in  a  dispute  for  the  government. 

At  last  Cunedagius  dying,  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Riyallo, 
a  fortunate  youth,  who  diligently  applied  himself  to  the 
affairs  of  the  government.  In  his  time  it  rained  blood  three 
days  together,  and  there  fell  vast  swarms  of  flies,  followed 
by  a  great  mortality  among  the  people.  After  him  succeeded 
Gurgustius  his  son ;  after  him  Sisillius ;  after  him  Jago,  the 

I  nephew  of  Gurgustius;   after  him  Einmarcus  the  son  of 

t  Sisillius;  after  him  Gorbogudo,  who  had  two  sons,  Ferrex 

I  and  Porrex. 

'  f     When  their  father  grew  old  they  began  to  quarrel  about 

the  succession ;  but  Porrex,  who  was  the  most  ambitious  of 
i  the  two,  forms  a  design  of  killing  his  brother  by  treachery, 

which  the  other  discovering,  escaped,  and  passed  over  into 
Gaul.  There  he  procured  aid  iVoni  Suard  king  of  the 
Franks,  with  which  he  returned  and  made  war  upon  his 
brother ;  coming  to  an  engagement,  Ferrex  was  killed  and 
all  his  forces  cut  to  pieces.  When  their  mother,  whose  name 
was  Widen,  came  to  be  informed  of  her  son's  deatli,  she  fell 
into  a  great  rage,  and  conceived  a  mortal  hatred  against  the 

jl  survivor.     For  she  had  a  greater  affection  for  the  deceased 

than  for  him,  so  that  nothing  less  would  appease  her  indigna- 
tion for  his  death,  than  her  revenging  it  upon  her  surviving 
son.  She  took  therefore  her  oppportunity  when  he  wan 
asleep,  fell  upon  him,  and  with  &e  assistance  of  her  wo* 

•  About  th«  year  before  Chtiity  753. 
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men  tore  him  to  pieces.  From  that  time  a  long  dvil 
war  oppresaed  the  people,  and  the  ishmd  became  divided 
under  the  power  of  five  kings,  who  mutuailj  harassed  one 
another. 

Chap.  XYII. — Dunwaiio  MolmuHus  ganu  the  sceptre  qf  Britain,  f^om 

whom  came  the  Molmutine  lates. 

At  length  arose  a  youth  of  great  spirit,  named  Dunwallo 
Molmutius,  who  was  the  son  of  Cloten  king  of  Cornwall, 
and  excelled  all  the  kings  of  Britain  in  valour  and  graceful- 
ness of  person.     When  his  father  was  dead,  he  was  no 
sooner  possessed  of  the  government  of  that  country,  than  he 
made  war  against  Ymner  king  of  Loegria,  and  killed  him  in 
battle.     Hereupon  Rudaucus  king  of  Kambria,  and  Staterius 
king  of  Albania,  had  a  meeting,  wherein  they  formed  an 
alliance  together,  and  marched  thence  with  their  armies  into 
DnnwaUo's  country  to  destroy  all  before  them.    Dunwallo 
met  them  with  thirty  thousand  men,  and  gave  them  battle ; 
and  when  a  great  part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  fight,  and 
the  victory  yet  dubious,  he  drew  off  six  hundred  of  his 
bravest  men,  and  commanded  them  to  put  on  the  armour  of 
the  enemies  that  were  slain,  as  he  himself  also  did,  throwing 
aside  his  own.     Thus  accoutred  he  marched  up  with  speed/ 
to  the  enemy's  ranks,  as  if  he  was  of  their  party,  and  ap-^ 
proaching  the  very  place  where  Rudaucus  and  Staterius! 
were,  commanded  his  men  to  fall  upon  them.     In  this 
assault  the  two  kings  were  killed  and  many  others  with 
them.    But  Dunwallo  Molmutius,  fearing  lest  in  this  disguise 
bis  own  men  might  fall  upon  him,  returned  with  his  com- 
panions to  put  off  the  enemy's  armour,  and  take  his  own) 
again;  and  then  encouraged  them  to  renew  the  assault, 
which  they  did  with  great  vigour,  and  in  a  short  time  got' 
the  victory,  by  dispersing  and  putting  to  flight  the  enemy. 
From  hence  he  marched  into  the  enemy's  countries,  destroyed 
their  to¥ms  and  cities,  and  reduced  the  people  under  his 
obedience.     When  he  had  made  an  entire  reduction  of  the 
whole  island,  he  prepared  for  himself  a  crown  of  gold,  and 
restored  the  kingdom  to  its  ancient  state.     This  prince 
established  what  the  Britons  call  the  Molmutine  laws,  which 
are  famous  among  the  English  to  this  day.    In  these,  among 
other  things,  of  which  St.  Gildas  wrote  a  long  time  aftery  1m 
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/  enacted,  that  the  temples  of  the  gods,  as  also  cities^  should 
have  the  privilege  of  giving  sanctuary  and  protection  to  any 
fugitive  or  criminal,  that  should  flee  to  them  from  his  enemy. 
He  likewise  enacted,  that  the  ways  leading  to  thcfse  temples 
and  cities,  as  also  husbandman's  ploughs,  should  be  allowed 
the  same  privilege.  So  that  in  his  day,  the  murders  and 
cruelties  conmiitted  by  robbers  were  prevented,  and  every 
body  passed  safe  without  any  violence  offered  him.  At  last, 
after  a  reign  of  forty  years  spent  in  these  and  other  acts  of 
government,  he  die^  &Qd  was  buried  in  the  city  of  Trino- 
vantum,  near  the  temple  of  Concord,  which  he  himself  built, 
when  he  first  established  his  laws. 


BOOK  in. 

Chap.  L^Brennius  quarreU  wUh  Belintu  his  brother,  and  in  order  U 
make  war  agamet  Mm,  marries  the  daughter  rf  ^  ffing  tf  the  Nor- 
wegians. 

After  this  a  violent  quarrel  happened  between  his  two  sons 
Belinus  and  Brennius,  who  were  both  ambitious  of  succeed- 
ing to  the  kingdom.  The  dispute  was,  which  of  them  should 
have  the  honour  of  wearing  the  crown.  After  a  great  many 
sharp  conflicts  that  passed  between  them,  the  friends  of  both 
interposed,  and  brought  them  to  agree  on  the  division  of  the 
kingdom  on  these  terms:  that  Belinus  should  enjoy  the 
crown  of  the  island,  with  the  dominions  of  Loegria,  Earn- 
bria,  and  Cornwall  because,  according  to  the  Trojan  consti- 
tution, the  right  of  inheritance  would  come  to  him  as  the 
elder:  and  Brennius,  as  being  the  younger,  should  be  subject 
to  his  brother,  and  have  for  his  share  Northumberland^ 
which  extended  from  the  river  Humber  to  Caithness.  The 
covenant  therefore  being  confirmed  upon  these  conditions, 
they  ruled  the  country  &r  five  years  in  peace  and  justice. 
But  such  a  state  of  prosperity  could  not  long  stand  against 
the  endeavours  of  faction.  For  some  lying  incendiaries 
gained  access  to  Brennius  and  addressed  him  in  this  man* 
neri 
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^What  sluggish  spirit  has  possessed  you,  that  you  can 
bear  subjection  to  Belinus,  to  whom  by  parentage  and  blood 
you  are  equal ;  besides  your  experience  in  military  affairs^  '; 

which  you  have  gained  in  several  engagements,  when  you  so  f 

often  repulsed  Cheulphus,  general  of  the  Morini,  in  his  i 

inyasions  of  our  country,  and  drove  him  out  of  your 
kingdom?  Be  no  longer  bound  by  a  treaty  which  is  a 
reproach  to  y^u,  but  marry  the  daughter  of  Ebingius,  king 
of  the  Norwegians,  that  with  his  assistance  you  may  recover 
your  lost  dignity."  The  young  man,  inflamed  with  these  and 
the  like  specious  suggestions,  hearkened  to  them,  and  went 
to  Norway,  where  he  married  the  king's  daughter,  as  his 
flatterers  had  advised  him. 

Chap.  II.— ^Brtfnntttf'f  sea-fighi  with  Chiiehihlac,  king  of  the  Dacians 
ChUohihku)  and  Brenniui*$  wife  are  driven  athare  and  taken  bf 
BeUnue. 

Iv  the  meantime  his  brother,  informed  of  this,  was  violently 
incensed,  that  without  his  leave  he  had  presumed  to  act  thus 
against  him.  Whereupon  he  marched  into  Northumberland, 
and  possessed  himself  of  that  country  and  the  cities  in  it, 
which  he  garrisoned  with  his  own  men.  Brennius,  upon 
notice  given  him  of  what  his  brother  had  done.,  prepared  a 
fleet  to  return  to  Britain  with  a  great  army  of  Norwegians. 
But  while  he  was  under  sail  with  a  fair  wind,  he  was  over- 
taken by  Guichthlac,  king  of  the  Dadans,*  who  had  pursued 
binu  This  prince  had  been  deeply  in  love  with  the  young 
lady  that  Brennius  had  married,  and  out  of  mere  grief  and 
vexation  for  the  loss  of  her,  had  prepared  a  fleet  to  pursue 
Brennius  with  all  expedition.  In  the  sea-fight  that  happened 
on  this  occasion,  he  had  the  fortune  to  take  the  very  ship  in 
which  the  lady  was,  and  brought  her  in  among  his  com* 
panions.  But  during  the  engagement,  contrary  winds  aroee 
on  a  sudden,  which  brought  on  a  storm,  and  dispersed  the 
ships  upon  different  shores  :  so  that  the  king  of  the  Dacians, 
being  driven  up  and  down,  after  a  course  of  five  days, 
arrived  with  the  lady  at  Northumberland,  under  dreadful 
apprehensions,  as  not  knowing  upon  what  country  this 
unforeseen  casualty  had  thrown  Imn.  When  this  came 
to  be  known  to  the  country  people,  they  took  them  and 
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carried  them  to  Belinus,  who  was  upon  the  sea-coast^ 
n  expecting  the  arriyal  of  his  brother.     There  were  with 

I  Guichthlac's  ship  three  others,  one  of  which  had  belonged 

I  to  Brennius's  fleet.     As  soon  as  they  had  declared  to  the 

I  king  who  they  were,   he  was  overjoyed    at    this    happy 

accident,  while  he  was  endeayooring  to  reyenge  himself 

on  his  brother. 

Chap.  III. — BeHnu*  in  a  hatUe  rouU  BrentUut,  who  thereupon  fleee  to 

Gaul, 

A  FEW  days  after  appeared  Brennius,  with  his  fleet  again 
got  together,  and  arrived  in  Albania ;  and  having  received 
information  of  the  capture  of  his  wife  and  others,  and  that 
his  brother  had  seized  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland  in  ^ 

his  absence,  he  sent  his  ambassadors  to  him,  to  demand  the 
restitution  of  his  wife  and  kingdom  ;  and  if  he  refused  them, 
r ! '  to  declare  that  he  would  destroy  the  whole  island  from  sea  to 

I  sea,  and  kill  his  brother  whenever  he  could  come  to  aji 

engagement  with  him.  On  the  other  hand,  BeHnus  absolutely 

refused  to  comply  with  his  demands,  and  assembling  together 

the  whole  power  of  the  island,  went  into  Albania  to  give  him 

battle.    Brennius,  upon  advice  that  he  had  suflered  a  repulse, 

and  that  his  brother  was  upon  his  march  against  him, 

advanced  to  meet  him  in  a  wood  called  Calaterium,  in  order 

to  attack  him.     When  they  were  arrived  on  the  field  of 

battle,  each  of  them  divided  his  men  into  several  bodies,  and 

t  approaching  one  another,  began  the  fight     A  great  part 

I  of  the  day  was  spent  in  it,  because  on  both  sides  the  bravest 

I  men  were  engaged ;  and  much  blood  was  shed  by  reason 

of  the  fury  with  which  they  encountered  each  other.     St 

fgreat  was  the  slaughter,  that  the  wounded  fell  in  heaps,  likr 

I  standing  com  cut  down  by  reapers.     At  last  the  Britons 

^>revailing,  the  Norwegians  fled  with  their  shattered  troops 

to  their  ships,  but  were  pursued  by  Belinus,  and  killed 

without  mercy.     Fifteen  thousand  men  fell  in  the  battle,  nor 

were  there  a  thousand  of  the  rest  that  escaped  unhurt. 

I  Brennius  with  much  difficulty  securing  one  ship^  went  as 

I  fortune  drove  him  to  the  coasts  of  Gaul ;  but  the  rest  that 

i  attended  him,  were  forced  to  sculk  up  and  dcwn  wherever 

their  misfortunes  led  them. 
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CiiAF.  IV. — The  king  qf  Daeia,  tcilh  Brenmui*i  uf\fe,  is  released  out  of 

prison. 

BsuNUSy  after  this  victorj,  called  a  council  of  liis  nobility, 
to  advise  with  them  what  he  should  do  with  the  king  of  the 
DacianSy  who  had  sent  a  message  to  him  out  of  prison,  that 
he  would  submit  himself  and  the  kingdom  of  Dacia  to  him, 
and  also  pay  a  yearly  tribute,  if  he  might  have  leave  to 
depart  with  his  mistress.  He  offered  likewise  to  confirm  this 
covenant  with  an  oath,  and  the  giving  of  hostages.  When 
this  proposal  was  laid  before  the  nobility,  they  unanimously 
gave  their  assent  that  Belinus  should  grant  Guichthlac  his 
petition  upon  the  terms  offered.  Accordingly  he  did  grant 
it,  and  Guichthlac  was  released  from  prison,  and  returned 
with  his  mistress  into  Dacia. 

Chap*  Vt^BeRnus  revives  attd  confirms  the  MobnuHne  laws,  especMif 

aboui  the  highways, 

Belinus  now  finding  no  body  in  the  kingdom  of  Britain 
able  to  make  head  against  hun,  and  being  possessed  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  whole  island  from  sea  to  sea,  confirmed 
the  laws  his  father  had  made,  and  gave  command  for  a 
settled  execution  of  justice  through  his  kingdom.  But  above 
aU  things  he  order^  that  cities,  and  the  roads  leading  to 
them,  should  enjoy  the  same  privil^e  of  peace  that  Dunwallo 
had  established.  But  there  arose  a  controversy  about  the 
roads,  because  the  limits  determining  them  were  unknown, 
llie  king,  therefore,  willing  to  dear  the  law  of  all 
ambiguities,  summoned  all  the  workmen  of  the  island 
together,  and  commanded  them  to  pave  a  causeway  of 
atone  and  mortar,  which  should  run  the  whoSe  length 
of  the  island,  from  the  sea  of  Cornwall,  to  the  shores  of 
Caithness,  and  lead  directly  to  the  cities  that  lay  along  that 
extent.  He  commanded  another  to  be  made  over  the  breadth 
of  the  kingdom,  leading  from  Menevia,  that  was  situated  upon 
the  Demetian  Sea,  to  Hamo*s  Port,  and  to  pass  through  the 
inteijacent  cities.  Other  two  he  also  made  obliquely  though 
the  island,  for  a  passage  to  the  rest  of  the  dties.*  He  then 
eonfirmed  to  them  aU  honours  and  privileges,  and  prescribed 

*  This  Memi  to  be  a  iSidie  aooonnt  of  tho  Roman  roads  b 
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a  law  for  the  ponisliment  of  any  injury  committed  ui>on  them. 
But  if  any  one  is  curious  to  know  iJl  that  he  decreed  con- 
cerning them,  let  him  read  the  Molmutine  laws,  which  Gildas 
the  historian  translated  from  Britbh  into  Latin,  and  king 
Alfred  into  English. 

Crap.  YI. — Brenmus,  being  made  duke  of  the  AUobroges,  returns  U 

Britain  to  fight  with  hit  brother. 

While  Belinus  was  thus  reigning  in  peace  and  tranquillity, 
his  brother  Brennius,  who  (as  we  said  before)  was  driven 
upon  the  coasts  of  Gaul,  suffered  great  torments  of  mind* 
For  it  was  a  great  affliction  to  him  to  be  banished  from  his 
country,  and  to  have  no  power  of  returning  to  retrieve  his 
loss.  Being  ignorant  what  course  to  take,  he  went  among 
the  princes  of  Gaul,  accompanied  only  with  twelve  men ;  and 
when  he  had  related  his  misfortune  to  every  one  of  them,  but 
'••  could  procure  assistance  from  none,  he  went  at  last  to  S^- 

nus,  duke  of  the  AUobroges,  from  whom  he  had  an  honour 
able  reception.  During  his  stay  here,  he  contracted  such  an 
intimacy  with  the  duke,  that  he  became  the  greatest  favourite 
in  the  court.  For  in  all  affairs,  both  of  peace  and  war,  hf 
showed  a  great  capacity,  so  that  this  prince  loved  him  with 
a  paternal  affection.  He  was  besides  of  a  graceful  aspect^ 
tall  and  slender  in  stature,  and  expert  in  hunting  and  fowling, 
as  became  his  princely  birth.  So  great  was  the  friendship 
between  them,  that  the  duke  resolved  to  give  him  his  only 
daughter  in  marriage ;  and  in  case  he  himself  should  have 
no  male  issue,  he  appointed  him  and  his  daughter  to  succeed 
him  in  his  dukedom  of  the  AUobroges  after  his  death.  But 
if  he  should  yet  have  a  son,  then  he  promised  his  assistance 
to  advance  him  to  the  kingdom  of  Britain.  Neither  was 
this  the  desire  of  the  duke  only,  but  of  all  the  nobility  of 
his  court,  with  wh(Hn  he  had  very  much  ingratiated  himself. 
So  then  without  farther  delay  the  marriage  was  solemnized, 
and  the  princes  of  the  country  paid  their  homage  to  him,  as 
the  successor  to  the  throne.  Scarcely  was  the  year  at  an 
end  before  the  duke  died;  and  then  Brennius  took  his  oppor- 
tunity of  engaging  those  princes  of  the  country  firmly  in  his 
interest,  whom  before  he  had  obliged  with  his  friendship. 
And  this  he  did  by  bestowing  generr»usly  upon  them  the 
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duke's  treasure,  which  had  been  hoarded  up  from  the  tinicfl 
of  his  ancestors.  But  that  which  the  Allobroges  most 
esteemed  him  for,  was  his  sumptuous  entertainments,  and 
keeping  an  open  house  for  all. 

Chap.  YIL—BeRnui  and  Brenmut  being  made  friends  by  the  mediation 
^  their  mother,  propose  to  subdue  Oaut, 

When  he  had  thus  gained  universal  affection,  he  began  to 
consult  with  himself  how  he  might  take  revenge  upon  his 
brother  Belinus.  And  when  he  had  signified  his  intentions 
concerning  it  to  his  subjects,  they  unanimously  concurred 
with  him,  and  expressed  their  readiness  to  attend  him  to 
whatever  kingdom  he  pleased  to  conduct  them.  He  there- 
fore soon  raised  a  vast  army,  and  having  entored  into  a  treaty 
with  the  Gauls  for  a  free  passage  through  their  country  into 
Britain,  fitted  out  a  fleet  upon  the  coast  of  Neustria,  in  which 
he  set  sail,  and  with  a  fair  wind  arrived  at  the  island.  Upon 
hearing  the  rumour  of  his  coming,  his  brother  Belinus, 
accompanied  with  the  whole  strength  of  the  kingdom, 
marched  out  to  engage  him.  But  when  the  two  armies  were 
drawn  out  in  order  of  battle,  and  just  ready  to  begin  the 
attack,  Conwenna,  their  mother,  who  was  yet  living,  ran  in 
great  haste  through  the  ranks,  impatient  to  see  her  son,  whom 
she  had  not  seen  for  a  long  time.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  she 
had  with  trembling  steps  reached  the  place  where  he  stood, 
she  threw  her  arms  about  his  neck,  and  in  transports  kissed 
him;  then  uncovering  her  bosom,  she  addressed  herself  to 
him,  in  words  interrupted  with  sighs,  to  this  effect : — 

^  My  son,  remember  these  breasts  which  gave  you  suck, 
and  the  womb  wherein  the  Creator  of  all  things  formed  you, 
and  from  whence  he  brought  you  forth  into  the  world,  while 
I  endured  the  greatest  anguish.  By  the  pains  then  which  I 
suffered  for  you,  I  entreat  you  to  hear  my  request :  pardon 
your  brother,  and  moderate  your  anger.  You  ought  not  to 
revenge  yourself  upon  him  who  has  done  you  no  injury.  As 
for  what  you  complain  of, — ^that  you  were  banished  your 
country  by  him, — ^if  you  duly  consider  the  result,  in  strict- 
ness can  it  be  called  injustice  ?  He  did  not  banish  you  to 
make  your  condition  worse,  but  forced  you  to  quit  a  meaner 
that  you  might  attain  a  higher  dignitv.  At  first  you  en- 
joyed only  a  part  of  a  kingdom,  and  that  in  subjection  to  your 
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brother.  As  soon  as  you  lost  that,  you  became  his  equal,  by 
gainingthekingdomof  the  Allobroges.  What  has  he  then  done, 
but  nused  you  from  a  vassal  to  be  a  king  ?  Consider  farther, 
that  the  difference  between  you  began  not  through  him,  but 
through  yourself,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  king  of 
Norway,  raised  an  insurrection  against  him." 

Moved  by  these  representations  of  his  mother,  he  obeyed 
her  with  a  composed  mind,  and  putting  off  his  helmet  of  his 
own  accord,  went  straight  with  her  to  his  brother.  Belinus, 
seeing  him  approach  with  a  peaceable  countenance,  threw 
down  his  arms,  and  ran  to  embrace  him  ;  so  that  now,  with- 
out more  ado,  they  again  became  friends ;  and  disarming  their 
forces  marched  with  them  peaceably  together  to  Trinovantum. 
And  here,  after  consultation  what  enterprise  to  undertake, 
they  prepared  to  conduct  their  confederate  army  into  the 
provinces  of  Gktul,  and  reduce  that  entire  country  to  their 
subjection. 

Chap.  VIII. — Belinus  and  Brenniut,  tufler  >tie  oonqueii  qf  Gaul,  march 

toith  their  army  to  Borne. 

Thbt  accordingly  passed  over  into  Craul  the  year  after,  and 
began  to  lay  waste  that  country.  The  news  of  which  spread- 
ing through  those  several  nations,  all  the  petty  kings  of  the 
Franks  entered  into  a  confederacy,  and  went  out  to  fight 
against  them.  But  the  victory  falling  to  Belinus  and  Bren- 
nius,  the  Franks  fled  with  their  broken  forces  ;  and  the 
Britons  and  Allobroges,  elevated  with  their  success,  ceased 
not  to  pursue  them  till  they  had  taken  their  kings,  and  re- 
duced them  to  their  power.  Then  fortifying  the  cities  which 
they  had  taken,  in  less  than  a  year  they  brought  the  whole 
kingdom  into  subjection.  At  last,  after  a  reduction  of  all  the 
provinces,  they  marched  with  their  whole  army  towards 
Rome,  and  destroyed  the  cities  and  villages  as  they  passed 
through  Italy. 

Chap.  IX. — The  Bomant  make  a  covenant  toith  Brenniut^  but  afterwards 
break  it^for  which  reason  Borne  is  besieged  and  taken  by  Brennius. 

In  those  days  the  two  consuls  of  Rome  were  Grabius  and 
Porsena,*  to  whose  care  the  government  of  the  country  was 

*  The  absurdltj  of  describmg  Ponena  king  of  Etruria,  m  one  of  th« 
Boman  ooiifuli,  muat  be  apparent  to  eveiy  reader.    No  lets  evident  ii  it 
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committed.     When  thej  saw  that  no  nation  was  able  to 
withstand  the  power  of  Belinus  and  Brennius,  they  came, 
with  the  consent  of  the  senate  to  them,  to  desire  peace  and 
amity.     They  likewise  offered  large  presents  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute,  on  condition  that  they 
might  be  suffered  to  eiyoy  their  own  in  peace.     The  two 
kings  therefore,  taking  hostages  of  them,  yielded  to  their 
petition,  and  drew  back  their  forces  into  Germany.     While 
they  were  employing  their  arms  in  harassing  that  people, 
the  Romans  repented  of  their  agreement,  and  again  taking 
courage,  went  to  assist  the  Grermans.     Tliis  step  highly  en- 
raged the  kings  against  them,  who  concerted  measures  how 
to  carry  on  a  war  with  both  nations.     For  the  greatness  of 
the  Italian  army  was  a  terror  to  them.     The  result  of  their 
council  was,  that  Belinus  with  the  Britons  stayed  in  Ger- 
many, to  engage  with  the  enemy  there ;  while  Brennius  and 
his  army  marched  to  Rome,  to  revenge  on  the  Romans  their 
breach  of  treaty.     As  soon  as  the  Italians  perceived  their 
design,  they  quitted  the  Germans,  and  hastened  to  get  before 
Brennius,  in  his  march  to  Rome.    Belinus  had  intelligence 
of  it,  and  speedily  marched  with  his  army  the  same  night, 
and  possessing  himself  of  a  valley  through  which  the  enemy 
was  to  pass,  lay  hid  there  in  expectation  of  their  coming. 
The  next  day  the  Italians  came  in  full  march  to  the  place  ; 
but  when  they  saw  the  valley  glittering  with  the  enemy's 
armour,  they  were  struck  with  confusion,  thinking  Brennius 
and  the  Galli  Senones  were  there.    At  this  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, Belinus  on  a  sudden  rushed  forth,  and  fell  furiously 
upon  them  :  the  Romans  on  the  other  hand,  thus  taken  by 
surprise,  tied  the  field,  since  they  neither  were  armed,  nor 
marched  in  any  order.     But  Belinus  gave  them  no  quarter, 
and  was  only  prevented  by  night  coming  on,  from  making  a 
total  destruction  of  them.     With  this  victory  he  went  straight 
to  Brennius,  who  had  now  besieged  Rome  three  days.     Then 
joining  their  armies,  they  assaulted  the  city  on  every  side, 
and  endeavoured  to  level  the  walls :  and  to  strike  a  greater 
terror  into  the  besieged,  erected  gibbets  before  the  gates  of 
fte  city,  and  threatened  to  hang  up  the  hostages  whom  they 
4iad  given,  unless  they  would  surrender.    But  the  Romans^ 

4uii  the  whole  of  this  fictitioiis  account  is  founded  upon  the  knom  iaci 
«iaS  Home  was  taken  hj  the  Gauls  commanded  by  one  Brennos. 
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notliing  moved  by  the  sufferings  of  their  sons  and  relations, 
continued  inflexible,  and  r^olute  to  defend  themselves. 
Thej  therefore  sometimes  broke  the  force  of  the  enemy's  en- 
gines, bj  other  engines  of  their  own,  sometimes  repulsed 
them  from  the  walls  with  showers  of  darts.  This  so  incensed 
the  two  brothers,  that  they  commanded  four  and  twenty  of 
their  noblest  hostages  to  be  hanged  in  the  sight  of  their 
parents.  The  Romans,  however,  were  only  more  hardened 
at  the  spectacle,  and  having  received  a  message  from  Gabius 
and  Forsena,  their  consul^  that  they  would  come  the  next 
day  to  their  assistance,  they  resolved  to  march  out  of  the  dty^ 
and  give  the  enemy  battle.  Accordingly,  just  as  they  were 
ranging  their  troops  in  order,  the  consuls  appeared  with  their 
re-assembled  forces,  marching  up  to  the  attack,  and  ad- 
vancing in  a  close  body,  fell  on  the  Britons  and  Allobroges  by 
surprise,  and  being  joined  by  the  citizens  that  sallied  forth, 
killed  no  small  number.  The  brothers^  in  great  grief  to  see 
such  destruction  made  of  their  fellow  soldiers^  be^m  to  rally 
their  men,  and  breaking  in  upon  the  enemy  several  times, 
forced  them  to  retire.  In  the  end,  after  the  loss  of  many 
thousands  of  brave  men  on  both  sides,  the  brothers  gained 
the  day,  and  took  the  city,  not  however  till  Gabius  was  killed 
and  Forsena  taken  prisoner.  This  done^  they  divided  among 
their  men  all  the  hidden  treasure  of  the  city. 

Chap.  X. — Brenniut  oppresses  Italy  in  a  most  tsfrannieai  mmmer*    BeK^ 

nus  returns  to  BrUeAn, 

After  this  complete  victory,  Brennius  stayed  in  Italy, 
where  he  exerdsed  unheard-of  tyranny  over  the  people. 
But  the  rest  of  his  actions  and  his  death,  seeing  that  they 
are  given  in  the  Roman  histories,  I  shall  here  pass  over,  to 
avoid  prolixity  and  meddling  with  what  others  have  treated 
of^  which  is  foreign  to  my  design.  But  Belinus  returned  to 
Britain,  which  he  governed  during  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  peace ;  he  repaired  the  cities  that  were  falling  to  ruin,  and 
built  many  new  ones.  Among  the  rest  he  bmlt  one  upon 
the  river  Uske,  near  the  sea  of  the  Severn,  which  was  for  a 
long  time  called  Caerosc,  and  was  the  metropolb  of  Di- 
metia;*  but  after  the  invasion  of  the  Romans  it  lost  its 

•  JJewport,  the  prinqppl  towp  of  Swth  Wtlof. 
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first  name,  and  was  called  the  City  of  L^ons,  from  the 
Roman  legions  which  used  to  take  up  their  winter  quarters 
in  it  He  also  made  a  gate  of  wonde^ul  structure  in  Trino- 
rantum,  upon  the  bank  of  fhe  Thames,  which  the  citizens 
call  after  his  name  Billingsgate  to  this  daj.  Over  it  he  built 
a  prodigiously  large  tower,  and  under  it  a  haven  or  quay  for 
•liips.  He  was  a  strict  observer  of  justice,  and  re-established 
his  father's  laws  everywhere  throughout  the  kingdom.  In 
his  days  there  was  so  great  an  abundance  of  riches  among 
the  people,  that  no  age  before  or  after  is  said  to  have  shown 
the  like.  At  last,  when  he  had  finished  his  days,  his  body 
was  burned,  and  the  ashes  put  up  in  a  golden  urn,  whid^ 
they  placed  at  Trinovantum,  with  wonderful  art^  on  the  top 
of  the  tower  abovementioned. 

Chaf.  XL — €hirf/kimi  BraHruc^  sneeeeding  hit  fathgr  BeRn^t,  r$ihie$9 
JkiifO^  which  VMU  irymg  to  shake  off  hi$  poke* 

lis  was  succeeded  by  Gurgiunt  Brabtruc,  his  son,  a  sober 
prudent  prince,  who  followed  the  example  of  his  father  in  all 
his  actions,  and  was  a  lover  of  peace  and  justice.  When 
aome  neighbouring  provinces  rebdled  against  him,  inheriting 
with  them  the  bravery  of  his  father,  he  repressed  their  inso- 
lence in  several  fierce  battles,  and  reduced  them  to  a  perfect 
subjection.  Among  many  other  things  it  happened,  that  the 
ling  of  the  Dacians,  who  paid  tribute  in  his  father's  time, 
rcf^md  not  only  tribute,  but  all  manner  of  homage  to  him. 
This  he  seriously  resented,  and  passed  over  in  a  fieet  to 
Dacia,  where  he  harassed  the  people  with  a  most  cruel  war, 
slew  their  king,  and  reduced  tiie  country  to  its  former 
dependence. 


CuAP.  XIL — Ireland  it  given  to  be  inhabited  bg  the  Barckntet,  who  had 

b^n  baniAed  out  qf  Spain, 

At  that  time,  as  he  was  returning  home  from  his  conquest 
through  the  Orkney  islands,  he  found  thirty  ships  full  of  men 
and  women ;  and  upon  his  inquiring  of  them  the  occasion  of 
thdr  coming  thither,  their  leader,  named  Partholoim,  ap- 
proached him  in  a  respectful  and  submissive  manner,  and 
desired  pardon  and  peace,  telling  him  that  he  had  been  driven 
out  of  Spain,  and  was  sailing  round  those  seas  in  quest  of 
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a  habitation.  He  also  desired  some  small  part  of  Britain  to 
dwell  in,  that  they  might  put  an  end  to  their  tedious  wan- 
derings; for  it  was  now  a  year  and  a  half  since  he  had 
been  driven  from  his  country,  all  of  which  time  he  and  his 
company  had  been  out  at  sea.  When  Gurgiunt  Brabtruc 
understood  that  they  came  from  Spain,  and  were  called  Bar- 
clenses,  he  granted  their  petition,  and  sent  men  with  them  to 
Ireland,  which  was  then  wholly  uninhabited,  and  assigned  it 
to  them.  There  they  grew  up  and  increased  in  number,  and 
have  possessed  that  island  to  this  very  day.  Gurgiunt 
Brabtruc  after  this  ended  his  days  in  peace,  and  was  buried 
in  the  City  of  Legions,  which,  after  his  father's  death,  he 
ornamented  with  buildings  and  fortified  with  walls. 


CuxP.  XIII. — GuUhelin,  reigning  afler  Gurgiunt  Brablruo,  the  MarUmn 
law  it  instituted  by  Martia,  a  noble  woman. 

After  him  Guithelin  wore  the  crown,  which  he  enjoyed  all 
liis  life,  treating  his  subjects  with  mildness  and  affection, 
lie  had  for  his  wife  a  noble  lady  named  Martia,  accomplished 
in  all  kinds  of  learning.  Among  many  other  admirable  pro- 
ductions  of  her  wit,  she  was  the  author  of  what  the  BriV>n8 
call  the  Martian  law.  This  also  among  other  things  king 
Alfred  translated,  and  called  it  in  the  Saxon  tongue,  Pa 
Marchide  Lage.  Upon  the  death  of  Guithelin,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  remained  in  the  hands  of  this  queen 
and  her  son  Sisilius,  who  was  then  but  seven  years  old, 
a»id  therefore  unfit  to  take  the  government  upon  himself 
u*jue. 

Chap.  XIV. — Guithelin**  suceeisorg  in  the  kingdom* 

Fob  this  reason  the  mother  had  the  sole  management  of 
affairs  committed  to  her,  out  of  a  regard  to  her  great  sense 
nnd  judgment.  But  on  her  death,  Sisilius  took  the  crown 
and  government.  After  him  reigned  Kimarus  his  son,  to 
whom  succeeded  Danius  his  brother.  After  his  death  the 
cj-own  came  to  Mcrvidu!',  whom  he  had  by  his  concubine 
'i'angustela.  He  would  have  been  a  prince  of  extraordinary 
worth,  had  he  not  been  addicted  to  immoderate  cruelty,  «o 
iiu  that  in  his  anger  he  spared  nobody,  if  any  weapon 
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at  hand*  He  wns  of  a  graceful  afipect,  eztremdj  liberal, 
and  of  such  vast  strength  as  not  to  have  liis  match  in  the 
whole  kingdom. 

Chap.  XV. — Morvidui,  a  most  cruel  tyrant,  after  the  conquest  qf  the  king 
of  the  Marinif  U  devoured  by  a  monster. 

In  his  time  a  certain  king  of  the  Morini*  arrived  with  a 
great  force  in  Northumberland,  and  began  to  destroy  the 
country.  But  Morvidus,  with  all  the  strength  of  the  king- 
dom, marched  out  against  him,  and  fought  him.  In  this 
battle  he  alone  did  more  than  the  greatest  part  of  his  army, 
and  after  the  victory,  suffered  none  of  the  enemy  to  escape 
alive.  For  he  commanded  them  to  be  brought  to  him  one 
after  another,  that  he  might  satisfy  his  cruelty  in  seeing 
them  killed ;  and  when  he  grew  tired  of  this,  he  gave  orders 
that  they  should  be  flayed  alive  and  burned.  During  these 
and  other  monstrous  acts  of  cruelty,  an  accident  happened 
which  put  a  period  to  his  wickedness.  There  came  from  the 
coasts  of  the  Irish  sea,  a  most  cruel  monster,  that  was  con- 
tinually devouring  the  people  upon  the  sea-coasts.  As  soon 
as  he  heard  of  it,  he  ventured  to  go  and  encounter  it  alone ; 
when  he  had  in  vain  spent  all  his  darts  upon  it,  the  monster 
rushed  upon  him,  and  with  open  jaws  swallowed  him  up  like 
a  small  fish. 

Chap.  XYI. — Gorbonianf  a  most  Just  king  of  the  Britons. 

He  had  five  sons,  whereof  the  eldest,  Grorbonian,  ascended 
the  throne*  There  was  not  in  his  time  a  greater  lover  of 
justice  and  equity,  or  a  more  careful  ruler  of  the  people. 
The  performance  of  due  worship  to  the  gods,  and  doing  jus- 
tice to  the  common  people,  were  his  continual  employments. 
Through  all  the  cities  of  JBritain,  he  repaired  the  temples  of 
the  gods,  and  built  many  new  ones.  In  all  his  days,  the 
island  abounded  with  riches,  more  than  all  the  neighbouring 
countries.  For  he  gave  great  encouragement  to  husbandmen 
in  their  tillage,  by  protecting  them  against  any  injury  or  op- 
pression of  &eir  Icords ;  and  the  soldiers  he  amply  rewarded 
with  monejy  so  that  no  one  had  occasion  to  do  WKing  to  an< 

*  The  peopU)  who  lired  near  Bonkgati 
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other.  AmidBt  these  and  many  other  acts  of  his  innate 
goodness,  he  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  and  was  buried  at 
Trinovantmn. 

Chap.  XYlL—ArthfoUo  it  depoted  hy  the  Briionsy  and  it  tuceeeded  by 
'!  BMuft^  uiho  retUtret  him  agidn  Mt  kkngdom. 

|i  Afteb  him  Arthgallo,  his  brother,  was  dignified  with  the 

crown,  and  in  all  his  actions  he  was  the  very  reverse  of  his 
;;  brother.  He  everywhere  endeavoured  to  depress  the  nobility, 

\'-  and  advance  the  baser  sort  of  the  people*    He  plundered  the 

rich,  and  by  those  means  amassed  vast  treasures.    But  the 
I  nobUity,  disdaining  to  bear  his  tyranny  any  longer,  made  an 

I  insurrection  against  him,  and  deposed  him ;  and  then  advanced 

Elidure,  his  brother,  who  was  afterwards  sumamed  the  pious, 
on  account  of  his  commiseration  to  Arthgallo  in  distress.  For 
j  after  five  years'  possession  of  the  kingdom,  as  he  happened  to 

•  be  hunting  in  the  wood  Calaterium,  he  met  his  brother  that 

k|  had  been  deposed.    For  he  had  travelled  over  several  king- 

,1  doms,  to  desire  assistance  for  the  recovery  of  his   lost 

dominions,  but  had  procured  none*    And  bdng  now  no 
'  longer  able  to  bear  the  poverty  to  which  he  was  reduced, 

he  returned  back  to  Britain,  attended  only  by  ten  men,  with 
a  design  to  repair  to  those  who  had  been  formerly  his  friends. 
It  was  at  this  time,  as  he  was  passing  through  the  wood,  his 
brother  EHdure,  who  little  expected  it,  got  sight  of  him,  and 
forgetting  all  iiguries,  ran  to  hun,  and  affectionately  embraced 
him.  Now  as  he  had  long  lamented  his  brother's  affliction, 
he  carried  him  with  him  to  the  city  Aldud,  where  he  hid 
him  in  his  bed-chamber.  After  this,  he  feigned  himself 
sick,  and  sent  messengers  over  the  whole  kingdom,  to 
signify  to  all  his  prime  nobility  that  they  should  come  to 
visit  him.  Accordingly,  when  tiiey  were  all  met  together  at 
the  city  where  he  lay,  he  gave  orders  that  they  should  come 
into  his  chamber  one  by  one,  softly,  and  without  noise :  his 
pretence  for  which  was,  that  their  talk  would  be  a  disturb- 
ance to  his  head,  should  they  all  crowd  in  together.  Thus^ 
in  obedience  to  his  commands,  and  without  the  least  suspicion 
of  any  design,  they  entered  his  house  one  after  another.  But 
Elidure  had  given  charge  to  his  servants,  who  were  set  ready 
for  the  purpose^  to  take  each  of  them  as  tiiey  entered,  and  cut 
olF  theii  ha/Ast  unless  they  would  again  sulmiit  theniselves  to 


Arthgallo  Ids  brother.    Thus  did  he  with  every  one  of  them 

apart,  and  compelled  them,  through  fear,  to  be  reconciled  to 

Arthgallo.    At  last  the  agreement  being  ratified,  Elidure 

aonducted  Arthgallo  to  York,  where  he  took  the  crown  from  |i 

his  own  head,  and  put  it  on  thai  of  his  brother.    From  this 

act  of  extraordinary  affection  to  his  brother,  he  obtained  the 

•nmame  of  Pious.    Arthgallo  after  this  reigned  ten  years, 

and  made  amends  for  Us  former  mal-administration,  by 

pursuing  measures  of  an  entirely  opposite  tendency,  in 

depressing  the  baser  sort,  and   advancing  men  of  good 

birth ;  in  suffering  every  one  to  enjoy  his  own,  and  exer* 

dsing  strict  justice  towards  all  men.      At  last  sickness 

seizing  him,  he  died  and  was  buried  in  the  city  Kaerleir. 

Chap.  XVIII. — ERdurt  it  imprisoned  by  PeredurSt  qfler  whote  death  he 

ie  a  third  time  advanced  to  the  throne* 

Then  Elidure  was  again  advanced  to  the  throne,  and  restored 
to  his  former  dignity.  But  while  in  his  government  he 
followed  the  example  of  his  eldest  brother  Gorbonian,  in 
performing  all  acts  of  grace ;  his  two  remaining  brothers, 
Yigenius  and  Peredure,  raised  an  army,  and  made  war 
against  him,  in  which  they  proved  victorious ;  so  that  they 
took  him  prisoner,  and  shut  him  up  in  the  tower*  at 
Trinovantum,  where  they  placed  a  guard  over  him.  They 
then  divided  the  kingdom  betwixt  them  ;  that  part  which  is 
firom  the  river  Humber  westward  falling  to  Yigenius's  share, 
and  the  remainder  with  all  Albania  to  Peredure's.  After 
seven  years  Yigenius  died,  and  so  the  whole  kingdom  came 
to  Peiedure,  who  from  that  time  governed  the  people  with 
generosi^  and  mildness,  so  that  he  even  excelled  lus  other 
brothers  who  had  preceded  him,  nor  was  any  mention  now 
made  of  EHdure.  But  irresistible  fate  at  last  removed  him 
suddenly,  and  so  made  way  for  Elidure's  release  from  prison, 
and  advancement  to  the  throne  the  third  time  ;  who  finished 
the  course  of  his  life  in  just  and  virtuous  actions,  and  after 
death  left  an  example  of  piety  to  his  successors. 

*  The  tower  of  London  was  built  or  at  least  repaired  and  enlarged  bj 
William  Rofiia.  The  story  of  its  baring  been  ortginallj  constructed  1^ 
JiUias  Cesar  is  an  abenrd  fiction  inecoocilable  with  the  ComnMntarics  of 
IfealfsaeiaL    See  William  of  Mahnesbory,  p  341. 
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Chap.  XIX. — The  names  of  Elidure't  thirty-three  sucoessors* 

EuDXTRE  being  dead,  Grorbonian's  son  enjoyed  the  down, 
and  imitated  his  uncle's  wise  and  prudent  government. 
For  he  abhorred  tyranny,  and  practised  justice  and  mildness 
towards  the  people,  nor  did  he  ever  swerve  from  the  rule  of 
equity.  After  him  reigned  Margan,  the  son  of  Arthgallo, 
who,  being  instructed  by  the  examples  of  his  imm^Uate 
predecessors,  held  the  government  in  peace.  To  him 
succeeded  Enniaunus,  his  brother,  who  took  a  contrary 
course,  and  in  the  a^zth  year  of  his  reign  was  deposed, 
for  having  preferred  a  tyrannical  to  a  just  and  legal  admin- 
istration. In  his  room  was  placed  his  kinsman  Idwallo,  the 
son  of  Yigenius,  who,  being  admonished  by  Enniaunus's  ill 
success,  became  a  strict  observer  of  justice  and  equity.  To 
him  succeeded  Bunno^  the  son  of  Peredure,  whose  successor 
was  Greruntius,  the  son  of  Elidure.  After  him  reigned 
Catellus,  his  son ;  after  Catellus,  Coillus ;  after  CoUlus, 
Porrex;  after  Porrex,  Cherin.  This  prince  had  three 
sonSy  Fulgenius,  Eldadus,  and  Andragius,  who  all  reigned 
one  after  another.  Then  succeeded  Urianus,  the  son  of 
Andragius  ;  after  whom  reigned  in  order,  Eliud,  Cledaucus, 
Cletonus,  Guigintius,  Merianus,  Bleduno,  Cap,  Oenus, 
Sisilius,  Blegabred.  This  last  prince,  in  singing  and 
playing  upon  musical  instnunents,  exceUed  all  the  musicians 
that  had  been  before  him,  so  that  he  seemed  worthy  of  the 
title  of  the  God  of  Jesters.  After  him  reigned  Arthmail, 
his  brother ;  after  Arthmail,  Eldol ;  to  whom  succeeded  in 
order,  Bedion,  Rederchius,  Samuilpenissel,  Pir,  Capoir,  and 
Cligueillus  the  son  of  Capoir,  a  man  prudent  and  n^d  in  all 
his  actions,  and  who  above  all  things  made  it  his  business  to 
exercise  true  justice  among  his  people. 

Chap.  XX. — HeH*s  three  sons  ;  the  first  of  whom^  mjr.  Ludj  gives  nam$ 

to  the  city  of  London, 

Nbxt  to  him  succeeded  his  son  Heli,  who  reigned  forty 
years.  He  had  three  sons,  Lud,  Cassibellaun^*  and 
Nennius ;  of  whom  Lud,  being  the  eldest,  succeed  to 
the  kingdom  after  his  father's  death.    He  became  {kmous 

*  The  British  name  of  this  prince  is  probablj  Caswallon* 
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for  the  building  of  cities,  and  for  rebuilding  the  walls  of 
TrinoTantum,  which  he  also  surrounded  with  innumerable 
towers.  He  likewise  commanded  the  citizens  to  build 
houses,  and  all  other  kinds  of  structures  in  it,  so  that  no  city 
in  all  foreign  countries  to  a  great  distance  round  could 
show  more  beautiful  palaces.  He  was  withal  a  warlike 
man,  and  very  magnificent  in  his  feasts  and  public  enter- 
fainments.  And  though  he  had  many  other  cities,  yet  he 
loved  this  above  them  all,  and  resided  in  it  the  greater 
part  of  the  year ;  for  which  reason  it  was  afterwards 
called  Kaerlud,  and  by  the  corruption  of  the  word,  Caer- 
london ;  and  again  by  change  of  languages,  in  process 
of  time,  London ;  as  also  by  foreigners  who  arrived  here, 
and  reduced  this  country  under  their  subjection,  it  was 
called  Londres.  At  last,  when  he  was  dead,  his  body 
was  buried  by  the  gate  which  to  this  time  is  called  in 
the  British  tongue  after  liis  name,  Farthlud,*  and  in  the 
Saxon,  Ludesgata.  He  had  two  sons.  Androgens  and 
Tenuantius,  who  were  incapable  of  governing  on  account 
of  their  age :  and  therefore  their  uncle  Cassibellaun  was 
preferred  to  the  kingdom  in  their  room.  As  soon  as  he 
was  crowned,  he  began  to  display  his  generosity  and  magnifi- 
cence to  such  a  degree,  that  his  fame  reached  to  distant  king- 
doms  ;  which  was  the  reason  that  the  monarchy  of  the  whole 
kingdom  came  to  be  invested  in  him,  and  not  in  his 
nephews.  Notwithstanding  Cassibellaun,  from  an  impulse 
of  piety,  would  not  sufier  them  to  be  without  their  share 
in  the  kingdom,  but  assigned  a  large  part  of  it  to  them. 
For  he  bestowed  the  city  of  Trinovantum,  with  the  duke- 
dom of  Kent,  on  Androgeus  ;  and  the  dukedom  of  Cornwall 
on  Tenuantius.  But  he  himself,  as  possessing  the  crown, 
had  the  sovereignty  over  them,  and  all  the  other  princeii 
of  the  island. 

*  In  Lntin  Poria^Lu*!, 


/^ 


I' 


188  oKuKKitey  s  BiuTisa  bistort.  [mm  i*. 


BOOK  IV. 

CuAP.  I. — Julius  Cetsar  invades  BritaiH. 

About  this  time  it  happened,  (as  is  found  in  the  Bomaa 
histories,)  that  Julias  Caesar,  having  subdued  Graul,  came 
to  the  shore  of  the  Ruteni.  And  when  from  thence  he 
had  got  a  prospect  of  the  island  of  Britain,  he  inquired 
of  those  about  him  what  country  it  was,  and  what  people 
inhabited  it  Then  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the  ocean,  as 
soon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  name  of  the  kingdom 
and  the  people,  he  said :  *  '*  In  truth  we  Romans  and  the 
Britons  have  the  same  origin,  since  both  are  descended 
from  the  Trojan  race.  Our  first  father,  after  the  de- 
struction of  Troy,  was  ^neas ;  theirs,  Brutus,  whose 
father  was  Sylvius,  the  son  of  Ascanius,  the  son  of 
^neas.  But  I  am  deceived,  if  they  are  not  very  much 
degenerated  from  us,  and  know  nothing  of  the  art  of  war, 
k  since  they  live  separated  by  the  ocean  from  the  whole  world. 
They  may  be  easily  forced  to  become  our  tributaries,  and 
subjects  to  the  Roman  state.  But  before  the  Romans  oficr 
to  invade  or  assault  them,  we  must  send  them  word  that 
they  pay  tribute  as  other  nations  do,  and  submit  themselves 
I  to  the  senate  ;  for  fear  we  should  violate  the  ancient  nobility 

*  of  our  father  Friamus,  by  shedding  the  blood  of  our  kins- 

':  men."     All  which  he  accordingly  took  care  to  signify  in 

)  writing  to  Cassibellaun  ;  who  in  great  indignation  retume  1 

I  him  an  answer  in  the  following  letter. 

I 

j  Chat.  IL—Oaisibettaunus'^s  IsUer  to  Julius  Cksar. 

'  **  Cassibellattn,  king  of  the  Britons,  to  Caius  Julius  Cessar. 

We  cannot  but  wonder,  Csesar,  at  the  avarice  of  the  Roman 
people,  since  their  insatiable  thirst  for  money  cannot  let  us 
alone,  though  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  have  placed  us  in  a 
manner  out  of  the  world ;  but  they  must  have  the  presump- 
tion to  covet  our  substance,  which  we  have  hitherto  ei\joy^ 

I  *  It  it  ridiculous  to  fappote  tbat  Ccnr  mad  tmj  thing  of  the  kind,  for 

lie  knew  well  the  slender  historical  erldence  on  which  the  Trojen  ilor^ 
depended. 
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in  quiet  Neither  is  this  indeed  sufficient :  we  must  also 
choose  subjection  and  slavery  to  them,  before  the  enjojment 
of  our  native  liberty.  Tour  demand,  therefore,  Cassar,  is 
ftcandalous,  since  the  same  vein  of  nobility  flows  from  ^neas 
in  both  Britons  and  Romans,  and  one  and  the  same  chain  of 
c<msanguinity  unites  us  :  which  ought  to  be  a  band  of  firm 
union  and  friendship.  It  was  that,  which  you  should  have 
demanded  of  us,  and  not  slavery :  we  have  learned  to  admit 
of  the  one^  but  never  to  bear  the  other.  And  so  much  have 
we  been  accustomed  to  liberty,  that  we  are  perfectly  ignorant 
what  it  is  to  submit  to  slavery.  And  if  even  the  gods  them- 
Mflves  should  attempt  to  deprive  us  of  our  liberty,  we  would, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  resist  them  in  defence  of  it. 
Know  then,  Csesar,  that  we  are  ready  to  fight  for  that  and 
our  kingdom,  if^  as  you  threaten,  you  shall  attempt  to  invade 
Britain." 


CuAP.  III. — Casar  it  routed  by  Cauilcllaun, 

On  recdiving  this  answer,  Cesar  made  ready  his  fleet,  and 
waited  for  a  fair  wind  to  execute  his  threats  against  Cassi- 
bellaun.  As  soon  as  the  wind  stood  fair,  he  hoisted  his  sails, 
and  arrived  with  his  army  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Thames. 
The  ships  were  now  just  come  close  to  land,  when  Cassibel- 
laun  with  all  his  forces  appeared  on  his  march  against  them, 
and  coming  to  the  town  of  Dorobellum,  he  consulted  with  his 
nobility  how  to  drive  out  the  enemy.  There  was  present 
with  him-  Belinus,  general  of  his  army,  by  whose  counsel  the 
whole  kingdom  was  governed.  There  were  also  his  two 
nephews,  Androgeus,  duke  of  Trinovantum,  and  Tenuandus, 
duke  of  Cornwall,  together  with  three  inferior  kings,  Cridious, 
king  of  Albania,  Guerthaeth  of  Yenedotia,  and  Britael  of 
Dimetia,  who,  as  they  had  encouraged  the  rest  to  fight  the 
enemy,  gave  their  advice  to  march  directly  to  Caesar's  camp, 
and  drive  them  out  of  the  country  before  they  could  take  any 
city  or  town.  For  if  he  should  possess  himself  of  any  forti- 
fied places,  they  said  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  force  him 
out,  because  he  would  then  know  whither  to  make  a  retreat 
with  his  men.  To  this  proposal  they  all  agreed,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  the  shore  where  Julius  Cesar  had  pitched 
his  camp.  And  now  both  armies  drew  out  in  order  of  battle, 
and  b^an  the  fight,  wherein  both  bows  and  swords  ifverc 
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eniplojeil.     Immediately  the  wounded  fell  in  heaps  on  each 
side,  and  the  ground  was  drenched  with  the  blood  of  the 
slain,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  washed  with  the  sudden 
return  of  the  tide.     While  the  armies  were  thus  engaged,  it 
happened  that  Nennius  and  Androgens,  with  the  dtizens  of 
Canterbury  and  Trinovantum,  whom  Uiej  commanded,  had 
the  fortune  to  meet  with  the  troop  in  which  Caesar  him- 
self  was  present.    And  upon  an  assault  made,  the  general's 
cohort  was  very  nearly  routed  by  the  Britons  falling  upon 
them  in  a  close  body.     During  this  action,  fortune  gave 
Nennius  an  opportunity  of  encountering  Cnesar.     Nennius 
therefore  boldly  made  up  to  him,  and  was  in  great  joy  that 
he  could  but  give  so  much  as  one  blow  to  so  great  a  man. 
On  the  other  hand,  Ciesar  being  aware  of  his  design,  stretched 
out  his  shield  to  receive  him,  and  with  all  his  might  struck 
him  upon  the  helmet  with  Ids  drawn  sword,  which  he  lifted 
up  again  with  an  intention  to  finish  his  first  blow,  and  make 
it  mortal ;  but  Nennius  carefully  prevented  him  with  his 
shield,  upon  which  Caasar^s  sword  glancing  with  great  force 
from  the  helmet,  became  so  firmly  fastened  therein,  that  when 
by  the  intervention  of  the  troops  they  could  no  longer  con- 
tinue the  encounter,  the  general  was  not  able  to  draw  it  out 
again.    Nennius,  thus  becoming  master  of  Caesar's  sword, 
threw  away  his  own,  and  pulling  the  other  out,  made  haste 
to  employ  it  against  the  enemy.    Whomsoever  he  struck 
with  it,  he  either  cut  off  his  head,  or  left  him  wounded  with* 
out  hopes  of  recovery.     While  he  was  thus  exerting  himself 
he  was  met  by  Labienus,  a  tribune,  whom  he  killed  in  the 
very  banning  of  the  encounter.     At  last,  after  the  greatest 
part  of  file  day  was  spent,  the  Britons  poured  in  so  fast,  and 
made  such  vigorous  efforts,  that  by  the  blessing  of  God  they 
obtained  the  victory,   and  Caesar,  with  his  broken  forces^ 
retired  to  his  camp  and  fleet.     The  very  same  night,  as  soon 
as  he  had  got  his  men  together  again,  he  went  on  board  his 
fleet,  rejoicing  that  he  had  the  sea  for  his  camp.    And  upon 
his  companions  dissuading  him  from  continuing  the  war  any 
longe*,  he  acquiesced  in  their  advice,  and  returned  Ixick  to 
Oaul. 
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Chap.  lY.^Nenfutu,  the  brother  of  Cattibellaun,  heir^g  wounded  in 

battle  by  Casar,  dies, 

Cassibellaun,  in  joy  for  this  triumpli,  returned  solemn 
thanks  to  God ;  and  calling  the  companions  of  his  victory 
together,  amply  rewarded  every  one  of  them,  according  as 
they  had  distinguished  themselves.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
was  very  much  oppressed  with  grief  for  his  brother  Nennius, 
who  lay  mortally  wounded,  and  at  the  very  point  of  death. 
For  Caesar  had  wounded  him  in  the  encounter,  and  the  blow 
which  he  had  given  him  proved  incurable ;  so  that  fifteen 
days  after  the  battle  he  died,  and  was  buried  at  Trinovan- 
turn,  by  the  North  Gate.  His  funeral  obsequies  were  per- 
formed with  r^al  pomp,  and  Caesar's  sword  put  into  the 
tomb  with  him,  which  he  had  kept  possession  of,  when  struck 
into  his  shield  in  the  combat.  The  name  of  the  sword 
was  Crocea  Mors  (Yellow  Death),  as  being  mortal  to  every 
body  that  was  wounded  with  it. 

Chap.  Y.^-Qstar's  ingloriotis  return  to  Oaui, 

Afteb  this  flight  of  Csesar,  and  his  arrival  on  the  Gallic 
coast,  the  G^uls  attempted  to  rebel  and  throw  off  his  yoke. 
For  they  thought  he  was  so  much  weakened,  that  his  forces 
could  be  no  longer  a  terror  to  them.  Besides,  a  general 
rt  port  was  spread  among  them,  that  Cassibellaun  was  now 
out  at  sea  with  a  vast  fleet  to  pursue  him  in  his  flight ;  on 
which  account  the  Gauls,  growing  still  more  bold,  began  to 
think  of  driving  him  from  their  coasts.  Caesar,  aware  of 
their  designs,  was  not  willing  to  engage  in  a  doubtful  war 
with  a  tiei'ce  people,  but  rather  chose  to  go  to  all  their  first 
nobility  with  open  treasures,  and  reconcile  them  with  presents. 
To  the  common  people  he  promised  liberty,  to  the  dispos* 
pcssed  the  restitution  of  their  estates,  and  to  the  slaves  their 
freedom.  Thus  he  that  had  insulted  them  before  with  the 
fierceness  of  a  lion,  and  plundered  them  of  all,  now,  with 
the  mildness  of  a  lamb,  fawns  on  them  with  submissive 
abject  speeches,  and  is  glad  to  restore  all  again.  To  these 
acts  of  meanness  he  was  forced  to  condescend  till  he  had 
pacified  them,  and  was  able  to  regain  his  lost  power.  In  the 
meantime  not  a  day  passed  without  his  reflecting  upon  hid 
dlght|  and  the  victory  of  the  Britons. 
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Chap.  VI. — CauibeUaun  fwrmt  a  ttraiagmn  for  Mking  Ctt»mr*$  jAIjh; 

After  two  jcars  were  expired,  he  prepared  to  cross  the  sea 
again,  and  revenge  himself  on  GassibeUaun,  who  haying  in- 
tdligence  of  his  design,  everjwhere  fortified  his  cities,  re- 
paired the  ruined  walls,  and  placed  armed  men  at  all  the 
ports.  In  the  river  Thames,  on  which  Caasar  intended  to 
sail  up  to  Trinovantum,  he  caused  iron  and  leaden  stakes, 
each  as  thick  as  a  man's  thigh,  to  he  fixed  under  the  surface 
of  the  water,  that  Csssar's  ships  might  founder.  He  then 
assembled  all  the  forces  of  the  island,  and  took  up  his  quar« 
ters  with  them  near  the  sea-coasts,  in  expectation  of  the 
enemy's  coming. 

Chap.  VII. — CiB$ar  a  teeond  time  vanguiuhed  l^ff  the  Britom* 

After  he  had  furnished  himself  with  all  necessaries,  the 
Roman  general  embarked  with  a  vast  armj,  eager  to  revenge 
himself  on  a  people  that  had  defeated  him  ;  in  which  he  un- 
doubtedly would  have  succeeded,  if  he  could  but  have  brought 
his  fleet  safe  to  land ;  but  this  he  was  not  able  to  do.  For 
in  sailing  up  the  Thames  to  Trinovantum,  the  ships  struck 
against  the  stakes,  which  so  endangered  them  all  on  a  sudden^ 
that  many  thousands  of  the  men  were  drowned,  while  the 
ships  being  pierced  sank  into  the  river.  Gnsar,  upon  this, 
employed  all  his  force  to  shift  his  sails,  and  hastened  to  get 
back  again  to  land.  And  so  those  that  remained,  after  a 
narrow  escape,  went  on  shore  with  him.  Gassibellaun,  who 
was  present  upon  the  bank,  with  joy  observed  the  disaster  of 
the  drowned,  but  grieved  at  the  escape  of  the  rest ;  and  upon 
his  giving  a  signal  to  his  men,  made  an  attack  upon  the 
Romans,  who^  notwithstanding  the  danger  they  had  suffered 
in  the  river,  when  landed,  bravely  withstood  the  Britons ; 
and  having  no  other  fence  to  trust  to  but  their  own  courage, 
they  made  no  small  slaughter ;  but  yet  suffered  a  greater  loss 
themselves,  than  that  which  they  were  able  to  give  the  enemy. 
For  tiieir  number  was  considerably  diminished  by  their  loss 
in  the  river;  whereas  the  Britons  being  hourly  increased 
with  new  recruits,  were  three  times  their  number,  and  by 
that  advantage  defeated  them.  Gsesar,  seeing  he  ooold  nc 
longer  maintain  his  ground,  fled  with  a  small  U>dy  of  men  to 
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his  sliips,  and  made  the  sea  his  safe  retreat ;  and  as  the  wind 
stood  &ir,  he  hoisted  his  sails,  and  steered  to  the  shcure  of 
the  Morini.  From  thence  he  repaired  to  a  certain  tower, 
which  he  had  built  at  a  place  called  Odnea,  before  this  second 
expedition  into  Britain.  For  he  durst  not  trust  the  fickle- 
ness of  the  Gauls,  who  he  feared  would  fall  upon  him  a 
second  time,  as  we  have  said  already  they  did  Ij^ore,  after 
the  first  flight  he  was  forced  to  make  before  the  Britons. 
And  on  that  account  he  had  built  this  tower  for  a  refuge  to 
himself,  that  he  might  be  able  to  maintain  his  ground  against 
a  rebellious  people,  if  they  should  make  insurrection  against 
him* 


Chap.  VXIL — EreUnui  kilh  Hirelglat.  Androgeui detiret  Cmtai*»  assist- 

anee  against  Cassibellaun, 

Cassibellaun,  elevated  with  joy  for  this  second  victory, 
published  a  decree,  to  summon  all  the  nobility  of  Britain  with 
their  wives  to  Trinovantum,  in  order  to  perform  solemn 
sacrifices  to  their  tutelary  gods  who  had  given  them  the 
victory  over  so  great  a  commander.  Accordingly,  they  all 
appeared,  and  prepared  a  variety  of  sacrifices,  for  which 
there  was  a  great  ciaughter  of  cattle.  At  this  solemnity 
they  offered  forty  thousand  cows,  and  a  hundred  thousand 
sheep,  and  also  fowls  of  several  kinds  without  number,  be- 
sides thirty  thousand  wild  beasts  of  several  kinds.  As  soon 
as  they  had  performed  these  solemn  honours  to  their  gods, 
they  feasted  themselves  on  the  remainder,  as  was  usual  at 
sudi  sacrifices,  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  and  night  in 
various  plays  and  sports.  Amidst  these  diversions,  it  hap- 
pened that  two  noble  youths,  whereof  one  was  nephew  to  the 
long,  the  other  to  duke  Androgens,  wrestled  together,  and 
afterwards  had  a  dispute  about  the  victory.  The  name  of 
the  king's  nephew  was  Hirelglas,  the  other's  Evelinus.  As 
they  were  reproaching  each  other,  Evelinus  snatched  up  his 
sword  and  cut  off  the  head  of  his  rivaL  This  sudden  fas- 
ter put  the  whole  court  into  a  consternation,  upon  which  the 
king  ordered  Evelinus  to  be  brought  before  him,  that  he 
might  be  ready  to  undergo  such  punishment  as  the  nobility 
■hmild  determine,  and  that  the  death  of  Hirelglas  might  be 
revenged  upon  him,  if  he  were  uiyustly  killed.  Androgensi 
f  Q^wcting  the  king's  intentions,  made  answcir   ih^t  he  had 
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a  oourt  of  his  own,  and  that  whatever  should  be  alleged 
against  his  own  men,  ought  to  be  determined  there.  If, 
therefore,  he  was  resolved  to  demand  jostice  of  Evelinus,  he 
might  have  it  at  Trinovantum,  according  to  ancient  custom. 
Cassibellaun,  finding  he  could  not  attain  his  ends,  threatened 
Androgens  to  destroy  his  country  with  fire  and  sword,  if  he 
would  not  comply  with  his  demands.  But  Androgeus,  now 
mconsed,  scorned  all  compliance  with  him.  On  the  other 
hand,  Cassibellaun,  in  a  great  rage,  hastened  to  make  good 
his  threats,  and  ravage  the  country.  This  forced  Androgeus 
to  make  use  of  daily  solicitations  to  the  king,  by  means  of 
such  as  were  related  to  him,  or  intimate  with  him,  to  divert 
Ids  rage.  But  when  he  found  these  methods  ineffectual,  he 
b^an  in  earnest  to  consider  how  to  oppose  him.  At  last, 
when  all  other  hopes  failed,  he  resolved  to  request  assistance 
from  Cassar,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  him  to  this  effect : — 

'*  Androgens,  duke  of  Trinovantum,  to  Caius  Julius  Caesar, 
instead  of  wisldng  death  as  formerly,  now  wishes  health.  I 
repent  that  ever  I  acted  against  you,  when  you  made  war 
against  the  king.  Had  I  never  been  guilty  of  such  exploits, 
you  would  have  vanquished  Cassibellaun,  who  is  so  swollen 
with  pride  since  his  victory,  that  he  is  endeavouring  to  drive 
me  out  of  his  coasts,  who  procured  him  that  triumph.  Is 
this  a  fit  reward  for  my  services  ?  I  have  settled  him  in  an 
inheritance  ;  and  he  endeavours  to  disinherit  me.  I  have  a 
second  time  restored  him  to  the  kingdom :  and  he  endeavours 
to  destroy  me.  All  this  have  I  done  for  him  in  fighting 
against  you.  I  call  the  gods  to  witness  I  have  not  deserved 
his  anger,  unless  I  can  be  said  to  deserve  it  for  refusing  to 
deliver  up  my  nephew,  whom  he  would  have  condemned  to 
die  unjustly.  Of  which,  that  you  may  be  better  able  to 
judge,  hear  this  account  of  the  matter.  It  happened  that  for 
joy  of  the  victory  we  performed  solemn  honours  to  our 
tutelary  gods,  in  which  after  we  had  finished  our  sacrifices, 
our  youth  began  to  divert  themselves  with  sports.  Among 
the  rest  our  two  nephews,  encouraged  by  the  example  of  the 
others,  entered  the  lists  ;  and  when  mine  had  got  the  better, 
the  other  without  any  cause  was  incensed,  and  just  going  to 
strike  him  *.  but  he  avoided  the  blow,  and  taking  him  by  the 
hand  that  held  the  sword,  strove  to  wrest  it  from  him.  In 
this  struggle  the  king's  nephew  happened  to  fall  upon  tha 
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0word't  point,  and  dieJ  upon  the  spot  When  the  king  waa 
informetl  of  it,  he  commanded  me  to  deliver  up  the  youth, 
that  he  might  be  punished  for  murder.  I  refused  do  it ; 
whereupon  he  invaded  my  provinces  with  all  his  forces,  and 
has  given  me  very  great  disturbance ;  fljing,  therefore,  to 
your  clemency,  I  desire  your  assistance,  that  by  ycu  I  may 
be  restored  to  my  dignity,  and  by  me  you  may  gain  posses- 
sion of  Britain.  Let  no  doubts  or  suspicion  of  treachery  in 
this  matter  detain  you.  Be  influenced  by  the  common  motive 
of  mankind  ;  let  past  enmities  beget  a  desire  of  friendship  ; 
and  after  defeat  make  you  more  eager  for  victory." 

Chap.  IX* — CkutibeHaun^  being  put  to  flighty  and  besieged  by  Caear^ 

desires  peace, 

Cm&kRj  having  read  the  letter,  was  advised  by  his  friends 
not  to  go  into  Britain  upon  a  bare  verbal  invitation  of  the 
duke,  unless  he  would  send  such  hostages  as  might  be  for 
his  security.  Without  delay,  therefore.  Androgens  sent  his 
son  Scaeva  with  thirty  young  noblemen  nearly  related  to 
him.  Upon  delivery  of  the  hostages,  Caesar,  relieved  from 
his  suspicion,  reassembled  his  forces,  and  with  a  fair  wind 
arrived  at  the  port  of  £utupi.  In  the  meantime  Cassibellaun 
had  begun  to  besiege  Trinovantum  and  ravage  the  country 
towns ;  but  finding  that  Caesar  was  arrived,  he  raised  the 
siege  and  hastened  to  meet  him.  As  soon  as  he  entered  a 
valley  near  Dorobemia,*  he  saw  the  Roman  army  preparing 
their  camp :  for  Androgens  had  conducted  them  to  this  place, 
for  the  convenience  of  making  a  sudden  assault  upon  the  city. 
The  Romans,  seeing  the  Britons  advancing  towards  them, 
quickly  flew  to  their  arms,  and  ranged  themselves  in  several 
bodies.  The  Britons  also  put  on  their  arms,  and  placed 
themselves  in  their  ranks.  But  Androgens  with  five 
thousand  men  lay  hid  in  a  wood  hard  by,  to  be  ready  to 
assist  Caesar,  and  spring  forth  on  a  sudden  upon  Cassibellaun 
and  his  party.  Both  armies  now  approached  to  begin  the 
fight,  some  with  bows  and  arrows,  some  with  swords,  so  that 
much  blood  was  shed  on  both  sides,  and  the  wounded  fell 
down  like  leaves  in  autumn.  While  they  were  thus  engaged, 
Androgens  sallied  forth  from  the  wood,  and  fell  upon  tho 
rear  of  Cassibellaun*s  army,  upon  which  the  hopes  of  tba 
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battle  enUrely  depended.  And  now,  what  with  the  hreaeh 
which  the  Romans  had  made  through  them  just  beforei  what 
with  the  furious  irruption  of  their  own  countrymen^  they 
were  no  longer  ahle  to  stand  their  ground,  but  were  obliged 
with  their  broken  forces  to  quit  the  field.  Near  the  place 
stood  a  rocky  mountain,  on  the  top  of  which  was  a  thick 
hazel  wood.  Hither  Cassibellaun  fled  with  his  men  after  he 
found  himself  worsted  ;  and  having  climbed  up  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  bravely  defended  himself  and  killed  the 
pursuing  enemy.  For  the  Roman  forces  with  those  of 
Androgens  pursued  him  to  disperse  his  flying  troops,  and 
climbing  up  the  mountain  after  them  made  many  assaults, 
but  all  to  little  purpose  ;  for  the  rockiness  of  the  mountain 
and  great  height  of  its  top  was  a  defence  to  the  Britons,  and 
the  advantage  of  higher  ground  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  killing  great  numbers  of  the  enemy.  CiBsar  hereupon 
besieged  the  mountain  that  whole  night,  which  had  now 
overtaken  them,  and  shut  up  all  the  avenues  to  it ;  intending 
to  reduce  the  king  by  famine,  since  he  could  not  do  it  by 
iocce  of  anna^JSuch  was  the  wonderful  valour  of  the 
I  British  nation  in  those  times,  that  they  were  able  to  put 
'  the  conqueror  of  the  world  twice  to  flight ;  and  being  ready 
to  die  for  the  defence  of  their  country  and  liberty,  they,  even 
though  defeated,  withstood  him  whom  the  whole  world  could 
not  withstand.    Hence  Lucan  in  their  praise  says  of  Cssar, 

*^  Territa  qiuMtii  oitendit  terga  BriUuuuB.** 

With  pride  he  sought  the  Britons,  but  when  found. 
Dreaded  their  force,  and  fled  the  hostile  ground* 

Two  days  were  now  passed,  when  Cassibellaun  having 
consumed  all  his  provision,  feared  famine  would  oblige  him 
to  surrender  himsdf  prisoner  to  Ceraar.  For  this  reason  he 
sent  a  message  to  Androgens  to  make  his  peace  with  Julius, 
lest  the  honour  of  the  nation  might  suffer  by  his  being  taken 
prisoner.  He  likewise  represented  to  him,  that  he  did  not 
deserve  to  be  pursued  to  death  for  the  annoyance  which  he 
had  given  him.  As  soon  as  the  messengers  had  told  this  to 
Androgens,  he  made  answer: — '^That  prince  deserves  not 
to  be  loved,  who  in  war  is  mild  as  a  lainb^  but  in  peace  cmd 
as  a  Hon.    Te  gods  of  heaven  and  earUi !    Does  mj  kri 
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then  condescend  to  entreat  me  now,  whom  before  he  took 
upon  him  to  command  ?  Does  he  desire  to  be  reconciled  and 
make  his  submission  to  Ctesar,  of  whom  Csssar  himself  had 
before  desired  peace?  He  ought  therefore  to  have  con- 
sidered, that  he  who  was  able  to  drive  so  great  a  commander 
out  of  the  kingdom,  was  able  also  to  bring  him  back  again. 
I  ought  not  to  have  been  so  unjustly  treated,  who  had  then 
done  him  so  much  service,  as  well  as  now  so  much  injury. 
He  must  be  mad  who  either  injures  or  reproaches  his  fellow 
soldiers  bj  whom  he  defeats  the  enemj.  The  victory  is  not 
the  commander's,  but  theirs  who  lose  their  blood  in  fighting 
for  him.  However,  I  will  procure  him  peace  if  I  can,  for 
the  injury  which  he  has  done  me  is  sufficiently  revenged 
apon  him,  since  he  sues  for  mercy  to  me." 


Ciup.  X. — Androgen's  speech  to  Catan 

Androoeds  after  this  went  to  Csesar,  and  after  a  respectful 
salutation  addressed  him  in  this  manner: — "You  have 
sufficiently  revenged  yourself  upon  Cassibellaun ;  and  now 
let  clemency  take  place  of  vengeance.  What  more  is  there 
to  be  done  than  that  he  make  his  submission  and  pay  tribute 
to  the  Roman  state?"  To  this  Caesar  returned  him  no 
answer :  upon  which  Androgens  said  again ;  "  My  whole 
engagement  with  you,  Caesar,  was  only  to  reduce  Britain 
under  your  power,  by  the  submission  of  Cassibellaun. 
Behold  !  Cassibellaun  is  now  vanquished,  and  Britain  by  my 
assistance  become  subject  to  you.  What  further  service  do 
I  ewe  you  ?  Grod  forbid  that  I  should  suffer  my  sovereign, 
who  sues  to  me  for  peace,  and  makes  me  satisfaction  for  the 
injury  which  he  has  done  me,  to  be  in  prison  or  in  chains. 
It  is  no  easy  matter  to  put  Cassibellaun  to  death  while  I 
have  life ;  and  if  you  do  not  comply  with  my  demand,  I 
shall  not  be  ashamed  to  give  him  my  assistance."  Caesar, 
alarmed  at  these  menaces  of  Androgens,  was  forced  to 
comply,  and  entered  into  peace  with  Cassibellaun,  on 
condition  that  he  should  pay  a  yearly  tribute  of  three 
thousand  pounds  of  silver.  So  then  Julius  and  Cassibellaun 
60m  this  time  became  Mends,  and  made  presents  to  each 
fCher.     After  this,   Cassar  wintered  in  Britain,  and  the 
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following  spring  returned  into  Gaul.*  At  length  Le 
assemblol  all  his  forces,  and  marched  towards  Rome 
against  Fompej. 

Chap.  XI. — Tenuantius  is  made  king  of  Britain  after  Camhellaun, 

Aftkb  seven  years  had  expired,  Gassibellaun  died  and  was 
buried  at  York.  He  was  succeeded  by  Tenuantius,  duke  of 
Cornwall,  and  brother  of  Androgens :  for  Androgeus  was 
gone  to  Rome  with  Csesar.  Tenuantius  therefore,  now 
wearing  the  crown,  governed  the  kingdom  with  diligence. 
He  was  a  warlike  man,  and  a  strict  observer  of  justice. 
After  him  Kymbelinus  his  son  was  advanced  to  the  throne, 
being  a  great  soldier,  and  brought  up  by  Augustus  Caesar. 
He  had  contracted  so  great  a  friendship  with  the  Romans, 
that  he  fireely  paid  them  tribute  when  he  might  have  very 

*  *^  Cffsar's  expedition  against  the  Britons  was  of  singular  boldness ;  for 
he  was  the  first  who  proceeded  with  a  fleet  to  the  Western  Ocean,  and 
sailed  over  the  Atlantic  Sea,  conducting  an  army  to  war ;  and  being 
desirous  of  possessing  an  island,  for  its  size  hardly  believed  in,  and  giving 
occasion  for  mnch  controversy  to  various  writers,  as  if  a  name  and  a  tale 
had  been  invented  of  a  place  which  never  had  been  nor  was  yet  in 
existence,  he  advanced  the  dominion  of  the  Romans  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  known  world  ;  and  having  twice  sailed  over  to  the  island  from  the 
opposite  coast  of  Gaul,  and  having  rather  worsted  his  enemies  in  manr 
battles,  than  advantaged  his  own  soldiers,  for  there  was  nothmg  worth 
taking  from  men  who  had  a  bare  subsistence  and  were  poor,  he  terminated 
the  war  not  in  the  way  he  wished  ;  but  taking  hostages  from  the  king,  and 
appointing  tributes,  he  departed  from  the  island.*' — Plutarch.  This  is  the 
language  of  a  writer  favourable  to  the  reputation  of  Caesar,  and  may  teach 
us  how  worthless  are  the  old  British  or  rather  Welsh  legends  in  comparison 
with  the  classic  historians. 

But  the  classic  historians  deal  sometimes  in  fables.  Witnen  the 
following  quotation  from  Polysnus : 

*^  Caesar  attempting  to  pass  a  large  river  in  Britain,  Cossclaulus,  king  of 
the  Britons,  obstructed  him  with  many  horsemen  and  chariots.  Caesar  had 
in  his  train  a  very  large  elephant,  an  animal  hitherto  unseen  by  the  Britons. 
Having  armed  him  with  scales  of  iron,  and  put  a  large  tower  upon  him,  and 
placed  therein  archers  and  slingers,  he  ordered  them  to  enter  the  stream. 
The  Britons  were  amazed  at  beholding  a  beast  till  then  unseen,  and  of  an 
extraordinary  nature.  As  to  the  horses,  what  need  to  write  of  them  t  since 
even  among  the  Greeks,  horses  fly  on  seeing  elephants  even  without  bamesB, 
but  thus  towered  and  armed,  and  casting  darts  and  sUnging,  they  could  not 
endure  even  to  look  upon  the  sight  The  Britons  therefore  fled  wiUi  tbeit 
hncsee  and  chariots.  Thus  the  Romans  passed  the  rirer  without  moM»* 
lion,  bavirg  terrified  the  enemy  by  a  single  animal," 
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well  refused  it  In  his  days  was  bom  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
by  whose  precious  blood  mankind  was  redeemed  from  the 
devil,  under  whom  they  had  been  before  enslaved. 

Chap.  XIL — Upon  GuideriusU  refuting  to  pay  tribute  to  the  JHomaru, 

Ctaudiu*  Casar  invades  Britain* 

Ktkbbunus,  when  he  had  governed  Britain  ten  years,  begat 
two  sons,  the  elder  named  Guiderius,  the  other  Arviragus. 
After  his  death  the  government  fell  to  Guiderius.  This 
prince  refused  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Itomans ;  for  which  reason 
Claudius,  who  was  now  emperor,  marched  against  him.  He 
was  attended  in  this  expedition  by  the  commander  of  his 
army,  who  was  called  in  the  British  tongue,  Leuis  Hamo,  by 
whose  advice  the  following  war  was  to  be  carried  on.  This 
man,  therefore,  arriving  at  the  city  of  Portcestre,  [Portches- 
ter,]  began  to  block  up  the  gates  with  a  wall,  and  denied  the 
citizens  all  liberty  of  passing  out.  For  his  design  was  either 
to  reduce  them  to  subjection  by  famine,  or  kill  them  without 
mercy. 

Chap.  XIII. — Leuie Hamo^a  Roman^  hyimhediremehgry kills  Guiderius. 

GuiDERins,  upon  the  news  of  Claudius's  coming,  assembled 
all  the  soldiery  of  the  kingdom,  and  went  to  meet  the  Roman 
army.  In  the  battle  that  ensued,  he  began  the  assault  with 
great  eagerness,  and  did  more  execution  with  his  own  sword 
than  the  greater  part  of  his  army.  Claudius  was  now  on 
the  point  of  retreating  to  his  ships,  and  the  Bomans  very 
nearly  routed,  when  the  crafty  Hamo,  throwing  aside  his  own 
armour,  put  on  that  of  the  Britons,  and  as  a  Briton  fought 
against  Ms  own  men.  Then  he  exhorted  the  Britons  to  a 
vigorous  assault,  promising  them  a  speedy  victory.  For  he 
had  learned  their  language  and  manners,  having  been  edu- 
cated among  the  British  hostages  at  Rome.  By  these  means 
he  approached  by  little  and  little  to  the  king,  and  seizing  a 
favourable  jopportunity,  stabbed  him  while  under  no  appre- 
hension  of  danger,  and  then  escaped  through  the  enemy's 
ranks  to  return  to  his  men  with  the  news  of  his  detestable 
exploit.  But  Arviragus,  his  brother,  seeing  him  killed, 
forthwith  put  off  his  own  and  put  on  his  brother's  habiliments, 
and,  as  if  he  had  been  Guiderius  himself,  encouraged  the 
Britons  to  stand  their  ground.    Accorditigly,  as  they  knew 


150  GlEOl^FftBT'd  BHITISH  HlBTOfir.  [tooit  ir. 

nothing  of  the  king's  disaster,  they  made  a  vigorous  resist* 
ance,  fought  eourageously,  and  killed  no  small  number  of  tha 
enemy.  At  last  the  Romans  gave  ground,  and  dividing 
themselves  into  two  bodies,  basely  quitted  the  field.  Cffisar 
with  one  part,  to  secure  himself,  retired  to  his  ships  ;  but 
Hamo  fled  to  the  woods,  because  he  had  not  time  to  get 
to  the  ships.  Arviragus,  therefore,  thinking  that  Claudius 
fled  along  with  him,  pursued  him  with  all  speed,  and  did  not 
leave  off  harassing  him  from  place  to  place,  till  he  overtook 
him  upon  a  part  of  the  sea-coast,  which,  from  the  name  of 
HamO)  is  now  called  Southampton.  There  was  at  the  same 
place  a  convenient  haven  for  ships,  and  some  merchant-ships 
at  anchor.  And  just  as  Hamo  was  attempting  to  get  on 
board  them,  Arviragus  came  upon  him  unawares,  and  forth- 
with killed  him.  And  ever  since  that  time  the  haven  has 
been  called  Hamo's  port. 

CnAP.  XIV. — Arviragus,  king  qf  Brilatn,  makes  his  submission  to  CtaU" 
diuSf  who  with  his  assistance  conquers  the  Orknep  islands, 

Ik  the  meantime,  Claudius,  with  his  remaining  forces, 
assaulted  the  city  above  mentioned,  which  was  then  called 
Kaerperis,  now  Portcestre,  and  presently  levelled  the  walls, 
and  having  reduced  the  citizens  to  subjection,  went  after 
Arviragus,  who  had  entered  Winchester.  Afterwards  he 
besieged  that  city,  and  employed  a  variety  of  engines  against 
it.  Arviragus,  seeing  himself  in  these  straits,  called  his 
troops  together,  and  opened  the  gates,  to  march  out  and  give 
him  battle.  But  just  as  he  was  ready  to  begin  the  attack, 
Claudius,  who  feared  the  boldness  of  the  king,  and  the 
bravery  of  the  Britons,  sent  a  message  to  him  wiik  a  propo- 
sal  of  peace  ;  choosing  rather  to  reduce  them  by  wisdom  and 
policy,  than  run  the  hazard  of  a  battle.  To  this  purpose  he 
oflered  a  reconciliation  with  him,  and  promised  to  give  him 
his  daughter,  if  he  would  only  acknowledge  the  kingdom  of 
Britain  subject  to  the  Roman  state.  The  nobility  hereupon 
persuaded  him  to  lay  aside  thoughts  of  war,  and  be  content 
with  Claudius's  promise ;  representing  to  him  at  the  same  time, 
that  it  was  no  disgrace  to  be  subject  to  the  Romans,  who  en- 
joyed the  empire  of  the  whole  world.  By  these  and  many 
other  arguments  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  hearken  to  their 
•dvioe^  and  make  his  submission  to  Cnsar.    Afler  which 
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Claudius  sent  to  Rome  for  his  daughter,  and  then,  with  the 
assistance  <^  Arviragus,  reduced  the  Orkney  and  the  proTin- 
dal  islands  to  his  power.* 

Chap.  XY^i—Claudiut  pivei  hit  daughter  (hntdtmfof  a  mfe  to  Arvk^* 

fuif  and  retumt  to  Rome* 

As  soon  as  the  winter  was  over,  tho<«e  that  were  sent  for 
Claudius's  daughter  returned  witli  her,  and  presented  her  to 
her  father.  The  damsel's  name  was  Genuissa,  and  so  great 
was  her  beauty,  that  it  raised  the  admiration  of  all  that  saw 
her.  After  her  marriage  with  the  king,  she  guned  so  great 
an  ascendant  over  his  affections,  that  he  in  a  manner  T^ued 
nothing  but  her  alone :  insomuch  that  he  was  desirous  to 
liave  the  place  honoured  where  the  nuptials  were  solemnized, 
and  moved  Claudius  to  build  a  city  upon  it,  for  a  monument 

*  Qattdiut  nerer  iru  in  Orkney;  he  spent  only  lixteen  dart  altogether 
in  Britain.  Of  certain  sacred  isles  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Britain,  Plu- 
tarch gires  the  following  account,  showing  how  little  the  Greeks  knew  of 
Britain  eighty  years  after  the  reign  of  daudius ; 

*<  A  short  time  before  CallistFatus  celebrated  the  Pythian  games,  two  holy 
men  from  the  opposite  parts  of  the  habitable  earth  came  to  us  at  Delphos, 
Demetrius  the  grammarian  from  Britain,  returning  home  to  Tarsus,  and 
Cleombrotus  the  Laoedomonian.  •  •  • .  But  Demetrius  said,  that  there  are 
many  desert  islands  scattered  around  Britain,  some  of  which  hate  the  name 
of  being  the  islands  of  genii  and  heroes :  that  he  had  been  sent  by  the 
emperor,  for  the  sake  of  describing  and  viewing  them^  to  that  which  lay 
nearest  to  the  desert  isles,  and  which  had  but  few  inhabitants  ;  all  of  whom 
were  esteemed  by  the  Britons  sacred  and  inriolable.  Very  soon  afrer  his 
arrinU  (here  was  great  turbulence  in  the  air,  and  many  portentous  stonns  ; 
the  winds  became  tempestuous,  and  fienr  whiriwinds  lusned  forth.  When 
these  ceased,  the  islanders  said  that  the  departure  of  some  one  of  the 
superior  genH  had  taken  place.  For  as  a  light  when  burning,  say  they,  has 
nothing  dnagreeable,  but  when  extinguished  is  offensiTe  to  many  ;  so  like- 
wise lofty  srarits  aflbrd  an  illumination  benignant  and  mild,  but  their  ex- 
tinction and  destruction  frequently,  as  at  the  present  moment,  excite  winds 
and  storms,  and  often  infect  the  atmosphere  with  pestilential  evils.  More- 
over, that  there  was  one  island  there,  wherein  Saturn  was  confined  by 
Briareus  in  deep :  for  that  sleep  had  been  devised  for  his  bonds ;  and  that 
aronad  him  were  many  genii  as  his  companions  and  attendants. 

^  Aadeinades  asserts,  that  after  their  thirtieth  year  the  Ethiopians,  bdng 
icordbed  by  the  sun,  quickly  grow  old,  in  consequence  of  their  bodies  being 
overheated ;  whereas  in  Britein  they  advance  to  an  hundred  and  twenty 
year%  in  consequence  of  the  coldneai  of  the  phice  and  their  rstafaiing 
«i^  themsdves  the  vital  heat:  fof  the  bodies  of  the  Ethiopians  are  mor« 
•lender  from  theb  being  relaxed  by  the  sun,  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  tlif 
aoith  an  thick  tsl  in  their  penons,  and  on  this  account  longer  lived.** 
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to  posterity  of  so  great  and  happy  a  marriage.  Claudius 
ccHisented  to  it^  and  commanded  a  city  to  be  built^  which  after 
his  name  is  called  Elaerglou,  that  is  Gloucester,  to  this  day, 
and  is  situated  on  the  confines  of  Dimetia  and  Loegria,  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Severn.  But  some  say  that  it  derived  ita 
name  from  Duke  Gloius,  a  son  that  was  bom  to  Claudius 
there,  and  to  whom,  after  the  death  of  Arviragus,  fell  the 
dukedom  of  Dimetia.  The  city  being  finished,  and  the  island 
now  enjoying  peace,  Claudius  returned  to  Rome,  leaving  to 
Arviragus  the  government  of  the  British  islands.  At  the 
same  time  the  apostle  Peter  founded  the  Church  of  Antioch ; 
and  afterwards  coming  to  Rome,  was  bishop  there,  and  sent 
Mark,  the  evangelist,  into  Egypt  to  preach  the  gospel  which 
he  had  written. 

Chap.  XVI. — Arviragus  revoUtng  from  the  Romant,  Vetpasian  is  seni 

into  Britain, 

Aftsr  the  departure  of  Claudius,  Arviragus  began  to  show 
his  wisdom  and  courage,  to  rebuild  cities  and  towns,  and  to 
exercise  so  great  authority  over  his  own  people,  that  he  be* 
came  a  terror  to  the  kings  of  remote  countries.  But  this  so 
elevated  him  with  pride  that  he  despised  the  Roman  power, 
disdained  any  longer  subjection  to  the  senate,  and  assumed 
to  himself  the  sole  authority  in  every  thing.  Upon  this  news 
Vespasian  was  sent  by  Claudius  to  procure  a  reconciliation 
with  Arviragus,  or  to  reduce  him  to  the  subjection  of  the 
Romans.  When,  therefore,  Vespasian  arrived  at  the  haven 
of  Rutupi,*  Arviragus  met  him,  and  prevented  his  entering 
the  port.  For  he  brought  so  great  an  army  along  with  him, 
that  the  Romans,  for  fear  of  his  falling  upon  them,  durst  not 
come  ashore.  Vespasian  upon  this  withdrew  from  that  port, 
and  shifting  his  sails  arrived  at  the  shore  of  Totness.  As 
soon  as  he  was  landed,  he  marched  directly  to  besiege  Kaer- 
penhuelgoit,  now  Exeter;  and  after  Ijing  before  it  seven 
days,  was  overtaken  by  Arviragus  and  his  army,  who  gave 
him  battle.  That  day  great  destruction  was  made  in  both 
armies,  but  neither  got  the  victory.  The  next  morning,  by 
the  mediation  of  queen  Grenuissa,  the  two  leaders  were  made 
firiends,  and  sent  their  men  over  to  Ireland.  As  soon  as 
winter  wm  over,  Vespasian  returned  to  Rome,  bat  Ar?i 

*  Bichborouglw 
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nguB  continued  still  in  Britain.  Aflerwards,  when  he  grew 
old^  be  b^^  to  show  much  respect  to  the  senate,  and  to 
govern  his  kingdom  in  peace  and  tranquillitj.  He  confirmed 
the  old  laws  of  his  ancestors,  and  enacted  some  new  ones, 
and  made  very  ample  presents  to  all  persons  of  merit.  So 
that  his  fame  spread  over  all  Europe,  and  he  was  both  loved 
and  feared  bj  die  Romans,  and  became  the  subject  of  their 
discourse  more  than  any  king  in  his  time.  Hence  Juvenal 
relates  how  a  certain  blind  man,  speaking  of  a  turbot  that 
was  taken,  said : — 

**  Regem  aliquem  capies,  aut  de  temone  Britanno 
Deddet  Arviragua."* 

Anriiagus  shall  from  his  chariot  fall. 

Or  thee  his  lord  some  captive  king  liiall  call. 

In  war  none  was  more  fierce  than  he,  in  peace  none  more 
mild,  none  more  pleasing,  or  in  his  presents  more  magnificent 
When  he  had  finished  his  course  of  life,  he  was  buried  at 
Gloucester,  in  a  certain  temple  which  he  had  built  and 
dedicated  to  the  honour  of  Claudius.! 

Chap.  XVII. — Bodric^  leader  qf  the  Picis,  is  vanquished  by  Marius. 

I£is  son  Marius,  a  man  of  admirable  prudence  and  wisdom, 
succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom.  In  his  reign  a  certain  king 
of  the  Picts,  named  Bodric,  came  from  Scythia  with  a  great 
fleet,  and  arrived  in  the  north  part  of  Britain,  which  is  called 
Albania,  and  began  to  ravage  that  country.  Marius  there- 
fore raising  an  army  went  in  quest  of  him,  and  killed  him  in 
battle,  and  gained  the  victory  ;  for  a  monument  of  which  he 
set  up  a  stone  in  the  province,  which  from  his  name  was 
afterwards  called  Westmoreland,  where  there  is  an  inscription 
retaining  his  memory  to  this  day.  He  gave  the  conquered 
people  that  came  with  Eodric  liberty  to  inhabit  that  part 
of  Albania  which  is  called  Caithness,  that  had  been  a  long 
time  desert  and  uncultivated.    And  as  they  had  no  wives^ 

•  Juven.  Sat.  iv.  26. 

f  Although  this  nanratiTe  of  the  reign  of  Arviragus  is  purelj  imagiiu* 
life,  yet  it  is  not  impossible  that  Gloncester  may  have  beoi  a  itatioa 
fMDMM  by  Qandiufl^  and  hence  called  Claudii  Caa^um,  or  Gter  Qiao* 
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they  denired  to  have  the  daughters  and  kinswomen  of  tht 
Britons.  But  the  Britons  refused,  disdaining  to  unite  with 
such  a  people.  Having  suffered  a  repulse  here,  thej  sailed 
over  into  Lreland,  and  married  the  women  of  that  country, 
and  by  their  ofl&pring  increased  their  number.  But  let  thus 
much  suffice  concerning  them,  since  I  do  not  propose  to  write 
the  history  of  this  people^  or  of  the  Scots,  who  d^yed  their 
original  finom  them  and  the  Irish.  S^us,  after  he  had 
settled  the  island  in  perfect  peace,  began  to  love  the  Reman 
peq)le,  paying  the  tribute  that  was  demanded  of  him }  and 
in  imitation  of  his  father^s  example  practised  justice^  law, 
peace,  and  every  thing  that  was  honourable  in  his  kingdom. 

Ciup.  XVIII.— AfaHtcf  d^Ni^,  it  $ueeeided  bg  MUug. 

As  soon  as  he  had  ended  hb  days,  hb  son  Cdllus  took  upon 
him  the  government  of  the  kingdmn.  He  had  been  brought 
up  firom  his  infancy  at  Rome,  and  having  been  taught  the 
Roman  manners,  had  contracted  a  most  strict  amity  with 
theuL  He  likewise  paid  them  tribute,  and  declined  makii^ 
them  any  opposition,  because  he  saw  thus  whole  world  sulject 
to  them,  and  that  no  town  or  country  was  out  of  the  limits 
of  their  power.  By  paying  therefore  what  was  required 
of  him,  he  enjoyed  lus  kingdom  in  peace :  and  no  king  ever 
showed  greater  respect  to  his  nobility,  not  only  permitting 
them  to  enjoy  thdr  own  with  quiet,  but  also  binding  them  to 
him  by  his  continual  bounty  and  munificence. 

Chap.  XIX.— XuctiM  U  thejini  BriHth  king  thai  emhrmeei  th§  Ckmtian 

faithf  together  «M  hU  people, 

CoiLLUS  had  but  one  son,  named  Lucius,  who^  obtaining  the 
crown  after  his  father's  decease,  imitated  all  his  acts  of  good- 
ness, and  seemed  to  his  people  to  be  no  other  than  CoiUus 
himself  revived.  As  he  had  made  so  good  a  beginning,  he 
was  willing  to  make  a  better  end :  for  which  purpose  he  sent 
letters  to  pope  Eleutherius,  desiring  to  be  instructed  by  him 
in  the  Christian  religion.  For  the  miracles  which  Christ's 
disciples  performed  hi  several  nations  wrought  a  conviction 
in  his  mind  ;  so  that  being  inflamed  with  an  ardent  love  o( 
the  true  fidth,  he  obtained  the  accomplishment  of  his  pious 
faqiaest    For  that  holy  pope,  upon  receipt  of  this  devout 
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petition,  sent  to  him  two  most  religious  doctors,  Faganus 
and  Duvanus,  who,  af^er  they  had  preached  concerning  the 
incarnation  of  the  Word  of  God,  administered  haptism  to 
him,  and  made  him  a  proseljrte  to  the  Christian  faith. 
Lnmediatelj  upon  this,  people  from  all  countries,  assembling 
together,  followed  the  kin^s  example,  and  being  washed  in 
the  same  holj  laver,  were  made  partakers  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  The  holj  doctors,  after  thej  had  almost  extinguished 
paganism  over  the  whole  island,  dedicated  the  temples,  that 
had  been  founded  in  honour  of  many  gods,  to  the  one  only 
God  and  his  saints,  and  filled  them  with  congregations 
of  Christians.  There  were  then  in  Britain  eight  and  twenty 
fiamens,  as  also  three  archflamens,  to  whose  jurisdiction  the 
other  judges  and  enthusiasts  were  subject  These  also, 
according  to  the  apostolic  command,  they  delivered  from 
idolatry,  and  where  they  were  flamens  made  them  bishops^ 
where  archflamens,  archbishops.  The  seats  <^  the  arch- 
flamens  were  at  the  three  noblest  cities,  viz.  London,*  York, 
and  the  City  of  Legions,  which  its  old  walls  and  buildings 
show  to  have  been  situated  upon  the  river  Uske  in  Glamor- 
ganshire. To  these  three,  now  purified  from  superstition, 
were  made  subject  twenty-eight  bishops,  with  their  dioceses. 
To  the  metropolitan  of  York  were  subject  Deira  and  Albania, 
which  the  great  river  Humber  divides  from  Loegria.  To  tlie 
metropolitan  of  London  were  subject  Loegria  and  ComwalL 
These  two  provinces  the  Severn  divides  from  Kambria  or 
Wales,  which  was  subject  to  the  City  of  Legions. 

Chap.  XXw— Fa^anu#  and  Duvanut  give  an  aoeoutU  at  Rome^  qf  tthai 

(hey  had  done  m  Britain* 

At  last,  when  th^  had  made  an  entire  reformation  here,  the 
two  prelates  returned  to  Rome,  and  desired  the  pope  to 
confirm  what  they  had  done.  As  soon  as  they  had  obtained 
a  confirmation,  they  returned  again  to  Britain,  accompanied 
with  many  others,  by  whose  doctrine  the  British  nation  was 
in  a  short  time  strengthened  in  the  faith.  Their  names  and 
acts  are  recorded  in  a  book  which  Gildas  wrote  concerning 

*  This  fabulous  stoiy  of  the  flamens  and  archflamens,  and  of  the  sob* 
atitotion  of  bishops  and  archbishops  in  their  places,  led,  in  kter  yeai%  tt 
'""  di^iitet  betwten  the  btshops  of  Cantobary  York,  and  Loodoiv 
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the  Tictorj  of  Aurelius  Ambrosius  ;  and  what  is  delivered 
in  so  bright  a  treatise,  needs  not  to  be  repeated  here  in  a 
meaner  style.* 


BOOK  V. 

Chap.  I.— JDticttif  digs  wUhaut  is;tue,  and  U  a  bene/acior  to  the  churches* 

Jk  the  meantime,  the  glorious  king  Lucius  highly  rejoiced 
at  the  great  progress  which  the  true  faith  and  worship  had 
made  in  his  kingdom,  and  permitted  the  possessions  and 
territories  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  temples  of  the 
gods,  to  be  converted  to  a  better  use,  and  appropriated  to 
Christian  churches.  And  because  a  greater  honour  was  due 
to  them  than  to  the  others,  he  made  large  additions  of  lands 
and  manor-houses,  and  all  kinds  of  privileges  to  them. 
Amidst  these  and  other  acts  of  his  great  piety,  he  departed 
this  life  in  the  city  of  Gloucester,  and  was  honourably  buried 
in  the  cathedral  church,  in  the  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  year 
after  our  Lord's  incarnation.  He  had  no  issue  to  succeed 
him,  80  that  after  his  decease  there  arose  a  dissension 
among  the  Britons,  and  the  Roman  power  was  much 
weakened. 

Chap.  II. — Setfertts,  a  senator,  subdues  part  qf  Britain :  his  war  with 

Futgenius* 

When  this  news  was  brought  to  Rome,  the  senate  despatched 
Severus,  a  senator,  with  two  legions,  to  reduce  the  country 
to  subjection.  As  soon  as  he  was  arrived,  he  came  to  a 
battle  with  the  Britons,  part  of  whom  he  obliged  to  submit 
to  him,  and  the  other  part  which  he  could  not  subdue  he 
endeavoured  to  distress  in  several  cruel  engagements,  and 
forced  them  to  fly  beyond  Deira  into  Albania.  Notwithstand- 
ing which  they  opposed  him  with  all  their  might  under  the 


*  This  treatiae  has  not  been  preaerTei!,  and  most  probably  nerer 
written.  The  onljr  infonnation  which  has  come  down  to  us  about  kii^ 
Lucius,  at  all  likeljr  to  be  of  an  authentic  chanu;ter,  is  a  brief  notice  of  Mm 
fai  Bcde*s  Ecclesiastical  Uistoiy,  p.  10. 
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conduct  of  Fnlgeniiis,  and  often  made  great  slaughter  both 
of  their  own  coimtrymen  and  of  the  Romans.  For  Falgenios, 
brought  to  his  assistance  all  the  people  of  the  islands  that  he 
ooukl  find,  and  so  frequently  gained  the  victory.  The  empe- 
ror,  not  being  able  to  resist  the  irruptions  which  he  made, 
commanded  a  wall  to  be  built  between  Deira  and  Albania,  to 
hinder  his  excursions  upon  them ;  they  accordingly  made 
one  at  the  common  charge  from  sea  to  sea,  which  for  a  long 
tira3  hindered  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  But  Fulgenius, 
when  he  was  unable. to  moke  any  longer  resistance,  made  a 
voyage  into  Scythia,  to  desire  the  assistance  of  the  Picts 
towards  his  restoration.  And  when  he  had  got  together  all 
the  forces  of  that  country,  he  returned  with  a  great  fleet  into 
Britain,  and  besieged  York.  Upon  this  news  being  spread 
through  the  country,  the  greatest  part  of  the  Britons  deserted 
Severus,  and  went  over  to  Fulgenius.  However  this  did  not 
make  Severus  desist  from  his  enterprise  :  but  calling  together 
the  Romans,  and  the  rest  of  the  Britons  that  adhered  to  him, 
he  marched  to  the  siege,  and  fought  with  Fulgenius  ;  but  the 
engagement  proving  very  sharp,  he  was  killed  with  many  of 
liis  followers  :  Fulgenius  abo  was  mortally  wounded.  After- 
wards Severus  was  buried  at  York,  which  city  was  taken  by 
his  legions.*    He  left  two  sons,  Bassianus  and  6et%  whereof 

*  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  true  account  of  the  expedition  of 
Sererus  into  Britain  taken  from  Herodian  : 

*<  [Severus]  received  letters  from  the  prsefect  of  Britain  relating  that  the 
barbarians  there  were  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  ovemmning  the  country, 
driving  off  boot j,  and  lajrin^  every  thing  waste  ;  so  that  for  the  defence  of 
the  island  there  was  need  either  of  greater  force,  or  of  the  presence  of  the 
emperor  liimself.  Severus  heard  this  with  pleasure,  bv  nature  a  lorer  of 
glory,  and  anxious,  afler  his  victories  in  the  east  and  north  and  his  conse- 
quent titles,  to  obtain  a  trophy  from  the  Britons :  moreover,  willing  to 
withdraw  his  sons  from  Rome,  that  they  might  grow  up  in  the  discipline  and 
sobriety  of  a  military  life,  far  removed  fix>m  the  blandishments  and  luxuiy 
prevalent  in  Rome,  he  orders  an  expedition  against  Britain,  although  now  old 
and  labouring  under  an  arthritic  affection  ;  but  as  to  his  mind,  he  was  vigo- 
rous beyond  any  youth.  For  the  most  part  he  performed  the  march  earned 
in  a  litter,  nor  did  he  ever  continue  long  in  one  place.  Having  completed 
the  jaiimey  with  his  sons,  and  crossed  over  the  sea  more  quickly  than  could 
be  described  or  expected,  be  advanced  against  the  Britons,  and  having 
drawn  together  his  soldiers  from  all  sides,  and  concentrated  m  vast  force,  he 
prepared  for  the  war. 

**  The  Britons,  much  struck  with  the  sudden  arrival  of  the  emperor,  and 
Isaming  that  turh  a  mighty  force  was  collected  agalmt  them,  sent  ambiuH 
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Gets  had  a  Roman  for  his  mother,  but  Bassianus*  a  BritiMi* 
Therefore  upon  the  death  of  their  father  the  Romans  made 
Geta  king,  fkyouring  him  on  account  of  his  being  a  Roman 
by  both  his  parents :  but  the  Britons  r^ected  him,  and 
advanced  Bassianus,  as  being  their  countryman  by  his 
mother's  side.  This  proved  the  occasion  of  a  battle  between 
the  two  brothers,  in  which  Geta  was  killed ;  and  so  Bassi- 
anus obtained  the  sovereignty. 

Chip.  lll,^Carautiu$  advanced  to  be  king  of  Britain, 

At  that  time  there  was  in  Britain  one  Carausius,  a  young 
man  of  mean  birth,  who^  having  given  proof  of  his  bravery 

Mdon,  lued  for  peace^  and  were  willing  to  excue  their  past  tremgresionfli 
But  SeTerui^  pnrpoaely  seeking  delay  that  he  might  not  again  return  to 
Rome  without  his  object,  and,  moreover,  desirous  to  obtain  fiom  Britain 
a  Tictorj  and  a  title,  sent  awaj  their  ambassadors  without  effectmg 
their  purpose,  and  prepared  all  tlungs  for  the  contest  He  more  espe- 
cially endeaTonred  to  render  the  manhj  places  stable  bj  means  of 
causeways,  that  his  soldiers,  treading  with  safety,  might  easily  pass  them, 
and,  havmg  firm  footing,  fi^t  to  advanta^.  For  many  parts  of  the  British 
country,  bong  constantly  flooded  by  the  tides  of  the  ocean,  become  marshy. 
In  these  the  natives  are  accustomed  to  swim  and  travem  about  being  im« 
mersed  as  high  as  their  waists  :  for  going  naked  as  to  the  greater  pert  of 
their  bodies,  they  contemn  the  mud.  Indeed  they  know  not  the  use  of 
clothing,  but  endrcle  their  loins  and  necks  with  iron ;  deeming  this  an 
ornament  and  an  evidence  of  opulence,  in  like  manner  as  other  barbarians 
esteem  gold.  But  they  puncture  their  bodies  with  pictured  forms  of  every 
sort  of  animals  ;  on  whicn  account  they  wear  no  clothing,  lest  they  should 
hide  the  figures  on  their  body.  They  are  a  most  warlike  and  sanguinary 
race,  carrying  only  a  small  shield  and  a  spear,  and  a  sword  girded  to  their 
naked  bodies.  Of  a  breast-plate  or  an  helmet  they  know  not  the  use, 
esteeming  them  an  impediment  to  their  progress  through  the  marshes ; 
from  the  vapours  and  exhalations  of  which  the  atmosphere  in  that  country 
always  appears  dense. 

**  Against  such  thm^s,  therefore,  Severus  prepared  whatever  could  be 
serviceable  to  the  Roman  army,  but  hurtful  and  detrimental  to  the  designs 
of  the  barbarians.  And  when  every  thing  appeared  to  him  sufiidently 
arranged  for  the  war,  leaving  his  younger  son,  named  Geta,  in  that  part  of 
the  iuyid  which  was  subjugated  to  the  Romans,  for  the  purpose  of  adminis- 
tering justice  and  directing  other  dvil  matters  of  the  govenunent,  giving  him 
as  assessors  the  more  aged  of  his  fidends ;  and  taking  Antoninus  with  him- 
self he  led  the  way  against  the  barbarians.  His  army  having  passed  be- 
yond tiie  rivers  and  fertresscs  which  defended  the  Roman  territory,  thera 
were  firMuent  attacks  and  skirmishes  and  retreats  on  the  side  of  the  barba* 
tiaas^  To  these,  indeed,  flight  was  an  easy  matter,  and  they  lay  hidden 
b  the  thickets  and  marshes  through  their  local  knowledge  ;  all  which  tlliofi 
Mag  adverse  to  the  Romans,  served  tn  protract  the  war." 

*  Othtfwise  called  Caracalla. 
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in  manj  engagements,  went  to  Rome,  and  solii^tcd  the 
senate  for  leave  to  defend  with  a  fleet  the  maritime  coasts  of 
Britiun,  from  the  incursions  of  barbarians ;  which  if  they 
woold  grant  him,  he  promised  to  do  more  for  the  honour  and 
service  of  the  commonwealth,  than  bj  delivering  up  to  them 
the  kingdom  of  Britain.  The  senate,  deluded  by  his  specious 
promises,  granted  him  his  request,  and  so,  with  his  oommis* 
mon  sealed,  he  returned  to  Britain.  Then  by  wicked  prac- 
tices getting  a  fleet  togetbAr,  he  enlisted  into  his  service  a 
body  of  the  bravest  youZhs,  and  putting  out  to  sea,  sailed 
round  the  whole  kingdom,  causing  very  great  disturbance 
among  the  people.  In  the  meantime  he  invaded  the  adjacent 
islands,  where  he  destroyed  all  before  him,  countries,  cities, 
and  towns,  and  plundered  the  inhabitants  of  all  they  had. 
By  this  conduct  he  encouraged  all  manner  of  dissolute  fellows 
to  flock  to  him  in  hope  of  plunder,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
was  attended  by  an  army  which  no  neighbouring  prince  was 
able  to  oppose.  This  made  him  begin  to  swell  with  pride, 
and  to  propose  to  the  Britons»  that  they  should  make  him 
their  king  ;  for  which  consideration  he  promised  to  kill  and 
banish  the  Romans,  and  free  the  whole  island  &om  the  inva- 
sions of  barbarous  nations.  Accordingly  obtaining  his  re- 
quest, he  fell  upon  Bassianus  and  kiUed  him,  and  then  took 
upon  him  the  government  of  the  kingdonu  For  Bassianus 
was  betrayed  by  the  Picts,  whom  Fulgenius  his  mother's 
brother  had  brought  with  him  into  Britain,  and  who  being 
ocHTTupted  by  the  promises  and  presents  of  Carausius,  instead 
of  assisting  Bassianus^  deserted  him  in  the  very  battle,  and 
fell  upon  las  men ;  so  that  the  rest  were  put  into  a  consterna- 
tion, and  not  knowing  their  friends  from  their  foes,  quickly 
gave  ground,  and  left  the  victory  to  Carausius.  Then  he,  to 
reward  the  Picts  for  this  success,  gave  them  a  habitation 
in  Albania,  where  they  continued  afterwards  mixed  with 
^Britons. 

Chap.  lY^^^lkeim  kilts  OarauHui^  hut  it  afterwards  himssff  stain  in 

Jtighi  bg  Asetepiodoius. 

Wbsn  the  news  of  these  proceedings  of  Carausius  arrived 
at  Romey  the  senate  commissioned*  Allectus,  with  three 

*  Roman  hfatoiy  moit  have  been  teiy  little  known  in  En^land^  when 
09^  §  etatcn|ei|t  |i  ^k  POvM  be  jmt  {<ith  m  trua    Eutropioi  [iz.  22] 
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legions,  to  kill  the  tyrant,  and  restore  the  kingdom  of  Britain 
to  the  Roman  power.     No  sooner  was  he  arrived,  than  he 
fought  with  Carausius,  killed  him,  and  took  upon  himself  the 
government.     After   which    he   miserably   oppressed   the 
Britons,  for  having  deserted  the  commonwealth,  and  adhered 
to  Carausius.    But  the  Britons,  not  enduring  this,  advanced 
Asclepiodotus,  duke  of  Cornwall,  to  be  their  king,  and  then 
unanimously  marched  against  Allectus,  and  challenged  him 
to  battle.     He  was  then  at  London,  celebrating  a  feast  to  his 
tutelary  gods  ;  but  being  informed  of  the  coming  of  Ascle- 
piodotus, he  quitted  the  sacrifice,  and  went  out  with  all  his 
forces  to  meet  him,  and  engaged  with  him  in  a  sharp  fight 
But  Asclepiodotus  had  the  advantage,  and  dispersed  and  put 
to  flight  Allectus's  troops,  and  in  the  pursuit  killed  many 
thousands,  as  also  king  Allectus  himself.     After  this  victory, 
livius  Grallus,  the  colleague  of  Allectus,  assembled  the  rest 
of  the  Romans,  shut  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  placed  his  men 
in  the  towers  and  other  fortifications,  thinking  by  these 
means  either  to  make  a  stand  against  Asclepiodotus,  or  at 
least  to  avoid  imminent  death.     But  Asclepiodotus  seeing 
this  liud  siege  to  the  city,  and  sent  word  to  all  the  dukes  of 
Britain,  that  he  had  killed  Allectus  with  a  great  number  of 
his  men,  and  was  besieging  Grallus  and  the  rest  of  the  Romans 
in  London  ;  and  therefore  earnestly  entreated  them  to  hasten 
to  his  assistance,  representing  to  them  withal,  how  easy  it 
was  to  extirpate  the  whole  race  of  the  Romans  out  of  Britain, 
provided  they  would  all  join  their  forces  against  the  besieged. 
At  this  summons  came  the  Dimetians,  Yenedotians,  Deirans, 
Albanians,  and  all  others  of  the  British  race.     And  as  soon 
as  they  appeared  before  the  duke,  he  commanded  vast  num- 
bers of  engines  to  be  made,  to  beat  down  the  walls  of  the 
city.     Accordingly  every  one  readily  executed  his   orders 
with  great  bravery,  and  made  a  violent  assault  upon  the  city, 
the  walls  of  which  were  in  a  very  short  time  battered  down, 
and  a  passage  made  into  it.     After  these  preparations,  they 
began  a  bloody  assault  upon  the  Romans,  who,  seeing  their 
fellow  soldiers  falling  before  them  without  intermission,  per- 
suaded Galliis  to  offer  a  surrender  on  the  terms  of  having 
quarter  granted  them,  and  leave  to  depart :  for  they  were 

anyt  *^  Carauuus,  after  leven  yean,  was  murdered  bj  his  companion  Alle» 
tns»  who  after  him  held  the  government  three  years  lon;;er.** 
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now  all  killed  except  one  legion,  which  still  held  out.  Gtdlus 
consented  to  the  proposal,  and  accordingly  surrendered  him- 
self and  his  men  to  Asdepiodotus,  who  was  disposed  to  give 
them  quarter  ;  but  he  was  prevented  by  a  body  of  Venedo- 
tian%  who  rushed  upon  them,  and  the  same  day  cut  off  all 
their  heads  upon  a  brook  within  the  city,  which  from  the 
name  of  the  commander  was  afterwards  called  in  the  British 
tongue  Nautgallim,  and  in  the  Saxon  Grallemboume. 

Chap.  V. — AicUjnodotut  obtains  the  crown,    Diocietian'*s  massacre  of  the 

Christians  in  Britain, 

Thb  Romans  being  thus  defeated,  Asdepiodotus,*  with  the 
consent  of  the  people,  placed  the  crown  upon  his  own  head, 
and  governed  the  country  in  justice  and  peace  ten  years,  and 
curbed  the  insolence  and  outrages  committed  by  plunderers 
and  robbers.  In  his  days  began  the  persecution  of  the  empe- 
ror Diocletian ;  and  Christianity,  which  from  the  time  of 
king  Lucius  had  continued  fixed  and  undisturbed,  was  almost 
aboHshed  over  the  whole  island.  This  was  principally  owing 
to  Maximianus  Herculius,  general  of  that  tyrant's  army,  by 
whose  command  all  the  churches  were  pulled  down,  and  all 
the  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  could  be  found, 
were  burned  in  the  public  markets.  The  priests  also,  with 
the  believers  under  their  care,  were  put  to  death,  and  with 
emulation  pressed  in  crowds  together  for  a  speedy  passage  to 
the  joys  of  heaven,  as  their  proper  dwelling  place.  Grod 
therefore  magnified  his  goodness  to  us,  forasmuch  as  he  did, 
in  that  time  of  persecution,  of  his  mere  grace,  light  up  the 
bright  lamps  of  the  holy  martyrs,  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
gross  darkness  over  the  people  of  Britain  ;  whose  sepulchres 
and  places  of  suffering  might  have  been  a  means  of  infiaming 
our  minds  with  the  greatest  fervency  of  divine  love,  had  not 
the  deplorable  impiety  of  barbarians  deprived  us  of  them. 
Among  others  of  both  sexes  who  continued  firm  in  the  army 
of  Chnst,  and  suffered,  were  Alban  of  Yerulam,  and  Julius 
and  Aaron,  both  of  the  City  of  Legions.  Of  these,  Alban, 
out  of  the  fervour  of  his  chanty,  when  his  confessor,  Amphl- 

*  Aaclepiodotus  is  hard!  j  mentioned  in  the  authentic  histoiy  of  thii 
pciiod.  He  was  prsfectus  pnstorio  under  Ck>n8tantiu8  Chlonu,  who  wia 
tfie  general  that  really  recorered  Britain  from  AUectus. 
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balu3,  was  pursued  by  the  persecutors,  and  just  ready  to  be 
apprehended,  first  hid  him  in  his  house,  and  then  offered 
himself  to  die  for  him  ;  imitating  in  this  Christ  himself,  who 
laid  down  his  life  for  his  sheep.  The  other  two,  after  being 
torn  limb  from  limb,  in  a  manner  unheard  of,  received  the 
crown  of  martyrdom,  and  were  elevated  up  to  the  gates  of 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 

Chap.  VI. — An  iruurreciion  against   Aiclepiodotutf    by  Coel,    whom 

daughter  Helena  Comtaniiut  ntarriea^ 

In  the  meantime  Ck)el,*  duke  of  Kaercolvin  or  Colchester, 
made  an  insurrection  against  king  Asclepiodotus,  and  in  a 
pitched  battle  killed  him,  and  took  possession  of  his  crown. 
The  senate,  hearing  this,  rejoiced  at  the  king's  death,  who 
had  given  such  disturbance  to  the  Roman  power :  and  reflect- 
ing on  the  damage  which  they  had  sustained  by  the  loss  of 
this  kingdom,  they  sent  Constantius  the  senator,  a  man  of 
prudence  and  courage,  who  had  reduced  Spain  under  their 
subjection,  and  who  was  above  all  the  rest  industrious  to 
promote  the  good  of  the  concunonwealth.  Coel,  having  in* 
formation  of  his  coming,  was  afraid  to  engage  him  in  battle, 
on  account  of  a  report,  that  no  king  was  able  to  stand  before 
him.  Therefore,  as  soon  as  Constantius  was  arrived  at  the 
island.  Cod  sent  ambassadors  to  him  with  offers  of  peace  and ' 
submission,  on  condition  that  he  should  enjoy  the  kingdom 
of*  Britain,  and  pay  no  more  than  the  usual  tribute  to  the 
Roman  state.  Constantius  consented  to  this  proposal,  and  so, 
upon  their  giving  hostages,  peace  was  confirmed  between 
them.  The  month  after  Coel  was  seized  with  a  very  great 
sickness,  of  which  he  died  within  eight  days.  After  his 
decease,  Constantius  himself  was  crowned,  and  married  the 
daughter  of  Coel,  whose  name  was  Helena.  She  surpassed 
all  the  ladies  of  the  country  in  beauty,  as  she  did  all  others 
of  the  time  in  her  skill  in  music  and  the  liberal  arts.  Her 
father  had  no  other  issue  to  succeed  him  on  the  throne ;  for 
which  reason  he  was  very  careful  about  her  education,  that 
she  might  be  better  qualified  to  govern  the  kingdom.  Con- 
stantius, therefore,  having  made  her  partner  of  his  bed,  had 

*  This  king  seems  to  be  the  same  as  the  hero  of  the  old  popiUar  ditty, 
*  Old  king  Cofl  was  a  meny  old  sou],**  Ac. 
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a  son  by  her  called  Constantine.*  After  eleven  years  were 
ezjnred,  he  died  at  York,  and  bestowed  the  kingdom  upon 
his  son,  whO|  within  a  few  years  after  he  was  nosed  to  this 
dignity,  began  to  gi^^e  proofs  of  heroic  virtue,  undaunted 
courage,  and  strict  observance  of  justice  towards  his  people* 
He  put  a  stop  to  the  depredations  of  robbers,  suppressed  the 
insolence  of  tyrants,  and  endeavoured  everywhere  to  restore 
peace. 

ermeltg  ^f  Maseniiuu 

At  that  tfme  there  was  a  tyrant  at  Borne,  named  Maxenti  us,  f 
who  made  it  his  endeavour  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  all  the 
best  of  the  nolnlity,  and  oppressed  the  commonwealth  with 
liis^  grievous  tyranny.  Whilst  he,  therefore,  was  proceeding 
in  his  cruelty,  those  that  were  banished  fled  to  ConstantiRe 
in  Britain,  and  were  honourably  entertained  by  him.  At 
last,  when  a  great  many  such  had  resorted  to  him,  they 
endeavoured  to  raise  in  him  an  abhorrence  of  the  tyrant, 
and  frequently  expostulated  with  him  after  this  manner  :— 
"How  long,  Constantine,  will  you  suffer  our  distress  and 
banishment  ?  Why  do  you  delay  to  restore  us  to  our  native 
country  ?  You  are  the  only  person  of  our  nation  that  can 
restore  to  us  what  we  have  lost,  by  driving  out  Maxentius. 
For  what  prince  is  to  be  compared  with  the  king  of  Britain, 
either  for  brave  and  gallant  soldiers,  or  for  large  treasures  ? 
We  entreat  you  to  restore  us  to  our  estates,  wives^  and 
children,  by  conducting  us  with  an  army  to  Rome."* 

Chap.  yiII.-»0Mit<an/tfif,  hatnnff  reduced  Borne,  obiahu  the  empire  (/ 
ike  world.  Octoviiif,  duke  ^f  ike  Wieeetme,  U  put  io  fii$ht  ^ 
TfrtuiterHm 

CoN8TJkKTBnB,  movcd  with  these  and  the  like  speeches,  made 
an  expedition  to  Rome,  and  reduced  it  under  his  power,  and 
afterwards  obtained  the  empire  of  the  whole  world.  In  this 
expedition  he  carried  along  with  him  three  uncles  of  Helenai 
viz.  Leolin,  Trahem,  and  Marius,  and  advanced  them  to  the 

*  CoMtintlne  was  bom  long  bcfim  Comtantins  Chlonii  went  to  Bntun. 
Sot  the  Roman  Hkkoriuii. 

^  Maxflntiiis  wai  ion  of  Maiimian  who  abdicated.  The  ikeletoe  of  this 
liett  of  the  hiatorjr  is  taken  firom  tht  aothootio  wnteit :  but  the  detaili  iM 
SBtirdr  fietiCioiii.  _ 

^2 
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degree  of  senators.  In  the  meantime  Octavius,  duke  of  the 
Wisseans,  rebelled  against  the  Roman  proconsuls,  to  whom 
the  government  of  the  island  had  been  committed,  and  having 
killed  them,  took  possession  of  the  throne.  Constantine^  upon 
information  of  this,  sent  Trahem,  the  uncle  of  Helena,  with 
three  legions  to  reduce  the  island.  Trahem  came  to  shore 
near  the  city,  which  in  the  British  tongue  is  called  Kaerperis, 
and  having  assailed  it,  took  it  in  two  days.  This  news 
spreading  over  the  whole  country,  king  Octavius  assembled 
all  the  forces  of  the  land,  and  went  to  meet  him  not  far  from 
Winchester,  in  a  field  called  in  the  British  tongue  Maisuriam, 
where  he  engaged  with  him  in  battle,  and  routed  him. 
Trahem,  upon  this  loss,  betook  himself  with  his  broken 
forces  to  his  ships,  and  in  them  made  a  voyage  to  Albania, 
in  the  provinces  of  which  he  made  great  destruction.  When 
Octavius  received  intelligence  of  this,  he  followed  him  with 
his  forces,  and  encountered  him  in  Westmoreland,  but  fled, 
having  lost  the  victory.  On  the  other  hand,  Trahem,  when 
he  found  the  day  was  his  own,  pursued  Octavius,  nor  ever 
suffered  him  to  be  at  rest  till  he  had  dispossessed  him  both 
of  his  cities  and  crown.  Octavius,  in  great  grief  for  the  loss 
of  his  kingdom,  went  with  his  fleet  to  Norway,  to  obtain 
assistance  from  king  Gombert.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
given  orders  to  his  most  intimate  adherents  to  watch 
carefully  all  opportunities  of  killing  Trahem,  which 
accordingly  was  not  long  after  done  by  the  magistrate 
of  a  certain  privileged  town,  who  had  a  more  than 
ordinary  love  for  him.  For  as  Trahem  was  one  day 
upon  a  journey  from  London,  he  lay  hid  with  a  hundred 
men  in  the  vale  of  a  wood,  through  which  he  was  to  pass, 
and  there  fell  upon  him  unawares,  and  killed  him  in  the 
midst  of  his  men.  This  news  being  brought  to  Octavius,  he 
returned  back  to  Britain,  where  he  dispersed  the  Romans, 
and  recovered  the  throne.  In  a  short  time  after  this,  he 
arrived  to  such  greatness  and  wealth  that  he  feared  nobody, 
and  possessed  the  kingdom  until  the  reign  of  Gratian  and 
Yalentinian. 

Chap.  IX. — Mamiman  is  denredfor  a  king  qf  Britain. 

At  last,  in  his  old  age,  being  willing  to  settle  the  govern- 
menty  he  asked  hit  council  which  of  his  fiunily  they  desired 
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to  have  for  their  king  after  his  decease.  For  he  had  no  soiii 
and  only  one  daughter,  to  whom  he  could  leave  the  crown. 
Some,  therefore,  advised  him  to  bestow  his  daughter  with 
the  kingdom  upon  some  noble  Roman,  to  the  end  that  they 
might  enjoy  a  firmer  peace.  Others  were  of  opinion  that 
Conan  Meriadoc,  his  nephew,  ought  to  be  preferred  to  the 
throne,  and  the  daughter  married  to  some  prince  of  another 
kingdom  with  a  dowry  in  money.  While  these  things  were 
in  agitation  among  them,  there  came  Caradoc,  duke  of 
Cornwall,  and  gave  his  advice  to  invite  over  Maximian  *  the 
senator,  and  to  bestow  the  lady  with  the  kingdom  upon  him, 
which  would  be  a  means  of  securing  to  them  a  lasting  peace. 
For  his  father  Leolin,  the  uncle  of  Constantine,  whom  we 
mentioned  before,  was  a  Briton,  but  by  his  mother  and  place 
of  birth  he  was  a  Roman,  and  by  both  parents  he  was 
descended  of  royal  blood.  And  there  was  a  sure  prospect 
of  a  firm  and  secure  peace  under  him,  on  account  of  the  right 
which  he  had  to  Britain  by  his  descent  from  the  emperors, 
and  also  from  the  British  blood.  But  the  duke  of  ComWall, 
by  delivering  this  advice,  brought  upon  himself  the  dis- 
pleasure of  Conan,  the  king's  nephew,  who  was  very 
ambitious  of  succeeding  to  the  kingdom,  and  put  the 
whole  court  into  confusion  about  it.  However,  Caradoc, 
being  unwilling  to  recede  from  his  proposal,  sent  his  son 
Mauricius  to  Rome  to  acquaint  Maximian  with  what  had 
passed.  Mauricius  was  a  person  of  large  and  well-propor- 
tioned stature,  as  well  as  great  courage  and  boldness,  and 
could  not  bear  to  have  his  judgment  contradicted  without  a 
recourse  to  arms  and  duelling.  On  presenting  himself  before 
Maximian,  he  met  with  a  reception  suitable  to  his  quality, 
and  had  the  greatest  honours  paid  him  of  any  that  were 
about  him.  There  happened  to  be  at  that  time  a  great 
contest  between  Maximian  and  the  two  emperors,  Gratian 
and  Valentinian,  on  account  of  his  being  refused  the  third 
part  of  the  empire,  which  he  demanded.  When,  therefore, 
Mauricius  saw  Maximian  ill-treated  by  the  emperors,  he  took 
occasion  from  thence  to  address  him  in  this  manner :  **  Why 
need  you,  Maximian,  stand  in  fear  of  Gratian,  when  you  have 
80  fair  an  opportunity  of  wresting  the  empire  from  him  ? 
Come  with  me  into  Britain,  and  you  shall  take  possession 
^  Muzimua  is  the  correct  name  of  this  usurper. 
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of  that  crown.  For  king  Octavius,  bdng  now  grown  old 
and  infirm,  deairos  nothing  more  than  to  find  some  anch 

Soper  person,  to  bestow  his  kingdom  and  daughter  upon, 
e  has  no  male  issue,  and  therefore  has  asked  the  adyice 
of  his  nobility,  to  whom  he  should  marry  his  daughter  with 
the  kingdom ;  and  they  to  his  satisfaction  have  past  a  decree, 
that  the  kingdom  and  lady  be  given  to  you,  and  have  sent 
me  to  acquaint  you  with  it.  So  that  if  you  go  with  me,  and 
accompUsh  this  affair,  you  may  with  the  treasure  and  forces 
of  Britain  be  able  to  return  back  to  Rome,  drive  out  the 
emperors,  and  gain  the  empire  to  yourself.  For  in  this 
manner  did  your  kinsman  Constantius,  and  several  others 
of  our  kings  who  raised  themselves  to  the  empire.** 

Chap.  X. — 3/ajrtnila/},  coming  into  BiUain^  ar{fuU^  deelines  fighibtg 

wiihConan, 

Maxdoan  was  pleased  with  the  offer,  and  took  his  journey 
to  Britain  ;  but  in  his  way  subdued  the  cities  of  the  Franks, 
by  which  he  amassed  a  great  treasure  of  gold  and  sUver,  and 
raised  men  for  his  service  in  all  parts.  Afterwards  he  set 
sail  with  a  fair  wind,  and  arrived  at  Hamo's  Port ;  the  news 
of  which  struck  the  king  with  fear  and  astonishment,  who 
took  this  to  be  a  hostile  invasion.  Whereupon  he  called  to 
him  his  nephew  Conan,  and  commanded  him  to  raise  all  the 
forces  of  the  kingdom,  and  go  to  meet  the  enemy.  Conan, 
having  made  the  necessary  preparations,  marched  accordingly 
to  Hamo's  Port,  where  Maximian  had  pitched  Ms  tents; 
who^  upon  seeing  the  approach  of  so  numerous  an  army, 
was  under  the  greatest  perplexities  what  course  to  take. 
For  as  he  was  attended  with  a  smaller  body  of  men,  and  had 
no  hopes  of  being  entertained  peaceably,  he  dreaded  both  the 
number  and  courage  of  the  enemy.  Under  these  difficulties 
he  called  a  council  of  the  oldest  men,  together  with  Mauridus^ 
to  ask  their  advice  what  was  to  be  done  at  this  critical  junc* 
ture.  ''  It  is  not  for  us,"  said  Mauricius,  '^  to  hazard  a  battle 
with  such  a  numerous  and  powerful  army :  neither  was  the 
reduction  of  Britain  by  arms  the  end  of  our  coming.  Our 
business  must  be  to  desire  peace  and  a  hoejntable  treatment^ 
till  we  can  learn  the  king's  mind.  Let  us  say  that  we  are  sent 
by  the  emperors  upon  an  embassy  to  Octavius,  and  let  ua 
with  artful  speed- es  padfy  the  people.*  When  aU  had  shown 
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themselves  pleased  with  this  advice,  he  took  with  him  twelve 
aged  men  with  grey  hairs,  eminent  bejond  the  rest  for  their 
quality  and  wisdom,  and  bearing  olive-branches  in  their  right 
hands,  and  went  to  meet  Ccnan.  The  Britons,  seeing  they 
were  men  of  a  yenerable  age,  and  that  they  bore  olive- 
branches  as  a  token  of  peace,  rose  up  before  them  in  a 
respectful  manner,  and  opened  a  way  for  their  free  access 
to  their  commander.  Then  presenting  themselves  before 
Conan  Meriadoc^  they  saluted  him  in  the  name  of  the 
emperors  and  the  senate,  and  told  him,  that  Maximian 
was  sent  to  Octavius  upon  an  embassy  from  Gratian  and 
Valentinian.  Conan  made  answer:  ''Why  is  he  then 
attended  with  so  great  a  multitude?  This  does  not  look 
like  the  appearance  of  ambassadors,  but  the  invasion  of 
enemies.**  To  which  Mauridus  repli^ : ''  It  did  not  become 
<^)  great  a  man  to  appear  abroad  in  a  mean  figure,  or  without 
soldiers  for  his  guard ;  especially  considering,  that  by  reason 
of  the  Roman  power,  and  the  actions  of  his  ancestors,  he  is 
become  obnoxious  to  many  kings.  If  he  had  but  a  small 
retinue,  he  might  have  been  kUled  by  the  enemies  of  the 
commonwealth.  He  is  come  in  peace,  and  it  is  peace  which 
lie  desires.  For,  from  the  time  of  our  arrival,  our  behaviour 
h:Ls  been  such  as  to  give  no  offence  to  any  body.  We  have 
bought  necessaries  at  our  own  expenses,  as  peaceable  people 
do,  and  have  taken  nothing  from  any  by  violence."  WMle 
Conan  was  in  suspense,  whether  to  give  them  peace,  or 
begin  the  battle,  Caradoc,  duke  of  Cornwall,  with  others 
of  the  nobility,  came  to  him,  and  dissuaded  him  from  pro- 
ceeding in  the  war  after  this  representation ;  whereupon, 
though  much  against  his  will,  he  laid  down  his  arms,  and 
granted  them  peace.  Then  he  conducted  Maximian  to 
London,  where  he  gave  the  king  an  account  of  the  whole 
proceeding. 

Chap.  XI. — The  kingdom  qf  Briiain  it  hettowed  on  Maximian* 

Caradoo,  after  this,  taking  along  with  him  his  son  Mauri- 
dus, commanded  everybody  to  withdraw  from  the  king's 
presence,  and  then  addressed  him  in  these  words  :  *'  Behold, 
that  which  your  more  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  have  long 
wished  for,  is  now  by  the  good  providence  of  God  brought 
•boat     You  commanded  your  nobility  to  give  their  advice, 
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how  to  dispose  of  your  daughter  and  kmgdom,  as  being  will- 
ing to  hold  the  goyemment  no  longer  on  account  of  your 
great  age.  Some,  therefore,  were  for  having  the  kingdom 
delivered  up  to  Conan  jour  nephew,  and  a  suitable  match 
procured  for  your  daughter  elsewhere ;  as  fearing  the  ruin 
of  our  people,  if  any  prince  that  is  a  stranger  to  our  lan- 
guage should  be  set  over  us.  Others  were  for  granting  the 
kingdom  to  your  daughter  and  some  nobleman  of  our  own 
country,  who  should  succeed  you  after  your  death.  But  the 
greater  number  recommended  some  person  descended  of  the 
family  of  the  emperors,  on  whom  you  should  bestow  your 
daughter  and  crown.  For  they  promised  themselves  a  firm 
and  lasting  peace,  as  the  consequence  of  such  a  marriage, 
since  they  would  be  under  the  protection  of  the  Roman 
state.  See  then  I  Grod  has  vouchsafed  to  bring  to  you  a 
young  man,  who  is  both  a  Roman,  and  also  of  the  royal 
family  of  Britain  ;  and  to  whom,  if  you  follow  my  advice, 
you  will  not  delay  to  marry  your  daughter.  And  indeed,  ^ 
should  you  refuse  him,  what  right  coidd  you  plead  to  the 
crown  of  Britain  against  him  ?  For  he  is  the  cousin  of  Con- 
stantine,  and  the  nephew  of  king  Cod,  whose  daughter 
Helena  possessed  the  crown  by  an  undeniable  hereditary 
right."  When  Caradoc  had  represented  these  things  to  him, 
Octavius  acquiesced,  and  with  the  general  consent  of  his 
people  bestowed  the  kingdom  and  his  daughter  upon  him. 
Conan  Meriadoc,  finding  how  things  went,  was  beyond  ex- 
pression incensed,  and,  retiring  into  Albania,  used  all  his 
interest  to  raise  an  army,  that  he  might  give  disturbance  to 
Maximian.  And  when  he  had  got  a  great  body  of  men 
together,  he  passed  the  Humber,  and  wasted  the  provinces 
on  each  side  of  it.  At  the  news  whereof,  Maximian 
hastened  to  assemble  his  forces  against  him,  and  then  gave 
him  battle,  and  returned  with  victory.  But  this  proved  no 
decisive  blow  to  Conan,  who  with  his  re-assembled  troops 
still  continued  to  ravage  the  provinces,  and  provoked  Max- 
imian to  return  again  and  renew  the  war,  in  wliich  he  had 
various  success,  being  sometimes  victorious,  sometimes  de- 
feated* At  last,  after  great  damages  done  on  both  sides^ 
they  were  brought  by  the  mediation  of  friends  to  a  recon- 
ciliatiou« 
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Chap.  XII. — Maximian  overthrows  the  Armoriemu:  hu  speech  to 

Conan, 

FrvB  jears  afler  this,  Maximian,  proud  of  the  vast  treasures 
that  daily  flowed  in  upon  him,  fitted  out  a  great  fleet,  and 
assembled  together  all  the  forces  in  Britain.  For  this  king- 
dom was  now  not  sufficient  for  him ;  he  was  ambitious  of 
adding  Graul  also  to  it.  With  this  view  he  set  sail,  and 
arrived  first  at  the  kingdom  of  Armorica,  now  called  Bre- 
tagne,  and  began  hostilities  upon  the  Gallic  people  that 
inhabited  it.  But  the  Grauls,  under  the  command  of  Im- 
baltus,  met  him,  and  engaged  him  in  battle,  in  which  the 
greater  part  being  in  danger,  they  were  forced  to  fly,  and 
leave  Lnbaltus  with  fifteen  thousand  men  killed,  all  of  them 
Armoricans.  This  severe  overthrow  was  matter  of  the 
greatest  joy  to  Maximian,  who  knew  the  reduction  of  that 
country  would  be  very  easy,  afler  the  loss  of  so  many  men. 
Upon  this  occasion  he  called  Conan  aside  from  the  army, 
and  smiling  said  : — "  See,  we  have  already  conquered  one  of 
the  best  kingdoms  in  Gaul :  we  may  now  have  hopes  of 
gaining  all  the  rest.  Let  us  make  haste  to  take  the  cities 
and  towns,  before  the  rumour  of  their  danger  spread  to  the 
remoter  parts  of  Gaul,  and  raise  all  the  people  up  in  arms. 
For  if  we  can  but  get  possession  of  this  kingdom,  I  make  no 
doubt  of  reducing  all  Gaul  under  our  power.  Be  not  there- 
fore concerned  that  you  have  yielded  up  the  island  of 
Britain  to  me,  notwithstanding  the  hopes  you  once  had  of 
succeeding  to  it ;  because  whatever  you  have  lost  in  it^  I 
will  restore  to  you  in  this  country.  For  my  design  is  to 
advance  you  to  the  throne  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  this  shall 
be  another  Britfun,  which  we  will  people  with  our  own 
countrymen,  and  drive  out  the  old  inhabitants.  The  land  is 
finiitful  in  com,  the  rivers  abound  with  fish,  the  woods 
afford  a  beautiful  prospect,  and  the  forests  are  everywhere 
pleasant ;  nor  is  there  in  my  opinion  anywhere  a  more  de- 
lightful country."  Upon  this,  Conan,  with  a  submissive 
bow,  gave  him  his  thanks,  and  promised  to  continue  loyal  to 
Urn  ae  long  as  he  lived* 
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Chap.  Xlll^^ lUdonum  takm  hy  MaximUm, 

After  this  thej  marched  with  their  forces  to  Bedonnm,* 
and  took  it  the  same  daj.  For  the  citizens,  hearing  of  the 
bravery  of  the  Britons,  and  what  slaughter  thej  had  made; 
fled  awaj  with  haste,  leaving  their  wives  and  children 
behind  them.  And  the  rest  of  the  cities  and  towns  soon 
followed  their  example;  so  that  there  was  an  easj  entrance 
into  tliem  for  the  Britons,  who  wherever  thej  entered  killed 
all  they  found  left  of  the  male  sex,  and  spared  only  the 
women.  At  last,  when  they  had  wholly  extirpated  the 
inhabitants  of  all  those  provinces,  they  garrisoned  the  cities 
and  towns  with  British  soldiers,  and  made  fortifications  in 
several  places.  The  fame  of  Maximian's  exploits  spreading 
over  the  rest  of  the  provinces  of  Gkiul,  all  their  dukes  and 
princes  were  in  a  dreadful  consternation,  and  had  no  other 
hopes  left  but  in  their  prayers  to  their  gods.  Maximian, 
finding  that  he  had  struck  terror  into  them,  began  to  think 
of  still  bolder  attempts,  and  by  profusely  distributing  pre- 
sents, augmented  his  army.  For  all  persons  that  he  knew 
to  be  eager  for  plunder,  he  enlisted  into  his  service,  and 
by  plentifully  bestowing  his  money  and  other  valuable  things 
among  them,  kept  them  firm  to  his  interest. 

Chap.  XIY. — Mturimian,  qfter  the  conquest  qf  Cfaui  and  Germany,  makes 

Triers  the  teat  of  hit  empire. 

By  these  means  he  raised  such  a  numerous  army,  as  he 
thought  would  be  sufficient  for  the  conquest  of  all  Gaul. 
Notwithstanding  which  he  suspended  his  arms  for  a  time, 
till  he  had  settled  the  kingdom  which  he  had  taken,  and 
peopled  it  with  Britons.  To  this  end  he  published  a  decree^ 
for  the  assembling  together  of  a  hundred  thousand  of  the 
cx)mmon  people  of  Britain,  who  were  to  come  over  to  settle 
in  the  country ;  besides  thirty  thousand  soldiers,  to  defend 
them  fh>m  hostile  attack.  As  soon  as  the  people  were 
arrived  according  to  his  orders,  he  distributed  them  through 
ail  the  countries  of  Armorica,  and  made  another  Britain  of 
it,  and  then  bestowed  it  on  Conan  Meriadoc  But  he  him* 
adf,  with  the  rest  of  his  fellow  soldiers,  marched  into  tht 

*  Rennet. 
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farth^  part  of  Graul,  which,  after  many  bloody  batUesy  he 
sabdaed,  as  he  did  also  aU  Germany,  being  everywhere 
victorious.  But  the  seat  of  his  emiMre  he  made  al  Trien^ 
^d  fell  so  furiously  upon  the  two  emperors,  Gratian  and 
Valentinian,  that  he  killed  the  one,  and  forced  the  other  to 
flee  from  Rome. 

Chap.  XY* — A  fight  between  the  AquUaniatu  and  Qnmm. 

hi  the  meantime,  the  Grauls  and  Aquitanians  gave  disturb- 
ance to  Conan  and  the  Armorican  Britons,  and  harassed 
tUem  with  their  frequent  incursions ;  but  he  as  often  defeated 
them,  and  bravely  defended  the  country  committed  to  him.< 
After  he  had  entirely  vanquished  them,  he  had  a  mind  to 
bestow  wives  on  his  fellow  soldiery  by  whom  they  might 
have  issue  to  keep  perpetual  possession  of  the  country ;  and 
to  avoid  all  mixture  with  the  Grauls,  he  sent  over  to  the 
island  of  Britain  for  wives  for  them.  In  order  to  accom- 
plish this,  messengers  were  sent  to  recommend  the  manage- 
ment d  this  affair  to  Dianotus,  king  of  Cornwall,  wlio  had 
succeeded  hb  brother  Caradoc  in  that  kingdom.  He  was  a 
very  noble  and  powerful  prince,  and  to  him  Maximian  had 
committed  the  government,  while  he  was  employed  in  affairs 
abroad.  He  had  also  a  daughter  of  wonderful  beauty, 
named  Ursula,  with  whom  Conan  was  most  passionately 
in  love. 

Chap.  X VI.— (?iiantir«  and  Metga  wmrder  eUven  thousand  virgins,  Max' 

iadan  u  kitted  ai  Rome. 

DiAKOTUS,  upon  this  message  sent  him.  by  Conan,  was  very 
ready  to  execute  his  orders,  and  summoned  together  the 
daughters  of  the  nobility  from  all  provinces,  to  £e  number 
of  eleven  thousand ;  but  of  the  meaner  sort,  sixty  thousand ; 
and  conmianded  them  all  to  appear  together  in  the  city  of 
London.  He  likewise  ordered  ships  to  be  brought  from  all 
$hores,  for  their  transportation  to  their  future  husbands. 
And  though  in  so  great  a  multitude  many  were  pleased  with 
this  order,  yet  it  was  displeasing  to  the  greater  part,  who 
had  a  greater  affection  for  their  relations  and  native  country. 
Nor,  perhaps,  were  there  wanting  some  who^  preferring 
virginity  to  the  married  state,  would  have  rather  lost  theif 
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liyee  in  anj  country,  than  enjoyed  the  greatest  plenty  in 
vredlock.  In  short,  most  of  them  had  views  and  wishes  dif- 
ferent from  one  another,  had  they  been  left  to  their  own 
liberty.  But  now  the  ships  being  ready,  they  went  on 
board,  and  sailing  down  the  Thames,  made  towards  the  sea. 
At  last,  as  they  were  steering  towards  the  Armorican  coast, 
contrary  winds  arose  and  dispersed  the  whole  fleet.  In  this 
storm  the  greater  part  of  the  ships  foundered;  but  the 
women  that  escaped  the  danger  of  the  sea,  were  driven  upon 
strange  islands,  and  by  a  barbarous  people  either  murdered 
or  made  slaves.  For  they  happened  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
.  the  cruel  army  of  Guanius  and  Melga,  who,  by  the  com 
mand  of  Gratian,*  were  making  terrible  destruction  in  Ger 
many,  and  the  nations  on  the  sea-coast  Guanius  was  king 
of  the  Huns,  and  Melga  of  the  Ficts,  whom  Gratian  had 
engaged  in  his  party,  and  had  sent  him  into  Germany  to 
harass  those  of  Maximian's  party  along  the  sea-coasts. 
While  they  were  thus  exercising  their  barbarous  rage,  they 
happened  to  light  upon  these  virgins,  who  had  been  driven 
on  those  parts,  and  were  so  inflamed  with  their  beauty,  that 
they  courted  them  to  their  brutish  embraces ;  which,  when 
the  women  would  not  submit  to,  the  Ambrons  fell  upon 
them,  and  without  remorse  murdered  the  greatest  part  of 
them.  This  done,  the  two  wicked  leaders  of  the  Ficts  and 
Huns,  Guanius  and  Melga,  being  the  partizans  of  Gratian 
and  Yalentinian,  when  they  had  learned  that  the  island  of 
Britain  was  drained  of  all  its  soldiers,  made  a  speedy  voyage 
towards  it ;  and,  taking  into  their  assistance  the  people  of 
the  adjacent  islands,  arrived  in  Albania.  Then  joining  in  a 
body,  they  invaded  the  kingdom,  which  was  left  without 
either  government  or  defence,  and  made  miserable  destruc- 
tion among  the  common  people.  For  Maximian,  as  we  have 
already  related,  had  carried  away  with  him  all  the  warlike 
youth  that  could  be  found,  and  had  left  behind  him  only  the 
husba&Qimen,  who  had  neither  sense  nor  arms,  for  the  defence 
of  their  country.  Guanius  and  Melga,  finding  that  they 
were  not  able  to  make  the  least  opposition,  began  to  domineer 
most  insolently,  and  to  lay  waste  their  cities  and  countries, 
as  if  they  had  only  been  pens  of  sheep.     The  news  of  this 

*  That  ii^  Qntiao  the  emperoTi  and  brother  of  Yalentinian,  not  Qratiac 
Monicepii 
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grievous  calamity,  comiDg  to  Maximian,  he  sent  awaj  6ra* 
tian  Municeps,*  with  two  legions,  to  their  assistance ;  who^ 
as  soon  as  they  aiTived,  fought  with  the  enemj,  and  after  a 
most  bloodj  victory  over  them,  forced  them  to  fly  over  into 
Ireland.  In  the  meantime,  Maximian  was  killed  at  Rome 
by  Gratian's  friends  ;f  and  the  Britons  whom  he  had  carried 
with  him  were  also  slain  or  dispersed.  Those  of  them  that 
could  escape,  went  to  their  countrymen  in  Annoricai  which 
was  now  called  the  other  Britain. 


BOOK  VI. 

CuAf.  l.^Graiian,  being  advanced  to  the  throne,  it  kiiled  hp  the  common 
people.  The  Britont  desire  the  Romant  to  d^end  them  against  Ouaniut 
and  Melga, 

But  Gratian  Municep3,J  hearing  of  the  death  of  Maximian, 
seized  the  crown,  and  made  himself  king.  After  this  he 
exercised  such  tyranny  that  the  common  people  fell  upon 
him  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  murdered  him.  When 
this  news  reached  other  countries,  their  former  enemies  re- 
turned back  from  Ireland,  and  bringing  with  them  the  Scots, 
Norw^ans,  and  Dacians,  made  dreadful  devastations  with 
fire  and  sword  over  the  whole  kingdom,  from  sea  to  sea. 
Upon  this  most  grievous  calamity  and  oppression,  ambassa- 
dors are  despatched  with  letters  to  Rome,  to  beseech,  with 
tears  and  vows  of  perpetual  subjection,  that  a  body  of  men 
might  be  sent  to  revenge  their  injuries,  and  drive  out  the 
enemy  from  them.  The  ambassadors  in  a  short  time  pre- 
vailed so  fiur,  that,  unmindful  of  past  injuries,  the  Romans 
granted  them  one  legion,  which  was  transported  in  a  fleet  to 
their  coontry,  and  there  speedily  encountered  the  enemy. 

•  Thii  Gratian  was  called  Municepe,  because  he  was  a  citiien  of  Bii- 

t  Mazimus  was  besieged  in  Aquilda,  and  dain  by  TheodoiiiiSi  emperor 

of  the  East,  A.D.  888.  ,         ,.,,.,    «-i^- 

X  There  was  also  one  Marcos  at  this  time,  whom  the  solaitif  in  Bntayi 
adfanced  to  the  lofereigntjr;  bat  he  was  soon  got  rid  of. 
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At  list,  after  the  slaaghter  of  a  vast  multitude  of  them,  tliej 
droTe  them  entirely  out  of  the  countiyy  and  rescued  the 
miserable  people  from  their  outrageous  cruelty*  Then  they 
|tave  orders  for  a  wall  to  be  built  between  Albania  and 
Deira,  from  one  sea  to  the  other,  for  a  terror  to  the  enemy, 
and  safeguard  to  the  country.  At  that  time  Albania  was 
wholly  laid  waste,  by  the  frequent  invasions  of  barbarous 
nations ;  and  whatever  enemies  made  an  attempt  upon  the 
country,  met  with  a  convenient  landing-place  there.  So 
that  the  inhabitants  were  diligent  in  working  upon  the 
wall,*  which  they  finished  partly  at  the  public,  partly  upon 
private  charge. 

Chap.  II. — Ou€theHn*t  tpeeeh  to  th€  Btitom  when  the  Rimant  left  thtm. 

The  Romans,  after  this,  declared  to  the  Britons,  that  they 
,  should  not  be  able  for  the  future  to  undergo  the  fiitigue  of 
such  laborious  expeditions ;  and  that  it  was  beneath  the  dig- 
,  nity  of  the  Roman  state  to  harass  so  great  and  brave  an 
army,  both  by  land  and  sea,  against  base  and  vagabond  rob* 
bers ;  but  that  they  ought  to  apply  themselves  to  the  use  of 
arms,  and  to  fight  bravely  in  defending  to  the  utmost  of  their 
'  power,  their  country,  riches,  wives,  children,  and,  what  it 
dearer  than  all  these,  their  liberty  and  lives.  As  soon  as 
they  had  given  them  this  exhortation,  they  commanded  all 
the  men  of  the  island  that  were  fit  for  war,  to  appear 
together  at  London,  because  the  Romans  were  about  tc 
return  home.  When,  therefore,  they  were  all  assembled, 
Guethelin,  the  metropolitan  of  London,  had  orders  to  make 
n  speech  to  them,  which  he  did  in  these  words  :— 

**  Though  I  am  appointed  by  the  princes  here  present  tc 
speak  to  you,  I  find  myself  raUier  t&bAj  to  burst  into  tears, 
than  to  make  an  eloquent  oration.  It  is  a  most  sensible 
affliction  to  me  to  observe  the  weak  and  destitute  state  into 
which  you  are  fallen  since  Maximian  drew  t^way  with  him 
all  the  forces  and  youth  of  this  kingdom.  You  that  were 
left  were  people  wholly  inexperienced  in  war,  and  occupied 
with  other  employments,  as  tilling  the  ground,  and  several 
kinds  of  mechanical  trades.     So  that  when  your  enemies 

*  It  wif  uantoeHtfT  for  the  Britons  to  build  a  wall,  liecmuie  thiit  vat 
m9  bnUl  for  thMi  by  Stvems  300  yetn  btfort. 
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from  foreign  countries  came  upon  you,  as  sheep  wandering 
without  a  shepherd,  thej  forced  jou  to  quit  your  folds,  tiU 
the  Roman  power  restored  you  to  them  again.  Must  your 
hopes,  therefore,  always  depend  upon  foreign  assistance  ? 
And  will  you  never  use  yourselves  to  handle  arms  against  a 
band  of  robhers,  that  are  by  no  means  stronger  than  your- 
selves, if  you  are  not  dispirited  by  sloth  and  cowardice  ? 
The  Romans  are  now  tired  with  the  continual  voyages 
wherewith  they  are  harassed  to  defend  you  against  your 
enemies:  they  rather  choose  to  remit  to  you  the  tribute 
you  pay  them,  than  undergo  any  longer  this  fatigue  by  land 
and  sea.  Because  you  were  only  the  common  people  at  the 
time  when  we  liad  soldiers  of  our  own,  do  you  therefore 
think  that  manhood  has  quite  forsaken  you  ?  Are  not  men 
in  the  course  of  human  generation  often  the  reverse  of  one 
another  ?  Is  not  a  ploughman  often  the  father  of  a  soldier, 
and  a  soldier  of  a  ploughman  ?  Does  not  the  same  diversity 
happen  in  a  mechanic  and  a  soldier  ?  Since  then,  in  this 
manner,  one  produces  another,  I  cannot  think  it  possible  for 
manhood  to  be  lost  among  them.  As  then  you  are  men,  be- 
have yourselves  like  men :  call  upon  the  name  of  Christ, 
tliat  he  may  inspire  you  with  courage  to  defend  your 
liberties." 

No  sooner  had  he  concluded  his  speech,  than  the  people 
raised  such  a  shout,  that  one  would  have  thought  them  on  a 
sudden  inspired  with  courage  from  heaven. 

Cba^.  III. — T%e  Briions  are  again  eruelip  harmued  bp  Guanitu  ana 

Melga, 

After  this  the  Romans  encouraged  the  timorous  people  as 
much  as  they  could,  and  left  them  patterns  of  their  arms. 
They  likewise  commanded  towers,  having  a  prospect  towards 
the  sea,  to  be  placed  at  proper  distances  along  all  the  south 
coast,  where  their  ships  were,  and  from  whence  they  feared 
the  invasions  of  the  barbarians.  But,  according  to  the  pro- 
verb, *^  It  is  easier  to  make  a  hawk  of  a  kite,  than  a  scholar 
of  a  plouglunan  (*  aU  learning  to  him  is  but  as  a  pearl  thrown 
liefore  swine.  Thus,  no  sooner  had  the  Romans  taken  their 
farewell  of  them,  than  the  two  leaders,  Guanius  and  Melg% 
issned  forth  from  their  ships,  in  which  they  had  fled  over 
into  Ireland,  and  with  their  bands  of  Scots,  Pict%  Norwd* 
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l^iuis,  Dacians,  and  others,  whom  thej  had  brought  along 
with  them,  seized  upon  all  Albania  as  far  ad  the  very  walL 
Understanding,  likewise,  that  the  Bomans  were  gone,  never 
to  return  any  more,  they  now,  in  a  more  insolent  manner 
than  before,  began  their  devastations  in  the  island.  Here- 
upon the  country  fellows  upon  the  battlements  of  the  walls 
sat  night  and  day  with  quaking  hearts,  not  daring  to  stir 
from  their  seats,  and  readier  for  flight  than  making  the  least 
resistance.  In  the  meantime  the  enemies  ceased  not  with 
their  hooks  to  pull  them  down  headlong,  and  dash  the 
wretched  herd  to  pieces  upon  the  ground ;  who  gained  at 
least  this  advantage  by  their  speedy  death,  that  they  avoided 
the  sight  of  that  most  deplorable  calamity,  which  forthwith 
threatened  their  relations  and  dearest  children.  Such  was 
the  terrible  vengeance  of  Grod  for  that  most  wicked  madness 
of  Maximian,  in  draining  the  kingdom  of  aU  its  forces,  who, 
had  they  been  present,  would  have  repulsed  any  nation  that 
invaded  them  ;  an  evident  proof  of  which  they  gave,  by  the 
vast  conquests  they  made  abroad,  even  in  remote  countries  ; 
and  also  by  maintaining  their  own  country  in  peace,  while 
they  continued  here.  But  thus  it  happens  when  a  country 
is  left  to  the  defence  of  country  clowns.  In  short,  quitting 
their  high  wall  and  their  cities,  the  country  people  were  forced 
again  to  fly,  and  to  suffer  a  more  fatal  dispersion,  a  more 
furious  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  a  more  cruel  and  more  general 
slaughter  than  before  ;  and  like  lambs  before  wolves,  so  was 
that  miserable  people  torn  to  pieces  by  the  merciless  barba- 
rians. Again,  therefore,  the  wretched  remainder  send  letters 
to  Agitius,  a  man  of  great  power  among  the  Romans,  to  this 
effect  *<To  Agitius,*  thrice  consul,  the  groans  of  the 
;  Britons.**  And  after  some  few  other  compUonts  they  add  : 
^^  The  sea  drives  us  to  the  barbarians,  and  the  barbarians 
drive  us  back  to  the  sea :  thus  are  we  tossed  to  and  fro  be- 
tween two  kinds  of  death,  being  either  drowned  or  put  to 
the  sword."  Notwithstanding  this  most  moving  address, 
they  procured  no  relief,  and  the  ambassadors  returning  back 
in  great  heaviness,  declared  to  their  countrymen  the  repulse 
which  they  had  suffered. 

*  iEtim  if  the  name  of  Ihii  general  in  the  daade  r/iteffc 
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Chaf.  IV. — C/ueihelin  desires  iuccouu  ^Atdroim* 

HsUBlTPOKy  after  a  consultation  together,  Guetheliny  tiroh* 
bishop  of  London,  passed  over  into  Lesser  Britain,  called  then 
Armorica,  or  Letavia,  to  desire  assistance  of  their  brethren. 
Ai  that  time  Aldroen  reigned  there,  being  the  fourth  king 
&9ai  Conan,  to  whom,  as  has  been  already  related,  Maximian 
had  given  that  kingdom.  This  prince,  seeing  a  prelate  of  so 
great  dignity  arrive,  received  hun  with  honour,  and  inquired 
after  the  occasion  of  his  coming.     To  whom  Guethelin :— - 

"  Your  majesty  can  be  no  stranger  to  the  nusery  which  we, 
your  Britons,  have  suffered  (which  may  even  demand  your 
tears),  since  the  time  that  Maximian  drained  our  island  of 
its  soldiers,  to  people  the  kingdom  which  you  enjoy,  and 
which  Grod  grant  you  may  long  enjoy  in  peace.  For  against 
us  the  poor  remains  of  the  British  race,  all  the  people  of  the 
adjacent  islands,  have  risen  up,  and  made  an  utter  devasta- 
tion in  our  country,  which  then  abounded  with  all  kinds  of 
riches ;  so  that  the  people  now  are  wholly  destitute  of  all 
manner  of  sustenance,  but  what  they  can  get  in  hunting. 
Nor  had  we  any  power  or  knowledge  of  military  affairs  left 
among  us  to  encounter  the  enemy.  For  the  Romans  are 
tired  of  us,  and  have  absolutely  refused  their  assistance.  So 
that  now,  deprived  of  all  other  hope,  we  come  to  implore 
your  clemency,  that  you  would  furnish  us  with  forces,  and 
protect  a  kingdom,  which  is  of  right  your  own,  from  the  in- 
cursions of  barbarians.  For  who  but  yourself,  ought,  with- 
out your  consent,  to  wear  the  crown  of  Constantine  and 
Maximian,  since  the  right  your  ancestors  had  to  it  is  now 
devolved  upon  you  ?  Prepare  then  your  fleet,  and  go  with 
me.  Behold  1  I  deliver  the  kingdom  of  Britain  into  your 
hands.'' 

To  this  Aldroen  made  answer :  "  There  was  a  time  for- 
merly when  I  would  not  have  refused  to  accept  of  the  island 
of  Britain,  if  it  had  been  offered  me  ;  for  I  do  not  think  there 
was  anywhere  a  more  fruitful  country  while  it  enjoyed  peace 
and  tranquillity.  But  now,  since  the  calamities  that  havo 
befallen  it,  it  is  become  of  less  value,  and  odious  both  to  me 
and  all  other  princes.  But  above  all  things  the  power  of  the 
Bomans  was  so  destructive  to  it)  that  nobody  could  e^joy 
any  settled  state  or  authority  in  it^  without  loss  of  liberty, 
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ind  bearing  the  yoke  of  slavery  under  them.  And  who 
would  not  prefer  the  possession  of  a  lesser  odintrj  with 
libeit^r,  to  all  the  riches  of  that  island  in  servitude  ?  The 
kingdom  that  is  now  under  my  subjection  I  enjoy  with 
honour,  and  without  paying  homage  to  any  superior ;  so  that 
I  prefer  it  to  all  other  countries,  since  I  can  govern  it  with- 
out being  controlled.  Neverthdess,  out  of  respect  to  the 
right  thf^  my  ancestors  for  many  generations  have  had  to 
your  island,  I  deliver  to  you  my  brother  Constantine  with 
two  thousand  men,  that  with  the  good  providence  of  God, 
he  may  free  your  country  from  the  inroads  of  barbarians, 
and  obtain  the  crown  for  himself.  For  I  have  a  brother 
called  by  that  name,  who  is  an  expert  soldier,  and  in  all  other 
respects  an  accomplished  man.  If  you  please  to  accept  of 
him,  1  will  not  refuse  to  send  him  with  you,  together  with 
the  said  number  of  men ;  for  indeed  a  larger  number  I  do 
not  mention  to  you,  because  I  am  daily  threatened  with  dis- 
turbance from  the  Grauls."  He  had  scarcely  done  speaking 
before  the  archbbhop  returned  him  thanks,  and  when  Con- 
stantine was  called  in,  broke  out  into  these  expressions  of 
joy  :  **  Christ  conquers  ;  Christ  commands  ;  Christ  reigns : 
behold  the  king  of  desolate  Britain  !  Be  Christ  only  present, 
and  behold  our  defence,  our  hope  and  joy."  In  short,  the 
ships  being  got  ready,  the  men  who  were  chosen  out  from 
aU  parts  of  Uie  kingdom,  were  delivered  to  Guethelin. 

Chap.  Y.— C»fulaii/ifi#,  hein^  made  kinff  ^f  Britain,  leaves  three  $on$* 

When  they  had  made  all  necessary  preparations,  they  em- 
barked, and  arrived  at  the  port  of  Totness  ;  and  then  with- 
out delay  assembled  together  the  youth  that  was  left  in  the 
island,  and  encountered  the  enemy ;  over  whom,  by  the 
merit  of  the  holy  prelate,  they  obtained  the  victory.  After 
this  the  Britons,  before  dispersed,  flocked  together  from  all 
parts,  and  in  a  council  held  at  Silchester,  promoted  Constan- 
tine to  the  throne,  and  there  performed  the  ceremony  of  his 
coronation.  They  also  married  him  to  a  lady,  descended 
firom  a  noUe  Boman  family,  whom  archbishop  Guethelin  had 
educated,  and  by  whom  the  king  had  afterwards  three  sons, 
Constans,  Aorelius  Ambrosios,  and  Uther  Pendragon.  Con- 
atans,  who  was  the  eldest,  he  delivered  to  the  church  cf  Am- 
pliiMus  id  WInchesteri  that  he  might  there  take  upuD  bia 
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the  mcmastic  order.  But  the  other  two,  viz.  Anrelius  and 
Uther^  he  committed  to  the  core  of  Gaethelin  for  their  edu- 
cation. At  last,  after  ten  jears  were  expired,  there  came  a 
certain  Pict,  who  had  entered  in  his  service^  and  under  pre* 
tence  of  holding  some  private  discourse  with  him,  in  a 
nursery  of  young  trees  where  nobody  was  presenti  st&bbed 
him  with  a  dagger. 

Chap.  VI. — Corutant  is  bp  VorHgem  crowned  king  of  Britain, 

Upon  the  death  of  Constantine,  a  dissension  arose  among  the 
nobUityy  about  a  successor  to  the  throne.  Some  were  for 
setting  up  Aurelius  Ambrosius ;  others  Uther  Pendragon  ; 
others  again  some  other  persons  of  the  royal  family.  At  last, 
when  they  could  come  -to  no-  conclusion,  Vortigern,  consul 
of  the  Grewisseans,  who  was  himself  very  ambitious  of  the 
crown,  went  to  Constans  the  monk,*  and  thus  addressed 
himself  to  him :  ^^  You  see  your  father  is  dead,  and  your 
brothers  on  account  of  their  age  are  incapable  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  neither  do  I  see  any  of  your  family  besides  yourself, 
whom  the  people  ought  to  promote  to  the  kingdom.  K  you 
wfll  therefore  follow  my  advice,  I  will,  on  condition  of  your 
increasing  my  private  estate,  dispose  the  people  to  Tavour 
jTOur  advancement,  and  free  you  from  that  habit,  notwith- 
standing that  it  is  against  the  rule  of  your  order."  Constans, 
overjoyed  at  the  proposal,  promised,  with  an  oath,  that  upon 
these  terms  he  would  grant  him  whatever  he  would  desire. 
Then  Vordgem  took  him,  and  investing  him  in  his  regal 
habiliments,  conducted  him  to  London,  and  made  him  king, 
though  not  with  the  free  consent  of  the  people.  Arch- 
biahqf)  Guethelin  was  then  dead,  nor  was  there  any  other 
that  durst  perform  the  ceremony  of  Ids  unction,  on  account 
of  his  having  quitted  the  monastic  order.  However,  this 
proved  no  hindrance  to  his  coronation,  for  Vortigern  himself 
performed  the  ceremony  instead  of  a  bishop. 

*  It  is  trne  that  Constana,  the  son  of  CkmstanUne,  entered  into  the 
sacerdotal  profesnon,  but  both  he  and  his  fSEither  Constantine  were  slain  in 
Gaul,  whtdi  they  bad  made  the  seat  of  their  empire,  to  the  entire  i.eglect 
of  Britain* 
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Chap.   Ylh^Fortigem  treaehiroutly  contrivei  to  get  king  OontUmt 

attassmatgd. 

Constats,  being  thus  advanced,  committed  the  whole 
government  of  the  kingdom  to  Vortigem,  and  surrendered 
himself  up  so  entirely  to  his  counsels,  that  lie  did  nothing 
without  his  order.  His  own  incapacity  for  government 
obliged  him  to  do  this,  for  he  had  learned  any  thing  else 
rather  than  state  affairs  within  his  cloister.  Vortigern 
became  sensible  of  this,  and  therefore  began  to  deliberate 
with  himself  what  course  to  take  to  obtain  the  crown,  of 
which  he  had  been  before  extremely  ambitious.  He  saw 
that  now  was  his  proper  time  to  gain  his  end  easily,  when 
the  kingdom  was  wholly  intrusted  to  his  management ;  and 
Constans,  who  bore  the  title  of  king,  was  no  more  than  the 
shadow  of  one  ;  for  he  was  of  a  soft  temper,  a  bad  judge  in 
matters  of  right,  and  not  in  the  least  feared,  either  by  his 
own  people,  or  by  the  neighbouring  states.  And  as  for  his 
two  brothers,  Uther  Pendi'agon  and  Aurelius  Ambrosius, 
they  were  only  children  in  their  ci'adles,  and  therefore 
incapable  of  the  government.  There  was  likewise  this 
farther  misfortune,  that  all  the  older  persons  of  the  nobility 
were  dead,  so  that  Vortigem  seemed  to  be  the  only  man 
surviving,  that  had  craft,  policy,  and  experience  in  matters 
of  state ;  and  all  the  rest  in  a  manner  children,  or  raw 
youths,  who  only  inherited  the  honours  of  their  parents  and 
relations  that  had  been  killed  in  the  former  wars.  Vortigem, 
finding  a  concurrence  of  so  many  favourable  circumstances, 
contrived  how  he  might  easily  and  cunningly  depose  Constans 
the  monk,  and  immediately  establish  himself  in  his  place. 
But  in  order  to  do  this,  he  waited  until  he  had  first  well 
estabUshed  his  power  and  interest  in  several  countries.  He 
therefore  petitioned  to  have  the  king's  treasures,  and  his 
fortified  cities,  in  his  own  custody ;  pretending  there  was  a 
rumour,  that  the  neighbouring  islanders  designed  an  invasion 
of  the  kingdom.  This  being  granted  him,  he  placed  his  own 
creatures  in  those  cities,  to  secure  them  for  himself.  Then 
having  formed  a  scheme  how  to  execute  his  treasonable 
designs,  he  went  to  the  king,  and  represented  to  him  the 
necesai^  of  augmenting  the  number  of  his  domestics,  that 
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he  might  more  safelj  oppose  the  inyasion  of  the  enemj, 
**  Have  not  I  left  all  things  to  your  disposal  ?"  said  Constana* 
^*  Do  what  you  will  as  to  that,  so  that  they  be  but  faithful  to 
me."  Yortigem  replied,  '^  I  am  informed  that  the  Picts  are 
going  to  bring  the  Dacians  and  Norwegians  in  upon  us,  with 
a  design  to  give  us  very  great  annoyance.  I  would  therefore 
advise  you,  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  the  best  course  you  can 
take,  that  you  maintain  some  Picts  in  your  court,  who  may 
do  you  good  service  among  those  of  that  nation.  For  if  it 
is  true  that  they  are  preparing  to  b^in  a  rebellion,  you  may 
employ  them  as  spies  upon  their  countrymen  in  their  plots 
and  stratagems,  so  as  easily  to  escape  them."  This  was  the 
dark  treason  of  a  secret  enemy  ;  for  he  did  not  recommend 
this  out  of  regard  to  the  safety  of  Constans,  but  because  he 
knew  the  Picts  to  be  a  giddy  people,  and  ready  for  all 
manner  of  wickedness ;  so  that,  in  a  fit  of  drunkenness  or 
passion,  they  might  easily  be  incensed  against  the  king,  and 
make  no  scruple  to  assassinate  him.  And  such  an  accident, 
when  it  should  happen,  would  make  an  open  way  for  his 
accession  to  the  throne,  which  he  so  often  had  in  view. 
Hereupon  he  despatched  messengers  into  Scotland,  with  an 
invitation  to  a  hundred  Pictish  soldiers,  whom  accordingly 
he  received  into  the  king's  household ;  and  when  admitted, 
he  showed  them  more  respect  than  all  the  rest  of  the  domes- 
tics, by  making  them  several  presents,  and  allowing  them  a 
luxurious  table,  insomuch  that  they  looked  upon  him  as  the 
king.  So  great  was  the  regard  they  had  for  him,  that  they 
made  songs  of  him  about  the  streets,  the  subject  of  which 
was,  that  Yortigem  deserved  the  government,  deserved  the 
sceptre  of  Britain  ;  but  that  Constant  was  unworthy  of  it 
This  encouraged  Yortigem  to  show  them  still  more  favour, 
in  order  the  more  firmly  to  engage  them  in  his  interest ;  and 
when  by  these  practices  he  had  made  them  entirely  his 
creatures,  he  took  an  opportunity,  when  they  were  drunk,  to 
tell  them,  that  he  was  going  to  retire  out  of  Britain,  to  see  if 
he  could  get  a  better  estate ;  for  the  small  revenue  he  had 
then,  he  said,  would  not  so  much  as  enable  him  to  maintain  m 
retinue  of  fifty  men.  Then  putting  on  a  look  of  sadness,  he 
withdrew  to  his  own  apartment,  and  left  them  drinking  in 
the  hall.  The  Picts  at  this  sight  were  in  inexpressible  sorrow, 
as  thinking  what  he  had  said  was  tme,  and  murmuring  said 
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one  to  another,  ^^  Why  do  we  suffer  this  monk  to  live  ?  Why 
do  not  we  kill  him,  that  Yortigem  may  enjoy  his  crown  ? 
Who  is  so  fit  to  succeed  as  he  ?  A  man  so  generous  to  us  is 
worthy  to  rule,  and  deserves  all  the  honour  and  dignity  that 
we  can  bestow  upon  him." 

Chap.    YIII. — Aurelius  Ambrotius  and  Uiher  Pgndrapan  JU$ 

Vortigemf  and  goto 


Afteb  this,  breaking  into  Constan's  bed-chamber,  they  fell 
upon  him  and  killed  him,  and  carried  his  head  to  Yortigem. 
At  the  sight  of  it,  he  put  on  a  mournful  countenance,  and 
burst  forth  into  tears,  though  at  the  same  time  he  was 
almost  transported  with  joy.  However,  he  summoned 
together  the  citizens  of  London,  (for  there  the  fact  was 
committed,)  and  commanded  all  the  assassins  to  be  bound, 
and  their  heads  to  be  cut  off  for  this  abominable  parricide. 
In  the  meantime  there  were  some  who  had  a  suspicion,  that 
this  piece  of  villany  was  wholly  the  contrivance  of  Yortigem, 
and  that  the  Ficts  were  only  his  instruments  to  execute  it« 
Others  again  as  positively  asserted  his  innocence.  At  last 
the  matter  being  left  in  doubt,  those  who  had  the  care  of  the 
two  brothers,  Aurelius  Ambrosius,  and  Uther  Pendragon, 
fled  over  with  them  into  Lesser  Britain,  for  fear  of  b^g 
kiUed  by  Yortigem.  There  they  were  kindly  received  by 
king  Budes,  who  took  care  to  give  them  an  education  suitable 
to  their  royal  birth. 

Chap.  lX.^VorHffern  make$  hinueff  Hmg  ^  BrUahu 

Now  Yortigem,  seeing  nobody  to  rival  him  in  the  kingdom, 
placed  the  crown  on  his  own  head,  and  thus  gained  the  pre- 
eminence over  all  the  rest  of  the  princes.  At  last  his  treason 
being  discovered,  the  people  of  the  adjacent  islands,  whom 
the  Ficts  had  brought  into  Albania,  made  insurrection 
against  him.  For  the  Ficts  were  enraged  on  account  of  the 
death  of  their  fellow  soldiers,  who  had  been  slain  for  the 
murder  of  Constans,  and  endeavoured  to  revenge  that  ixyury 
upon  him.  Yortigem  therefore  was  daily  in  great  distxessy 
and  lost  a  considerable  part  of  his  army  in  a  war  with  thenu 
He  had  likewise  no  less  trouble  fixun  another  quarter,  for 
fear  of  Aurelius  Ambrosius^  and  his  brother  Uther  Pendra^ 
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gon,  who^  as  we  said  before,  had  fled,  on  his  accoant,  into 
Lesser  Britain^  For  he  heard  it  mmonred,  daj  after  daj, 
that  they  had  now  arriyed  at  man's  estate,  and  had  built  a 
vast  fleet,  with  a  design  to  return  back  to  the  kingdom,  which 
was  their  undoubted  right 


Chap.  X. — Vartiggm  iakei  the  Stutons  that  wer0  new-^^mers,  to  hU 

Lr  the  meantime  there  arriyed  in  Kent  three  brigandinecf,  cc 
long  galleys,  full  of  armed  men^  under  the  command  of  two 
brothers,  Horsa  and  Hengist*  Yortigem  was  then  at 
Dorobeniia,  now  Canterbury,  which  citj  he  used  oflen  to 
Tisit;  and  being  informed  of  the  arriyal  of  some  tall 
strangers  in  large  ships,  he  ordered  that  thej  should  be 
received  peaceably,  and  conducted  into  his  presence.  As 
soon  as  they  were  brought  before  him,  he  cast  his  eyes  upcm 
the  two  brothers,  who  excelled  all  the  rest  both  in  nobility 
and  gracefulness  of  person  ;  and  having  taken  a  view  of  the 
whole  company,  asked  them  of  what  country  they  were,  and 
what  was  the  occasion  of  their  coming  into  his  kingdom. 
To  whom  Hengist  (whose  years  and  wisdom  entitled  Mm  to 
a  precedence),  in  the  name  of  the  rest^  made  the  following 
answer:— 

^  Most  noble  king,  Saxony,  which  is  one  of  the  countries 
of  Germany,  was  the  place  of  our  birth ;  and  the  occasion 
of  our  commg  was  to  ofler  our  service  to  you  or  some  other 
prince.  For  we  were  driven  out  of  our  native  country,  for 
no  other  reason,  but  that  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  required 
it  It  is  customary  among  us,  that  when  we  come  to  be 
overstocked  with  people,  our  princes  from  all  the  provinces 
meet  together,  and  command  all  the  youths  of  the  kingdom 
to  assemble  before  them  ;  then  casting  lots,  they  make  choice 
of  the  strongest  and  ablest  of  them,  to  go  into  foreign  nations, 
to  procure  themselves  a  subsistence,  and  free  their  native 
country  fixun  a  superfluous  multitude  of  people.  Our 
country,  tiierefore,  bang  of  late  overstocked,  our  princes 
met,  and  after  having  cast  lots,  made  chmoe  of  the  youth 
which  you  see  in  jrour  presence,  and  have  obliged  as  to  obey 

*  It  Is  the  gencnlljr  reeeiyed  opinioo  that  Hengiit  ind  Hont  landtd  k 
Britain  a.p.  449* 
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the  custom  which  has  been  established  of  old.  And  us  two 
brothers,  Hengist  and  Horsa, '  they  made  generals  over  them, 
out  of  respect  to  our  ancestors,  who  enjoyed  the  same  honour. 
In  obedience,  therefore,  to  the  laws  so  long  established,  we 
put  out  to  sea,  and  under  the  good  guidance  of  Mercury 
have  arrived  in  your  kingdom." 

The  king,  at  the  name  of  Mercury,  looking  earnestly  upon 
them,  ask^  them  what  religion  they  professed.  ^'  We  wor- 
ship,** replied  Hengist,  ^'  our  country's  gods,  Saturn  and  Jupi- 
ter, and  the  other  deities  that  govern  the  world,  but  especially 
Mercury,  whom  in  our  language  we  call  Woden,  and  to 
whom  our  ancestors  consecrated  the  fourth  day  of  the  week, 
still  called  after  his  name  Wodensday.  Next  to  him  we 
worship  the  powerful  goddess,  Frea,  to  whom  they  also  dedi- 
cated the  sixth  day,  which  after  her  name  we  call  Friday." 
Vortigern  replied,  "  For  your  credulity,  or  rather  incredulity, 
I  am  much  grieved,  but  I  rejoice  at  your  arrival,  which, 
whether  by  Grod's  providence  or  some  other  agency,  happens 
yery  seasonably  for  me  in  my  present  difficulties.  For  I  am 
oppressed  by  my  enemies  on  every  side,  and  if  you  will 
engage  with  me  in  my  wars,  I  will  entertain  you  honourably 
in  my  kingdom,  and  bestow  upon  you  lands  and  other  pos- 
sessions." The  barbarians  readily  accepted  his  offer,  and 
the  agreement  between  them  being  ratified,  they  resided  at 
his  court  Soon  after  this,  the  Picts,  issuing  forth  from 
Albania,  with  a  very  great  army,  began  to  lay  waste  the 
northern  parts  of  the  island.  When  Vortigern  had  inform- 
ation of  it,  he  assembled  his  forces,  and  went  to  meet  them 
beyond  the  Humber.  Upon  their  engaging,  the  battle 
proved  very  fierce  on  both  sides,  though  there  was  but  little 
occasion  for  the  Britons  to  exert  themselves,  for  the  Saxons 
fought  so  bravely,  that  the  enemy,  formerly  so  victorious, 
were  speedily  put  to  flight. 

Chap.  XI. — Hengiit  bringt  over  great  numbert  of  Seutant  into  Britmn. 

hit  crqfljf  petition  to  Vortigern^ 

VoBTiaERN,  therefore,  as  he  owed  the  victory  to  them,  in* 
creased  his  bounty  to  them,  and  gave  their  general,  Hengist, 
large  possessions  of  land  in  Lindesia,*  for  the  subsistence  of 

•  Or  LincUej.    See  Bede't  Ecclea.  Hist.  p.  .09,  noCt 
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himflelf  and  IiIs  fellow  soldiers.  Hereupon  Hengist,  who 
was  a  man  of  experience  and  subtiltj,  finding  how  much 
interest  he  had  with  the  king,  addressed  him  in  this  manner: 
— "  Sir,  your  enemies  give  you  disturbance  from  all  quarters, 
and  few  of  your  subjects  love  you.  They  all  threaten  you, 
and  say,  they  are  going  to  bring  over  Aurelius  Ambrosius 
from  Armorica,  to  depose  you,  and  make  him  king.  If  you 
please,  let  us  send  to  our  country  to  invite  over  some  more 
soldiers,  that  with  our  forces  increased  we  may  be  better 
able  to  oppose  them.  But  there  is  one  thing  which  I  would 
desire  of  your  clemency,  if  I  did  not  fear  a  refusal**  Vorti- 
gem  made  answer,  "  Send  your  messengers  to  Germany,  and 
invite  over  whom  you  please,  and  you  shall  have  no  refusal 
from  me  in  whatever  you  shall  desire."  Hengist,  with  a  low 
bow,  returned  him  thanks,  and  said,  "  The  possessions  which 
you  have  given  me  in  land  and  houses  are  very  large,  but 
you  have  not  yet  done  me  that  honour  which  becomes  my 
station  and  birth,  because,  among  other  things,  I  should 
have  had  some  town  or  city  granted  me,  that  I  might  be 
entitled  to  greater  esteem  among  the  nobility  of  your  king- 
dom. I  ought  to  have  been  made  a  consul  or  prince,  since 
my  ancestors  enjoyed  both  those  dignities."  "  It  is  not  in 
my  power,"  replied  Vortigem,  "  to  do  you  so  much  honour, 
because  you  are  strangers  and  pagans ;  neither  am  I  yet  so 
far  acquainted  with  your  manners  and  customs,  as  to  set  you 
upon  a  level  with  my  natural  bom  subjects.  And,  indeed, 
if  I  did  esteem  you  as  my  subjects,  I  should  not  be  forward 
to  do  BO,  because  the  nobility  of  my  kingdom  would  strongly 
dissuade  me  from  it."  "  Give  your  servant,"  said  Hengist, 
**  only  so  much  ground  in  the  place  you  have  assigned  me, 
as  I  can  encompass  with  a  leathern  thong,  for  to  build  a  for- 
tress upon,  as  a  place  of  retreat  ii*  occasion  should  require. 
For  I  will  always  be  faithful  to  you,  as  I  have  been  hitherto, 
and  pursue  no  other  design  in  the  request  which  I  have 
made."  With  these  words  the  king  was  prevailed  upon  to 
grant  him  his  petition ;  and  ordered  him  to  despatch  messen- 
gers into  Germany,  to  invite  more  men  over  speedily  to  his 
assistance.  Hengist  inmiediately  executed  his  orders,  and 
taking  a  bull's  hide,  made  one  thong  out  of  the  whole,  with 
which  he  encompassed  a  rocky  place  that  he  had  carefully 
nmde  choice  of,  and  within  that  circuit  began  to  buiLI  • 
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castle,  which,  when  fiolshed,  took  its  name  from  the  thong 
wherewith  it  had  been  measured;  for  it  was  afterward 
called,  in  the  British  tongue,  Kaercorrei ;  in  Saxon,  Thau- 
castre,  that  is,  Thong  Castle.* 

Chap.  XII. — Voriigem  marriei  IUw€n,f  the  daughter  qf  Hengut*' 

In  the  meantime,  the  messengers  returned  from  Grermany, 
with  eighteen  ships  full  of  the  best  soldiers  thej  could  get. 
Thej  also  brought  along  with  them  Bowen,  the  daughter  of 
Hengist,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  beauties  of  that  age. 
After  their  arriyal,  Hengist  invited  the  king  to  his  house,  to 
view  his  new  buildings,  and  the  new  soldiers  that  were 
come  over.  The  king  readilj  accepted  of  his  invitation,  but 
privately,  and  having  highly  commended  the  magnificence  of 
the  structure,  enlisted  the  men  into  his  service.  Here  he 
was  entertained  at  a  royal  banquet;  and  when  that  was 
over,  the  young  lady  came  out  of  her  chamber  bearing  a 
golden  cup  full  of  wine,  with  which  she  approached  the 
king,  and  making  a  low  courtesy,  said  to  him,  "Lauerd|  king 
wacht  heil ! "  The  king,  at  the  sight  of  the  lady's  face,  was 
on  a  sudden  both  surprised  and  inflamed  with  her  beauty ; 
and  calling  to  his  interpreter,  asked  him  what  she  said,  and 
what  answer  he  should  make  her.  '^  She  called  you,  ^Lord 
king,'"  said  the  interpreter,  "and  offered  to  drink  your  health. 
Your  answer  to  her  must  be,  *Drinc  heil  I*"  Vortigem 
accordingly  answered,  "Drinc  heil!**  and  bade  her  dmik; 
after  which  he  took  the  cup  from  her  hand,  kissed  her,  and 
drank  himself.  From  that  time  to  this,  it  has  been  the 
custom  in  Britain,  that  he  who  drinks  to  any  one  says, 
"Wacht  heil!"  and  he  that  pledges  him,  answers  "Drui<: 
heil!'*  Vortigem  being  now  drunk  with  the  variety  of 
liquors,  the  devil  took  this  opportunity  to  enter  into  his 
\/>  heart,  and  to  make  him  in  love  with  the  damsel,  so  that  he 
became  suitor  to  her  father  for  her.  It  was,  I  say,  by  the 
devil's  entering  into  his  heart,  that  he,  who  was  a  Christian, 
should  fall  in  love  with  a  pagan.    By  this  example,  Hengis^ 

*  Now  called  Caistor,  twentj-three  miles  N.N.E.  from  Uncolii. 
t  More  commonlj  aod  el^gantlj  called  Rowena ;  Roowm  aad  "^ 
occur  in  some  of  the  BISS. 
X  That  ii,  Lord. 
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being  a  pradent  man,  disoovered  the  king*8  levity,  and  con* 
suited  with  his  brother  Horsa  and  the  other  ancient  men 
present,  what  to  do  in  relation  to  the  king's  request  They 
onanimoasly  adyised  him  to  give  him  his  daughter,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  her  to  demand  the  province  of  Kent  Accord- 
ingly the  daughter  was  without  delay  ddivered  to  Yortigem, 
and  the  province  of  Kent  to  Hengist,  without  the  knowledge 
of  Grorangan,  who  had  the  government  of  it  The  king  the 
same  night  married  the  pagan  lady,  and  became  extremely 
delighted  with  her ;  by  which  he  quickly  brought  upon  him- 
self the  hatred  of  ^e  nobility,  and  of  his  own  sons.  For  he 
had  already  three  sons,  whose  names  were  Yortimer,  Cati- 
gem,  and  Pascentius. 

Chap.  XIIl. — T%g  bishops^  Oermanvs  and  Lupus^  restcre  tk§  Christian 
faiih  thai  had  been  corrupted  in  Britain,  Octa  and  EUua  are  four 
timet  routed  bp  VorOmer, 

At  that  time  came  St  Germanus,  bishop  of  Auxerre,  and 
Lupus,  bishop  of  Troyes,  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Britons. 
For  the  Chnstian  faith  hsd  been  corrupted  among  them, 
partly  by  the  pagans  whom  the  king  had  brought  into 
society  with  them,  partly  by  the  Pelagian  heresy,  with 
the  poison  whereof  they  had  been  a  long  time  infected.  But 
by  the  preaching  of  these  holy  men,  the  true  faith  and  wor- 
ship was  again  restored,  the  many  miracles  they  wrought 
giving  success  to  their  labours.  Gildas  has  in  his  elegant 
treatise  given  an  account  of  the  many  miracles  Gk)d  wrought 
by  them.  The  king  being  now,  as  we  have  said,  possessed 
of  the  lady,  Hengist  said  to  him :  ''As  I  am  your  father,  I 
claim  the  right  of  being  your  counsellor :  do  not  therefore 
slight  my  advice,  since  it  is  to  my  countrymen  you  must  owe 
the  conquest  of  all  your  enemies.  Let  us  invite  over  mj 
son  Octa  and  his  brother  Ebissa,  who  are  brave  soldiers,  ano 
give  them  the  countries  that  are  in  the  northern  parts  oi 
Britain,  by  the^wall,  between  Deira  and  Albania.  For  they 
will  hinder  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians,  and  so  you  shaU 
enjoy  peace  on  the  other  side  of  the  Humber.**  Yortigeru 
ocMuplied  with  his  request,  and  ordered  them  to  invite  over 
whomsoever  they  knew  able  to  assist  him.  Lnmediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  message,  came  Octa,  Ebissa,  and 
C^rdich,  with  three  hundred  ships  filled  with  sddieri^  wh^ 
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were  all  kindly  received  by  Vortigem,  and  had  ample 
presents  made  them.  For  by  their  assistance  he  Tanquished 
his  enemies,  and  in  everj  engagement  troved  yictorious. 
Hengist  in  the  meantime  continued  to  invite  over  more  and 
more  ships,  and  to  augment  his  numbers  daily.  Which 
when  the  Britons  observed,  they  were  afraid  of  being  be- 
trayed by  them,  and  moved  the  king  to  banish  them  out  of 
his  coasts.  For  it  was  contrary  to  the  rule  of  the  gospel 
that  Christians  should  hold  fellowship,  or  have  any  inter- 
course, with  pagans.  Besides  which,  the  number  of  those 
that  were  come  over  was  now  so  great,  that  they  were  a 
terror  to  his  subjects ;  and  nobody  could  now  know  who  was 
a  pagan,  or  who  a  Christian,  since  pagans  married  the 
daughters  and  kinswomen  of  Christians.  These  things  they 
represented  to  th6  king,  and  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him 
from  entertaining  them,  lest  they  might,  by  some  treacherous 
conspiracy,  prove  an  overmatch  for  the  native  inhabitants. 
But  Yortigem,  who  loved  them  above  all  other  nations  on 
account  of  his  wife,  was  deaf  to  their  advice.  For  this  reason 
the  Britons  quickly  desert  him,  and  unanimously  set  up  Vorti- 
mer  his  son  for  their  king ;  who  at  their  instigation  began  to 
drive  out  the  barbarians,  and  to  make  dreadful  incursions  upon 
them.  Four  battles  he  fought  with  them,  and  was  victorious 
in  all :  the  first  upon  the  river  Dereuent  ;*  the  second  upon 
the  ford  of  Epsford,  where  Horsa  and  Catigem,  another 
son  of  Vortigern,  met  and,  after  a  sharp  encounter,  killed 
each  other  ;f  the  third  upon  the  sea-shore,  where  the  enemies 
fled  shamefully  to  their  ships,  and  betook  themselves  for 
refuge  to  the  Isle  of  Thane t.  But  Yortimer  besieged  them 
there,  and  daily  distressed  them  with  his  fleet.  And  when 
they  were  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  assaults  of  the  Britons, 
they  sent  king  Yortigem,  who  was  present  with  them  in  all 
those  wars,  to  his  son  Yortimer,  to  desire  leave  to  depart, 
and  return  back  safe  to  Germany.  And  while  a  confer- 
ence upon  this  subject  was  being  held,  they  in  the  mean- 
time went  on  board  their  long  galleys,  and,  leaving  their 
wives  and  children  behind  them,  returned  back  to  Germany. 

*  The  Dereaent  leemB  to  be  the  Darent,  a  strettm  which  giret  Itt  namt 
to  Darlford. 

f  The  Tenr  remarkable  monmDent,  called  Kit  Cottj'thonse,  is  tradition* 
allj  fuppoeea  to  mark  the  grare  of  Catiffmi. 
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Chap.  XIV. — Vortitner*8  kindness  to  his  soldiers  ai  Ms  death, 

VoBTDiBB,  after  this  great  success,  began  to  restore  his  sub- 
jects to  their  possessions  which  had  been  taken  dom  them, 
and  to  show  them  all  marks  of  his  affection  and  esteem,  and  at 
the  instance  of  St.  Germanus  to  rebuild  their  churches.  But 
his  goodness  quickly  stirred  up  the  enmitj  of  the  devil 
against  him,  who  entering  into  the  heart  of  his  stepmother 
Rowen,  excited  her  to  contrive  liis  death.  For  this  purpose 
she  consulted  with  the  poisoners,  and  procured  one  who  was 
intimate  with  him,  whom  she  corrupted  with  large  and 
numerous  presents,  to  give  him  a  poisonous  draught ;  so  that 
this  brave  soldier,  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  it,  was  seized  with 
a  sudden  illness,  that  deprived  him  of  all  hopes  of  life.  Here- 
upon he  forthwith  ordered  all  his  men  to  come  to  him,  and 
having  shown  them  how  near  he  was  to  his  end,  distributed 
among  them  all  the  treasure  his  predecessors  had  heaped  up, 
and  endeavoured  to  comfort  them  in  their  sorrow  and  lamen- 
tation for  him,  telling  them,  he  was  only  going  the  way  of 
all  flesh.  But  he  exhorted  those  brave  and  warlike  young 
men,  who  had  attended  him  in  all  his  victories,  to  persist 
courageously  in  the  defence  of  their  country  against  all  hostile 
invasion  ;  and  with  wonderful  greatness  of  mind,  conmianded 
a  brazen  pyramid  to  be  placed  in  the  port  where  the  Saxons 
used  to  land,  and  his  body  when  dead  to  be  buried  on  the 
top  of  it,  that  the  sight  of  his  tomb  might  frighten  back  the 
biurbarians  to  Germany.  For  he  said  none  of  them  would 
dare  approach  the  country,  that  should  but  get  a  sight  of  his 
tomb.  Such  was  the  admirable  bravery  of  this  great  man, 
who,  as  he  had  been  a  terror  to  them  while  living,  en- 
deavoured to  be  no  less  so  when  dead.  Notwithstanding 
which,  he  was  no  sooner  dead,  than  the  Britons  had  no 
T^ard  to  his  orders,  but  buried  him  at  London. 

Chap.  XV. — Henyisty  having  mckediy  murdered  the  princes  t^  Britain^ 

keeps  Fortigem  prisoner* 

YoRTiossK,  after  the  death  of  his  son,  was  again  restored  to 
the  kingdom,  and  at  the  request  of  his  wife  sent  messengers 
into  Gr^*many  to  Hengist,  with  an  invitation  to  return  into 
Britain,  but  privately,  and  with  a  small  retinue,  to  prevent  a 
quarrel  between  the  barbarians  and  his  sulgects.    But  Hen* 
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gist^  hearing  tliat  Vortimer  was  dead,  raised  an  army  ct  no 
less  than  three  hundred  thoasand  men,  and  fitting  out  a  fleet 
returned  with  them  to  Britain.  Wlien  Yortigem  and  the 
nobilitj  heard  of  the  arriycl  of  so  vast  a  multitude,  they  were 
immoderately  incensed,  and,  after  consultati<m  together,  re- 
solved to  fight  them,  and  drive  them  from  their  coasts. 
Hengist,  being  informed  of  tlieir  design  by  messengers  sent 
from  his  daughter,  inmiediately  entered  into  deliberation 
what  course  to  pursue  against  them.  After  several  strata- 
gems had  been  considered,  he  judged  it  most  feasible,  to  im- 
pose upon  the  nation  by  making  show  of  peace.  With  this 
view  he  sent  ambassadors  to  the  king,  to  declare  to  him,  that 
he  had  not  brought  so  great  a  number  of  men  for  the  pur- 
pose either  of  staying  with  him,  or  offering  any  violence  to 
the  country.  But  the  reason  why  he  brought  them,  was 
because  he  thought  Yortimer  was  yet  living,  and  that  he 
should  have  occasion  for  them  against  him,  in  case  of  an 
assault.  But  now  since  he  no  longer  doubted  of  his  being 
dead,  he  submitted  himself  and  his  people  to  the  disposal  of 
Yortigem  ;  so  that  he  might  retain  as  many  of  them  as  he 
should  think  fit,  and  whomsoever  he  rejected  Hengist  would 
allow  to  return  back  without  delay  to  Germany.  And  if 
these  terms  pleased  Yortigem,  he  desired  him  to  appoint  a 
time  and  place  for  their  meeting,  and  adjusting  matters 
according  to  his  pleasure.  When  these  things  were  repre- 
sented to  the  king,  he  was  mightily  pleased,  as  being  very 
unwilling  to  part  with  Hengist ;  and  at  last  ordered  his  sub- 
jects and  the  Saxons  to  meet  upon  the  kalends  of  May,  which 
were  now  very  near,  at  the  monastery  of  Ambrius,*  for  the 
settling  of  the  matters  above  mentioned.  The  appointment 
being  agreed  to  on  both  sides,  Hengist,  with  a  new  design  ol 
villany  in  his  head,  ordered  his  soldiers  to  carry  every  one 
of  them  a  long  dagger  under  their  garments ;  and  while  the 
conference  should  be  held  with  the  Britons,  who  would  have 
no  suspicion  of  them,  he  would  give  them  this  word  of  com- 
mand, **  Nemet  oure  Saxas  ;*  at  which  moment  they  were  all 
to  be  ready  to  seize  boldly  every  one  his  next  man,  and  with 
his  drawn  dagger  stab  him.  Accordingly  they  all  met  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed,  and  began  to  treat  of  peace  ;  aod 
when  a  fit  opportunity  offered  for  execatang  his  vUlaoyi 

*  Ambieiibufy* 
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Hcogist  cried  out,  "Nemet  oare  Saxas,"  ani  the  samo  in- 
stant seized  Yortigern,  and  held  him  by  his  cloak.  The 
SaxonSy  upon  the  signal  giyen,  drew  their  daggers,  and  fill- 
ing upon  the  princes,  who  little  suspected  any  such  design, 
assassinated  them  to  the  number  of  four  hundred  and  sixty 
barons  and  consuls ;  to  whose  bodies  St  Eldad  afterwards 
gave  Christian  burial,  not  far  from  Kaercaradauc^  now  Salis- 
bury, in  a  burying-place  near  the  monastery  of  Ambrius,  the 
abbttt,  who  was  the  founder  of  it  For  they  all  came  without 
arms,  having  no  thoughts  of  anything  but  treating  of  peace ; 
which  gave  the  others  a  fairer  opportunity  of  exercising  their 
villainous  design  against  them.  But  the  pagans  did  not 
escape  unpunished  while  they  acted  this  wickedness;  a  great 
number  of  them  being  killed  during  this  massacre  of  their 
enemies.  For  the  Britons,  taking  up  clubs  and  stones  from 
the  ground,  resolutely  defended  themselves,  and  did  good 
execution  upon  the  traitors. 

Chaf.  XWh^EldoCs  valiant  4xphiU    IlengUt  forces  Vortigem  to  yield 
vp  the  itrongeet  fortifieations  in  Britain,  in  eonitideration<ifhis  release. 

Thebb  was  present  one  Eldol,  consul*  of  Gloucester,  who, 
at  the  sight  of  this  treachery,  took  up  a  stake  which  he  hap- 
pened to  find,  and  with  that  made  his  defence.  Every  blow 
he  gave  carried  death  along  with  it;  and  by  breaking 
either  the  head,  arms,  shoulders,  or  legs  of  a  great  many,  he 
struck  no  small  terror  into  the  traitors,  nor  did  he  move  from 
the  spot  before  he  had  killed  with  that  weapon  seventy  men. 
But  being  no  longer  able  to  stand  his  ground  against  such 
numbers,  he  made  his  escape  from  them,  and  retired  to  his 
own  city.  Many  fell  on  both  sides,  but  the  Saxons  got  the 
victory ;  because  the  Britons,  having  no  suspicion  of  treachery, 
came  unarmed,  and  therefore  made  a  weaker  defence.  After 
the  commission  of  this  detestable  viUany,  the  Saxons  would 
not  kill  Yortigem  ;  but  having  threatened  him  with  death 
and  bound  him,  demanded  his  cities  and  fortified  places  in 
condderation  of  their  granting  him  his  life.  He,  to  secure 
himself,  denied  them  nothing  ;  and  when  they  had  made  him 
confirm  his  grants  with  an  oath,  they  released  him  from  his 
chains,  and  then  marched  first  to  London,  which  they  took, 
as  they  did  afterwards  Tork^  Lincoln,  and  Winchester  | 
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wasting  the  countries  tlirougli  which  thej  passed,  and  de* 
strojing  the  people,  as  wolves  do  sheep  when  left  bj  their 
shepherds.  When  Yortigem  saw  the  desolation  which  they 
made,  he  retired  into  the  parts  ef  Cambria,  not  knowing 
what  to  do  against  so  barbarous  a  people. 

Chap.  XVII. —  Vortigern,  after  consultation  with  magicians,  orders  a 
potUh  to  be  brought  that  never  had  a  father. 

At  last  he  had  recourse  to  magicians  for  their  advice,  and 
commanded  them  to  tell  him  what  course  to  take.  Thej 
advised  him  to  build  a  very  strong  tower  for  his  own  safety, 
since  he  had  lost  all  his  other  fortified  places.  Accordingly 
he  made  a  progress  about  the  country,  to  find  out  a  conve* 
nient  situation,  and  came  at  last  to  Mount  Erir,  where  he 
assembled  workmen  from  several  countries,  and  ordered  them 
to  build  the  tower.  The  builders,  therefore,  began  to  lay 
the  foundation ;  but  whatever  they  did  one  day  the  earth 
swallowed  up  the  next,  so  as  to  leave  no  appearance  of  their 
work.  Vortigem  being  informed  of  this  again  consulted 
with  bis  magicians  concerning  the  cause  of  it,  who  told  him 
that  he  must  find  out  a  youth  that  never  had  a  father,  and 
kill  him,  and  then  sprinkle  the  stones  and  cement  with  his 
blood  ;  for  by  those  means,  they  said,  he  would  have  a  firm 
foundation.  Hereupon  messengers  were  despatched  away 
over  all  the  provinces,  to  inquire  out  such  a  man.  In  their 
travels  they  came  to  a  city,  called  afterwards  Kaermerdin, 
where  they  saw  some  young  men,  playing  before  the  gate, 
and  went  up  to  them  ;  but  being  weary  with  their  journey, 
they  sat  down  in  the  ring,  to  see  if  they  could  meet  with 
what  they  were  in  quest  of.  Towards  evening,  there  hap- 
pened on  a  sudden  a  quarrel  between  two  of  the  young  men, 
whose  names  wer)  Merlin  and  Dabutius.  In  the  dispute, 
Dabutius  said  to  Merlin  :  '^  You  fool,  do  you  presume  to 
quarrel  with  me  ?  Is  there  any  equality  in  our  birth  ?  I  am 
descended  of  royal  race,  both  by  my  father  and  mother*s  side. 
As  for  you,  nobody  knows  what  you  arc,  for  you  never  had  a 
father."  At  that  word  the  messengers  looked  earnestly  upon 
Merlin,  and  asked  the  by-standers  who  he  was.  They  told 
him,  it  was  not  known  who  was  his  father ;  but  that  hia 
mother  was  daughter  to  the  king  of  Dimetia,  and  that  shf 
lived  in  St  Peter's  church  amonft  the  nuns  of  that  city. 
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Chap.  XVIIL—  Vortigem  inquires  qf  Merlin's  mother  concerning  her 

conception  of  Mm, 

Upon  this  the  messeDgers  hastened  to  the  governor  of  tha 
cit/,  and  ordered  him,  in  the  king's  name,  to  send  Merlin  and 
his  mother  to  the  king.  As  soon  as  thegoTemor  understood 
the  occasion  of  their  message,  he  readily  ohejed  the  order, 
and  sent  them  to  Yortigern  to  complete  his  design.  When 
they  were  introduced  into  the  king's  presence,  he  received 
the  mother  in  a  very  respectful  manner,  on  account  of  her 
noble  birth  ;  and  b^an  to  inquire  of  her  by  what  man  she 
had  conceived.  "  My  sovereign  lord,"  said  she,  "  by  the  life 
of  your  soul  and  mine,  I  know  nobody  that  begot  him  of  me. 
Only  this  I  know,  that  as  I  was  once  with  my  companions  in 
our  chambers,  there  appeared  to  me  a  person  in  the  shape  of 
a  most  beautiful  youfig  man,  who  often  embraced  me  eagerly 
in  his  arms,  and  kissed  me  ;  and  when  he  had  stayed  a  little 
time,  he  suddenly  vanished  out  of  my  sight  But  many 
times  after  this  he  would  talk  with  me  when  I  sat  alone, 
without  making  any  visible  appearance.  When  he  had  a 
long  time  haunted  me  in  this  manner,  he  at  last  lay  with  me 
several  times  in  the  shape  of  a  man,  and  left  me  with  child. 
And  I  do  affirm  to  you,  my  sovereign  lord,  that  excepting 
that  young  man,  I  know  no  body  that  begot  him  of 
me."  The  king  fuU  of  admiration  at  this  account,  ordered 
Maugantius  to  be  called,  that  he  might  satisfy  him  as  to  the 
possibility  of  what  the  woman  had  related.  Maugantius, 
being  introduced,  and  having  the  whole  matter  repeated  to 
him,  said  to  Vortigem  :  **  In  the  books  of  our  philosophers, 
and  in  a  great  many  histories,  I  have  found  that  sevend  men 
have  had  the  like  original.  For,  as  Apuleius  informs  us  in 
his  book  concerning  the  Demon  of  Socrates,  between  the 
moon  and  the  earth  inhabit  those  spirits,  which  we  will  call 
Incubuses.  These  are  of  the  nature  partly  of  men,  and 
partly  of  angels,  and  whenever  they  please  assume  human 
shapes,  and  lie  with  women.  Perhaps  one  of  them  appeared 
to  this  woman,  and  begot  that  young  man  of  her." 

Cbap.  XIX. — Merlin*s  speech  to  tt^e  king*s  magicians,  and  advice  about 

the  building  of  Ihe  lower. 

Merlin  in   the    meantime  wa<«   attentive  to  all  that  had 
passed,  and  then  apDroached  tho  king,  and  said  to  him,  "For 
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what  reason  am  I  and  my  mother  introduced  into  your  pre* 
sence?'' — ^**My  magidans,**  answered  Vortigern,  '^  advised 
me  to  seek  out  a  man  that  had  no  father,  with  whose  hlood 
my  building  is  to  be  sprinkled,  in  order  to  make  it  stand." — 
"  Order  your  magicians,**  said  Merlin,  "  to  come  before  me, 
and  I  will  convict  them  of  a  lie."  The  king  was  surprised 
at  his  words,  and  presently  ordered  the  magicians  to  come, 
and  sit  down  before  Merlin,  who  spoke  to  them  afler  thi:^ 
manner  :  '^  Because  you  are  ignorant  what  it  is  that  hinders 
the  foundation  of  the  tower,  you  have  recommended  the 
shedding  of  my  blood  for  cement  to  it,  as  if  that  would  pre- 
sently make  it  stand.  But  tell  me  now,  what  is  there  under 
the  foundation  ?  For  something  there  is  that  will  not  suffer 
it  to  stand."  The  magicians  at  this  began  to  be  afraid,  and 
made  him  no  answer.  Then  said  Merlin,  who  was  also  called 
Ambrose,  "I  entreat  your  majesty  would  command  your 
workmen  to  dig  into  the  ground,  and  you  will  find  a  pond 
which  causes  the  foundation  to  sink."  This  accordingly  was 
(lone,  and  then  presently  they  found  a  pond  deep  under 
•ground,  which  had  made  it  give  way.  Merlin  after  this  went 
again  to  the  magicians,  and  said,  ^^  Tell  me  ye  false  syco- 
phants, what  is  there  under  the  pond."  But  they  were 
8ilent.  Then  said  he  again  to  the  king,  '*  Conunand  the  pond 
to  be  drained,  and  at  the  bottom  you  will  see  two  hollow 
stones,  and  in  them  two  dragons  asleep."  The  king  made 
no  scruple  of  believing  him,  since  he  had  found  true  what 
he  said  of  the  pond,  and  therefore  ordered  it  to  be  drained  : 
which  done,  he  found  as  Merlin  had  said ;  and  now  was 
possessed  with  the  greatest  admiration  of  him.  Nor  were 
the  rest  that  were  present  less  amazed  at  his  wisdom,  think- 
ing it  to  be  no  less  than  divine  inspiration. 


BOOK  VIL 

CONCERNING  THE  FROPHECIES  OF  MERLIN. 


Chaf.  l.^-Geofiey  pf  Monmouth* $  jureface  to  Merlin**  prophecy. 

I  HAD  not  got  thus  far  in  my  history,  when  the  subject  ot 
piiMic  discourse  happening  to  be  concerning  Merlin,  I  was 
o:»4^ed  to  publish   his   prophecies   at  the   request  of  mj 


^ 
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acquaintance,  but  especaallj  of  Alexander,  bishop  of  Lincoln, 
ft  prelate  of  the  greatest  pietj  and  wisdom.  There  was  not 
anj  person,  either  among  the  clergy  or  laity,  that  was  at- 
tended with  such  a  train  of  knights  and  noblemen,  whom 
his  settled  piety  and  great  munificence  engaged  in  his 
service.  Out  of  a  desire,  therefore,  to  gratify  him,  I  trans- 
lated these  prophecies,  and  sent  them  to  him  with  tht 
following  letter. 

Chap.  II. — Geoff\rey*i  letter  to  AleJtander,  bishop  of  Lincoln^ 

''  The  regard  which  I  owe  to  your  great  worth,  most  noblt 
prelate,  has  obliged  me  to  undertake  the  translation  of  Mer- 
lin's prophecies  out  of  British  into  Latin,  before  I  had  made 
an  end  of  the  history  which  I  had  begun  concerning  the  acts 
of  the  Britbh  kings.  For  my  design  was  to  have  finished 
that  first,  and  afterwards  to  have  ti^en  this  work  in  hand ; 
lest  by  being  engaged  on  both  at  once,  I  should  be  less 
capable  of  attending  with  any  exactness  to  either.  Notwith- 
standing, since  the  deference  which  is  paid  to  your  penetrat- 
ing judgment  will  screen  me  from  censure,  I  have  employed 
my  rude  pen,  and  in  a  coarse  style  present  you  with  a  trans- 
lation out  of  a  language  with  which  you  are  unacquainted. 
At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  but  wonder  at  your  recommend- 
ing this  matter  to  one  of  my  low  genius,  when  you  might 
have  caused  so  many  men  of  greater  learning,  and  a  richer 
vein  of  intellect,  to  undertake  it ;  who,  with  their  sublime 
strains,  would  much  more  agreeably  have  entertained  you. 
Besides,  without  any  disparagement  to  all  the  philosophers 
in  Britain,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  you  yourself, 
if  the  business  of  your  high  station  would  give  you  leisure, 
are  capable  of  furnishing  us  with  loftier  productions  of  this 
kind  than  any  man  living.  However,  since  it  was  your 
pleasure  that  Geoffirey  of  Monmouth  should  be  employed  in 
this  prophecy,  he  hopes  you  will  fiivourably  accept  of  hia 
performance,  and  vouchsafe  to  give  a  finer  turn  to  whatever 
you  shall  find  unpolished,  or  otherwise  fiiulty  in  it. 

CuAP.  III. — The  prophecy  tf  Merlin 

As  Vortigem,  king  of  the  Britons,  was  sitting  upon  the 
bank  of  ti^e  drained  pond,  the  two  dragons,  one  <^  whick 
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was  white,  the  other  red,  cune  forth,  and,  approaching  one 
another,  b^an  a  terrible  fight,  and  cast  forth  fire  with  their 
breath.  But  the  white  dragon  had  the  advantage,  and  made 
the  other  fly  to  the  end  of  the  lake.  And  he,  for  grief  at 
his  flight,  renewed  the  assault  upon  his  pursuer,  and  forced 
him  to  retire.  After  this  battle  of  the  dragons,  the  king 
commanded  Ambrose  Merlin  to  tell  him  what  it  portended. 
Upon  which  he,  bursting  into  tears,  delivered  what  his  pro* 
phetical  spirit  suggested  to  him^  as  follows : — * 

**  Woe  to  the  rid  dragon,  for  his  banishment  hasteneth  on. 
His  lurking  holes  shall  be  siezed  by  the  white  dragon,  which 
signifies  the  Saxons  whom  you  invited  over;  but  tht,  -^d 
denotes  the  British  nation,  which  shall  be  oppressed  by 
the  white.  Therefore  shall  its  mountains  be  levelled  as  the 
valleys,  and  the  rivers  of  the  vallejB  shall  run  with  blood. 
The  exercise  of  religion  shall  be  destroyed,  &nd  churches 
be  laid  open  to  ruin.  At  last  the  oppressed  shall  prevail, 
and  oppose  the  cruelty  of  foreigners.  For  a  boar  of  Corn- 
wall shall  give  his  assistance,  and  trample  their  necks  under 
his  feet.  The  islands  of  the  ocean  shall  be  subject  to  his 
power,  and  he  shall  possess  the  forests  of  Gaul.  The  house 
of  Romulus  shall  dread  his  courage,  and  his  end  shall  be 
doubtful.  He  sludl  be  celebrated  in  the  mouths  of  the 
people ;  and  his  exploits  shall  be  food  to  those  that  relate  them. 
Six  of  his  posterity  shall  sway  the  sceptre,  but  after  them 
shall  arise  a  Grerman  worm.  He  shall  be  advanced  by  a  sea- 
wolf,  whom  the  woods  of  Africa  shall  accompany.  Religion 
shall  be  again  abolished,  and  there  shall  be  a  translation  of 
the  metropolitan  sees.  The  dignity  of  London  shall  adorn 
Dorobernia,  and  the  seventh  pastor  of  York  shall  be  resorted 
to  in  the  kingdom  of  Armorica.  Menevia  shall  put  on  the 
pall  of  the  City  of  Legions,  and  a  preacher  of  Ireland  shall 
be  dumb  on  account  of  an  infant  growing  in  the  womb.  It 
shall  rain  a  shower  of  blood,  and  a  raging  famine  shall  afflict 
mankind.     When  these  things  happen,  the  red  one  shall  be 

*  The  prophecy  which  follows  has  been  commented  on  bj  vanois 
writen,  who  hare  taken  the  trouble  to  point  out  the  events  in  English  his- 
tory which  answer  to  the  Tarious  predictions  which  it  contains.  Such 
lalKmr  seems  to  be  altogether  superfluous  in  the  present  day :  the  prophecy 
oiay  b#  allowed  to  remain  as  an  illustration  of  the  absurd  credulity  ol 
former  times. 
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mevadi  but  when  bis  fatigue  b  overy  shall  grow  strong. 
Then    shall    misfortunes    hasten    upon    the    white    one^ 
and  the  buildings  of  his  gardens  shall  be  puUed  dowu. 
Seven  that  sway  the  sceptre  shall  be  killed,  one  of  whom 
shall  become  a  saint.    The  wombs  of  mothers  shall  be  ripped 
up,  and  infants  be  abortiye.     There  shall  be  a  most  grievous 
punishment  of  men,  that  the  natives  may  be  restored.    He 
that  shall  do  these  things  shall  put  on  the  brazen  man,  and 
upon  a  brazen  horse  shall  for  a  long  time  guard  the  gates  of 
London.    After  this,  shall  the  red  dragon  return  to  his 
proper  manners,  and  turn  his  rage  upon  himself.     Therefore 
shidl  the  revenge  of  the  Thunderer  show  itself  for  every 
field   shall   disappoint  the  husbandmen.      Mortality  shall 
snatch  away  the  people,  and  make  a  desolation  over  all 
countries.     The  remainder  shall  quit  their  native  soil,  and 
make  foreign  plantations.     A  blessed  king  shall  prepare  a 
fleet,  and  shall  be  reckoned  the  twelfth  in  the  court  among  the 
saints.     There  shall  be  a  miserable  desolation  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  floors  of  the  harvests  shall  return  to  the  fruit- 
ful forests.     The  white  dragon  shall  rise  again,  and  invite 
over  a  daughter  of  Grermany.     Our  gardens  shall  be  again 
replenished  with  foreign  seed,  and  ^e  red  one  shall  pine 
away  at  the  end  of  the  pond.    After  that,  shall  the  German 
worm  be  crowned,  and  the  brazen  prince  buried.     He  has 
his  bounds  assigned  him,  which  he  shall  not  be  able  to  pass. 
For  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  he  shall  continue  in  trouble 
and  subjection,  but  shall  bear  sway  three  hundred.     Then 
shall  the  north  wind  rise  against  him,  and  shall  snatch  away 
the  flowers  which  the  west  wind  produced.     There  shall  be 
gilding  in  the  temples,  nor  shall  the  edge  of  the  sword  cease. 
The  Grerman  dragon  shall  hardly  get  to  his  holes,  because  the 
revenge  of  his  treason  shall  overtake  him.     At  last  he  shall 
flourish  for  a  little  time,  but  the  decimation  of  Neustria  shall 
hurt  him.    For  a  people  in  wood  and  in  iron  coats  shall 
come,  and  revenge  upon  him  his  wickedness.     They  shall 
restore  the  ancient  inhabitants  to  their  dwellings,  and  there 
shall  be  an  open  destruction  of  foreigners.     The  seed  of  ths 
wlnte  dragon  shall  be  swept  out  of  our  gardens,  and  the 
remainder  of  his  generation  shall  be  decimated.     They  shall 
bear  the  yoke  of  slavery,  and  wound  their  mother  with 
spades  and  ploughs.     After  this  shall  su;;cced  two  dragons^ 
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whereof  one  shall  be  killed  with  the  sting  of  envj,  bat  the 
other  shall  return  under  the  shadow  of  a  name.  Then  shall 
succeed  a  lion  of  justice,  at  whose  roar  the  Galilean  towers 
and  the  island  dragons  shall  tremble.  In  those  days  gold 
8hall  be  squeezed  from  the  lily  and  the  nettle,  and  silver  shall 
flow  from  the  hoofs  of  bellowing  cattle.  The  frizzled  shall 
put  on  yarious  fleeces,  and  the  outward  habit  denote  the  in- 
ward parts.  The  feet  of  barkers  shall  be  cut  off;  wild 
lieasts  shall  ei^joy  peace ;  mankind  shall  be  grieved  at  their 
punishment ;  the  form  of  commerce  shall  be  divided ;  the 
half  shall  be  round.  The  ravenousness  of  kites  shall  be  de- 
strojed,  and  the  teeth  of  wolves  blunted.  The  lion's  whelps 
shall  be  transformed  into  sea-fishes ;  and  an  eagle  shall  build 
her  nest  upon  Mount  Aravius.  Yenedotia  shall  grow  red 
with  the  blood  of  mothers,  and  the  house  of  Corineus  kill 
six  brethren.  The  island  shall  be  wet  with  night  tears ;  so 
that  all  shall  be  provoked  to  all  things.  Woe  to  thee,  Neus- 
tria,  because  the  lion's  brain  shall  be  poured  upon  thee ;  and 
he  shall  be  bamshed  with  shattered  limbs  from  his  native 
soiL  Posterity  shall  endeavour  to  fly  above  the  high- 
est places ;  but  the  favour  of  new  comers  shall  be  exalted. 
Piety  shall  hurt  the  possessor  of  things  got  by  impiety,  till 
he  shall  have  put  on  his  Father :  therefore,  being  armed  with 
the  teeth  of  a  boar,  he  shall  ascend  above  the  tops  oi  moun* 
tains,  and  the  shadow  of  him  that  wears  a  helmet.  Albania 
shall  be  enraged,  and,  assembling  her  neighbours,  shall  be 
employed  in  shedding  blood.  There  shall  be  put  into  her 
jaws  a  bridle  that  shall  be  made  on  the  coast  of  Armorica. 
The  eagle  of  the  broken  covenant  shall  gild  it  over,  and  re- 
joice in  her  third  nest  The  roaring  whelps  shall  watch, 
and,  leaving  the  woods,  shall  hunt  within  the  walls  of  cities. 
They  shall  make  no  small  slaughter  of  those  that  oppose 
them,  and  shall  cut  off  the  tongues  of  bulls.  They  shall 
load  the  necks  of  roaring  lions  with  chains,  and  restore  the 
times  of  their  ancestors.  Then  from  the  first  to  the  fourth, 
from  the  fourth  to  the  third,  from  the  third  to  the  second, 
the  thumb  shall  roll  in  <nL  The  sixth  shall  overturn  the 
walls  of  Ireland,  and  change  the  woods  into  a  plain.  He 
shall  reduce  several  parts  to  one^  and  be  crowned  with  the 
head  of  a  lion.  ISiB  banning  shall  lay  open  to  wandering 
■ffectiooy  but  his  end  shidl  carry  him  up  to  the  blessed,  who 
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are  above.  For  he  shall  restore  the  seats  of  saints  in  their 
ooontriesy  and  settle  pastors  in  convenient  places.  Two 
cities  he  shall  invest  with  two  palls,  and  shall  bestow  virgin- 
presents  upon  virgins.  He  shall  merit  by  this  the  favour  of 
the  Thunderer,  and  shall  be  placed  among  the  saints.  From 
him  shall  proceed  a  Ijnx  penetrating  all  things,  who  shall  be 
bent  upon  the  ruin  of  lus  own  nation;  for,  through  him, 
Neustria  shall  lose  both  islands,  and  be  deprived  of  its 
ancient  dignity.  Then  shall  the  natives  return  back  to  the 
island ;  for  there  shall  arise  a  dissension  among  foreigners. 
Also  a  hoary  old  man,  sitting  upon  a  snow-white  horse, 
shall  turn  the  course  of  the  river  Periron,  and  shall  measure 
out  a  mill  upon  it  with  a  white  rod.  Cadwallader  shall  call 
upon  Conan,  and  take  Albania  into  alliance.  Then  shall 
there  be  a  slaughter  of  foreigners ;  then  shall  the  rivers  run 
with  blood.  Then  shall  break  forth  the  fountains  of  Anno* 
rica,  and  they  shall  be  crowned  with  the  diadem  of  Brutus. 
Cambria  shall  be  filled  with  joy  ;  and  the  oaks  of  Cornwall 
shall  flourish.  The  island  shall  be  called  by  the  name  oi 
Brutus:  and  the  name  given  it  by  foreigners  sliall  be 
abolished.  From  Conan  shall  proceed  a  warlike  boar,  that 
shall  exercise  the  sharpness  of  his  tusks  within  the  Gallic 
woods.  For  he  shall  cut  down  all  the  larger  oaks,  and  shall 
be  a  defence  to  the  smaller.  The  Arabians  and  Africans 
shall  dread  him ;  for  he  shall  pursue  his  furious  course  to 
the  farther  part  of  Spain.  There  shall  succeed  the  goat  of 
the  Venereal  castle,  having  golden  horns  and  a  silver  beard, 
who  shall  breathe  such  a  cloud  out  of  his  nostrils,  as  shall 
darken  the  whole  surface  of  the  i5land.  There  shall  be 
peace  in  his  time ;  and  corn  shall  abound  by  reason  of  the 
fruitfulness  of  the  soil.  Women  shall  become  serpents  in 
their  gait,  and  all  their  motions  shall  be  full  of  pride.  The 
camp  of  YenuB  shall  be  restored ;  nor  shall  the  arrows  ol 
Cupid  cease  to  wound*  The  fountain  of  a  river  shall  be 
turned  into  blood ;  and  two  kings  shall  fight  a  duel  at  Staf- 
ford for  a  lioness*  Luxury  shall  overspread  the  whole 
ground ;  and  fornication  not  cease  to  debauch  mankind.  All 
these  things  shall  three  ages  see ;  till  the  buried  kings  shall 
be  exposed  to  public  view  in  the  city  of  London.  Famine  shnl I 
again  return;  mortality  shall  return;  and  the  inhabli:iiit:f 
•hall  grieve  for  the  destruction  of  their  cities.    Then  sliall 
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eome  the  board  of  commerce,  who  shall  recall  tlie  scattered 
flocks  to  the  pasture  they  had  lost  His  breast  shall  be  food 
to  the  hungry,  and  his  tongue  drink  to  the  thirsty.  Out  ox 
his  mouth  shall  flow  rivers,  that  shall  water  the  parched  jaws 
of  men.  After  this  shall  be  produced  a  tree  upon  the 
Tower  of  London,  which,  having  no  more  tlum  three 
branches,  shall  overshadow  the  surface  of  the  whole  island 
with  the  breadth  of  its  leaves.  Its  adversary,  the  north 
wind,  shall  come  upon  it,  and  with  its  noxious  blast  shall 
snatch  away  the  third  branch ;  but  the  two  remaining  ones 
shall  possess  its  place,  till  they  shall  destroy  one  another 
by  the  multitude  of  their  leaves;  and  then  shall  it  ob- 
tain the  place  of  those  two,  and  shall  give  sustenance  to 
birds  of  foreign  nations.  It  shall  be  esteemed  hurtful  to 
native  fowls ;  for  they  shall  not  be  able  to  fly  freely  for  fear 
of  its  shadow.  There  shall  succeed  the  ass  of  wickedness, 
swift  against  the  goldsmiths,  but  slow  against  the  ravenous- 
ness  of  wolves.  In  those  days  the  oaks  of  the  forests  shall 
burn,  and  acorns  grow  upon  the  branches  of  teil  trees. 
The  Severn  sea  shall  discluEirge  itself  through  seven  mouths, 
and  the  river  Uske  bum  seven  months.  Fishes  shall  die 
with  the  heat  thereof;  and  of  them  shall  be  engendered 
serpents.  The  baths  of  Badon  shall  grow  cold,  and  their 
salubrious  waters  engender  death.  London  shall  mourn  for 
the  death  of  twenty  thousand ;  and  the  river  Thames  shall 
be  turned  into  blood.  The  monks  in  their  cowb  shall  be 
forced  to  marry,  and  their  cry  shall  be  lieard  upon  the 
mountains  of  the  Alps." 

Chap.  IV. — The  coniinuaHon  qf  ih$  prophecy. 

"  TuuEE  springs  shall  break  forth  in  the  city  of  Winchester, 
wliose  rivulets  shall  divide  the  island  into  three  parts. 
Whoever  shall  drink  of  the  flrst,  shall  enjoy  long  life,  and 
shall  never  be  afflicted  with  sickness.  He  that  shall  drink 
of  the  second,  shall  die  of  hunger,  and  paleness  and  horror 
shall  sit  in  his  countenance.  He  that  shall  drink  of  the 
third,  shall  be  surprised  with  sudden  death,  neither  shall  his 
body  be  capable  of  buriaL  Those  that  are  willing  to  escape 
■o  great  a  surfeit,  will  endeavour  to  hide  it  with  sevenil 
ooveriogs .  but  whatever  bulk  shall  be  laid  upon  it,  shall 


k.b.u»A  iiEftLttrs  piKOPttfior.  201 

receiye  the  form  of  another  body.  For  earth  shall  be  tumf>d 
into  stones  ;  stones  into  water ;  wood  into  ashes  ;  ashes  into 
water,  if  cast  over  it.  Also  a  damsel  shall  le  sent  from  the 
citj  of  the  forest  of  Canute  to  administer  a  cure,  who^  afler 
she  shall  have  practised  all  her  arts,  shall  dry  up  the  noxious 
fountains  only  with  her  breath.  Afterwards,  as  soon  as  she 
shall  have  refreshed  herself  with  the  wholesome  liqour,  she 
shall  bear  in  her  right  hand  the  wood  of  Caledon,  and  in  her 
left  the  forts  of  the  walls  of  London.  Wherever  she  shall 
go,  she  shall  make  sulphureous  steps,  which  will  smoke  with 
a  double  flame.  That  smoke  shall  rouse  up  the  city  of 
Ruteni,  and  shall  make  food  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  deep. 
She  shall  oyerflow  with  rueful  tears,  and  shall  fill  the  island 
with  her  dreadful  cry.  She  shall  be  killed  by  a  hart  with 
ten  branches,  four  of  which  shall  bear  golden  diadems  ;  but 
the  other  six  shall  be  turned  into  buiOTalo's  horns,  whose 
hideous  sound  shall  astonish  the  three  islands  of  Britain. 
The  Daneian  wood  shall  be  stirred  up,  and  breaking  forth 
into  a  human  voice,  shall  cry :  Come,  O  Cambria,  and  join 
Cornwall  to  thy  side,  and  say  to  Winchester,  the  earth  shall 
swallow  thee  up.  Ti*anslate  the  seat  of  thy  pastor  to  the 
place  where  ships  come  to  harbour,  and  the  rest  of  the 
members  will  follow  the  head.  For  the  day  hasteneth,  in 
which  thy  citizens  shall  perish  on  account  of  the  guilt  of 
perjury.  The  whiteness  of  wool  has  been  hurtful  to  thee, 
and  the  variety  of  its  tinctures.  Woe  to  the  perjured  nation, 
for  whose  sake  the  renowned  city  shall  come  to  ruin.  The 
ships  shall  rejoice  at  so  great  an  augmentation,  and  one  shall 
be  made  out  of  two.  It  shall  be  rebuilt  by  £ric,  loaden  with 
apples,  to  the  smell  whereof  the  birds  of  several  woods  shall 
flock  together.  He  shall  add  to  it  a  vast  palace,  and  wall  it 
round  with  six  hundred  towers.  Therefore  shall  London 
envy  it,  and  triply  increase  her  walls.  The  river  Thames 
shall  encompass  it  round,  and  the  fame  of  the  work  shall  pass 
beyond  the  Alps.  £nc  shall  hide  his  apples  within  it,  and 
shall  make  subterraneous  passages.  At  that  time  shall  the 
stones  speak,  and  the  sea  towards  the  GkUio  coast  be  con- 
tracted into  a  narrow  space.  On  each  bank  shall  one  man 
hear  another,  and  the  soil  of  the  island  shall  be  enlarged. 
The  secrets  of  the  deep  shall  be  revealed,  and  Graul  shall 
tremble  for  fear.     After  these  things  shall  come  forth  a  hern 
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from  the  forest  of  Calaterium,  which  shall  Ej  round  the 
island  for  two  years  together.  With  her  nocturnal  cry  she 
shall  call  together  the  winged  kind,  and  assemble  to  her  all 
sorts  of  fowls.  They  shall  invade  the  tillage  of  husbandmen, 
and  devour  all  the  grain  of  the  harvests.  Then  shall  follow 
a  famine  upon  the  people,  and  a  grievous  mortality  upon  the 
famine.  But  when  this  calami^  shall  be  over,  a  detestable 
bird  shall  go  to  the  valley  of  6alabes,  and  shall  raise  it  to 
be  a  high  mountain.  Upon  the  top  thereof  it  shall  also  plant 
an  oak,  and  build  its  nest  in  its  branches.  Three  eggs  shall 
be  produced  in  the  nest,  from  whence  shall  come  forth  a  fox, 
a  wolf,  and  a  bear.  The  fox  shall  devour  her  mother,  and 
bear  the  head  of  an  ass.  In  this  monstrous  form  shall  she 
frighten  her  brothers,  and  make  them  fly  into  Neustria.  But 
they  shall  stir  up  the  tusky  boar,  and  returning  in  a  fleet 
shall  encounter  with  the  fox  ;  who  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fight  shall  feign  herself  dead,  and  move  the  boar  to  com- 
passion. Then  shall  the  boar  approach  her  carcass,  and 
standing  over  her,  shall  breathe  upon  her  face  and  eyes. 
But  she,  not  forgetting  her  cunning,  shall  bite  his  left  foot, 
and  pluck  it  ofl*  from  his  body.  Then  shall  she  leap  upon 
him,  and  snatch  away  his  right  ear  and  tail,  and  hide  herself 
in  the  caverns  of  the  mountains.  Therefore  shall  the  deluded 
boar  require  the  wolf  and  bear  to  restore  him  his  members  ; 
who,  as  soon  as  they  shall  enter  into  the  cause,  shall  promise 
two  feet  of  the  fox,  together  with  the  ear  and  tail,  and  of 
these  they  shall  make  up  the  members  of  a  hog.  With  thin 
he  shall  be  satisfied,  and  expect  the  promised  restitution. 
In  the  meantime  shall  the  fox  descend  from  the  mountains, 
and  change  herself  into  a  wolf,  and  under  pretence  of  holding 
a  conference  with  the  boar,  she  shall  go  to  him,  and  craftily 
devour  him.  Afler  that  she  shall  transform  herself  into  a 
boar,  and  feigning  a  loss  of  some  members,  shall  wait  for  her 
brothers  ;  but  as  soon  as  they  are  come,  she  shall  suddenly 
kill  them  with  her  tusks,  and  shall  be  crowned  with  the  head 
of  a  lion.  In  her  days  shall  a  serpent  be  brought  forth, 
which  shall  be  a  destroyer  of  mankind.  With  its  length  it 
shall  encompass  London,  and  devour  all  that  pass  by  it.  The 
mountain  ox  shall  take  the  head  of  a  wolf^  and  whiten  his 
teeth  in  the  Severn.  He  shall  gather  to  him  the  flocks  of  Alba- 
nia and  Cambria,  which  shall  drink  the  river  Thames  dry. 
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Tlie  a0S  shall  call  the  goat  with  the  long  beard^  and  shall 
borrow  his  shape.  Therefore  shall  the  mountain  ox  be 
incensed,  and  having  called  the  wolf,  shall  become  a  homed 
bull  against  them.  In  the  exercise  of  his  crueltj  he  shall 
devour  their  flesh  and  bones,  but  shall  be  burned  upon  the 
top  of  Urian.  The  ashes  of  his  funeral-pile  shall  be  turned 
into  swans,  that  shall  swim  on  dry  ground  as  on  a  river. 
Thej  shall  devour  fishes  in  fishes,  and  swallow  up  men  in 
men.  But  when  old  age  shall  come  upon  them,  thej  shall 
become  sea-wolves,  and  practise  their  frauds  in  the  deep. 
They  shall  drown  ships,  and  collect  no  small  quantity  of 
silver.  The  Thames  shall  again  flow,  and  assembling 
together  the  rivers^  shall  pass  beyond  the  bounds  of  its 
channeL  It  shall  cover  the  adjacent  cities,  and  overturn 
the  mountains  that  oppose  its  course.  Being  fuU  of  deceit 
and  wickedness,  it  shall  make  use  of  the  fountain  Galabes. 
Hence  shall  arise  factions  provoking  the  Yenedotians  to  war. 
The  oaks  of  the  forest  shall  meet  together,  and  encounter  the 
rocks  of  the  Gewisseans.  A  raven  shall  attend  with  the 
kites,  and  devour  the  carcasses  of  the  slain.  An  owl  shuli 
build  her  nest  upon  the  walls  of  Gloucester,  and  in  her  nest 
shall  be  brought  forth  an  ass.  The  serpent  of  Malvernia 
shall  bring  him  up,  and  put  him  upon  many  fraudulent  prac- 
tices. Having  taken  the  crown,  he  shall  ascend  on  high,  and 
frighten  the  people  of  the  country  with  his  hideous  braying. 
In  his  days  shall  the  Pachaian  mountains  tremble,  and  the 
provinces  be  deprived  of  their  woods.  For  there  shall  come 
a  worm  with  a  fiery  breath,  and  vrith  the  vapour  it  sends 
forth  shall  bum  up  the  trees.  Out  of  it  shall  proceed  seven 
lions  deformed  with  the  heads  of  goats.  With  the  stench 
of  their  nostrils  they  shall  corrupt  women,  and  make  wives 
turn  common  prostitutes.  The  father  shall  not  know  his 
own  son,  because  they  shall  grow  wanton  like  brute  beasts. 
Then  shall  come  the  giant  of  wickedness,  and  terrify  all  with 
the  sharpness  of  his  eyes.  Against  him  shall  arise  the 
dragon  of  Worcester,  and  shall  endeavour  to  banish  him. 
But  in  the  engagement  the  dragon  shall  be  worsted,  and 
oppressed  by  the  wickedness  of  the  conqueror.  For  he  shall 
mount  upon  the  dragon,  and  putting  ofl*  his  garment  shall  sit 
upon  him  naked.  The  dragon  shsdl  bear  him  up  on  high, 
and  beat  his  naked  rider  with  his  tail  erected.     Upon  this 
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the  giant  rousing  up  his  whole  strength,  shall  break  his  jaws 
with  his  sword.     At  last  the  dragon  shall  fold  itself  up 
under  its  tail,  and  die  of  poison.     After  him  shall  succeed 
the  boar  of  Totness,  and  oppress  the  people  with  grievous 
tyranny.      Gloucester  shall  send  forth  a  lion,   and  shall 
dbturb  him  in  hb  cruelty,  in  several  battles.     He  shall 
trample  him  under  his  feet,  and  terrify  him  with  open  jaws. 
At  last  the  lion  shall  quarrel  with  the  kingdom,  and  get  upon 
the  backs  of  the  nobility.   A  bull  shall  come  into  the  quairel, 
and  strike  the  lion  with  his  right  foot.     He  shall  drive  him 
through  all  the  inns  in  the  kingdom,  but  shall  break  his 
horns  against  the  walls  of  Oxford.     The  fox  of  Kaerdubalem 
shall  take  revenge  on  the  lion,  and  destroy  him  entirely  with 
her  teeth.  She  shall  be  encompassed  by  the  adder  of  Lincoln, 
who  with  a  horrible  hiss  shall  give  notice  of  his  presence  to 
a  multitude  of  dragons.     Then  shall  the  dragons  encounter, 
and  tear  one  another  to  pieces.     The  winged  shall  oppress 
that  which  wants  wings,   and  fasten  its  claws  into  the 
pobonous  cheeks.     Others  shall  come  into  the  quarrel,  and 
kill  one  another.     A  fifth  shall  succeed  those  that  are  slain, 
and  by  various  stratagems  shall  destroy  the  rest.     He  shall 
get  upon  the  back  of  one  with  his  sword,  and  sever  his  head 
from  his  body.     Then  throwing  off  his  garment,  he  shall  get 
upon  another,  and  put  his  right  and  left  hand  upon  his  tail. 
Thus  being   naked  shall  he  overcome  him,  whom  when 
clothed  he  was  not  able  to  deal  with.     The  rest  he  shall 
gall  in  their  fiight,  and  drive  them  round  the  kingdom. 
Upon    this    shall   come    a   roaring    lion   dreadful  for  his 
monstrous  cruelty.     Fifteen  parts  shall  he  reduce  to  one, 
and  shall  alone  possess  the  people.     The  giant  of  the  snow- 
white  colour  shall  shine,  and  cause  the  white  people  to 
flourish.     Pleasures  shall  effeminate  the  princes,  and  they 
shall  suddenly  be  changed  into  beasts.     Among  them  shall 
arise  a  lion  swelled  with  human  gore.     Under  him  shall  a 
reaper  be  placed  in  the  standing  com,  who,  while  he  b 
reaping,  shall  be  oppressed  bj  him.    A  charioteer  of  York 
shall  appease  them,  and  having  banbhed  hb  lord,  shall 
mount  upon  the  chariot  which  he  shall  drive.     With  hb 
fword  unsheathed  shall  he  threaten  the  East^  and  fill  the 
ti-acks  of  his  wheeb  with  blood.     Afterwards  he  shall 
aecome  a  sea-fisk,  who^  being  roused  up  with  the  hissing 
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of  a  serpenti  shall  engende:  with  him.  From  hence  shall 
be  produced  three  thundering  bulls,  who  having  eaten  up 
their  pastures  shall  be  turned  into  trees.  The  first 
shall  cany  a  whip  of  vipers,  and  turn  his  back  upon 
the  next.  He  shall  endeavour  to  snatch  away  the  whip, 
but  shall  be  taken  by  the  last.  They  shall  turn  away  their 
faces  from  one  another,  till  they  have  thrown  away  the 
poisoned  cup.  To  him  shall  succeed  a  husbandman  of 
Albania,  at  whose  back  shall  be  a  serpent.  He  shall  be 
employed  in  ploughing  the  ground,  that  the  country  may 
bea>me  white  with  com.  The  serpent  shall  endeavour  to 
diffuse  his  poison,  in  order  to  blast  the  harvest.  A  grievous 
mortality  shall  sweep  away  the  people,  and  the  walls  of  cities 
shall  be  made  desolate.  There  shall  be  given  for  a  remedy 
the  city  of  Claudius,  which  shall  interpose  the  nurse  of  the 
scourger.  For  she  shall  bear  a  dose  of  medicine,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  island  shall  be  restored.  Then  shall  two 
successively  sway  the  sceptre,  whom  a  homed  dragon  shall 
serve.  One  shall  come  in  armour,  and  shall  ride  upon  a 
flying  serpent.  He  shall  sit  upon  his  back  with  his  naked 
body,  and  cast  his  right  hand  upon  his  tail.  With  his  cry 
shall  the  seas  be  moved,  and  he  shall  strike  terror  into  the 
second.  The  second  therefore  shall  enter  into  confederacy 
with  the  lion ;  but  a  q  arrel  happening,  they  shall  encount^ 
one  another.  They  shall  distress  one  another,  but  the 
eonrage  of  the  beast  shall  gain  the  advantage.  Then  shall 
oome  one  with  a  drum,  and  appease  the  rage  of  the  lion. 
Therefore  shall  the  people  of  the  kingdom  bo  at  poace^  and 
provoke  the  lion  to  a  dose  of  physic.  In  his  established  seat 
he  shall  adjust  the  weights,  but  shall  stretch  out  his  hands 
into  Albania.  For  which  reason  the  northern  provinces 
shall  be  grieved,  and  open  the  gates  of  the  temples.  The 
sign-bearing  wolf  shall  lead  his  troops,  and  surround 
Oomwall  with  his  tail.  He  shall  be  opposed  by  a  soldier  in 
a  chariot,  who  shall  transform  that  people  into  a  boar.  The 
boar  shall  therefore  ravage  the  provinces,  but  shall  hide  his 
head  in  the  depth  of  Sevem.  A  man  shall  embrace  a  lion 
in  wine,  and  the  dazzling  brightness  of  gold  shall  blind  the 
eyes  of  beholders.  Silver  shall  whiten  in  the  oiroumference, 
and  torment  several  wine  presses.  Men  shall  be  drank  with 
wine,  and,  regardless  of  heaven,  shall  be  intent  upon  the 
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earth.  From  them  shall  the  stars  turn  away  their  faces^  and 
confound  their  usual  course.  Com  will  wither  at  thcil 
malign  aspects ;  and  there  shall  fall  no  dew  from  heaven. 
The  roots  and  branches  will  change  their  places,  and  the 
novelty  of  the  thing  shall  pass  for  a  miracle.  The  brightness 
of  the  sun  shall  fade  at  the  amber  of  Mercury,  and  horror 
shall  seize  the  beholders.  Stilbon  of  Arcadia  shall  change 
his  shield ;  the  helmet  of  Mars  shall  call  Venus.  The 
helmet  of  Mars  shall  make  a  shadow ;  and  the  rage  of 
Mercury  pass  his  bounds.  Iron  Orion  shall  unsheath  his 
sword :  the  marine  Phoebus  shall  torment  the  clouds ; 
Jupiter  shall  go  out  of  his  lawful  paths ;  and  Venus 
forsake  her  stated  lines.  The  malignity  of  the  star  Saturn 
shall  fall  down  in  rain,  and  slay  mankind  with  a  crooked 
sickle.  The  twelve  houses  of  the  star  shall  lament  th(». 
irregular  excursions  of  their  guests  ;  and  Gemini  omit  their 
usual  embraces,  and  call  the  urn  to  the  fountains.  The 
scales  of  Libra  shall  hang  obliquely,  till  Aries  puts  his 
crooked  horns  under  them.  The  tail  of  Scorpio  shall 
produce  lightning,  and  Cancer  quarrel  with  the  Sun. 
Virgo  shall  mount  upon  the  back  of  Sagittarius,  and 
darken  her  virgin  flowers.  The  chariot  of  the  Moon 
shall  disorder  the  sodiac,  and  the  Pleiades  break  forth 
into  weeping.  No  offices  of  Janus  shall  hereafter  return, 
but  his  gate  being  shut  shall  lie  hid  in  the  chinks  of 
Ariadne.  The  seas  shall  rise  up  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  and  the  dust  of  the  ancients  shall  be  restored.  The 
winds  shall  fight  together  with  a  dreadful  blast,  and  their 
sound  shall  reach  the  stars. 


BOOK  VIII. 


Chap.  I. —  Voriigem  atkt  MerHn  amoeming  hit  ow,i  death, 

Merlix,  by  delivering  these  and  many  other  prophecies, 

caused  in  all  that  were  present  an  admiration  at  the  ambiguity 

'  of  his  expresbions.     But  Vortigera  above  all  the  rest  both 

^  tdmired  and  applauded  the  wisdom,  and  prophetical  spirit  of 
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ihd  young  man :  for  that  age  bad  produced  none  that  ever 
talked  in  snch  a  manner  before  him.  Being  therefore  carious 
to  learn  his  own  fate,  he  desired  the  young  man  to  tell  him 
what  he  knew  concerning  that  particular.  Merlin  answered  : 
— "  Fly  the  fire  of  the  sons  of  Constantine,  if  you  are  able  to 
do  it :  already  are  they  fitting  out  their  ships  :  already  are  they 
leaving  theArmorican  shore  :  already  are  they  spreading  out 
their  saib  to  the  wind.  They  will  steer  towards  Britain :  they 
will  invade  the  Saxon  nation  :  they  will  subdue  that  wicked 
people  ;  but  they  will  first  bum  you  being  shut  up  in  a  tower. 
To  your  own  ruin  did  you  prove  a  traitor  to  their  father,  and 
invite  the  Saxons  into  the  island.  You  invited  them  for  your ' 
safeguard  ;  but  they  came  for  a  punishment  to  you.  Two 
deaths  instantly  threaten  you  ;  nor  is  it  easy  to  determine, 
which  you  can  best  avoid.  For  on  the  one  hand  the  Saxons 
shall  lay  waste  your  country,  and  endeavour  to  kill  you :  on  the 
other  shall  arrive  the  two  brothers,  Aurelius  Ambrosius  and  \ 
Uther  Pendragon,  whose  business  will  be  to  revenge  their  j 
father's  murder  upon  you.  Seek  out  some  refuge  if  you  can  : 
to-morrow  they  wiU  be  on  the  shore  of  Totness.  The 
faces  of  the  Saxons  shall  look  red  with  blood,  Hcngist  shall 
be  killed,  and  Aurelius  Ambrosius  shall  be  crowned.  He 
shall  bring  peace  to  the  nation  ;  he  shall  restore  the  churches ; 
but  shall  die  of  poison.  His  brother  Uther  Pendragon  shall  V 
succeed  him,  whose  days  also  shall  be  cut  short  by  poison. 
There  shall  be  present  at  the  commission  of  this  treason  your 
own  issue,  whom  the  boar  of  Cornwall  shall  devour."  Accord- 
ingly the  next  day  early,  arrived  Aurelius  Ambrosius  avi 
his  brother,  with  ten  thousand  men. 

Chap.  IL — Aurgliut  AmbrositUy  being  anointed  kin§  of  Britainy  hume 

Vortigem  beeieged  in  a  tower. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  his  coming  was  divulged,  the  Britons, 
who  had  been  dispersed  by  their  great  calamities,  met  together 
trom  all  parts,  and  gaining  this  new  accession  of  strength 
from  their  countrymen,  displayed  unusual  vigour.  Having 
assembled  together  the  clergy,  they  anointed  Aurelius  king, 
and  paid  him  the  customary  homage.  And  when  the  people 
were  urgent  to  fall  upon  the  Saxons,  he  dissuaded  them  from 
it,  because  his  desire  was  to  pursue  Vortigem  first.  For  the 
treason  committed  against  lus  father  so  very  much  affected 
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him,  thai  he  thought  nothing  done  till  that  was  first  avenged. 
In  pursuance  therefore  of  this  design,  he  marched  with  his 
army  into  Camhria,  to  the  town  of  Grenoreu,  whither  Vorti- 
gern  had  fled  for  refuge.  That  town  was  in  the  country  of 
Hergin,  upon  the  river  Gania,  in  the  mountain  called 
Cloarius.  As  soon  as  Amhrosius  was  arrived  there,  hearing 
in  his  mind  the  murder  of  his  father  and  brother,  he  spake 
thus  to  Eldol,  duke  of  Gloucester. 

/  •*  See,  most  noble  duke,  whether  the  walls  of  this  city  are 
f  able  to  protect  Yortigem  against  my  sheathing  this  sword  in 
,  his  bowels.  He  deserves  to  die,  and  you  cannot,  I  suppo^ 
be  ignorant  of  his  desert  Oh  most  villainous  of  men,  whose 
crimes  deserve  inexpressible  tortures  I  First  he  Injtrayed  my 
Gither  Constautine,  who  had  delivered  him  and  his  country 
from  the  inroads  of  the  Picts  ;  afterwards  my  brother  Con- 
stans  whom  he  made  king  on  purpose  to  destroy  him.  Again, 
when  by  his  craft  he  had  usurped  the  crown,  he  introduced 
pagans  among  the  natives,  in  order  to  abuse  those  who  con^ 
tinued  stedfast  in  their  loyalty  to  me :  but  by  the  good  pro- 
vidence of  God,  he  unwarily  fell  into  the  snare,  which  he 
had  laid  for  my  faithful  subjects.  For  the  Saxons,  when 
they  found  him  out  in  his  wickedness,  drove  him  from  the 
kingdom  ;  for  which  nobody  ought  to  be  concerned.  But 
this  I  think  matter  of  just  grief,  that  this  odious  people, 
whom  that  detestable  traitor  invited  over,  has  expelled  the 
nobility,  laid  waste  a  fruitful  country,  destroyed  the  holy 
churches,  and  almost  extinguished  Christianity  over  the 
whole  kingdom.  Now,  therefore,  my  countrymen,  show 
yourselves  men  ;  first  revenge  yourselves  upon  him  tlmt  was 
the  occasion  of  all  these  disasters  ;  then  let  us  turn  our 
arms  against  our  enemies,  and  free  our  country  from  their 
brutish  tyranny.* 

immediately,  therefore,  they  set  their  engines  to  work, 
and  laboured  to  beat  down  the  walls.  But  at  last,  when  all 
other  attempts  failed,  they  had  recourse  to  fire,  which  meet- 
ing with  proper  fuel,  ceased  not  to  rage,  till  it  had  burned 
doTU  the  tower  and  Vortigeri  in  it. 
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Chap«  III.— 7^  praUt  q/  AureRut's  vtUmw,    The  levity  of  the  Scots 
exposed.   Forces  raited  agmrnst  Hengtst. 

HuioisTy  with  his  Saxons,  was  struck  with  terror  at  this 
news,  for  he  dreaded  the  valour  of  Aurelius.     Such  was  the 
hraverj  and  courage  this  prince  was  master  of,  that  while 
he  was  in  Gaul,  there  was  none  that  durst  encounter  with 
him.     For  in  all  encounters  he  either  dismounted  his  adyer- 
sary,  or  broke  his  spear.  Besides,  he  was  magnificent  in  his 
presents,  constant  at  his  devotions,  temperate  in  all  respects, 
and  above  all  things  hated  a  lie.     A  brave  soldier  on  foot,  a 
better  on  horseback,  and  expert  in  the  discipline  of  an  armj. 
Beports  of  these  his  noble  accomplishments,  while  he  yet 
continued  in  Armorican  Britain,  were  daily  brought  over  into 
the  island.     Therefore,  the  Saxons,  for  fear  of  him,  retired 
beyond  the  Humber,  and  in  those  parts  fortified  the  cities 
and  towns  ;  for  that  country  always  was  a  place  of  refuge 
them  ;  their  safety  lying  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Scotland, 
which  used  to  watch  aJl  opportunities  of  distressing  the 
nation  ;  for  that  country  being  in  itself  a  frightful  place 
to  lire  in,  and  wholly  uninhabited,  had  been  a  safe  retreat 
for  strangers.    By  its  situation  it  lay  open  to  the  Picts,  Soots^ 
DadaJis,  Norwegians,  and  others,  that  came  to  plunder  the 
island.    Being,  therefore,  secure  of  a  safe  reception  in  this 
country,  they  fied  towards  it,  that,  if  there  should  be  occa- 
sion, they  might  retreat  into  it  as  into  their  own  camp.  This 
was  good  news  to  Aurelius,  and  made  him  conceive  greater 
hopes  of  victory.     So  assembling  his  people  quickly  together, 
he  augmented  his  army,  and  made  an  expeditious  march 
towards  the  north.    In  his  passage  through  the  countries, 
he   was   grieved  to  see  the  desolation  made  in  them,  but 
especially  that  the  churches  were  levelled  with  the  ground ; 
and  he  promised  to  rebuild  them,  if  he  gained  the  victory. 


klX\AJ 

ired  I 
ities  L' 
:e  to' 


CflikP.  Vf.'^Hengist  marches  wUh  his  armp  against  AureHus,  into  the 

jieldqfMaisbea. 

But  Hengist^  upon  his  approach,  took  courage  again,  and 
cbofle  out  the  bravest  of  his  men,  whom  he  exhorted  to  make 
a  sallant  defence,  and  not  be  daunted  at  Aurelius,  who,  he 
tofd  tluiii,  had  but  few  Armorican  Britons  with  him,  since 
ilmsir  number  did  not  exceed  ten  thoufand.    And  aa  fi>r  tlM 
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native  Britons^  he  made  no  account  of  them,  since  they  had 

teen  so  often  defeated  by  him*     He  therefore  promised  them 

the  victory,  and  that  they  should  come  off  safely,  considering 

)he  superiority  of  their  number,  which  amounted  to  two 

nundred  thousand  men  in  arms.     After  h^  ?jBLd  in  this  manner 

animated  his  men,  he  advanced  with  them  towards  Aurelius, 

into  a  field  called  Maisbeli,  through  which  Aurelius  was  to 

pass.     For  his  intention  was  to  make  a  sudden  assault  by  a 

surprise,  and£dl  upon  the  Britons  before  they  were  prepared. 

But  Aurelius  perceived  the  design,  and  yet  did  not,  on  that 

account,  delay  going  to  the  field,  but  rather  pursued  his 

march  with  more  expedition.     When  he  was  come  within 

sight  of  the  enemy,  he  put  his  troops  in  order,  commanding 

three  thousand  Armoricans  to  attend  the  cavalry,  and  drew 

out  the  rest  together  with  the  islanders  into  line  of  battle. 

The  Dimetions  he  placed  upon   the  hills,  and  the  Yene- 

dotians  in  the  adjacent  woods.     His  reason  for  which  was, 

that  they  might  be  there  ready  to  fall  upon  the  Saxons,  in  v^ 

case  they  should  fiee  in  that  direction.  \^ 

CnAP.  V. — A  baitle  between  Aurelius  and  HengitU 

In  the  meantime,  Eldol,  duke  of  Gloucester,  went  to  the 
king,  and  said,  '^  This  one  day  should  suffice  for  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  if  by  good  providence  I  could  but  get  an  oppor« 
tunity  to  engage  with  Hengist ;  for  one  of  us  should  die 
before  we  p^ted.  I  still  retain  deeply  fixed  in  my  memory 
the  day  appointed  for  our  peaceably  treating  together,  but 
which  he  villainously  made  use  of  to  assassinate  all  that  were 
/resent  at  the  treaty,  except  myself  only,  who  stood  upon  my 
ilefence  with  a  stake  which  I  accidentally  found,  until  I  made 
my  escape.  That  very  day  proved  fatal,  through  his  treachery, 
to  no  less  than  four  hundred  and  sixty  barons  and  consuls, 
who  all  went  unarmed.  From  that  conspiracy  God  was 
pleased  to  deliver  me,  by  throwing  a  stake  in  my  way,  where* 
with  I  defended  myself  and  escaped."  Thus  spoke  EldoL 
Then  Aurelius  exhorted  his  companions  to  place  all  their 
hope  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  to  make  a  brave  assault  with 
one  consent  upon  the  enemy,  in  defence  of  their  country. 
Nor  was  Hengist  less  busy  on  the  other  hand  in  forming  his 
tvoopt^  and  giving  them  directions  how  to  behave  themselves 
fa  the  battle ;  and  he  walked  himself  through  their  aevenl 
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nmksy  the  more  to  spirit  them  up.  At  last,  both  armiei^ 
being  drawn  oat  in  order  of  battle,  began  the  attack,  which 
thej  maintained  with  great  braverj,  and  no  small  loss  of 
blood,  both  to  the  Britons  and  Saxons.  Aurelius  animated 
the  Christians,  Hengist  the  pagans ;  and  all  the  time  of  the 
^^go^emeaty  Eldol's  chief  endeavour  was  to  encounter  Hen- 
gist,  but  he  had  no  opportunity  for  it  For  Hengist,  when 
he  found  that  his  own  men  were  routed,  and  that  the  Chris- 
tians, by  the  especial  favour  of  Grod,  had  the  advantage,  fled 
to  the  town  called  Kaerconan,  now  Cunungeburg.  Aurelius 
pursued  him,  and  either  killed  or  made  slaved  of  all  he  found 
in  the  way*  When  Hengist  saw  that  he  was  pursued  by 
Aurelius,  he  would  not  enter  the  town,  but  assembled  his 
troops,  and  prepared  them  to  stand  another  engagement 
For  he  knew  the  town  would  not  hold  out  against  Aurelius, 
and  that  his  whole  security  now  lay  in  his  sword.  At  last 
Aurelius  overtook  him,  and  after  marshalling  liis  forces,  be- 
gan another  most  furious  fight.  And  here  the  Saxons 
steadily  maintained  their  ground,  notwithstanding  the  num» 
bers  that  fell.  On  both  sides  there  was  a  great  slaughter, 
the  groans  of  the  dying  causing  a  greater  rage  in  those  that 
survived.  In  short,  the  Saxons  would  have  gidned  the  day, 
had  not  a  detachment  of  horse  from  the  Armorican  Britons 
come  in  upon  them.  For  Aurelius  had  appointed  them  the 
same  station  which  they  had  in  the  former  battle ;  so  that, 
upon  their  advancing,  the  Saxons  gave  ground,  and  when 
once  a  little  dispersed,  were  not  able  to  rally  again.  The 
Britons,  encouraged  by  this  advantage,  exerted  them- 
selves, and  laboured  with  all  their  might  to  distress  the 
enemy.  All  the  time  Aurelius  was  fully  employed,  not  only 
in  giving  commands,  but  encouraging  his  men  by  his  own 
example  ;  for  with  his  own  hand  he  killed  all  that  stood  in 
his  way,  and  pursued  those  that  fied.  Nor  was  Eldol  less 
active  in  all  parts  of  the  field,  running  to  and  fro  to  assault 
his  adversaries ;  but  still  his  main  endeavour  was  to  find 
opportunity  of  encountering  Hiengist 

Chap.  Yl^^ffengist,  in  a  duel  unih  Etdol,  it  taxen  by  Mm.     71^  Saxons 
are  tlain  by  the  Britone  uriihout  mercy. 

As  there  were  therefore  several  movements  made  by  the 
partieB  engaged  on  each  side,  an  opportunity  occorrod  for  their 
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/  meetmg,  and  brisklj  engaging  each  other.  In  this  encounter 
of  the  two  greatest  champions  in  the  field,  the  fire  sparkled 
with  the  clashing  of  their  arms,  and  every  stroke  in  a  manner 
-  produced  both  thunder  and  lightning.  For  a  long  time  was  the 
victory  in  suspense,  as  it  seemed  sometimes  to  favour  the  one, 
sometimes  the  other.  While  they  were  thus  hotly  engaged, 
Grorlois,  duke  of  Cornwall,  came  up  to  them  with  the  party  he 
commanded,  and  did  great  execution  upon  the  enemies'  troops. 
At  the  sight  of  him,  £ldol,  assured  of  victory,  seized  on  the 
helmet  of  Hengist,  and  by  main  force  dragged  him  in  among 
the  Britons,  and  then  in  transports  of  joy  cried  out  with  a 
loud  voice,  "  Grod  has  fulfilled  my  desire  I  My  brave  soldiers, 
down,  down,  with  your  enemies  tiie  Ambrons.*  The  victory 
is  now  in  your  hands  :  Hengist  is  defeated,  and  the  day  is 
your  own.^  In  the  meantime  the  Britons  failed  not  to  per- 
form every  one  his  part  against  the  pagans,  upon  whom  they 
nuide  many  vigorous  assaults ;  and  though  they  were  obliged 
sometimes  to  give  ground,  yet  their  courage  did  not  fail  them 
in  making  a  good  resistance  ;  so  that  they  gave  the  enemy 
no  respite  till  they  had  vanquished  them.  The  Saxons 
therefore  fied  whithersoever  their  consternation  hurried  them, 
some  to  the  cities,  some  to  the  woods  upon  the  hills,  and 
others  to  their  ships.  But  Octa,  the  son  of  Hengist,  made 
his  retreat  with  a  great  body  of  men  to  York  :  and  Eosa, 
his  kinsman,  to  the  city  of  Aldud,  where  he  had  a  very  large 
army  for  his  guard. 

Crap.  yiL^Hengitt  %$  beheaded  by  Eidol. 

AuRBLius,  afler  this  victory,  took  the  city  of  Conan  above- 
I  mentioned,  and  stayed  there  three  days.  During  this  time 
he  gave  orders  for  the  burial  of  the  slain,  for  curing  the 
wounded,  and  for  the  ease  and  refreshment  of  his  forces  that 
I  were  fatigued.  Then  he  called  a  council  of  his  principal 
officers,  to  deliberate  what  was  to  be  done  with  Hengist. 
There  was  present  at  the  assembly  Eldad,  bishop  of  Glouces- 
ter, and  brother  of  Eldol,  a  prelate  of  very  great  wisdom 
and  piety.  As  soon  as  he  beheld  Hengist  standing  in  the 
king^s  presence,  he  demanded  silence,  and  said,  "  Though  all 
should  be  unanimous  for  setting  him  at  liberty,  yet  would  I 

*  'Hmi  meaniiig  of  this  word  is  doubtful ;  it  is  applied  to  the 
«ua  pt^MDlj  faMteriptiT«  of  their  fierce  and  savage  ch^uacter. 
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cut  him  to  pieces.  The  prophet  Samuel  is  my  warrant,  who, 
when  he  had  Agag,  king  of  Amalek,  in  his  power,  hewe<l 
him  in  pieces,  saying,  As  thy  sword  hath  made  women  child- 1 
lesfl^  so  shall  thy  mother  be  childless  among  women.  Do 
therefore  the  same  to  Hengist,  who  is  a  second  Agag.** 
Accordingly  Eldol  took  his  sword,  and  drew  him  out  of  th 
city,  and  then  cut  off  his  head.  But  Aurelius,  who  showed 
moderation  in  all  his  conduct,  commanded  him  to  be  buried, 
and  a  heap  of  earth  to  be  raised  over  his  body,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  pagans. 

Chap.  YIII. — Octa,  being  beiieged  in  York,  turrenden  himseJf  to  the 

mercy  cf  Aurdius. 

From  hence  Aurelius  conducted  his  army  to  York,  to  besiege 
Octa^Hengist's  son.  When  the  city  was  invested,  Octa  was 
doiibilul  whether  he  should  give  him  any  opposition,  and 
stand  a  siege  against  such  a  powerful  army.  After  consulta- 
tion upon  it,  he  went  out  with  his  principal  nobility  that  were 
present,  carrying  a  chain  in  his  hand,  and  sand  upon  his 
head,  and  presented  himself  to  the  king  with  this  address : 
«  My  gods  are  vanquished,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  sovereign 
power  is  in  your  God,  who  has  compelled  so  many  noble  per- 
sons to  come  before  you  in  this  suppliant  manner.  Be  pleased 
therefore  to  accept  of  us,  and  of  this  chain.  If  you  do  not 
think  us  fit  objects  of  your  clemency,  we  here  present  our- 
selves ready  to  be  fettered,  and  to  undergo  whateyer  punish- 
ment you  shall  adjudge  us  to."  Aurelius  was  moved  with 
pity  at  the  spectacle,  and  demanded  the  advice  of  his  council 
what  should  be  done  with  them.  After  various  proposals 
upon  this  subject,  Eldad  the  bishop  rose  up,  and  delivered 
his  opinion  in  these  words  :  "  The  Gibeonites  came  Yolon- 
tarily  to  the  children  of  Israel  to  desire  mercy,  and  they 
obtained  it.  And  shall  we  Christians  be  worse  than  the 
Jews,  in  ref^ising  them  mercy  ?  It  is  mercy  which  they  b^, 
and  let  them  have  it.  The  island  of  Britain  is  large,  and  in 
many  places  uninhabited.  Let  us  make  a  covenant  with 
them,  and  suffer  them  at  least  to  inhabit  the  desert  places, 
that  they  may  be  our  vassals  for  ever.**  The  king  acquit'sced 
in  Eldad's  advice,  and  suffered  them  to  partake  of  his  clemency. 
After  this  Eosa  and  the  rest  that  fled,  being  encouraged  bj 
Octii*8  success,  came  alao^  and  were  admitted  to  the  same 
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Arovat.    The  king  therefore  granted  them  the  country  herder- 
ing  upon  Sootland,  and  made  a  firm  covenant  with  iheoL 

Chap.  IX. — Aur^liut,  havinff  entirely  routed  the  enemies,  restores  aU 
V  things  in  Britain,  especially  eoelesiastical  affairs,  to  their  ancient  state. 

The  enemies  heing  now  entirely  reduced,*  the  king  sum* 
moned  the  consuls  and  princes  of  the  kingdom  together  at 
York,  where  he  gave  orders  for  the  restoration  of  the 
churches,  which  the  Saxons  had  destroyed.  He  himself 
undertook  the  rebuilding  of  the  metropolitan  church  of  that 
d^y  as  also  the  other  cathedral  churches  in  that  province 
Aner  fifteen  days,  when  he  had  settled  workmen  in  several 
places,  he  went  to  London,  which  city  had  not  escaped  the 
fury  of  the  enemy.  He  beheld  with  great  sorrow  the  de- 
struction made  in  it^  and  recalled  the  remainder  of  the  citi- 
sens  from  all  parts,  and  began  the  restoration  of  it.  Here 
he  settled  the  affidrs  of  the  whole  kingdom,  revived  the 
laws,  restored  the  right  heirs  to  the  possessions  of  their  an- 
cestors ;  and  those  estates,  whereof  the  heirs  had  been  lost  in 
the  late  grievous  calamity,  he  distributed  among  his  fellow 
soldiers.  In  these  important  conoems,  of  restoring  the  na- 
tion to  its  ancient  state,  repairing  the  churches,  re-establish- 
ing peace  and  law,  and  settling  &e  administration  of  justice, 
was  his  time  wholly  employed.  From  hence  he  went  to 
Winchester,  to  repair  the  ruins  of  it,  as  he  did  of  other 
cities ;  and  when  the  work  was  finished  there,  he  went,  at 
the  instance  of  bishop  Eldad,  to  the  monastery  near  Kaer- 
caradoc^  now  Salisbury,  where  the  consuls  and  princes, 
whom  the  wicked  Hengist  had  treacherously  murdered,  lay 
buried.  At  this  place  was  a  convent  that  maintained  three 
hundred  firiars,  situated  on  the  mountain  of  Ambrius,  who> 
as  is  reported,  had  been  the  founder  of  it  The  sight  of 
the  place  where  the  dead  lay,  made  the  king,  who  was  of  a 
compassionate  temper,  shed  tears,  and  at  last  enter  upon 
thoughts,  what  kind  of  monument  to  erect  upon  it.  For  he 
thought  somethiiig  ought  to  be  done  to   perpetuate  the 

*  The  oonqneit  of  Bnglaiid  waa  achiered  alonij  by  tbe  Suraoi, jrel  H 
wafl  sure  and  pennaaent :  the  awwirtioB  in  the  text  ii  tmtnie.  Tber** 
waa  no  •xpnlMi  or  mbjugatioii  of  the  inraden  when  thcj  wm 
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memory  of  that  piece  of  ground,  which  wds  honoured  with 
the  bodies  of  so  many  noble  patriots^  that  died  for  their 
coontrj. 

Chap.  X.— iltirtf/tiw  i»  adtnted  by  AferUn  to  remove  the  Qianfe  Donee   V 

from  the  mountain  Killaraiu, 

Fob  this  purpose  he  summoned  together  several  carpenteri^ 
and  masons,  and  commanded  them  to  employ  the  utmost  o 
their  art,  in  contriving  some  new  structure,  for  a  lasting 
monument  to  those  great  men.  But  they,  in  diffidence  of 
their  own  skill,  refusing  to  undertake  it,  Tremounus,  arch- 
bishop of  the  City  of  L^ons,  went  to  the  king,  and  said, 
'^  If  any  one  living  is  able  to  execute  your  commands.  Mer- 
lin, the  prophet  of  Vortigem,  is  the  man.  In  my  opinion 
there  is  not  in  all  your  kingdom  a  person  of  a  brighter 
genius,  either  in  predicting  future  events,  or  in  mechanical 
contrivances.  Order  him  to  come  to  you,  and  exercise  his 
skill  in  the  work  which  you  design."  Whereupon  Aurelius, 
after  he  had  asked  a  great  many  questions  concerning  him, 
despatched  several  messengers  into  the  country  to  find  him 
out,  and  bring  him  to  him.  After  passing  through  several 
provinces,  they  found  him  in  the  country  of  the  Grewisseans, 
at  the  fountain  of  Galabes,  which  he  frequently  resorted  to. 
As  soon  as  they  had  delivered  their  message  to  him,  they 
conducted  him  to  the  king,  who  received  him  with  joy,  and, 
being  curious  to  hear  some  of  his  wonderful  speeches,  com-  I 
manded  him  to  prophesy.  Merlin  made  answer :  **  Mysteries 
of  this  kind  are  not  to  be  revealed  but  when  there  is  the . 
greatest  necessity  for  it.  If  I  should  pretend  to  utter  them 
for  ostentation  or  diversion,  the  spirit  that  instructs  me, 
would  be  silent,  and  would  leave  me  when  I  should  have 
occasion  for  it"  When  he  had  made  the  same  refusal  to  all 
the  rest  present,  the  king  would  not  urge  him  any  longer 
about  his  predictions,  but  spoke  to  him  concerning  the  monu- 
ment which  he  designed.  ''If  you  are  dcairoui,"  said  Merlin, 
<<to  honour  the  burying-place  of  these  men  with  an  ever- 
lasting monument,  send  for  the  Giant's  Danoe^  which  is  in 
Killaraus,  a  mountain  in  Ireland.  For  there  is  a  structure 
of  stones  there,  which  none  of  this  age  could  raise^  without 
a  profound  knowledge  of  the  mechanical  arts.    Thqf  are 
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stones  of  a  Tast  magnitnde  and  wonderful  quality ;  and  if 
they  can  be  placed  here^  as  thej  are  there,  round  this  spot  of 
ground,  they  will  stand  for  ever." 

Chap.  XI. — Uiher  Pendragon  i$  appointed  ttUh  Merlin  to  brimg  over  the 

GianVs  Dance* 

At  these  words  of  Merlin,  Aurelius  burst  into  laughter,  and 
said,  '^  How  is  it  possible  to  remove  such  vast  stones  from  so 
distant  a  country,  as  if  Britain  was  not  furnished  with  stones 
fit  for  the  work  ?"  Merlin  replied,  "  I  entreat  your  majesty 
to  forbear  vain  laughter  ;  for  what  I  say  is  without  vanity. 
^  They  are  mystical  stones,  and  of  a  medicinal  virtue.  The 
giants  of  old  brought  them  from  the  farthest  coast  of  Africa, 
and  placed  them  in  Ireland,  while  they  inhabited  that  coun« 
try.  Their  design  in  this  was  to  make  baths  in  them,  when 
they  should  be  taken  with  any  illness.  For  their  method 
was  to  wash  the  stones,  and  put  their  sick  into  the  water, 
which  infallibly  cured  them.  With  the  like  success  they 
cured  wounds  also,  adding  only  the  application  of  some 
t  herbs.  There  is  not  a  stone  there  which  has  not  some  heal- 
ing virtue,"  When  the  Britons  heard  this,  they  resolved  to 
send  for  the  stones,  and  to  make  war  upon  the  people  of 
Ireland  if  they  should  offer  to  detain  them.  And  to  accom- 
plish this  business,  they  made  choice  of  Uther  Pendragon, 
who  was  to  be  attended  with  fifteen  thousand  men.  They 
chose  also  Merlin  himself,  by  whose  direction  the  whole 
affair  was  to  be  managed.  A  fieet  being  therefore  got 
ready,  they  set  sail,  and  with  a  fair  wind  arrived  in  Ire- 
land. 

Chap.  Xlh—CfUhmanius  being  routed  by  Uther,  the  Britont  bring  over 

the  Gi4mt*e  dance  into  Britain, 

At  that  time  GriUomanius,  a  youth  of  wonderful  valour, 
reigned  in  Ireland;  who,  upon  the  news  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Britons  in  his  kingdom,  levied  a  vast  army,  and  marched 
out  against  them.  And  when  he  had  learned  the  occasion 
of  their  coming,  he  smiled,  and  said  to  those  about  him, 
"  No  wonder  a  cowardly  race  of  people  were  able  to  make 
80  great  a  devastation  in  the  island  of  Britain,  when  the 
Britons  are  such  brutes  and  fools.    Wgs  ever  the  like  follj 
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heard  of?  What  are  the  stones  of  Ireland  better  than  those 
of  Britain,  that  our  kingdom  must  be  put  to  this  disturbance 
for  them  ?  To  arms,  soldiers,  and  defend  jour  country ; 
while  I  have  life  thej  shall  not  take  from  us  the  least  stone 
of  the  Giant's  Dance."  Uther,  seeing  them  prepared  for  a 
battle,  attacked  them ;  nor  was  it  long  ere  the  Britons  had 
the  advantage,  who,  having  dispersed  and  killed  the  Irish* 
forced  Gillomaiiius  to  flee.  After  the  victory  they  went  to 
the  mountain  Killaraus,  and  arrived  at  the  structure  of  stones, 
the  sight  of  wliich  filled  them  both  with  joy  and  admiration. 
And  while  they  were  all  standing  round  them,  Merlin  came 
up  to  them  and  said,  '^  Now  try  your  forces,  young  men,  and 
see  whether  strength  or  art  can  do  the  most  tow^*ds  taking 
down  these  stones.**  At  this  word  they  all  set  to  their 
engines  with  one  accord,  and  attempted  the  removing  of  the 
Giant's  Dance.  Some  prepared  cables,  others  small  ropes, 
others  ladders  for  the  work,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Merlin 
laughed  at  their  vain  efforts,  and  then  began  his  own  contri- 
vances. When  he  had  placed  in  order  the  engines  that  were 
necessary,  he  took  down  the  stones  with  an  incredible  facility, 
and  gave  directions  for  carrying  them  to  the  ships,  and 
placing  them  therein.  This  done,  they  with  joy  set  sail 
again,  to  return  to  Britain ;  where  they  arrived  with  a  fair 
gale,  and  repaired  to  the  burying-place  with  the  stones. 
When  Aurelius  had  notice  of  it,  he  sent  messengers  to  all 
parts  of  Britain,  to  summon  the  clergy  and  people  together 
to  the  mount  of  Ambrius,  in  order  to  celebrate  with  joy  and 
honour  the  erection  of  the  monument.  Upon  this  summons 
appeared  the  bishops,  abbats,  and  people  of  fdl  other  orders  and 
qualities ;  and  upon  the  day  and  place  appointed  for  their 
general  meeting,  Aurelius  placed  the  crown  upon  his  head, 
and  with  royal  pomp  celebrated  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  the 
solemnity  whereof  he  continued  the  three  following  days. 
In  the  meantime,  all  places  of  honour  that  were  vacant,  he 
bestowed  upon  his  domestics  as  rewards  for  their  good  ser- 
vices. At  that  time  the  two  metropolitan  sees  of  York  and 
Legions  were  vacant ;  and  with  the  general  consent  of  the 
people,  whom  he  was  willing  to  please  in  this  choice,  he 
granted  York  to  Sanxo,  a  man  of  great  quality,  and  much 
celebrated  for  his  piety ;  and  the  City  of  Legions  to  Dubri* 
cii|%  whom  divine  providence  had  pointed  out  as  a  moal  use* 
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fill  pastor  ia  that  place.  As  soon  as  he  had  settled  theM 
and  other  affairs  in  the  kingdom,  he  ordered  Merlin  to 
set  up  the  stones  brought  over  from  Ireland*  about  the 
sepulchre;  which  he  accordinglj  did,  and  placed  them  in 
the  same  manner  as  thej  had  been  in  the  mountain  Killaraus, 
and  thereby  gave  a  manifest  proof  of  the  prevalence  of  art 
above  strength.* 

Chap.  XIII. — Pascenlius  brings  in  the  Saxont  against  the  Britons, 

jAt  the  same  time  Pascentius,  the  son  of  Vortigern,  who 
mad  fled  over  into  Grermanj,  was  levying  all  the  forces  of 
[that  kingdom  against  Aurelius  Ambrosius,  with  a  design  to 
revenge  his  father*8  death ;  and  promised  his  men  an  im- 
mense treasure  of  gold  and  silver,  if  with  their  assbtance  he 
could  succeed  in  reducing  Britain  under  his  power.  When 
he  had  at  last  corrupted  all  the  youth  of  the  country  with 
his  large  promises,  he  prepared  a  vast  fleet,  and  arrived  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  island,  upon  which  he  began  to 
make  great  devastations.  The  king,  on  the  other  hand, 
hearing  this  news,  assembled  his  army,  and  marching  against 
them  challenged  the  enraged  enemy  to  a  battle ;  the  chal- 
lenge was  accepted,  and  by  the  blessing  of  Grod  the  enemy 
was  defeated  and  put  to  flight. 

Chap.  XIV. —  Pascentius,  assisted  by  the  king  i^  Ireland,  again  invades 
Britain,    A  urelius  dies  bg  the  treachery  tf  £opa,  a  Sojton, 

Pascentius,  •  after  this  flight,  durst  not  return  to  Germany, 
but  shifling  his  sails,  went  over  to  Gillomanius,  in  Ireland, 
by  whom  he  was  well  received.  And  when  he  had  given 
him  an  account  of  his  misfortune^  Gillomanius,  in  pity  to  him, 
promised  him  his  assistance,  and  at  the  same  time  vented  his 
complaint  of  the  injuries  done  him  by  Uther,  the  brother  of 
Aurelius,  when  he  came  for  the  Giant's  Dance.  At  last, 
entering  into  confederacy  together,  they  made  ready  their 
fleet,  in  which  they  embarked,  and  arrived  at  the  city  of 
Menevia.    This  news  caused  Uther  Pendragon  to  levy  his 

*  This  it  the  venamble  monument  of  antiquity,  now  called  Stonebenge, 
of  the  oikin  of  which  we  know  no  more  than  we  know  of  the  tolid  ftame* 
woik  of  the  dobe  itMll  It  waa  certamljr  erected  b/  a  people  who  Ufed 
loof  belbie  the  begfaming  of  authentio  hiitoijr. 
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forces,  and  march  into  Cambria  to  fight  thenu  For  his 
Inrother  Aurelius  then  laj  sick  at  Winchester,  and  was  not 
able  to  go  himself.  When  Pascentius,  Gillomanius,  and  the 
Saxons  heard  of  it,  thej  highly  rgoiced,  flattering  them- 
selves, that  his  sickness  would  facilitate  to  them  the  conquest 
of  Britain.  While  this  occurrence  was  the  subject  of  the 
people's  discourse,  one  of  the  Saxons,  named  Eopa,  came  to 
Pascentius,  and  said,  "  What  reward  will  jou  give  the  man 
that  shall  kill  Aurelius  Ambrosius  for  jou  T  To  whom 
Pascentius  answered,  *^  0  that  I  could  find  a  man  of  such 
resolution  I  I  would  give  him  a  thousand  pounds  of  silver, 
and  mj  friendship  for  life ;  and  if  bj  good  fortune  I  can  but 
gain  the  crown,  I  promise  upon  oath  to  make  him  a  centu- 
rion." To  this  Eopa  replied,  "I  have  learned  the  British 
language,  and  know  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  have  skill 
in  phjsic  If,  therefore,  jou  will  perform  this  promise,  I 
will  pretend  to  be  a  Christian  and  a  Briton,  and  when,  as  a  ^ 
phjsician,  I  shall  be  admitted  into  the  king's  presence,  I  wiU  ^ 
mike  him  a  potion  that  shall  despatch  him.  And  to  gain  the 
readier  access  to  him,  I  will  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  de- 
vout and  learned  monk."  Upon  this  offer,  Pascentius  entered 
into  oovenant  with  him,  and  confirmed  what  he  had  promised 
with  an  oath.  Eopa,  therefore,  shaved  his  beard  and  head,  and 
in  the  habit  of  a  monk  hastened  to  Winchester,  loaded  with 
vessels  foU  of  medical  preparations.  As  soon  as  he  arrived 
there^  he  offered  his  service  to  those  that  attended  about  the 
king,  and  was  graciously  received  bj  them ;  for  to  them 
nobodj  was  now  more  acceptable  than  a  phjsician.  Being 
introduced  into  the  king's  presence,  he  promised  to  restore 
him  to  his  health,  if  he  would  but  take  his  potions.  Upon 
which  he  had  his  orders  forthwith  to  prepare  one  of  them, 
into  which  when  he  had  secretly  conveyed  a  poisonous  mix- 
ture, he  gave  it  the  king.  As  soon  as  Aurdius  had  drunk 
it  up,  the  wicked  Ambron  ordered  him  presently  to  cover 
himself  dose  up,  and  fall  asleep,  that  the  detestable  potion 
might  the  better  operate.  The  king  readily  obeyed  his  pre- 
scriptions, and  in  hopes  of  his  speedy  recovery  fell  asleep. 
But  the  pmson  quickly  diffused  itself  through  all  the  pores 
and  veins  of  his  body,  so  that  the  sleep  ended  in  death.  In 
the  meantime  the  wicked  traitor,  having  cunningly  with* 
drawn  himself  first  from  one  and  then  from  another,  was  no 
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longer  to  be  found  in  the  court  During  these  transactions 
.  at  Winchester,  there  appeared  a  star  of  wonderful  magnitude 
/  and  brightness,  darting  forth  a  raj,  at  the  end  of  which  was 
\  a  globe  of  fire  in  form  of  a  dragon,  out  of  whose  mouth 

issued  forth  two  rays  ;  one  of  which  seemed  to  stretch  out 

itself  beyond  the  extent  of  Gaul,  the  other  towards  the  Irish 

Sea,  and  ended  in  seven  lesser  rays. 

Chap.  XV. — A  comet  pvesignifies  the  reign  of  Uther, 

At  the  appearance  of  this  st^,  a  general  fear  and  amaze« 
ment  seized  the  people  ;  an^eVen  Uther,  the  king's  brother, 
who  was  then  upon  his  march  with  his  army  into  Cambria, 
being  not  a  little  terrified  at  it,  was  very  curious  to  know  of 
the  learned  men,  what  it  portended.  Among  others,  he 
ordered  Merlin  to  be  called,  who  also  attended  in  this  expe- 
dition to  give  his  advice  in  the  management  of  the  war  ;  and 
who,  being  now  presented  before  him,  was  commanded  to 
discover  to  him  the  signification  of  the  star.  At  this  he 
burst  out  into  tears,  and  with  a  loud  voice  cried  out,  **  O 
irreparable  loss !  0  distressed  people  of  Britain !  Alas ! 
the  illustrious  prince  is  departed  I  The  renowned  king  of 
the  Britons,  Aurelius  Ambrosius,  is  dead  I  whose  death  will 
prove  fatal  to  us  all,  unless  God  be  our  helper.  Make  haste, 
therefore,  most  noble  Uther,  make  haste  to  engage  the  enemy : 
the  victory  vrill  be  yours,  and  you  shall  be  king  of  all  Britain. 
\  For  the  star,  and  the  fiery  dragon  under  it,  signifies  yourself, 
and  the  ray  extending  towards  the  Gallic  coast,  portends  that 
you  shall  have  a  most  potent  son,  to  whose  power  all  those 
kingdoms  shall  be  subject  over  which  the  ray  reaches.  But 
the  other  ray  signifies  a  daughter,  whose  sons  and  grandsons 
shall  successiyely  ei\joy  the  kingdom  of  Britain." 

Chap.  XVI. — PaecenHut  and  GtUomaniut  are  kitted  in  battle. 

Utheb,  though  he  doubted  of  the  truth  of  what  Merlin  had 
declared,  pursued  his  march  against  the  enemy,  fur  he  wa;5 
now  come  within  half  a  day's  march  of  Menevia.  When  Gil- 
iomanius,  Pascentius,  and  the  Saxons  were  informed  oi'  his 
approach,  they  went  out  to  give  him  battle.  As  soon  as 
they  were  come  within  sight  of  each  other,  both  armies  begun 
l9  fom  themselves  into  several  bodies,  and  then  advanced  U^ 
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a  doso  attack,  in  which  both  sides  sufiered  a  loss  of  meoy  oa 
usually  happens  in  sueh  engagements.     At  last,  towards  the 
elose  of  the  day,  the  advantage  was  on  Uther^s  side,  and  the  ^ 
death  of  Gillomanius  and  Pascentius  made  a  way  for  com- 
plete victory.     So  that  the  barbarians,  being  put  to  flight, 
hastened  to  their  ships,  but  were  slain  by  their  pursuers. 
Thus,  by  the  favour  of  Christ,  the  general  had  triumphant  / 
success,  and  then  with  all  possible  expedition,  after  so  great 
a  fatigue,  returned  back  to  Winchester  :  for  he  had   now 
been  informed,  by  messengers  that  arrived,  of  the  king's  sad 
fate,  and  of  his  burial  by  the  bishops  of  the  country,  near 
the  convent  of  Ambrius,  within  the  Giant's  Dance,  which 
in  his  lifetime  he  had  commanded  to  be  made.     For  upon 
hearing  the  news  of  his  death,  the  bishops,  abbats,  and  all 
the  clergy  of  that  province,  had  met  together  at  Winchester, 
to  solemnize  his  funeral.     And  because  in  his  lifetime  he 
had  given  orders  for  his  being  buried  in  the  sepulchre  which 
he  had  prepared,  they  therefore  carried  his  corpse  thither, 
and  performed  his  exsequies  with  royal  magnificence. 

Chip.  XVII. — Uiher  Pendragon  i$  made  king  of  Britain, 

But  Uther  his  brother,  having  assembled  the  clergy  of  the 
kingdom,  took  the  crown,  and  by  universal  consent  was 
advanced  to  the  kingdom.  And  remembering  the  explana« 
tion  which  Merlin  had  made  of  the  star  above-mentioned, 
he  commanded  two  dragons  to  be  made  of  gold,  in  likeness  I 
of  the  dragon  which  he  had  seen  at  the  ray  of  the  star.  As 
soon  as  they  were  finished,  which  was  done  with  wonderful 
nicety  of  workmanship,  he  made  a  present  of  one  to  the 
cathedral  church  of  Winchester,  but  reserved  the  other  for  y 
himself,  to  be  carried  along  with  him  to  his  wars.  From 
this  time,  therefore,  he  was  called  Uther  Pendragon,  which 
in  the  British  tongue  signifies  the  dragon's  head  ;  the  occa- 
sion of  this  appellation  being  Merlin's  predicting,  from  the 
appearance  of  a  dragon,  that  he  should  be  king. 

Chap.  XYIII. — Oeta  ondEota  are  taken  in  battle. 

In  the  meantime  Octa  the  son  of  Hengist^  and  his  kinsman 
Eosa,  seeing  they  were  no  longer  bound  by  the  treaty  which 
they  had  made  with  Aurelius  Ambrosius,  began  to  raise  dia* 
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tnrbances  against  the  king,  and  infest  his  countries.     For 
thej  were  now  joining  with  the  Saxons  whom  Pasoentius 
had  brought  oTer,  and  sending  messengers  into  Germany  for 
the  rest    Being  therefore  attended  with  a  vast  armj,  he  in- 
vaded the  northern  provinces,  and  in  an  outrageous  manner 
destroyed  all  the  cities  and  fortified  places,  from  Albania  to 
York.     At  last,  as  he  was  beginning  the  siege  of  that  city, 
Uther  Pendragon  came  upon  him  with  the  whole  power  of 
the  kingdom,  and  gave  him  battle.     The  Saxons  behaved 
with  great  gallantry,  and,  having  sustained  the  assaults  of 
the  Britons,  forced  them  to  fiy ;  and  upon  this  advantage 
pursued  them  with  slaughter  to  the  mountain  Damen,  which 
,  was  as  long  as  they  coiJd  do  it  with  day-light     The  moun- 
tain was  high,  and  had  a  hazel-wood  upon  the  top  of  it,  and 
about  the  middle  broken  and  cavernous  rocks,  which  were  a 
liarbour  to  wild  beasts.     The  Britons  made  up  to  it,  and 
stayed  there  all  night  among  the  rocks  and  hazel-bushes. 
But  as  it  began  to  draw  towards  day,  Uther  commanded  the 
consuls  and  princes  to  be  called  together,  that  he  might  con- 
sult with  them  in  what  manner  to  assault  the  enemy.  Where- 
upon they  forthwith  appeared  before  the  king,  who  com- 
manded them  to  give  their  advice ;  and  Grorlois,  duke  of 
Cornwall,  had  orders  to  deliver  his  opinion  first,  out  of  regard 
to  his  years  and  great  experience.     "  There  is  no  occasion,** 
said  he,  **  for  ceremonies  or  speeches,  while  we  see  that  it  is 
still  night :  but  there  is  for  boldness  and  courage,  if  you 
desire  any  longer  enjoyment  of  your  life  and  liberty.     The 
pagans  are  very  numerous,  and  eager  to  fight,  and  we  much 
inferior  to  them  in  number  ;  so  that  if  we  stay  till  daybreak, 
^  we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  attack  them  to  advantage.     Gome 
on,  therefore,  while  we  have  the  favour  of  the  night,  let  us 
go  down  in  a  close  body,  and  surprise  them  in  their  camp 
with  a  sudden  assault     There  can  be  no  doubt  of  success, 
\  if  with  one  consent  we  fall  upon  them  boldly,  while  they 
think  themselves  secure,  and  have  no  expectation  of  our 
coming  in  such  a  manner.**    The  king  and  all  that  were  pre- 
sent^ were  pleased  with  his  advice,  and  pursued  it    For  as 
soon  as  they  were  armed  and  placed  in  their  ranks,  they 
made  towards  the  enemies*  camp,  designing  a  general  assault 
But  upon  approtiching  to  it,  tiiey  were  discovered  by  tha 
watch,  who  with  Aound  of  trumpet  awaked  their  companions. 
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The  enemies  being  hereupon  put  into  confusion  and  astonish* 
ment^  part  of  them  hastened  towards  the  sea,  and  part  ran 
up  and  down  whithersoever  their  fear  or  precipitation  drove 
them.  The  Britons,  finding  their  coming  discovered,  hastened  ^ 
their  march,  and  keeping  still  dose  together  in  their  ranks, 
assailed  the  camp  ;  into  which  when  thej  had  found  an  en- 
trance, thej  ran  with  their  drawn  swords  upon  the  enemj ; 
who  in  this  sudden  surprise  made  but  a  faint  defence  against 
their  vigorous  and  regular  attack  ;  and  pursuing  this  blow 
with  great  eagerness  thej  destroyed  some  thousands  of  the 
pagans,  took  Octa  and  Eosa  prisoners,  and  entirely  dispersed 
the  Saxons. 

CuAP.  XIX. — Uther,  falling  in  love  with  Igema^  enjoyi  her  by  the  aa$utt» 

anee  i^  MerliiCi  magical  operatians. 

Apteb  this  victory  Uther  repaired  to  the  city  of  Alclud, 
where  he  settled  the  affairs  of  that  province,  and  restored 
peace  everjrwhere.  He  also  made  a  progress  round  all  the 
countries  of  the  Scots,  and  tamed  the  fierceness  of  that  rebel- 
lious people,  by  such  a  strict  administration  of  justice,  as 
none  of  his  predecessors  had  exercised  before :  so  thst  in 
his  time  offenders  were  everywhere  under  great  terror,  since 
they  were  sure  of  being  punished  without  mercy.  At  last, 
when  he  had  established  peace  in  the  northern  provinces,  he 
went  to  Loudon,  and  commanded  Octa  and  Eosa  to  be  kept 
in  prison  there.  The  Easter  following  he  ordered  all  the 
nobility  of  the  kingdom  to  meet  at  that  city,  in  order  to 
celebrate  that  great  festival ;  in  honour  of  which  he  designed 
to  wear  his  crown.  The  summons  was  everywhere  obeyed, 
and  there  was  a  great  concourse  from  all  cities  to  celebrate 
the  day.  So  the  king  observed  the  festival  with  great 
solemnity,  as  he  had  designed,  and  very  joyfully  entertained 
his  nobility,  of  whom  there  was  a  very  great  muster,  with 
their  wives  and  daughters,  suitably  to  the  magnificence  of 
the  banquet  prepared  for  them.  And  having  been  received 
with  joy  by  the  king,  they  also  expressed  the  same  in 
their  deportment  before  him.  Among  the  rest  was  pre- 
sent Grorlois,  duke  of  Cornwall,  with  his  wife  Igema,  the 
greatest  beauty  in  all  Britain.  No  sooner  had  the  king  cast  j 
his  eyes  upon  her  among  the  rest  of  the  ladies,  than  he  fell  T 
ly  in  love  with  her,  and  little  regarding  the  rest^ 
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Amade  her  the  subject  of  all  his  thoughts.  She  was  the  only 
f  lady  that  he  continuallj  served  wiUi  fresh  dbhes,  and  to 
whom  he  sent  golden  cups  bj  his  confidants  ;  on  her  he 
bestowed  all  his  smiles,  and  to  her  addressed  all  his  dis- 
course. The  husband,  dbcovering  this,  fell  into  a  groat 
~N  rage,  and  retired  from  the  court  without  taking  leave  :  nor 
was  there  anj  bodj  that  could  stop  him,  while  he  was  under 
fear  of  losing  the  chief  object  of  his  delight.  Uther,  there- 
fore, in  great  wrath  commanded  him  to  return  back  to  court, 
to  make  him  satisfaction  for  this  affront  But  Grorlois 
refused  to  obey ;  upon  which  the  king  was  highly  incensed, 
and  swore  he  would  destroy  his  country,  if  he  did  not 
speedily  compound  for  his  offence.  Accordingly,  without 
delay,  while  their  anger  was  hot  against  each  other,  the  king 
got  together  a  great  army,  and  marched  into  Cornwall,  the 
cities  and  towns  whereof  he  set  on  fire.  But  Grorlob  durst 
not  engage  with  him,  on  account  of  the  inferiority  of  his 
numbers  ;  and  thought  it  a  wiser  course  to  fortify  hb  towns, 
till  he  could  get  succour  from  Ireland.  And  as  he  was  under 
more  concern  for  his  wife  than  himself,  he  put  her  into  the 
town  of  Tintagel,*  upon  the  sea-shore,  which  he  looked 
upon  as  a  place  of  great  safety.  But  he  himself  entered  the 
castle  of  Dimilioc,  to  prevent  their  being  both  at  once  in- 
volved in  the  same  danger,  if  any  should  happen.  The  king, 
informed  of  this,  went  to  the  town  where  Gforlois  was,  which 
he  besieged,  and  shut  up  all  the  avenues  to  it.  A  whole 
week  was  now  past,  when,  retaining  in  mind  his  love  to 
Ip^ema,  he  said  to  one  of  his  confidants,  named  Ulfin  de 
\  Ricaradoch :  ''  My  passion  for  Igerna  is  such,  that  I  can 
I  neither  have  ease  of  mind,  nor  health  of  body,  till  I  obtain 
her  :  and  if  you  cannot  assist  me  with  your  advice  how  to 
accomplish  my  desire,  the  inward  torments  I  endure  will  kill 
me.''— ''Who  can  advise  you  in  this  matter,"  said  Ulfin, 
<<  when  no  force  will  enable  us  to  have  access  to  her  in  the 
town  of  Tintagel  ?  For  it  is  situated  upon  the  sea,  and  on 
every  side  surrounded  by  it ;  and  there  b  but  one  entrance 
into  it,  and  that  through  a  straight  rock,  which  three  met 
shall  be  able  to  defend  against  the  whole  power  of  the  king  • 
dom.     Notwithstanding,  if   the  prophet  Merlin  would  in 

*  The  Riiiit  of  thii  cMtle  denote  that  it  maft  hare  been  a  plaee  of  great 
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earnest  aet  about  this  attempt^  I  am  of  opinion,  jou  might 
with  his  adrice  obtain  jonr  wishes.*  The  long  readil j  be- 
HeTed  what  he  was  so  well  inclined  to^  and  ordered  Merlin, 
who  was  also  come  to  the  si^;e^  to  be  called.  Merlin,  there* 
fore,  being  introduced  into  the  Idng^s  presence,  was  com- 
manded to  give  his  advice^  how  the  king  might  accomplish 
his  desire  with  respect  to  Igema.  And  he^  finding  the  great  |^ 
anguish  of  the  king,  was  moved  by  such  excessive  love^  and 
said,  ''  To  accomplish  jour  desire,  joa  must  make  use  of 
such  arts  as  have  not  been  heard  of  in  jour  time.  I  know 
how,  bj  the  force  of  mj  medicines,  to  give  jou  the  exact  I 
likeness  of  Grorlds,  so  that  in  all  respects  jou  shall  seem  to  ' 
be  no  other  than  himself.  If  jou  will  therefore  obej  mj 
prescriptions,  I  will  metamorphose  jou  into  the  true  sem- 
blance of  Gorlois,  and  Ulfin  into  Jordan  of  Tintagel,  his 
familiar  friend ;  and  I  m jself,  being  transformed  into  another 
shape,  will  m^e  the  third  in  the  adventure ;  and  in  this 
disguise  jou  maj  go  safelj  to  the  town  where  Igema  is,  and 
have  admittance  to  her.**  The  king  complied  with  the  pro- 
posal, and  acted  with  great  caution  in  this  affair ;  and  when 
he  had  committed  the  care  of  the  siege  to  his  intimate 
friends,  underwent  the  medical  applications  of  Merlin,  bj 
whom  he  was  transformed  into  the  likeness  of  Grorlois ;  as 
was  Ulfin  also  into  Jordan,  and  Merlin  himself  into  Bricel ; 
so  that  nobodj  could  see  an j  remains  now  of  their  former 
likeness.  Thej  then  set  forward  on  their  waj  to  Tintagel, 
at  which  thej  arrived  in  the  evening  twilight,  and  forthwith 
signified  to  the  porter,  that  the  cons^  was  come ;  upon  which 
the  gates  were  opened,  and  the  men  let  in.  For  what  room 
could  there  be  for  suspicion,  when  Grorlob  himself  seemed  to 
be  there  present  ?  The  king  therefore  stajed  that  night  with 
Igema,  and  had  the  full  enjojment  of  her,  for  she  was  de-  I 
ceived  with  the  false  disguise  which  he  had  put  on,  and  the 
artful  and  amorous  discourses  wherewith  he  entertained  her. 
He  told  her  he  had  left  his  own  place  besieged,  purelj  to 
provide  for  the  safet  j  of  her  dear  sdf,  and  the  town  she  was 
m ;  so  that  believing  all  that  he  said,  she  refused  him  nothing  . 
wldch  he  desired.  The  same  night  therefore  she  conceived  ) 
of  the  most  renowned  Arthur,  whose  heroic  and  wondsffU  ' 
actions  have  jostlj  rendered  his  name  famous  to  poilgity, 
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Cbap.  XX,-^Gorloit  being  kUUd,  Ifiher  marries  Igema. 

In  the  meantime,  as  soon  as  the  king's  absence  was  discovered 
at  the  si^e,  his  army  unadvisedly  made  an  assault  upon  the 
walls,  and  provoked  the  besieged  count  to  a  battle;  who 
himself  also,  acting  as  inconsiderately  as  they,  sallied  forth 
with  his  men,  thinking  with  such  a  small  handful  to  oppose 
a  powerful  army ;  but  happened  to  be  killed  in  the  very  first 
brunt  of  the  fight,  and  lubd  all  his  men  routed.     The  town 
also  was  taken ;  but  all  the  riches  of  it  were  not  shared 
equally  among  the  besiegers,  but  every  one  greedily  took 
what  he  could  get,  according  as  fortune  or  his  own  strength 
favoured  him.     After  this  bold  attempt,  came  messengers  to 
Igema,  with  the  news  both  of  the  duke's  death,  and  of  the 
event  of  the  siege.     But  when  they  saw  the  king  in  the 
likeness  of  the  consul,  sitting  close  by  her,  they  were  struck 
with  shame  and  astonishment  at  his  safe  arrival  there,  whom 
they  had  left  dead  at  the  siege ;  for  they  were  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  miracles  which  Merlin  had  wrought  with  his 
medicines.     The  king  therefore  smiled  at  the  news,  and  em- 
bracing the  countess,  said  to  her :  **  Your  own  eyes  may 
tonvince  you  that  I  am  not  dead,  but  alive.     But  notwith- 
standing, the  destruction  of  the  town,  and  the  slaughter  of 
THj  men,  is  what  very  much  grieves  me ;  so  that  there  is 
reason  to  fear  the  king's  coming  upon  us,  and  taking  us  in 
this  place.     To  prevent  which,  I  will  go  out  to  meet  him, 
and  make  my  peace  with  him,  for  fear  of  a  worse  disaster.** 
Accordingly,  as  soon  as  he  was  out  of  the  town,  he  went  to 
his  army,  and  having  put  off  the  disguise  of  Grorlois,  was 
now  Uther  Pendragon  again.     When  he  had  a  full  relatioQ 
made  to  him  how  matters  had  succeeded,  he  was  sorry  for 
the  death  of  Grorlois,  but  rejoiced  that  Igema  was  now  at 
liberty  to  marry  again.     Then  he  returned  to  the  town  of 
l^tagel,  which  he  took,  and  in  it,  what  he  impatiently 
wished  for,  Igema  herscdf.     After  this  they  continued  to 
I  Uve  together  with  much  affection  for  each  other,  and  had  a 
Km  and  daughter,  whose  names  were  Arthur  and  Anne. 

Chap.  XXI. — Oeia  and  Eosa  renew  the  war.   Lot^  a  consul^  marriee  the 

king's  daughter, 

Ik  panoeeas  ot  time  the  king  was  taken  ill  of  a  lingering 
difteoyeri   and   meanwhile  the  keepers   of  the   prieoOy 
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wherein  Octa  and  Eosa  (as  we  related  before)  led  a  wearj 
life,  had  fled  over  with  them  into  Grermanj,  and  occasioned 
great  fear  oyer  the  kingdom.  For  there  was  a  report  of  their 
great  levies  in  Grermanj,  and  the  vast  fleet  which  thej  had  j 
prepared  for  their  return  to  destroy  the  island :  which  the/ 
eyent  yerifled.  For  thej  returned  in  a  great  fleet,  and  with 
a  prodigious  number  of  men,  and  invaded  the  parts  of 
Albania,  where  thej  destroyed  both  cities  and  inhabitants 
with  fire  and  swoi^  Wherefore,  in  order  to  repulse  the 
enemies,  the  command  of  the  British  armj  was  committed  to 
Lot  of  Londonesia,  who  was  a  consul,  and  a  most  valiant 
knight,  and  grown  up  to  maturity  both  of  years  and  wisdom. 
Out  of  respect  to  his  eminent  merits,  the  king  had  given  him 
his  daughter  Anne,  and  entrusted  him  with  the  care  of  the 
kingdom,  during  lids  illness.  In  his  expedition  against  the 
enemies  he  had  various  success,  being  often  repulsed  by 
them,  and  forced  to  retreat  to  the  cities ;  but  he  oftener 
routed  and  dispersed  them,  and  compelled  them  to  flee 
sometimes  into  the  woods,  sometimes  to  their  ships.  So 
that  in  a  war  attended  with  so  many  turns  of  fortune,  it 
was  hard  to  know  which  side  had  the  better.  The  greatest 
injury  to  the  Britons  was  their  own  pride,  in  disdaining 
to  obey  the  consul's  commands;  for  which  reason  aU 
their  efibrts  against  the  enemy  were  less  vigorous  and 
successfuL 


Chap.  XXU.^Ulher,  being  «//,  i$  carried  In  a  hone4Uter  against  the 

enem^m 

The  island  beinff  by  this  conduct  now  almost  laid  waste,  the  \ 
king,  having  information  of  the  matter,  fell  into  a  greater  I 
rage  than  his  weakness  could  bear,  and  commanded  all  his 
nobility  to  come  before  him,  that  he  might  reprove  them 
severely  for  their  pride  and  cowardice.  And  as  soon  as  they 
were  aU  entered  into  his  presence,  he  sharply  rebuked  them 
in  menacing  language,  and  swore  he  himself  would  lead  them 
against  the  enemy.  For  this  purpose  he  ordered  a  horse« 
litter  to  be  made,  in  which  he  designed  to  be  carried,  for  his 
infirmity  would  not  suffer  him  to  use  any  other  sort  of 
vehicle;  and  he  charged  them  to  be  all  ready  to  march 
igainst  the  enemy  on  the  first  opportunity.     So,  without 
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dalajy  the  horse-litter  and  all  his  attendants  were  <;ot  ready, 
and  the  day  arrived  which  had  been  appointed  for  their 
march. 

Chap.  XXIII.—Octo  and  Eota,  %»Uh  a  gre^i  number  uf  their  men,  ar§ 

killed. 

The  king,  therefore,  being  put  into  his  vehicle,  they  marched 
directly  to  Yemlam,  where  the  Saxons  were  grievously 
oppressing  the  people.  When  Octa  and  Eosa  had  intelligence 
that  the  Britons  were  come,  and  that  the  king  was  brought 
in  a  horse-litter,  they  disdained  to  fight  with  him,  saying,  it 
would  be  a  shame  for  such  brave  men  to  fight  with  one  that 
was  half  dead.  For  which  reason  they  retired  into  the  city, 
and,  as  it  were  in  contempt  of  any  dfmger  from  the  enemy, 
left  their  gates  wide  open.  But  Uther,  upon  information 
of  this,  instantly  commanded  his  men  to  lay  siege  to  the  city, 
and  assault  the  walls  on  all  sides  ;  which  orders  they  strictly 
executed ;  and  were  just  entering  the  breaches  which  they 
had  made  in  the  walls,  and  ready  to  begin  a  general  assault, 
when  the  Saxons,  seeing  the  advantages  which  the  Britons 
had  gained,  and  being  forced  to  abate  somewhat  of  their 
Iwughty  pride,  condescended  so  far  as  to  put  themselves  into 
a  posture  of  defence.  They  therefore  mounted  the  walls, 
from  whence  they  poured  down  showers  of  arrows,  and 
repulsed  the  Britons.  On  both  sides  the  contest  continued 
till  night  released  them  from  the  fatigue  of  their  arms,  which 
was  what  numy  of  the  Britons  desired,  though  the  greater 
part  of  them  were  for  having  the  matter  quickly  decided 
with  the  enemy.  The  Saxons,  on  the  other  hand,  finding 
how  prejudicial  their  own  pride  had  been  to  them,  and  that 
the  advantage  was  on  the  side  of  the  Britons,  resolved  to 
make  a  sally  at  break  of  day,  and  try  their  fortune  with  the 
enemy  in  the  open  field ;  which  accordingly  was  done.  For 
no  sooner  was  it  daylight,  than  they  marched  out  with  this 
design,  all  in  their  proper  ranks.  The  Britons,  seeing  them, 
divided  their  men  into  several  bodies,  and  advancing  towards 
them,  began  the  Attack  first,  their  part  being  to  assault,  while 
the  others  were  only  upon  the  defensive.  However,  much 
Uood  was  shed  on  both  sides^  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
day  apeot  in  the  fight,  what  at  last,  Odta  and  Eosa  being 
UUed,  the  Sazona  tamed  their  backs,  and  left  the  Britona  a 


G-^.'.'- 


« ,• 


4.0.494.]  UTHBB  TREAOHSBOUSLT  POISONED,  229 

complete  yictoty*  The  king  at  this  was  in  such  an  ecstasy 
of  joj,  that  whereas  before  he  could  hardlj  raise  up  himseu 
without  the  help  of  others,  he  now  without  any  difficulty  sat 
upright  in  his  horse-litter  of  himself  as  if  he  was  on  a  sudden 
restored  to  health;  and  said  with  a  laughing  and  merry 
"^untenance,  **  These  Ambrons  called  me  the  half-dead  king, 
because  my  sickness  obliged  me  to  lie  on  a  horse-litter ;  and 
indeed  so  I  was.  Yet  victory  to  me  half  dead,  is  better  than  -^ 
to  be  safe  and  sound  and  vanquished.  For  to  die  witff)  j 
honour,  is  preferable  to  living  with  disgrace."  •  / 

Chap.  XXIV. — Uther,  upon  drinking  spring  water  that  was  treaeheroutlg 

poisoned  by  the  Saxons,  dies, 

Thb  Saxons,  notwithstanding  this  defeat,  persisted  still  in 
their  malice,  and  entering^  the  northern  provinces,  without 
respite  infested  the  people  there.  Uthers  purpose  was  to 
have,  pursued  them ;  but  his  princes  dissuaded  him  from  it 
because  his  illness  had  increased  since  the  victory.  This' 
gave  new  courage  to  the  enemy,  who  left  nothing  unattempted 
to  make  conquest  of  the  kui^dom.  And  now  they  have 
recourse  to  their  former  treacherous  practices,  and  contrive 
how  to  compass  the  king's  death  by  secret  villainy.  And 
because  they  could  have  no  access  to  him  otherwise,  they 
resolved  to  take  him  off  by  poison ;  in  which  they  succeeded. 
For  while  he  was  lying  ill  at  Yerulam,  they  sent  away  some 
spies  in  a  poor  habit,  to  learn  the  state  of  the  court ;  and 
when  they  had  thoroughly  informed  themselves  of  the 
posture  of  affairs,  they  found  out  an  expedient  by  which 
they  might  best  accomplish  their  villainy.  For  there  was 
near  the  court  a  spring  of  very  dear  water,  which  the  king  \/ 
used  to  drink  of,  when  his  distemper  had  made  all  other 
liquors  nauseous  to  him.  This  the  detestable  conspirators 
made  use  of  to  destroy  him,  by  so  poisoning  the  whole  mass 
of  water  which  sprang  up,  that  the  next  time  the  king  drank 
of  it,  he  was  siezed  with  sudden  death,  as  were  also  a  hundred 
other  persons  after  him,  till  the  villainy  was  discovered,  and  a 
heap  of  earth  thrown  over  the  welL  As  soon  as  the  king's 
death  was  divulged,  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  kingdom 
asseoiUed,  and  carried  his  body  to  the  convent  ot  Ambrins^ 
where  thqr  buried  it  with  ree^  solenmity,  close  by  Anrelios 
AwibmbaB,  within  the  Qimrs  Dimoe. 
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BOOK  IX- 

Cbap^  l^—Arthur  tuoceeds  Uther  Jiis  father  im  the  kingt^f^^^Britmim^ 

Utheb  Pendragon  being  dead,  the  nobilitj  from  sevei*nl 
provinces  assembled  together  at  Silchester,  and  proposed  to 
Dubricios,  archbishop  of  Legions,  that  he  should  consecrate 
Arthur,  Uther^s  son,  to  be  their  king.     For  they  were  now 
in  great  straits,  because,  upon  hearing  of  the  kin^s  death, 
the  Saxons  had  invited  over  their  countrymen  from  Germany, 
I  and,  under  the  command  of  Colgrin,  were  attempting  to  ex- 
\  terminate  the  whole  British  race.     They  had  fdso  entirely 
subdued  all  that  part  of  the  island  which  extends  from  the 
Humber  to  the   sea  of   Caithness.     Dubricius,  therefore, 
\  grieving  for  the  calamities  of  his  country,  in  conjunction 

with  the  other  bishops,  set  the  crown  upon  Arthur^s  head. 
I  Arthur  was  then  fifteen  years  old,  but  a  youth  of  such 
'  imparalleled  courage  and  generosity,  joined  with  that  sweet- 
ness of  temper  and  innate  goodness,  as  gained  him  universal 
love.     When  his  coronation  was  over,  he,  according  to  usual 
custom,  showed  his  bounty  and  munificence  to  the  people. 
And  such  a  number  of  soldiers  flocked  to  him  upon  it,  that 
his  treasury  was  not  able  to  answer  that  vast  expense.     But 
^such  a  spirit  of  generosity,  joined  with  valour,  can  never  long 
\  want  means  to  support  itself.     Arthur,  therefore,  the  better 
to  keep  up  his  munificence,  resolved  to  make  use  of  his 
!  courage,  and  to  fall  upon  the  Saxons,  that  he  might  enrich 
I  his  followers  with  their  wealth.     To  thb  he  was  idso  moved 
by  the  justice  of  the  cause,  since  the  entire  monarchy  of 
Britain  belonged  to  him  by  hereditary  right  JBereupoc 
assembling  the  youth  under  his  command,  he  marched  tc 
York,  of  which,  when  Colgrin  had  intelligence^  he  met  him 
with  a  very  great  army,  composed  of  S&xons,  Scots,  and 
FScts,  by  tiie  river  Duglas ;  wliere  a  battle  happened,  with 
the  loss  of  the  greater  part  of  both  armies.  Notwithstanding, 
the  victory  fell  to  Arthur^  who  pursued  Colgrin  to  York,  and 
there  besieged  liim.  Baldolph,  upon  the  news  of  his  brother's 
flighty  went  towards  the  si^e  with  a  body  of  six  thousand 
rneoy  to  liis  relief;  for  at  the  time  of  the  Imttle  he  was  upon 
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the  sea-coast,  waiting  the  arriyal  of  duke  Cheldric  with 
succours  from  Germanj.     And  being  now  no  more  than  ten^^ 
miles  distant  from  the  city,  his  purpose  was  to  make  a  speedy 
march  in  the  night-time,  and  fall  upon  the  enemy  by  way  of-^ 
surprise.    But  Arthur,  having  intelligence  of  his  design,  sent 
a  detachment  of  six  hundred  horse,  and  three  thousand  foot,^ 
under  the  command  of  Cador,  duke  of  ComwaU,  to  meet  him 
the  same  night.    Cador,  therefore,  falling  into  the  same  road- 
along  which  the  enemy  was  passing,  made  a  sudden  assault 
upon  them,  and  entirely  defeated  the  Saxons/  nnd  put  them- 
to  flight.     Baldulph  was  excessively  grieved  at  tlus  disap<- 
pointment  in ,  the  relief  which  he  intended  for  his  brother, 
and  began  to  think  of  some  o^her  stratagem  to  gain  access  to 
him ;  in  which  if  he  could  but  succeed,  he  thought  they 
might  concert  measures  together  for  their  safety.    And  since 
he  had  no  other  way  for  it,  he  shaved  his  head  and  beard, 
and  put  on  the  habit  of  a  jester  with  a  harp,  and  in  this 
.jisguise  walked  up  and  down  in  the  camp,  playing  upon  his 
instrument  as  if  he  had  been  a  harper.     He  thu^passed- 
unsuspected,  and  by  a  little  and  little  went  up  to  tne  walls 
of  the  city,  where  he  was  at  last  discovered  by  the  besieged^ 
who  thereupon  drew  him  up  with  cords,  and  conducted  him 
to  his  brother.     At  this  unexpected,  though  much  desired 
meeting,  they  spent  some  time  in  joyfully  embracing  each 
other,  and  then  began  to  (consider  various  stratagems  for. 
their  delivery.     At  last,  just  as  they  were  considering  their 
case  desperate,  the  ambassadors  returned  from  Germany,  and-- 
brought  with  them  to  Albania  a  fleet  of  six  hundred  sail, 
laden  with  brave  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  CheldriCj/. 
Upon  this  news,  Arthur  was  dissuaded  by  his  council  from  | 
continuing  the  siege  any  longer,  for  fear  of  hazarding  a  battle  / 
with  so  powerful  and  numerous  an  army.  ' 

Cnxr.llj^^'ffoel sends fifteenJlifiMHiiifiTmen  to  Arthut^s^ssktimee, 

/Arthur  complied  with  their  advice,  and  made  his  retreat  to 
Tiondon,  wherej  4e  called  an  assembly  of  all  the  clergy  and 
nobility  of  tfa6  kingdom,  to  ask  their  advice,  what  course  to 
take  against  the  formidable  power  of  the  pagans.  Ai^er 
some  deliberation,  it  was  agree^that  ambassadors  should  be 
aespatched  into  Armorica,  to  king  Hoel,  to  represent  to  him 
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the  calamitous  state  of  Britain.  Hod  was  the  son  of  Arihtu^a 
aster  by  Dubridus,  king  of  the  Armorican  Britons ;  so  that^ 
upon  advice  of  the  disturbances  his  unde  was  threatened 
with,  he  ordered  his  fleet  to  be  got  ready,  and,  having 
assembled  fifteen  thousand  men,  he  arrived  with  the  first 
fair  wind  at  Hamo's  Fort,*  and  was  received  with  all  suit- 
able honour  bj  Arthur,  and  most  afiectionatelj  embraced 
bj  him. 

Afteb  a  few  days  they  went  to  relieve  the  city  Kaerliudooil^ 
that  was  besieged  by  the  pagans ;  which  being  situated  upon 
a  mountain,  between  two  rivers  in  the  ppovince  of  Lindisia, 
is  called  by  another  name  lindocolinum.f  As  soon  as  they 
arrived  there  with  all  their  forces,  they  fought  with  the 
Saxons,  and  made  a  grievous  slaughter  of  them,  to  the  num- 
ber of  six  thousand;  part  of  whom  were  drowned  in  the 
rivers,  part  fell  by  the  hands  of  the  Britons.  The  rest  in  a 
great  consternation  quitted  the  siege  and  fled,  but  were 
dosely  pursued  by  Arthur,  till  they  came  to  the  wood  of 
Gelidon,  where  they  endeavoured  to  form  themselves  into  a 
body  again,  and  mAe  a  stand.  And  here  they  again  joined 
batde  with  the  Britons,  and  made  a  brave  defence,  wlulst 
the  trees  that  were  in  the  place  secured  them  against  the 
enemies'  arrows.  Arthur,  seeing  this,  commanded  the  trees 
that  were  in  that  part  of  the  wood  to  be  cut  down,  and  the 
trunks  to  be  placed  quite  round  them,  so  as  to  hinder  their 
getting  out;  resolving  to  keep  them  pent  up  here  till  he 
could  reduce  them  by  famine.  He  then  commanded  his 
troops  to  besiege  the  wood,  and  continued  three  days  in  that 
place.  The  Saxons,  having  now  no  provisions  to  sustain 
them,  and  being  just  ready  to  starve  with  hunger,  begged 
for  leave  to  go  out ;  in  consideration  whereof  they  oflered  to 
leave  aU  their  gold  and  silver  behind  them,  and  return  back 
to  Germany  with  nothing  but  their  empty  ships.  They  pro- 
mised also  that  they  woidd  pay  him  tribute  from  Gremany, 
and  leave  hostages  with  him.  Arthur,  after  consultation, 
about  it^  granted  their  petition ;  allowing  them  only  leave  to 
depart^  and  retaining  all  their  treasures,  as  also  hostages  for 
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psyment  of  the  tribute.  But  as  they  were  onder  sail  on  ^ 
their  lelum  home^  thej  repented  of  their  bargain,  and 
tacked  about  again  towards  Britain,  and  went  on  shore  at 
Totness.  No  sooner  were  thej  landed,  than  thej  made  an  . 
utter  devastation  of  the  country  as  far  as  the  Severn  sea,  "^ 
and  put  all  the  peasants  to  the  sword.  From  thence  thej 
pursued  their  furious  march  to  the  town  of  Bath,  and  laid 
siege  to  it  When  the  king  had  intelligence  of  it,  he  was 
beyond  measure  surprised  at  their  proceedings,  and  immedi- 
ately gave  orders  for  the  execution  of  the  hostages.  And 
desisting  from  an  attempt  which  he  had  entered  upon  to  re- 
duce the  Scots  and  Picts,  he  marched  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition to  raise  the  siege ;  but  laboured  under  very  great 
difficulties,  because  he  had  left  his  nephew  Hod  sick  at 
Alclud.  At  length,  having  entered  the  province  of  Somerset, 
and  beheld  how  the  siege  was  carried  on,  he  addressed  him- 
self to  his  followers  in  these  words  :  "  Since  these  impious 
and  detestable  Saxons  have  disdained  to  keep  faith  with  me, 
I,  to  keep  faith  with  Grod,  will  endeavour  to  revenge  the 
blood  of  my  countrymen  this  day  upon  them.  To  arms, 
soldiers,  to  arms,  and  courageously  faU  upon  the  perfidious 
wretches,  over  whom  we  shall,  with  Christ  assisting  us,  un- 
doubtedly obtain  the  victory." 


Chap.  ry^^^fJuirtctia**  speech  agmj^tt-'fKe  ireaeherous  Sajtin^^^irihitt 
^^jpittThis  own  hand  kills  fourji^ifiared  and  seventy  Sa^nmeXn  one  battle, 
Colgrin  and  DatdulplkjaffKilled  in  the  same*     ^ 

When  he  had  done  speaking,  St  Dubricius,  archbishop  of  I 
Legions,  going  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  cried  out  with  a  loud  I 
voice,  "  You  that  have  the  honour  to  profess  the  Christian 
faith,  keep  fixed  in  your  minds  the  love  which  you  owe  to 
your  country  and  fellow  subjects,  whose  sufierings  by  the 
treachery  of  the  pagans  will  be  an  everlasting  reproach  to 
you,  if  you  do  not  courageously  defend  them.     It  is  your 
country  which  you  fight  for,  and  for  which  you  should,  when 
required,  voluntarily  sufier  death ;  for  that  itself  is  victory 
and  the  cure  of  the  soul.     For  he  that  shall  die  for  his  bre-    / 
thren,  offers  himself  a  living  sacrifice  to  God,  and  has  Christ 
for  his  example,  who  condescended  to  lay  down  his  life  for 
his  brethren.    K  therefore  any  of  you  shall  be  killed  in 
this  war,  that  death  itself,  which  is  suffered  in  so  glorioqs  a 
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cause,  shall  be  to  him  for  penance  anxl  absolition  of  all  his 
sins."    At  these  words,  aU  of  them,  encouraged  with  the 
benediction  of  the  holy  prelate,  instantly  armed  themselves, 
and  prepared  to  obey  his  orders.     Also  Arthur  himself,  hav- 
ing put  on  a  coat  of  mail  suitable  to  the  grandeur  of  so 
powerful  a  king,  placed  a  golden  helmet  upon  his  head,  on 
which  was  engraven  the  figure  of  a  dragon;  and  on  his 
shoulders  his  shield  called  Priwen  ;  upon  which  the  picture 
of  the  blessed  Marj,  mother  of  God,  was  painted,  in  order 
to  put  him  frequently  in  mind  of  her.     Then  girding  on  his 
Caliburn,  which  was  an  excellent  sword  made  in  the  isle  of 
Avallon,  he  graced  his  right  hand  with  his  lance,  named 
Ron^  which  was  hard,  broad,  and  fit  for  slaughter.    After 
this,  having  placed  his  men  in  order,  he  boldly  attacked  the 
Saxons,  who  were  drawn  out  in  the  shape  of  a  wedge,  as 
their  manner  was.     And  they,   notwithstanding  that  the 
Britons  fought  with  great  eagerness,  made  a  noble  defence 
all  that  day ;  but  at  length,  towards  sunsetting,  climbed  up 
the  next  mountain,  which  served  them  for  a  camp  :  for  they 
desired  no  larger  extent  of  ground,  since  they  confided  very 
much  in  their  numbers.     The  next  morning  Arthur,  with 
his  army,  went  up  the  mountain,  but  lost  many  of  his  men 
in  the  ascent,  by  the  advantage  which  the  Saxons  had  in 
their  station  on  the  top,  from  whence  they  could  pour  down 
upon  him  with  much  greater  speed,  than  he  was  able  to  ad- 
vance against  them.     Notwithstanding,  after  a  very  hard 
struggle,  the  Britons  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and 
quickly  came  to  a  close  engagement  with  the  enemy,  who 
again  gave  them  a  warm  reception,  and  made  a  vigorous  de- 
fence.    In  this  manner  was  a  great  part  of  that  day  also 
spent;  whereupon  Arthur,  provoked  to  see  the  little  advan- 
tage he  had  yet  gained,  and  that  victory  still  continued  in 
suspense,  drew  out  his  Caliburn,  and,  calling  upon  thtf  name 
of  the  blessed  Virgin,  rushed  forward  with  great  fury  into 
the  IhickeSToT  the  enemy's  ranks ;  of  whom  (such  was  the 
merit  of  his  prayers)  not  one  escaped  alive  that  felt  the  fury 
of  his  sword;  neither  did  he  give  over  the  fury  of  his 
assault  until  he  had,  with  his  Caliburn  alone,  killed  four 
hundred  and  seventy  men.     The  Britons,  seeing  this,  fol- 
lowed their  leader  in  great  multitudes,  and  made  slaughter 
on  all  sides;  so  that  Colgriii,  and  Baldulph  hb  brother,  and 
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many  thousands  more,  fell  before  thenu    But  Cheldric,  in 
this  imminent  danger  of  his  men,  betook  hinisetf  to  flight 


Chap.  Yf^^flSi  Saxnm^  t^fUr  JM^  Uader  Cheldrifi,^ffas  kUiedymffaii 

Thk  victorj  being  thus  gained,  the  king  commanded  Cador,  / ' 
duke  of  Cornwall  to  pursue  them,  while  he  himsalf  should '' 
hasten  his  march  into  Albania:  from  whence  he  had  advice 
that  the  Scots  and  Picts  were  besieging  Alclu^  in  which,  as 
we  said  before,  Hoel  lay  sick.     Therefore  he  hastened  to  his 
assistance,  for  fear  he  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  bar- 
barians.   In  the  meantime  the  duke  of  ComwaU,  who  had 
the  command  of  ten  thousand  men,  would  not  as  jet  pursue 
the  Saxons  in  their  flight,  but  speedily  made  himself  master 
of  their  ships,  to  hinder  their  getting  on  board,  and  manned 
them  with  his  best  soldiers,  who  were  to  beat  back  the  y 
pagans  in  case  they  should  flee  thither :  af^er  this  he  hastily 
pursued  the  enemy,  according  to  Arthur's  command,  and 
allowed  no  quarter  to  those  he  could  overtake.     So  that  they 
whose  behaviour  before  was  so  cruel  and  insolent,  now  with      / 
timorous  hearts  fled  for  shelter,  sometimes  to  the  coverts  of  \' 
the  woods,  sometimes  to  mountains  and  caves,  to  prolong  a 
wretched  life.    At  last,  when  none  of  these  places  could 
afford  them  a  safe  retreat^  they  entered  the  Isle  of  Thanet  with 
their  broken  forces  ;  but  neither  did  they  there  get  free  from 
the  duke  of  Cornwall's  pursuit,  for  he  still  continued  slaugh- 
tering them,  and  gave  them  no  respite  till  he  had  killed 
Cbeldric,  and  taken   hostages   for  the  surrender  of  the 
zest 

Chap.  YI«— JWAtir  ffrmtt  a  jMrdtm^othe  ScoU  and^,M6iiy  heneged  at 

Haying 'therefore  settled  peace  here,  he  directed  his  isarch 
to  Alclud,  which  Arthur  hieid  relieved  from  the  oppression  of 
barbarians,  and  from  thence  conducted  his  army  to  Mureif, 
where  the  Scots  and  Ficts  were  besieged ;  tfter  three  several 
batUes  with  the  king  and  his  nephew,  they  had  fled  as  far  as 
this  province,  and  entering  ^pon  the  lake  Lumond,  sought^ 
for  refuge  in  the  islands  >tfaat  ace  upon  it  This  lake  con-^ 
tains  sixty  isknds^  an4  reoeiTee  sixty  riven  into  it,  whict 
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, empty  themselveB  into  the  sea  by  no  more  than  ono^moirth* 
There  is  also  an  equal  number  of  rocks  in  these  ia&uids,  as 
also  of  eagles'  nests  in  those  rocks,  which  flockeg  together 
there  every  year,  and,  by  the  loud  and  general  n^se  which 
they  now  made,  foreboded  some  remarkable  event  ,ihat  should 
happen  to  the  kingdom.  To  these  islands,  tl^refore,  had 
the  enemy  fled,  thinking  the  lake  would  serve  them  instead 
of  a  fortification  ;  but  it  proved  of  little  advantage  to  them. 
For  Arthur,  having  got  together  a  fleet,  si^fled  round  the 
rivers,  and  besieged  the  enemy  fifteen  days  toother,  by  which 
they  were  so  straitened  with  hunger,  that  t)My  died  by  thou- 
sands. While  he  was  harassing  them  in  tlhis  manner  6uil- 
lamurius,  king  of  Ireland,  came  up  in  $L  fleet  with  a  very 
great  army  of  barbarians,  in  order  to  relieve  the  besieged, 
^is  obliged  Arthur  to  raise  the  siege,  and  turn  his  arms 
/against  the  Irish,  whom  he  slew  without  mercy,  and  com- 
\pelled  the  rest  to  return  back  to  th^ir  country.  After  this 
victory,  he  proceeded  in  his  first  attempt,  which  was  to 
extirpate  the  whole  race  of  the  Scots  and  Ficts,  and  treated 
them  with  an  unparalleled  severity.  And  as  he  allowed 
quarter  to  none,  the  bishops  of  that  miserable  country,  with 
fdl  the  inferior  clergy,  met  together,  and  bearing  the  n^ques 
of  the  saints  and  other  consecrated  things  of  the  church 
before  them,  barefooted,  came  to  implore  the  king's  mercy 
for  their  people.  As  soon  as  they  were  admitted  into  his 
presence,  they  fell  down  upon  their  knees,  and  humbly  be- 
sought him  to  have  pity  on  their  distressed  country,  since 
the  sufferings  which  he  had  already  made  it  undergo,  were 
sufficient ;  nor  was  there  any  necessity  to  cut  off  the  small 
remainder  to  a  man ;  and  that  he  would  allow  them  the 
enjoyment  of  a  small  part  of  the  country,  since  they  were 
willing  to  bear  the  yoke  which  he  should  impose  upon  them. 
The  king  was  moved  at  the  maimer  of  their  delivering  this 
petition,  and  could  not  forbear  expressing  his  clemency  to 
them  with  tears ;  and  at  the  truest  of  those  holy  men, 
granted  them  pardon. 


Chap.  YJl^^^rthw  reUtet  the  womdB^ul  mahur§  qfmmg  pondi. 

Tms  affair  being  ccmduded,  HoqI  had  the  curiosity  to  view 
the  ritoalioii  of  the  lake^  ^^wcmdered  to  find  the  number 
of  the  rivers,  islands.  j:oeu,  and  eagW  pests,  so  exactly 


A.fiwMi0  WoltofiltS  Of  SOMft  Folded.  in 
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correspond :  and  while  he  was  reflecting  upon  it  as  8ome-\ 
thing  that  appeared  miraculous,  Arthur  came  Uf  him,  and\ 
told  him  of  another  pond  in  the  same  proyincc^  which  was 
vet  more  wonderful.    For  not  far  from  ^enoe  was  one  whose 
length  and  breadth  were  each  twenty  fe^  and  depth  five 
feet    But  whether  its  square  figure  'iiras  natural  or  arti- 
ficial, the  wonder  of  it  was,  there  wer^  four  different  sorts  of 
fishes  in  the  four  several  comers  0(  it,  none  of  which  were 
ever  found  in  any  other  part  of  ihe  pond  but  their  own.   He    / 
told  him  likewise  of  another  pond  in  Wales,  near  the  Severn,*^ 
called  by  the  country  people  Linligwan,  into  which  when  the 
sea  flows,  it  receives  it  in  the  manner  of  a  gulf,  but  so  as  to 
swallow  up  the  tide,  and  never  be  filled,  or  have  its  banks 
covered  by  it.     But  at  the  ebbing  of  the  sea,  it  throws  out 
the  waters  which  it  had  swallowed,  as  high  as  a  mountain, 
and  at  last  dashes  and  covers  the  banks  with  them.     In  the 
meantime,  if  all  the  people  of  that  country  should  stand  near] 
with  their  faces  towards  it,  and  happened  to  have  their  clothes/ 
sprinkl^  with  the  dashing  of  the  waves,  they  would  hardlyJ 
if  at  ^  escape  being  swaUowed  up  by  the  pond.    But  witlL 
theit  backs  towards  it,  they  need  not  fear  being  dashed/ 
though  they  stood  upon  the  very  banks.  f 

CuAP.  YllL^ffdrihur  rettoret  York  to  itsjMnini  b^auiy,  espeeialif^iif  ^ 
^^0'^'^^  its  i^mffCe*.' 

The  king,  after  his  general  pardon  granted  to  the  Scots,  went 
to  York  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  Christ's  nativity,  which  was 
now  at  hand.  On  enteriug  the  city,  he  beheld  with  grief 
the  desolation  of  the  churches  i  for  upon  the  expulsion  of 
the  holy  Archbishop  Sanxo,  and  of  all  the  clergy  there, 
the  temples  which  were  half  burned  down,  had  no  longer 
divine  service  performed  in  them  :  so  much  had  the  impious] 
rage  of  the  pagans  prevailed.  After  tliis,  in  an  assembly  of 
the  clergy  and  people,  he  appointed  Pyramus  his  chaplain 
metropolitan  of  that  see.  The  churches  that  lay  level  with 
the  ground,  he  rebuilt,  and  (which  was  their  chicdT  ornament) 
saw  them  filled  with  assemblies  of  devout  persons  of  both 
sexee.  Also  the  nobility  that  were  driven  out  by  the  dis* 
turbAooes  of  the  Saxons^  he  restored  to  their  country. 
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Chap.  IX.--.ir<^fir1Sonotir«  ^ti^tuv/ tmi&Jftri^^ 

,  with  ihaf^/ffMur^ ;  and  Lot  wi^^^Kecaruuithipjifiibndonetia. 

Timbre  were  there  three  brothers  of  rojal  blood,  viz.  Lot, 
Uriaiiy  and  Augusel,  who,  before  the  Saxons  had  prevailed. 
Held  the  government  of  those  parts.  Being  willing  therefore 
to  bestow  on  these,  as  he  did  on  others,  the  rights  of  their 
ancestors,  he  restored  to  Augusel  the  sovereignty  over  the 
Scots  {  his  brother  Urian  he  honoured  with  the  sceptre  of 
Mureif ;  and  Lot,  who  in  time  of  Aurelius  Ambrosias  had 
married  his  sister,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Walgan  and 
Modred,  he  re-estabUshed  in  the  consulship  of  Londonesia, 
and  the  other  provinces  belonging  to  him.  At  length,  when 
the  whole  country  was  reduced  by  him  to  its  ancient  state, 
he  took  to  wife  Guanhumara,  descended  from  a  noble  family 
of  Bomans,  who  was  educated  under  duke  Cador,  and  in 
beauty  surpassed  all  the  women  of  the  island. 

Chap.  X« — ArthwydSd$  to  hit  govemmept^eiandf  loeland^fisHiland, 
^^  and  th^^pfkiiyt,  '""^ 

Thb  next  summer  he  fitted  out  a  fleet,  and  made  an  expedi- 
tion into  Ireland,  which  he  was  desirous  to  reduce.  Upon 
landing  there,  he  was  met  by  king  Guillamurius  before  men* 
tioned,  with  a  vast  number  of  men,  who  came  with  a  design 
to  fight  him ;  but  at  the  very  b^inning  of  the  battle,  those 
nak^  and  unarmed  people  were  miserably  routed,  and  fled 
to  such  places  as  lay  open  to  them  for  shelter.  Guillamurius 
also  in  a  short  time  was  taken  prisoner,  and  forced  to  submit ; 
as  were  also  all  the  other  princes  of  the  country  after  the 
king's  example,  being  under  great  consternation  at  what  had 
happened.  AA;er  an  entire  conquest  of  Ireland,  he  made  a 
voyage  with  his  fleet  to  Iceland,  which  he  also  subdued. 
And  now  a  rumour  spreading  over  the  rest  of  the  islands, 
that  no  country  was  able  to  withstand  him,  Doldavius,  king 
of  Gothland,  and  Gunfasius,  king  of  the  Orkneys,  came 
Toluntarily,  and  made  their  submission,  on  a  promise  of  pay- 
ing tribute.  Then,  as  soon  as  winter  was  over,  he  returned 
bi^  to  Britaiu,  where  having  established  the  kiiigdonii  h« 
reridedin  jl  for  twelve  years  together  in  peace. 


Chap.  "XU-^Arthur  subdues  Nortoay^  Dttcut,  Aquiiain£^  and  GanL 

After  this,  having  invited  over  to  him  all  jvei-sons  whatso-  ) 
ever  that  were  famous  for  valour  in  foreign  nations,  he  began  / 
to  augment  the  number  of  his  domestics,  and  introduced  such  ^ 
politeness  into  his  court,  as  people  of  the  remotest  countries ' 
thought  worthy  of  their  imitation.     So  that  there  was  not  a 
nobleman  who  thought  himself  of  any  consideration,  unless 
his  clothes  and  arms  were  made  in  the  same  fashion  as  those  l^ 
of  Arthur's  knights.    At  length  the  fame  of  his  munificence 
and  valour  spreading  over  the  whole  world,  he  became  a  ter* 
ror  to  the  kings  of  other  countries,  who  grievously  feared  l/^ 
the  loss  of  their  dominions,  if  be  should  make  any  attempt 
upon  them.     Being  much  perplexed  with  these  anxious  cares, 
they  repaired  their  cities  and  towers,  and  built  towns  in  con- 
venient places,  the  better  to  fortify  themselves  against  any      / 
enterprise  of  Arthur,  when  occasion  should  require.    Arthur,     \ 
being  informed  of  what  they  were  doing,  was  delighted  to 
find  how  much  they  stood  in  awe  of  him,  and  formed  a 
design  for  the  conquest  of  all  Europe.     Then  having  pre- 
pare his  fleet,  he  first  attempted  Norway,  that  he  might 
procure  the  crown  of  it  for  Lot,  his  sister's  husband.     This 
Ix>t  was  the  nephew  of  Sichelin,  king  of  the  Norwegians, 
who  being  then  dead,  had  appointed  him  his  successor  in  the 
kingdom.    But  the  Norwegians,  disdaining  to  receive  him, 
had  advanced  ono  Riculf  to  the  sovereignty,  and  having  for* 
tified  their  citie^  thought  they  were  able  to  oppose  Arthur. 
Walgan,  the  son  of  Lot,  was  then  a  youth  twelve  years  old, 
and  was  recommended  by  his  uncle  to  the  service  of  pope 
Supplicius,  from  whom  he  received  arms.    But  to  return  to 
the  history :  as  soon  as  Arthur  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way, king  Riculf,  attended  with  the  whole  power  of  that 
kii^om,  met  him,  and  gave  him  battle,  in  which,  after  a  t/^ 
great  loss  of  blood  on  both  sides,  the  Britons  at  length  had 
the  advantage,  and  making  a  vigorous  charge,  killed  RicuK 
and  many  others  with  him.     Having  thus  defeated  them,    ^ 
they  set  the  cities  on  fire,  dispersed  the  country  people,  and  l/ 
panmed  the  victory  tiH  they  had  reduced  all  Norway,  as  also 
l)ad%  under  the  dominion,  ef  Arthur.    After  the  conquest 
of  these  countries,  and  establishment  of  Lot  upon  the  throne 
of  Norway,  Arthur  made  a  voyage  to  Graul,  and  dividing  Ids 
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army  iuto  several  bodies,  began  to  laj  waste  that  coontiy  cm 
all  sides.     The  province  of  Gftol  was  then  committed  to 
Flollo,  a  Roman  tribune,  who  held  the  government  of  it  un- 
der the  emperor  Leo.   Upon  intelligence  of  Arthur's  comings 
he  rabed  all  the  forces  that  were  under  his  command,  and 
made  war  against  him,  but  without  success.    For.^^hurwas 
s^  attended  with  the  youth  of  all  the  islandsthat  he  ha^jubr 
/du^3T^fiwf'--Whicl^lreason  he  was  reported  to  have  su^  an 
/army  as  was  thought  invincible.    And  even  the  greater  part 
I  of  the  Grallic  army,  encouraged  by  his  bounty,  came  over  to 
'  his  service.  Therefore  FloUo^  seeing  the  disadvantages  he  lay 
under,  left  his  camp,  and  fled  with  a  small  number  to  Paris. 
There  having  recruited  his  army,  he  fortified  the  city,  and 
resolved  to  stand  another  engagement  with  Arthur.    But 
while  he  was  thinking  of  strengthening  himself  with  auxiliary 
forces  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  Arthur  came  upon 
him  unawares,  and  besieged  him  in  the  city.     When  a  month 

(had  passed,  FloUo,  with  grief  observing  his  people  perish 
with  hunger,  sent  a  message  to  Arthur,  that  they  two  alone 
should  dedde  the  conquest  for  the  kingdom  in  a  duel :  for 
being  a  person  of  great  stature,  boldness  and  courage,  he 
gave  this  challenge  in  confidence  of  success.  Arthur  was 
extremely  pleased  at  Flollo's  proposal,  and  sent  him  word 
back  again,  that  he  would  give  him  the  meeting  which  he 
^  desired.  A  treaty,  therefore,  being  on  both  sides  agreed  to^ 
they  met  together  in  the  island  without  the  city,  where  the 
people  waited  to  see  the  event  They  were  both  gracefully 
.armed,  and  mounted  on  adndrably  swift  horses ;  and  it  was 
~^hard  to  tell  which  gave  greater  hopes  of  victory.  When  they 
had  presented  thexnselves  against  each  other  with  their  lances 
aloAi,  they  put  spurs  to  their  horses,  and  b^an  a  fierce  en- 
counter. But  Arthur,  who  handled  his  lance  more  warily, 
struck  it  into  the  upper  part  of  Flollo's  breast,  and  avoiding 
his  enemy's  weapon,  laid  him  prostrate  upon  the  ground,  and 
was  just  going  ta  despatch  him  with  his  drawn  sword,  when 
Flollo^  starting  up  on  a  sudden,  met  him  with  his  lance 
couched,  wherewith  he  mortally  stabbed  the  breast  of  Arthur's 
horse,  and  csused  both  him  and  his  rider  to  falL  The 
Britons,  when  they  saw  their  king  lying  on  the  ground, 
fearing  he  was  killed,  could  hardly  be  restrained  from  breach 
of  oovenauCy  and  ialUng  with  one  consent  upon  the  GauU. 
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But  just  as  thej  were  upon  roshing  into  tlie  UMs,  Artbnr 
hastilj  got  npy  and  goarding  himself  with  his  shi^d,  adranc 
with  sj^ed  against  FIollo.     And  now  they/renewed  the 
assault  with  great  rage,  eagerly  bent  iipoi/ one  another's 
destruction.    At  length  FloUo,  watching  hi^  advantage,  gave 
Arthur  a  blow  upon  the  forehead,  which  might  have  proved    y 
mortal,  had  he  not  blunted  the  edge  of  ^ms  weapon  against 
the  helmet    When  Arthur  saw  his  coat  of  mail  and  shield 
red  with  blood,  he  was  inflamed  with  ^ill  greater  rage,  and    y 
lifting  up  his  Calibum  with  his  utmost  strength  struck  it  ^ 
through  the  helmet  into  FloUo's  heiid,  and  made  a  terrible 
gash.     With  this  wound  FloUo  fell  down,  tearing  the  ground 
with  his  spurs,  and  expired.    As  soon  as  this  news  was 

spread  through  the  army,  the  citizens  ran  together,  and  open- 

ing  the  gates,  surrendered  the  city  to  Arthur.  After  the 
victory,  he  divided  his  army  into  two  parts  ;  one  of  which  he 
committed  to  the  conduct  of  Hoel,  whom  he  ordered  to  march 
against  Guitard,  commander  of  the  Pictavians ;  while  he 
with  the  other  part  should  endeavour  to  reduce  the  other 
provinces.  Hod  upon  this  entered  Aquitaine,  possessed  \/ 
himself  of  the  cities  of  that  country,  and  after  distressing 
Guitard  in  several  battles,  forced  him  to  surrender.  He 
also  destroyed  Gascony  with  fire  and  sword,  and  subdued 
the  princes  of  it.  At  the  end  of  nine  years,  in  which  time 
all  the  parts  of  G«ul  were  entirely  reduced,  Arthur  returned^ 
back  to  Paris,  where  he  kept  his  court,  and  calling  an  assembly  If 
of  the  clergy  and  -  people,  established  peace  and  the  just 
administration  of  the  laws  in  that  kingdom,  llien  he  be- 
stowed Neustria,  now  called  Normandy,  npon  Bedver,  his 
butler ;  the  province  of  Andegavia  upon  Gains,  his  sewer ; 
and  several  other  provinces  upon  his  great  men  that  attended 
him.  Thus  having  settled  the  peace  of  the  cities  and 
countries  there,  he  returned  back  in  the  beginmng  of  spring 
to  Britain.* 

*  It  is  wdnderfiil  that  the  contents  of  this  book  should  erer  have  passed  > . 
for  authentic  history ;  our  anceators  of  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenUi    i 
centurieaonust  have  been  singularly  jgnorant  of  every  thing  concerning  the 
latter  mA  of  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  fonnation  of  the  modem  King- 
doms of  France  and  Germany,  &Cn  if  they  could  believe  that  king  AiUna 
ever  Meld  his  court  in  Paris.  ^^ 
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CkAF.  XLL-^AHhuT  ttmmoiu  a  grem»  mamif  kingg,  prmost,  wehbiihops, 
4*0.  to  a  solemn  OMsmMy  at  the  OUp  qfLeyiont, 

Upon  the  approach  of  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  Arthur,  the 
better  to  demonstrate  his  joy  after  such  triumphant  success, 
and  for  the  more  solemn  observation  of  that  iestiyal,  and 
reconciling  the  minds  of  the  princes  that  were  now  subject 
to  him,  resolved,  during  that  season,  to  hol4  a  magnificent 
court,  to  place  the  crown  upon  his  head,  and  to  invite  all  the 
^N^ngs  and  dukes  under  his  subjection,  to  th^  solemnity.  And 
when  he  had  communicated  his  design  to  hu  familiar  friends, 
he  pitched  upon  the  City  of  L^ons  as  a  proper  place  for  his 
purpose.  For  besides  its  great  wealth  above  the  other  cities, 
its  situation,  which  was  in  Glamorganshire  upon  the  river 
Uske,  near  the  Severn  sea,  was  most  pleasant,  and  fit  for  so 
great  a  solemnity.  For  on  one  side  it  was  washed  by  that 
noble  river,  so  that  the  kings  and  princes  from  the  countries 
beyond  the  seas  might  have  the  convenience  of  sailing  up  to 
it.  On  the  other  side,  the  beauty  of  the  meadows  and  groves, 
and  magnificence  of  the  royal  palaces  with  lofty  gilded  roofs 
that  adorned  it,  made  it  even  rival  the  grandeur  of  Rome. 
It  was  abo  famous  for  two  churches  ;  whereof  one  was  built 
in  honour  of  the  martyr  Julitts^  and  adorned  with  a  choir 
of  viigiiis,  who  had  devoted  themselves  wholly  to  the  service 
of  Grod ;  but  the  other,  which  was  founded  in  memory  of  St. 
,  Aaron,  his  companion,  and  maintained  a  convent  of  canons, 
was  the  third  metropolitan  church  of  Britain.  Besides,' there 
/was  a  college  of  two  hundred  philosophers,  who,  being 
lleamed  in  astronomy  and  the  other  arts,  were  diligent  in 
pbserving  the  courses  of  the  stars,  and  gave  Arthur  true 
predictions  of  the  events  that  woidd  happen  at  that  time. 
In  this  place,  t];ierefore,  which  afforded  such  delights,  were 
preparations  made  for  the  ensuing  festivaL  Ambassadors 
were  then  sent  into  several  kingdoms,  to  invite  to  court  the 
princes  both  of  Gaul  and  all  the  adjacent  islands.  Ac* 
cordingly  there  came  Augusel,  king  of  Albania,  now 
Scotland;  TJrian,  king  of  Mureif ;  Gadwallo  Lewirh,  king 
of  the  Yenedotians,  now  called  the  North  Wales  men ; 
Sater,  king  of  the  Demetians,  or  South  Wales  men ;  Cador, 
king  of  Cornwall ;  also  the  archbishops  of  the  three  metro* 
politan  sees.  London,  York,  and  Dubridua  of  th«  Cilj  of 
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Legions.  Hiis  prelate,  who  was  primate  o^  Britain,  and 
legato  of  the  iqposlolical  see,  was  so  eminent  for  his  pietji^ 
tluit  he  could  core  any  sick  person  by  his  prayers.  There^ 
came  also  tiie  consols  of  the  principal  cities^  viz.  Morvid, 
consul  of  Gloucester ;  Mauron,  of  Wovi^ester ;  Anaraut,  of 
Salisbury;  Arthgal,  of  Gargueit  q(  Warguit;  Jugein, 
of  Legecester;  Gursalen,  of  Kai^i^ter;  Kmmare,  duke 
of  Dorobemia ;  Galluc,  of  Salisbury ;  TJrgennius,  of  Bath  ; 
Jonathal,  of  Dorchester ;  Boso,  Of  Ridoc,  that  is,  Oxford. 
Besides  the  consuls,  came  the  ibllowing  worthies  of  no  less 
dignity :  Danaut,  1^  papo ;  Cheneus,  Map  coil ;  Feredur, 
Mab  eridur ;  Guifu^  Map  Nogoit ;  Re^n,  Map  claut ; 
Eddelein,  Map  dedano ;  KIncar,  Mab  bagan ;  Kimmare ; 
Gbrboroniam,  Map  goit ;  Clo&u^  Rupmaneton  ;  Kimbelim, 
Map  trunat ;  Gatldeus,  Map  catel ;  KinUch,  Map  netcm ;  and 
nuiny  others  too  tedious  to  emmierate.  Frmn  the  adjacent 
islands  came  GuiUamuxius,  king  of  Ireland ;  Malvasius,  king , 
of  Iceland ;  Doldavius,  king  of  Gothland ;  GrunfSisius,  king  ^ 
of  the  Orlmeys ;  Lot,  king  of  Norway  ;  Aschillius,  king  <^ 
the  Dacians.  From  the  parts  beyond  the  seas,  came  Holdin, 
king  of  Ruteni;  liCodegarius,  consul  of  Bolonia ;  Bedver, 
the  butler,  duko  of  Normandy ;  Borellus,  of  Ccoiomania ; 
Cains,  the  sewe^,  duke  of  And^avia ;  Guitard,  of  Fictavia ; 
also  the  twel^  peers  of  Ghiul,  whom  Guerinus  Camotensis 
brought  along  with  him:  Hoel,  duke  of  the  Armorican 
Britons,  and  his  nobility,  who  came  with  such  a  train  of 
mules,  horsibs,  and  rich  f^niture,  as  it  is  difficult  to  describe. 
Besides  these,  there  remained  no  prince  of  any  consideration 
on  this  aide  of  Spain,  who  came  not  upon  this  invitation. 
And  no  wonder,  when  Arthur's  munificence,  which  was 
oelela4ted  oyer  the  whole  world,  made  him  beloved  by  all 
peom. 

Cbaf.  XllL^Ad0t^pihn  nf  lA#  r^i/at'  pomp  ai  the  ptftfSiaHon  t^ 
"""^"^  Arthur.  *^     <  --   j 


togethf 


'i^^' 


WHEN  ail  were  assemoiea  logeuier  m  ine  diy.upon  ine  oay 
of  the  solemnity,  the  arehlnshops  were  conclucted  to  tlw  i 
palace,  in  order  to  place  the  crown  upon  the  king's  head. 
Therefore  Dubridus,  inasmuch  as  the  court  was  kept  in  his 
dioewei  nade  himself  ready  to  cdebrate  the  offie^  wmii 

b2 


244    '  OBOFFBBT^S  BRITISH  HUTOBT.         [mob  b.  cr.  UL 

undertook  the  ordering  of  whatever  related  to  it    As  i>oon 

as  the  kii^  was  invested  with  his  royal  habiliments^  he  was 

conducted  in  great  pomp  to  the  metropolitan  church,  sup* 

ported  on  each  side  bj  two  archbbhops,  and  having  four 

kings,  viz.  of  Albania,  Ck>mwal],  Demetia,   ^d  Yencdotia, 

whose  right  it  was,  bearing  four  golden  swords  before  hinu 

He  was  also  attended  with  a  concert  of  all  sorts  of  music, 

.which  made  most  excellent  harmony.     On  another  part  was 

(the  queen,  dressed  out  in  her  richest  ornaments,  conducted 

jby  the  archbishops  and  bishops  to  the  Temple  of  Virgins  ; 

/the  four  queens  also  of  the  kings  last  mentioned,  bearing 

/  before  her  four  white  doves  according  to  ancient  custom ; 

'  and  after  her  there  followed  a  retinue  of  women,  making  all 
imigjnable  demonstrations  of  joy.  When  the  whole  procession 
wasBDdSd,'  so  transporting  was  the  harmony  of  the  musical 
instruments  and  voices,  whereof  there  was  a  vast  variety  in 
both  churches,  that  the  knights  who  attended  were  in  doubt 
which  to  prefer,  and  therefore  crowded  from  the  one  to  the 
other  by  turns,  and  were  far  from  being  tired  with  the 
solemnity,  though  the  whole  day  had  been  spent  in  it.  At 
last,  when  divine  service  was  over  at  both  churches,  the  king 
and  queen  put  off  their  crowns,  and  putting  on  their  Ughter 
ornaments,  went  to  the  banquet ;  he  to  one  palace  with  the 

r/men,  and  she  to  another  witJi  the  women.  For  the  Britons 
^^^  observed  the  ancient  custom  of  Troy,  by  which  the  men 
and  women  used  to  celebrate  their  festivals  apart  When 
they  had  all  taken  their  seats  according  to  precedence,  Gains 
the  sewer,  in  rich  robes  of  ermine,  with  a  thousand  young 
noblemen,  all  in  like  manner  clothed  with  ermine,  served  up 
the  dishes.  From  another  part,  Bedver  the  butler  was 
followed  with  the  same  number  of  attendants,  in  various 
habits,  who  waited  with  all  kinds  of  cups  and  drinking 
vessels.    In  the  queen*s  palace  were  innumerable  waiters, 

^dressed  with  variety  of  ornaments,  all  performing  their 
respective  offices ;  which  if  I  should  describe  particularly, 
I  should  draw  out  the  history  to  a  tedious  length.  For  at 
that  time  Britain  had  arrived  at  such  a  pitch  of  grandeur, 
that  in  abundance  of  riches,  luxury  of  omamenli^  and  polite- 
ness  of  inhabitants,  it  far  surpassed  all  other  kingdoms.  The 
knipfats  in  it  that  were  fiunous  for  feats  of  <£ivaliy,  wore 
ihear  oIoUms  and  arms  all  of  the  same  ookmr  and  fiishion  : 
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cudd  the  women  nlso  no  less  celebrated  for  their  wit^  wore  all  V 
the  same  kind  of  apparel ;  and  esteemed  none  worthy  of  their  |  > 
love,  but  such  as  had  given  a  proof  of  their  valour  in  three  V 
several  battles.  Thus  was  the  valour  of  tiie  men  an  ^ 
encouragement  for  the  women's  chastity,  and  the  love  of  the  ^ 
women  a  spur  to  the  soldier's  bravery. 

As  soon  as  the  banquets  were  over,  they  went  into  the  fields 
without  the  city,  to  divert  themselves  with  various  sports* 
The  military  men  composed  a  kind  of  diversion  in  imitation 
of  a  fight  on  horseback ;  and  the  ladies,  placed  on  the  top 
of  the  waUs  as  spectators,  in  a  sportive  manner  darted  their 
amorous  glances  at  the  courtiers,  the  more  to  encourage 
them.  Others  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  other 
diversions,  such  as  shooting  with  bows  and  arrows,  tossing  ,  • 
the  pike,  casting  of  heavy  stones  and  rocks,  playing  at  dice 
and  the  like,  and  all  these  inofiensively  and  without  quarrel- 
ling. Whoever  gained  the  victory  in  any  of  these  sports, 
was  rewarded  with  a  rich  prize  by  Arthur.  In  this  manner 
were  the  first  three  days  spent ;  and  on  the  fourth,  all  who^ 
upon  account  of  their  titles,  bore  any  kind  of  office  at  this 
solemnity,  were  called  together  to  receive  honours  and 
preferments  in  reward  of  their  services,  and  to  fill  up 
the  vacancies  in  the  governments  of  cities  and  castles, 
archbbhoprics,  bishoprics,  abbeys^  and  other  posts  of 
honour. 


Chap.  XY^ — AhU^^fpum  Lu^jf^^'f^SituUf  gff^^jput'qf  the  /Komantf,  to 
Artpn^oeing  read;  tkifconmU  abauhtn  answer  to  it. 

But  St  Dubridns,  from  a  pious  desire  of  leading  a  hennif  s 
life,  made  a  vdluntary  designation  of  his  arehiepiscopal 
dignity ;  and  in  his  rociin  was  consecrated  David,  the  king's 
uncle,  whose  life  was  a  perfect  example  of  that  goodness 
which  by  his  doctline  he  taught  In  place  of  St  Samson, 
archbishop  of  Dole,  was  appointed,  with  the  consent  of  Hoel, 
king  of  the  Annorican  Britons,  CheUanus,  [EHian]  a  priest 
of  LlandaH  a  person  highly  recommended  for  bis  good  life 
and  character.    The  Ushoprie  of  Silcheitsr  wis  confiBRed 
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upon  Mailgania%^^^t  of  Wlnpk^ster  upon  Dpirtojus,  and 
that  of  Al^hm  upon  filed^phis.  'VYhile  ho'^as  disposing 
of  theM^^mferments  upen  them^  it  happened  that  twelve 
men  ofan  adyanced  age»  and  yenerable  aspect,  and  beanng 
oliye  branches  in  their  nght  hands,  for  a  token  that  they 
were  come  upon  an  embassy,  appeared  before  the  king, 
moving  towards  him  with  a  slow  pace,  and  speaking  with 
a  soft  voice ;  and  after  their  compliments  paid,  presented 
him  with  a  letter  from  Lucius  Tiberius,  in  these  words  : — 

'' Lucius,  procurator  of  the  commonwealth,  to  Arthur 
king  of  Britain,  according  to  his  desert.  The  insolence 
^^of  your  Qrranny  is  what  fills  me  with  the  highest  admiration* 
and  the  injuries  you  have  done  to  Rome  stiU  increase  my 
wonder.  But  it  is  provoking  to  reflect,  that  you  are  grown 
JBO  much  aix)ve  yourself  as  wilfully  to  avoid  seeing  this :  nor 
Jdo  you  consider  what  it  is  to  have  offended  by  unjust  deeds 
'a  senate,  to  whom  you  cannot  be  ignorant  the  whole  world 
owes  vassalage.  For  the  tribute  of  Britain,  which  the  senate 
had  enjoined  you  to  pay,  and  which  used  to  be  paid  to  the 
Boman  emperors  successively  from  the  time  of  Julius  Ciesar, 
you  have  had  the  presumption  to  withhold,  in  contempt  of 
iheir  imperial  authority.  You  have  seized  upon  the  province 
of  the  Allobroges,  and  all  the  islands  of  the  ocean,  whose 
kingfl^  while  the  Roman  power  prevailed  in  those  parts,  paid 
tribute  to  our  ancestors.  And  because  the  senate  have 
decreed  to  demand  justice  of  you  for  such  repeated  ii^uries, 
I  coounand  yon  to  appear  at  Rome  before  the  middle  of 
Angost  the  next  year,  there  to  make  satisfaction  to  your 
masters^  and  undergo  such  sentence  as  they  shall  in  justice 
pass  upon  you.  Which  if  you  refuse  to  do,  I  shall  come  to 
701I9  and  endeavour  to  recover  with  my  sword,  what  you  in 
yonr  madness  have  robbed  us  of." 

As  soon  as  the  letter  was  read  in  the  presence  of  the  kings 
and  consols,  Arthur  withdrew  with  them  into  the  GianPs 
Tower,  which  was  at  the  entrance  of  the  palace,  to  think 
what  answer  was  fit  to  be  returned  to  such  an  insolent  mes- 
aage.  As  they  were  going  up  the  stairs,  Cador,  duke  of 
Oomwally  who  was  a  man  of  a  merry  disposition,  said  to  the 
king  in  a  jocose  manner:  ''I  have  been  till  now  under  fear, 
kit  the  easy  life  which  the  Britons  lead,  by  enjoying  a  long 
peaoe^  might  make  them  cowards,  and  oxtinguish  the  fame  of 
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thdr  gallantrj,  hj  which  they  hare  raised  thdr  name  abora, 
all  other  nationa.  For  where  the  exercise  of  arms  is  want- 
ingy  and  the  pleasures  of  vomai^  dice,  and  other  diyersions 
take  plaoe^  no  doubt^  what  remains  of  virtae,  honour,  courage^ 
and  thirst  of  praise,  will  be  tainted  with  the  rust  of  idleness. 
For  now  almost  fire  years  haye  passed,  since  we  haye  been 
abandoned  to  these  dc^hts,  and  hare  had  no  exercise  of  war. 
Therefore,  to  deliver  us  from  sloth,  God  has  stirred  up  this 
spirit  of  ^e  Romans,  to  restore  our  military  virtues  to  their 
ancient  state/V,*.^  this  manner  djd^he  entertau^^hem  with 
discours^^^Si  they  were  cwjic^^  their  aeirt^  on  which 
wh^iH£^  were  all  plac^dj^^rthur  spoka^^  them  after  this 
jdwner. 


1.^' 
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Chap.  XVl^sa^MTStir,  holding  a  council  mth'4ftti'Jnnffi,  detiret  €^fry  one 
^^"""^  tjf  them  to  deRvcT  4Hetr  opinions, 

**  Mt  companions  both  in  good  and  bad  fortune^  Vhose  abili* 
ties  both  in  counsel  and  war  I  have  hithertd  experienced ; 
the  present  exigence  of  affairs,  after  the  message  which  we 
have  received,  requires  your  careful  delib^tion  and  prudent 
resolutions ;  for  whatever  is  wisely  concerted,  is  easily  exe- 
cuted.    Therefore  we  shall  be  the yt$etter  able  to  b^  the 
annoyance  which  Lucius  threatens/u>  give  us,  if  we  unani- 
mou^y  apply  ourselves  to  consid^  how  to  overcome  it.    In 
my  opinion  we  have  no  great  season  to  fear  him,  when  we/ 
reflect  upon  the  unjust  prince  on  which  he  demand^r 
tribute  of  us.    He  says  hynas  a  right  to  it,  because  it  was 
paid  to  Julius  Ctesar,  /aid  his  successors,  who  invade^ 
Britain  with  an  army  at^he  invitation  of  the  ancient  Britonsj 
when  they  were  quars^lling  among  themselves,  and  by  force 
reduced  the  C/OuntrVunder  their  power,  when  weakened  by 
civil  dissension.    iLnd  because  they  gained  it  in  this  manner, . 
they  had  the  inuutice  to  take  tribute  of  it.    For  that  cani 
never  be  posMssed  justly,  which  is  gained  by  force  and' 
violence.     Sc/that  he  has  no  reasonable  grounds  to  pretend 
we  are  of  right  his  tributaries.    But  since  he  has  the  pre- 
sumption lo  make  an  m^ust  demand  of  ns,  we  have  certainly  / 
as  good/reason  to  demand  of  him  tribute  from  Rome ;  let  i 
the  longer  sword  therefore  determine  the  right  between  us.  / 
For  if  Borne  has  decreed  that  tribute  ought  to  be  naid  to  it 
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from  Britain,  on  account  of  its  haying  been  formerlj  under 
the  yoke  of  Julius  Cassary  and  other  Roman  emperors ;  I  for 
the  same  reason  now  decree^  that  Rome  ought  to  paj  tribute 
to  me,  because  my  predecessors  formerly  held  the  govern- 
ment of  it.  For  Belinus,  that  glorious  i^ng  of  the  Britons, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  brother  Brennus,  duke  of  the 
Allobroges,  after  they  had  hanged  up  twenty  noble  Rconans 
in  the  middle  of  the  market-place,  took  their  city,  and  kept 
possession  of  it  a  long  time,  Likewise  Constantme,  the  son 
of  Helena,  and  Maximian  [Maximus],  who  were  both  my 
kinsmen,  and  both  wore  the  crown  of  Britain,  gained  the  im- 
perial throne  of  Rome.  Do  not  you,  therefore,  think  that  we 
ought  to  demand  tribute  of  the  Romans  ?  As  for  Graul  and 
the  adjacent  islands  of  the  ocean,  we  have  no  occasion  to 
return  them  any  answer,  since  they  did  not  defend  them, 
when  we  attempted  to  free  them  from  their  power."  As 
soon  as  he  had  done  speaking  to  this  effect,  Hoel,  king  of 
the  Armorican  Britons,  who  had  the  precedence  of  the  rest, 
made  answer  in  these  words. 

Chap.  XVII. — The  opinion  of  Hoelt  king  qf  Armorica,  eonceming  a 

war  with  the  Romans, 

**  Afteb  the  most  profound  deliberation  that  any  of  us  shall 
be  able  to  make,  I  think  better  advice  cannot  be  given,  than 
what  your  majesty  in  your  great  wisdom  and  policy  now  offers. 
Your  speech,  which  is  no  less  wise  than  eloquent,  has  super- 
seded all  consultation  on  our  part ;  and  nothing  remains  for  us 
to  do^  but  to  admire  and  gratmiUy  acknowledge  your  majesty's 
firmness  of  mind,  and  depth  of  policy,  to  w^ch  we  owe  such 
excellent  advice.  For  if  upon  this  motive  you  are  pleased  to 
make  an  expedition  to  Rome,  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  crowned 
with  glorious  success ;  since  it  will  be  undertaken  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  liberties,  and  to  demand  justly  of  our  enemies, 
what  they  have  unjustly  demanded  of  us.  For  that  person  who 
would  rob  another,  deserves  to  lose  his  own  by  him  against 
whom  the  attempt  is  made.  And,  therefore,  since  the  Romans 
threatened  us  with  this  injury,  it  will  undoubtedly  turn  to 
their  own  loss,  if  we  can  have  but  an  opportunity  of  engag- 
ing with  them.  This  is  what  the  Britons  universally  desire; 
this  is  whnt  we  have  promised  us  in  the  Sibylline  propheciesi 
which  expressly  declare,  that  the  Roman  empire  shtll  be 
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obtained  by  three  persons,  natives  of  Britain.  The  oracle 
18  folfilled  in  two  of  them,  since  it  is  manifest  (as  vour 
nuyesty  observed)  that  those  two  celebrated  princes,  Beunus 
and  Constantine,  governed  the  Roman  empire :  and  now  jou 
are  the  third  to  whom  this  supreme  dignity  is  promised. 
Make  huste,  therefore,  to  receive  what  God  makes  no  delay 
to  give  you ;  to  subdue  those  who  are  ready  to  receive  your 
yoke ;  and  to  advance  us  all,  who  for  your  advancement  will 
spare  neither  limbs  nor  life.  And  that  you  may  accomplish  this^ 
I  myself  will  attend  you  in  person  with  ten  thousand  men." 

Chap.  XVIII. — The  opimon  nf  Attgu§eL 

When  Hoel  concluded  his  speech,  Augusel,  king  of  Albania,  |j 
declared  his  good  affection  to  the  cause  after  this  manner.r 
*'  I  am  not  able  to  express  the  joy  that  has  transported  me^ 
since  my  lord  has  declared  to  us  his  designs.     For  we  seem 
to  have  done  nothing  by  all  our  past  wars  with  so  many  and . 
potent  princes,  if  the  Romans  and  Grermans  be  suffered  to  i 
enjoy  peace,  and  we  do  not  severely  revenge  on  them  the  / 
grievous  oppressions  which  they  formerly  brought  upon  this 
country.     But  now,  since  we  are  at  liberty  to  encounter 
them,  I  am  overwhelmed  with  joy  and  eagerness  of  desire, 
to  see  a  battle  with  them,  when  the  blood  of  those  cruel 
oppressors  will  be  no  less  acceptable  to  me  than  a  spring  of 
water  is  to  one  who  is  parched  with  thirst    K  I  shall  but 
live  to  see  that  day,  how  sweet  will  be  the  wounds  which 
I  shall  then  either  receive  or  give?    Nay,  how  sweet  will 
be  even  death  itself  when  suffered  in  revenging  the  injuries 
done  to  our  ancestors,  in  defending  our  liberties,  and  in  pro- 
moting the  glory  of  our  king!     Let  us  then  b^in  with 
these  poltroons,  and  spoil  them  of  all  their  trophies,  by 
making  an  entire  conquest  of  them.     And  I  for  my  share 
w^  add  to  the  army  two  thousand  horse,  besides  foot" 

f     — 

Chap.  XIX. — They  unanimoutly  ag/fee  upen  m  war  with  the  Bomane, 

to  the  same  effect  spoke  all  the  rest^  and  promised  each  of 
hem  their  full  quota  of.forces ;  so  that  besides  those  pro- 
nised  by  the  duke  of  Armorica,  the  number  of  men  from 
he  island  of  Brit^  alone  was  sixty  thousand,  all  com- 
pletely armed.    But  the  kings  of  the  other  islands^  as  they 
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had  not  been  aocostomed  to/imy  cavalrj,  piomised  thdr 
quota  of  infantij ;  and,  {roa^he  six  provincial  islands,  t2£. 
Ireland,  Iceland,  GrotUimd,  the  Qrlcneys,  Norway,  and 
Dacia,  were  reckoned  aimndred  and  twenty  thousand.  From 
the  duchies  of  GkuL^at  is,  of  the  Ruteni,  the  Portunians, 
the  Estnisians,  tWCenomanni,  the  Andegavians,  and  Picta- 
▼ians,  were  ei|^;^  thousand.  From  the  twelve  consulships 
of  those  who^rane  along  with  Guerinus  Camotensis,  twelve 
hundred.  Jui  together  made  up  a  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousan^r^o  hundred,  besides  foot  which  did  not  easily  fall 
undec/munber. 


f  lo  fmffnbuU  id 


^NJ       C^HAP.  XX. — Ar^^tr^nfoirm  for  a  voar^f^M  r^fiuei 

'Kmot  Arthur,  seeing  all  unanimously  ready  for  his  service, 
ordered  them  to  return  back  to  their  countries  with  speed, 
land  get  ready  the  forces  which  they  had  promised,  and  to 
/hasten  to  the  general  rendezvous  upon  the  kalends  of 
August,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Barba,  that  from  thence 
they  might  advance  with  them  to  the  borders  of  the  Alio* 
broges,  to  meet  the  Romans.  Then  he  sent  word  to  the 
emperors  by  their  ambassadors;  that  as  to  pajdng  them 
tribute,  he  would  in  no  wise  obey  their  commands ;  and  that 
the  journey  he  was  about  to  make  to  Rome,  was  not  to  stand 
the  award  of  their  sentence,  but  to  demand  of  them  what 
they  had  judicially  decreed  to  demand  of  him.  With  this 
answer  the  ambassadors  departed ;  and  at  the  same  time 
also  departed  all  the  kings  and  nol^emen,  to  perform  with 
all  expedition  the  orders  that  had  been  given  them. 


BpdK  X. 


Cbap.  I. — Jaumu  Tiheriut  MU  together  the  eattem  kings  against  Lh$ 

/        Brikmt. 

Lucius  Tibebius,  iro  receiving  this  answer,  by  order  of  the 
senate  published^  decree,  for  the  eastern  kings  to  come  with 
their  forces,  ai^a  assist  in  the  oonqaest  of  Britain.     In  obe- 
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dioioe  to  which  thoe  came  in  a  verj  short  tiifiey  Epistro* 
phios^  king  of  the  Grrecians ;  Mustensar,  ^ifSg  of  the  Afri- 
cans; Alifantinam,  king  of  Spain;  H^miciiiSi  king  of  the 
Pkrthians;  Boccns,  of  the  Medes^-'Sertorios,  of  libja; 
Tracer,  ling  of  Phrygia;  Seni^  king  of  the  Ituieans; 
Pandra8o%  king  of  ^ypt^-^^cipsa,  king  of  Babylon; 
Poljtetefl^  doke  of  Bith^rma;  Tencer,  doke  of  Ph^^; 
Evander,  of  Syria;  ^^^fducm,  of  Boeotia;  Hippolytos^  of 
Crete,  with  the  raAf^rals  and  nobility  under  them.  Of  the 
senatorian  or^riuso  came,  Lodos  CateUns,  Marius  Lq>idas, 
Cains  lifetdkls  Cotta,  Qointos  liOlyins  Catnlos,  Quintos  Ca- 
ratios,  a|pdas  many  others  as  made-up  the  number  of  forty 
one  hundred  and  sixty.* 

^  -  .^  •  y 

Chap.  II. — Arthmr  i\mmmto  Um  mtpkt^^^^odrtd  l4c  p&oenmemi  tf  ]/ 


^  K%»  dntm^  Utmost  Fm€. 

After  the  necessary  dispositions  were  made,  upon  the  ka- 
lends of  August,  they  b%an  their  march  towards  Britain, 
which  when  ArUiur  had  intelligence  o^  he  committed  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  to  his  nephew  Modred,  and 
queen  Gaanhumara,  and  marched  with  his  army  to  Hamo*s/.  < 

P<»t,  where  the  wind  stood  fair  for  him.     But  while  he,  sur-  i 

rounded  with  all  his  numerous  fleet,  was  sailing  joyfully  with   J  * ' 
a  brisk  gale,  it  hi4>pened  that  about  midnight  he  fell  into  a 
▼ery  sound  sleep,  and  in  a  dream  saw  a  bear  flying  in  the 
air,  at  the  noise  of  which  all  the  shores  trembled;  also  a 
terrible  dragon  flying  from  the  west,  which  enlightened  the 
country  wi^  the  brightness  of  its  eyes.     When  these  two 
met,  they  began  a  dreadfid  fight ;  but  the  dragon  with  its  fiery 
breath  burned  the  bear  whidi  (Mften  assaulted  him,  and  threw 
him  down  scorched  to  the  ground.     Arthur  upon  this  awak- 
ing, related  his  dream  to  those  that  stood  about  him,  who 
took  upon  them  to  interpret  it,  and  told  him  that  the  dragon   / 
signified  himself,  but  the  bear,  some  giant  that  should  en-/ 
counter  with  him;  and  that  the  fight  portended  the  dud 
that  would  be  between  them,  and  the  dragon  s  victory  the 
aame  that  would  happen  to  himself.    But  Arthur  oo^jeo* 


*  It  ii  mlmoit  w«ii»r<M«Bij  to  mfonn  the  mder  tiiat  not  one  of  tli< 
kiBgii  ever  exiited ;  and  jel  thb  caution  majr  be  i»f  uae,  so  pnioe  are  mcQ 
9  iadiilge  the  biM  of  tbe  hnagmatWm  at  the  earjsenae  of  hatene  troth. 
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tared  it  portended  something  else,  and  that  the  virion  was 
applicable  to  himself  and  the  emperor.  As  soon  as  the 
morning  after  this  nighfs  sail  appeared,  thej  found  them- 
selves arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Barba.  And  there 
they  pitched  their  tents,  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  kings  ol 
the  islands  and  the  generals  of  the  otiier  provinoea. 


M 


Chap.  III.— 'Afimtr  kills  a  Spanish  ffiantukS  had  $tolenjfs0(f  Heletia, 

In  the  meantime  Arthur  had  news  brought  him,  that  a  rf^n^  — 
of  monstrous  size  was  come  from  the  shores  of  Spain^/and 
had  forcibly  taken  away  Helena,  the  niece  of  duke  Eoel, 
(rom  her  guard,  and  fled  with  her  to  the  top  of  that^hich 
is  now  called  Michael's  Mount;*  and  that  the  soldierarof  the 
country  who  pursued  him  were  able  to  do  nothin^^igainsi 
him.  For  whether  they  attacked  him  by  sea  or  Xand,  he 
either  overturned  their  ships  with  vast  rocks,  or  IdUed  them 
with  several  sorts  of  darts,  besides  many  of  thym  that  he 
took  and  devoured  half  alive.  The  next  night,  merefore,  at 
the  second  hour,  Arthur,  taking  along  with  him  Caius  the 
sewer,  and  Bedver  the  butler,  went  out  privately  from  the 
camp,  and  hastened  towards  the  mountain.  F^  being  a  man 
of  undaunted  courage^  he  did  not  care  to  'lead  his  army 
against  such  monsters ;  both  because  he  could  in  this  manner 
animate  his  men  by  his  own  example,  aoa  also  because  he 
was  alone  suffioient  to  deal  with  them.  As  soon  as  they 
came  near  the  mountain,  they  saw  a  fire  burning  upon  the  top 
of  it,  and  another  on  a  lesser  mountain,  that  was  not  far 
from  it.  And  being  in  doubt  upon  which  of  them  the  giant 
dwelt,  thcrir  sent  away  Bedver  to  k^w  the  certainty  of  the 
matter.  So  he,  finding  a  boat,  saikd  over  in  it  first  to  the 
lesser  mountain,  to  which  he  coj4d  in  no  otiier  way  have 
access,  because  it  was  situated^  the  sea.  When  he  had 
begun  to  dimb  up  to  the  top  of  it,  he  was  at  first  frightened 
with  a  disnuil  howling  cry  ol  a  woman  from  above,  and 
imagined  the  monster  to  be  there :  but  quickly  rousing  up 
his  courage,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  having  reached  the  top^ 

*  This  most  lonuuitie  and  inftttestinff  rock  b  croinied  by  a  fOttiilarij 
quaint  ilracture,  half  momitie  an4  half  caalfiUcted.  It  muft  have  oeca  a 
place  of  gnat  itiength  bef<ne  the  idtenttei  of  powder,  and  contaiat  aoiac 
carioua  loomt,  a  dm^geon  and  other  leniaina  of  leudalit/. 
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foand  noUiiiig  but  the  fire  which  he  had  befooe  seen  at  a  dis-  ^ 
tanoe.    He  discoTered  also  a  grave  newlj  made,  and  an  old/ 
woman  weeping  and  howling  by  it,  who  at  the  sight  of  him' 
instantlj  cried  out  in  words  interrupted  wim  sigl^  "  O,  un- 
happy man,  what  misfortune  brings  jou  to  tpia  place  ?    O  the  . 
inexpressible  tortures  of  death  ^t  jou  must  suffer  !  I  pity    _^ 
jou,  I  pitj  70U,  because  the  detestable  momBter  will  this  night    p 
destroy  the  flower  of  your  jouth.    For  ttiat  most  wicked  and 
odious  giant,  who  brought  the  duke's  niyce,  whom  I  have  just 
now  buried  here,  and  me,  her  nurse,  ali>ng  with  her  into  this 
mountain,  will  come  and  immediately/ murder  70U  in  a  most 
cruel  manner.     O  deplorable  fate !/  This  most  illustrious 
princess,  sinking  under  the  fear  h^  tender  heart  conceived, 
while  the  foul  monster  would  hare  embraced  her,  fainted 
away  and  expired.     And  when/ne  could  not  satiate  his 
brutish  lust  upon  her,  who  was  the  very  soul,  joy,  and  happi- 
ness of  my  life,  being  enraged  dt  the  disappointment  of  his 
bestial  desire,  he  forcibly  cominitted  a  rape  upon  me,  who 
Het  Grod  and  my  old  age  wjtness)  abhoired  his  embraces. 
Fly,  dear  sir,  fly,  for  fear  h^  may  come,  as  he  usually  does, 
to  lie  with  me,  and  finding  you  here  most  barbarously  butcher 
you."    Bedver,  moved  at /what  she  said,  as  much  as  it  is, 
possible  for  human  nat^  to  be,  endeavoured  with  kind  J 
words  to  assuage  her  grief,  and  to  comfort  her  with  thej 
promise  of  speedy  help?  and  then  returned  back  to  Arthur,! 
and  gave  him  an  account  of  what  he  had  met  with.    Arthur  ^/ 
very  much  lamented  the  damsel's  sad  fate,  and  ordered  his 
companions  to  leave  him  to  deal  with  him  alone  ;  unless  there 
was  an  absolute  necessity,  and  then  they  were  to  come  in 
boldly  to  his  assistance.    From  hence  they  went  directly  to 
the  next  mountain,  leaving  their  horses  with  their  armour- 
bearers,  and  ascended  to  the  top,  Arthur  leading  the  way. 
The  deformed  savage  was  then  1^  the  fire,  with  his  face 
besmeared  with  4he  clotted  blood  of  swine,  part  of  which  he 
already  devours,  and  was  roasting  the  remainder  upon  spits 
by  the  fire.    'But  at  the  sight  of  them,  whose  appearance 
was  a  BurpriBe  to  him,  he  hastened  to  his  club,  which  two 
strong  men  could  hardly  lift  from  the  ground.    Upon  this 
the  ^ng  drew  his  sword,  and  guarding  himself  with  his 
shield,  ran  whh  all  hi& £peed.4o  prevent  his  getting  it.    But 
the  other,  who  was  not  ignorant  of  his  design,  had  by  this 
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ifane  snatched  it  up,  and  gave  the  king  soch  a  terrible  Uov 
upon  his  shield,  that  he  made  the  shore^Ting  with  the  noiaey 
nmd  perfectly  stunned  the  king's  ears  Wth  it  ArUinry  fired 
/with  rage  at  this,  lifted  up  his  sword,  and  gave  him  a  wound 
in  the  forehead,  which  was  not  indeedf  mortal,  but  yet  such 
as  made  the  blood  gush  out  over  his  face  and  eyes,  and  so 
blinded  him ;  for  he  had  partly  warded  off  the  stroke  from 
his  forehead  with  his  dub,  and  areyented  its  being  fataL 

fHoweyer,  his  loss  of  sight,  by  reason  of  the  blood  flowing 
over  his  eyes,  made  him  exert  hi^iself  with  greater  fury,  and 
(  like  an  enraged  boar  against  a  hl^nting-spear,  so  did  he  rush 
in  against  Arthur's  sword,  and  ^jhisping  1dm  about  the  waist, 
forced  him  down  upon  his  Ipiees.  But  Arthur,  nothing 
daunted,  slipped  out  of  his  hands,  and  so  exerted  himself 
^  with  his  sword,  that  he  gave  the  giant  no  respite  till  he  had 
struck  it  up  to  the  very  back  through  his  ^uU.  At  this 
the  hideous  monster  raised  a  dreadful  roar,  and  like  an  oak 
torn  up  from  the  roots  by  the  winds,  so  did  he  make  the 
(ground  resound  with  his  falL  Arthur,  bursting  out  into  a 
/flt  of  laughter  at  the  sight,  commanded  Bedver  to  cut  off  his 
j  head,  and  give  it  to  one  pf  the  armour-bearers,  who  was  to 
t'  carry  it  to  the  camp^  and  tiiere  expose  it  to  public  view, 
but  with  orders  for  the  spectators  of  this  combat  to  keep 
silence.  He  told  them  he  had  found  none  of  so  great  strength, 
since  he  killed  the  gia^t  Bitho,  who  had  chaJlenged  him  to 
fight,  upon  the  moui^Uun  Aravius.  This  giant  had  made 
himself  furs  of  the  beards  of  kings  he  had  killed,  and  had 
sent  word  to  Arthur  jCarefully  to  cut  off  his  beard  and  send 
it  to  him  ;  and  then,  out  of  respect  to  his  pre-eminence  over 
other  kings,  his  beard  should  have  the  honour  of  the  principal 
place.  But  if  he  refused  to  do  it,  he  challenged  him  to  a 
duel,  with  thisoffer,  that  the  conqueror  should  have  the  furs, 
and  also  the  beard  of  the  vanquished  fbr  a  trophy  of  his 
victory.  In  his  conflict,  therefore,  Arthur  proved  victorious, 
and  took  the  beard  and  spoils  of  the  giant :  and,  as  he  said 
before,  had  met  with  none  that  could  be  compared  to  him 
for  strength,  till  his  last  engagement  After  this  victory, 
they  returned  at  the  second  watch  of  the  night  to  the  camp 
with  the  head ;  to  see  which  there  was  a  great  concourse  of 
people,  all  extdlling  this  wonderful  exploit  of  Arthur,  by 
which  he  had  freed  the  country  firom  a  most  destructive  and 
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▼<nracioiis  monster.  But  Hod,  in  great  grief  for  the  loss  of 
his  niece,  commanded  a  mansolenm  to  be  built  over  her  bodj 
in  the  mountain  where  she  was  buried,  which,  taking  the 
damsel's  name,  is  called  Helena's  Tomb  to  this  day. 

Chap.  lY, ^Arthur**'iamba$iadort  to  Litsktf' TUetUu^MlCerPeireiui 
^Cotta,  whom  they  tpplrpritoner  to^^LHKw* 

As  soon  as  all  the  forces  were  arrived  which  Arthur  expected, 
he  marched  from  thence  to  Augustodunum,  where  he  sup- 
posed the  general  was.  But  when  he  came  to  the  river 
Alba,  he  had  intelligence  brought  him  of  his  having  encamped 
not  far  off,  and  that  he  was  come  with  so  vast  an  armj,  that 
he  would  not  be  able  to  withstand  it.  However,  this  did  not 
deter  him  from  pursuing  his  enterprise  ;  but  he  pitched  his 
camp  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  to  facilitate  the  bringing 
up  of  his  forces,  and  to  secure  his  retreat,  if  there  should  be 
occasion  ;  and  sent  Boso  the  consul  of  Oxford,  and  Guerinus 
Camotensis,  with  his  nephew  Walgan,  to  Lucius  Tiberius, 
requiring  him  either  to  retire  from  the  coasts  of  Gaul,  or 
come  the  next  day,  that  they  might  try  their  right  to  that 
country  with  their  swords.  The  retinue  of  young  courtiers 
that  attended  Walgan,  highly  rejoicing  at  this  opportunity, 
were  urgent  with  him  to  find  some  occasion  for  a  quarrel  in 
the  commander^s  camp,  thai  so  they  might  engage  the  Romans. 
Accordingly  they  went  to  Ludus,  and  commanded  him  to 
retire  out  m  Gaul,  or  hiLzard  a  battle  the  next  day.  But/ 
while  he  was  answering  them,  that  he  was  not  come  to  retire,/ 
but  to  govern  the  coimtry,  there  was  present  Caius  Quintili^ 
anus,  his  nephew,  who  said,  **  That  ^e  Britons  were  better  / 
at  boasting  and  threatening,  than  they  were  at  fighting."  ^ 
Wakanimmediateljrtook  fire  atthis,  and  ran  upon  bun  with  / 
his  cbawn  sword,  yhereii^th  he  cut  off  his  head,  and  then 
retreated  speedily  inth  his  companions  to  their  horses.  The 
Romans,  both  horte  and  foot,  pursued  to  revenge  the  loss  of 
ihdr  countryman  upon  the  ambassadors,  who  fled  with  great 
predpitation.  But  Guerinus  Camotensis,  just  as  one  of 
them  was  come  up  to  him,  rallied  on  a  sudden,  and  with  his 
lance  struck  at  once  through  his  armour  and  the  very  middle 
of  his  body,  and  laid  him  prostrate  on  the  ground.  The 
sight  of  this  noble  expldt  raised  the  emulation  of  Boso  of 
(m<tfd,  who^  wheeling  about  bis  hoise^  struck  his  lanoe  inta 
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the  throat  of  the  first  man  he  met  with,  and  dismounted  him 
mortally  wounded.  In  the  meantime,  Marcellus  Mutim^ 
with  great  eagerness  to  rerenge  Quintilian's  death,  was  just 
upon  the  back  of  Walgan,  and  laid  hold  of  him  ;  which  the 
other  quickly  obliged  hbn  to  quit,  by  clearing  both  his 
helmet  and  head  to  the  breast  with  his  sword.  He  also  bade 
him,  when  he  arrived  at  the  infernal  regions,  tell  the  man  he 

I  had  killed  in  the  camp,  "  That  in  this  manner  the  Britons 
N  showed  their  boasting  and  threatening."  Then  having  re- 
assembled his  men,  he  encouraged  them  to  despatch  every 
one  his  pursuer  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  done  ;  which 
accordingly  they  did  not  fail  to  accomplish.  Notwithstand- 
ing, the  Romans  continued  their  pursuit  with  lances  and 
swords,  wherewith  they  annoyed  the  others,  though  without 
slaughter  or  taking  any  prisoners.  But  as  they  came  near  a 
certain  wood,  a  parly  of  six  thousand  Britons,  who  seeing 
the  flight  of  the  consuls,  had  hid  themselves,  to  be  in  readi- 
ness for  their  assistance,  sallied  forth,  and  putting  spurs  to 

'  their  horses,  rent  the  air  with  their  loud  shouts,  and  being 
well  fenced  with  their  shields,  assaulted  the  Romans  sud- 
denly«  and  forced  them  to  fly.  And  now  it  was  the  Britons' 
turn  to  pursue,  which  they  did  with  better  success,  for  they 
dismounted,  kOled,  or  took  several  of  the  enemy.  Petreius, 
the  senator,  upon  this  news,  hastened  to  the  assistance  of  his 
countrymen  with  ten  thousand  men,  and  compelled  the  Britons 
to  retreat  to  the  wood  from  whence  they  had  sallied  forth  ; 
though  not  without  loss  of  his  own  men.    For  the  Lritons, 

'  being  well  acquainted  with  the  ground,  in  their  flight  killed 
a  great  numb^  of  their  pursuers.  The  Britons  thus  giving 
ground,  Hider,  with  anotlier  reinforcement  of  five  thousand 
men,  advanced  with  speed  to  su$tain  them ;  so  that  thej 
again  faced  those,  upon  whom  they  had  turned  their  backs, 
and  renewed  the  assault  with  great  vigour.  The  Romans 
also  stood  their  ground,  and  continued  the  fight  with  various 
success.  The  great  fault  of  the  Britons  was,  that  though 
they  had  been  very  eager  to  begiii  the  fight,  yet  when  begun 
they  were  less  careful  of  the  hazard  they  ran.  Whereas  the 
Romans  were  under  better  discipline,  and  had  the  advantage 
of  a  prudent  commander,  Peti'eios  Cotta,  to  tell  them  where 
to  advance,  and  where  to  give  ground,  and  by  these  means 
did  great  iignrj  to  the  enemy.    When  Boso  observed  tiii% 
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Chap.  I V.-— Cemtten/ln^  havinff  murdered  the  two  tons  ofModred,  U  him* 

aeff  killed  by  Conan, 

But  Constantine  pursued  the  Saxons,  and  reduced  them 
under  his  joke.  He  also  took  the  two  sons  of  Modred; 
and  one  of  them,  who  had  fled  for  sanctuary  to  the  church 
of  St  Amphibalus,  in  Winchester,  he  murdered  before  the 
altar.  The  other  had  hidden  himself  in  a  convent  of  friars 
at  London,  but  at  last  was  found  out  by  him,  brought  before 
the  altar,  and  there  put  to  death.  Three  years  after  this,  he 
himself,  by  the  vengeance  of  God  pursuing  him,  was  killed  by 
Conan,  and  buried  close  by  Uther  Pendragon  within  the 
structure  of  stones,  which  was  set  up  with  wonderful  art  not  fai 
f''ox>'  Salisbury,  and  called  in  the  English  tongue,  Stonehenge. 

Chap.  V. — Aurelius  Conan  reigns  after  Constantine. 

Afteb  him  succeeded  Aurelius  Conan,  his  nephew,  a  youth 
of  wonderful  valour ;  who,  as  he  gained  the  monarchy  of 
the  whole  island,  would  have  been  worthy  the  crown  of 
it,  had  he  not  delighted  in  civil  war.  He  raised  disturb- 
ances against  his  unde,  who  ought  to  have  reigned  after 
Constantine,  and  cast  him  into  prison  ;  and  then  killing  his 
two  sons,  obtained  the  kingdom,  but  died  in  the  seocnd  year 
of  his  reign. 

Chap.  VI. — Wortiporius,  being  declared  king,  conquers  the  Saxons. 

Afteb  Conan  succeeded  Wortiporius,  against  whom  the 
Saxons  made  insurrection,  and  brought  over  their  countrymen 
from  Grermany  in  a  very  great  fleet  But  he  gave  them 
battle  and  came  off  with  victory,  so  that  he  obtained  the 
monarchy  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  governed  the  people 
carefully  and  peacefuUy  four  years. 

Chap.  VII.— ilfaij^,  king  of  Britain,  and  a  most  graceful  person,  addictj 

himseff  to  sodomy. 

Afteb  him  succeeded  Malgo,  one  of  the  handsomest  of 
men  in  Britain,  a  great  scourge  of  tyrants,  and  a  man  of 
great  strength,  extraordinary  munificence,  and  matchless 
▼alour,  but  addicted  very  much  to  the  detestable  vice  of 
sodomjy  by  which  he  mnde  himself  abominable  to  God.     He 
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criiis,  with  thoir  servants,  till  they  should  be  ouf  of  all  fear 
of  disturbance  fmn  the  Romans. 


Chap.  V. — 7*iW  JRomans  attack  the  Briton*  with  m  virylgrmU  foree^  btd 

are  put  toJUffht  ky  them. 

But  the  Bomans,  happening  to  get  intelligence  of  their  de« 
sign,  at  the  command  of  their  general  chose  oot  fifteen  thou- 
sand men,  who  that  night  were  to  get  before  the  others  in 
their  march,  and  rescue  their  fellow  soldfers  out  of  their 
hands.  They  were  to  be  oommanded  by  Vulteius  Catellus 
and  Quintus  Carutius,  senators,  as  also /flvander,  king  of 
Syria,  and  Sertorius,  king  of  Libya.  Accordingly  they 
began  their  inarch  that  very  night,  and  possessed  them- 
selves of  a  place  convenient  for  lying  in  ambuscade,  through 
which  they  supposed  the  .others  would  pass.  In  the 
morning  the  Britons  set  forward  along  the  same  road  with 
their  prisoners,  and  were  now  approacpng  the  place  in  per- 
fect ignorance  of  the  cunning  stratag^  of  the  enemy.  No 
sooner  had  they  entered  it,  than  the  fi<»nans,  to  their  great 
surprise,  sprang  forth  and  fell  furiously  upon  them.  Not- 
withstanding, the  Britons,  at  length  recovering  from  their 
consternation,  assembled  together,  and  prepared  for  a  bold 
opposition,  by  appointing  a  party  to  guard  the  prisoners,  and 
drawing  out  the  rest  in  older  of  battle  against  the  enemy. 
Bicherius  and  Bedver  had  the  command  of  the  party  that 
were  set  over  the  prisoners ;  but  Cador,  duke  of  Cornwall, 
and  Borellus  headed  the  others.  But  all  the  Bomans  had 
made  their  sally  without  being  placed  in  any  order,  and 
cared  not  to  form  themselves,  that  they  might  lose  no  time 
in  the  slaughter  of  Hlq  Britons,  whom  they  saw  busied  in 
marshalling  their  troops,  and  preparing  only  for  their 
defence.  By  this  conduct  the  Britons  were  extremely  weak- 
ened, and  would  have  shamefully  lost  their  prisoners,  had 
not  good  fortune  rendered  them  assistance.  For  Guitard, 
commander  of  the  Pictavians,  happened  to  get  information 
of  the  designed  stratagem,  and  was  come  up  with  three  thou- 
sand men,  by  the  help  of  which  they  at  last  got  the  advan- 
tago,  and  paid  back  the  slaughter  upon  their  insolent  assail- 
anti.  Nevertheleas,  the  loss  which  they  sustained  at  tho 
beginning  of  this  action  wa«  very  considerable.     For  tht^ 
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Joet  Borellus,  the  famous  consul  of  Uiq  Cenomanni,  in  an 
encounter  with  Eyander,  king  of  SyriL  who  stuck  his  lance 
into  his  throat ;  besides  four  noblemen,  yiz.  Hirelgas  Depe- 
riruSy  Mauridus  Cadorcanensis,  Aiiduc  of  Tintagel,  and 
Hider  his  son,  than  whom  braver  men  were  hardly  to  be 
foundL  But  yet  neither  did  this  loss' dispirit  the  Britons,  but 
rather  made  them  more  resolute  to  l^p  the  prisoners,  and  kill 
the  enemy.  The  Romans,  now  finfimg  themselves  unable  to 
maintain  the  fight  any  longer,  suddenly  quitted  the  field,  and 
made  towards  their  camp ;  but  were  pursued  with  slaughter 
by  the  Britons,  who  also  took  many  of  them,  and  allowed 
them  no  respite  till  they  had  kiUed  Yulteius  Catellus  and 
Evander,  king  of  Syria,  and  wholly  dispersed  the  rest. 
After  which  they  sent  away  meir  former  prisoners  to  Paris, 
whither  they  were  to  conducf  them,  and  returned  back  with 
those  newly  taken  to  the  Ifing ;  to  whom  they  gave  great 
hopes  of  a  complete  conqu^t  of  their  enemies,  since  very 
few  of  the  great  number  ihat  came  against  them  had  met 
with  any  success. 

i 
t 

Chap.  VI. — Luciut  TiUrius  foes  to  Lengrim,    Arthur ,  designing  to  van' 
quish  him,  by  a  stratagem  possesses  ^pue{fqf  the  valley  qf  Suesia, 

These  repeated  disasters  wi*ought  no  small  disturbance  in 
the  mind  of  Lucius  Tiberius,  and  made  him  hesitate  whether  / 
to  bring  it  to  a  general  battle  with  Arthur,  or  to  retire  into 
Augustodunum,  and  stay  till  the  emperor  Leo  wi€h  his  forces    . 
could  come  to  his  assistance.  At  length, giving  way  to  his  fears,   / 
he  entered  Lcngrias  with  his  army,  mtending  to  reach  the  other  ' 
city  the  night  following.     Arthu%  finding  this,  and  being 
desirous  to  get  before  him  in  his  march,  lefl  the  city  on  the 
left  hand,  and  the  iame  night  entered  a  certain  valley  called 
Suesia,   through  yhich   Lucius  was  to  pass.      There  he 
divided  his  men  injto  several  bodies,  commanding  one  legion, 
over  which  Morvid,  consul  of  Gloucester,  was  appointed 
general,  to  wait  close  by,  that  he  might  retreat  to  them  if 
tliere  should  be  occasion,  and  from  thence  rally  liis  broken, 
forces  for  a  second  battle.     The  rest  he  divided  into  sevenj 
parte,  in  each  of  which  he  placed  five  thousand  five  hundred! 
and  fifty-five  men,  all  completely  armed.     He  also  appointed 
different  stations  to  his  horse  and  foot,,  and  gave  command 
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our  to  put  the 
t  were,  after  the 
with  a  right  and 
king  of  Albania, 
residing  over  the 
ver  another  party 


that  just  as  the  foot  should  advance  to  the  kttack»  the  horsey 
keeping  close  together  in  their  ranks,  sUould  at  the  same 
moment  march  up  obliquely,  and  end 
enemy  into  disorder.  The  companies  of 
British  manner,  drawn  out  into  a  sq 
left  wing,  under  the  command  of  Augu 
and  Cador,  duke  of  Cornwall ;  the  one 
right  wing,  the  other  over  the  left, 
were  placed  the  two  famous  consuls,  Querinus  of  Chartres 
and  Boso  of  Richiden,  called  in  the  Sax^n  tongue  Oxineford ; 
over  a  third  were  Aschillius,  king  of  me  Dacians,  and  Lot, 
king  of  the  Norwegians ;  the  fourth  kmng  commanded  by 
Hod,  duke  of  the  Armoricans,  blvkl  Walgan,  the  king*s 
nephew.  After  these  were  four  other  parties  placed  in  the 
rear;  the  first  conmianded  by  Caius/the  sewer,  and  Bed  ver 
the  butler ;  the  second  by  Holdin,  quke  of  the  Ruteni,  and 
Guitard  of  the  Pictavians ;  the  th/rd  by  Vigenis  of  Lege- 
cester,  Jonathal  of  Dorchester,  and'  Cursalem  of  Caicester; 
the  fourth  by  Urbgennius  of  Biith.  Behind  all  these, 
Arthur,  for  himself  and  the  legion  that  was  to  attend  near 
him,  made  choice  of  a  place,  where  he  set  up  a  golden 
dragon  for  a  standard,  whither  tpe  wounded  or  fatigued 
might  in  case  of  necessity  retreat,  ^  into  their  camp.  The 
legion  that  was  with  him  consiste(f  of  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  men. 


v\. 


CuAP.  VII. — Arthur'*  ejehofrtaiion  to  kU  soldieri. 

After  he  had  thus  placed  than  all  in  their  stations,  he 
made  the  following  speech  to  fds  soldiers : — "  My  brave 
r  countrymen,  who  have  made  Britain  the  mistress  of  thirty 
?  kingdoms,  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  late  noble  exploit, 
which  to  me  is  a  proof  that  your  valour  is  so  far  from  being 
impaired,  that  it  is  rather  iiycreased.  Though  you  have 
been  five  years  without  exdrdae,  wherein  the  softening 
pleasures  of  an  easy  life  had  Ja  greater  share  of  your  time 
than  the  use  of  arms ;  yet  all  jthis  has  not  made  you  degene- 
rate firom  your  natural  brav^,  which  you  have  shown  in 
forcing  the  Romans  to  fiee.  llie  pride  of  their  leaders  has 
animated  them  to  attempt  tne  invasion  of  your  liberties. 
They  have  tried  you  in  batu^  with  numb^  superior  to 
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70urs,  and  have  not  been  able  to  stand  before j^oa ;  but  have  ^ 
basely  withdrawn  themselves  into  that  city,  nom  which  thejr 
are  now  ready  to  march  out,  and  to  pass  thipugh  this  valley 
in  their  way  to  Augustodunum ;  so  that  yiu  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  falling  upon  them  unaware^  like  a  flock  of 
sheep.  Certainly  they  expected  to  find  in  rou  the  cowardice 
of  the  Eastern  nations,  when  they  thought  to  make  your 
country  tributary,  and  you  their  slaves./  What,  have  they 
never  heard  of  your  wars,  with  the  D^ians,  Norwegians, 
and  princes  of  the  Gauls,  whom  you'' reduced  under  my 
power,  and  freed  from  their  shameful  y0ke  ?  We,  then,  that  / 
have  had  success  in  a  greater  war,  neeA  not  doubt  of  it  in  a 
less,  if  we  do  but  endeavour  with  the  £|ame  spirit  to  vanquish 
these  poltroons.  You  shall  want  np  rewards  of  honour, 
if  as  Mthful  soldiers  you  do  but  Atrictly  obey  my  com- 
mands. For  as  soon  as  we  havef  routed  them,  we  will 
march  straight  to  Rome,  and  take  it ;  and  then  all  the 
gold,  silver,  palaces,  towers,  towns/  cities,  and  other  riches 
of  the  vanquished  shall  be  yoursr  He  had  hardly  done 
speaking  before  they  all  with  one  voice  declared,  that  they 
were  re^y  to  suffer  death,  rathe/  than  quit  the  field  while 
he  had  life. 

Chap.  YIII. — Lueiui  l%beriut,  d%ioov$ring  Arihuf^g  dnignpim  a  tpeeeh 

animaies  hii  foli^tper$  hjlghi. 

But  Lucius  Tiberius,  discovering  the  designs  that  were 
formed  against  him,  would  iiot  flee,  as  he  had  at  first  in« 
tended,  but  taking  new  courage,  resolved  to  march  to  the 
same  valley  against  them ;  and  calling  together  his  principal 
commanders,  spoke  to  theqk  in  these  words: — "Venerable 
fathers,  to  whose  empire  /both  the  Eastern  and  Western 
kingdoms  owe  obedience,  /  remember  the  virtues  of  your 
ancestors,  who  were  not  afraid  to  shed  their  blood,  when  the 
vanquishing  of  the  enemi^  of  the  commonwealth  required 
it ;  but  to  leave  an  example  of  their  courage  and  military 
virtues  to  their  posterity/  behaved  themselves  in  all  battles 
with  that  contempt  g£  d^th,  as  if  God  had  given  them  some 
security  against  it.  By  this  conduct  they  oftea  triumphed, 
and  by  triumphing  escaped  death.  Such  wa^  the  reward  of 
their  virtue  from  Divine  Providencj^^^t^ch  overrules  all 
trents.    The  inci-ease  of  the  ~oaiiIlSo«iwealthy  and  of  theii 
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own  valour  was  owing  to  this ;  and  all  thcve  virtues  that 
usually  adorn  the  great,  as  integrity,  honour,  and  munifi* 
cence,  flourishing  a  long  time  in  them,  raisedf  them  and  theie 
posterity  to  the  empire  of  the  whole  world.  /  Let  their  noble 
>)  examples  animate  you :  rouse  up  the  spirit  ff  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans, and  be  not  airaid  to  nuurch  out  againai  our  enemies  that 
are  lying  in  ambush  before  us  in  the  vallew^,  but  boldly  with 
your  swords  demand  of  them  your  just  rigmts.  Do  not  thini; 
that  I  retired  into  this  city  for  fear  of  engaging  with  them ; 
but  I  thought  that  as  their  pursuit  of  us  was  rash  and  foolish, 
so  we  might  hence  on  a  sudden  intercept  them  in  it,  and  by 
dividing  their  main  body  make  a  great  slaughter  of  them 
But  now,  since  they  have  altered  the/ measures  which  we 
..^^  supposed  they  had  taken,  let  us  also  after  ours.  Let  us  go 
in  quest  of  them  and  bravely  fall  i»on  them ;  or  if  thoy 
shall  happen  to  have  the  advantage  iifthe  beginning  of  the 
battle,  let  us  only  stand  our  ground  during  the  fury  of  their 
first  assault,  and  the  victory  will  undoubtedly  be  ours ;  for 
in  many  battles  this  manner  of  conduct  has  been  attended 
with  victory."  As  soon  as  he  had  made  an  end  of  speaking 
these  and  other  things,  they  all  cUbclared  their  assent,  pro- 
mised with  an  oath  to  stand  by  Mim,  and  hastened  to  arm 
themselves.  Which  when  they /had  done,  they  marched 
out  of  Lengrise  to  the  valley  wh«re  Arthur  had  drawn  out 
his  forces  in  order  of  battle.  'Hf^^  ^^^7  <^  began  to  mar- 
shal their  army,  which  they  divned  into  twelve  companies, 
I  and  according  to  the  Roman  mamner  of  battle,  drew  out  each 
'  company  into  the  form  of  a  wcjdge,  oonsisting  of  six  thou- 
'  sand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  men.  Each  company  also 
had  its  respective  leaders,  who/were  to  give  direction  when 
to  advance,  or  when  to  be  upon  the  defensive.  One  of  them 
was  headed  by  Lucius  Catellui  the  senator,  and  Alifantinam, 
king  of  Spain ;  another  by  Hirtacius,  king  of  the  Parthians, 
and  Marius  Lepidus,  a  senat(]|r ;  a  third  by  Boccus,  king  of 
the  Medes,  and  Cains  Metellds,  a  senator ;  a  fourth  by  Ser- 
torius,  king  of  Libya,  anq  Quintus  Milvius,  a  senator. 
These  four  companies  wer6  placed  in  the  front  of  the 
army.  Li  the  rear  of  the^  were  four  others,  whereof 
one  was  commanded  by  Serses,  king  of  the  Itureans; 
another  by  Pandrasus,  king  of  Egypt;  a  third  by  Poly- 
tetM^  duke  of  Bithynia;  a*  fourth    by  ^eucer,  duke  of 
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Flirygia.  And  again  behind  all  these /our  others^  whereof 
the  commanders  were  Qointus  Carocms,  a  senatori  Laelius 
Ostiensis,  Sulpitius  Subaculus^  and/Mauricius  Sylvanus. 
As  for  the  general  himsftlf^  he  was  sjnnetimes  in  one  place,  j^ 
sometimes  another,  to  encourage  andf  direct  as  there  should 
be  occasion.  Por  a  standard  he  jordered  a  golden  eagle 
to  be  firmly  set  up  in  the  centre,  for  his  men  to  repair  to 
whenever  thej  should  happen  to/be  separated  from  theii 
companj.  / 

# 

i 
Chap.  IX. — A  hatiU  between  Arthur  and  Lucitu  Tiberiut* 

And  now  the  Britons  and  Romans  stood  presenting  their 
arms  at  one  another ;  when  forthwith  at  the  sound  of  the 
trumpets,  the  company  that  i#as  headed  by  the  king  of  Spain 
and  Lucius  GateUus,  boldlr  rushed  forward  against  that 
which  the  king  of  Scotland  and  duke  of  Cornwall  led,  but 
were  not  able  to  make  th^  least  breach  in  their  firm  ranks. 
So  that  while  these  stood  their  ground,  up  came  Guerinus 
and  Boso  with  a  body  of  horse  upon  their  full  speed,  broke 
through  the  party  that*  began  the  assault  and  met  with 
another  which  the  kin^  of  the  Parthitms  was  leading  up/ 
against  Aschillius,  kink  of  Dacia.    After  this  first  onset,  | 
there  followed  a  geneftX  engagement  of  both  armies  with) 
great  violence^  and  several  breaches  were  made  on  each  side. 
The  shouts,  the  slaughter,  the  quantity  of  blood  spilled,  and  ^ 
the  agonies  of  the  dting,  made  a  drc»dful  scene  of  horror 
At  first,  the  Britons  Sustained  a  great  loss,  by  having  Bedver 
the  butler  killed,  a^d  Caius  the  ^wer  mortally  wounded. 
For,  as  Bedver  met/Boccus,  king  of  the  Medes,  he  fell  dead 
hy  a  stab  of  his  fance  amidst  the  enemies*  troops.    And 
Caius,  in  endeavouHng  to  revenge  his  death,  was  surrounded    i/^ 
by  the  Median  trofps,  and  there  received  a  mortal  wound ; 
yet  as  a  brave  solder  he  opened  himself  a  way  with  the  wing 
which  he  led,  killed  and  dispersed  the  Medes,  and  would 
have  made  a  saff  retreat  with  aU  his  men,  had  he  not  met 
the  king  of  lAhyeL  with  the  forces  under  him,  who  put  his 
whole  company  Into  disorder  ;  yet  not  so  great,  but  that  he 
was  stiU  able  to  get  off  with  a  few,  and  flee  with  Bedver's 
corps  to  the  golden  dragon.     The  Neustrians  grievously 
lamented  at  the  sight  of  their,  leader':)  mangled  body  ;  and  so 
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did  the  Andegavians,  when  they  beheld  their  ooniul  wounded^ 
But  there  was  now  no  room  for  complaints,  foD  the  forioufl 
and  bloody  shocks  of  both  armies  made  it  ^ecessary  to 
provide  for  their  own  defence.  Thei*efore  HirelgaSy  the 
nephew  of  Bedver,  being  extremely  enraged  jat  his  death, 
called  up  to  him  three  hundred  men,  and  hkk  a  wild  boar 
.^^  amongst  a  pack  of  dogs,  broke  through  the  ^nemies'  ranks 
with  his  horse,  making  towards  the  place  wh^e  he  had  seen 
the  standard  of  the  king  of  the  Medes  ;  little  regarding  what 
might  befall  him,  if  he  could  but  revenge/the  loss  of  his 
uncle.  At  length  he  reached  the  place,  tilled  the  king, 
hbrought  off  his  body  to  his  companions,  and  laid  it  by  that 
\|pf  his  unde,  where  he  mangled  it  in  the  same  manner.  TheA 
calling  with  a  loud  voice  to  his  countrwen,  he  animated 
their  troops,  and  vehemently  pressed  thifm  to  exert  them- 
selves to  the  utmost,  now  that  their  spints  were  raised,  and 
the  enemy  dbheartened ;  and  espedaUy  as  they  had  the 
advantage  of  them  in  being  placed  in  better  order,  and  so 
might  the  more  grievously  annoy  theM.  Encouraged  with 
this  exhortation,  they  b^an  a  gene^  assault  upon  the 
enemy,  which  was  attended  with  a  ter^ble  slaughter  on  both 
sides.  For  on  the  part  of  the  Romans,  besides  many  others, 
fell  Alifantinam,  king  of  Spain,  Micfpsa  of  Babylon,  as  also 
Quintus  MUvius  and  Marius  Lepidu^,  senators.  On  the  part 
of  the  Britons,  Holdin,  king  of  thor  Ruteni,  Leod^arius  of 
Bolonia,  and  three  consuls  of  Britain,  Cursalem  of  Gaicester, 
Galluc  of  Salisbury,  and  Urbgenn}us  of  Bath.  So  that  the 
.  troops  which  they  conmianded,  being  extremely  weakened, 
I  Retreated  till  they  came  to  the  army  of  the  Armorican 
,  Britons,  conmianded  by  Hoel  and  Walgan.  But  these, 
being  inflamed  at  the  retreat  of  their  friends,  encouraged 
them  to  stand  their  ground,  and  caused  them  with  the  help 
of  their  own  forces  to  put  their  pursuers  to  flight  While 
they  continued  this  pursuit,  they  beat  down  and  killed 
several  of  them,  and  gave  them  no  respite,  till  they  came 
to  the  general's  troop  ;  who,  seeing  the  distress  of  his  com* 
panions,  hastened  to  their  assistance. 

Chap.  X. — Hoel  and  Walgan  signaUMe  their  valour  in  thejlghi. 
And  now  in  this  latter  encounter  the  Britons  were  worsted^ 
with  the  loss  of  Kimarcoc,  conBul  of  Trigeria,  and  two  thou* 


land  with  him ;  besides  three  famous  DK>blemen,  Bichomarcus, 
Blocoovias,  and  Jagivius  of  Bodloah,  who,  had  they  but 
enjoyed  the  dignity  of  princes,  woiud  have  been  celebrated 
for  their  valour  tlu'ough  aU  succeeoing  ages.  For,  during 
this  assault  which  they  made  in  ccjnij  unction  with  Hoel  and 
Walgan,  there  was  not  an  enemr  within  their  reach  that 
could  escape  the  fury  of  their  ^ord  or  lance.  But  upon 
their  falling  in  among  Ludus's  t>arty,  they  were  surrounded 
by  them,  and  sufibred  the  sam^  fate  with  the  consul  and  the 
other  men.  The  loss  of  the^  men  made  those  matchless  ^ 
heroes,  Hoel  and  Walgan,  much  more  eager  to  assault  the 
general's  ranks,  and  to  try  on  all  sides  where  to  make  the 
greatest  impression.  But  Walgan,  whose  valour  was  never 
to  be  foiled,  endeavoured  if  gain  access  to  Lucius  himself,  ^ 
that  he  might  encounter  hjin,  and  with  this  view  beat  down 
and  killed  dl  that  stood  in^s  way.  And  Hoel,  not  inferior 
to  him,  did  no  less  serviqie  in  another  part,  by  spiriting  up 
his  men,  and  giving  and.  receiving  blows  among  the  enemy 
with  the  same  undaunted  courage.  It  was  hard  to  determine, 
which  of  them  was  the  stoutest  soldier. 


CuAP.  XI. — Luoim  J^berku  being  killed,  the  Briions  obtain  the  victory. 

But  Walgan,  by  forcing  his  way  through  the  enemy's  troopsi 
as  we  said  before,  found  at  last  (what  he  had  wished  for) 
access  to  the  general,  and  inmiediately  encountered  him. 
Lucius,  being  then  ia  the  flower  of  his  youth,  and  a  person  ^ 
of  great  courage  a|ld  vigour,  desired  nothing  more  than  to 
engage  with  such  n  one  as  might  put  his  strength  to  its  full 
trial.  Putting  himielf,  therefore,  into  a  posture  of  defence,  he 
received  Walgan  with  joy,  and  was  not  a  little  proud  to  try 
his  courage  with  ope  of  whom  he  had  heard  such  great  things. 
The  fight  continued  between  them  a  long  time,  with  great 
force  of  blows,  aifd  no  less  dexterity  in  warding  them  off, 
each  being  resolfed  upon  the  other^s  destruction.     During 
this  sharp  conflidk  between  them,  the  Romans,  on  a  sudden, 
recovering  their  courage,  made  an  assault  upon  the  Armori-      > 
cans,  and  having  relieved  their  general,  repulsed  Hoel  and   / 
Walgan,   with    their   troops,   tUl    they  found    themselves  ^ 
unawares  met  by  Arthur  and  the  forces  under  him.     For 
lie^  hearing  of  the  slaughter  that  was  a  little  before  made 
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of  his  men,  had  speedilj  advanced  with  I^s  legion,  and 
drawing  out  his  Caliburn,  spoke  to  them,  with  a  loud  Yoice, 

rafter  this  manner :  "  What  are  jou  doing,  ^Idiers  ?  Will 
70U  suffer  these  effeminate  wretches  to  escape  ?  Let  not  one 
of  them  get  off  aHve.  Remember  the  foro^  of  your  arms, 
that  have  reduced  thirty  kingdoms  undei^  mj  subjection. 
Remember  jour  ancestors,  whom  the  Rom^s,  when  at  the 
height  of  their  power,  made  tributary.  Remember  your 
liberties,  which  these  pitiful  fellows,  tha^  are  much  your 

^^  inferiors,  attempt  to  deprive  you  of.  Jjiet  none  of  them 
escape  sJive.  What  are  you  doing  ? "  With  these  expos- 
tulations, he  rushed  upon  the  enemy,  made  terrible  havoc 
among  them,  and  not  a  man  did  he  meet  but  at  one  blow 

^"^  [he  laid  either  him  or  his  horse  dead  upon  the  ground.  They, 
therefore,  in  astonbhment  fled  from  him^  as  a  flock  of  sheep 
from  a  fierce  lion,  whom  raging  himger  provokes  to  devour 
whatever  happens  to  come  near  him.  Their  arms  were  no 
manner  of  protection  to  them  against  the  force  with  which 
this  valiant  prince  wielded  his  Caliburn.  Two  kings, 
Sertorius  of  Libya,  and  Polytetes  of  Bithynia,  unfortunately 
felt  its  fury,  and  had  their  heads  cut  off  by  it.  The  Britons, 
when  they  saw  the  king  performing  such  wonders,  took 
•courage  again.  With  one  consent  they  assaulted  the 
Romans,  kept  dose  together  in  /  their  ranks,  and  while 
they  assailed  the  foot  in  one  i^rt,  endeavoured  to  beat 
down  and  pierce  through  the  horse  in  another.  Notwith- 
standing, the  Romans  made  a  prave  defence,  and  at  the 
instigation  of  Lucius  laboured  ip  pay  back  their  slaughter 
upon  the  Britons.  The  eagem/bss  and  force  that  were  now 
?  shown  on  both  sides  were  as  gr^t  as  If  it  was  the  beginning 
I  of  the  battle.  Arthur  continued  to  do  great  execution  with 
'  his  own  hand,  and  encouraged  the  Britons  to  maintain  the 

,^.1  fight ;  as  Lucius  Tiberius  did  the  Ronums,  and  made  them 
perform  many  memorable  exploits.  He  himself,  in  the 
meantime,  was  very  active  in  going  from  place  to  place, 
and  suffered  none  to  escape  with  life  that  happened  to  come 
within  the  reach  of  his  sword  or  lance.  The  slaughter  that 
was  now  made  on  both  sid^  was  rery  dreadful,  and  the 
turns  of  fortune  various,  sometimes  the  Britons  prevailing, 
sometimes  the  Romans.  At  last,  while  this  sharp  dispute 
ecmtintted,  Morvid,  consul  of  Gloucester   with  his  l^on» 
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which,  as  we  said  before,  was  plapedl^etween  the  hills,  came 
up  -mth  speed  upon  the  rear  g^the  enemy,  and  to  their  great 
surprise  assaulted,  broke^krongh,  and  dispersed  them  with 
great  slaughter.  Thi^^^t  and  decisive  blow  proved  fatal  to 
many  thousands  of^fiomans,  and  even  to  the  general  Lucius 
himself,  who  T^a^ldlled  among  the  crowds  with  a  lance  by 
an  unknowjf  "Imnd.  But  the  Britons,  by  long  maintaining 
the  fighl^  at  last  with  great  difficulty  gained  the  victory. 

gw<v.  XII.— Par/  of  Msfiof^dniSfif^  ;  ike'^t,  qf  their  oton\< 

The  Romans,  being  now,  therefore,  dispersed,  betook  them- 
selves through  fear,  some  to  the  by-ways  and  woods,  some  to 
the  cities  and  towns,  and  all  other  places,  where  they  could 
be  most  safe  ;  but  were  either  killed  or  taken  and  plundered 
by  the  Britons  who  pursued :  so  that  great  pai*t  of  them 
voluntarily  and  shamefully  held  forth  their  hands,  to  receive 
their  chains,  in  order  to  prolong  for  a  while  a  wretched  life. 
In  aU  which  the  justice  of  Divine  Providence  was  very 
visible ;  considering  how  unjustly  the  ancestors  of  the  Britons 
were  formerly  invaded  and  harassed  by  those  of  the  Romans ; 
and  that  these  stood  only  in  defence  of  that  liberty,  which 
the  others  would  have  deprived  them  of ;  and  refused  the 
tribute,  which  the  others  lutd  no  right  to  demand. 

Chap.  XIII.— JSbtf'^oS^  qf  the  Oj^m^'ftrSYecef^tjV^^^*^,  eg^HtHRHt^^^  \^ 

Arthxjb,  after  he  had  completed  his  victory,  gave  orders  for 
separating  the  bodies  of  his  nobility  from  those  of  the  enemy, v 
and  preparing  a  pompous  funeral  for  them  ;  and  that,  when 
ready,  they  should  be  carried  to  the  abbeys  of  their  rep^tive  ^ ,  _  _. 
countries,  there  to  be  honourably  buried.  But  Bedver  the 
butler  was,  with  great  lamentation  of  the  Neustrians,  carried 
to  his  own  city  B^jocsB,  which  Bedver  the  first,  his  great 
grandfather,  had  built  There  he  was,  with  great  solemnity, 
laid  close  by  the  wall,  in  a  burying-place  on  the  south  side  of 
the  city.  But  Cheudo  was  carried,  grievously  wounded  to 
Camus,  a  town  which  he  had  himself  built,  where  in  a  short 
time  he  died  of  his  wounds,  and  was  buried,  as  became  a 
duke  of  Andegavia,  in  a  convent  of  hermits,  which  was  in 
i  wood  not  far  from  the  town.    Also  Holding  duke  of  Ruteni. 


^t 
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was  carried  to  Flanders,  and  buried  in  his  own  city  Terivana. 
The  other  consuls  and  noblemen  were  conveyed  to  the  neigh* 
bouring  abbeys,  according  to  Arthur's  orders.  Out  of  his 
great  clemency,  also,  he  ordered  the  country  people  to  take 
care  of  the  burial  of  the  enemy,  and  to  carry  the  body  of 
Lucius  to  the  senate,  and  tell  them,  that  was  the  only  tribute 
which  Britain  ought  to  pay  them.  After  this  he  stayed  in 
those  parts  till  the  next  winter  was  over,  and  employed  his 
time  in  reducing  the  cities  of  the  Allobroges.  But  at  the 
Wginning  of  the  following  summer,  as  he  was  on  his  march 
towards  Rome,  and  was  beginning  to  pass  the  Alps,  he  had 
news  brought  him  that  his  nephew  Modred,  to  whose  care 
he  had  entrusted  Britain,  had  by  tyrannical  and  treasonable 
practices  set  the  crown  upon  his  own  head  ;  and  that  queen 
Guanhumara,  in  violation  of  her  first  marriage,  had  wickedly 
married  him. 


OOK  XI.     ) 


slaughter  ff*  Arthur'^  ihen,,bui  U^- 
$  to  WinchSster. 

Of  the  matter  now  to  be  treated  of,  most  noble  consul, 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  shall  be  silent ;  but  will,  nevertheless, 
though  in  a  mean  style,  briefly  relate  what  he  found  in  the 
British  book  above  mentioned,  and  heard  from  that  most 
learned  historian,  Walter,  archdeacon  of  Oxford,  concerning 
the  wars  which  this  renowned  king,  upon  his  return  to  Britain 
after  thb  victory^  waged  against  his  nephew.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  the  report,  of  this  flagrant  wickedness  reached 
him,  he  immediately  desisted  from  his  enterprise  against  Leo, 
king  of  the  Romans  ;  and  having  sent  away  Hoel,  duke  of 
the  Armoricans,  with  the  army  of  Gaul,  to  restore  peace  in 
those  partSy  returned  back  with  speed  to  Britain,  attended 
only  by  the  kings  of  the  islands,  and  their  armies.  But  the 
widLed  traitor,  Modred,  had  sent  Gheldric,  the  Saxon  leader, 
into  Germany,  there  to  raise  all  the  forces  he  could  find,  and 
return  with  aU  speed :  and  in  consideradon  of  this  servi^ 
had  promised  him  all  tliat  part  of  the  island,  which  reaches 
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from  the  Huinber  to  Scotland,  and  whataver  Hengist  and 
Horsa  had  possessed  of  Kent  in  the  time  of  Yortigern.  So 
that  he,  in  obedience  to  his  commands,  had  arrived  with 
eight  hundred  ships  filled  with  pagan  soldiers,  and  had 
entered  into  covenant  to  obey  the  traitor  as  his  sovereign  ; 
who  had  also  drawn  to  his  assistance  the  Scots,  Ficts,  Irish, 
and  all  others  whom  he  knew  to  be  enemies  to  his  uncle. 
His  whole  army,  taking  pagans  and  Christians  together, 
amounted  to  eighty  thousand  men  ;  with  the  help  of  whom 
l\e  met  Arthur  just  after  his  landing  at  the  port  of  Kutupi, 
and  joining  battle  with  him,  made  a  very  great  slaughter  of 
his  men.  For  the  same  day  fell  Augusel,  king  of  Albania, 
and  Walgan,  the  king's  nephew,  with  innumerable  others. 
Augusel  was  succeeded  in  his  kingdom  by  Eventus,  his 
brother  Urian's  son,  who  afterwards  performed  many  famous  • 
exploits  in  those  wars.  After  they  had  at  last,  with  much 
difficulty,  got  ashore,  they  paid  back  the  slaughter,  and  put 
Modred  and  his  army  to  flight  For,  by  long  practice  in 
war,  they  had  learned  an  excellent  way  of  ordering  their 
forces  ;  which  was  so  managed,  that  while  their  foot  were 
employed  either  in  an  assault  or  upon  the  defensive,  the 
horse  would  come  in  at  full  speed  obliquely,  break  through 
the  enemy's  ranks,  and  so  force  them  to  flee.  Nevertheless, 
this  perjured  usurper  got  his  forces  together  again,  and  the 
night  following  entered  Winchester.  As  soon  as  queen 
Guanhumara  heard  this,  she  immediately,  despairing  of  suc- 
cess, fled  from  York  to  the  City  of  Legions,  where  she  resolved 
to  lead  a  chaste  life  among  the  nuns  in  the  church  of  Julius 
the  Martyr,  and  entered  herself  one  of  their  order. 

Chap.  ll^^pMMfi^a\ter  beinp  Mee  heneged  W  rottfgrf,  U  kmfj^^"^ 
J^ctthur^  being  wowidedi,^gitei  up  the  kingdom  to  QnutaiillnB*  """^ 

But  Arthur,  whose  anger  was  now  much  more  inflamed,  I 
upon  the  loss  of  so  many  hundreds  of  his  fellow  soldiers,  | 
after  he  had  buried  his  slain,  went  on  the  third  day  to  the 
city,  and  there  besi^ed  the  traitor,  who,  notwithstanding, 
was  unwilling  to  desist  from  his  enterprise,  but  used  all 
methods  to  encourage  his  adherents,  and  marching  out  with 
his  troops  prepared  to  fight  his  unde.  In  the  battle  that 
followed  hereupon,  great  numbers  lost  their  lives  on  both 
fides ;  bnt  at  last  Modred's  army  suffered  most^  so  that  he  / 
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was  forced  to  quit  the  field  shamefully.  From  h&nce  he  made 
a  precipitate  flight,  and,  without  taking  any  care  for  the 
burial  of  his  slain,  marched  in  haste  towards  ComwalL 
Arthur,  being  inwardly  grieved  that  he  should  so  often 
^escape,  forthwith  pursued  him  into  that  country  as  f&r  as  the 
iver  Cambula,  where  the  other  was  expecting  his  coming. 

/And  Modred,  as  he  was  the  boldest  of  men,  and  always  the 

[uickest  at  making  an  attack,  immediately  placed  his  troops 

order,  resolving  either  to  conquer  or  to  die,  rather  than 

continue  his  flight  any  longer.     He  had  yet  remaining  with 

'  him  sixty  thousand  men,  out  of  whom  he  composed  three 
bodies,  which  contained  each  of  them  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  men :  but  all  the  rest  he  joined  in  one 
body ;  and  having  assigned  to  each  of  the  other  parties  their 

.leaders,  he  took  the  command  of  this  upon  himself.  After 
he  had  made  this  disposition  of  his  forces,  he  endeavoured  to 

lanimate  them,  and  promised  them  the  estates  of  their  enemies 

fif  they  came  off  with  victory.     Arthur,  on  the  other  side, 

^also  marshalled  his  army,  which  he  divided  into  nine  square 
companies,  with  a  right  and  left  wing ;  and  having  appointed 
to  each  of  them  their  commanders,  exhorted  them  to  make  a 
total  rout  of  those  robbers  and  perjured  villains,  who,  being 
brought  over  into  the  island  ^m  foreign  countries  at  the 
instance  of  the  nrch-traitor,  were  attempting  to  rob  them  of 
all  their  honours.  He  likewise  told  them  that  a  mixed  army 
composed  of  barbarous  people  of  so  many  different  countries, 
and  who  were  all  raw  soldiers  and  inexperienced  in  war, 
would  never  be  able  to  stand  against  such  brave  veteran 
troops  as  they  were,  provided  they  did  their  duty.  After 
this  encouragement  given  by  each  general  to  his  fellow 
soldiers,  the  battle  on  a  sudden  began  with  great  fury  ; 
wherein  it  would  be  both  grievous  and  tedious  to  relate  the 
Slaughter,  the  cruel  havoc,  and  the  excess  of  fury  that  was 

(to  be  seen  on  both  sides.  In  this  manner  they  spent  a  good 
part  of  the  day,  till  Arthur  at  last  made  a  push  with  his  com- 
pany, consisting  of  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six 
men,  against  that  in  which  he  knew  Modred  was  ;  and  having 
opened  a  way  with  their  swords,  they  pierced  quite  through 
it,  and  made  a  grievous  slaughter.  For  in  this  assault  fell 
the  wicked  traitor  himself,  and  many  thousands  with  him. 
But  not>^itbstandiiig  the  loss  of  him,  the  rest  did  not  flee, 
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but  running  together  from  all  parts  of  the  field  maintained 
their  ground  with  undaunted  courage.  The  fight  now  •/ 
grew  more  furious  than  ever,  and  proved  &tal  to  almost  all 
the  commanders  and  their  forces.  For  on  Modred's  side  fell 
Cheldric,  Elasius,  Egbrict,  and  Bnnignns,  Saxons ;  Gilla* 
patric,  Grillamor,  Gistafel,  and  Gillarius,  Irish;  also  the 
Scots  and  Picts,  with  almost  all  their  leaders  :  on  Arthur's 
side,  Olbrict,  king  of  Norway ;  Aschillius,  king  of  Dacia ; 
Cador  Limenic  Cassibellaun,  with  many  thousands  of  others,  as 
well  Britons  as  foreigners,  that  he  had  brought  with  him.  y 
And  even  the  renowned  king  Arthur  himself  was  mortally  ^ 
wounded  ;  and  being  carried  thence  to  the  isle  of  Avallon  to  | 
be  cured  of  his  wounds,  he  gave  up  the  crown  of  Britain  to 
his  kinsman  Constantine,  the  son  of  Cador,  duke  of  Con  - 
wall,  in  the  five  hundred  and  forty-second  year  of  our  Lord's 
incarnation.* 


"^jDtfAF.  lU.^:;09rtHanlfne  meets  wU^T^itHirbttneei^ffWm  ihe  SjMH»r'Vn9\ 

Upon  Constantine's  advancement  to  the  throne,  the  Saxons, 
with  the  two  sons  of  Modred,  made  insurrection  against  him, 
though  without  success ;  for  after  many  battles  they  fled, 
one  to  London,  the  other  to  Winchester,  and  possessed  them-  . 
selves  of  those  places.  Then  died  Saint  Daniel,  the  piou^ 
prelate  of  the  church  of  Bangor;  and  Theon,  bishop  of 
Gloucester,  was  elected  archbishop  of  London.  At  the 
same  time  also  died  David,  the  pious  archbishop  of  Legions, 
at  the  city  of  Menevia,  in  his  own  abbey ;  which  he  loved 
above  all  the  other  monasteries  of  his  diocese,  because  Saint 
Patrick,  who  had  prophetically  foretold  his  birth,  was  the 
founder  of  it.  For  during  his  residence  there  among  his 
friars,  he  was  taken  with  a  sudden  illness,  of  which  he 
died,  and,  at  the  conmiand  of  Molgo,  king  of  the  Yenedo- 
tians,  was  buried  in  that  church.  He  was  succeeded  in  ^ 
the  metropolitan  see  by  Cynoc,  bishop  of  the  church  of 
Llan-Patem,  who  was  thus  promoted  to  a  higher  dignity. 

» 

*  The  mention  of  Constantine  Uringa  GeofiVey*s  wwtk  into  connection 
with  that  of  Gilda>  ?  the  reader  niay  perhaps  fzom  this  point  detect  s^uBM 
lil^it  dcipee  ^.^(nmiiiiilitude  in  thi>  othenriae  fictitioiu  nait^ti? e.    ^ 
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Chap.  IV. — ComtamUng,  having  murdered  the  two  sans  o/Modred,  u  It 

a$\f  killed  by  Oman, 

But  Constantine  pursued  the  Saxons,  and  reduced  them 
under  his  yoke.  He  also  took  the  two  sons  of  Modred; 
and  one  of  them,  who  had  fled  for  sanctuary  to  the  church 
of  St  Amphibalus,  in  Winchester,  he  murdered  before  the 
altar.  The  other  had  hidden  himself  in  a  convent  of  friars 
at  London,  but  at  last  was  found  out  by  him,  brought  before 
the  altar,  and  there  put  to  death.  Three  years  after  this,  he 
himself,  by  the  vengeance  of  God  pursuing  him,  was  killed  by 
Conan,  and  buried  close  by  Uther  Pendragon  within  the 
structure  of  stones,  which  was  set  up  with  wonderful  art  not  fai 
f'-oi^  Salisbury,  and  called  in  the  English  tongue,  Stonehenge. 

Chap.  V. — Aurelius  Conan  reigns  after  Constantine. 

After  him  succeeded  Aurelius  Ck>nan,  his  nephew,  a  youth 
of  wonderful  valour ;  who,  as  he  gained  the  monarchy  of 
the  whole  island,  would  have  been  worthy  the  crown  of 
it,  had  he  not  delighted  in  civil  war.  He  raised  disturb- 
ances against  his  unde,  who  ought  to  have  reigned  after 
Constantinc,  and  cast  him  into  prison  ;  and  then  killing  his 
two  sons,  obtained  the  kingdom,  but  died  in  the  aeccnd  year 
of  his  reign. 

Chap.  VI. — WortiporitUf  being  declared  king,  conquers  the  Saxons. 

After  Conan  succeeded  Wortiporius,  against  whom  the 
Saxons  made  insurrection,  and  brought  over  their  countrymen 
from  Grermany  in  a  very  great  fleet  But  he  gave  them 
battle  and  came  off  with  victory,  so  that  he  obtained  the 
monarchy  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  governed  the  people 
carefully  and  peacefully  four  years. 

Chap.  Ylh^'Malgo,  king  of  Britain,  and  a  most  grae^ul  person »  addictj 

himsetf  to  sodomg. 

After  him  succeeded  Malgo,  one  of  the  handsomest  of 
men  in  Britain,  a  great  scourge  of  tyrants,  and  a  man  of 
great  strength,  extraordinary  munificence,  and  matchless 
TalouTy  but  addicted  very  much  to  the  detestable  vice  of 
todomji  by  which  he  mnde  himself  aboBiinable  to  God.     He 
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tbo  poesessed  the  whole  island,  to  which,  after  a  cruel  war, 
be  added  the  six  provincdal  islands,  vie.  Ireland,  Iceland, 
Gkrthland,  the  Orkneys,  Norway,  and  Dacia. 

CuAp.  VIII. — Britain,  in  thejlav^ofa  civil  war  wider  king  Careiieui,  is 
miter  ibfy  watted  by  tne  Saxont  and  Africaner 

After  Malgo  succeeded  Careticus,  a  lover  «{  civil  war,  and 
hateful  to  God  and  to  the  Britons.  The  Saxons,  discovering 
his  fickle  disposition,  went  to  Ireland  for  Gormund,  king  of 
the  Africans,  who  had  arrived  there  with  a  very  great 
fleet,  and  had  subdued  that  country.  From  thence,  at 
their  traitorous  instigation,  he  sailed  over  into  Britain, 
which  the  perfidious  Saxons  in  one  part,  in  another  the 
Britons  by  their  continual  wars  among  themselves  were 
wholly  laying  waste.  Entering  therefore  into  alliance 
with  the  Saxons,  he  made  war  upon  king  Careticus,  and 
after  several  battles  fought,  drove  him  from  city  to  city,  till 
at  length  he  forced  him  to  Cirecester,  and  there  besieged 
him.  Here  Isembard,  the  nephew  of  Lewis,  king  of  the 
Franks,  came  and  made  a  league  of  amity  with  him,  and  out 
of  respect  to  hmi  renounced  the  Christian  faith,  on  condition 
that  he  would  assist  him  to  gain  the  kingdom  of  Gaul  from 
his  unde,  by  whom,  he  sai^  he  was  forcibly  and  unjustly 
expelled  out  of  it  At  last,  after  taking  and  burning  the 
city,  he  had  another  fight  with  Careticus,  and  made  him  fice 
beyond  the  Severn  into  Wales.  He  then  made  an  utter 
devastation  of  the  country,  set  fire  to  the  adjacent  cities, 
and  continued  these  outrages  until  he  had  almost  burned 
up  the  whole  surface  of  the  island  from  the  one  sea  to 
the  other;  so  that  the  tillage  was  everywhere  destroyed, 
and  a  general  destruction  made  of  the  husbandmen  and 
clergy,  with  fire  and  sword.  This  terrible  calamity  caused 
the  rest  to  flee  whithersoever  they  had  any  hopes  of 
safety. 

Ceaf.  IX.— TAf  tfn^iWr  upbraidt  the  Briiont. 

^  Wht  foolish  nation  I  oppressed  with  the  weight  of  your 
abominable  wickedness,  why  did  you,  in  your  insatiable 
thirst  after  civil  wars,  so  w^en  yourself  by  domestic  con- 
fusions, that  whereas  formerly  you  brought  distant  kingdoma 
Ender  jour  yoke,  now,  like  a  good  vineyard  degenerated  and 
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turned  to  bitterness,  you  cannot  defcn  1  your  oocntty,  your 
'i;\'ives,  and  children,  against  your  enemies  ?  Go  on,  go  on 
in  your  civil  dissensions,  little  understanding  the  saying  in 

■  the  Gospel,  *  Every  kingdom  divided  against  itself  shall  be 
I  brought  to  desolation,  and  a  house  divided  against  itself  shall 
(  fall.'  Since  then  your  kingdom  was  divided  against  itself; 
I  since  the  rage  of  civil  discord,  and  the  fumes  of  envy,  have 
.  darkened  your  minds,  since  your  pride  would  not  suffer  you 

to  pay  obedience  to  one  king ;  you  see,  therefore,  your  coun- 
try made  desolate  by  impious  pagans,  and  your  houses  falling 

■  one  upon  another ;  which  shall  be  the  cause  of  lasting  sor- 
row to  your  posterity.  For  the  barbarous  lionesses  shall  see 
their  whelps  enjoying  the  towns,  cities,  and  other  possessions 

1  of  your  children ;  from  which  they  shall  be  miserably  ex- 
pelled, and  hardly  if  ever  recover  their  former  flourishing 
state.** 

• 

Chap.  X. — Loegria  it  again  infiabited  by  the  Saxont,     Th§  Britons,  with 
their  bishops,  retire  into  Cornwall  and  Waiet, 

But  to  return  to  the  history;  when  the  inhuman  tyrant, 
with  many  thousands  of  his  Africans,  had  made  a  devastation 
almost  over  the  whole  island,  he  yielded  up  the  greater  part 
of  it,  called  Loegria,  to  the  Saxons,  whose  villainy  had  been 
the  occasion  of  his  arrival.  Therefore  the  remainder  of  the 
Britons  retired  into  the  western  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that 

r  is,  Cornwall  and  Wales  ;  from  whence  they  continually 
made  frequent  and  fierce  irruptions  upon  the  enemy.     The 

\  three  archbishops,  viz.  the  archbishop  of  Legions,  Theon  of 
London^  and  Thadiocus  of  York,  v.-hen  they  beheld  all  tUe 
*.hurches  in  their  jurisdiction  lying  level  with  the  ground, 
fled  with  all  the  clergy  that  remained  after  so  great  a  de- 
struction, to  the  coverts  of  the  woods  in  Wales,  carrying 
with  them  the  relics  of  the  saints,  for  fear  the  sacred  bones 
of  so  many  holy  men  of  old  might  be  destroyed  by  the  bar- 
barians, if  they  should  leave  them  in  that  imminent  danger, 
and  themselves  instantly  suffer  martyrdom.  Many  moro 
went  over  in  a  great  fleet  into  Armorican  Britain  ;  so  that 
the  whole  church  of  the  two  provinces,  Loegria  and  North- 
umberland, had  its  convents  destroyed.  But  these  things  I 
shall  relate  elsewhere,  when  I  translate  the  bi)OA  eonceiniT);» 
their  baitishmenU 
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Crap.  XI. — 77^  Britont  lose  their  kingdom. 

Fob  a  long  time  after  this  the  Britons  were  dispossessed// 
of  the  crown  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  monarchy  of  th€|^ 
island,  and  made  no  endeavours  to  recover  their  ancient 
dignity;  but  even  that  part  of  the  country  which  yet 
remained  to  them,  being  subject  not  to  one  king,  but  three 
tyrants,  was  often  wasted  by  civil  wars.  But  neither  did 
the  Saxons  yet  obtain  the  crown,  but  were  also  subject  to 
three  kings,  who  harassed  sometimes  one  another,  sometimes 
the  BriUms. 

Chap.    Xll^^ Au^utiine,  heimg  tent   hy  pope  Gregory  into   Britain^ 

prtfodbet  the  gospel  to  the  Angles, 

In  the  meantime  Augustine  was  sent  by  pope  Saint  Gregory 
into  Britain,  to  preach  the  word  of  God  to  the  Angles,  who, 
being  blinded  with  pagan  superstition,  had  entirely  extin-  [j 
guished  Christianity  in  that  part  of  the  island  which  they  [' 
possessed.  But  among  the  Britons,  the  Christian  faith  still  | 
flourished,  and  never  failed  among  them  from  the  time  of  / 
pope  Eleutherius,  when  it  was  first  planted  here.  But  when 
Augustine  came,  he  found  in  their  province  seven  bishoprics 
and  an  archbishopric,  all  filled  with  most  devout  prelates,  and 
a  great  number  of  abbeys ;  by  which  the  flock  of  Christ  was 
still  kept  in  good  order.  Among  the  rest,  there  was  in  the 
city  of  Bangor  a  most  noble  church,  in  which  it  is  reported 
there  was  so  great  a  number  of  monks,  that  when  the 
monastery  was  divided  into  seven  parts,  having  each  their 
priors  over  them,  not  one  of  them  had  less  than  three 
jiiindred  monks,  who  all  lived  by  the  labour  of  their  own 
hands.  The  name  of  their  abbat  was  Dinooth,  a  man 
admirably  skilled  in  the  liberal  arts  ;  who,  when  Augustine 
1  cquired  the  subjection  of  the  British  bishops,  and  would 
have  persuaded  them  to  undertake  the  work  of  the  gospel 
with  him  among  the  Angles^  answered  him  with  several 
arguments,  that  they  owed  no  subjection  to  him,  neither 
v/ould  they  preach  to  their  enemies ;  since  they  had  their 
own  archbishop,  and  because  the  Saxon  nation  persisted  in 
depriving  them  of  their  country.  For  this  reason  they 
esteemed  them  their  mortal  enemies,  reckoned  their  faitl) 
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aud  religion  as  nothing,  and  would  no  more  communicate 
with  the  Angles  than  with  dogs. 

Chap.  y^llL—EthelJrid  kiiU  a  great  number  qf  the  British  monks,  but  is 

at  last  routed  by  the  Britons, 

Therefore  Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  when  he  saw  that  the 
Britons  disdained  subjection  to  Augustine,  and  despised  his 
I  preaching,  was  highly  provoked,  and  stirred  up  Ethelfrid, 
I  king  of  the  Northumbrians,  and  the  other  petty  kings  of  the 
Saxons,  to  raise  a  great  army,  and  march  to  the  city  of 
Bangor,  to  destroy  the  abbat  Dinooth,  and  the  rest  of  the 
clergy  who  held  them  in  contempt  At  his  instigation, 
therefore,  they  assembled  a  prodigious  army,  and  in  their 
march  to  the  province  of  the  Britons,  came  to  Legecester, 
where  Brocnuul,  consul  of  the  city,  was  awaiting  their 
coming.  To  the  same  city  were  come  innumerable  monks 
and  hermits  from  several  provinces  of  the  Britons,  but 
especially  from  the  city  of  Bangor,  to  pray  for  the  safety 
of  their  people.  Whereupon  Ethelfrid,  king  of  the  Nor- 
thumbrians, collecting  aU  his  forces,  joined  battle  with 
Brocmail,  who,  having  a  less  army  to  withstand  him,  at 
last  quitted  the  city  and  fled,  though  not  without  having 
made  a  great  slaughter  of  the  enemy.  But  Ethelfrid,  when 
he  had  taken  the  ci^,  and  understood  upon  what  occasion 
I  the  monks  were  come  thither,  conunanded  his  men  to  turn 
;  their  arms  first  against  them  ;  and  so  two  hundred  of  them 
were  honoured  with  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and  admitted 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  that  same  day.  From  thence 
this  Saxon  tyrant  proceeded  on  his  march  to  Bangor ;  but 
upon  the  ne^^  of  his  outrageous  madness,  the  leaders  of  the 
Britons,  viz.  Blederic,  duke  of  Cornwall,  Margaduc,  king 
of  the  Demetians,  and  Cadwan,  of  the  Venedotians,  came 
from  all  parts  to  meet  him,  and  joining  battle  with  him, 
I  wounded  him,  and  forced  him  to  flee;  and  killed  of  his 
army  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand  and  sixty-six  men.  On 
the  Britons'  side  fell  Blederic,  duke  of  ComwaU,  who  waa 
their  ocMnma  ider  in  those  wars. 
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Chap.  I. — Cadwan  acquires  by  treaty  all  Britain  on  this  side  qfthe  ffum* 

ber,  and  Ethe^frid  the  rest. 

After  this  all  the  princes  of  the  Britons  met  together  at 
the  city  of  Legecester,  and  consented  to  make  Cadwan  their 
king,  that  under  his  command  thej  might  pursue  Ethelfrid 
bejond  the  Humber.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  he  was 
crowned,  they  flocked  together  from  all  parts,  and  passed  the 
Humber  ;  of  which  when  Ethelfrid  received  intelligence,  he 
entered  into  a  confederacy  with  all  the  Saxon  kings,  and 
went  to  meet  Cadwan.  At  last,  as  they  were  forming  their 
troops  for  a  battle,  their  friends  came,  and  made  peace 
between  them  on  these  terms:  that  Cadwan  should  ei^oy 
that  part  of  Britain  which  lies  on  this  side  of  the  Humber,  and 
Ethelfrid  that  lyhich  is  beyond  it.  As  soon  as  they  had 
confirmed  this  agreement  with  an  oath  made  to  their 
hostages,  there  commenced  such  a  friendship  between  them, 
that  they  had  all  things  common.  In  the  meantime  it 
happened,  that  Ethelfrid  banished  his  own  wife  and  married 
another,  and  bore  so  great  a  hatred  to  her  that  was  banished, 
that  he  would  not  suffer  her  to  live  in  the  kingdom  of 
Northumberland.  Whereupon  she,  being  with  child,  wen^ 
to  king  Cadwan,  that  by  his  mediation  she  might  be  restored 
to  her  husband.  But  when  Ethelfrid  could  by  no  means  be' 
brought  to  consent  to  it,  she  continued  to  live  with  Cadwan, 
till  she  was  delivered  of  the  son  which  she  had  conceived. 
A  short  time  after  her  delivery,  Cadwan  also  had  a  son  born 
to  him  by  the  queen,  his  wife.  Then  were  the  two  boys 
brought  up  together  in  a  manner  suitable  to  their  royal 
birth,  one  of  which  was  called  Cadwalla,  the  other  Edwin. 
When  they  were  nearly  arrived  at  men*s  estate,  their  parents 
sent  them  to  Salomon,  king  of  the  Armoricnn  Britons,  that 
in  his  court  they  might  learn  the  discipline  of  war,  and  other 
princely  qualifications.  This  prince,  therefore,  received  them 
graciously,  and  admitted  them  to  an  intimacy  witii  him  ;  so 
that  there  was  none  of  their  age  in  the  whole  court,  that  had 
%  free  access,  or  more  familiarly  discoursed  with  the  king 
than  they.    At  last  he  himself  was  an  eye-witness  of  their 
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exploits  against  the  enemy,  in  which  they  very  much  signa^ 
lized  their  valour. 

Chap.  II« — Cadwalla  breaks  the  covettarU  he  had  made  with  Edwiiu 

In  process  of  time,  when  their  parents  were  dead,  they 
returned  to  Britain,  where  they  took  upon  them  the 
government  of  the  kingdom,  and  began  to  form  the  same 
friendship  as  their  fathers.  Two  years  after  this,  Edwin 
asked  leave  of  Cadwalla  to  wear  a  crown,  and  to  celebrate 
the  same  solemnities,  as  had  been  used  of  old  in  Northum- 
berland. And  when  they  had  begun  a  treaty  upon  this 
subject,  by  the  river  Duglas,  that  the  matter  might  be 
a^usted  according  to  the  advice  of  their  wise  counsellors  % 
it  happened  that  Cadwalla  was  lying  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  in  the  lap  of  a  certain  nephew  of  his,  whose  name  was 
Brian.  While  ambassadors  were  negotiating  between  them, 
Brian  wept,  and  shed  tears  so  plentifully,  that  the  king's  face 
and  beard  were  wet  with  them.  The  king,  imagining  that 
it  rained,  lifted  up  his  face,  and  seeing  the  young  man  in 
tears,  asked  him  the  occasion  of  such  sudden  grief.  *'  Good 
reason,"  said  he,  "  have  I  to  weep  continually,  as  well  as  the 
whole  British  nation,  which  has  groaned  under  the  oppression 
of  barbarians  ever  since  the  time  of  Malgo^  and  has  not  yet 
got  a  prince,  to  restore  it  to  its  ancient  flourishing  state.  And 
even  the  little  honour  that  it  had  left,  is  lessened  by  your 
indulgence ;  since  the  Saxons,  who  are  only  strangers,  and 
always  traitors  to  our  country,  must  now  be  permitted  to 
wear  the  same  crown  as  you  do.  For  when  once  they  shall 
attain  to  regal  dignity,  it  will  be  a  great  addition  to  their 
glory  in  the  country  from  whence  they  came  ;  and  they  will 
the  sooner  invite  over  their  countrymen,  for  the  utter  extirp- 
ation of  our  race.  For  they  have  been  always  accustomed 
to  treachery,  and  never  to  keep  faith  with  any;  which  1 
think  should  be  a  reason  for  our  keeping  them  under,  and 
not  for  exalting  them.  When  king  Yortigern  first  retained 
them  in  his  service,  they  made  a  show  of  living  peaceably, 
and  fighting  for  our  country,  till  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
practising  their  wickedness  ;  and  then  they  returned  evil  for 
good,  betrayed  him,  and  made  a  cruel  massacre  of  the  people 
t£  the  kingdom.    Afterwards  they  betrayed  Aurelius  Ajd 
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brosioB,  to  whcmi,  even  after  the  most  tremendous  oaths 
of  fidelity  at  a  banquet  with  him  thej  gave  a  draught 
of  poison.  Thej  also  betrayed  Arthur,  when,  setting  aside 
the  covenant  by  which  they  were  bound,  they  joined  with 
his  nephew  Modred,  and  fought  against  him.  Lastly,  they 
broke  faith  with  king  Careticus,  and  brought  upon  him 
Gormund,  king  of  the  Africans,  by  whose  disturbances  our 
people  were  robbed  of  their  country,  and  the  king  disgrace* 
fully  driven  out 

Chap.  III. — A  quarrel  between  CadwaUa  and  Edwin. 

At  the  mention  of  these  things,  Cadwalla  repented  of  enter* 
ing  into  this  treaty,  and  sent  word  to  Edwin  that  he  could 
by  no  means  induce  his  counsellors  to  consent  to  his  petition. 
For  they  alleged  that  it  was  contrary  to  law  and  the  ancient 
establishment,  that  an  island,  which  has  always  had  no  more 
than  one  crown,  should  be  now  under  subjection  to  two 
ci*owned  heads.  This  message  incensed  Edwin,  and  made 
him  break  o£f  the  conference,  and  retire  into  Northumber- 
land, saying,  he  would  be  crowned  without  Cadwalla's 
leave.  When  Cadwalla  was  told  this,  he  declared  to  him 
by  his  ambassadors  that  he  would  cut  off  his  crowned  head, 
if  he  presumed  to  wear  a  crown  within  the  kingdom  of 
Britain. 

CuAP.  Vf.^CadwaUa  it  vanquished  hf  Edwin,  and  driven  out  qf  the 

hingdam. 

This  proved  the  occasion  of  a  war  between  them,  in  which, 
after  several  engagements  between  their  men,  they  at  last 
met  together  themselves  beyond  the  Humber,  and  had  a 
battle,  wherein  Cadwalla  lost  many  thousands  of  his  fol* 
lowers,  and  was  put  to  flight.*  From  hence  he  marched 
with  precipitation  through  Albania,  and  went  over  to  Ireland. 
But  Edwin,  after  this  victory,  led  his  army  through  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Britons,  and  burning  the  cities  before  him,  griev- 
ously afflicted  the  citizens  and  country  people.  During  this 
exercise  of  his  cruelty,  Cadwalla  never  ceased  endeavouring 
to  return  back  to  his  country  in  a  fleet,  but  without  success ; 
because  to  whatever  port  he  steered,  Edwin  met  him  with 
his  forces,  and  hindere*!  his  landing.    For  there  was  come  to 

*  Soo  Malmetbuiy'i  Hist,  of  the  KingB,  p.  46. 
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liixn  from  Spain  a  very  skilful  soothsayer,  named  Fellitus^ 
who,  by  the  flight  of  birds  and  the  courdes  of  the  stars, 
foretold  all  the  disasters  that  would  happen.  By  these 
means  Edwin,  getting  knowledge  of  Cadwalla's  return,  pre* 
pared  to  meet  him,  and  shattered  his  ships  so  that  he  drowned 
his  men,  and  beat  him  off  from  all  his  ports.  Cadwalla,  not 
knowing  what  course  to  take,  was  almost  in  despair  of  ever 
returning.  At  last  it  came  into  his  head  to  go  to  Salomon, 
king  of  the  Armorican  Britons,  and  desire  his  assistance  and 
advice,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  kingdom.  And  so,  as 
he  was  steering  towards  Armorica,  a  strong  tempest  rose  on 
a  sudden,  which  dispersed  the  ships  of  his  companions,  and 
in  a  short  time  left  no  two  of  them  together.  The  pilot  of 
the  king's  ship  was  seised  immediately  ¥rith  so  great  a  fear, 
that  quitting  the  stem,  he  left  the  vessel  to  the  disposal  of 
fortune ;  so  that  all  that  night  it  was  tossed  up  and  down  in 
great  danger  by  the  raging  waves.  The  next  morning  they 
arrived  at  a  certain  island  called  Gamareia,  where  with 
great  difficulty  they  got  ashore.  Cadwalla  was  forthwith 
seized  with  such  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  companions,  that 
for  three  days  and  nights  together  he  refused  to  eat,  but  lay 
sick  upon  his  bed.  The  fourth  day  he  was  taken  with  a  very 
great  longing  for  some  venison,  and  causing  Brian  to  be 
called,  made  him  acquainted  with  it.  Whereupon  Brian 
took  his  bow  and  quiver,  and  went  through  the  island,  that 
if  be  could  light  on  any  wild  beast,  he  might  make  booty  of 
it.  And  when  he  had  walked  over  the  whole  island  without 
finding  what  he  was  in  quest  of,  he  was  extremely  concerned 
that  he  could  not  gratify  his  master's  desire ;  and  was  afraid 
his  sickness  would  prove  mortal  if  his  longing  were  not 
satisfied.  He,  therefore,  fell  upon  a  new  device,  and  cut  a 
piece  of  flesh  out  of  his  own  thigh,  which  he  roasted  upon  a 
spit,  and  carried  to  the  king  for  venison.  The  king,  think* 
ing  it  to  be  real  venison,  b^an  to  eat  of  it  to  his  great  re- 
freshment, admiring  the  sweetness  of  it,  which  he  fancied 
exceeded  any  flesh  he  ever  had  tasted  before.  At  last,  when 
he  had  fully  satisfied  his  appetite,  he  became  more  cheerful, 
and  in  three  days  was  perfectly  well  again.  Then  the  wind 
standing  fair^  he  got  ready  his  ship,  and  hoisting  sails 
they  pursued  their  voyage,  and  arrived  at  the  city  Ki« 
daieta.      From   thence   they   went  to  king   Salomon,  by 
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whom  thej  were  received  kindly  and  with  nil  suitabl6 
spect ;  and  as  soon  as  he  had  learned  the  occasion  of  their 
coming,  he  made  them  a  promise  of  assistance,  and  spoke  to 
them  as  follows. 

Chap*  V. — The  speech  of  Salomon^  Hng  of  ArmoricOf  to  Cadwatku 

"  It  is  a  grief  to  us,  noble  jouths,  that  the  country  of  your 
ancestors  is  oppressed  by  a  barbarous  nation,  and  that  you 
are  ignominiously  driven  out  of  it.  But  since  other  men  are 
able  to  defend  their  kingdoms,  it  is  a  wonder  your  people 
should  lose  so  fruitful  an  island,  and  not  be  able  to  with- 
stand the  nation  of  the  Angles,  whom  our  countrymen  hold 
in  contempt.  While  the  people  of  this  country  Hved  toge- 
ther with  yours  in  Britain,  they  bore  sway  over  all  the  pro- 
vincial kingdoms,  and  never  could  be  subdued  by  any  nation 
but  the  Romans.  Neither  did  the  Romans  do  this  by  their 
own  power,  as  I  have  been  lately  informed,  but  by  a  dissen- 
sion among  the  nobility  of  the  island.  And  even  the 
Romans,  though  they  held  it  under  their  subjection  for  a 
time,  yet  upon  the  loss  and  slaughter  of  their  rulers,  were 
driven  out  with  disgrace.  But  after  the  Britons  came  into 
this  province  under  the  conduct  of  Maximian  and  Conan, 
those  that  remained  never  had  the  happiness  afterwards  of 
holding  an  uninterrupted  possession  of  the  crown.  For 
though  many  of  their  princes  maintained  the  ancient  dignity 
of  their  ancestors,  yet  their  weak  heirs  that  succeeded, 
though  more  in  number,  entirely  lost  it,  upon  the  invasion 
of  their  enemies.  Therefore  I  am  grieved  for  the  weakness 
of  your  people,  since  we  are  of  the  same  race  with  you,  and 
the  name  of  Britons  is  common  to  you,  and  to  the  nation  that 
bravely  defends  their  country,  which  you  see  at  war  with  all 
its  neighbours." 

Chap.  VI« — CadwalUCt  annter  to  Salomon, 

When  he  had  concluded  his  speech,  Cadwalla,  who  was  a 
little  put  to  the  blush,  answered  him  after  this  manner : 
*' Royal  sir,  whose  descent  is  from  a  race  of  kings,  I  give 
you  many  thanks  for  your  promise  of  assisting  me  to  recover 
my  kingdom.  But  what  you  say  is  a  wonder,  that  my  people 
have  not  maintained  the  dignity  of  their  ancestors,  since  the 
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time  that  the  Britons  came  to  these  provinces,  I  am  far  firom 
thinking  to  be  such.  For  the  noblest  men  of  the  whole 
kingdom  followed  those  leaders,  and  there  remained  only  the 
basa:  sort  to  enjoj  their  honours ;  who  being  raised  to  a 
high  quality,  on  a  sudden  were  puffed  up  above  their  8ta« 
tion ;  and  growing  wanton  with  riches  gave  themselves  up  to 
commit  such  fornication  as  is  not  so  much  as  named  among  the 
Grentiles ;  and  (as  Gildas  the  historian  testifies)  were  not  only 
guilty  of  this  vice,  but  of  all  the  enormities  that  are  incident 
to  haman  nature.  And  what  chiefly  prevailed,  to  the  entire 
overthrow  of  all  goodness,  was  the  hatred  of  truth  with  its 
assertors,  the  love  of  a  lie  with  the  inventors  of  it,  the  em- 
bracing o9  evil  for  good,  the  veneration  of  wickedness  for 
grace,  the  receiving  of  Satan  for  an  angel  of  light.  Kings 
were  anointed,  not  for  the  sake  of  God,  but  such  as  were 
more  cruel  than  the  rest ;  and  were  soon  after  murdered  by 
their  anointers,  without  examination,  having  chosen  others 
yet  more  cruel  in  their  room.  But  if  any  of  them  showed 
any  mildness,  or  seemed  a  favourer  of  truth,  against  him,  as 
the  subverter  of  Britain,  were  all  their  malice  and  their 
weapons  bent  In  short,  things  pleasing  to  God  or  displeas- 
ing, with  them  had  the  same  weight,  even  if  the  worse  were 
not  the  weightier.  Therefore  were  all  affairs  managed  con- 
trary to  public  safety,  as  if  the  true  physician  of  all  had  left 
them  destitute  of  cure.  And  thus  was  every  thing  done 
without  discretion,  and  that  not  only  by  secular  men,  but  by 
the  Lord's  flock  and  its  pastors.  Therefore  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  that  such  a  degenerate  race,  so  odious  to  God  for 
their  vices,  lost  a  country  which  they  had  so  heinously  cor« 
rupted.  For  Grod  was  willing  to  execute  his  vengeance  upon 
them,  by  suffeiing  a  foreign  people  to  come  upon  them,  and 
drive  them  out  of  their  possessions.  Notwithstanding  it 
would  be  a  worthy  act,  if  God  would  permit  it,  to  restore 
our  subjects  to  their  ancient  dignity,  to  prevent  the  reproach 
that  may  be  thrown  upon  our  race,  that  we  were  weak 
rulers,  who  did  not  exert  ourselves  in  our  own  defence. 
And  I  do  the  more  freely  ask  your  assistance,  as  you  are  of 
the  same  blood  with  us.  For  the  great  Malgo,  who  was  the 
fourth  king  of  Britain  after  Arthur,  had  two  sons,  named 
Ennianus  and  Buno»  Ennianus  begot  Belin;  Belin,  Jago; 
Jago^  Cadwan,  who  was  my  father.     RunO|  who^  after  his 
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brother's  deaths  was  driven  out  by  the  Saxons,  came  to  this 
province  and  bestowed  his  daughter  on  duke  Hoel,  the  son 
of  that  great  Hod  who  shared  with  Arthur  in  his  conquests. 
Of  her  was  born  Alan ;  of  Alan,  Hoel  your  fSEtther,  who 
while  he  lived  was  a  terror  to  all  GauL" 

Chap.  Yil* — Brian  kUh  Edwin's  magician* 

In  the  meantime,  while  he  was  spending  the  winter  with 
Salomon,  they  entered  into  a  resolution,  that  Brian  should 
pass  over  into  Britain,  and  take  some  method  to  kill  Edwin's 
magician,  lest  he  might  by  his  usual  art  inform  him  of  Cad- 
walla's  coming.  And  when  with  this  design  he  had  arrived 
at  Hamo's  Fort,  he  took  upon  him  the  habit  of  a  poor  man, 
and  made  himself  a  staff  of  iron  sharp  at  the  end,  with 
which  he  might  kill  the  magician  if  he  should  happen  to 
meet  with  him.  From  thence  he  went  to  York,  where  Ed- 
win then  resided ;  and  having  entered  that  city  joined  him- 
self to  the  poor  people  that  waited  for  alms  before  the  king  s 
gate.  But  as  he  was  going  to  and  fro,  it  happened  that  his 
sister  came  out  of  the  hdl,  with  a  basin  in  her  hand,  to 
fetch  water  for  the  queen.  She  had  been  taken  by  Edwin 
at  the  city  of  Worcester,  when  after  Cadwalla's  flight  he 
was  acting  his  hostilities  upon  the  provinces  of  the  Britons. 
As  she  was  therefore  passing  by  Brian,  he  immediately  knew 
her,  and,  breaking  forth  into  tears,  called  to  her  with  a  low 
voice ;  at  which  the  damsel  turning  her  face,  was  in  doubt  at 
first  who  it  could  be,  but  upon  a  nearer  approach  discovered 
it  to  be  her  brother,  and  was  near  falling  into  a  swoon,  for 
fear  that  he  might  by  some  unlucky  accident  be  known  and 
taken  by  the  enemy.  She  therefore  refrained  from  saluting 
him,  or  entering  into  familiar  discourse  with  him,  but  told 
him,  as  if  she  was  talking  upon  some  other  subject,  the 
state  of  the  court,  and  showed  him  the  magician,  that  he 
was  inquiring  for,  who  was  at  that  very  time  walking  among 
the  poor  people,  while  the  alms  were  being  distributed 
among  them.  Brian,  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  knowledge  of 
the  man,  ordered  his  sister  to  steal  out  privately  from  her 
apartment  the  night  following,  and  come  to  him  near  an  old 
church  without  the  city,  where  he  would  conceal  himself  in 
expectation  of  her.  Then  dismissing  her,  he  thrust  himself 
ia  among  the  crowd  of  poor  people,  in  that  part  where  Pel- 
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litus  was  placing  them.  And  the  same  moment  he  got 
access  to  hun,  he  lifted  up  his  stafi^  and  at  once  gave  him  a 
stab  under  the  breast  which  killed  him.  This  done,  he  threw 
awaj  his  staff,  and  passed  among  the  rest  undistinguished 
and  unsuspected  by  any  of  the  bj-standers,  and  hj  good  pro- 
vidence got  to  the  place  of  concealment  which  he  had  ap- 
pointed. His  sister,  when  night  came  on,  endeavoured  all 
she  could  to  get  out,  but  was  not  able ;  because  Edwin,  being 
terrified  at  the  killing  of  Fellitus,  had  set  a  strict  watch 
about  the  court,  who,  making  a  narrow  search,  refused  to  let 
her  go  out.  When  Brian  found  this,  he  retired  from  that 
place,  and  went  to  Exeter,  where  he  called  together  the 
Britons,  and  told  them  what  he  had  done.  Afterwards  hav- 
ing despatched  away  messengers  to  Cadwalla,  he  fortified 
that  city,  and  sent  word  to  all  the  British  nobility,  that  they 
should  bravely  defend  their  cities  and  towns,  and  joyfully 
expect  Cadwalla's  coming  to  their  relief  in  a  short  time  with 
auxiliary  forces  from  Salomon.  Upon  the  spreading  of  this 
news  over  the  whole  island,  Fenda,  king  of  the  Mercians, 
with  a  very  great  army  of  Saxons,  came  to  Exeter,  and  be- 
sieged Brian. 

CuiP.  VIII. — Cadwalla  take*  Penda,  and  routs  his  army. 

In  the  meantime  Cadwalla  arrived  with  ten  thousand  men, 
whom  king  Salomon  had  delivered  to  him  ;  and  with  them 
he  marched  straight  to  the  siege  against  king  Fenda.  But, 
as  he  was  going,  he  divided  his  forces  into  four  parts,  and 
then  made  no  delay  to  advance  and  join  battle  with  the 
enemy,  wherein  Fenda  was  forthwith  taken,  and  his  army 
routed.  For,  finding  no  other  way  for  his  own  safety,  he 
surrendered  himself  to  Cadwalla,  and  gave  hostages,  with  a 
promise  that  he  would  assist  him  against  the  Saxons.  Cad- 
walla, after  this  success  against  him,  summoned  together  his 
nobility,  that  had  been  a  long  time  in  a  decaying  state,  and 
marched  to  Northumberland  against  Edwio,  and  made  con- 
tinual devastations  in  that  country.  When  Edwin  was  in- 
formed of  it,  he  assembled  all  the  petty  kings  of  the  Angles, 
and  meeting  the  Britons  in  a  field  called  Heathfield,*  presently 
gave  them  battle,  but  was  killed,  and  almost  all  the  people 

See  Bede*t  Ecclcs.  Hist.  p.  106. 
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with  him,  together  with  Osfrid,  his  son,  and  Grodbold,  king 
of  the  Orkneys,  who  had  come  to  their  assistance. 

Chip.  IX^^-Cadwalla  kilb  Osric  and  Aidan  in  fight. 

Having  thus  obtained  the  victory,  CadwaUa  marched  through 
the  provinces  of  the  Angles,  and  committed  such  outrages 
upon  the  Saxons,  that  he  neither  spared  age  nor  sex  ;  for  his 
resolution  being  to  extirpate  the  whole  race  out  of  Britain, 
all  that  he  found  he  put  to  extreme  tortures.  After  this  he 
had  a  battle  with  Osric,  Edwin's  successor,  and  killed  him 
together  with  his  two  nephews,  who  ought  to  have  reigned 
after  him.  He  also  killed  Aidan,  king  of  the  Scots,  who 
came  to  their  assistance. 

Chap.  X. — Oswald  routt  Penda  infighi,  but  it  killed  by  Cadwalla  coming 

in  upon  him, 

Theib  deaths  made  room  for  Oswald  to  succeed  to  the  king- 
dom  of  Northumberland ;  but  Cadwalla  drove  him,  with  the 
rest  that  had  given  him  disturbance,  to  the  very  wall  which 
the  emperor  Severus  had  formerly  built  between  Britain  and 
Scotland.  Afterwards  he  sent  Penda,  king  of  the  Mercians, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  his  army,  to  the  same  place,  to  give 
him  batUe.  But  Oswald,  as  he  was  besieged  one  night  by 
Penda,  in  the  place  called  Heavenfield,  that  is,  the  Heavenly 
Field,*  set  up  there  our  Lord's  cross,  and  commanded  his 
men  to  speak  with  a  very  loud  voice  these  words  :  "  Let  us 
all  kneel  down,  and  pray  the  Almighty,  living  and  true 
Gk)d,  to  defend  us  from  the  proud  army  of  the  king  of  Britain, 
and  his  wicked  leader  Penda.  For  he  knows  how  justly  we 
wage  this  war  for  the  safety  of  our  people."  They  all  there- 
fore did  as  he  commanded  them,  and  advanced  at  break  of 
day  against  the  enemy,  and  by  their  faith  gained  the  victor}'. 
Cadwalla,  upon  hearing  this  news,  being  inflamed  with  rage, 
assembled  his  army,  and  went  in  pursuit  of  the  holy  king 
Oswald  ;  and  in  a  battle  which  he  had  with  him  at  a  place 
called  Bume,  Penda  broke  in  upon  him  and  killed  him. 

CbjlF.  XI«-<-Olftf!y  $ubmil$  to  CadwaUa,  Penda  detiree  leave  qf  Cadwalla 

to  tnoke  war  against  him, 

Oswald,  with  many  thousands  of  his  men,  being  killed,  his 
brother  Oswy  succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom  of  Northumber^ 

•  See  Bede'i  Eccles.  Hift  p.  110. 
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land,*  and  by  making  large  presents  of  gold  and  silver  to 
Cadwallo,  who  was  now  possessed  of  the  government  of  all 
Britain,  made  his  peace  and  submission  to  him.  Upon  this 
Alfrid,  his  brother,  and  Ethelwald,f  his  brother's  son,  b^an 
an  insurrection  ;  but,  not  being  able  to  hold  out  against  him^ 
they  fled  to  Penda,  king  of  the  Mercians,  desiring  him  to 
assemble  his  army  and  pass  the  Humber  with  them,  that  he 
might  deprive  Oswy  of  his  kingdom.  But  Penda,  fearing  to 
break  the  peace,  which  Cadwalla  had  settled  through  the 
kingdom  of  Britain,  deferred  beginning  any  disturbance  with- 
out his  leave,  till  he  could  some  way  work  him  up,  either  to 
make  war  himself  upon  Oswy,  or  allow  him  the  liberty  of 
doing  it.  At  a  certain  Pentecost  therefore,  when  Cadwalla 
was  celebrating  that  festival  at  London,  and  for  the  greater 
solemnity  wore  the  crown  of  Britain,  all  the  kings  of  the 
Angles,  excepting  only  Oswy,  being  present,  as  also  all  the 
dukes  of  the  Britons  ;  Penda  went  to  the  king,  and  inquired 
of  him  the  reason,  why  Oswy  alone  was  wanting,  when  all 
the  princes  of  the  Saxons  were  present.  Cadwalla  answered, 
that  his  sickness  was  the  cause  of  it ;  to  which  the  other 
replied,  that  he  had  sent  over  to  Grermany  for  more  Saxons, 
to  revenge  the  death  of  his  brother  Oswald  upon  them  both. 
He  told  him  further,  that  he  had  broken  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  as  being  the  sole  author  of  the  war  and  dissension 
among  them  ;  since  Ethelfnd,  king  of  Northumberland,  and 
Ethelwald,  his  brother's  son,  had  been  by  him  harassed  with 
a  war,  and  driven  out  of  their  own  country.  He  also  desired 
leave,  either  to  kill  him,  or  banish  him  the  kingdom. 

Chap.  XIL — Cadwalla  is  advised  to  suffer  Penda  to  make  an  insurrection 

against  Ostcy, 

This  matter  caused  the  king  to  enter  upon  much  deliberation, 
and  hold  a  private  consultation  with  his  intimate  friends, 
what  course  to  take.  Among  the  rest  that  offered  their  pro- 
posals, Mai^adud,  king  of  the  Dimetians,  spoke  as  follows : 
— "  Royal  sir,  since  you  have  proposed  to  expel  the  race  of 
the  Angles  from  the  coasts  of  Britain,  why  do  you  alter  your 
rasolution,  and  suffer  them  to  continue  in  peace  among  us  ? 
At  least  you  should  permit  them  to  fall  out  among  them- 

*  Or  Beriudm,  tee  Bede,  p.  191.  t  Who  reigned  o^er  the  Deiri* ; 
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Kelyo9,  and  let  our  country  owe  its  deliverance  to  '.teir  own 
civil  broils.  No  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  one  that  is  treach- 
erous, and  is  continually  la3ring  snares  for  him  to  whom  he 
owes  fidelity.  Such  have  the  Saxons  always  been  to  our 
nation,  from  the  very  first  time  of  their  coming  among  us. 
What  faith  ought  we  to  keep  with  them  ?  Let  Penda  imme- 
diately have  leave  to  go  against  Oswy,  that  by  this  civil  dis- 
sension and  destruction  of  one  another,  our  island  may  get 
rid  of  them. 

Cbap.  XIII. — Penda  it  killed  by  Otwp*    Ca^walla  diet. 

By  these  and  other  words  to  the  same  effect,  Cadwalla  was 

prevailed  upon  to  grant  the  permission  desired.     And  Penda, 

having  assembled  a  vast  army,  went  to  the  Humber,  and 

laying  waste  that  country,  began  a  fierce  war  upon  the  king. 

Oswy  was  at  last  reduced  to  such  extremity,  that  he  was 

forced  to  promise  him  innumerable  royal  ornaments,   and 

other  presents  more  than  one  would  believe,  if  he  would 

desist  from  ruining  his  country,  and  return  home  without 

committing  any  more  hostilities.     But  when  the  other  could 

by  no  entreaties  be  prevailed  upon  to  do  it,  the  king,  in  hopes 

of  divine  assistance,  though  he  had  a  less  army,  however, 

gave  him  battle  near  the  River  Winwid,  and  having  killed 

Penda  and  thirty  other  commanders,   gained  the  victory. 

Penda's  son  Wulfred,  by  a  graitt  from  Cadwalla,  succeeded 

to  the  kingdom,  and  joining  with  Eafa  and  Eadbert,   t^vo  "^  yf 

leaders  of  the  Mercians,  rebelled  against  Oswy ;  but  at  last, 

by  Cadwalla's  command,  made  peace  with  him.     At  length, 

after  forty-eight  years  were  expired,  that  most  noble  and 

[jotent  king  of  the  Britons,  Cadwalla,  being  grown  infirm  with 

age  and  sickness,  departed  this  life  upon  the  fifteenth  before 

the  kalends  of  December.     The  Britons  embalmed  his  body, 

and  placed  it  with  wonderful  art  in  a  brazen  statue,  which 

was  cast  according  to  the  measure   of  ,his  stature.     This 

sta^tue  they  set  up  with  complete  armour,  on  an  admirable  and 

beautiful  brazen  horse,  over  the  western  gate  of  London,  for 

a  monument  of  the  above-mentioned  victory,  and  for  a  terror 

to  the  Saxons.     They  also  built  under  it  a  church  in  honour 

of  St.  Martin,  in  which  divine  ceremonies  are  celebrated  for 

him  and  the  others  who  departed  in  the  faith. 
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Chap.  XlV.'—Cadwallader  tucceeds  Cadwalla. 

He  was  succeeded  in  the  kingdom  bj  Cadwallader,*  his  soi^ 
whom  Bede  calls  the  youth  Ellidwalda.  At  first  he  main* 
tained  the  government  with  peace  and  honour ;  but  aflter 
twelve  years'  enjoyment  of  the  crown,  he  fell  into  a  fit  of 
sickness,  and  a  civil  war  broke  out  among  the  Britons.  His 
mother  was  Penda's  sister,  by  the  same  father  but  a  different 
mother,  descended  from  the  noble  race  of  the  Gewisseans. 
For  Cadwalla,  after  his  reconciliation  with  her  brother,  made 
her  the  partner  of  his  bed,  and  had  Cadwallader  by  her. 

Chap.  XV.— 7%^  Britons  are  compelled,  hypeitilenee  and  famine,  to  leave 

Britain.    Cadwaliader's  lamentation. 

During  his  sickness,  the  Britons,  (as  we  said  before,)  quar- 
relling  among  themselves,  made  a  wicked  destruction  of  a 
rich  country ;  and  this  again  was  attended  with  another  mis- 
fortune. For  this  besotted  people  was  punished  with  a 
grievous  and  memorable  famine  ;  so  that  every  province  was 
destitute  of  all  sustenance,  except  what  could  be  taken  in 
hunting.  After  the  famine  followed  a  terrible  pestilence, 
which  in  a  short  time  destroyed  such  multitudes  of  people^ 
that  the  living  were  not  sufficient  to  bury  the  dead.  Those 
of  them  that  remained,  fiying  their  country  in  whole  troops 
together,  went  to  the  countries  beyond  the  sea,  and  while 
they  were  under  sail,  they  with  a  mournful  howling  voice 
sang,  **  Thou  hast  given  us,  O  God,  like  sheep  appointed  for 
meat,  and  hast  scattered  us  among  the  heathen."  Also  Cad- 
wallader  himself,  in  his  voyage,  with  his  miserable  feet  to 
Armorica,  made  this  addition  to  the  lamentation,  "  Woe  to 
OS  sinners,  for  our  grievous  impieties,  wherewith  we  have 
not  ceased  to  provoke  God,  while  we  had  space  for  repent- 
ancc.  Therefore  the  revenge  of  his  power  lies  heavy  upon 
us,  and  drives  us  out  of  our  native  soil,  which  neither  the 
liomans  of  old,  nor  the  Scots  or  Picts  afterwards,  nor  yet 
he  treacherous  Saxons  with  all  their  craft,  were  able  to  do. 
But  in  vain  have  we  reoovered  our  coundy  so  often  from 
them ;  since  it  was  not  the  will  of  God  that  we  should  per- 

*  VxohMy  the  BSine  as  Cedwalla,  king  of  Wessex,  noticed  by  Bed« 
•nd  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  although  the  BritiBh  and  Sax<m  authoritiet  differ 
ui  their  genealogical  ttatementa. 
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petually  hold  the  govemment  of  it.  He  who  is  the  true  Judge, 
when  he  saw  we  were  by  no  means  to  bo  reclaimed  from  our 
wickedness,  and  that  no  human  power  could  expel  our  race, 
was  willing  to  chastise  our  folly  himself ;  and  has  turned  his 
anger  against  us,  by  which  we  are  driven  out  in  crowds 
from  our  native  country.  Return,  therefore,  ye  Romans ; 
return,  Scots  and  Picts  ;  return,  Ambrons  and  Saxons  :  be- 
hold, Britain  lies  open  to  you,  being  by  the  wrath  of  God 
made  desolate,  which  you  were  never  able  to  do.  It  is  not 
your  valour  that  expels  us  ;  but  the  power  of  the  supreme 
King,  whom  we  have  never  ceased  to  provoke." 

Chap.  XVI. — CadwaUader  with  his  people  goes  to  Alan,    The  Saxons 

seize  all  Britain, 

With  these  dolorous  complaints  he  arrived  at  the  Armorican 
coast,  and  went  with  his  whole  company  to  king  Alan,  the 
nephew  of  Salomon  by  whom  he  was  honourably  received.  Se 
that  Britain,  being  now  destitute  of  its  ancient  inhabitants,  ex- 
cepting a  few  in  Wales  that  escaped  the  general  mortality, 
became  a  frightful  place  even  to  the  Britons  themselves  for 
eleven  years  after.  Neither  was  it  at  the  same  time  more 
favourable  to  the  Saxons,  who  died  in  it  without  intermission. 
Notwithstanding  the  remainder  of  them,  after  this  raging 
plague  was  ceased,  according  to  their  old  custom  sent  word 
over  to  their  countrymen,  that  the  island  of  Britain  was  now 
freed  of  its  native  inhabitants,  and  lay  open  to  them,  if  they 
would  come  over  and  inhabit  it.  As  soon  as  they  had  re« 
ceived  this  information,  that  odious  people,  gathering  together 
an  innumerable  multitude  of  men  and  women,  arrived  in 
Northumberland,  and  inhabited  the  provinces  that  lay  deso- 
late  from  Albania  to  ComwalL  For  there  was  now  nobody 
to  hinder  them,  excepting  the  poor  remains  of  the  Britons, 
who  continued  together  in  the  thickets  of  the  woods  in  Wales. 
From  that  time  the  power  of  the  Britons  ceased  in  the  island, 
and  the  Angles  began  their  reign. 

Chap.  XVIL— Cbc/toa/Zod^  is  by  the  voice  qf  am  anjfel  deterred  from 

returning  to  Britain. 

After  some  time,  when  the  people  had  recovered  strength, 
CadwaUader,  being  mindful  of  his  kingdom,  which  was  now 
free  from  the  contagion  of  the  pestilence,  desired  assistance 

V 
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of  Alan  towards  the  recovery  of  his  dominions.  The  king 
granted  his  request ;  but  as  he  was  getting  ready  a  fleeti  he 
was  conunanded  by  the  loud  voice  of  an  angel  to  desist  from 
I  his  enterprise.  For  God  was  not  willing  that  the  Britons 
should  reign  any  longer  in  the  island,  before  the  time  came  of 
which  Merlin  prophetically  foretold  Arthur.  It  also  com- 
manded him  to  go  to  Rome  to  pope  Sergius,  where,  after 
doing  penance,  he  should  be  enrolled  among  the  saints.  It 
told  him  withal,  that  the  Britons,  by  the  merit  of  their  faith, 
should  again  recover  the  island,  when  the  time  decreed  for 
it  was  come.  But  this  would  not  be  accomplished  before 
they  should  be  possessed  of  his  reliques,  and  transport  them 
from  Rome  into  Britain.  At  the  same  time  also  the  reliques 
of  the  other  saints  should  be  found,  which  had  been  hidden 
on  account  of  the  invasion  of  pagans  ;  and  then  at  last  would 
they  recover  their  lost  kingdom.  When  the  holy  prince  had 
received  the  heavenly  message,  he  went  straight  to  king  Alan, 
and  gave  him  an  account  of  what  had  been  told  him* 

Chap.  Xyill,^<)athoaUader  (foet  io  Rome  and  dies. 

JThbn  Alan  had  recourse  to  several  books,  as  the  prophecies 
of  the  eagle  that  prophesied  at  Shaflesbury,  and  the  verses 
of  Sibyl  and  Merlin  ;  and  made  diligent  search  in  them,  to 
see  whether  the  revelation  made  to  Cadwallader  agreed  with 
those  written  oracles.  And  when  h)  could  find  nothing 
contradictory  to  it,  he  admonished  Cadwallader  to  submit  to 
the  divine  dispensation,  and  laying  aside  the  thoughts  of 
Britain,  perform  what  the  angelicfd  voice  had  commanded 
him.  But  he  urged  him  to  send  his  son  Ivor  and  his  nephew 
Ini  over  into  the  island,  to  govern  the  remainder  of  the 
Britons  ;  lest  a  nation,  descended  of  so  ancient  a  race,  should 
lose  their  liberty  by  the  incursions  of  barbarians.  Then 
Cadwallader,  renouncing  worldly  cares  for  the  sake  of  Grod 
and  hb  everlasting  kingdom,  went  to  Rome,  and  wa?  con- 
firmed by  pope  Sei^us  :  and  being  seized  with  a  sudden  ill- 
ness, was,  upon  the  twelfth  before  the  kalends  of  May,  in  the 
six  hundred  and  eighty-ninth  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation 
freed  from  the  corruption  of  the  flesh,  and  admitted  into  tha 
glories  of  the  haayenl/  kingdouk 


vi 
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CoAP.  XlX»—The  two  Britons^  Ivor  and  Ini^  in  vain  aitack  the  natwm 
qf  the  Angleu    Athelstan  thefirtt  king  qf  the  Anglee* 

As  soon  as  iTor  and  Ini  had  got  together  their  ships,  they 
with  all  the  forces  they  could  raise,  arrived  in  the  ishmd,  and 
for  for^-nine  years  together  fiercely  attacked  the  nation  of 
(he  Angles,  but  to  little  purpose.  For  the  above-mentioned 
mortality  and  famine,  together  with  the  inveterate  spirit  oi 
faction  that  was  among  them,  had  made  this  proud  people  so 
much  degenerate,  that  they  were  not  able  to  gain  any  advan- 
tage of  the  enemy.  And  being  now  also  overrun  with  bar- 
barism, they  were  no  longer  called  Britons,  but  Gualenses, 
Welshmen  ;  a  word  derived  either  from  Gualo  their  leader, 
or  Guales  their  queen,  or  from  their  barbarism.  But  the 
Saxons  managed  affairs  with  more  prudence,  maintained 
|)eace  and  concord  among  themselves,  tilled  their  grounds, 
rebuilt  their  cities  and  towns,  and  so  throwing  off  the  dcnii- 
iiion  of  the  Britons,  bore  sway  over  all  Loegria,  under  their 
leader  Athelstan,  who  first  wore  a  crown  amongHt  them. 
But  the  Welshmen,  being  very  much  degenerated  from  the 
nobility  of  the  Britons,  never  after  recovered  the  monarcliy 
of  the  island  ;  on  the  contrary,  by  quarrels  among  themselves, 
and  wars  with  the  Saxons,  their  country  was  a  perpetual 
scene  of  misery  and  slaughter. 

CuAP.  XX. — Geoffrey  qf  Monmouth* t  eonci-Mion. 

But  as  for  the  kings  that  have  succeeded  among  them  in 
Wales,  since  that  time,  I  leave  the  history  of  them  to  Cara- 
doc  of  Lancarvan,  my  contemi)orary  ;  as  I  do  also  the  kings 
of  the  Saxons  to  William  of  Malmcsbury,  and  Henry  of 
Huntingdon.  But  I  advise  them  to  be  silent  concerning  the 
kings  of  the  Britons,*  since  they  have  not  that  book  written 

*  This  advice  might  he  thought  judicious,  if  we  could  be  penuaded  of 
the  authenticity  of  Geoffrey's  cherished  discovery,  but  there  are  lamentabU* 
defects,  of  a  grave  character,  attending  upon  this  British  volume. 

1.  It  was  first  made  knoim  six  hundr^  years  after  the  events  which  it 
relates. 

2.  No  MS.  copy  is  now  in  existence  nor  any  record  of  its  ever  hav^ 
Iwen  multiplied  by  transcription. 

8.  It  relates  stories  utterly  at  variance  with  acknowledged  histoty. 
4.  It  abounds  in  mixaculous  stories^  which|  like  iMven^  fen&«ttl  aii^  eo^ 
hiBt  tM  whole  masit 
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in  the  British  tongue,  which  Walter,  archdeacon  of  Oxford^ 
brought  out  of  Brittanj,  and  which  being  n  true  histoijy 
published  in  honour  of  those  princes,  I  have  thus  taken  care 
to  translate. 

6.  It  laboun  under  great  suspicion  from  the  mendacious  character  of 
the  people,  whose  credit  it  was  written  to  support. 

With  these  remarks  we  leave  the  work  to  the  consideration  of  the  reader, 
who  maj  compare  it,  if  he  likes,  with  the  Chronicles  of  Gildas  and  Na* 
wmBf  which  form  the  next  iwrtions  of  this  volume. 
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« SAPIENS,"  OR  THE  VnCSE. 


I.  THE  PREFACE. 

§  1.  Whatever  in  this  mj  epistle  I  may  write  in  my 

humble  but  well-meaning  manner,  rather  by  way  of  lament-  ^ 

ation  than  for  display,  let  no  one  suppose  that  it  springs 

from  contempt  of  others,  or  that  I  fooUshly  esteem  mysdf 

»ns  better  than  they; — ^for,  alas !  the  subject  of  my  complaint  .  ^ .  r t.joT 
is  the  general  destruction  of  every  thing  that  is  good,  aiid  ^ 
the  general  growth  of  evil  throughout  the  land  ; — ^but  that;  I 
would  condole  with  my  country  in  her  distress  and  rejoice  to  ^ 
see  her  revive  therefrom :  for  it  is  my  present  purpose  to   y 
relate  the  deeds  of  an  indolent  and  slol^M  race,  rather  than 
the  exploits  of  those  who  have  been  valiant  in  the  field.*    I 
liavc  kept  silence,  I  confess,  with  much  mental  anguish, 
compunction  of  feeling  and  contrition  of  heart,  whilst  I 
revolved  all  these  things  within  myself;  and,  as  God  the 
searcher  of  the  reins  is  witness,  for  the  space  of  even  ten 
years  or  more,  [  f  my  inexperience,  as  at  present  also,  and 
my  unworthiness  preventing  me  from  taking  upon  myself 
the  character  of  a  censor.    But  I  read  how  the  illustrious 

*  Notwithstanding  this  lemark  of  Gildas,  the  Britons  must  have  shown     . 
great  braveiy  and  resolution  in  their  battles  against  the  Saxons,  or  Uiey     • 
would  not  have  resisted  their  encroachments  so  long.    When  GUldas  was 
wtitfeg,  a  hundred  years  had  elapsed,  and  the  Britons  still  possessed  a  Isigt 
fottion  of  their  natiTe  coontiy. 

t  AH  that  follow^  cndos^  within  bncketi^  np  to  page  398,  is  osiitted 
cofka 
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lawgiver,  for  one  word's  doubting,  was  not  aUowed  to  enter 
the  desired  land ;  that  the  sons  of  the  high-priest,  for  placing 
strange  fire  upon  God's  altar,  were  cut  off  hj  a  speedy  death; 
that  God's  people,  for  breaking  the  law  of  God,  save  two 
only,  were  slain  by  wild  beasts,  by  fire  and  sword  in  the 
desei:ts  of  Arabia,  though  God  had  so  loved  them  that  he 
had  made  a  way  for  them  through  the  Bed  Sea,  had  fed 
them  with  bread  from  heaven,  and  water  from  the  rock,  and 
by  the  lifting  up  of  a  hand  merely  had  made  their  armies 
invincible ;  and  then,  when  they  had  crossed  the  Jordan 
and  entered  the  unknown  land,  and  the  walls  of  the  city 
had  fallen  down  flat  at  the  sound  only  of  a  trumpet,  the 
taking  of  a  cloak  and  a  little  gold  from  the  accursed  things 
qaused  the  deaths  of  many :  and  again  the  breach  of  their 
treaty  with  the  Gibeonites,  though  that  treaty  had  been 
obtained  by  fraud,  brought  destruction  upon  many ;  and  I 
took  warning  from  the  sins  of  the  people  which  called  down 
'  ^vX>KA^  upon  them  the  reprehensions  of  the  prophets  and  also  of 
\V^  ,^OtN  Jeremiah,  with  his  fourfold  Lamentations  written  in  alpha- 
Jj^AS:)^  isi  <^  betic  order.  I  saw  moreover  in  my  own  time,  as  that  prophet 
A^^  abo  had  crmiplained,  that  the  city  had  sat  down  lone  and 

^^^^^^^^^^^>}vidowed,  wliich  before  was  full  of  people ;  that  the  queen 
V>^^>^l5^7^,of  nations  and  the  princess  of  provinces  (t.  e.  the  church), 
had  been  made  tributary ;  that  the  gold  was  obscured,  and 
the  most  excellent  colour  (which  is  the  brightness  of  God's 
word)  changed ;  that  the  sons  of  Sion  (t.  e,  of  holy  mother 
church),  once  famous  and  clothed  in  the  finest  gold,  grovelled, 
in  dung  ;  and  what  added  intolerably  to  the  weight  of  grief 
of  that  illustrious  man,  and  to  mine,  though  but  an  abject,- 
whilst  he  had  thus  mourned  them  in  their  happy  and 
prosperous  condition,  "Her  Nazarites  were  fairer  than 
snow,  more  ruddy  than  old  ivory,  more  beautiful  than  the 
sapphire."  These  and  many  other  passages  in  the  ancient 
Scriptures  I  r^arded  as  a  kind  of  mi^r  of  human  life,  and 
I  turned  also  to  the  New,  wherein  I  read  more  clearly  what 
perhaps  to  me  before  was  dark,  for  the  darkness  fled,  and 
truth  shed  her  steady  light — I  read  therein  that  the  Lord 
had  said,  "  I  came  not  but  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house 
of  Israel ; "  and  on  the  other  hand,  "  But  the  children  of  this 
kingdom  shall  be  east  out  into  outer  darkness ;  there  shall 
be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth : "  and  again,  "  It  is  nof 
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good  to  take  tho  children's  meat  and  to  gi^o  it  to  do^ :" 
alsoy  "  Woe  to  yon,  scribes  and  pharisees,  hypocrites  1 "  I 
heard  how  ^^many  shall  come  from  the  east  and  the  west, 
and  shall  sit  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  : "  and  on  the  contrary,  "  I  will  then  say 
to  them,  *  Depart  from  me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity  T "  I 
read,  ^^  Blessed  are  the  barren,  and  the  teats  which  have  not 
given  suck  ;  **  and  on  the  contrary,  "  Those,  who  were  ready, 
entered  with  him  to  the  wedding ;  afterwards  came  the  other 
virgins  also,  saying  ^  Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us :'  to  whom  it 
was  answered,  *I  do  not  know  you.'"  I  heard,  forsooth, 
"Whoever  shall  believe  and  be  baptized,  shall  be  saved, 
but  whoever  shall  not  believe  shall  be  damned."  I  read 
in  the  words  of  the  apostle  that  the  branch  of  the  wild 
olive  was  grafted  upon  the  good  olive,  but  should  never- 
theless be  cut  off  from  the  communion  of  the  root  of  its 
fatness,  if  it  did  not  hold  itself  in  fear,  but  entertained 
lofty  thoughts.  I  knew  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  but  I  also 
feared  his  judgment :  I  praised  his  grace,  but  I  feared  the 
rendering  to  every  man  according  to  his  works  :  perceiving  y 
the  sheep  of  the  same  fold  to  be  different,  I  deservedly  com- 
mended Peter  for  his  entire  confession  of  Christ,  but  called 
Judas  most  wretched,  for  his  love  of  covetousness :  I  thought 
Stephen  most  glorious  on  account  of  the  palm  of  martyrdom, 
but  Nicholas  wretched  for  his  mark  of  unclean  heresy :  I 
read  assuredly,  "They  had  all  things  common:"  but  likewise 
also,  as  it  is  written,  "  Why  hav«  ye  conspired  to  tempt  the 
Spirit  of  Grod  ? "  I  saw,  on  the  other  hand,  how  much 
security  had  grown  upon  the  men  of  our  time,  as  if  there  • 
were  nothing  to  cause  them  fear.  These  things,  therefore, 
and  many  more  which  for  brevity's  sake  we  have  determined 
to  omit,  I  revolved  again  and  j^ain  in  my  amazed  mind  with 
compunction  in  my  heart,  and  (T  thought  to  myself,  "  If  God's 
peculiar  people,  chosen  from  all  the  people  of  the  world,  the 
royal  seed,  and  holy  nation,  to  whom  he  had  said,  *  My  first- 
begotten  Israel,'  its  priests,  prophets,  and  kings,  throughout 
so  many  ages,  his  servant  and  aposUe,  and  the  members  of  |.' 
his  primitive  church,  were  not  spared  when  they  deviated 
from  the  right  path,  what  will  he  do  to  the  darkness  of  this 
our  ag^  in  which,  besides  all  the  huge  and  heinous  sins, 
which  it  hus  in  common  with  nl}  thQ  wielded  of  the  world 
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committed,  is  found  an  innate,  indelible,  and  irremediable 
load  of  folly  and  inconstancy  ?  *    "  What,  wretched  man  (I 
say  to  myself)  is  it  given  to  yon,  as  if  you  were  an  illustrious 
and  learned  teacher,  to  oppose  the  force  of  so  violent  a 
torrent,  and  keep  the  charge  committed  to  you  against  such 
a  series  of  inveterate  crimes  which  has  sprc^  far  and  wide, 
without  interruption,  for  so  many  years  ?    Hold  thy  peace : 
to  do  otherwise^  is  to  tell  the  foot  to  see,  and  the  hand  to 
speak.     Britain  has  rulers,  and  she  has  watchmen :  why  dost 
thou  incline  thyself  thus  uselessly  to  prate  ?  **   She  has  such, 
I  say,  not  too  many,  perhaps,  but  surely  not  too  few :  but, 
because  they  are  bent  down  and  pressed  beneath  so  heavy  a 
burden,  they  have  not  time  allowed  them  to  take  breath. 
My  senses,  dierefore,  as  if  feeling  a  portion  of  my  debt  and 
obligation,  preoccupied  themselves  with  such  objections,  and 
with  others  yet  more  strong.     They  struggled,  as  I  said,  no 
short  time,  in  a  fearful  strait,  whilst  I  read,  "  There  is  a  time 
for  speaking,  and  a  time  for  keeping  silence.''    At  length, 
the  creditor's  side  prevailed  and  bore  off  the  victory :  if 
(said  he)  thou  art  not  bold  enough  to  be  marked  with  the 
comely  mark  of  golden  liberty  among  the  prophetic  creatures, 
kWho  enjoy  the  rank  as  reasoning  beings  next  to  the  angels, 
refuse  not  the  inspiration  of  the  understanding  ass,  to  that 
day  dumb,  which  would  not  carry  forward  the  tiara'd  magi- 
cian who  was  going  to  curse  Grod's  people,  but  in  the  narrow 
pass  of  the  vineyard  crushed  his  loosened  foot,  and  thereby 
felt  the  lash ;  and  though  he  was,  with  his  ungrateful  and 
furious  hand,  against  right  justice,  beating  her  innocent 
sides,  she  pointed  out  to  him  the  heavenly  messenger  holding 
the  naked  sword,  and  standing  in  his  way,  though  he  had  not 
seen  him.] 

VHierefore  in  zeal  for  the  house  of  Grod  and  for  his  holy 
law,  constrained  either  by  the  reasonings  of  my  own  thoughts, 
or  by  the  pious  entreaties  of  my  brethren,  I  now  discharge 
the  debt  so  long  exacted  of  me  ;  humble,  indeed,  in  style, 
but  faithful,  as  I  think,  and  friendly  to  all  Christ's  youthful 
soldiers,  but  severe  and  insupportable  to  foolish  apostates ; 
the  former  of  whom,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  will  receive  the 
same  with  tears  flowing  from  Gk>d's  love ;  but  the  others  with 
sorrow,  such  fis  is  extorted  from  the  indignation  and  pusil* 
knimitjr  of  a  convicted  conscience- 
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§  2.  I  will,  therefore,  if  Gocl  be  willing,  endeayour  to  say 
a  few  words  about  the  situation  of  Britain,  her  disobedience 
and  subjection,  her  rebellion,  second  subjection  and  dreadfcd  v^ 
aUyery— -of  her  religion,  persecution,  holj  martyrs^  heresioa 
of  different  kinds — of  her  tyrants,  her  two  hostile  and 
ravaging  nations— of  her  first  devastation,  her  defence,  her 
second  devastation  and  second  taking  vengeance — of  her 
third  devastation,  of  her  famine,  and  the  letters  to  Agitius  * 
— of  her  victory  and  her  crimes — of  the  sudden  mmour  of 
enemies — of  her  famous  pestilenco— of  her  counsels — Df  her 
last  enemy,  far  more  cruel  than  the  first — of  the  subversion 
of  her  cities,  and  of  the  remnant  that  escaped ;  and  finally, 
of  the  peace  which,  by  the  will  of  Grod,  has  been  granted  her 
in  these  onr  times. 


II.  THE  HISTORY. 

§  8.  The  island  of  Britain,  situated  on  almost  the  utmost 
boinder  of  the  earth,  towards  the  soath  and  west,  and  poised 
in  the  divine  balance,  as  it  is  said,  which  supports  the  whole 
world,  stretches  out  from  the  south-west  towards  the  north 
pole,  and  is  eight  hundred  miles  long  and  two  hundred 
broad,*  except  where  the  headlands  of  sundry  promontories  ^ 
stretch  farther  into  the  sea.  It  is  surrounded  by  the  ocean, 
which  forms  winding  bays,  and  is  strongly  defended  by 
this  ample,  and,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  impassable  barrier,  save 
on  the  south  side,  where  the  narrow  sea  affords  a  passage  to  ^ 
Belgic  Gaul.  It  is  enriched  by  the  mouths  of  two  noble 
rivers,  the  Thames  and  the  Severn,  as  it  were  two  arms,  by 
which  foreign  luxuries  were  of  old  imported,  and  by  other 
streams  of  less  importance.  It  is  famous  for  dght  and 
twenty  cities,  and  is  embellished  by  certain  castles,  with 
walls,  towers,  well  barred  gates,  and  houses  with  threatening 
battlements  built  on  high,  and  provided  with  all  requisite 

*  Or  Stills,  tee  pofce  807. 

t  The  descnptkm  of  Britain  fa  ^ren  in  toj  neorlj  the  mme  terai%  by 
OlorfiH,  B€d«^  and  othen,  but  the  mimben^  denoting  the  length  mi 
brteclth  and  other  dineneloni^  aie  different  ^  almoft  erciy  MS.  copy. 

f7r.^  C^tiN,x»"  PlOt-^iR/^  'VVtft.M    r?^    v>V)vrl    U-i^ 
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instruments  of  defence.  Its  {tlains  axe  spacious,  its  hills  are 
pleasantly  situated,  adapted  for  superior  tillage,  and  its 
mountains  are  admirably  calculated  forf^the  alternate  pastur* 
age  of  cattle,  where  flowers  of  yarious  colours,  trodden  by 
the  feet  of  man,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  lovely  picture. 
It  is  decked,  like  a  man's  chosen  bride,  with  divers  jewels, 
with  lucid  fountains  and  abundant  brooks  wandering  over 
ithe  snow  white  sands ;  with  transparent  rivers,  flowing  in 
Igentle  murmurs,  and  offering  a  sweet  pledge  of  slumber*  to 
^nhose  who  recline  upon  their  banks,  whUst  it  is  irrigated 
by  abundant  lakes,  which  pour  forth  cool  torrents  of  refresh- 
ing  water. 

§  4.  This  island,  stiff-necked  and  stubborn-minded,  from 
t  \(Uz  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  being  first  inhabited,  ungratefully  rebels, 

^^;  i^J^j      sometimes  against  God,  sometimes  against  her  own  citizens, 
|:>^  and  frequency,  also,  against  foreign  kings  and  their  subjects. 

v^O^W^A^  For  what  can  there  either  be,  or  be  committed,  more  dis- 
=^\^    ^      graceful  or  more  unrighteous  in  human  affairs,  than  to  refuse 
^jf^^yoO^      to  show  fear  to  God  or  affection  to  one's  own  countrymen,  and 
H  ?|g>»04XX^^^^^*  detriment  to  one's  faith)  to  refuse  due  honour  to 
tiiose  of  higher  dignity,  to  cast  off  all  regard  to  reason, 
human  and  divine,  and,  in  contempt  of  heaven  and  earth,  to 
be  guided  by  one's  own  sensual  inventions  ?    I  shall,  there- 
fore, omit  those  ancient  errors  common  to  aU  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  in  which,  before  Christ  came  in  the  flesh,  aU  man- 
kind were  bound ;  nor  shall  I  enumerate  those  diabolical 
idols  of  my  country,  which  almost  surpassed  in  number 
those  of  Egypt,  and  of  which  we  still  see  some  mouldering 
V  away  within  or  without  the  deserted  temples,  hvith  stiff  ami 
deformed  features  as  was  customary.    Nor  will  I  call  out  upon 
1^1^^^  P  -    *^®  mountains,  fountains,  or  hills,  or  upon  the  rivers,  wWch 
1^^^         ^^^  ^'^  subservient  to  the  use  of  men,  but  once  wvre  an 
1 0\^  N        abomination  and  destruction  to  them,  and  to  which  the  blind 
people  pfdd  divine  honour.     I  shall  also  pass  over  the  by- 
gone times  of  our  cruel  tyrants,  whose  notoriety  was  spread 
over  to  far  distant  countries ;  so  that  Porphyry,  that  dog  who 
in  the  east  was  always  so  fierce  against  the  church,  in  his  mad 
and  vain  style  added  this  also,  that  ^*  Britain  is  a  land  fertile 

*  **  Soporam'*  in  some  MSS.,  ^saporem  "  in  others ;  it  it  difficult  frona 
the  tmgidity  and  supembundnnpe  of  the  tljle  to  det^npipe  whj^h  '}$  tiK 
belt  in«iiiiii^ 
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in  tyrants."*  I  will  only  endeavour  to  relate  the  evils 
which  Briton  8ufiere^^  the  times  of  the  Roman  emperors, 
and  also  those  which  sne  caused  to  distant  states ;  but  so  far 
as  lies  in  my  power,  I  shall  not  follow  the  writings  and 
records  of  my  own  country,  which  (if  there  ever  were  any 
of  them)  have  been  consumed  in  the  fires  of  the  enemy,  or 
have  accompanied  my  exiled  countrymen  into  distant  lands, 
but  be  guided  by  the  relations  of  foreign  writers,  which,  v^ 
being  broken  and  interrupted  in  many  places,  are  therefore 
by  no  means  clear. 

§  5.  For  when  the  rulers  of  Rome  had  obtained  the 
empire  of  the  world,  subdued  all  the  neighbouring  nations 
and  islands  towards  the  east,  and  strengthened  their  renown 
by  the  first  peace  which  they  made  with  the  Parthians,  who 
border  on  India,  there  was  a  general  cessation  from  war 
throughout  the  whole  world ;  the  fierce  flame  which  they 
kindl^  could  not  be  extinguished  or  checked  by  the  Western 
Ocean,  but  passing  beyond  the  sea,  imposed  submission  upon 
our  island  without  resistance,  and  entirely  reduced  to  obedi-*^ 
ence  its  unwarlike  but  faithless  people;^  not  so  much  by  fire 
and  sword  and  warlike  engines,  like  other  nations,  but  threats 
alone,  and  menaces  of  judgments  frowning  on  their  counte* 
nance,  whilst  terror  penetrated  to  their  hearts. 

§  6.  When  afterwards  they  returned  to  Rome,  for  want 
of  pay,  as  is  said,  and  had  no  suspicion  of  an  approaching  y 

rebellion,  that  deceitful  lioness  (Boadicea)  put  to  death  the 
rulers  who  had  been  left  among  them,  to  unfold  more  fully 
and  to  confirm  the  enterprises  of  the  Romans.  When 
the  report  of  these  things  i-cached  the  senate,  and  they 
with  a  speedy  army  made  haste  to  take  vengeance  on  the 
crafty  foxes,t  as  they  called  them,  there  was  no  bold  navy 
on  the  sea  to  fight  bravely  for  the  country ;  by  land  there 
was  no  marshalled  army,  no  right  wing  of  battle,  nor  other 
preparation  for  resistance ;  but  their  backs  were  their  shields 
against  their  vanquishers,  and  they  presented  their  necks  to 

*  Gildas  here  confuses  the  modem  id«a  of  a  tyrant  with  that  of  aa 
usurper.  The  latter  is  Uie  sense  in  which  Britain  was  said  to  be  feitile^in 
tyrants,  viz.  in  usuipers  of  the  imperial  dignity. 

f  The  Britons  who  fought  under  Boadicea  were  anything  but  ^crafiy    ^ 
foxes."    **  Bold  lions "  is  a  much  more  apprmnlate  appellation ;  they  ^ 
would  also  nave  been  yictorious  if  they  had  haa  half  the  military  adTaatagv 
of  thoRomam, 
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their  swords,  whilst  chill  terror  ran  through  every  limb^ 
and  they  stretched  out  their  hands  to  be  bound,  like  women ; 
so  that  it  has  become  a  proverb  far  and  wide^  that  the 
Britons  are  neither  brave  in  war  nor  fiuthful  in  time  of 
peace. 

§  7.  The  Bomans,  therefore,  having  slain  many  of  the 
rebels,  and  reserved  others  for  slaves,  that  the  land  might 
not  be  entirely  reduced  to  desolation,  left  the  island,  destitute 
as  it  was  of  wine  and  oil,  and  returned  to  Italy,  leaving  behind 
them  taskmasters,  to  scourge  the  shoulders  of  the  natives,  to 
reduce  their  necks  to  the  yoke,  and  their  soil  to  the  vassalage 
of  a  Boman  province ;  to  chastise  the  crafty  race,  not  with 
warlike  weapons,  but  with  rods,  and  if  necessary  to  gird 
upon  their  sides  the  naked  sword,  so  that  it  was  no  longer 
thought  to  be  Britain,  but  a  Boman  island ;  and  all  their 
money,  whether  of  copper,  gold,  or  silver,  was  stamped  with 
CaBsar's  image. 

§  8.  Meanwhile  these  islands,  stiff  with  cold  and  frost, 
and  in  a  distant  region  of  the  world,  remote  from  the  visible 
sun,  received  the  beams  of  light,  that  is,  the  holy  precepts 
of  Christ,  the  true  Sun,*  showing  to  the  whole  world  his 
splendour,  not  only  from  the  temporal  firmament^  but  from 
the  height  of  heaven,  which  surpasses  every  thing  temporal, 
at  the  latter  part,  as  we  know,  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius 
CaBsar,  by  whom  his  religion  was  propagated  without  im- 
pediment, and  death  threatened  to  those  who  interfered  with 
Its  professors. 

5  9.  These  rays  of  light  were  received  with  lukewarm 
minds  by  the  inhabitants,  but  they  nevertheless  took  root 
among  some  of  them  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  until  the 
nine  years'  persecution  of  the  tyrant  Diocletian,  when  the 
churches  throughout  the  whole  world  were  overthrown,  all 
the  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  could  be  found 
burned  in  the  streets,  and  the  chosen  pastors  of  Grod's  flock 
butchered,  together  with  their  innocent  sheep,  in  order  that 
not  a  vestige,  if  possible,  might  remain  in  some  provinces  of 
Chrises  religion.  What  dis^aceful  flights  then  took  place 
—what  slaughter  and  death  inflicted  by  way  of  punishment 
in  divers  shapes, — ^what  dreadful  apostacies  from  rdigion; 
and  on  the  contrary,  what  glorious  crowns  of  mar^nrdom 
then  were  w<HV-^what  raving  Airy  was  displayed  bjr  tb4 
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liersecutors,  and  patience  on  the  part  of  the  sufifering  sdnts,  ^ 
ecclesiaBtical  history  informs  us ;  for  the  whole  church  wero 
crowding  in  a  bodj,  to  leave  behind  them  the  dark  things 
of  this  world,  and  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the 
happy  mansions  of  heaven,  as  if  to  their  proper  home. 

§  10.  God,  therefore,  who  wishes  all  men  to  be  saved,  and 
who  calls  sinners  no  less  than  those  who  tliink  themselves 
righteous,  magnified  his  mercy  towards  us,  and,  as  we  know, 
during  the  above-named  persecution,  that  Britain  might  not 
totally  be  enveloped  in  the  dark  shades  of  night,  he,  of  his 
own  free  gift,  kindled  up  among  us  bright  luminaries  of  holy 
martyrs,  whose  places  of  burial  and  of  martyrdom,  had  they  ^ 
not  for  our  manifold  crimes  been  interfered  with  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  barbarians,  would  have  still  kindled  in  the 
minds  of  the  beholders  no  small  fire  of  divine  charity.  Such 
were  St.  Alban  of  Yerulam,  Aaron  and  Julius,  citizens  of 
Carlisle,*  and  the  rest,  of  both  sexes,  who  in  difierent  places 
stood  their  ground  in  the  Christian  contest. 

§  11.  The  first  of  these  martyrs,  St.  Alban,  for  charity's 
sake  saved  another  confessor  who  was  pursued  hf  his  perse- 
cutors, and  was  on  the  point  of  being  seized,  by  hiding  him 
in  his  house,  and  then  by  changing  clothes  with  him,  imita- 
ting in  this  the  example  of  Christ,  who  laid  down  his  life 
for  his  sheep,  and  exposing  liimself  in  the  other's  clothes  to 
be  pursued  in  his  stead.     So  pleasing  to  God  was  this  con- 
duct, that  between  his  confession  and  martyrdom,  he  was^  ^ 
honoured  with   the  performance  of  wonderful  miracles  in  »  ^  r^^  ^ 
presence  of  the  impious  blasphemers  who  were  carrying  the  ^^'^  ^^  ^ 
Iloman  standai'ds,  and  like  the  Israelites  of  old,  who  troil  vXcsiajC). 
dry-foot  an  unfrequented  path  whilst  the  ark  of  the  cove- 
nant stood  some  time  on  the  sands  in  the  midst  of  Jordan ; 
so  also  the  martyr,  with  a  thousand  others,  opened  a  path 
across  the  noble  river  Thames,  whose  waters  stood  abrupt 
like  precipices  on  either  side ;  and  seeing  this,  the  first  of 
his  executors  was  stricken  with  awe,  and  from  a  wolf  became 
a  lamb  ;  so  that  he  thirsted  for  martyrdom,  and  boldly  un-  y^ 
derwent  that  for  which  he  thirsted.     The  other  holy  martyrs 
were  tormented  with  divers  sufferings,  and  their  lunbs  were 
racked  in  such  unheard  of  ways,  that  they,  without  delayj 
erected  the  trophies  of  their  glorious  martyrdom  even  in  tM 
*  Or  C«erleon.   S^e  Dedc*8  Ecclei.  Uiit  p*  U,  aott. 
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gates  of  the  citj  of  Jerusalem.  For  tlio.^o  who  survived, 
hid  themselves  in  woods  and  deserts,  and  secrtt  eaves, 
waiting  until  God,  who  is  the  righteous  judge  of  all,  should 
reward  their  persecutors  with  judgment,  and  themselves  wilb 
protection  of  their  lives. 

§  12.  In  less  than  ten  years,  therefore,  of  the  above- 
named  persecution,  and  when  these  blocdy  decrees  began  to 
fail  in  consequence  of  th^  death  of  their  authors,  all  Christ's 
young  disciples,  after  so  long  and  wintry  a  night,  begin  to 
behold  the  genial  light  of  heaven.  They  rebuild  the 
churches,  which  had  been  levelled  to  the  ground  ;  tftey 
found,  erect,  and  finish  churches  to  the  holy  martyrs,  and 
everywhere  show  their  ensigns  as  token  of  their  victory  ; 
festivals  are  celebrated  and  sacraments  received  with  clean 
hearts  and  lips,  and  all  the  church's  sons  rejoice  as  it  were 
in  the  fostering  bosom  of  a  mother.  For  this  holy  union 
remained  between  Christ  their  head  and  the  members  of  his 
church,  until  the  Arian  treason,  fatal  as  a  serpent,  and  vomiting 
its  poison  from  beyond  the  sea,  caused  deadly  dissension  be- 
tween brothers  inhabiting  the  same  house,  and  thus,  as  if  a  road 
were  made  across  the  sea,  like  wild  beasts  of  all  descriptions, 
and  darting  the  poison  of  every  heresy  from  their  jaws,  they 
inflicted  dreadful  wounds  upon  their  country,  which  is  ever 
desirous  to  hear  something  new,  and  remains  constant  long 
to  nothing. 

§  13.  At  length  also,  9ew  races  of  tyrants  sprang  up,  in 
terrific  numbers,  and  the  island,  still  bearing  its  Roman 
name,  but  casting  ofi*  her  institutes  and  laws,  sent  forth 
among  the  Gauls  that  bitter  scion  of  her  own  planting 
Maximus,  with  a  great  number  of  followers,  and  the  ensigns 
of  royalty,  which  he  bore  without  decency  and  without  law- 
ful righi,  but  in  a  tyrannical  manner,  and  amid  the  disturb- 
ances of  the  seditious  soldiery.  He,  by  cunning  arts  rather 
than  by  valour,  attaching  to  his  rule,  by  perjury  and  false- 
hood, all  the  neighbouring  towns  and  provinces,  against  the 
Roman  state,  extended  one  of  his  wings  to  Spain,  the  other 
to  Italy,  fixed  the  seat  of  his  uaholy  government  at  Treves, 
and  80  furiously  pushed  his  rebellion  against  his  lawful 
emperors  that  he  drove  one  of  them  out  of  Rome,  and  Erased 
the  other  to  terminate  his  most  holy  life.  Trusting  to  these 
fuooessful  attempts^  he  not  long  a4er  lost  his  accursed  head 
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before  the  walls  of  Aquileia,  whereas  he  had  before  cut  off 
the  crowned  heads  of  almost  aU  the  world. 

S  14.  After  this,  Britain  is  left  deprived  of  all  her  soldiery 
ana  armed  bands,  of  her  cruel  goyemors,  and  of  the  flower 
of  her  youth,  who  went  with  Maximus,  but  never  again  re* 
turned  ;  and  utterly  ignorant  as  she  was  of  the  art  of  war, 
groaned  in  amazement  for  many  years  under  the  cruelty  of 
two  foreign  nations — ^the  Scots  from  the  north-west  and  the 
Ficts  from  the  north. 

§  15.  The  Britons,  impatient  at  the  assaults  of  the  Scota 
and  Picts,  their  hostilities  and  dreadful  oppressions,  send  am* 
bassadors  to  Rome  with  letters,  enti*eating  in  piteous  terms 
the  assistance  of  an  armed  band  to  protect  them,  and  offering 
loyal  and  ready  submission  to  the  authority  of  Rome,  if  they 
only  would  expel  their  invading  foes.  A  legion  is  imme- 
diately sent,  forgetting  their  past  rebellion,  and  provided 
sufficiently  with  arms.  When  they  had  crossed  over  the  sea 
and  landed,  they  came  at  once  to  close  conflict  with  their 
cruel  enemies,  and  slew  great  numbers  of  them.  All  of 
them  were  driven  beyond  the  borders,  and  the  humiliated 
natives  rescued  from  the  bloody  slavery  which  awaited  them. 
By  the  advice  of  their  protectors,  they  now  built  a  wall 
across  the  island  from  one  sea  to  the  other,  which  being 
manned  with  a  proper  force,  might  be  a  terror  to  the  foes 
whom  it  was  intended  to  repel,  and  a  protection  to  their 
friends  whom  it  covered.  But  this  wall,  being  made  of  turf 
instead  of  stone,  was  of  no  use  to  that  foolish  people,  who 
had  no  head  to  guide  them. 

§  16.  The  Roman  legion  had  no  sooner  returned  home  in 
loy  and  triumph,  than  theh*  former  foes,  like  hungry  and 
ravening  wolves,  rushing  with  greedy  jaws  upon  the  fold 
which  is  left  without  a  shepherd,  and  wafted  both  by  the  ^ 
strength  of  oarsmen  and  the  blowing  wind,  break  through 
the  boundaries,  and  spread  slaughter  on  every  side,  and  like 
mowers  cutting  down  the  ripe  com,  they  cut  up.  tread  under 
foot,  and  overrun  the  whole  country.^^^^^g^^^^V.J^MlM'ti 

§  17.  And  now  again  they  send  suppliant  ambassadors,^^^^^^ 
with  their  garments  rent  and  their  heads  covered  with  ashes,  o<>4^>  a  v^  < 


o 


imploring  assistance  from  the  Romans,  and  like  timorous r^^^^< 
chickens,   crowding  under  the  protecting  wings  of  their^^*^^,j 
mrentSL  that  their  wretched  country  might  not  altogether  be^"^'  , ..  ^^ 
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destroyed,  and  that  the  Roman  name,  which  now  was  but 

an  empty  sound  to  fill  the  ear,  might  not  become  a  reproach 

even  to  distant  nations.    Upon  this,  the  Bomans,  moved 

with  compassion,  as  far  as  human  nature  can  be,  at  the 

relations  of  such  horrors,  send  forward,  like  eagles  in  their 

flight,  their  unexpected  bands  of  cavalry  by  land  and  mari* 

ncrs  by  sea,  and  planting  their  terrible  swords  upon  the 

shoulders  of  their  enemies,  they  mow  them  down  like  leaves 

,  which  fall  at  the  destined  period  ;  and  as  a  mountain-torrent 

swelled  with  numerous  streams,  and  bursting  its  banks  with 

^    roaring  noise,  with  foaming  crest  and  yeasty  wave  rising  to 

the  stars,  by  whose  eddying  currents  our  eyes  are  as  it  were 

,^    dazzled,  does  with  one  of  its  billows  overwhelm  every  obstacle 

n\  its  way,  so  did  our  illustrious  defenders  vigorously  drive 

our  enemies'  band  beyond  the  sea,  if  any  could  so  escape  them ; 

\i '  for  it  was  beyond  those  same  seas  that  they  transported,  year 

afler  year,  the  plunder  which  they  had  gained,  no  one  daxing 

to  resist  them. 

§  18.  The  Bomans,  therefore,  left  the  country,  giving 
notice  that  they  could    no    longer  be  harassed   by  such 
laborious  expeditions,  nor  suffer  the  Roman  standards,  with 
so  large  and  brave  an  army,  to  be  worn  out  by  sea  and  land 
by  fighting  agdnst  these  unwarlike,  plundering  vagabonds  ; 
but  that  the  islanders,  inuring  themselves  to  warlike  weapons, 
and  bravely  fighting,  should  valiantly  protect  their  country, 
their  property,  wives  and  children,  and,  what  is  dearer  than 
these,  their  liberty  and  lives ;  that  they  should  not  suffer 
their  hands  to  be  tied  behind  their  backs  by  a  nation  which, 
unless  they  were  enervated  by  idleness  and  sloth,  was  not 
more  powerful  than  themselves,  but  that  they  should  arm 
those  hands  with  buckler,  sword,  and  spear,  ready  for  the 
field  of  battle;   and,  because  they  thought  this  also  of 
advantage  to  the  people  they  were  about  to  leave,  they, 
.  n .  with  the  help  of  the  miserable  natives,  built  a  wall  different 
^  r'      from  the  former,  b^  public  and  private  contributions,  and 
^^         of  the  same  structure  as  walls  generally,  extending  in  a 
\  straight  line  from  sea  to  sea,  between  some  cities,  whlcli, 

from  fear  of  their  enemies,  had  there  by  chance  been  built. 
They  then  give  energetic  counsel  to  the  timorous  natives, 
and  leave  them  patterns  by  which  to  manufacture  arms. 
Moreover,  on  the  south  coast  where  their  vessels  lay,  ai 
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there  was  some  apprehension  lest  the  barbarians  might 
|and|  they  erected  towers  at  stated  intervals,  commanding 
a  prospect  of  the  sea;  and  then  lell  the  island  never  to 
retom* 

§  19.  No  sooner  were  they  gone,  than  the  Picts  and  Scots,  ^  -*  ^^  >  ^t 
like  worms  which  in  the  heat  of  mid-day  come  forth  from"*  ^^^^^ 
their  holes,  hastily  land  again  from  their  canoes,  in  which^^J^^^^^^^ 
they  had  been  carried  beyond  the  Cichican  •  valley,  differing^^^o  G\>^,i 
one  from  another  in  manners,  but  inspired  with  the  same^-  >  vv^  ;?Si^ 
avidity  for  blood,  and  all  more  eager  to  shroud  their  villainous  y^^  ^^ 
faces  in  bushy  hair  than  to  cover  with  decent  clothing  those 
parts  of  their  body  which  required  it.  Moreover,  having 
heard  of  the  departure  of  our  friends,  and  their  resolution 
never  to  return,  they  seized  with  greater  boldness  than  before 
on  all  the  country  towards  the  extreme  north  as  far  as  the 
walL  To  oppose  them  there  was  placed  on  the  heights  a 
garrison  equally  slow  to  fight  and  ill  adapted  to  run  away,  a 
useless  and  panic-struck  company,  who  slumbered  away 
days  and  nights  on  their  unprofitable  watch.  Meanwhile 
the  hooked  weapons  of  their  enemies  were  not  idle,  and  our 
wretched  countrymen  were  dragged  from  the  wall  and  dashed 
against  the  ground.  Such  pr^nature  death,  however,  painful 
as  it  was,  saved  them  from  seeing  the  miserable  sufferings  of 
their  brothers  and  children.  But  why  should  I  say  more  ? 
lliey  left  their  cities,  abandoned  the  protection  of  the  wall, 
and  dispersed  themselves  in  flight  more  desperately  than 
before.  The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  pursued  them  with 
more  unrelenting  cruelty  than  before,  and  butchered  our 
countrymen  like  sheep,  so  that  their  habitations  were  like 
those  of  savage  beasts;  for  they  turned  their  arms  upon 
each  other,  and  for  the  sake  of  a  little  sustenance,  imbrued 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow  countrymen.  Thus 
foreign  calamities  were  augmented  by  domestic  feuds;  so 
that  the  whole  country  was  entirely  destitute  of  provbiens, 
save  such  as  could  be  procured  in  the  chase. 

§  20.  Again,  therefore,  the  wretched  remnant,  sending  to 
^tins,  a  powerful  Boman  citizen,  address  him  as  follows  :-^ 
''To  £tius,f  now  consul  for  the  third  time:  the  groans  of 

-  ^  Hio  mMfihig  of  diii  expreiilon  b  AAt  known.    O'Connor  Uiinkt  it  ii 
fk».lritli  Sen. 
t>  Or  A^iiiutf  according  to  another  rpiidlitf* 

Z  2 


303  titE   \^ORKS  OP   GILl>AS.  («cc.  ft 

the  Britons.**  And  again  a  little  further,  thus: — "llie 
barbftrians  drive  us  to  the  sea;  the  sea  throws  us  back 
on  the  barbarians :  thus  two  modes  of  death  await  us,  we 
are  either  slain  or  drowned."  The  Romans,  however,  could 
not  assist  them,  and  in  the  meantime  the  discomfited  people^ 
wandering  in  the  woods,  began  to  feel  the  effects  of  a  severe 
famine,  which  compelled  many  of  them  without  delay  to 
yield  themselves  up  to  their  cruel  persecutors,  to  obtain 
subsistence:  others  of  them,  however,  lying  hid  in  moun- 
tains, caves,  and  woods,  continually  sallied  out  from  thence 
to  renew  the  war.  And  then  it  was,  for  the  first  time,  that 
they  overthrew  their  enemies,  who  had  for  so  many  years 
been  living  in  their  country ;  for  their  trust  was  not  in  man, 
but  in  Grod ;  according  to  the  maxim  of  Philo,  "  We  must 
have  divine  assistance,  when  that  of  man  fails.**  The  bold- 
ness of  the  enemy  was  for  a  while  checked,  but  not  the 
wickedness  of  our  countrymen:  the  enemy  left  our  people, 
i^^<'*4^r>Nr«sN^3^  the  people  did  not  leave  their  sins. 
4sj^u  .^  ^21.  For  it  has  always  been  a  custom  with  our  nation,  as 

'^^HKPi  jit  is  at  present,  to  be  impotent  in  repelling  foreign  foes,  but 
uvV  A  ^TiSli^^^  and  invincible  in  raising  civil  war,  and  bearing  the 
.  ^^  ^)urdens  of  their  offences*  they  are  impotent,  I  say,  in 
^^fcjS  i/  following  the  standard  of  peace  and  truth,  but  bold  in 
-^y^p^LV  wickedness  and  falsehood.  The  audacious  invaders  there- 
RV3Vv^\\k  fore  return  to  their  winter  quarters,  determined  before  long 
l1?^5'  again  to  return  and  plunder.     And  then,  too,  the  Picts  for 

the  first  time  seated  themselves  at  the  extremity  of  the  island, 
where  they  afterwards  continued,  occasionally  plundering  and 
wasting  the  country.  During  these  truces,  the  wounds  of 
the  distressed  people  are  healed,  but  another  sore,  still  more 
venomous,  broke  out  No  sooner  were  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy  checked,  than  the  island  was  deluged  with  a  most 

V  extraordinary  plenty  of  all  things,  greater  than  was  before 
known,  and  with  it  grew  up  every  kind  of  luxury  and 
licentiousness.  It  grew  with  so  firm  a  root,  that  one  might 
truly  say  of  it,  "  Such  fornication  is  heard  of  among  you,  as 
never  was  known  the  like  among  the  OentUes.**  But  besides 

V  this  vice,  there  arose  also  every  other,  to  which  human  nature 
is  liable,  and  in  particular  that  hatred  of  truth,  together  with 
her  supporters,  which  still  at  present  destroys  every  thing 
good  in  the  i^nd ;  the  love  of  falsehood,  together  with  ilt 
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inyentors,  the  reception  of  crime  in  the  place  of  virtue,  the 
respect  shown  to  wickedness  rather  than  goodness,  the  love 
of  darkness  instead  of  the  sun,  the  admission  of  Satan  as  an 
angel  of  light.  Kings  were  anointed,  not  according  to  God's 
ordinance,  but  such  as  showed  themselves  more  cruel  than 
the  rest ;  and  soon  after,  thej  were  put  to  death  bj  those 
who  had  elected  them,  without  any  inquiry  into  their  merits, 
but  because  others  still  more  cruel  were  chosen  to  succeed 
them.  If  any  one  of  these  was  of  a  milder  nature  than  the 
rest,  or  in  any  way  more  regardful  of  the  truth,  he  was 
looked  upon  as  the  miner  of  the  country,  every  body  cast  a 
dart  at  him,  and  they  valued  things  alike  whether  pleasing 
or  displeasing  to  God,  unless  it  so  happened  that  what  dis- 
pleased him  was  pleasing  to  themselves.  So  that  the  words 
of  the  prophet,  addressed  to  the  people  of  old,  might  well  be 
applied  to  our  own  countrymen :  "  Children  without  a  law, 
have  ye  left  God  and  provoked  to  anger  the  holy  one  of 
Israel  ?  •  Why  will  ye  still  inquire,  adding  iniquity  ? 
Every  head  is  languid  and  every  heart  is  sad;  from  the 
sole  of  the  foot  to  the  crown,  there  is  no  health  in  him." 
And  thus  they  did  all  things  contrary  to  their  salvation,  as 
if  no  remedy  could  be  applied  to  the  world  by  the  true 
Physician  of  all  men.  And  not  only  the  laity  did  so,  but 
our  Lord's  own  flock  and  its  shepherds,  who  ought  to  have 
been  an  example  to  the  people,  slumbered  away  their  time  in 
drunkenness,  as  if  they  had  been  dipped  in  wine ;  whilst  the  ^ 
swellings  of  pride,  the  jar  of  strife,  the  griping  talons  of  envy, 
and  the  confused  estimate  of  right  and  wrong,  got  such  entire 
possession  of  them,  that  there  seemed  to  be  poured  out  (and 
the  same  still  continueth)  contempt  upon  princes,  and  to 
be  made  by  their  vanities  to  wander  astray  and  not  in  the 
way. 

§  22.  Meanwhile,  God  being  willing  to  purify  his  family 
who  "^ere  infected  by  so  deep  a  stain  of  woe,  and  at  the 
hearing  only  of  their  calamities  to  amend  them;  a  vague 
rumour  suddenly  as  if  on  wings  reaches  the  ears  of  all,  ^t 
their  inveterate  foes  were  rapidly  approaching  to  destroy  the 

*  laa.  1 4, 5.  In  most  of  these  quotations  there bgreat  veiM  variatMO 
(roni  the  authorised  renion :  the  author  probably  quoM  fioTP  mcirory,  if 
mft  from  tlie  I^atm  Teniop*  ^ 
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whole  coantrj^  and  to  take  possession  of  it,  as  of  old,  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  But  jet  thej  derived  no  advantage 
from  this  intelligence ;  £6r,  like  frantic  beasts,  taking  the  bit 
of  reason  between  their  teeth,  they  abandoned  the  safe  and 
narrow  road,  and  rushed  forward  upon  the  broad  downward 
path  of  vice,  which  leads  to  death.  Whilst,  ther^ore,  as 
Solomon  sajs,  the  stubborn  servant  is  not  cured  by  wcMb, 
the  fool  is  scourged  and  feels  it  not :  a  pestilential  disease 
mortally  affected  the  foolish  people,  which,  without  the 
sword,  cut  off  so  large  a  number  of  persons,  that  the  living 
were  not  able  to  bury  them.  But  even  this  was  no  warning 
to  them,  that  in  them  also  might  be  fulfilled  the  words  of 
Isaiah  the  prophet,  '^And  Grod  hath  called  his  people  to 
lamentation,  to  baldness,  and  to  the  girdle  of  sackcloth; 
behold  they  b^n  to  kill  calves,  and  to  slay  rams,  to  eat,  to 
drink,  and  to  say,  *  We  will  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we 
shall  die.'  **  For  the  time  was  approaching,  when  all  their 
iniquities,  as  formerly  those  of  the  Amorrhteans,  should  be 
fulfilled.  For  a  council  was  called  to  settle  what  was  best 
and  most  expedient  to  be  done,  in  order  to  repel  such 
frequent  and  fatal  irruptions  and  plunderings  of  the  above- 
named  nations. 

§  23.  Then  all  the  councillors,  together  with  that  proud  tyrant 
Gurthrigern  [Vortigem],  the  British  king,  were  so  blinded, 
that,  as  a  protection  to  their  country,  they  sealed  its  doom  by 
inviting  in  among  them  (like  wolves  into  the  sheep-fold),  the 
fierce  and  impious  fto^^na,  ^  rooA  tiaf^^iil  hn^\i  <;o  jfind  apfl 
men,  to  repel  the  invasions  of  the  northern  nations.  No- 
thing  was  ever  so  pernicious  to  our  country,  nothing  was 
ever  so  unlucky.  What  palpable  darkness  must  have  enve- 
loped their  minds— darkness  desperate  and  cruel!  Those 
very  people  whom,  when  absent,  they  dreaded  more  than 
death  itself,  were  invited  to  reside,  as  one  may  say,  under 
the  selfsame  roof.  Foolish  are  the  princes,  as  it  is  said,  of 
Thafneos,  giving  counsel  to  unwise  Pharaoh.  A  multitude 
of  whelps  came  forth  from  the  lair  of  this  barbaric  lioness, 
in  three  cyuls,  as  they  call  them,  that  is,  in  three  ships  of 
war,  with  their  sails  wafted  by  the  wind  and  with  omens  and 
prophecies  favourable,  for  it  was  foretold  by  a  certain  sooth* 
sayer  among  them,  that  they  should  cccupy  the  countiy  to 
which  they  were  tailing  threo  hundred  years,  and  half  of 
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that  time,  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  should  plunder  and 
despoil  the  same.  They  first  landed  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  island,  by  the  invitation  of  the  unlucky  king,  and  there 
fixed  their  sharp  talons,  apparently  to  fight  in  favour  of  the 
island,  but  alas!  more  truly  against  it.  Their  mother-land, 
finding  her  first  brood  thus  successful,  sends  forth  a  larger 
company  of  her  wolfish  offspring,  which  sailing  over,  join 
themselves  to  their  bastard-bom  comrades.  From  that  time 
the  germ  of  iniquity  and  the  root  of  contention  planted 
their  poison  amongst  us,  as  we  deserved,  and  shot  forth  into 
leaves  and  branches.  The  barbarians  being  thus  introduced 
as  soldiers  into  the  island,  to  encounter,  as  they  falsely  said, 
any  dangers  in  defence  of  their  hospitable  entertainers,  ob- 
tain an  allowance  of  provisions,  which,  for  some  time  being 
plentifully  bestowed,  stopped  their  doggish  mouths.  Yet 
they  complain  that  their  monthly  supplies  are  not  furnished 
in  sufficient  abundance,  and  they  industriously  aggravate 
each  occasion  of  quarrel,  saying  that  unless  more  liberality 
is  shown  them,  they  will  break  the  treaty  and  plunder  the 
whole  island.  In  a  short  time,  they  follow  up  their  threats 
with  deeds. 

§  24.  For  the  fire  of  vengeance,  justly  kindled  by  former 
ci-imes,  spread  from  sea  to  sea,  fed  by  the  hands  of  our  foe^ 
in  the  east,  and  did  not  cease,  until,  destroying  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  and  lands,  it  reached  the  other  side  of  the 
island,  and  dipped  its  red  and  savage  tongue  in  the  western 
ocean.  In  these  assaults,  therefore,  not  unlike  that  of  the  y 
Assyrian  upon  Judea,  was  fulfilled  in  our  case  what  the  pro- 
phet describes  in  words  of  lamentation :  "  They  have  burned 
with  fire  the  sanctuary;  they  have  polluted  on  earth  the 
tabernacle  of  thy  name."  And  again,  "  O  God,  the  gentiles 
have  come  into  thine  inheritance;  thy  holy  temple  have  thoy 
defiled,"  &c  So  that  all  the  columns  were  levelled  with 
the  ground  by  the  frequent  strokes  of  the  battering-ram,  all 
the  husbandmen  routed,  together  with  their  bishops,  priests, 
and  people^  whilst  the  sword  gleamed,  and  the  flames 
rurackled  around  them  on  every  side.  Lamentable  to  behold, 
in  the  midst  of  the  streets  lay  the  tops  of  lofty  towers, 
tumbled  to  the  ground,  stones  of  high  walls,  holy  altars, 
fragments  of  human  bodies,  covered  with  livid  clots  of  coagu* 
lated  blood,  looking  as  if  they  h»l  been  squeezed  together  in 
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%  press  ;*  and  with  no  chance  of  being  buried,  save  in  the 
ruins  of  the  houses,  or  in  the  ravening  bellies  of  wild  beasts 
and  birds;  with  reverence  be  it  spoken  for  their  blessed 
souls,  if,  indeed,  there  were  many  found  who  were  carried, 
at  that  time,  into  the  high  heaven  by  the  holy  angels.  So 
entirely  had  the  vintage,  once  so  fine,  degenerated  and  be- 
come bitter,  that,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  there  was 
hardly  a  grape  or  ear  of  corn  to  be  seen  where  the  husband- 
man had  turned  his  back. 

§  25.  Some,  therefore,  of  the  miserable  remnant,  being 
taken  in  the  mountains,  were  murdered  in  great  numbers ; 
Others,  constrained  by  famine,  came  and  yielded  themselves 
to  be  slaves  for  ever  to  their  foes,  running  the  risk  of  being 
instant^  slain,  which  truly  was  the  greatest  favour  that 
could  be  offered  them :  some  others  passed  bevon j^  t^*^  '^^ 
with  loud  lamentations  instead  of  the  voice  of  e^iortation. 
"  Thou  hast  given  us  as  sheep  to  be  slaufghtered,  and  among 
the  Gentiles  hast  thou  dispersed  us."  Others,  committing 
the  safeguard  of  their  lives,  which  were  in  continual  jeopardy, 
to  the  moun^inf^  prftripificft,  ^thickly  wooded  forests,  and 
to  the  rocks  of  The  seas  (idbeil  with  tremUing  hearts), 
remained  still  in  their  country.  But  in  the  meanwhile,  an 
opportunity  happening,  when  these  most  cruel  robbers  were 
returned  home,  the  poor  remnants  of  our  nation  (to  whom 
flocked  from  divers  places  round  about  our  miserable  coun- 
trymen as  fast  as  bees  to  their  hives,  for  fear  of  an  ensuing 
storm),  being  strengthenod  by  God,  calling  upon  him  with 
all  their  hearts,  as  the  poet  sajs, — 

*  With  their  unnumbered  vows  they  burden  heaven/* 

that  they  might  not  be  brought  to  utter  destruction,  took 
arms  under  the  conduct  of  Ambrosius  AureHanus,  a  modest 
man,  who  of  all  the  Roman  nation  was  then  alone  in  the 
confusion  of  this  troubled  period  by  chance  left  alive.  His 
parents,  who  for  their  merit  were  adorned  with  the  purple^ 
had  be^  slain  in  these  same  broils,  and  now  his  progeny  in 
these  our  days,  although  shamefully  degenerated  from  the 
worthiness  ai  their  ancestors,  provoke  to  battle  their  cruel 

*  These  are  the  words  of  the  old  tmn»Mon ;  tlif  oriinnai  i|  olja^un^ 
»nd  perhaps  conrupt* 
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sonqaeron^  and  by  the  goodness  of  our  Lord  obtain  the 
victory. 

§  26.  After  this,  sometimes  our  countrymen,  sometimes 
the  enemy,  won  the  field,  to  the  end  that  our  Lord  might  in 
this  land  try  after  his  accustomed  manner  these  his  Israelites, 
whether  they  loved  him  or  not,  until  the  year  of  the  siege  of 
Bath-hill,  when  took  place  also  the  last  almost,  though  not  v^ 
the  least  slaughter  of  our  cruel  foes,  which  was  (as  I  am 
sure)  forty-four  years  and  one  month  after  the  landing  of  the 
Saxons,  and  also  the  time  of  my  own  nativity.  And  yet 
neither  to  this  day  are  the  cities  of  our  country  inhabited  as 
before,  but  being  forsaken  and  overthrown,  still  lie  desolate ;  ^ 
our  foreign  wars  having  ceased,  but  our  civil  troubles  still 
remaining.  For  as  well  the  remembrance  of  such  a  terrible 
desolation  of  the  island,  as  also  of  the  unexpected  recovery 
of  the  same,  remained  in  the  minds  of  those  who  were  eye- 
witnesses of  the  wonderful  events  of  both,  and  in  regard 
thereof,  kings,  public  magistrates,  and  private  persons,  with 
priests  and  clergymen,  did  all  and  every  one  of  them  live 
orderly  according  to  their  several  vocations.  (  But  when 
these  had  departed  out  of  this  world,  and  a  new  race  sue-  ^ 
ceeded,  who  were  ignorant  of  this  troublesome  time,  and  had 
only  experience  of  the  present  prosperity,  all  the  laws  of 
truth  and  justice  were  so  shaken  and  subverted,  that  not  so 
much  as  a  vestige  or  remembrance  of  these  virtues  remained 
among  the  above-named  orders  of  men,  except  among  a  very 
few  who,  compared  with  the  great  multitude  which  were 
daily  rushing  headlong  down  to  hell,  are  accounted  so  small 
%  number,  that  our  reverend  mother,  the  church,  scarcely  ^ 
beholds  them,  her  only  true  children,  reposing  in  her  bosom ; 
whose  worthy  lives,  being  a  pattern  to  all  men,  and  beloved 
3f  God,  inasmuch  as  by  their  holy  prayers,  as  by  certain 
pillars  and  most  profitable  supporters,  our  infirmity  is  sus- 
tained up,  that  it  may  not  utterly  be  broken  down,  I  wotdd 
have  no  one  suppose  I  intended  to  reprove,  if  forced  by  the 
increasing  multitude  of  offences,  I  have  freely,  aye,  with  an- 
guisliy  not  so  much  declared  as  bewailed  the  wickedness  of  ^ 
those  who  are  become  servants,  not  only  to  their  bellies,  but 
also  to  the  devil  rather  than  to  Christ,  who  is  our  blessed 
God,  world  without  end.  | 

For  why  shrfl  their  isountrymen  conceal  what  foreign  ^% 
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lions  round  about  now  not  onlj  know,  but  also  continually 
fcre  casting  in  their  teeth  ? 

Itl.  THE  EPISTLE. 

^  §  27.  Britain  luis  kings,  but  thej  are  tyrants ;  she  hM 
r  judges,  but  unnghteous  ones  ;  generally  engaged  in  plunder 
i;::E_<^n\3^  and  rapine,  but  always  preying  on  the  innocent ;  whenever 
vjot^rov^.    they  exert  themselves  to  avenge  or  protect,  it  is  sure  to  be 
in  favour  of  robbers  and  criminals  ;  they  have  an  abundance 
l^^.^j^^j-of  wives,  yet  are  they  addicted  to  fornication  and  adultery  ; 
fjiO^  i^j   they  are  ever  ready  to  take  oaths,  and  as  often  perjure 
jjy^  \!^      themselves ;  they  make  a  vow  and  almost  immediately  act 
A^^  "^        falsely ;  they  make  war,  but  their  wars  are  against  their 
>r  ■^*^   countrymen,  and  are  unjust  ones;  they  rigorously  prosecute 
^-*^^  '  thieves  throughout  their  country,  but  those  who  sit  at  table 
with  them  are  robbers,  and  they  not  only  cherish  but  reward 
them ;  they  give  alms  plentifully,  but  in  contrast  to  this  is  a 
whole  pile  of  crimes  which  they  have  committed ;  they  sit 
on  the  seat  of  justice,  but  rarely  seek  for  the  rule  of  right 
judgment;  they  despise  the  innocent  and  the  humble,  but 
seize  every  occasion  of  exalting  to  the  utmost  the  bloody- 
minded  ;  the  proud,  murderers,  the  combined  and  adulterers, 
enemies  of  God,  who  ought  to  be  utterly  destroyed  and  their 
names  forgotten. 

They  have  many  prisoners  in  their  gaols,  loaded  with 
chains,  but  this  is  done  in  treachery  rather  than  in  just 
punishment  for  crimen;  and  when  they  have  stood  before 
the  altar,  swearing  by  the  name  of  God,  they  go  away  and 
think  no  more  of  the  holy  altar  than  if  it  were  a  mere  heap 
of  dirty  stones. 

§  28.  Of  this  horrid  abomination,  Constantino,*  the 
'tyrannical  whelp  of  the  unclean  lioness  of  Damnonia,t  ia 
^ot  ignorant 

This  same  year,  after  taking  a  dreadful  oath  (whereby  he 

*  Proliablj'  Cjntennjii  of  the  Bards.  Constaniine  is  a  name  often 
occurrinff  in  the  Biitish  royal  families.  The  Constantine  of  Gildas  is 
sappoeed  to  have  been  king  of  Cornwall,  who  abdicated  his  throne,  ami 
aftennirds  preached  the  gospel  to  the  Picts  and  Scots.  Some  accoimt  ol 
him  will  be  fbnnd  in  the  Aberdeen  Breviary,  in  the  Acta  Saadonua,  Bfarcb 
toL  H.  p.  64,  and  fat  Whitaker's  Cathedral  of  Cornwall*  L  135. 

t  The  present  counties  of  Devon  and  ComwalL 


I  em 


men,]  OILDAS  BEPROVES  COKSTANTINK.  815 

bound  himself  first  before  God,  by  a  solemn  protestation,  and 

then  caUed  all  the  saints,  and  Mother  of  God,  to  witness^ 

that  he  would  not  contrive  anj  deceit  against  his  country- 

men\  he  nevertheless,  in  the  habit  of  a  holy  abbat  amid  the 

sacred  altars,  did  with  sword  and  javelin,  as  if  with  teeth» 

wound  and  tear,   even  in  the  bosoms  of  their  temporal 

mother,  and  of  the  church  their  spiritual  mother,  two  royal 

youths,  with  their  two  attendants,  whose  arms,  although  not 

cased  in  armour,  were  yet  boldly  used,  and,  stretched  out  ^ 

towards  God  and  his  altar,  will  hang  up  at  the  gates  of  thy 

city,  O  Christ,  the  venerable  ensigns  of  their  faith  and 

patience;  and  when  he  had  done  it,  the  cloaks,  red  with 

coagulated    blood,   did    touch   the  place  of   the  heavenly  \u  i" 

sacrifice.     And  not  one  worthy  act  could  he  boast  of  pre->^Q^  fv   i\ 

vious  to  this  cruel  deed;   for  many  years  before  he  ^*di^NVfv\K^ 

stained  himself  with  the  abomination  of  many  adulteries,^  ' 

having  put  away  his  wife  contrary  to  the  command  of^^^  ^  ^^1^' 

Christ,  the  teacher  of  the  world,  who  hath  said:  "What^^^  EfOVi^H 

God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  separate,"  and  again  :Pv^o^^)^)^"^  * 

"  Husbands,  love  your  wives."    For  he  had  planted  in  the 

ground  of  his  heart  (an  unfruitful  soil  for  any  good  seed)  a 

bitter  scion  of  incredulity  and  folly,  taken  from  the  vine  of 

Sodom,  which  being  watered  with  his  vulgar  and  domestic 

impieties,  like  poisonous  showers,  and  afterwards  audaciously 

springing  up  to  the  ofiTence  of  God,  brought  forth  into  the 

world  the  sin  of  horrible  murder  and  sacril^e ;  and  not  yet 

discharged  from  the  entangling  nets  of  his  former  oflR^nce^^    ^  ^^ 

he  add^  new  wickedness  to  the  former.     ^iv^^v^r^>KN    <::v*X5UkV 

§  29.  'Go  to  now,  I  reprove  thee  as  present,  whom   I^^vuj, 
know  as  yet  to  be  in  this  life  extant.      Whyjitandestthou  ^v)\  ^  ^d 
astonished,  O  thou  butcher  of  thine  own  soul  ?      Why  dost  <^A  \-E^  fVi  . 
thou  wilfully  kindle  against  thyself  the  eternal  fires  of  hell  ? 
Why  dost  thou,  in  place  of  enemies,  desperately  stab  thyself 
with  thine  own  sword,  with  thine  own  javelin  ?    Cannot 
those    same    poisonous    cups   of   oficnces  yet  satisfy  thy 
stomach  ?    Look  back  (I  breech  thee)  and  come  to  Christ 
(for  thou  labourest,  and  art  pressed  down  to  the  earth  with 
this  huge  burden),  and  he  himself,  as  he  said,  will  give 
thee  rest     Come  to  him  who  wisheth  not  the  death  of  • 
sinner,  but  that  he  should  be  rather  converted  and  live. 
Unloose  (according  to  the  prophet)  the  bands  of  thy  n»ck 
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O  tbou  son  of  Sion.  Betum  (I  pray  thee),  although  from 
the  fax  remote  r^ons  of  sins,  tmto  the  most  holj  Father, 
who,  for  his  son  that  will  despise  the  filthj  food  of  swine, 
and  fear  a  death  of  cruel  famine,  and  so  come  hack  to  him 
again,  hath  with  great  joj  heen  accustomed  to  kill  his  fatted 
calf,  and  bring  forth  for  the  wanderer,  the  first  robe  and 
royal  ring,  and  then  taking  as  it  were  a  taste  of  the  heavenly 
-'^  hope,  thou  shalt  perceive  how  sweet  our  Lord  is.  For  if 
thou  dost  contemn  these,  be  thou  assured,  thou  shalt  almost 
instantly  be  tossed  and  tormented  in  the  inevitable  and  dark 
floods  of  endless  fire. 

§  30.  What  dost  thou  also,  thou  lion's  whelp  (as  the 
prophet  saith),  Aurelius  Conanus  ?*  Art  not  thou  as  the 
former  (if  not  far  more  foul)  to  thy  utter  destruction, 
swallowed  up  in  the  filthiness  of  horrible  murders,  forni- 
cations, and  adulteries,  as  by  an  overwhelming  flood  of  the 
sea  ?  Hast  not  thou  by  hating,  as  a  deadly  serpent,  the 
peace  of  thy  country,  and  thirsting  unjustly  after  civil  wars 
and  frequent  spoil,  shut  the  gates  of  heavenly  peace  and 
repose  against  thine  own  soul  ?  Being  now  left  alone  as  a 
withering  tree  in  the  midst  of  a  field,  remember  (I  beseech 
thee)  the  vain  and  idle  fancies  of  thy  parents  and  brethren, 
together  with  the  untimely  death  that  befell  them  in  the 
prime  of  their  youth;  and  shalt  thou,  for  thy  religious 
deserts,  be  reserved  out  of  all  thy  family  to  live  a  hundred 
years,  or  to  attain  to  the  age  of  a  Methusalem  ?  No,  surely, 
but  unless  (as  the  psalmist  saith)  thou  shalt  be  speedily 
converted  unto  our  Lord,  that  King  will  shortly  brandish  his 
sword  against  thee,  who  hath  said  by  his  prophet,  "  I  will 
kill,  and  I  will  cause  to  live ;  I  will  strike,  and  I  will  heal ; 
and  there  is  no  one  who  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand."  Be 
thou  therefore  shaken  out  of  thy  filthy  dust,  and  with  all 
thy  heart  converted  to  Him  who  hath  created  thee,  that 
"when  his  wrath  shall  shortly  bum  out,  thou  mayst  be 
blessed  by  fixing  thy  hopes  on  him."  But  if  otherwise, 
eternal  pains  will  bo  heaped  up  for  thee,  where  thou  shalt  be 
ever  tormented  and  never  consumed  in  the  cruel  jaws  of  helL 

§  31.  Thou  also,  who  like  to  the  spotted  leopard,  art 
diverse  in  manners  and  in  mischief,  whose  head  now  it 
growing  grey,  who  art  seated  on  a  throne  full  of  deceits^  and 

*  King  of  powiilfuid,  whid)  iqr  some  tinie  foqned  ft  distinct  kingiloip 
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fVoin  the  bottom  even  to  the  top  art  stained  with  murder  and 
adulteries,  thou  naughty  son  of  a  good  king,  like  Manassefl 
sprung  from  Ezechiah,  Vortipore,  thou  foolish  tyrant  of  the 
Demetians,*  why  art  thou  so  stiff  ?  What  I  do  not  such 
violent  gulfs  of  sin  (which  thou  dost  swallow  up  like 
pleasant  wine,  nay  rather  which  swallow  thee  up),  as  yet 
satisfy  thee,  especially  since  the  end  of  thy  life  is  daily  now 
approaching?  Why  dost  thou  heavily  clog  thy  miserable 
soul  with  the  sin  of  lust,  which  is  fouler  than  any  other,  by 
putting  away  thy  wife,  and  after  her  honourable  death,  by 
the  base  practices  of  thy  shameless  daughter  ?  Waste  not  (I 
beseech  thee)  the  residue  of  thy  life  in  offending  God, 
because  as  yet  an  acceptable  time  and  day  of  salvation 
shines  on  the  faces  of  the  penitent,  wherein  thou  mayest 
take  care  that  thy  flight  may  not  be  in  the  winter,  or  on  the 
sabbath  day.  "  Turn  away  (according  to  the  psalmist)  from 
evil,  and  do  good,  seek  peace  and  ensue  it,"  because  the  eyes 
of  our  Lord  will  be  cast  upon  thee,  when  thou  doest  righte- 
ousness, and  his  ears  will  be  then  open  unto  thy  prayers, 
and  he  will  not  destroy  thy  memory  out  of  the  land  of  the 
living ;  thou  shalt  cry,  and  he  will  hear  thee,  and  out  of  thy 
tribulations  deliver  thee;  for  Christ  doth  never  despbe  a 
heart  that  is  contrite  and  humbled  with  fear  of  him. 
Otherwise,  the  worm  of  thy  torture  shall  not  die,  and  the 
fire  of  thy  burning  shall  never  be  extinguished. 

§  82.  And  thou  too,  Cuneglasse,t  why  art  thou  fallen  into 
the  filth  of  thy  former  naughtiness,  yea,  since  the  very  first 
spring  of  thy  tender  youth,  thou  bear,  thou  rider  and  ruler 
of  many,  and  guider  of  the  chariot  which  is  the  receptacle 
of  the  bear,  thou  contemner  of  God,  and  vilifier  of  his 
order,  thou  tawny  butcher,  as  in  the  Latin  tongue  thy  name 
signifies.  Why  dost  thou  raise  so  great  a  war  as  well 
against  men  as  also  against  God  himself,  against  men,  yea, 
thy  own  countrymen,  with  thy  deadly  weapons,  and  against 
God  with  thine  infinite  offences  ?  Why,  besides  thine  other 
innumerable  backslidings,  having  thrown  out  of  doors  thy 
wife,  dost  thou,  in  the  lust,  or  rather  stupidity  of  thy  mind, 
against  the  apostle's  express  prohibition,  denouncing  that  no 

•  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Cardigiixiy  Pembroke,  and  Cannirtheii. 
t  His  dominions  were  north  of  Cambria,  between  the  Serem  md  tlM 
Western  Sea.. 
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Adulterers  can  be  partakers  of  the  kingdom  of  lieaTeiii 

esteem  her  detestable  sister,  who  had  vowed  unto  Gk>d  the 

everlasting  continency,  as  the  very  flower  (m  the  language 

of  the  poet)  of  the  celestial  nymphs?     Why  dost  thou 

provoke  with  thy  frequent  injuries  the  lamentations  and 

sighs  of  saints,  by  thy  means  corporally  afflicted,  which  will 

in  time  to  come,  like  a  fierce  lioness,  break  thy  bones  in 

pieces  ?    Desist,  I  beseech  thee  (as  the  prophet  saith)  from 

wrath,  and  leave  off  thy  deadly  fury,  which  thou  breathes! 

out  against  heaven  and  earth,  against  God  and  his  flock,  and 

which  in  time  will  be  thy  own  torment;  rather  with  altered 

mind  obtain  the  prayers  of  those  who  possess  a  power  of 

binding  over  this  world,  when  in  this  world  they  bind  the 

guilty,  and  of  loosing  when  they  loose  the  penitent.    Be  not 

(as  the  apostle  saith)  proudly  wise,  nor  hope  thou  in  the 

uncertainty  of  riches,  but  in  God  who  giveth  thee  many 

things  abundantly,  and  by  the  amendment  of  thy  manners 

purchase  unto  thyself  a  good  foundation  for  hereafter,  and 

^  ^  uf^^    B^^  ^  enter  into  that  real  and  true  state  of  existence  which 

9j:i  \V3vK£will  be  not  transitory  but  everlasting.     Otherwise,  thou 

'\j  iSi  J\    sihalt  know  and  see,  yea,  in  this  very  world,  how  bad  and 

,>o\^OVj  C  bitter  a  thing  it  is  for  thee  to  leave  the  Lord  thy  Gk)d,  and 

i.^^^  ^v>\  jiot  have  his  fear  before  thine  eyes,  and  in  the  next,  how 

co>j>^'  'thou  shalt  be  burned  in  the  foul  encompassing  flames  of 

^^  N\H*^  endless  fire,  nor  yet  by  any  manner  of  means  shalt  ever  die. 

/^Wj  ^j^^  For  the  souls  of  the  sinful  are  as  eternal  in  perpetual  fire,  as 

[j^ji  F\T>^^^  ^^^  o^  ^^  j"^^  ^^  perpetual  joy  and  gladness. 

§  33.  And  likewise,  O  thou  dragon  of  the  island,  who 
hast  deprived  many  tyrants,  as  well  of  their  kingdoms  as  of 
their  lives,  and  though  the  last-mentioned  in  my  writing, 
the  first  in  mischief,  exceeding  many  in  power,  and  also  in 
malice,  more  liberal  than  others  in  giving^  more  licentious  in 
sinning,  strong  in  arms,  but  stronger  in  working  thine  own 
soul's  destruction,  Maglocune,*  why  art  thou  (as  if  soaked 
^  in  the  wine  of  the  Sodomitical  grape)  foolishly  rolling  in 
that  black  pool  of  thine  offences  ?  Why  dost  thou  wilfully 
heap  like  a  mountain,  upon  thy  kingly  shoulders,  such  a  load 
of  sins  ?  Why  dost  thou  show  thysdf  unto  the  King  of  kings 
(who  hath  made  thee  as  well  in  kingdom  as  in  stature  of  body 
higher  than  almost  all  the  other  chiefs  nf  Britain)  not  better 
*  ProlMUy  Maelg^x  Gwyneddj  king   f  Nortli  WalM. 
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likewise  in  virtues  than  the  rest ;  but  on  the  contrary  for  thy 
sins  much  worse  ?  Listen  then  awhile  and  I  ear  patiently  the 
following  enumeration  of  thy  deeds,  wherein  I  will  not 
touch  any  domestic  and  light  offences  (if  yet  any  of  them  are 
light)  but  only  those  open  ones  which  are  spread  far  and 
wide  in  the  knowledge  of  all  men.  Didst  not  thou,  in  the 
very  beginning  of  thy  youth,  terribly  oppress  with  sword, 
spear,  and  fire,  the  king  thine  unde,  together  with  his  coura- 
geous bands  of  soldiers,  whose  countenances  in  battle  were 
not  unlike  those  of  young  lions  ?  Not  r^arding  the  words 
of  the  prophet,  who  says,  "  The  blood-thirsty  and  deceitful 
men  shall  not  live  out  half  their  days  ;**  and  even  if  the 
sequel  of  thy  sins  were  not  such  as  ensued,  yet  what  retribution 
couldst  thou  expect  for  this  offence  only  at  the  hands  of  the 
just  Judge,  who  hath  said  by  his  prophet :  "  Woe  be  to  thee 
who  spoilest,  and  shalt  not  thou  thyself  be  spoiled  ?  and  thou 
who  killest,  shalt  not  thyself  be  killed  ?  and  when  thou  shalt 
make  an  end  of  thy  spoiling,  then  shalt  thou  thyself  fall." 

§  34.  But  when  the  imagination  of  thy  violent  rule  had 
succeeded  according  to  thy  wishes,  and  thou  wast  urged  by  a 
.  desire  to  return  into  the  right  way,  night  and  day  the  con- 
sciousness of  thy  crimes  afflicted  thee,  whilst  thou  didst 
ruminate  on  the  Lord's  ritual  and  the  ordinances  of  the 
monks,  and  then  publish  to  the  world  and  vow  thyself  before 
God  a  monk  with  no  intention  to  be  unfaithful,  as  thou  didst 
say,  having  burst  through  those  toils  in  which  such  great 
beasts  as  thyself  were  used  to  become  entangled,  whether  it 
were  love  of  rule,  of  gold,  or  silver,  or,  what  is  stronger 
still,  the  fancies  of  thy  own  heart.  And  didst  thou  not,  as  a 
dove  which  cleaves  the  yielding  air  with  its  pinions,  and  by 
its  rapid  turns  escapes  the  furious  hawk,  safely  return  to  the 
e^lls  where  the  saints  repose,  as  a  most  certain  place  of 
refuge  ?  Oh  how  great  a  joy  should  it  have  been  to  our 
mother  church,  if  the  enemy  of  all  mankind  had  not  lament- 
ably pulled  thee,  as  it  were,  out  of  her  bosom  I  Oh  what  an 
abundant  flame  of  heavenly  hope  would  have  been  kindled  in 
the  hearts  of  despenite  sinners,  hadst  thou  remained  in  thy 
blessed  estate  I  Oh  what  great  rewards  in  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  would  have  been  laid  up  for  thy  soul  against  the  day 
of  judgment^  if  that  craffy  wolf  had  not  caught  thee,  who  of 
t  wolf  wast  now  become  a  lamb  (not  much  against  tliine  owo 
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wUl)  out  of  tlie  fold  of  our  Lord,  and  made  thee  of  a  lamb,  a 
wolf  like  unto  himself,  again  ?  Oh  how  great  a  joy  would 
the  preservation  of  thy  salvation  have  been  to  God  the 
Father  of  all  saints^  had  not  the  devil,  the  father  of  all  cast* 
awajs,  as  an  eagle  of  monstrous  wings  and  claws,  carried 
thee  captive  away  against  all  right  and  reason,  to  the  un- 
happy band  of  his  children  ?  And  to  be  short,  thy  conver- 
sion to  righteousness  gave  as  great  joy  to  heaven  and  earth, 
as  now  thy  detestable  return,  like  a  dog  to  hb  vomit, 
breedeth  grief  and  lamentation  :  which  being  done,  *Uhe 
members  which  should  have  been  busily  employed,  as  the 
armour  of  justice  for  the  Lord,  are  now  become  the  armour 
of  iniquity  for  sin  and  the  devil ;"  for  now  thou  dost  not 
listen  to  the  praises  of  Grod  sweetly  sounded  forth  by  the 
pleasant  voices  of  Christ's  soldiers,  nor  the  instruments  of 
ecclesiastical  melody,  but  thy  own  praises  (which  are  nothing) 
rung  out  afler  the  foshion  of  the  giddy  rout  of  Bacchus  by 
the  mouths  of  thy  villainous  followers,  accompanied  with  lies 
and  malice,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  neighbours ;  so' 
that  the  vessel  prepared  for  the  service  of  God,  is  now 
turned  to  a  vessel  of  dirt,  and  what  was  once  reputed  worthy 
of  heavenly  honour,  is  now  cast  as  it  deserves  into  the 
bottomless  pit  of  heU. 

§  35.  Yet  neither  is  thy  sensual  mind  (which  is  overcome 
by  the  excess  of  thy  follies)  at  all  checked  in  its  course  with 
committing  so  many  sins,  but  hot  and  prone  (like  a  young 
colt  that  coveteth  every  pleasant  pasture)  runneth  headlong 
forward,  with  irrecoverable  fury,  through  the  intended  fields 
of  crime,  continually  increasing  the  number  of  its  trans- 
gressions.  For  the  former  marriage  of  thy  first  wife 
(although  after  thy  violated  vow  of  religion  she  was  not 
lawfully  thine,  but  only  by  right  of  the  time  she  was  with 
thee),  was  now  despised  by  thee,  and  another  woman,  the 
wife  of  a  man  then  Hving,  and  he  no  stranger,  but  thy  own 
brother's  son,  enjoyed  thy  affections.  Upon  which  occasion 
that  stiff  neck  of  thine  (already  laden  with  sins)  b  now 
burdened  with  two  monstrous  murders,  the  one  of  thy  aforesaid 
nephew,  the  other,  of  her  who  once  was  thy  wedded  wife  : 
and  thou  art  now  from  low  to  lower,  and  from  bad  to  worse^ 
bowed,  bent,  and  sunk  down  into  the  lowest  depth  of  sacri* 
l^e.    Afterwards,  also  didst  thou  public^  marry  the  widow 
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07  whose  deceit  and  suggestion  such  a  heavy  weight  of 
offences  was  undergone,  and  take  her,  lawfully,  as  the  Matter- 
ing tongues  of  thy  parasites  with  false  words  pronounced  it, 
but  as  we  say,  most  wickedly,  to  be  thine  own  in  wedlock. 
And  therefore  what  holy  man  is  there,  who,  moved  with  the 
narration  of  such  a  history,  would  not  presently  break  out 
into  weeping  and  lamentations  ?  What  priest  (whose  heart 
lieth  open  unto  Grod)  would  not  instantly,  upon  hearing  this, 
exclaim  with  anguish  in  the  language  of  the  prophet :  *'  Who 
shall  give  water  to  my  head,  and  to  my  eyes  a  fountain  of 
tears,  and  I  will  day  and  night  bewail  those  of  my  people, 
who  are  slaughtered."  For  full  little  (alas  !)  hast  thou  with 
thine  ears  listened  to  that  reprehension  of  the  prophet  speak- 
ing in  this  wise :  "  Woe  be  unto  you,  O  wicked  men,  who 
have  left  the  law  of  the  most  holy  Grod,  and  if  ye  shall  be 
bom,  your  portion  shall  be  to  malediction,  and  if  ye  die,  to 
malediction  shaU  be  your  portion,  all  things  that  are  fk>m 
the  earth,  to  the  earth  shall  be  converted  again,  so  shall  the 
wicked  from  malediction  pass  to  perdition  :  if  they  return 
not  unto  our  Lord,  listening  to  this  admonition  :  "  Son,  thou 
hast  offended  ;  add  no  further  offence  thereunto,  but  rather 
pray  for  the  forgiveness  of  the  former."  And  again,  "  Be 
not  slow  to  be  converted  onto  our  Lord,  neither  put  off  the 
same  from  day  to  day,  for  his  wrath  doth  come  suddenly.** 
Because,  as  the  Scripture  saith,  "  When  the  king  heareth  the 
unjust  word,  all  under  his  dominion  become  wicked."  And, 
the  just  king  (according  to  the  prophet)  raiseth  up  his  region. 
But  warnings  truly  are  not  wanting  to  thee,  since  thou  hast 
had  for  thy  instructor  the  most  eloquent  master  of  almost  all 
Britain.  Take  heed,  thereof,  lest  that  which  Solomon  noteth, 
befall  thee,  which  is,  **  Even  as  he  who  stirreth  up  a  sleep- 
ing man  out  of  his  heavy  sleep,  so  is  that  person  who  de- 
dareth  wisdom  unto  a  fool,  for  in  the  end  of  his  speech  wiU 
he  say.  What  hast  thou  first  spoken  ?  Wash  thine  heart  (as 
it  is  written)  from  malice,  O  Jerusalem,  that  thou  mayest 
be  saved."  Despise  not  (I  beseech  thee)  the  unspeakable 
mercy  of  God,  cdling  by  his  prophet  the  wicked  in  this  way 
from  their  offences  :  '^  I  will  on  a  sudden  speak  to  the 
nation,  and  to  the  kingdom,  that  I  may  root  out,  and  dis« 
perse,  and  destroy,  and  overthrow."  As  for  the  siimer  he 
dotb  in  this  wise  exhort  him  vehemently  to  repent.    **  And 
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if  the  same  people  shall  repent  from  their  offence,  I  will  also 
repent  of  the  evil  which  I  have  said  that  I  would  do  unto 
them."    And  again,  "  Who  will  give  them  such  an  hearty 
that  they  may  hear  me,  and  keep  my  commandments,  and 
that  it  may  be  well  with  them  all  the  days  of  their  lives." 
And  also  in  the  Canticle  of  Deuteronomy,  '*  A  people  with- 
out counsel  and  prudence,  I  wish  they  would  be  wise,  and 
understand,  and  foresee  the  last  of  al^  how  one  pursueth  a 
thousand  and  two  put  to  flight  ten  thousand."     And  again, 
our  Lord  in  the  go^>el,  '^  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  who  do  labour 
and  are  burdened,  and  I  will  make  you  rest.     Take  my 
joke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  because  I  am  meek  and 
humble  of  heart,  and  ye  shall  find  repose  for  your  souls." 
For  if  thou  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  these  admonitions,  contenm 
the  prophets,  and  despise  Christ,  and  make  no  account  of  us, 
humble  though  we  be,  so  long  as  with  sincere  piety  and 
purity  of  mind  we  bear  in  mind  that  saying  of  the  prophet, 
that  we  may  not  be  found,  "  Dumb  dogs,  not  able  to  bark  ;" 
(however  I  for  my  part  may  not  be  of  that  singular  fortitude, 
in  the  spirit  and  virtue  of  our  Lord,  as  to  declare,  "  To  the 
house  of  Jacob  their  sins,  and  the  house  of  Israel  their 
offences  ;")  and  so  long  as  we  shall  remember  that  of  Solo- 
mon, ^^  He  who  says  that  the  wicked  are  just,  shall  be  ac- 
cursed among  the  people,  and  odious  to  nations,  for  they  who 
reprove  them  shall  have  better  hopes."  And  again,  ^'  Respect, 
not  with  reverence  thy  neighbour  in  his  ruin,  nor  forbear  to 
speak  in  time  of  salvation."    And  as  long  also  as  we  forget 
not  this,  '^  Root  out  those  who  are  led  to  death,  and  forbear 
not  to  redeem  them  who  are  murdered ;"  because,  as  the 
same  prophet  says,  "  Riches  shall  not  profit  in  the  day  of 
wrath,  but  justice  delivereth  from  death."    And,  '^  J£  the  just 
indeed  be  hardly  saved,  where  shall  the  wicked  and  sinner 
appear  ?    If,  as  I  said,  thou  scorn  us,  who  obey  these  texts^ 
the  dark  flood  of  hell  shall  without  doubt  eternally  drown 
thee  in  that  deadly  whirlpool,  and  those  terrible  streams  of 
fire  that  shall  ever  torment  and  never  consume  thee,  and 
then  shall  the  confession  of  thy  pains  and  sorrow  for  thy  sins 
be  altogether  too  late  and  unprofitable  to  one,  who  now  in  this 
accepted  time  and  day  of  salvation  deferrelli  his  conversion 
to  a  more  righteous  way  of  life. 

I  87.  And  here^  indeed^  if  not  before,  was  this  lamentabU 
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Ustoiry  of  the  miBeries  of  oar  tiine  to  have  beea  broagiit  to 
A  ooncLurioDy  that  L  might  no  farther  disooorse  of  the  deeds 
of  men  i  but  th^  I  may  not  be  thought  timid  or  weary, 
whereby  I  might  the  lees  carefolly  avoid  that  saying  of 
Isaiah)  *'  Woe  be  to  them  who  call  good  evil,  and  oyiI  good^ 
placing  darkness  for  lights  and  light  for  darkness^  bitter  for 
sweet,  and  sweet  for  bitter,  who  seeing  see  not^  and  hearing 
hear  not,  whose  hearts  are  overshadowed  with  a  thick  and 
black  doud  of  vices  ;**  I  will  briefly  set  down  the  threaten- 


ings  which  are  denoanoed  against  these  ^e  afbresaid  lascis 
vioas  horses,  the  frantic  followers  of  Pharaoh,  tiiroagh  whom 


army  is  wilfully  orged  forward  to  their  utter  destruction 
in  the  Bed  Sea,  and  also  against  such  others,  by  the  sacred 
orades,  with  whose  holy  testimonies  the  frame  of  this  our 
little  work  is,  as  it  were,  roofed  in,  that  it  may  not  be  sub- 
ject to  the  showers  of  the  envious,  which  otherwise  would  be 
poured  thereon.  Let^  therefore^  God's  holy  prophets,  who 
are  to  mortal  men  the  mouth  of  Grod,  and  the  organ  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  forbidding  evila,  and  &vouring  goodness,  an- 
swer for  OS  as  well  now  as  formerly,  against  the  stubborn 
and  proud  princes  of  this  our  age,  thisit  ti^ey  may  not  say  we 
menace  them  with  such  threala,  and  such  great  terrors  of  our 
own  invention  only,  and  with  rash  and  over-zealous  meddling. 
For  to  no  wise  man  is  it  doubtful  how  far  more  grievous  the  < 
sins  of  this  our  time  are  than  those  of  the  primitive  age,  I 
when  the  apostle  said,  ''  Any  one  transgressing  the  law,  be* 
ing  convicted  by  two  or  three  witnesses,  shall  die,  how  much 
worse  punishment  think  ye  then  that  he  deserveth,  who  shall 
trample  under  his  foot  the  Son  of  Grod  ?" 

§  38.  And  first  of  all  appears  before  us,  Samuel,  by 
God's  commandment,  the  establisher  of  a  lawful  kingdom, 
dedicated  to  Grod  before  his  birth,  undoubtedly  known  by 
marvellous  signs,  to  be  a  true  prophet  unto  all  the  people, 
frt>m  Dan  even  to  Beersheba,  out  of  whose  mouth,  the  Holy 
Ghost  thundereth  to  all  the  potentates  of  the  world,  de- 
nouncing Saul  the  first  king  of  the  Hebrews,  only  because 
he  did  not  accomplish  some  matters  commanded  hun  of  our 
Lord,  in  these  words  which  follow:  ''Thou  hast  done 
foolishly,  neither  yet  hast  thou  kept  the  commandments  of 
our  Lord  thy  Gk>d,  that  hfi  hath  given  thee  in  charge ;  which 
if  thou  hadat  not  committed,  even  now  had  our  Lord  pre« 
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pared  thy  reign  orer  Israel  for  ever,  bat  ihj  kingdom  shall 
no  farther  arise."  And  what  did  he  commit,  whether  it 
were  adultery  or  murder,  like  to  the  offences  of  the  present 
time  ?  No^  truly,  but  broke  in  part  one  of  Grod's  command- 
ments, for,  as  one  of  our  writers  says,  '^  The  question  is  not 
of  the  quality  of  the  sin,  but  of  the  violating  of  the  pre- 
cept." Also  when  he  endeavoured  to  answer  (as  he  thought) 
the  objections  of  Samuel,  and  after  the  fashion  of  men  wisely 
to  make  excuses  for  his  offence  in  this  manner :  "  Yea,  X 
have  obeyed  the  voice  of  our  Lord,  and  walked  in  the  way 
through  which  he  hath  sent  me  ;**  with  this  rebuke  was  he 
corrected  by  him :  "  What !  will  our  Lord  have  burnt  offer- 
ings or  oblations,  and  not  rather  that  the  voice  of  our  Lord 
should  be  obeyed  ?  Obedience  is  better  than  oblations,  and 
to  hearken  unto  him,  better  than  to  offer  the  fat  of  rams. 
For  as  it  is  the  sin  of  soothsaying  to  resist,  so  is  it  the 
offence  of  idolatry  not  to  obey ;  in  r^ard,  therefore,  that 
thou  hast  cast  away  the  word  of  our  Lbrd,  he  hath  also  cast 
thee  away  that  thou  be  not  king."  And  a  little  after,  "  Our 
Lord  hath  this  day  rent  the  kingdom  of  Israel  from  thee, 
and  delivered  it  up  to  thy  neighbour,  a  man  better  than  thy- 
self. The  Triumpher  of  Israel  truly  will  not  spare,  and  will  not 
be  bowed  with  repentance,  neither  yet  is  he  a  man  that  he 
should  repent ;"  that  is  to  say,  upon  the  stony  hearts  of  the 
wicked :  wherein  it  is  to  be  noted  how  he  saith,  that  to  be 
disobedient  unto  God  is  the  sin  of  idolatry.  Let  not,  there- 
fore, our  wicked  transgressors  (while  they  do  not  openly 
sacrifice  to  the  gods  of  the  Grentiles)  flatter  themselves  that 
they  are  not  idolaters,  whilst  they  tread  like  swine  the  most 
precious  pearls  of  Cluist  under  tiieir  feet. 

§  39.  But  although  this  one  example  as  an  invincible 
affirmadon  might  abundantly  suffice  to  correct  the  wicked ; 
yet,  that  by  the  mouths  of  many  witnesses  all  the  offences 
of  Britain  may  be  proved,  let  us  pass  to  the  rest.  What 
happened  to  I>avid  for  numbering  his  people,  when  the  pro- 
phet Gad  spake  unto  him  in  this  sort?  Thus  saith  our 
Lord :  ^*  The  choice  of  three  things  is  offered  thee,  choose 
which  thou  wilt,  that  I  may  execute  it  upon  thee.  Shall 
there  befall  thee  a  famine  for  seven  years,  or  shalt  thou  flee 
three  months  before  thine  enemies,  and  they  pursue  thee,  or 
ifayi  there  be  three  days*  pestilence  in  thy  land?"    For  be- 
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ing  brought  into  great  straits  by  this  condition,  and*willing 
rather  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Gk)d  who  is  merciful,  than 
into  those  of  men,  he  was  humbled  with  the  slaughter  of 
seyenty  thousand  of  his  subjects,  and  unless  with  the  affec- 
tion of  an  apostolic  charitj,  he  had  desired  to  die  himself 
for  his  countrymen,  that  the  plague  might  not  further  con- 
sume them,  saying,  '^I  am  he  that  has  offended,  I  the 
shepherd  have  dealt  unjustly:  but  these  sheep,  what  hare 
they  sinned?  Let  thy  hand,  I  beseech  thee,  be  turned 
against  me,  and  against  the  house  of  my  father;"  he  would 
have  atoned  for  the  unadvised  pride  of  his  heart  with  his 
own  death.  For  what  does  the  scripture  afterwards  declare 
of  his  son  ?  '^  And  Solomon  wrought  that  which  was  not 
pleasing  before  our  Lord,  and  he  did  not  fill  up  the  measure 
of  his  good  deeds  by  following  the  Lord  like  his  father 
David.  And  our  Lard  said  unto  him,  Because  thou  hast 
thus  behaved  thyself  and  not  observed  my  covenant  and 
precepts,  which  I  have  commanded  thee,  breaking  it  asun- 
der ;  I  will  divide  thy  kingdom,  and  give  the  same  unto  thy 
servant" 

§  40.  Hear  now  likewise  what  fell  upon  the  two  sacrile- 
gious kings  of  Israel  (even  such  as  ours  are),  Jeroboam  and 
Baasha,  unto  whom  ^e  sentence  and  doom  of  our  Lord  is 
by  the  prophet  in  this  way  directed :  **  For  what  cause  have 
I  exalted  thee  a  prince  over  Israel,  in  regard  that  they  have 
provoked  me  by  their  vanities.  Behold  I  will  stir  up  after 
Baasha  and  after  his  house,  and  I  will  give  over  his  house  as 
the  house  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat  Whoso  of  his 
blood  shall  die  in  the  city,  the  dogs  shall  eat  him,  and  the 
dead  carcass  of  him  that  dieth  in  the  field  shall  the  fowls  of 
the  air  eat."  What  doth  he  also  threaten  unto  that  wicked 
king  of  Israel,  a  worthy  companion  of  the  former,  by  whose 
collusion  and  his  wife's  deceit,  innocent  Naboth  was  for  his 
father's  vineyard  put  to  death,  when  the  holy  mouth  of  E^as, 
yea,  the  sel&ame  mouth  that  was  instructed  with  the  fiery 
speech  of  our  Lord,  thus  spake  unto  him :  '<  Hast  thou  killed 
and  also  taken  possession,  and  after  this  wilt  thou  yet  add 
more  ?  Thus  saith  our  Lord,  in  this  very  place,  whereiii 
the  dogs  have  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth,  they  shfldl  lick  np 
thy  blood  also."  Which  fell  out  afterwards  in  that  very 
Mff^  M  we  have  certain  procrfl    BatIe8tperohiiioe(a8  befeU 
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Akab  ako)  the  lying  spirit,  which  prouotinceth  vain  things 
in  the  months  of  jour  prophets  may  seduce  you,  hearken 
to  the  words  of  the  prophet  Micaiaii :  '*  Behold  God  hath 
Buffered  the  spirit  of  lying  to  possess  the  mouths  of  all  thy 
prophets  that  do  here  remain,  and  our  Lord  hath  pronounced 
evil  against  thee."  For  even  now  it  is  certain  that  there  are 
some  teachers  inspired  with  a  contrary  spirit,  preaching  and 
affirming  rather  what  is  pleasing,  however  depraved,  than 
what  is  true :  whose  words  are  softer  than  oil,  and  the  same 
are  darts,  who  say,  peace,  peace,  and  there  shall  be  no  peace 
to  them,  who  persevere  in  their  sins,  as  says  the  prophet  in 
another  place  also,  "  It  is  not  for  the  wicked  to  rejoice,  saith 
our  Lord." 

§  4L  Azarias,  also,  the  son  of  Obed,  Bpoke  unto  Asa, 
who  returned  from  the  slaughter  of  the  army  of  ten  hun- 
dred thousand  Ethiopians,  saying,  '^  Our  Lord  is  with  you 
while  you  remain  with  him,  and  if  you  will  seek  him  out, 
he  will  be  found  by  you,  and  if  you  will  leave  him,  he 
will  leave  you  also."  For  if  Jehosaphat  for  only  assisting  a 
wicked  king,  was  thus  reproved  by  the  prophet  Jehu,  the 
son  of  Ananias,  saying,  **  If  thou  givest  aid  to  a  sinner,  or 
lovest  them  whom  our  Lord  doth  hate,  the  wrath  of  God 
doth  therefore  hang  over  thee,"  what  shall  become  of  them 
who  are  fettered  in  the  snares  of  their  own  offences  ?  whose 
sin  we  must  of  necessity  hate,  if  not  their  souls,  if  we  wish 
to  fight  in  the  army  of  the  Lord,  according  to  the  words  of  "  * 
the  Psalmist,  "  Hate  ye  evil,  who  love  our  Lord."  What 
was  said  to  Jehoram,  the  son  of  the  above-named  Jehosa- 
phat, that  most  horrible  murderer  (who  being  himself  a 
bastard,  slew  his  noble  brethren,  that  he  might  possess  the 
throne  in  their  place,  by  the  prophet  Elias,  who  was  the 
chariot  and  charioteer  of  Israel?  "Thus  speaketh  the 
Lord  Grod  of  thy  father  David.  Because  thou  hast  not 
walked  in  the  way  of  thy  father  Jehosaphat,  and  in  the 
ways  of  Asa  the  king  of  Judah,  but  hast  walked  in  the 
ways  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  and  in  adultery  according  to  the 
behaviour  of  the  house  of  Ahab,  and  hast  moreover  killed 
thy  brethren,  the  sons  of  Jehosaphat,  men  fifu*  better  than 
thyself,  behold,  our  Lord  shall  stnke  thee  and  thy  children 
with  a  mighty  plague."  And  a  little  afterwards,  "  And  thou 
vbalt  be  very  sick  of  a  disease  of  th j  belly,  until  thy  entrails 
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sbal],  together  with  the  maladj  itself  from  dkj  to  day^  come 
forth  out  of  thee.**  And  listen  also  what  the  prcmhetZadui- 
riahy  the  son  of  Jehoiades,  menaced  to  Joaui,  die  king  of 
Israel,  when  he  abandoned  our  Lord  even  as  je  now  do^  and 
the  prophet  spoke  in  this  maimer  to  the  people :  '^  Thus  saith 
our  Lord,  Why  do  ye  transgress  the  commandments  of  our 
Lord  and  do  not  prosper?  Because  je  have  left  our  Lord, 
he  will  also  leave  jon.^ 

§  42.  What  shall  I  mention  of  Isaiah,  the  first  and  chief 
of  the  prophets,  who  beginneth  his  prophecy,  or  rather 
vision,  in  this  way:  ^^Hear,  O  ye  heavens,  and  O  thou  earth 
conceive  in  thine  ears,  because  our  Lord  hath  spoken,  I  have 
nourished  children,  and  exalted  them,  but  they  themselves 
have  despised  me.  The  ox  hath  known  his  owner,  and  the 
ass  his  master's  crib,  but  Israel  hath  not  known  me,  and  my 
people  hath  not  understood."  And  a  little  further  with 
threatenings  answerable  to  so  great  a  folly,  he  saith,  *'  The 
daughter  of  Sion  shall  be  utterly  left  as  a  tabernacle  in  the 
vineyard,  and  as  a  hovel  in  the  cucumber  garden,  and  a  city 
that  is  sacked."  And  especially,  convening  and  accusing  the 
princes,  he  saith,  "  Hear  the  word  of  our  Lord,  O  ye  princes 
of  Sodom,  perceive  ye  the  law  of  our  Lord,  O  ye  people  of 
Gomorrah."  Wherein  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  unjust  kings 
are  termed  the  princes  of  Sodom,  for  our  Lord,  forbidding 
sacrifices  and  gifts  to  be  offered  to  him  by  such  persons,  and 
seeing  that  we  greedily  receive  those  offerings  which  in  all 
nations  are  displeasing  unto  God,  and  to  our  own  destruction 
suffer  them  not  to  be  bestowed  on  the  poor  and  needy,  speak 
thus  to  them  who,  laden  with  riches,  are  likewise  given  to 
offend  on  this  head:  "Offer  no  more  your  sacrifice  in  vain, 
your  incense  is  abomination  unto  me."  And  again  he 
denounceth  them  thus:  "And  when  ye  shall  stretch  out 
your  hands,  I  will  turn  away  mine  eyes  from  you,  and  when 
ye  shall  multiply  your  prayers,  I  will  not  hear."  And  lie 
declareth  wherdbre  he  does  this,  saying,  "  Your  hands  are 
full  of  blood."  And  likewise  showing  how  he  may  be 
appeased,  he  says,  "  Be  ye  washed,  be  ye  dean,  take  away 
the  evil  of  your  thoughts  from  mine  eyes :  cease  to  do  evil, 
learn  to  do  well :  seek  for  judgment,  succour  the  oppressed, 
do  justice  to  the  pupil  or  orphan."  And  then  assuming  as  it 
were  the  part  of  a  reconciling  mediator,  he  adds,  '^  Thougii 
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jour  sins  shall  be  as  scarlet,  thej  shall  be  made  white 
snow :  though  thej  shall  be  as  red  as  the  little  worm,*  they 
shall  be  as  white  as  wooL  If  je  shall  be  willing  to  hear  me^ 
ye  shall  feed  on  the  good  things  of  the  land ;  but  if  je  will 
not,  but  provoke  me  unto  wrath,  the  sword  shall  devour  you." 
§  43.  Receive  ye  the  true  and  public  avoucher,  witnessing, 
without  any  falsehood  or  flattery,  the  reward  of  your  good 
and  evil,  not  like  the  soothing  humble  lips  of  your  parasites, 
which  whisper  poisons  into  your  ears.  And  also  directing 
his  sentence  against  ravenous  judges,  he  saith  thus :  "  Thy 
princes  are  unfaithful,  companions  of  thieves,  all  love  gifts, 
hunt  after  rewards:  they  do  no  justice  to  the  orphan,  the 
widow's  cause  entereth  not  unto  them.  For  thus  saith  our 
Lord  Grod  of  hosts,  the  strong  one  of  Israel,  Alas,  I  will 
take  consolation  upon  my  foes,  and  be  revenged  upon  mine 
enemies ;  and  the  heinous  sinners  shall  be  broken  to  powder, 
and  offenders  together  with  them,  and  all  who  have  left  our 
Lord,  shall  be  consumed."  And  afterwards,  ^*  The  eyes  of 
the  lofty  man  shall  be  brought  low,  and  the  height  of  men 
hath  bowed  down."  And  again,  "  Woe  be  to  the  wicked, 
evil  befall  him,  for  he  shall  be  rewarded  according  to  his 
handy-work.**  And  a  little  after,  "  Woe  be  unto  you  who 
arise  early  to  follow  drunkenness,  and  to  drink  even  to  the 
very  evening,  that  ye  may  fume  with  wine.  The  harp^  and 
the  lyre,  and  the  tabor,  and  the  pipe,  and  wine  are  in  your 
banquets,  and  the  work  of  our  Lord  ye  respect  no(^  neither 
yet  consider  ye  the  works  of  his  hands.  Therefore  is  my 
people  led  captive  away,  because  they  have  not  had  know- 
ledge, and  their  nobles  have  perished  with  famine,  and  their 
multitude  hath  withered  away  with  thirst  Therefore  hath 
hell  enlarged  and  dilated  his  spirit,  and  without  measure 
opened  his  mouth,  and  his  strong  ones,  and  his  people,  and 
his  lofty  and  glorious  ones,  shall  descend  down  unto  him.** 
And  afterwards,  '^  Woe  be  unto  you  who  are  mighty  for  the 
drinking  of  wine,  and  strong  men  for  the  procuring  of 
drunkenness^  who  justify  the  wicked  for  rewards,  and 
deprive  the  just  man  of  his  justice.  For  this  cause  even  as 
the  tongue  of  the  fire  devoureth  the  stubble,  and  as  the  heat 
of  the  flame  bometh  up,  so  shall  their  root  be  as  the  ashes^ 
and  their  branch  aludl  rise  up  as  the  dust.  For  they  ha^t 
•  YfffBinkm,  the  Ei^liih  fcnkm,  leemf  derived  from  v€rme$f  a  wem. 


cast  away  the  law  of  our  Lord  of  hoBla,  and  despised  the 
speech  of  the  holy  one  of  Israel.  In  all  these  the  fury  of 
our  Lord  is  not  turned  away,  but  as  yet  hia  hand  is  stretched 
out." 

§  44.  And  further  on,  speaking  of  the  day  of  judgment 
and  the  unspeakable  fears  of  sinners,  he  says,  "  Howl  ye, 
because  the  day  of  our  Lord  is  near  at  hand  (if  so  near  at 
that  time,  what  shall  it  now  be  thought  to  be  ?^  for  destruction 
shall  proceed  from  God.  For  this  shall  all  hands  be 
dissolved,  and  every  man's  heart  shall  wither  away,  and  be 
bruised ;  tortures  and  dolours  shall  hold  them,  as  a  woman  in 
labour  so  shall  they  be  grieved,  every  man  shall  at  his 
neighbour  stand  astonished,  burned  faces  shall  be  their 
countenances.  Behold,  the  day  of  our  Lord  shall  come, 
fierce  and  full  of  indignation,  and  of  wrath,  and  fury,  to 
turn  the  earth  into  a  desert,  and  break  her  sinners  in  small 
pieces  from  off  her;  because  the  stars  of  heaven  and  the 
brightness  of  them,  shall  not  unfold  their  light,  the  sun  in 
his  rising  shall  be  covered  over  with  darkness,  and  the  moon 
shall  not  shine  in  her  season ;  and  I  will  visit  upon  the  evils 
of  the  world,  and  against  the  wicked,  their  own  iniquity,  and 
I  will  make  the  pride  of  the  unfaithful  to  cease,  and  the 
arrogancy  of  the  strong,  I  will  bring  low."  And  again, 
*'  Behold  our  Lord  will  disperse  the  earth,  and  he  Tvill  strip 
her  naked,  and  afflict  her  face,  and  scatter  her  inhabitants ; 
and  as  the  people,  so  shall  be  the  priest ;  and  as  the  slave,  so 
shall  be  his  lord ;  as  the  handmaid,  so  shall  be  her  lady ;  as 
the  purchaser,  so  shall  be  the  seller ;  as  the  usurer,  so  shall 
be  he  that  borroweth ;  as  he  who  demandeth,  so  shall  he  be 
that  oweth.  With  dispersing  shall  the  earth  be  scattered, 
and  with  sacking  shall  she  be  spoiled.  For  our  Lord  hath 
spoken  this  word.  The  earth  hath  bewailed,  and  hath  flitted 
away ;  the  world  hath  run  to  nothing,  she  is  weakened  by 
her  inhabitants,  because  they  have  transgressed  laws, 
changed  right,  brought  to  ruin  the  eternal  truce.  For  this 
shall  malediction  devour  the  earth." 

§  45.  And  afterwards,  **  They  shall  lament  all  of  them 
who  now  in  heart  rejoice,  the  delight  of  the  timbrels  hath 
ceased,  the  sound  of  the  gladsome  shall  be  silent,  the 
•weetness  of  the  harp  shall  be  hushed,  they  shall  not  with 
tinging  drink  their  wine^  bitter  shall  be  the  potion  to  the 
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drinkers  ihereo£  The  city  of  vanity  is  wasted,  every  house 
18  shut  upf  no  man  entering  in ;  an  outcry  shall  be  in  the 
streets  over  the  wine,  all  gladness  is  forsaken,  the  joy  of  the 
land  is  transferred,  solitariness  is  left  in  the  town,  and 
calamity  shall  oppress  the  gates,  because  these  things  shall 
be  in  the  midst  of  the  land,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  people." 
And  a  little  further,  '*  Swerving  from  the  truth,  they  have 
wandered  out  of  the  right  way,  with  the  straggling  of 
transgressors  have  they  gone  astray.  Fear  and  intrapping 
falls,  and  a  snare  upon  tibee  who  art  the  inhabitant  of  the 
earth.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass :  whoso  shall  flee  from  the 
voice  of  the  fear,  shall  tumble  down  into  the  intrapping  pit ; 
and  whoso  shall  deliver  himself  out  of  the  downfafi,  shall  be 
caught  in  the  entangling  snare :  because  the  flood-gates  from 
aloft  shall  be  opened,  and  the  foundations  of  the  earth  shall 
DC  shaken.  With  bruising  shall  the  earth  be  broken,  with 
commotion  shall  she  be  moved,  with  tossing  shall  she  be 
shaken  like  a  drunken  man,  and  she  shall  be  taken  away  as 
if  she  were  a  pavilion  of  one  night's  pitching,  and  her 
iniquities  shall  hang  heavy  upon  her,  and  she  shall  fall 
down,  and  shall  not  attempt  to  rise  again.  And  it  shall  be, 
that  our  Lord  in  the  same  day  shall  look  on  the  warfare  of 
heaven  on  high,  and  on  the  kings  of  the  earth,  who  are 
upon  the  earth,  and  they  shall  be  gathered  together  in  the 
bundle  of  one  burden  into  the  lake,  and  shall  there  be  shut 
up  in  prison,  and  after  many  da3rs  shall  they  be  visited. 
And  the  moon  shall  blush,  and  the  sun  be  confounded, 
when  our  Lord  of  hosts  shall  reign  in  Mount  Sion  and  in 
Jerusalem,  and  be  glorified  in  the  sight  of  his  seniors." 

§  46.  And  after  a  while,  giving  a  reason  why  he  threat- 
eneth  in  that  sort,  he  says  thus :  "  Behold  the  hand  of  our 
Lord  is  not  shortened  that  he  cannot  save,  neither  is  his  ear 
made  heavy  that  he  may  not  hear.  But  your  iniquities  have 
divided  between  you  and  your  Grod,  and  your  offences  have 
hid  his  face  from  you,  that  he  might  not  hear.  For  your 
hands  are  defiled  with  blood,  and  your  fingers  with  iniqui^ : 
your  lips  have  spoken  lying,  and  your  tongue  uttereth 
iniquity.  There  is  none  who  calleth  on  justice,  neither  is 
there  he  who  judgeth  truly,  but  they  trust  in  nothing,  and 
speak  vanities,  and  have  conceived  grief,  and  brought  forth 
miqnity."    And  a  little  after,  <<Their  works  are  uipraAtaUe» 
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and  the  work  of  iniqaitj  is  in  their  hands ;  their  feet  run 
into  evil,  and  make  haste  that  thej  may  shed  the  innocent 
blood;  their  thoughts  are  unprofitable  thoughts,  spoil  and 
confusion  are  in  their  ways,  and  the  way  of  peace  they  have 
not  known,  and  in  their  steps  there  is  no  judgment,  their 
paths  are  made  crooked  unto  them,  every  one  who  treadeth 
in  them  is  ignorant  of  peace;  in  this  respect  ns  judgment 
removed  far  off  from  yon,  and  justice  taketh  no  hold  on  you.** 
And  after  a  few  words,  '^  And  judgment  hath  been  turned 
back,  and  justice  hath  stood  afar  off,  because  truth  hath 
fallen  down  in  the  streets,  and  equi^  could  not  enter  in  ;  and 
truth  is  turned  into  oblivion,  and  whoso  hath  departed  from 
evil,  hath  lain  open  to  spoil.  And  our  Lord  hath  seen, 
and  it  was  not  pleasing  in  his  eyes,  because  there  is  not 
judgment" 

§  47.  And  thus  far  may  it  suffice  among  many,  to  have 
recited  a  few  sentences  out  of  the  prophet  Isaiah. 

But  now  with  diligent  ears  hearken  unto  him,  who  was 
foreknown  before  he  was  formed  in  the  belly,  sanctified 
before  he  came  out  of  the  womb,  and  appointed  a  prophet  in 
all  nations  :  I  mean  Jeremiah,  and  hear  what  he  hath  pro- 
nounced of  foolish  people  and  cruel  kings,  beginning  his  pro- 
phecy in  his  mild  and  gentle  manner. 

"  And  the  word  of  God  was  spoken  unto  me,  saying,  Go 
and  cry  in  the  ears  of  Jerusalem,  and  thou  sholt  pronounce. 
Hear  the  word  of  our  Lord,  thou  house  of  Jacob,  and  all  ye 
kindred  of  the  house  of  Israel :  Thus  saith  our  Lord  ;  What 
iniquity  have  your  fathers  found  in  me,  who  have  been  far 
removed  from  me,  and  walked  after  vani^,  and  are  become 
vfdn,  and  have  not  said,  Where  is  he  who  made  us  go  up  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt  ?"  And  after  a  few  words,  "  From  the 
beginning  of  thme  age  thou  hast  broken  my  yoke,  violated 
my  bands,  and  said,  I  will  not  serve,  I  have  planted  thee  my 
chosen  vine,  all  true  seed.  How  art  thou  therefore  converted 
into  naughtiness  ?  O  strange  vine  I  If  thou  shalt  wash  ihee^ 
with  nitre,  and  multiply  unto  thee  the  herb  borith^  thou  art 
spotted  in  my  sight  with  thine  iniquity,  saith  our  Lord." 
And  afterwards,  "  Why  will  ye  contend  with  me  in  judg- 
ment ?  Ye  have  all  forsaken  me,  saith  our  Lord,  in  vain 
have  I  corrected  your  children,  they  have  not  received  dis- 
eipline,    Hearye  the  word  of  our  Lord.    Am  I  made  a  foU* 
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tariness  unto  Israel,  or  a  late  beaiing  land  !  why  therefore 
hath  mj  people  said,  we  have  departed,  we  wiU  come  no 
more  unto  thee  ?  Doth  the  virgin  forget  her  ornament,  or 
the  spouse  her  gorget  ?  mj  people  truly  hath  forgotten  me 
for  innumerable  days.  Because  my  people  are  foolish,  they 
have  not  known  me,  they  are  unwise  and  mad  children. 
They  are  wise  to  do  evil,  but  to  do  well  they  have  been 
ignorant." 

§  48.  Then  the  prophet  speaketh  in  his  own  person  saying, 
**  O  Lord  thine  eyes  do  respect  faith,  thou  hast  stricken  them, 
and  they  have  not  sorrowed,  thou  hast  broken  them  and  thej 
have  refused  to  receive  discipline,  they  have  made  their 
faces  harder  than  the  rock,  and  will  not  return."  And  also 
our  Lord :  '^  Declare  ye  this  same  to  the  house  of  Jacob, 
and  make  it  to  be  heard  in  Jadah,  saying,  Hear,  ye  foolish 
people  who  have  no  heart,  who  having  eyes  see  not,  and  ears 
hear  not  Will  ye  not  therefore  dr^ul  me,  saith  our  Lord, 
and  will  ye  not  conceive  grief  from  my  countenance,  who 
have  placed  the  sand  as  the  bound  of  the  sea,  an  eternal 
commandment  which  she  shall  not  break,  and  her  waves 
shall  be  moved,  and  they  cannot,  and  her  surge  shall  swell, 
and  yet  not  pass  the  same  ?  But  to  this  people  is  framed  an 
incr^ulous  and  an  exasperating  hearty  they  have  retired 
and  gone  their  ways,  and  not  in  their  heart  said.  Let  us  fear 
our  Lord  Grod."  And  again,  *' Because  there  are  found 
among  my  people  wicked  ones,  framing  wiles  to  entangle  as 
if  they  were  fowlers,  setting  snares  and  gins  to  catch  men  : 
as  a  net  that  is  full  of  birds,  so  are  thdr  houses  fille<i  with 
deceits.  Thei'efore  are  they  magnified  and  enriched,  they 
are  become  gross  and  fat,  and  have  n^lected  my  speeches 
most  vilely,  the  orphans'  cause  they  have  not  decided,  and 
the  justice  of  the  poor  they  have  not  adjudged.  What ! 
shall  I  not  visit  these  men,  saith  our  Lord  ?  or  shall  not  my 
soul  be  revenged  upon  such  a  nation  ?" 

§  49.  But  God  forbid  that  ever  should  happen  unto  you, 
that  which  foUoweth,  "Thou  shalt  speak  all  these  worda 
unto  them,  and  they  shall  not  hear  thee ;  and  thou  shalt  call 
them,  and  they  shall  not  answer  thee ;  and  thon  shalt  sav  un* 
to  them.  This  is  the  nation  that  hath  not  heard  the  voice  of 
their  Lord  God,  nor  yet  received  discipline,  faith  hath 
periahed^  and  beea  taken  away  from  out  of  their  moiitL* 
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And  after  some  few  speeches,  ^  Whoso  falleth  doth  ho  not 
arise  again,  and  whoso  is  turned  awaj,  shall  he  not  returs 
again  ?  whj  therefore  is  this  people  in  Jerusalem,  with  a 
contentious  aversion  alienated  ?  they  havB  apprehended 
lying,  and  they  will  not  come  back  again.  I  have  been 
attentive,  and  hearkened  diligently,  no  man  speakcth  what 
is  good.  There  is  none  who  repenteth  of  his  sin,  saying. 
What  have  I  done  ?  All  are  turned  unto  their  own  course, 
like  a  horse  passing  with  violence  to  battle.  The  kite  in 
the  sky  hath  known  her  time,  the  turtle,  and  swallow,  and 
stork  have  kept  the  season  of  their  coming,  but  my  people 
hath  not  known  the  judgment  of  Grod."  And  the  prophet, 
being  smitten  with  fear  at  so  wonderful  a  blindness,  and  un- 
speakable drunkenness  of  the  sacrilegious,  and  lamenting 
Uiem  who  did  not  lament  themselves  (even  according  to  the 
present  behaviour  of  these  our  unfortunate  t3rrants),  be- 
seecheth  of  our  Lord,  that  an  augmentation  of  tears  might 
be  granted  him,  speaking  in  this  manner,  ''I  am  contrite 
upon  the  contrition  of  the  daughter  of  my  people,  astonish- 
ment hath  possessed  me :  is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead,  or  is 
there  no  physician  there  ?  Why  therefore  is  not  the  wound 
of  the  daughter  of  my  people  healed  ?  Who  shall  give  water 
unto  my  head,  and  to  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  and  I 
will  day  and  night  bewail  the  slaughtered  of  my  people  ? 
who  will  grant  me  in  the  wilderness  the  inn  of  passengers  ? 
and  I  will  utterly  leave  my  people,  and  depart  from  them  ; 
because  they  are  all  of  them  adulterers,  a  root  of  offenders, 
and  they  have  bent  their  tongue  as  the  bow  of  lying,  and 
not  of  truth,  they  are  comforted  in  the  earth,  because  they 
have  passed  from  evil  to  evil,  and  not  known  me,  saith  our 
Lord.''  And  again :  "  And  our  Lord  hath  said.  Because 
they  have  forsaken  my  law,  which  I  have  given  them,  and 
not  heard  my  voice,  nor  walked  thereafter,  and  have  wan- 
dered away  after  the  wickedness  of  their  own  heart,  in  that 
respect  our  Lord  of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel,  saith  these 
words.  Behold  I  will  feed  this  people  with  wormwood,  and 
give  them  to  drink  the  water  of  gaU."  And  a  little  after 
(speaking  in  the  person  of  God),  "  See  therefore  thou  do  not 
pray  for  this  people,  nor  assume  thou  for  them  praise  and 
prayer,  because  I  will  not  hear  in  the  time  of  their  outcry 
unto  me,  and  of  their  affliction." 
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§  50.  What  then  shall  now  our  miserable  governors  do^ 
these  few  who  found  out  the  narrow  way  and  left  the  large^ 
were  by  God  forbidden  to  pour  out  their  prayers  for  such  as 
persevered  in  their  evils,  and  so  highly  provoked  his  wrath, 
against  whom  on  the  contrary  side  when  they  returned  with 
all  their  hearts  unto  Grod  (his  divine  Mfgesty  being  unwilling 
that  the  soul  of  man  should  perish,  but  callmg  badk  the  cast- 
away that  he  should  not  utterly  be  destroyed)  the  same  pro- 
phets could  not  procure  the  heavenly  revenge,  because  Jonas, 
when  he  desired  the  like  most  earnestly  against  the  Nine- 
vites,  oould  not  obtain  it.  But  in  the  meanwhile  omitting 
our  own  words,  let  us  rather  hear  what  the  prophetic  trumpet 
soundeth  in  our  ears  speaking  thus  :  ^'  If  thou  shalt  say  in 
thy  heart,  Why  have  these  evils  befallen  ?  For  the  multitude 
of  thine  iniquities.  If  the  Ethiopian  can  change  his  skin,  or 
the  leopard  his  sundry  spots,  ye  may  also  do  well  when  ye 
have  learned  evil,"  ever  supposing  that  ye  will  not  And 
afterwards :  '^  These  words  doth  our  Lord  say  to  this  people, 
who  have  loved  to  move  their  feet,  and  have  not  rested,  and 
not  pleased  our  Lord,  Now  shall  he  remember  their  iniqui- 
ties, and  visit  their  offences ;  and  our  Lord  said  unto  me^ 
Pray  thou  not  for  this  people  to  work  their  good,  when  they 
fast,  I  will  not  hear  their  prayers  ;  and  if  they  offer  burnt 
sacrifices  and  oblations,  I  will  not  receive  them."  And  again, 
''  And  our  Lord  said  unto  me,  1£  Moses  and  Samuel  shall 
stand  before  me,  my  soul  is  not  bent  to  this  people,  cast  them 
out  away  from  my  face,  and  let  them  depart"  And  after  a 
few  words :  ^'  Who  shall  have  pity  on  thee  Jerusalem,  or 
who  shall  be  sorrowful  for  thee,  or  who  shall  pray  for  thy 
peace  ?  Thou  hast  left  me  (saith  our  Lord)  and  gone  away 
backward,  and  I  will  stretch  forth  my  hand  over  thee,  and 
kill  thee."  And  somewhat  after :  **  Thus  saith  our  Lord, 
Behold  I  imagine  a  thought  against  you,  let  every  man  re- 
turn from  his  evil  course,  and  make  straight  your  ways  and 
endeavours,  who  said,  we  despair,  we  will  go  after  our  own 
tHooghts,  and  every  one  of  us  will  do  the  naughtiness  of  his 
evil  heart  Thus  therefore  saith  our  Lord,  Ask  the  Gren- 
tOes^  who  hath  heard  such  horrible  matters,  which  the  virgin 
IsFWdL  hi^  too  often  committed  ?  Shall  there  fail  from  the 
lodL  of  the  field,  the  snow  of  Libanus  ?  or  can  the  waters 
be  drawn  dry  that  gush  out  eold  and  flo¥mig  ?  because  mj 
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people  hath  forgotten  me."  And  somewhat  also  after  thi? 
propounding  unto  them  an  election,  he  speaking  saith, 
^'Thua  saith  our  Lord,  Do  ye  judgment  and  justice,  and 
deliver  him  who  hj  power  is  oppressed  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  malicious  accuser ;  and  for  the  stranger,  and  orphan,  and 
widow,  do  not  provoke  their  sorrow,  neither  yet  work  ye  un- 
justly the  grief  of  others,  nor  shed  ye  forth  th^  innocent 
hlood.  For  if  indeed  ye  shall  accomplish  this  word,  there 
shall  enter  in  through  the  gates  of  this  house,  kings  of  the 
lineage  of  David,  sitting  upon  his  throne.  But  if  ye  will 
not  hearken  unto  these  words,  by  myself  I  have  sworn  (saith 
our  Lord)  that  this  house  shall  be  turned  into  a  desert.'' 
And  again  (for  he  spoke  of  a  wicked  king),  ''  As  I  live  (saith 
our  Lord)  if  so  be  that  Jechonias  shall  be  a  ring  on  my 
right  hand,  I  will  pluck  him  away,  and  give  him  over  into 
the  hands  of  them  who  seek  his  life." 

§  51.  Moreover,  holy  Abraham  crieth  out,  saying,  ''Woe 
be  unto  them  who  build  a  city  in  blood,  and  prepare  a  town 
in  iniquities,  saying,  Are  not  these  things  from  our  almighty 
Lord  ?  and  many  people  have  failed  in  fire,  and  many  nations 
nave  been  diminished.''  And  thus  complaining,  he  begins 
his  prophecy :  ''  How  long,  O  Lord,  shall  I  call,  and  thou  wilt 
not  hear  ?  Shall  I  cry  out  unto  thee,  to  what  end  hast  thou 
given  me  labours  and  griefs,  to  behold  misery  and  impiety?" 
And  on  the  other  side,  ''And  judgment  was  sat  upon,  and 
the  judge  hath  taken  in  regard  hereof,  the  law  is  rent  in 
pieces,  and  judgment  is  not  brought  fully  to  his  conclusion, 
because  the  wicked  through  power  treadeth  the  just  under 
foot.  In  ihis  respect  hath  passed  forth  perverse  judg- 
ment." 

§  52.  And  mark  ye  also  what  blessed  Hosea  the  prophet 
says  of  princes :  "  For  that  they  have  transgressed  my  cove- 
nant, and  ordained  against  my  law,  and  exclaimed,  we  have 
known  thee,  because  thou  art  against  Israel.  They  have 
persecuted  good,  as  if  it  were  evU.  They  have  reigned  for 
themselves  and  not  by  me;  they  have  held  a  principality, 
neither  yet  have  they  acknowledged  me." 

§  53.  And  hear  ye  likewise  the  holy  prophet  Amos,  in 
this  sort  threatening :  "  In  three  heinous  offences  of  the  sons 
of  Judah,  and  in  four  I  will  not  convert  them,  for  that  they 
have  cast  away  the  law  of  our  Lord,  and  not  kept  his  com* 
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mandments,  but  their  vanities  have  seduced  them.     And  1 
will  send  fire  upon  Judah,  and  it  shall  eat  the  foundations  of 
Jerusalem.     Thus  saith  our  Lord ;  In  three  grievous  sins  of 
Israel,  and  in  four  I  will  not  convert  them,  for  that  thej  have 
sold  the  just  for  money,  and  the  poor  man  for  shoes,  which 
they  tread  upon  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  with  buffets  they 
did  beat  the  heads  of  the  poor,  and  have  eschewed  the  way 
of  the  humble.**     And  after  a  few  words,  "  Seek  our  I^ord 
and  ye  shall  live,  that  the  house  of  Joseph  may  not  shine  ns 
fire,  and  the  fiame  devour  it,  and  he  shall  not  be,  that  can 
extinguish  it.     The  house  of  Israel  hath  hated  him  who  re- 
buketh  in  the  gates,  and  abhorred  the  upright  word.**  Which 
Amos,  being  forbidden  to  prophesy  in  Israel,  without  any 
fawning  flattery,  saith  in  answer,  **  1  was  not  a  prophet,  noi* 
yet  the  son  of  a  prophet,  but  a  goatherd ;  I  was  plucking 
sycamores  and^  our  Lord  took  me  from  my  herd,  and  our 
Lord  said  unto*  me,  Gro  thy  way  and  prophesy  against  my 
people  of  Israel :  and  now  hear  thou  the  word  of  our  Lonl    ■ 
(for  he  directed  his  speech  unto  the  king),  thou  sayest,  do    \ 
not  prophesy  against  Israel,  and  thou  shalt  not  assemble    I 
troops  against  the  house  of  Jacob.     For  which  cause  our 
Lord  saith  thus,  thy  wife  in  the  city  shall  play  the  harh»t,    ' 
and  thy  sons  and  daughters  shall  die  by  the  sword,  and  thy 
ground  be  measured  by  the  cord,  and  thou  in  a  polluted  land    ' 
shalt  end  thy  life,  but  for  Israel,  she  shall  be  led  from  his    . 
3wn  country  a  captive.**    And  afterwards,  **  Hear  therefore   j 
these  words,  ye  who  do  outrageously  afflict  the  poor,  and   I 
practise  your  mighty  power  against  the  needy  of  the  earth,    I 
who  say,  when  shall  the  month  pass  over  that  we  may  pur-    . 
chase,  and  the  sabbaths  that  we  may  open  the  treasuries."   '. 
And  within  a  few  words  after,  '^  Our  Lord  doth  swear  against  ■ 
the  pride  of  Jacob,  if  he  shall  in  contempt  forget  your  ac-  ? 
tions,  and  if  in  these  the  earth  shall  not  be  disturbed,  and 
every  inhabitant  thereof  fall  to  lamentation,  and  the  final  [ 
end  as  a  flood  ascend,  and  I  will  turn  your  festival  days  into   . 
wailing,  and  cast  haircloth  on  the  loins  of  every  one,  and  on  9 
the  head  of  evexj  man  baldness,  and  make  him  as  the  mourn-  | 
ing  of  one  over  beloved,  and  those  who  are  with  him  as  the  C 
day  of  his  sorrow.**    And  again,  ''In  the  sword  shall  die  all 
the  sinners  of  my  people,  who  say,  evils  shall  not  approach 
nor  yet  shall  light  upon  us.** 
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§  54.  And  listen  je,  likewise,  what  holy  Michah  the 
prophet  hath  spoken^  saying,  ^'Hearken,  ye  tribes.  And 
what  shall  adorn  the  city?  Shall  not  fire  ?  and  the  house 
of  the  wicked  hoarding  up  unjust  treasures,  and  with 
injury  unrighteousness  ?  If  the  wrongful  dealer  shall  be 
justified  in  the  balance,  and  deceitful  weights  in  the  scales, 
by  which  they  have  heaped  up  their  nches  in  ungodli« 
nesa." 

§  55.  And  hear  also  what  threats  the  famous  prophet 
Zephaniah  thundereth  out :  saith  he,  *'  The  great  day  of  our 
Lord  is  near ;  it  is  at  hand,  and  very  swiftly  approacheth. 
The  voice  of  the  day  of  our  Lord  is  appointed  to  be  bitter 
and  mighty,  that  day,  a  day  of  wrath,  a  day  of  tribulation 
and  necessity,  a  day  of  clouds  and  mist,  a  day  of  the  trum- 
pet and  outcry,  a  day  of  misery  and  extermination,  a  day  of 
darkness  and  dimness  upon  the  strong  cities  and  high  comers. 
And  I  will  bring  men  to  tribulation,  and  they  shall  go  as  if 
they  were  blind,  because  they  have  ofiended  our  Lord,  and  I 
will  pour  out  their  blood  as  dust,  and  their  flesh  as  the  dung 
of  oxen,  and  their  silver  and  gold  shall  not  be  able  to  deliver 
them  in  the  day  of  the  wrath  of  our  Lord«  And  in  the  fire 
of  his  zeal  shall  the  whole  earth  be  consumed,  when  the 
Lord  shaU  accomplish  his  absolute  end,  and  bring  solitariness 
upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Come  together  and 
be  joined  in  one,  thou  nation  without  discipline,  before  ye  be 
made  as  the  fading  flower,  before  the  wrath  of  our  Lord  falleth 
upon  ye." 

§  56,  And  give  ear  also  unto  that  which  the  prophet 
Haggai  speaketh  :  **  Thus  saith  our  Lord,  I  will  once  move 
the  heaven,  and  earth,  and  sea,  and  dry  land,  and  I  will 
drive  away  the  thrones  of  kings,  and  root  out  the  power  of 
the  kings  of  the  Grentiles,  and  I  will  chase  away  the  chariots 
of  those  who  mount  upon  them.** 

§  57.  Now  also  behold  what  Zacharias  the  son  of  Addo^ 
that  chosen  prophet,  said,  beginning  his  prophecy  in  this 
manner :  <*  Return  to  me,  and  I  will  return  unto  you,  saith 
our  Lord,  and  be  not  like  your  fathers,  to  whom  the  former 
prophets  have  imputed,  saying,  Thus  saith  our  almighty 
lATdf  Turn  away  firom  your  ways,  and  they  have  not  marked 
whereby  they  might  obediently  hear  me.*  And  afterwards, 
^  And  tlie  angel  asked  me,  what  dost  thou  see  ?    And  1 
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said,  I  sec  a  flying  scythe,  which  containeth  in  length 
twenty  cubits.  The  malediction  which  hath  proceeded  upon 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth;  because  every  one  of  her 
thieves  shall  be  punished  even  to  the  death,  and  I  will  tlirow 
him  away,  saith  our  almighty  Lord,  and  he  shall  enter  into 
the  house  of  fury,  and  into  the  house  of  swearing  falsehood 
in  my  name." 

§  68.  Holy  Malachy  the  prophet  also  saith,  '' Behold, 
the  day  of  our  Lord  shall  come,  inflamed  as  a  furnace, 
and  all  proud  men,  and  all  workers  of  iniquity  shall  be 
as  stubble,  and  the  approaching  day  of  the  Lord  of  hosts 
shall  set  them  on  fire,  which  shaU  not  leave  a  root  nor  a  bud 
of  them." 

§  59.  And  hearken  ye  also  what  holy  Job  debateth  of  the 
beginning  and  end  of  the  ungodly,  saying,  "  For  what  pur- 
pose do  the  wicked  live,  and  have  grown  old  dishonestly,  and 
their  issue  hath  been  according  to  their  own  desire,  and 
their  sons  before  their  faces,  and  their  houses  are  fruitful, 
and  no  fear  nor  yet  the  scourge  of  our  Lord  is  upon  them. 
Their  cow  hath  not  been  abortive,  their  great  with  young 
hath  brought  forth  her  young  ones  and  not  missed,  but  re- 
maineth  as  an  eternal  breed  ;  and  their  children  rejoice,  and 
taking  the  psaltery  and  harp,  have  finished  their  days  in  feh*- 
city  and  fallen  peaceably  asleep  down  into  hell."  Doth  God, 
therefore,  not  behold  the  works  of  the  wicked  ?  Not  so, 
truly,  "  But  the  candle  of  the  ungodly  shall  be  extinguished, 
and  destruction  shall  fall  upon  them,  and  pains  as  of  one  in 
childbirth,  shall  withhold  them  from  wrath ;  and  they  shall 
be  as  chaff  before  the  wind,  and  as  the  dust  which  the  whirl- 
wind hath  carried  away.  Let  all  goodness  fail  his  children ; 
let  hb  eyes  behold  his  own  slaughter,  nor  yet  by  our  Lord 
let  him  be  redeemed."  And  a  little  after,  he  saith  of  the 
same  men,  *^  Who  have  ravenously  taken  the  flock  with  the 
shepherd,  and  driven  away  the  beast  of  the  orphans,  and  en- 
gaged the  ox  of  the  widow,  and  deceiving,  have  declined 
from  the  way  of  necessity.  They  have  reaped  other  men's 
fields  before  the  time ;  the  poor  have  laboured  in  the  vine- 
yards of  the  mighty  without  hire  and  meat,  they  have  made 
many  to  sleep  naked  without  fl;arments ;  of  the  covering  of 
their  life  they  have  bereaved  them."  And  somewhat  after* 
wards,  when  lie  had  thoroughly  understood  their  ^vo^k%  Im 
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delivered  thtm  over  to  darkness.  "  Let,  therefore,  his  por- 
tion be  accursed  from  the  earth ;  let  his  plantings  bring  forth 
witherings;  let  him  for  this  be  rewarded  according  to  his 
dealings ;  let  everj  wicked  man  like  the  unsound  wood  be 
broken  in  pieces.  For  arising  in  his  wrath  hath  he  over- 
thrown the  impotent.  Wherefore  truly  shall  he  have  no 
trust  of  his  life ;  when  he  shall  begin  to  grow  diseased^  let 
him  not  hope  for  health,  but  fall  into  languishing.  For  his 
pride  hath  been  the  hurt  of  manj,  and  he  is  become  decayed 
and  rotten,  as  the  mallows  in  the  scorching  heat,  or  as  the 
ear  of  com  when  it  falleth  off  from  its  stubble."  And  after- 
wards, "  If  his  children  shall  be  many,  they  shall  be  turned 
to  the  slaughter,  and  if  he  gather  together  silver  as  if  it  were 
earth,  and  likewise  purify  his  gold  as  if  it  were  dirt,  all 
these  same  shall  the  just  obtain." 

§  60.  Hear  ye  moreover  what  blessed  Esdras,  that  cyclo- 
paedia of  the  divine  law,  threateneth  in  his  discourse.  "  Thus 
saith  our  Lord  God :  My  right  hand  shall  not  be  sparing 
upon  sinners,  neither  shall  the  sword  cease  over  them  who 
spill  the  innocent  blood  on  the  earth.  Fire  shall  proceed 
from  out  of  my  wrath,  and  devour  the  foundations  of  the 
earth,  and  sinners  as  if  they  were  inflamed  straw.  Woe  be 
unto  them  who  offend,  and  observe  not  my  commandments, 
saith  our  Lord,  I  will  not  forbear  them.  Depart  from  me  ye 
apostatizing  children,  and  do  not  pollute  my  sanctuary.  God 
doth  know  who  offend  against  him,  and  he  will  therefore 
deliver  them  over  to  death  and  to  slaughter.  For  now  have 
many  evils  passed  over  the  round  compass  of  the  earth*  A 
sword  of  fire  is  sent  out  against  you,  and  who  is  he  that 
shall  restrain  it?  shall  any  man  repulse  a  lion  that  hungereth 
in  the  wood  ?  or  shall  any  one  quench  out  the  fire  when  the 
straw  is  burning?  our  Lord  God  will  send  out  evils,  and  who 
is  he  that  shall  repress  them  ?  and  fire  will  pass  forth  from 
out  of  his  wrath,  and  who  shall  extinguish  it?  it  shall 
brandishing  shine,  and  who  wiU  not  fear  it  ?  it  shall  thunder, 
and  who  will  not  shake  with  dread  ?  Grod  will  threaten  all, 
and  who  will  not  be  terrified  ?  before  his  face  the  earth 
doth  tremble,  and  the  foundations  of  the  sea  shake  from  the 
depths." 

§  6L  And  mark  ye  also  what  Ezechiel  the  renowned 
prqphety  and  admirable  beholder  of  the  four  evangelical 
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creatures,  speaketh  of  wicked  offenders,  unto  whom  pitifully 
lamenting  beforehand  the  scourge  that  hung  over  Israel,  our 
Lord  doth  saj,  ''  Too  far  hath  the  iniquity  of  the  house  of 
Israel  and  Judah  prevailed,  because  the  earth  is  filled  with 
iniquity  and  undeanness.  Behold  I  am,  mine  eyes  shall  not 
spare,  nor  will  I  take  pity."  And  afterwards,  ''  Because  the 
earth  is  replenished  with  people,  and  the  city  fraughted  with 
iniquity,  I  will  also  turn  away  the  force  of  their  power,  and 
their  holy  things  shall  be  polluted,  prayer  shall  approach  and 
sue  for  peace,  and  it  shall  not  be  obtained."  And  somewhat 
after,  ^'  The  word  of  our  Lord,  quoth  he,  was  spoken  unto  me, 
saying,  Thou  son  of  man,  the  land  that  shaU  so  far  sin  against 
me  as  to  commit  an  offence,  I  will  stretch  forth  my  hand  upon 
her,  and  break  in  pieces  her  foundation  of  bread,  and  send 
upon  her  famine,  and  take  away  mankind  and  cattle  from  her; 
and  if  these  three  men,  Noah,  Daniel,  and  Job,  be  in  the 
midst  of  her,  they  shall  not  deliver  her,  but  they  in  their 
justice  shall  be  saved,  saith  our  Lord.  If  so  be  that  also  I 
shall  bring  in  evil  beasts  upon  the  land  and  punish  her,  she 
likewise  shall  be  turned  to  destruction,  and  there  shall  not  be 
one  who  shall  have  free  passage  from  the  face  of  the  beasts, 
and  although  these  three  men  are  in  the  midst  of  her,  as  I 
live,  saith  our  Lord,  their  sons  and  daughters  shall  not  be 
preserved,  but  they  alone  shall  be  saved,  and  as  for  the  land 
it  shall  fall  to  confusion."  And  again,  "  The  son  shall  not 
receive  the  unrighteousness  of  the  father,  neither  the  father 
the  son's  unrighteousness.  The  justice  of  the  just  shall  be 
upon  himself.  And  the  ui\just  man,  if  he  tumeth  him  awaj 
m>m  all  the  iniquities  which  he  hath  done,  and  keepeth  all 
my  commandments,  and  doth  justice  and  abundance  of  mercy, 
he  shall  live  in  life  and  shall  not  die.  All  his  sins,  whatsoever 
he  hath  committed,  shall  have  no  further  being ;  he  shall  live 
the  life  in  his  own  justice  which  he  hath  peHbrmed.  Do  I 
with  my  will  voluntarily  wish  the  death  of  the  unrighteous, 
saith  our  Lord,  rather  than  that  he  should  return  from  his 
evil  way  and  live  ?  But  when  the  just  shall  turn  himself 
awaj  fi:x>m  his  justice,  and  do  iniquity,  according  to  all  the 
iniquities  which  the  unrighteous  hiUh  committed,  all  the  just 
actions  (which  he  hath  done)  shall  remain  no  further  ia 
memory.  In  bis  offence  wherein  he  hath  fallen,  and  in  hi& 
sins  in  which  he  hath  transgressed,  he  shall  die."    And» 
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witbin  some  wordM  aftenraids:  ^^And  ail  nations  shall 
understand,  that  the  house  of  Israel  are  led  captive  awaj 
for  their  offences,  because  thej  have  forsaken  me.  And  I 
have  turned  mj  face  from  them,  and  yielded  them  over  into 
the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  all  have  perished  hj  the 
sword ;  according  unto  their  unclean  sins,  and  after  their 
iniquities  have  I  dealt  with  them,  and  turned  my  face  away 
from  them.**  l/^ 

§  62.  This  which  I  have  spoken  may  suffice  concerning 
the  threats  of  the  holy  prophets :  only  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  intermingle  in  this  little  work  of  mine,  not  only 
these  menaces,  but  dso  a  few  words  borrowed  out  of  the 
wisdom  of  Solomon,  to  declare  unto  kings  matters  of  exhor- 
tation or  instruction,  that  they  may  not  say  I  am  willing  to 
load  the  shoulders  of  men  with  heavy  and  insupportable 
burdens  of  words,  but  not  so  much  as  once  .with  mine  own 
finger  (that  is,  with  speech  of  consolation)  to  move  the  same. 
Let  us  therefore  hear  what  the  prophet  hath  spoken  to  rule  j^l*  '  ) 

us.  "  Love  justice,"  saith  he,  "ye  that  judge  the  earth."  This  !,J^,j^aJ^  * 
testimony  alone  (if  it  were  with  a  full  and  perfect  heart 
observed)  would  abundantly  suffice  to  reform  the  governors 
of  our  country.  For  if  they  had  loved  justice,  they  would 
also  love  Grod,  who  is  in  a  sort  the  fountain  and  original  of 
all  justice.  **  Serve  our  Lord  in  goodness,  and  seek  him  in 
simplicity  of  heart"  Alas  I  who  shall  live  (as  a  certain  one 
before  us  hath  said)  when  such  things  are  done  by  our  . 
countrymen,  if  perchance  they  may  be  any  where  accom- 
plished ?  '*  Because  he  is  found  of  those  who  do  not  tempt 
him,  he  appeareth  truly  to  them  who  have  faith  in  him." 
For  these  men  without  respect  do  tempt  Grod,  whose  com- 
mandments with  stubborn  despite  they  contemn,  neither  yet 
do  they  keep  to  him  their  faith,  unto  whose  oracles  be  they 
pleasing,  or  somewhat  severe,  they  turn  their  backs  and  not 
their  faces.  "  For  perverse  thoughts  do  separate  from  God," 
and  this  in  the  tyrants  of  our  time  very  plainly  appeareth. 
But  why  doth  our  meanness  intermeddle  in  this  so  manifest 
a  determination  ?  Let  therefore  him  who  alone  is  true  (as 
we  have  said)  speak  for  us,  I  mean  the  Holy  Ghost,  of  whom 
it  L<9  now  pronounced,  "  The  Holy  Ghost  verily  will  avoid 
the  oounterfeiting  of  discipline."  And  again,  "  Because  th« 
^irit  of  6o4  |ii^]i  411e4  the  f\o])p  of  the  e^r^"  Ani  i^r^ 
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wards  (showing  with  an  evident  judgment  the  end  of  the 
evil  and  righteous)  he  saith,  "  How  is  the  hope  of  the  wicked 
as  the  down  that  is  blown  awaj  with  the  wind^  and  as  the 
smoke  that  with  the  blast  is  dispersed,  and  as  the  slender 
froth  that  with  a  storm  is  scattered,  and  as  the  memory  of  a 
guest  who  is  a  passenger  of  one  daj.  But  the  just  shall  live 
for  ever,  and  with  Grod  remaineth  th&r  reward,  and  their 
cogitation  is  with  the  Highest.  Therefore  shall  thej  receive 
the  kingdom  of  glory,  and  the  crown  of  beauty  from  the 
hand  of  our  Lord.  Because  with  his  right  hajid  he  will 
protect  them,  and  with  his  holy  arm  defend  them."  For 
very  far  unlike  in  quality  are  the  just  and  ungodly,  as  our 
Lord  verily  hath  spoken,  saying,  ''Them  who  honour  me 
I  will  honour,  and  whoso  despise  me  shall  be  of  no 
estimation." 

§  63.  But  let  us  pass  over  to  the  rest :  "  Hearken,  (saith 

V  he)  all  ye  kings,  and  understand  ye ;  learn,  ye  judges  of  the 
bounds  of  the  earth,  listen  with  your  ears  who  keep  multi- 
tudes in  awe,  and  please  yourselves  in  the  troops  of  nations. 
Because  power  is  given  unto  you  from  God,  and  puissance 
from  the  highest,  who  will  examine  your  actions,  and  sift 
your  thoughts.  For  that  when  ye  were  mimsters  of  his 
kingdom,  ye  have  not  judged  uprightly,  nor  kept  the  law  of 
justice,  nor  yet  walked  according  to  his  wilL  It  shall 
dreadfully  and  suddenly  appear  unto  you,  that  a  most  severe 
judgment  shall  be  given  on  them  who  govern.  For  to  the 
meaner  is  mercy  granted,  but  the  mighty  shall  mightily 
sustain  torments.  For  he  shall  have  no  respect  of  persons, 
who  is  the  ruler  of  alL  nor  yet  shall  he  reverence  the 
greatness  of  any  one,  because  he  himself  hath  made  both 
small  and  great,  and  care  alike  he  hath  of  all ;  but  for  the 
stronger  b  at  hand  a  stronger  affliction.  Unto  you  therefore^ 
0  kio^s,  are  these  my  speeches,  that  you  may  learn  wisdom, 
and  not  fall  away  from  her.  For  whoso  observeth  what 
things  are  just  shall  be  justified,  and  whoso  leameth  what 
tiling:^  are  holy,  shall  be  sanctified." 

§  G4.  Hitherto  have  we  discoursed  no  less  by  the  oracles 

^  of  the  prophets,  than  by  her  own  speeches  with  the  kings  of 
our  country,  being  willing  they  should  know  what  the 
privet  liath  spoken,  saying,  "As  from  the  face  of  a  serpent^ 
•o  ny  thou  firom  siqs ;  if  thou  shalt  approach  unto  them  they 
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will  catch  thee^  their  teeth  are  the  teeth  of  a  lion,  such  as 
kill  the  souls  df  men."  And  again,  *'  How  mighty  is  tbe 
mercy  of  our  Lord,  and  his  forgiveness  to  such  as  turn  unto 
him."  And  if  we  have  not  in  us  such  apostolical  zeal,  that 
we  maj  say,  "  I  did  verily  desire  to  be  anathematized  by 
Christ  for  my  brethren,"  notwithstanding  that  we  may  from 
the  bottom  of  our  hearts  speak  that  prophetic  saying, 
''Alas!  that  the  soul  perisheth."  And  again,  ''Let  us 
search  out  our  ways,  and  seek  and  return  unto  our  Lord :  let 
us  lift  our  hearts  together  with  our  hands  to  God  in  heaven." 
And  also  that  of  the  apostle,  "  We  covet  that  every  one  of 
you  should  be  in  the  bowels  of  Christ" 

§  66.  And  how  willingly,  as  one  tossed  on  the  waves  of 
the  sea,  and  now  arrived  in  a  desired  haven,  would  I  in  this 
place  make  an  end  (shame  forbidding  me  further  to  proceed), 
did  I  not  behold  such  great  masses  of  evil  deeds  done 
against  God  by  bishops  or  other  priests,  or  clerks,  yea  some 
of  our  own  order,  whom  as  witnesses  myself  must  of 
necessity  first  of  all  st(Kie  (according  unto  tbe  law)  with  the 
hard  blows  of  words,  lest  I  should  be  otherwise  reproved 
for  partiality  towards  pevsons,  and  then  afterwards  the 
people  (if  as  yet  they  keep  their  decrees)  must  pursue  with 
their  whole  powers  the  same  execution  upon  them,  not  to 
their  corporal  death,  but  to  the  death  of  their  vices  and  their 
eternal  life  with  God.  Tet,  as  I  before  said,  I  crave  pardon 
of  them,  whose  lives  I  not  only  praise,  but  also  prefer  before 
all  earthly  treasure,  and  of  the  which,  if  it  may  be,  yet 
before  my  death  I  desire  and  thirst  to  be  a  partaker :  and  so 
having  both  my  sides  defended  with  the  double  shields  of 
saints,  and  by  those  means  invincibly  strengthened  to  sustain 
all  that  arise  against  me,  arming  moreover  my  head  in  place 
of  a  helmet  with  the  help  of  our  Lord,  and  being  most 
assuredly  protected  with  the  sundry  aids  of  the  prophets,  I 
will  boldly  proceed  notwithstanding  the  stones  of  worldly 
rioters  fiy  never  so  fast  about  me. 

§  66.  Britain  hath  priests,  but  they  are  unwise;  very 
many  that  minister,  but  many  of  them  impudent ;  clerks  she 
batli^  but  certain  of  them  are  deceitful  raveners ;  pastors  (as 
they  are  called)  but  rather  wolves  prepared  for  the  slaughter 
of  souls  (for  they  provide  not  for  the  good  of  the  common  | 
people,  but  covet  rather  tbe  gluttony  of  their  own  bellies)^ 
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possessing  ihe  Louocs  oC  ilrj  cliurcli,  but  obtaining  thtm  tot 
filthy  lucre's  sake ;  instructing  the  laity,  but  showing  withal 
i^  most  depraved  examples,  vices,  and  evil  manners;  seldmn 
sacrificing,  and  seldom  with  dean  hearts,  standing  at  the 
altars;  not  correcting  the  commonalifj  for  their  offences, 
while  they  commit  the  same  sins  themselves ;  despising  the 
commandments  of  Christ,  and  being  careful  with  their 
whole  hearts  to  fulfil  their  own  lustful  desires,  some  of  them 
usurping  with  unclean  feet  the  seat  of  the  apostle  Peter; 
but  for  the  demerit  of  their  oovetousness  falling  down  into 
the  pestilent  chair  of  the  traitor  Judas;  detracting  often, 
and  seldom  speaking  truly ;  hating  verity  as  an  open  enemy, 
and  favouring  falsehoods,  as  their  most  beloved  brethren; 
looking  on  the  just,  the  poor,  and  the  impotent,  with  stem 
countenances,  as  if  they  were  detested  serpents,  and  reve- 
rencing the  sinful  rich  men  without  any  respect  of  shame, 
as  if  they  were  heavenly  angels,  preaching  with  their 
outward  lips  that  alms  are  to  be  disbursed  upon  the  needy, 
but  of  themselves  not  bestcwing  one  halfpenny ;  concealing 
the  horrible  sins  of  the  people,  and  amplifying  injuries 
offered  unto  themselves,  as  if  they  were  done  against  our 
Saviour  Christ ;  expelling  out  of  their  houses  their  religious 
mother,  perhaps,  or  sisters,  and  familiarly  and  indecently 
entertaining  strange  women,  as.  if  it  were  for  some  more 
secret  office,  or  ra&er,  to  speak  truly,  though  fondly  (and 
yet  not  fondly  to  me,  but  to  such  as  commit  these  matters), 

>  debasing  themselves  unto  such  bad  creatures ;  and  after  all 
these  seeking  rather  ambitiously  for  ecclesiastical  dignities, 
than  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  and  defending  after  a 
tyrannical  fashion  their  achieved  preferments,  nor  even 
labouring  with  lawful  manners,  to  adorn  the  same ;  negligent 
and  dull  to  listen  to  the  precepts  of  the  holy  saints  (if  ever 
they  did  so  much  as  once  hear  that  which  full  often  they 
ought  to  hear)(  but  diligent  and  attentive  to  the  plays  and 
Ubolish  fables  of  secular  men,  as  if  they  were  the  very  ways 

'  Xo  life,  which  indeed  are  but  the  passages  to  death ;  being 
hoarse^  after  the  fashion  of  bulls,  with  the  abundance  of 
V  V  fatness,  and  miserably  prompt  to  all  unlawful  actions; 
bearing  their  countenances  arrogantly  aloft,  and  having 
nevertheless  their  inward  senses,  with  tormenting  and 
^•wlng  onsciencea;  depressed  down  to  the  bottom  or 


snroinr  ov  tbb  ouhmt*  S45 

nitber  to  tbe  bottomless  jdt;  glad  at  the  ndidiig  oft  one 
pennj,  and  at  the  loss  of  the  Vke  ralne  sad;  do&fld  and 
dumb  in  the  apostolical  decrees  (be  it  for  ignorance  or  rather 
the  burden  of  their  offences),  and  stopping  also  the  mouths 
of  the  learned,  but  singularly  experienced  in  the  deceitful 
shifts  of  worldly  affairs ;  and  many  of  this  sort  and  wicked 
conTcrsation,  violently  intruding  themselves  into  the  pre 
fennents  of  the  churdi ;  yea,  rather  buying  the  same  at  a 
high  rate,  than  being  any  way  drawn  thereunto,  and  more- 
over as  unworthy  wretches^  wallowing,  after  the  fashion  of 
swine,  in  their  old  and  unhappy  puddle  of  intolerable^ 
wickedness,  after  they  have  attained  unto  the  seat  of  the 
priesthood  or  episcopal  dignity  (who  neither  have  been 
installed,  or  resident  on  the  same),  for  usurping  only  the 
name  of  priesthood,  they  have  not  received  the  orders  or 
apostolical  preeminence ;  but  how  can  they  who  are  not  as 
yet  fully  instructed  in  fidth,  nor  have  done  penance  for  their  p. 
sins,  be  any  way  supposed  meet  and  convenient  to  ascend  i 

i  unto  any  ecclesiastical  degree  (that  I  may  not  speak  of  the  ^^""^ 

highest)  which  none  but  holy  and  perfect  men,  and  followers 
of  the  apostles,  and,  to  use  the  words  of  the  teacher  of  the 
Gentiles,  persons  free  firom  reprehension,  can  lawfully  and 
without  the  foul  offence  of  sacnlege  undertake. 

§  67.  For  what  is  so  wicked  and  so  sinful  as  after  the  ex- 
ample of  Simon  Magus  (even  if  with  other  faults  he  had  not 
been  defiled  before),  for  any  man  with  earthly  price  to  pur- 
chase the  office  of  a  bishop  or  priest,  which  with  holiness 

*  and  righteous  life  alone  ought  lawfully  to  be  obtained ;  but 

herein  they  do  more  wilfully  and  desperately  err,  in  that 
they  buy  their  deceitful  and  unprofitable  ecclesiastical  degrees, 
not  of  the  apostles  or  their  successors,  but  of  tyrannical 
princes,  and  their  father  the  devil ;  yea,  rather  they  raise 
this  as  a  certain  roof  and  covering  of  all  offences,  over  the 
frame  of  their  former  serious  life,  that  being  protected  under 
the  shadow  thereof,  no  man  should  lightly  hereafter  lay  to 
their  charge  their  old  or  new  wickedness ;  and  hereupon  they 
build  their  desires  of  covetousness  and  gluttony,  for  that 

V  being  now  the  rulers  of  many  they  may  more  fiedy  make 

havoc  at  their  pleasvre.  For  if  truly  any  such  offer  of 
parehasing  eecleiiaatical  prtnnotions  were  made  by  these  im« 

9  p^4^t  timera  (J  irflj  not  say  witji  St,  Peter),  h^t  to  wj 
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holy  priest,  or  godly  king,  they  would  no  doubt  receive  the 
same  answer  which  their  father  Simon  Magus  had  from  the 
mouth  of  the  apostle  Peter,  saying :  "  Thy  money  be  with 
thee  unto  thy  perdition.**  But^  das  !  perhaps  they  who 
order  and  advance  these  ambitious  aspirers,  yea,  they  who 
rather  throw  them  under  foot,  and  for  a  blessing  give  them 
a  cursing,  whilst  of  sinners  they  make  them  not  penitents 
(which  were  more  consonant  to  reason),  but  sacrilegious  and 
desperate  offenders,  and  in  a  sort  install  Judas,  that  traitor 
to  his  Master,  in  the  chair  of  Peter,  and  Nicholas,  the  author 
of  that  foul  heresy,  in  the  seat  of  St  Stephen  the  martyr,  it 
may  be,  at  first  obtained  their  own  priesthood  by  the  same 
means,  and  therefore  do  not  greatly  dislike  in  their  children, 
but  rather  respect  the  course,  that  they  their  fathers  did 
before  follow.  And  also,  if  finding  resistance,  in  obtaining 
their  dioceses  at  home,  and  some  who  severely  renounce  this 
chaffering  of  church-livings,  they  cannot  there  attain  to  such 
a  precious  pearl,  then  it  doth  not  so  much  loath  as  delight 
them  (after  they  have  carefully  sent  their  messengers  before- 
hand) to  cross  the  seas,  and  travel  over  most  large  countries, 
that  so,  in  the  end,  yea  even  with  the  sale  of  their  whole  sub- 
stance, they  may  win  and  compass  such  a  pomp,  and  such  an 
incomparable  glory,  or  to  speak  more  truly,  such  a  dirty  and 
base  deceit  and  illusion,  ^d  afterwards  with  great  show  and 
magnificent  ostentation,  or  rather  madness,  returning  back  to 
J  their  own  native  soil,  they  grow  from  stoutness  to  stateliness, 
and  from  being  used  to  level  their  looks  to  the  tops  of  the 
mountains,  they  now  lift  up  their  drowsy  eyes  into  the  air, 
even  to  the  highest  clouds,  and  as  Novatus,  that  foul  hog, 
and  persecutor  of  our  Lord's  precious  jewel,  did  once  at 
Rome,  so  do  these  intrude  themselves  again  into  their  own 
country,  as  creatures  of  a  new  mould,  or  rather  as  instru- 
ments of  the  devil,  being  even  ready  in  this  state  and  fashion 
to  stretch  out  violently  their  hands  (not  so  worthy  of  the 
holy  altars  as  of  the  avenging  flames  of  hell)  upon  Christ's 
most  holy  sacrifices. 

§  68.  What  do  you  therefore,  0  unhappy  people  I  expect 
fiom  such  belly  beasts  ?  (as  the  apostle  calleth  them).  Shall 
your  manners  be  amended  by  these,  who  not  only  do  not 
apply  their  minds  to  any  goodness,  but  according  to  the  up- 
braiding of  the  prophet,  labour  also  to  deal  wickedly  ?  Shall 
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ye  be  Ulaminated  with  such  ejes  as  are  :nly  with  greedin< 
cast  on  those  things  that  lead  headlong  to  vices  (that  is  to 
saj),  to  the  gates  of  heU  ?  Kaj  trnlj,  if  according  to  the 
saying  of  onr  Saviour,  ye  flee  not  these  most  ravenous  wolveA 
like  those  of  Arabia,  or  avoid  them  as  Lot,  who  ran  most 
speedily  from  the  fiery  shower  of  Sodom  up  to  the  mountains^ 
then,  being  blind  and  led  by  the  blind,  ye  will  both  to« 
gether  tumble  down  into  the  infernal  ditch. 

§  69.  But  some  man  perchance  will  objecting  say,  that  all 
bishops  or  all  priests  (according  to  our  former  exception), 
are  not  so  wickedly  given,  because  they  are  not  defiled  with 
the  infamy  of  schism,  pride,  or  unclean  life,  which  neither 
we  ourselves  will  deny,  but  albeit  we  know  them  to  be  chaste, 
and  virtuous,  yet  will  we  briefly  answer. 

What  did  it  proflt  the  high-priest  Hely,  that  he  alone  did 
not  violate  the  commandments  of  our  Lord,  in  taking  flesh 
with  forks  out  of  the  pots,  before  the  fat  was  ofiered  unto 
Grod,  while  he  was  punish^  with  the  same  revenge  of  death 
wherewith  his  sons  were  ?  What  one,  I  beseech  you,  of  them, 
whose  manners  w%  have  before  sufficiently  declared,  hath 
been  martyred  Hke  Abel,  from  maHdous  jealousy  of  his  more 
acceptable  sacrifice,  which  with  the  heavenly  fire  ascended 
up  into  the  skies,  since  they  fear  the  reproach  even  of  an 
ordinary  word  ?  Which  of  them  ^'  hath  hated  the  counsel  of 
the  maHdous,  and  not  sat  with  the  ungodly,"  so  that  of  him 
as  a  prophet,  the  same  might  be  verified  which  was  said  of 
Enoch,  *'  Enoch  walked  with  Grod  and  was  not  to  be  found** 
in  the  vanity  (forsooth)  of  the  whole  world,  as  then  leaving 
our  Lord,  and  beginning  to  halt  after  idolatry  ?  Which  of 
them,  like  Noah  in  the  time  of  the  deluge,  hath  not  admitted 
into  the  ark  of  salvation  (which  is  the  present  church)  anj 
adversary  unto  God,  that  it  may  be  most  apparent  that  none 
but  innocents  or  singular  penitents,  ought  to  remain  in  the 
house  of  our  Lord  ?  Who  is  he  that  ofiering  sacrifice  like 
Mdchisedeck,  hath  only  blessed  the  conquerors,  and  them 
who  with  the  number  of  three  hundred  (which  was  in  the 
sacrament  of  the  Trinity)  delivering  the  just  man,  have  over- 
thrown the  deadly  armies  of  the  five  kings,  together  with 
their  vanquishing  troops,  and  not  coveted  the  goods  of  others  ? 
Which  of  them  hath  like  Abraham,  at  the  commandment  of 
God  iredj  offered  his  own  son  oa  the  altar  to  be  shun,  that 
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he  might  aooompllsh  a  precept  of  Christ,  agreeable  to  this 
sajing^  Thj  right  eje,  if  it  cause  thee  to  offend,  ought  to  be 
pulled  out ;  and  another  of  the  prophet,  That  he  is  accursed 
who  withholdeth  hia  sword  from  shedding  blood  ?  Who  is  he 
that  like  Joseph,  hath  rooted  out  of  his  heart  the  remem- 
brance of  an  offered  injury  ?  Who  is  he  that  like  Moses, 
speaking  with  our  Lord  in  the  mountain,  and  not  there  terri- 
fied with  the  sounding  trumpets,  hath  in  a  figuratiye  sense 
presented  unto  the  incredulous  people  the  two  tables,  and  his 
homed  face  which  they  could  not  endure  to  see,  but  trem- 
bled to  behold  ?  Which  of  them,  praying  for  the  offences  of 
the  people,  has  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  heart  cried  out, 
like  unto  him,  saying :  "  0  Lord  this  people  hath  committed 
a  grievous  sin,  which  if  thou  wilt  forgive  them,  forgive  it ; 
otherwise  blot  me  guilty  out  of  thy  book  T* 

§  70.  Which  of  them,  inflamed  with  the  admirable  zeal  of 
Gk>a,  hath  courageously  risen  to  punish  fornication,  curing 
without  delay  by  the  present  medicine  of  penance,  the  affec- 
tion of  filthy  lust,  lest  the  fire  of  the  wrath  of  God  should 
otherwise  consume  the  people,  as  Phineas  the  priest  did, 
that  by  these  means  justice  for  ever  might  be  reputed  unto 
him  ?  Which  of  them  hath  in  moral  understanding  imitated 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  either  for  the  utter  rooting  forth, 
even  to  the  slaughter  of  the  last  and  least  of  all,  the  seven 
nations  out  of  the  land  of  prombe,  or  for  the  establishing  of 
spiritual  Israel  in  their  places  ?  Which  of  them  hath  showed 
unto  the  people  of  God  their  final  bounds  beyond  Jordan 
that  it  might  be  known  what  was  suited  to  every  tribe,  in 
such  sort  as  the  aforenamed  Phineas  and  Jesus  have  wisely 
divided  the  land  ?  Who  is  he  that  to  overthrow  the  innumer- 
able thousands  of  Grentiles,  adversaries  to  the  chosen  people 
of  Grod,  hath,  as  another  Jephtha,  for  a  votive  and  propitia- 
tory sacri^ce,  slain  his  own  daughter  (by  which  is  to  be  un- 
derstood his  own  proper  will),  imitating  also  therein  tl^ 
apostle,  saying,  ''  Not  seeking  what  is  profitable  to  me,  but  tdv 
many,  that  they  may  be  saved ;"  which  daughter  of  his 
met  the  conquerors  with  drums  and  dances,  by  which  are 
to  be  understood  the  lustful  desires  of  the  fiesh  ?  Which  of 
them,  that  he  might  disorder,  put  to  flight,  and  overthrow 
the  oamps  of  the  proud  Gentiles,  by  the  number  of  three 
bvmlre^f  (bein^  u  we  before  si|idi,  t)ie  mjrsCer^  of  the  blosse^ 


•MTl]  OlDSOiri  BAMtWiri  SAMOIL.  849 

Trinity,)  and  withhismen  holding  in  their  hands  thoae  noble 
Boundu]^  trnmpeto,  (which  are  prophetical  and  apostolical 
aensesy  according  as  our  Lord  said  to  the  prophet^  ^Ezalt 
thy  Yoice  as  a  trumpet ;"  and  the  psalmist  of  the  apostlesy 
"  Their  sound  hath  passed  throughout  the  whole  earth,**)  and 
bearing  all  those  famous  flagons  al^ining  in  the  night  with 
that  most  glittering  fiery  light,  (which  are  to  be  interpreted 
the  bodies  of  saints  joined  to  good  works,  and  burning  with 
the  flame  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  yea  having,  as  the  apostle 
writes,  '^  This  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,")  hath  after  hewing 
down  the  idolatrous  grave  (by  which  is  morally  meant  dark 
and  foul  desire)  marched  on  like  Gideon,  with  an  assured  faith 
in  the  evident  sign  of  the  fleece,  which  to  the  Jews  was  void 
of  the  heavenly  moisture,  but  to  the  Gentiles  made  wet  with 
the  dew  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ? 

§  71.  Who  is  he  among  them  that  (earnestly  wishing  to 
die  to  this  world,  and  live  to  Christ)  hath,  as  another  Samp- 
son, utterly  cut  off  such  innumerable  luxurious  banqueters 
of  the  Gentile,  while  they  praised  their  gods,  (by  which  is 
meant,  while  the  senses  of  men  extolled  these  earthly  riches, 
acQording  to  the  apostle  speaking  thus  :  ''  And  covetousness, 
which  is  idolatry**),  shaking  with  the  power  of  both  his  arms 
the  two  pillars  (by  which  are  to  be  understood  the  wicked 
pleasures  of  the  soul  and  body),  by  which  the  house  of  all 
worldly  wickedness  is  in  a  sort  compacted  and  underpropped  ? 
Which  of  them,  like  Samuel,  with  prayers  and  the  burnt 
sacrifice  of  a  sucking  lamb,  hath  driven  away  the  fear  of  the 
Philistines,  raised  unexpected  thunderclaps,  and  showering 
douds,  established  without  fiattery  a  king,  deposed  him 
when  he  displeased  God,  and  anointed  another  his  better  in 
his  place  and  kingdom ;  and  when  he  shall  give  to  the  people 
his  last  farewell,  shall  appear  like  Samuel  in  this  sort,  saying, 
^Behold,  I  am  ready,  speak  ye  before  our  Lord  and  his 
anmnted,  whether  I  ever  took  away  the  ox  or  ass  of  any 
man,  if  I  have  falsely  accused  any  one,  if  I  have  oppressed 
anybody,  if  I  have  received  a  bribe  from  the  hands  of  any  ?** 
Unto  whom  it  was  answered  by  the  people,  **  Thou  hast  not 
wrongfully  charged  us,  nor  oppressed  us,  nor  taken  anything 
from  the  hands  of  any."  Which  of  them,  like  the  famous 
pityhet  EliaSi  who  consumed  with  heavenly  fire  the  hundred 
proud  men,  and  preserved  the  fifty  that  humbled  themselves  * 
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and  afterwai^  denounced  without  flattery  or  dissimulation^ 
the  impending  death  of  the  unjust  king  (that  sought  not  the 
counsel  of  God  by  his  prophets,  but  of  the  idol  Accaron), 
hath  utterly  overthrown  all  the  prophets  of  Baal  (by  which 
are  meant  the  worldly  senses  ever  bent,  as  we  have  already 
said,  to  envy  and  avarice),  with  the  lightning  sword  (which 
is  the  word  of  God)  ?  And  as  the  same  Elias,  moved  with 
the  zeal  of  God,  after  taking  away  the  showers  of  rain  from 
the  land  of  the  wicked,  who  were  now  shut  up  with  famine 
in  a  strong  prison,  as  it  were  of  penury,  for  three  years  and 
six  months,  being  himself  ready  to  die  for  thirst  in  the 
desert,  hath,  complaining,  said,  "They  have  murdered,  O 
Lord,  thy  prophets,  and  undermined  thine  altars,  and  I  alone 
am  left,  and  they  seek  my  life  ?" 

§  72.  Which  of  them,  like  Elisha,  hath  punished  his 
dearly  beloved  disciple,  if  not  with  an  everlasting  leprosy, 
yet  at  least  by  abandoning  him,  if  burdened  too  much  with 
the  weight  of  worldly  covetousneBS  for  those  very  gifts 
which  his  master  before  (although  very  earnestly  entreated 
thereto)  had  despised  to  receive  ?  And  which  of  these 
among  us  hath  Hke  him  revealed  unto  his  servant,  (who 
despaired  of  life,  and  on  a  sudden  trembled  at  the  warlike 
army  of  the  enemies  that  besieged  the  city  wherein  he  was), 
through  the  fervency  of  his  prayers  poured  out  unto  Grod, 
those  spiritual  visions,  so  that  he  might  behold  a  mountdn 
replenished  with  a  heavenly  assisting  army,  of  warlike  cha- 
riots and  horsemen,  shining  with  fiery  countenances,  and  that 
he  might  also  believe  that  he  was  stronger  to  save,  than  the 
foe  to  hurt  ?  And  which  of  them,  like  the  above-named 
Elisha,  with  the  touch  of  his  body,  being  dead  to  the  world, 
but  living  unto  God,  shall  raise  up  another,  whose  fate  had 
been  different  from  his,  namely,  death  to  God,  but  life  to  his 
vices,  so  that  instantly  revived,  he  may  yield  humble  thanks 
to  Christ  for  his  unexpected  recovery  from  the  hellish  tor- 
ments of  his  mortal  crimes  ?  Which  of  them  hath  his  lips 
purified  and  made  clean  with  the  fiery  coals  carried  by  the 
tongues  of  the  cherubim,  from  off  the  altar,  (that  his  sins 
may  be  wiped  away  with  the  humility  of  confession),  as  it  is 
written  of  Esaias,  by  whose  effectual  prayers,  together  with 
the  aid  of  the  godly  king  Ezechias,  a  hundred  fourscore  and 
five  thousand  of  the  Assyrian  army,  through  the  stroke  of 
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one  angel,  withoot  the  least  print  of  any  appearing  wonnd, 
were  overthrown  and  slain  ?  Which  of  them,  like  blessed 
Jeremiah,  for  accomplishing  the  commandments  of  God, — ^for 
denouncing  the  threats  thundered  out  from  heayen,  and  for 
preaching  the  truth  even  to  such  as  would  not  hear  the  same^ 
hath  suSered  loathsome  stinking  prisons  as  momentary 
deaths  ?  And  to  be  brie^  what  one  of  them  (as  the  teacher 
of  the  Grentiles  said)  hath  endured  like  the  holj  prophets  to 
wander  in  mountains,  in  dens,  and  caves  of  the  earth,  to  be 
stoned,  to  be  sawn  in  sunder,  and  assailed  with  all  kinds  of 
death,  for  the  name  of  our  Lord  ?  -\       . 

§  73.  But  whj  do  we  dwell  in  examples  of  the  Old  Tes-       I    a  [ 
tament  as  if  there  were  none  in  the  New  ?    Let,  therefore,       1         \ 
those,  who  suppose  thej  can,' without  any  labour  at  all,  under      /  * 

the  naked  pretence  of  the  name  of  priesthood,  enter  this  |  ^^ 
strait  and  narrow  passage  of  Christian  religion,  hearken  unto 
me  while  I  recite  and  gather  into  one  a  few  of  the  chiefesl 
flowers  out  of  the  large  and  pleasant  meadow  of  the  saintly 
soldiers  of  the  New  Testament.  Which  of  you  (who  rather  - 
sleep  than  lawfully  sit  in  the  chiur  of  the  priesthood),  being 
cast  out  of  the  council  of  the  wicked,  hath,  after  the  stripes 
of  sundry  rods,  like  the  holy  apostles,  from  the  bottom  of  his 
heart,  given  thanks  to  the  blessed  Trinity  that  he  was  found 
worthy  to  suffer  disgrace  for  Christ's  true  deity  ?  What 
one,  for  the  undoubted  testimony  of  God,  having  his  brains 
dashed  out  with  the  fuller's  club,  hath,  like  James  the  first, 
a  bishop  of  the  New  Testament,  suffered  corporal  death  ? 
Which  of  you,  like  James  the  brother  of  John,  has  by  the 
unjust  prince  been  beheaded  ?  Who,  like  the  first  deacon 
and  martyr  of  the  gospel,  (having  but  this  only  accusation, 
that  he  saw  God,  whom  the  wicked  could  not  behold),  has 
by  ungodly  hands  been  stoned  to  death  ?  What  one  of  you, 
like  the  worthy  keeper  of  the  keys  of  the  heavenly  kingdom, 
has  been  nailed  to  the  cross  with  his  feet  upward,  in  rever- 
ence for  Christ,  whom,  no  less  in  his  death  than  in  his  life, 
he  endeavoured  to  honour,  and  hath  so  breathed  his  last  ? 
Which  of  you,  for  the  confession  of  the  true  word  of  Christy 
hath,  like  the  vessel  of  election,  and  chosen  teacher  of  the 
Gentiles,  after  suffering  imprisonment  and  shipwreck,  after 
the  terrible  scourges  of  whips,  the  continual  dangers  of  seas^ 
of  thieves^  of  G^tiles>  of  Jews,  and  of  fittoe  apostles^  aft<» 
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the  labours  of  famine,  fasting,  and  watching,  af^cr  incessant 
care  over  all  the  churches,  after  his  trouble  for  sach  as 
scandalized,  after  his  infirmity  for  the  weak,  after  his  won* 
derful  travels  over  almost  the  whole  world  in  preaching  tha 

Spel  of  Christ,  lost  his  head  at  last  by  the  stroke  €£  the 
cending  sword  ?" 

§  74.  Which  of  you,  like  the  holy  martyr  Ignatius,  bishop 
of  the  city  of  Antioch,  hath  after  his  miraculous  actions  iu 
Christ,  for  testimony  of  him  been  torn  by  the  jaws  of  lions, 
as  he  was  once  at  Bome  ?  whose  words,  as  he  was  led  to  his 
passion,  when  you  shall  hear  (if  ever  your  countenances 
were  overcome  with  blushing),  you  will  not  only,  in  com* 
parison  of  him,  esteem  yourselves  no  priests,  but  not  so  much 
even  as  the  meanest  Christians ;  for  in  the  epbtle  which  he 
sent  to  the  church  of  Bome,  he  writeth  thus :  '*  From  Syria 
even  unto  Rome,  I  fight  with  beasts,  by  land  and  sea,  being 
bound  and  chained  unto  ten  leopards,  I  mean  the  soldiers 
appointed  for  my  {ustody,  who  for  our  benefit  bestowed  upon 
them  become  more  cruel ;  but  I  am  the  better  instructed  by 
their  wickedness,  neither  yet  am  I  in  this  justified;  oh! 
when  shall  those  beasts  come  the  workers  of  my  salvation, 
which  are  for  me  prepared  ?  when  shall  they  be  let  loose  at 
me  ?  when  shall  it  be  lawful  for  my  carcass  to  enjoy  them  ? 
whom  I  do  most  eamestiy  wish  to  be  eagerly  enraged  against 
me,  and  truly  I  will  incite  them  to  devour  me ;  moreover,  I 
will  humbly  pray,  lest  perchance  they  should  dread  to  touch 
my  body  (as  in  some  others  they  have  before  done),  yea  also, 
if  they  hesitate,  I  will  offer  violence,  I  will  force  myself 
upon  them.  Pardon  me,  I  beseech  you,  I  know  what  is 
commodious  for  me,  even  now  I  begin  to  be  the  disciple  of 
Christ ;  let  all  envy,  whether  of  human  affection  or  spiritual 
wickedness  cease,  that  I  may  endeavour  to  obtain  Christ 
Jesus ;  let  fires,  let  crosses,  let  cruelty  of  beasts,  let  breaking 
of  bones,  and  rending  of  limbs,  with  all  the  pains  of  the 
whole  body,  and  all  the  torments  devised  by  the  art  of  the 
devil,  be  together  poured  out  on  me  alone,  so  that  I  may 
merit  to  attain  unto  Christ  Jesus.''  Why  do  you  behold 
these  things  with  the  sleepy  eyes  of  your  souls?  why  do  yoa 
hearken  unto  them  with  the  deaf  ears  of  your  senses? 
Shake  off,  I  beseech  you,  the  dark  and  black  mist  of 
s^>tlifulne0s  from  your  hearts,  that  so  you  may  see  tbi 
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glorious  light  of  truth  and  humility.  A  Christian,  and  he 
not  mean,  but  a  perfect  one,  and  a  priest  not  base,  but  one  of 
the  highert,  a  martyr  of  no  ordinary  sort,  but  one  of  the 
chiefest,  saith:  ^<Now  I  begin  to  be  the  disciple  of  Christ" 
And  70U9  like  the  same  Lucifer,  who  was  thrown  down  out 
of  heayen,  are  puffed  up  with  words,  and  not  with  power, 
and  after  a  sort  do  chew  under  the  tooth,  and  make  pretence 
in  your  actions,  as  the  author  of  this  your  wickedness  hath 
thus  expressed :  ^*  I  will  mount  up  into  the  heayens,  and  be 
like  unto  the  Highest"  And  again:  ^'I  haye  di^^ed  and 
drunk  water,  and  dried  up  with  the  steps  of  my  feet  all  the 
rivers  of  Ihe  banks."  You  would  more  rightly  have 
imitated  him  and  hearkened  unto  his  words,  who  is  without 
doubt  the  most  true  example  of  all  goodness  and  humility, 
saying  by  his  prophet^  **  I  am  verily  a  worm  and  not  a  man, 
the  reproach  of  men,  and  the  outcast  of  the  people."  Oh 
unspeakable  matter  I  that  he  called  himself  **  the  reproach  of 
men,"  when  he  washed  away  the  reproaches  of  the  whole 
world.  And  again  in  the  gospel ;  '^  I  am  not  able  to  do  any 
thing  of  myself^"  when  at  the  same  time  he  was  co-etemal 
with  the  Father,  coequal  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  con- 
substantial  with  botl^  and  created,  not  by  the  help  of 
another,  but  by  his  own  almighty  power,  the  heaven  and 
earth,  with  all  their  ine:?timable  ornaments ;  and  ye  neyer- 
theless  have  arrogantly  lifted  up  your  yoicei^  notwithstanding 
the  prophet  saith,  ''Why  do  earth  and  ashes  swell  wit£ 
pride?" 

§  75.  But  let  us  return  unto  our  subject  Which  of  you, 
I  say,  like  Polycarp,  the  famous  bishop  of  the  church  of  ^ 
Smyrna,  that  witness  of  Christ,  hath  courteously  entertained 
as  guests  at  his  table,  those  who  violently  drew  him  out  to 
be  burned?  and  when  for  the  charity  which  he  did  bear 
unto  Christ,  he  was  brought  to  the  stakes  said,  **  He  who 

Eye  me  grace  to  endure  the  torment  of  the  fire,  will 
:6wise  grant  me  without  fastening  of  nails  to  bear  the 
flames  witii  patience."  And  now  passing  over  in  this  my 
discourse  the  mighty  armies  of  saints,  I  will  yet  touch  on 
one  only,  for  exampWs  sake,  Basil  the  bishop  of  Caosaria, 
who  whm  he  was  thus  by  the  unrighteous  prince  threatened 
lhat»  unless  he  would  on  the  next  day  be  as  the  rest,  defiled 
fai  tbe  dirty  dunghill  of  the  Arian  heresy,  he  should  be  put 
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to  death,  answered,  as  it  is  reported,  "  I  will  be  to-morrow 
the  same  as  to-daj,  and  for  thee,  I  do  not  wish  thee  to 
ehange  thy  determination."  And  again,  *^  Would  that  I 
had  some  worthy  reward  to  bestow  on  him  that  would 
discharge  Basil  from  the  bands  of  this  breathing  bellows." 
Which  one  of  you  doth  endeavour  to  daunt  the  menaces  of 
tyrants,  by  inviolably  keeping  the  rule  of  the  apostolical 
speech,  which  in  all  times  and  ages  hath  been  observed  by 
all  holy  priests,  to  suppress  the  suggestion  of  men  when  they 
sought  to  draw  them  into  wickedness,  saying  in  this  manner ; 
''  It  behoveth  us  to  obey  Grod  rather  than  men." 

§  76.  Wherefore  after  our  accustomed  manner,  taking 
refuge  in  the  mercy  of  our  Lord,  and  in  the  sentences  of  his 
y  holy  prophets,  that  they  on  our  behalf  may  now  level  the 
darts  of  their  oracles  at  imperfect  pastors  (as  before  at 
tyrants),  so  that  thereby  they  may  receive  compunction  and 
be  amended,  let  us  see  what  manner  of  threats  our  Lord  doth 
by  his  prophets  utter  against  slothful  and  dishonest  priests, 
and  such  as  do  not,  both  by  examples  and  words,  rightly 
instruct  the  people.  For  even  EH,  the  priest  in  Shilo, 
because  he  did  not  severely  proceed,  with  a  zeal  worthy  of 
God,  in  punishing  his  sons,  when  they  contemned  our  Lord, 
but,  as  a  man  overswayed  with  a  fatherly  affection,  too 
mildly  and  remissly  admonished  them,  was  sentenced  with 
this  judgment  by  the  prophet  speaking  unto  him:  *'Thus 
saith  our  Lord ;  I  have  manifestly  showed  myself  unto  the 
house  of  thy  father,  when  they  were  the  servants  of  Pharaoh 
in  Egypt,  and  have  chosen  the  house  of  thy  father  out  of  all 
the  tribes  of  Israel,  for  a  priesthood  unto  me."  And  a  little 
after,  ^^  Why  hast  tiiou  looked  upon  mine  incense,  and  upon 
my  sacrifice^  with  a  dishonest  eye  ?  and  hast  honoured  thy 
children  more  than  me^  that  thou  mightest  bless  them  from 
the  beginning  in  all  sacrifices  in  my  presence  ?  And  now  so 
saith  our  Lord :  Because  whoever  honoureth  me  I  will  honour 
him  again ;  and  whoso  maketh  no  account  of  me  shaU  be 
brought  to  nothing.  Behold  the  days  shall  come,  and  I  will 
destroy  thy  name^  and  the  seed  of  thy  father's  house.  And 
let  this  be  to  thee  the  sign,  whichshaU  fall  upon  thy  two  sons^ 
flqphnl  and  Phineasi  in  cme  day  shall  they  both  die  by  the 
sword  of  men.*    If  thus  therefore  they  shall  suffer,  who  I 

oocrecl  them  that  are  under  their  charge,  with  words  only^  \ 
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and  not  with  condign  punishmenti  what  shall  beoome  of  thoto 

who  by  offending  exhort  you,  and  draw  others  unto  wickednesB  ? 

§  77.  It  is  apparent  idso  what  befell  unto  the  true  prophet, 

who  was  sent  firom  Judah  to  prophesy  in   Bethel,  and 

forbidden  to  taste  any  meat  in  that  place,  after  the  sign 

which  he  foretold  was  fulfilled,  and  after  he  had  restored  to 

the  wicked  king  his  withered  hand  again,  being  deceived  by    /^ 

another  prophet^  as  he  was  termed,  and  so  maKe  to  take  but    \jj 

a  little  bread  and  water,  his  host  speaking  in  this  sort  unto 

him :  *'  Thus  saith  our  Lord  God :  Because  thou  hast  been 

disobedient  to  the  mouth  of  our  Lord,  and  hast  not  observed 

the  precept  which  the  Lord  thy  Grod  hath  conmianded,  and 

hast  returned,  and  eaten  bread,  and  drunk  water  in  this 

place,  in  which  I  have  charged  thee  that  thou  shouldest 

neither  eat  bread  nor  drink  water,  thy  body  shall  not  be 

buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  thy  forefathers.     And  so  (saith 

the  scripture)  it  came  to  pass,  that  after  he  had  eaten  bread 

and  drunk  water,  he  made  ready  his  ass,  and  departed,  and  a 

lion  found  him  in  the  way  and  slew  him." 

§  78.    Hear  ye  also  the  holy  prophet  Isaias,  how  he 

speaketh  of  priests  on  this  wise.     "  Woe  be  to  the  ungodly, 

may  evil  befall  him ;  for  the  reward  of  hb  hands  shall  light 

upon  him.     Her  own  exactors  have  spoiled  my  people,  and 

women  have  borne  sway  over  her.     O  my  people,  they  who 

term  thee  blessed,  themselves  deceive  thee,  and  destroy  the 

way  of  thy  footsteps.     Our  Lord  standeth  to  judge,  and 

standeth  to  judge  the  people.     Our  Lord  will  come  unto 

judgment  with  the  elders  of  the  people  and  her  princes.    Te 

have  consumed  my  vine,  the  spoil  of  the  poor  is  in  your 

house.    Why  do  ye  break  in  pieces  my  people,  and  grind  the 

faces  of  the  poor  ?  saith  our  Lord  of  hosts."     And  also ; 

**  Woe  be  unto  them  who  compose  ungodly  laws,  and  in  their 

writing  have  written  injustice,  that  they  may  oppress  the 

poor  in  judgment,  and  work  violence  to  the  cause  of  the 

lowly  of  my  people^  that  widows  may  be  their  prey,  and  they 

make  spoil  of  the  orphans ;  what  will  ye  do  in  the  day  of 

visitation  and  calamity  approaching  from  afar  off?"    And 

afterwards :  '^But  these  also  in  regard  of  wine  have  been 

ignorant,  and  in  respect  of  drunkenness  have  wandered 

matray ;  the  priests  have  not  understood,  because  of  drunken* 

ncsSy  and  have  been  swallowed  up  in  wine^  they  have  erred 
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in  drunkenness,  thej  have  not  known  him  who  seeth,  ^ey 
have  been  ignorant  of  judgment.  For  all  table^i  are  filled 
with  the  vomit  of  their  undeanness,  in  so  much  as  there  is 
not  any  free  place  to  be  found." 

§  79.  "Hear  therefore  the  word  of  our  Lord,  O  ye 
deceivers,  who  bear  authority  over  my  people  that  is  in 
Jerusalem.  For  ye  have  said.  We  have  entered  into  a  truce 
with  death,  and  with  hell  we  have  made  a  covenant.  The 
overflowing  scourge  when  it  shall  pass  forth  shall  not  fall 
upon  us,  because  we  have  placed  falsehood  for  our  hope,  and 
by  lying  we  have  been  defended."  And  somewhat  aher: 
"  And  hail  shall  overthrow  the  hope  of  lying,  together  with 
the  defence.  Waters  shall  overflow,  and  your  truce  with 
death  shaU  be  destroyed,  and  your  covenant  with  hell  shaU 
not  continue,  when  the  overflowing  scourge  shall  pass  forth ; 
ye  shall  abo  be  trodden  under  foot,  whensoever  it  shall  pass 
along  through  you,  it  shall  sweep  you  away  withaL"  And 
again :  "  And  our  Lord  hath  said  :  Because  this  people 
approacheth  with  their  mouth,  and  with  their  lips  glorify 
me,  but  their  heart  is  far  from  me ;  bcholil,  therefore,  I  will 
cause  this  people  to  wonder  by  a  great  and  stupendous 
miracle.  For  wisdom  shall  decay  and  fall  away  from  her 
wise  men,  and  the  understanding  of  her  sages  shall  be  con- 
cealed. Woe  be  unto  you  that  are  profound  in  heart,  to 
conceal  counsel  from  our  Lord,  whose  works  are  in  darkness, 
and  they  say,  who  sceth  us  ?  And  who  hath  known  us  ?  for 
this  thought  of  yours  is  perverse."  And  afterwards :  "  Thus 
saith  our  Lord,  Heaven  is  my  seat,  and  the  earth  my  foot- 
stool. What  is  this  house  that  ye  will  erect  unto  me,  and 
what  place  shall  be  found  for  my  resting-place  ?  all  these 
things  hath  my  hand  made,  and  these  universally  have  been 
all  created,  saith  our  Lord.  On  whom  truly  shall  I  cast 
mine  eye,  but  on  the  humble  poor  man,  and  the  contrite 
in  spirit,  and  him  that  dreadeth  my  speeches?  he  that 
sacrificeth  an  ox,  is  as  he  that  killeth  a  man ;  he  that 
slaughtereth  a  beast  for  sacrifice,  is  like  1dm  who  beateth 
out  the  brains  of  a  dog ;  he  that  offereth  an  oblation,  is  as 
he  that  offereth  the  blood  of  a  hog ;  he  that  is  mindful  of 
frankincense,  is  as  he  that  honoureth  an  idol :  of  all  these 
things  have  they  made  choice  in  their  ways,  and  in  their 
ibonilnations  hatli  their  soul  been  delighted. 
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§  80.  Hear  also  what  Jeremy,  that  virgin  prophet,  Bpeaketh 
unto  the  unwise  pastors  in  thul  sort :  "  Thus  saith  our  Lord, 
What  iniquity  have  your  fathers  found  in  me,  because  they 
have  removed  themselves  far  off  from  me,  and  walked  after 
vanity,  and  are  become  vain  ?  "  And  again :  ^<  And  entering 
in,  ye  have  defiled  my  land,  and  made  mine  inheritance 
abomination.  The  priests  have  not  said.  Where  is  our  Lord  ? 
and  the  rulers  of  the  law  have  not  known  me,  and  the  pastors 
have  dealt  treacherously  against  me.  Wherefore  I  will  as 
yet  contend  in  judgment  with  you,  saith  our  Lord,  and 
debate  the  matter  with  your  children."  And  a  little  after- 
wards :  "  Astonishment  and  wonders  have  been  wrought  in 
the  land.  Prophets  did  preach  lying,  and  priests  did  applaud 
with  their  hands,  and  my  people  have  loved  such  matters. 
What  therefore  shall  be  done  in  her  last  and  final  ends  r  To 
whom  shall  I  speak  and  make  protestation  that  he  may  hear 
me  ?  Behold  their  ears  are  uncircumcised,  and  they  cannot 
hear.  Behold  the  word  of  our  Lord  is  uttered  unto  them 
for  their  reproach,  and  they  receive  it  not :  because  I  will 
stretch  out  my  hand  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  saith 
our  Lord.  For  why,  from  the  lesser  even  unto  the  greater, 
all  study  avarice,  and  from  the  prophet  even  unto  the  priest, 
all  work  deceit,  and  they  cured  the  contrition  of  the  daughter 
of  my  people^  with  ignominy,  saying,  Peaces  peace,  and  peace 
there  shall  not  be.  Confounded  they  are,  who  have  wrought 
abomination :  but  they  are  not  wiUi  confusion  confounded, 
and  have  not  understood  how  to  be  ashamed.  Wherefore 
they  shall  fall  among  those  who  are  falling,  in  the  time  of 
their  visitation  shall  they  rush  headlong  down  together,  saith 
our  Lord.**  And  again : ''  All  these  princes  of  the  declining 
sort,  walking  fraudulently,  being  brass  and  iron,  are  uni- 
versally corrupted,  the  blowing  bellows  have  failed  in  the 
fire,  the  finer  of  metals  in  vain  hath  melted,  their  malicious 
acts  are  not  consumed,  call  them  refuse  and  reprobate 
silver,  because  our  Lord  hath  thrown  them  away."  And 
after  a  few  words: ''  I  am,  I  am,  I  have  seen,  saith  our  Lord. 
GU>  your  ways  to  my  place  in  Shilo,  where  my  name  hath 
inhabited  from  the  beginning,  and  behold  what  I  have  done 
thereunto  for  the  m^ce  of  my  people  Israel  And  now 
because  ye  have  wrought  all  these  works^  saith  our  Lord, 
apd  T  huve  spolLen  uoto  you,  arising  in  ^e  ipomipgy  and 
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taDdng,  and  yet  ye  have  not  heard  me,  and  I  hare  called 
701I9  and  yet  ye  have  not  answered,  I  will  so  deal  towards 
this  house,  wherein  my  name  is  now  called  upon,  and  wherein 
ye  have  confidence,  and  to  this  place  which  I  have  given  unto 
you,  and  to  your  fathers,  as  I  have  done  to  Shilo,  and  I  will 
cast  you  away  from  my  countenance." 

§  81.  And  again  :  <<My  children  have  departed  from  me, 
and  have  no  abiding,  and  there  is  none  who  any  more  pitcheth 
my  tent,  and  advanceth  my  pavilion :  for  the  pastors  have 
dealt  fondly  and  not  sought  out  our  Lord.  Wherefore  they 
have  not  understood,  and  their  flock  hath  been  dispersed." 
And  a  little  after :  ''  What  is  the  matter  that  my  beloved 
hath  in  my  houses  committed  many  offences  ?  shall  the  holy 
flesh  take  away  thy  maliciousness  from  thee,  wherein  thou 
hast  glorified  ?  our  Lord  shall  call  thy  name  a  plentiful,  fair, 
fruitful,  goodly  olive ;  at  the  sound  of  the  speech  a  mighty 
fire  hath  been  inflamed  in  her,  and  her  orchards  have  been 
quite  consumed  therewith."  And  again  :  "  Come  ye  to  me, 
and  be  ye  gathered  together,  all  ye  beasts  of  the  earth,  make 
haste  to  devour.  Many  pastors  have  thrown  down  my  vine, 
they  have  trampled  my  part  under  foot,  they  have  given  over 
my  portion  which  was  well  worthy  to  be  desii^  into  a 
desert  of  solitariness."  And  again  he  speaketh :  "  Thus 
saith  our  Lord  unto  this  people,  which  have  loved  to  move 
their  f^t,  and  not  rested,  nor  yet  pleased  our  Lord  ;  now 
shall  he  remember  their  iniquities  and  visit  their  offences. 
Prophets  say  unto  them,  Te  shall  not  see  the  sword,  and 
there  shall  be  no  famine  among  you,  but  our  Lord  shall  give 
true  peace  unto  you  in  this  place.  And  our  Lord  hath  said 
unto  me,  The  prophets  do  falsely  foretell  in  my  name ;  I  have 
not  sent  them,  nor  laid  my  commandment  on  them ;  they 
prophesy  unto  you  a  lying  vision,  and  divination  together 
with  deceitfulness,  and  the  seducement  of.  their  own  hearts. 
And  therefore  thus  saith  our  Lord :  In  sword  and  famine 
shall  those  prophets  be  consumed  ;  and  the  people  to  whom 
they  have  prophesied  shall  by  means  of  the  famine  and  sword 
be  cast  out  into  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  andjttere  shall  be 
none  to  bury  them." 

§  82.  And  moreover :  "  Woe  be  to  the  pastors  who  de- 
■troy  and  rend  in  pieces  the  flock  of  my  pasture,  saith  our 
Lord.    Thus,  tber^ore,  saitb  oar  Lord  Crod  of  Ismel,  unto 
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the  pastors  who  guide  my  people,  Ye  have  dispersed  my 
flock,  and  cast  them  forth,  and  not  visited  them.  Behold  I 
will  visit  upon  jon  the  malice  of  jour  endeavours,  saith  our 
Lord.  For  the  prophet  and  the  priest  are  both  defiled,  and 
in  my  house  have  I  found  their  evil,  saith  our  LoM,  and 
therefbre  shall  their  way  be  as  a  slippery  place  in  the  dark, 
for  they  shall  be  thrust  forward,  and  fail  down  together 
therein,  for  I  will  bring  evils  upon  them,  the  year  of  their 
visitation,  saith  our  Lord.  And  in  the  prophets  of  Samaria 
I  have  seen  foolishness,  and  they  did  prophesy  in  Baa],  and 
deceived  my  people  Israel,  and  in  the  prophets  of  Jerusalem, 
have  I  seen  the  like  resemblance,  adultery,  and  the  way  of 
lying,  and  they  have  comforted  the  hands  of  the  vilest  olTen- 
ders,  that  every  man  may  not  be  converted  from  his  malice : 
they  have  been  all  made  to  me  as  Sodom,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants thereof  as  those  of  Gomorrha.  Thus,  therefore,  saith 
our  Lord  to  the  prophets :  Behold,  I  will  give  them  wormwood 
for  their  food,  and  gall  for  their  drink.  For  there  hath  passed 
from  the  prophet  of  Jerusalem  pollution  over  the  whole  earth. 
Thus  saith  our  Lord  of  hosts.  Listen  not  to  the  words  of  pro- 
phets, who  prophesy  unto  you,  and  deceive  you,  for  they 
speak  the  vision  of  their  own  heart,  and  not  from  the  mouth 
of  our  Lord.  For  they  say  unto  those  who  blaspheme  me, 
Our  Lord  hath  spoken,  peace  shall  be  unto  you ;  and  to  ail 
that  walk  in  the  wickedness  of  their  own  hearts,  they  have 
said,  evil  shaU  not  fall  upon  them.  For  who  was  present  in 
the  counsel  of  our  Lord,  and  hath  seen  and  heard  his  speech, 
who  hath  considered  of  his  word,  and  hearkened  thareunto  ? 
Behold,  the  whirlwind  of  the  indignation  of  our  Lord 
passeth  out,  and  a  tempest  breaking  forth,  shall  fall  upon  the 
heads  of  the  wicked ;  the  fury  of  our  Lord  shall  not  return, 
until  the  time  that  he  worketh,  and  until  he  fulfiUeth  the 
cogitation  of  his  heart.  In  the  last  days  of  all  shall  ye  un- 
derstand his  counsel." 

§  83.  And  little  also  do  ye  conceive  and  put  in  execu- 
tion that  which  the  holy  prophet  Joel  hath  likewise  spoken 
in  admonislShent  of  slothful  priests,  and  lamentation  of 
the  people's  suffering  for  their  iniquities,  saying :  ^*  Awake, 
ye  who  are  drunk,  from  your  wine,  and  weep  and  bewail  ye 
all,  who  have  drunk  wine  even  to  drunkenness,  because  joy 
and  dolight  are  taken  away  from  your  mouths.    Mourn,  ye 
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priests,  who  serre  the  altar,  because  the  fields  have  been 
made  miserable.  Let  the  earth  mourn,  because  com  hath 
become  miserable,  and  wine  been  dried  up^  oil  diminished, 
and  husbandmen  withered  away.  Lament  je  possessions,  in 
regard  of  wheat  and  barley,  because  the  vintage  hath  per* 
ished  out  of  the  field,  the  vine  withered  up^  the  figs  dimin- 
ished ;  the  pomegranates,  and  palm,  and  apple,  and  all  trees 
of  the  field  are  withered  away,  in  respect  that  the  children 
of  men  haye  confounded  their  joy."  All  which  things  are 
spiritually  to  be  understood  by  you,  that  your  souls  may  not 
wither  away  with  so  pestilent  a  famine,  for  want  of  the  word 
of  Grod.  And  again,  *^  Weep  out  ye  priests,  who  serve  our 
Lord,  saying.  Spare,  O  Lord,  thy  people,  and  give  not  over 
thine  inheritance  unto  reproach,  and  let  not  nations  hold 
dominion  over  them,  that  Grentiles  may  not  say,  Where  is 
their  Gk>d?''  And  yet  ye  yield  not  your  ears  unto  these 
sayings,  but  admit  of  all  matters  by  which  the  indignation 
of  God's  fury  is  more  vehemently  inflamed. 

§  84.  With  diligence  also  attend  ye  what  holy  Hosea  the 
prophet  hath  spoken  unto  priests  of  your  behaviour.  <<  Hear 
these  words,  O  ye  priests,  and  let  the  house  of  Israel,  toge« 
ther  with  the  lun^s  house,  mark  them;  fasten  ye  them  in 
your  ears,  for  unto  you  pertaineth  judgment,  because  ye  are 
made  an  entangling  snare  to  the  espying  watch,  and  as  a  net 
stretched  over  the  toils  which  the  followers  of  hunting  have 
framed." 

§  85.  To  you  also  may  this  kind  of  alienation  from  our 
Lord  be  meant  by  the  prophet  Amos,  saying,  "  I  have  hated 
and  rejected  your  festival  days,  and  I  will  not  receive  the 
savour  in  your  solemn  assemblies,  because  albeit  ye  ofier 
your  burnt  sacrifices  and  hosts,  I  will  not  accept  them,  and 
I  will  not  cast  mine  eye  on  thejvows  of  your  declaration. 
Take  away  from  me  the  sound  of  your  songs,  and  the  psalm 
of  your  organs  I  will  not  hear."  For  the  famine  of  the 
evangelical  meat  consuming,  in  your  abundance  of  victuals, 
the  very  boweb  of  your  souls,  rageth  violently  within  you, 
according  as  the  aforesaid  prophet  hath  foretold,  saying, 
^BcJioldy  the  days  shall  come;,  saith  our  Lord,  and  I  will 
■end  oat  a  fSunine  upon  the  earth ;  not  the  famine  of  bread, 
nor  the  thirat  of  water,  but  a  famine  in  hearing  the  word 
of  Qodp  and  the  waters  shall  be  moved  from  sei^  to  aetb 
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and  they  shall  run  over  from  the  north  even  unto  the  east, 
aeeking  the  word  of  our  Lord,  and  shall  not  find  it." 

§  86.  Let  holj  Micah  also  pierce  your  ears,  who  like  a 
heavenly  trumpet  soundeth  loudly  forth  against  the  deceit- 
ful  princes  of  the  people^  saying,  **  Hearken  now  ye  princes 
of  the  house  of  Jacoh^  Is  it  not  for  you  to  know  judgment, 
who  hate  goodness,  and  seek  after  mischief,  who  pluck  their 
skins  from  off  men,  and  their  flesh  from  their  bones  ?  Even 
as  they  have  eaten  the  flesh  of  my  people,  and  flayed  their 
skins  from  them,  broken  their  bones  to  pieces,  and  hewed 
them  smaU  as  meat  to  the  pot,  they  shall  ciy  to  Grod,  and  he 
will  not  hear  them,  and  in  that  season  turn  his  face  away 
from  them,  even  as  they  before  have  wickedly  behaved  them- 
selves in  their  inventions.  Thus  speaketh  our  Lord  of  the 
prophets  who  seduce  my  people,  who  bite  with  their  teeth, 
and  preach  against  them  peace,  and  if  a  man  giveth  nothing 
to  stop  their  mouths,  they  raise  and  sanctify  a  war  upon 
him.  Night  shall  therefore  be  unto  you  in  place  of  a 
vision,  and  darkness  unto  you  in  lieu  of  divination,  and 
the  sun  shall  set  upon  your  prophets,  and  the  day  shall 
wax  dark  upon  them,  and  seeing  dreams  they  shall  be 
confounded,  and  the  diviners  shall  be  derided,  and  they 
shdl  speak  ill  against  all  men,  because  there  shall  not  be  any 
one  that  will  hear  them,  but  that  I  myself  shall  do  mine  ut- 
termost and  strongest  endeavour  in  the  spirit  of  our  Lord,  in 
judgment  and  in  power,  that  I  may  declare  unto  the  house 
of  Jacob  their  impieties,  and  to  Israel  their  offences.  Heark- 
en, therefore,  unto  these  words,  ye  captains  of  the  house  of 
Jacobs  and  ye  remnants  of  the  house  of  Israel,  who  abhor 
judgment^  and  overthrow  all  righteousness,  who  build  up 
Sion  in  blood,  and  Jerusalem  in  iniquities :  her  rulers  did 
judge  for  rewards,  and  her  priests  answered  for  hire,  and 
her  prophets  did  for  money  divine,  and  rested  on  our  Lord, 
saying,  And  is  not  the  Lord  among  us  ?  Evils  shall  not  fall 
upon  us.  For  your  cause,  therefore,  shall  Sion  be  ploughed 
up  as  a  field,  and  Jerusalem  as  the  watch-house  of  a  garden, 
and  the  mountain  of  the  house  as  the  place  of  a  woody  wil- 
derness." And  after  some  words  ensuing:  *'  Woe  is  me  for 
that  I  am  become  as  he  that  gathereth  stubble  in  the  harvest, 
and  a  cluster  of  grapes  in  ike  vintage,  when  the  principal 
braiich  is  not  left  to  be  eaten.    Woe  is  me  that  a  mhU  balb 
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perished  through  earthlj  actions,  the  reverence  of  sannert 
ariseth  even  wiSi  reyerence  firom  the  earth,  and  he  appeaieth 
not  that  shall  use  correction  among  men.  All  contend 
in  judgment  for  blood,  and  every  one  with  tribulation 
afilicteth  his  neighbour,  for  mischief  he  prepareth  his 
hands. 

§  87.  Listen  jq  likewise  how  the  famous  prophet  Zepha- 
V  niah  debated  also  in  times  past,  concerning  your  revellers 
(for  he  spake  of  Jerusalem,  which  is  spiritually  to  be  under- 
stood the  church  or  the  soul),  saying,  *^  O  the  city  that  was 
beautiful  and  set  at  liberty,  the  confiding  dove  hath  not 
hearkened  to  the  voice,  nor  yet  entertained  discipline,  she 
hath  not  trusted  in  our  Lord,  and  to  her  Grod  she  hath  not 
approached."  And  he  showeth  the  reason  why,  '^  Her  prin- 
ces have  been  like  unto  roaring  lions,  her  judges  as  wolves  of 
Arabia  did  not  leave  towards  the  morning,  her  prophets 
carrying  the  spirit  of  a  contemptuous  despising  man ;  her 
priests  did  pro&ne  what  was  holy,  and  dealt  wickedly  in  the 
law,  but  our  Lord  is  upright  in  the  midst  of  his  people,  and 
in  the  morning  he  will  not  do  injustice,  in  the  morning  will 
he  give  his  judgment.** 

§  88.  But  hear  ye  also  blessed  Zachaiiah  the  prophet,  in  the 
word  of  God,  admonishing  you :  '^  For  thus  saith  our 
Almighty  Lord,  Judge  ye  righteous  judgment,  and  work  ye 
every  one  towards  his  brother  mercy  and  pity,  and  hurt  ye 
not  through  your  power  the  widow,  or  orphan,  or  stranger, 
or  poor  man,  and  let  not  any  man  remember  in  his  heart  the 
malice  of  his  brother  ;  and  they  have  been  stubborn  not  to 
observe  these,  and  have  yielded  their  backs  to  foolishness,  and 
made  heavy  their  ears  that  they  might  not  hearken,  and  framed 
their  hearts  not  to  be  persuaded  that  they  might  not  listen  to 
my  law  and  words,  which  our  Almighty  Lord  hath  sent  in  his 
Spirit,  through  the  hands  of  his  former  prophets,  and  mighty 
wrath  hath  been  raised  by  our  Almighty  Lord."  And  again ; 
^  Because  they  who  have  spoken,  have  spoken  molestations, 
and  diviners  have  uttered  false  visions  and  deceitful  dreamfl^ 
and  given  vain  consolations  ;  in  respect  hereof  they  are  made 
ms  d^  as  sheep,  and  are  afflicted  because  no  health  was  to  be 
found ;  my  wrath  is  heaped  upon  the  shepherds,  and  upon 
the  lambs  will  I  visit"  And  within  a  few  words  after : 
^  The  voice  of  lamenting  pastors,  because  their  greatness  is 
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become  miserable.  The  voice  of  roaring  lions,  because  tbe 
fidl  of  Jordan  is  become  miserable :  thus  saith  our  Almighty 
Lord :  They  who  possessed  have  murdered,  and  yet  hath  it 
not  repented  them,  and  they  who  sold  them,  have  said.  Our 
Lord  is  blessed  and  we  have  been  enriched,  and  their  pastors 
have  suffered  nothing  concerning  them.  For  which  I  will 
now  bear  no  sparing  hand  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  earthy 
■aith  our  Lord.** 

§  89.  Hear  ye  moreover  what  the  holy  prophet  Malachi 
denounceth  unto  you,  saying  :  "  Te  priests  who  despise  my 
name,  and  have  said  :  Wherein  do  we  despise  thy  name  ?  in 
offering  on  mine  altar  polluted  bread :  and  ye  have  said. 
Wherein  have  we  polluted  it  ?  In  that  ye  have  said :  The 
table  of  our  Lord  is  as  nothing,  and  have  despised  such  things 
as  have  been  placed  thereon ;  because  if  ye  bring  what  is 
blind  for  an  offering,  is  it  not  evil  ?  If  ye  set  and  apply  what  is 
lame  or  languishing,  is  it  not  evil  ?  Offer  therefore  the  same 
unto  thy  governor,  if  he  will  receive  it,  if  he  will  accept  of 
thy  person,  saith  our  Almighty  Lord.  And  now  do  ye 
humbly  pray  before  the  countenance  of  your  God,  and 
earnestly  beseech  him  (for  in  your  hands  have  these  things 
been  committed)  if  happily  he  will  accept  of  your  persons.** 
And  again  :  ''  And  out  of  your  ravenous  theft  ye  have 
brought' in  the  lame  and  languishing,  and  brought  it  in  as  an 
offering.  Shall  I  receive  the  same  at  your  handfl,  saith  our 
Lord  ?  Accursed  is  the  deceitful  man  who  hath  in  his  flock 
one  of  the  male  kind,  and  yet  making  his  vow  offereth  the 
feeble  unto  our  Lord,  because  I  am  a  mighty  king,  saith  our 
Lord  of  hosts,  and  my  name  is  terrible  among  the  Grentiles. 
And  now  unto  you  appertaineth  this  commandment^  O  je 
priests,  if  ye  will  not  hear,  and  resolve  in  your  hearts  to  yield 
glory  unto  my  name,  saith  our  Lord  of  hosts,  I  will  send 
upon  you  poverty,  and  accurse  your  blessings,  because  ye 
have  not  settled  these  things  on  your  hearts.  Behold  I  will 
stretch  out  my  arm  over  ye,  and  disperse  upon  your  counte- 
nances the  dung  of  your  solenmities.''  But  that  ye  may 
in  the  meantime,  with  more  zeal  prepare  your  organs  and 
instruments  of  mischief^  to  be  converted  into  goodness, 
hearken  ye  (if  there  remain  ever  so  little  disposition  to  listen 
in  your  hearts)  what  he  speaketh  of  a  holy  priest,  sayinj?  • 
*  My  Gcvenant  of  life  and  peace  was  with  him  (for  bistori* 
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callj  he  did  speak  of  Levi  and  Moses)  :  I  g&ye  fear  unto  him^ 
and  he  was  timorous  of  me,  he  dreaded  before  the  countenance 
of  mj  name ;  the  Uiw  of  truth  was  in  his  mouth,  and  iniquilj 
was  not  found  in  his  lips ;  he  walked  with  me  in  peace 
and  equity,  and  turned  manj  away  from  unrighteous- 
ness.  For  the  lips  of  the  priest  shaU  keep  knowledge,  and 
from  out  of  his  mouth  they  shall  require  the  law,  because  he 
is  the  Angel  of  our  Lord  of  hosts."  And  now  again  he 
changeth  his  style,  and  eeaseth  not  to  rebuke  and  reprove 
the  unrighteous,  saying  2  "  Ye  have  departed  from  the  way, 
and  scandalized  many  in  the  law,  and  made  void  my  cove- 
nant with  Levi,  saith  our  Lord  of  hosts.  Li  regard  whereof 
I  have  also  given  you  over  as  contemptible  and  abject  among 
my  people,  according  as  ye  have  not  observed  my  ways,  and 
accepted  countenance  of  men  in  the  law.  What,  is  there 
not  one  Father  of  us  all  ?  What,  hath  not  one  G^  created 
us  ?  Why  therefore  doth  every  one  despise  his  brother  ?" 
And  again,  **  Behold  our  Lord  of  hosts  will  come,  and  who 
can  conceive  the  day  of  his  coming,  and  who  shall  endure  to 
stand  to  behold  him  ?  For  he  shaU  pass  forth  as  a  burning 
fire,  and  as  the  fuller's  herb^  and  shall  sit  melting  and  trying 
silver,  and  ye  shall  purge  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  cleanse  them 
as  gold  and  as  silver."  And  somewhat  afterwards  :  "  Your 
words  have  grown  strong  against  me,  saith  our  Lord,  and  ye 
have  spoken  thus  :  He  is  vain  who  serveth  God,  and  what 
profit  because  we  have  kept  his  commandments,  and  walked 
sorrowfully  before  our  Lord  of  hosts.  We  shall  therefore 
now  call  the  arrogant  blessed,  for  because  they  are  erected  and 
builded  up,  while  they  work  iniquity,  they  have  tempted 
God,  and  are  made  safe." 

§  90.  But  hearye  also  what  Ezechiel  the  prophet  ha^ 
spoken,  saying,  **  Woe  upon  woe  shall  come,  and  messenger 
upon  messenger  shall  be,  and  the  vision  shall  be  sought  for 
of  the  prophet,  and  the  law  shall  perish  from  the  priests,  and 
counsel  fh>m  the  elders."  And  again  :  '*  Thus  saith  our 
Lord :  Li  respect  that  your  speeches  are  lying,  and  your 
divinations  vain.  For  this  cause,  behold,  I  will  come  unto 
you,  saith  our  Lord ;  I  will  stretch  out  my  hand  on  your 
prophets,  who  see  lies,  and  them  who  speak  vain  things ;  in 
the  discipline  of  my  people  they  shall  not  be,  and  in  the 
Scripture  of  the  bouse  of  Israel,  they  shiiU  not  be  writfeiit 
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and  into  the  land  of  Israel  they  shall  not  enter,  and  ye  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  because  they  have  seduced  my 
people,  saying,  The  peace  of  our  Lord,  and  there  is  not  the 
peace  of  our  Lord.  Here  have  they  built  the  wall ;  and  they 
anointed  it,  and  it  shall  fall."  And  within  some  words  after- 
wards :  **  Woe  be  unto  these  who  fashion  pillows,  apt  for 
every  elbow  of  the  hand,  and  make  veils  upon  every  head 
of  aU  ages  to  the  subversion  of  souls,  and  the  souls  of  my 
people  are  subvei*ted,  and  they  possess  their  souls,  and  con- 
taminated me  unto  my  people  for  a  handful  of  barley,  and  a 
piece  of  bread  to  the  slaughter  of  the  souls,  whom  it  be- 
hoved not  to  die,  and  to  the  delivery  of  the  souls,  that  were 
not  fit  to  live,  while  ye  talk  unto  my  people  that  listeneth 
after  vain  speeches."  And  afterwards :  "  Say,  thou  son  of 
man,  thou  art  earth  which  is  not  watered  with  rain,  neither 
yet  hath  rain  fallen  upon  thee  in  the  day  of  wrath,  in  which 
thy  princes  were  in  the  midst  of  thee  as  roaring  lions,  raven- 
ing on  their  prey,  devouring  souls  in  their  potent  might,  and 
receiving  rewards,  and  thy  widows  were  multiplied  in  the 
midst  of  thee,  and  her  priests  have  despised  my  law,  and 
defiled  my  holy  things.  Between  holy  and  polluted,  they  did 
not  distinguish,  and  divided  not  equaUy  between  the  unclean 
and  clean,  and  from  my  sabbaths  they  veiled  their  eyes,  and 
in  the  midst  of  them  they  defiled." 

§  91.  And  again:  ^' And  I  sought  among  them  a  man  of 
upright  conversation,  and  one  who  should  altogether  stand 
before  my  face,  to  prevent  the  times  that  might  fall  upon  the 
earth,  that  I  should  not  in  the  end  utterly  destroy  it,  and  I 
found  him  not.  And  I  poured  out  upon  it,  the  whole  design 
of  my  mind,  in  the  fire  of  my  wrath  for  the  consuming  of 
them :  I  repaid  their  ways  on  their  heads,  saith  our  Lord." 
And  somewhat  after:  ''And  the  word  of  our  Lord  was 
spoken  unto  me,  saying :  O  son  of  man,  speak  to  the  children 
of  my  people,  and  ti^ey  shalt  say  unto  them:  The  land 
whereupon  I  shall  bring  my  sword,  and  the  people  of  the 
land  shall  take  some  one  man  among  them,  and  ordain  him 
to  be  a  watchman  over  them,  and  he  shall  espy  the  sword 
coming  upon  the  land,  and  sound  with  his  trumpet^  and 
signify  unto  the  people,  whoso  truly  shall  then  hear  the 
sound  of  the  tnunpet,  and  yet  hearing  shall  not  beware: 
mid  the  sword  shall  come  and  catch  him,  his  blood  shall  light 
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upon  Ills  own  head,  because  when  he  heard  the  sound  of  thu 
trumpet,  he  was  not  watchful,  his  blood  shall  be  upon  him, 
and  this  man,  for  that  he  hath  preserved  his  own  soul,  hath 
delivered  himself.  But  the  watchman  if  he  shall  see  the 
sword  coming,  and  not  give  notice  with  his  trumpet,  and  the 
people  shall  not  be  aware,  and  the  sword  coming  shall  take 
away  a  soul  from  among  them,  both  the  soul  itsc^  is  caught 
a  captive  for  her  iniquities,  and  I  will  also  require  her  blood 
at  the  hand  of  the  watchman.  And  thou,  O  son  of  man,  I 
have  appointed  thee  a  watchman  over  the  house  of  Israel, 
and  if  thou  shalt  hear  the  word  from  out  of  my  mouth, 
when  I  shall  say  to  a  sinner,  Thou  shalt  die  the  death,  and 
yet  wilt  not  speak  whereby  the  wicked  may  return  from  his 
way :  both  the  unjust  himself  shall  die  in  his  iniquity,  and 
truly  I  will  require  his  blood  also  at  thy  hands.  But  if 
thou  shalt  forewarn  the  wicked  of  hid  way,  that  he  may 
avoid  the  same,  and  he  nevertheless  will  not  withdraw 
himself  from  his  course,  this  man  shall  die  in  his  impiety, 
and  thou  hast  preserved  thine  own  soul.** 

§  92.  And  so  let  these  few  among  a  multitude  of 
prophetical  testimonies  suffice,  by  which  the  pride  or  sloth 
of  our  stubborn  priests  may  be  repelled,  to  the  end  they 
may  not  suppose  that  we  act  rather  of  our  own  invention, 
but  by  the  authority  of  the  laws,  and  saints,  denounce  such 
threats  against  them.  And  now  let  us  also  behold  what  the 
trumpet  of  the  gospel,  sounding  to  the  whole  world,  speaketh 
likewise  to  disordered  priests;  for  as  we  have  often  said, 
this  our  discourse  tendeth  not  to  treat  of  them,  who  obtain 
lawfully  the  apostolical  seat,  and  such  as  rightly  and 
skilfully  understand  how  to  dispose  of  their  spiritual  food 
(in  time  convenient)  unto  their  fellow  servants,  if  yet  at  this 
time  there  remain  any  great  number  of  these  in  this  our 
country;  but  we  only  talk  of  ignorant  and  unexpert  shepherds, 
who  leave  their  flock,  and  feed  on  vain  matters,  and  have 
not  the  words  of  a  learned  pastor.  And  therefore  it  is  an 
evident  token  that  he  is  not  a  lawful  pastor,  yea  not  an 
ordinary  Christian,  who  rejecteth  and  denieth  th^  sayings, 
V  liich  are  not  so  much  ours  (who  of  ourselves  are  very  little 
Wi^rth),  as  the  decrees  of  the  Old  and  New  Testam^it,  even 
as  ouc  of  ours  right  well  doth  say,  ^  We  do  exceedingly 
desire  tliat  the  enemies  of  the  church  ahould  also^  without 
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anj  maimer  of  truce  be  our  adversaiies:  and  that  the 
fncncU  and  defenders  thereof  should  not  onlj  be  accounted 
our  confederates,  but  also  our  fathers  and  governors."  For 
let  every  one,  with  true  examination,  call  his  own  conscience 
unto  account,  and  so  shall  he  easily  find,  whether  according 
to  true  reason  he  possesseth  his  priestly  chair  or  no.  Let  us 
see,  I  say,  what  the  Saviour  and  Creator  of  the  world  hath 
spoken.  *'  Ye  are,"  saith  he,  "  the  salt  of  the  earth ;  if  that 
the  salt  vanisheth  away,  wherein  shall  it  be  salted?  it 
prevaileth  to  no  purpose  any  farther,  but  that  it  be  cast  out 
of  doors,  and  trampled  under  the  feet  of  men." 

§  93.  This  only  testimony  might  abundantly  suffice  to 
confute  all  such  as  are  impudent ;  but  that  it  may  be  yet,  by 
the  words  of  Christ,  more  evidently  proved  with  what 
intolerable  bonds  of  crimes  these  &lse  priests  entangle  and 
oppress  themselves,  some  other    sayings    are   also  to  bo 
adjoined ;  for  it  followeth :  **  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world. 
A  city  placed  on  a  mountain  cannot  be  hid :  neither  do  they 
light  a  candle^  and  put  it  under  a  bushel,  but  upon  a 
candlestick,  that  it  may  shine  unto  all  who  are  in  the  house." 
What  priest  therefore  of  this  fashion  and  time,  who  is  so 
possessed  witb  the  blindness  of  ignorance,  doth,  as  the  light 
of  a  most  bright  candle,  shine  with  the  lamp  of  learning  and 
good  works,  in  any  house,  to  all  that  sit  in  the  darksome 
night?    What  one  is  so  accounted  a  safe  public  and  con^ 
spicuous  refuge^  to  all  ^e  children  universally  of  the  church,  i 
that  he  may  be  to  his  countrymen  a  defensible  and  strong ' 
city,  situated  on  the  top  of  a  high  mountain  ?    Moreover,  \ 
wluch  one  of  them  can  accomplish  one  day  together,  that . 
which  followeth :  **  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  i 
they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  ! 
is  in  heaven:"  since  rather  a  certain  most  obscure  cloud  of' 
theirs,  .and  the  black  night  of  offences,  hang  over  the  island, 
in  such  a  manner,  that  ihey  all  turn  almost  away  from  the 
righteous  course,  and  make  ^em  to  wander  astray  through 
impassable  and  cumbersome  paths  of  wickedness,  and  so 
their  heavenly  Father  is  not  only  by  their  works  not  magni- 
fied,  but  also  by  the  same  intolerably  blasphemed.     These 
testimonies  of  holy  scripture,  which  are  either  already  cited, 
«r  hereafter  to  be  intennixed  in  this  epistle^  I  would  gladly 
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^  wish  to  interpret  in  some  historical  or  moral  sense,  as  for  as 
my  meanness  would  allow. 

§"94.  But  for  fopr  lest  this  our  little  work  should  be 
immeasurably  tedi^  unto  those  who  despise,  loathe,  and 
disdain,  not  so  much  our  speeches  as  God's  sayings,  I  have 
already  alleged,  and  mean  hereafter  to  affirm  these  sentences 
plainly  without  any  circumstanoe.^  And  to  proceed,  within 
a  few  words  after :  **  For  whoever  shall  break  one  of  the 
least  of  these  commandments,  and  so  instruct  men,  shall  be 
called  the  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  And  again: 
^' Judge  ye  not  that  ye  may  not  be  judged;  for  in  what 
judgment  ye  shall  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged."  And  which 
one,  I  pray  you,  of  your  company  will  regard  this  same  that 
foUoweth :  **  But  why  dost  thou  see,"  sai^  he^  **  the  mote  in 
thy  brother's  eye,  and  considerest  not  the  beam  in  thine  own 
eye  ?  or  how  dost  thou  say  to  thy  brother,  suffer  me  to  cast 
the  mote  out  of  thine  eye^  and  behold  the  beam  remaineth 
still  in  thine  own  eye  ?"  Or  this  which  follows :  ^  Do  not 
give  what  is  holy  to  dogs,  neither  yet  shall  ye  cast  your 
pearls  before  swine,  lest  perchance  &ey  tread  them  under 
^ .  their  feet,  and  turn  again  and  rend  you,"  which  hath  often 

A'  befallen  you.    And,  admonishing  the  people^  that  they  should 

"J^  ^  not  by  deceitful  doctors,  such  as  ye,  be  seduced,  he  saith : 
"  Keep  yourselves  carefully  from  false  prophets,  who  come 
unto  you  in  sheep's  clothing,  but  inwardly  are  ravenous 
wolves :  by  their  fruit  shall  ye  know  theuL  Do  men  gather 
grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thbtles  ?  So  every  good  tree 
beareth  good  fruit,  and  the  evil,  evil  fruit."  And  somewhat 
afterward :  *'  Not  every  one  who  saith  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord, 
shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  whoso  doeth  the 
will  of  my  Father  that  is  in  heaven,  he  shall  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven." 

§  95.  And  what  shall  then  become  of  you,  who^  as  the 
prophet  hath  said,  believe  God  only  with  your  lips,  and  do 
not  adhere  to  him  with  your  hearts  ?  And  how  do  ye  fulfil 
that  which  followeth:  ^'Behold  I  send  you  forth  as  sheep  in 
the  midst  of  wolves  ?"  Whereas  you  act  quite  contrariwise^ 
and  proceed  as  wolves  against  a  flock  of  sheep :  or  the  other 
following  sentence :  ^*  Be  ye  wise  as  serpents  and  simple  as 
doves?"  since  ye  are  onlv  wise  to  bite  others  with  your 
deadly  mouths^  and  not,  with  the  interpcsition  of  your  whole 
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body,  to  defend  jour  head,  which  is  Christ,  whom  with  all 
the  endeayoors  of  your  evil  actions  you  tread  under  foot; 
neither  yet  have  ye  the  simplicity  of  doves,  bat  the 
resemblance  rather  of  the  black  crow,  which  taking  her 
flight  out  of  the  ark,  that  is,  the  church  of  Grod,  and  finding 
the  carrion  of  earthly  pleasures,  did  never  with  a  pure 
return  back  thither  again.  But  let  us  look  on  the  rest  . 
"  Fear  not,"  saith  he^  *'  them  who  kill  the  body,  but  are  not ' 
able  to  slay  the  soul;  but  fear  him  who  can  overthrow  both' 
soul  and  body  in  hdL"  Revolve  in  your  minds  which  of 
these  ye  have  performed?  And  what  one  of  you  is  not  " 
wounded  in  the  very  secrets  of  his  heart,  by  this  testimony 
following,  which  our  Saviour  uttereth  unto  his  apostles,  of 
evil  prelates,  saying,  **  Do  ye  suffer  them,  the  blind  leaders 
of  the  blind,  but  if  the  blind  be  a  guide  to  the  blind,  both 
shall  fall  into  the  ditch?"  But  the  people  doubtless  whom 
ye  have  governed,  or  rather  beguiled,  have  just  occasion  to 
listen  hereunto. 

§  96.  Mark  ye  also  the  words  of  our  Lord  speaking  onto 
his  apostles,  and  to  the  people,  which  words  likewise  (as  I 
hear)  ye  yourselves  are  not  ashamed  to  pr«iiiounce  offc^  in 
public :  **  Upon  the  chair  of  Moses  have*  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees  sat,  observe  ye  therefore  and  accomplish  all  that 
they  shall  speak  unto  you,  but  do  not  according  to  their 
works.  For  they  only  speak,  but  of  themselves  do  nothing." 
It  is  truly  to  priests  a  dangerous  and  superfluous  doctrine, 
which  is  overclouded  with  sinful  actions.  *^Woe  be  unto 
you,  hypocrites,  who  shut  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  before 
men,  and  neither  yourselves  enter  in,  nor  yet  suffer  those 
that  would  to  enter  in."  For  ye  shall  with  horrible  pains  be 
tormented,  not  only  in  respect  of  your  great  offences,  which 
ye  heap  up  for  punishment  in  the  world  to  come,  but  also  in 
regard  of  those  who  daily  parish  through  your  bad  example, 
whose  blood  in  the  day  of  judgment  shall  be  required  at 
your  hands. 

Yield  ye  also  diligent  attention  unto  the  misery,  which  the 
parable  setteth  before  your  eyes,  that  is  spoken  of  the  ser« 
vant,  who  saith  in  his  hearty  '*  My  Lord  delayeth  his  com** 
ing,"  and  upon  this  occasion,  perchance,  ''hath  begun  to 
Btnke  his  fellow  servants,  eating  and  drinking  with  dru^ards* 
The  Lord  ctf  the  same  servant^  Uierefore^  sai^  he^  will  come  oa 
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a  day  when  be  doth  not  expect  him,  and  in  an  hour  wherec^ 
he  is  ignorant,  and  will  divide  him,  awaj  from  his  holy 
priests,  and  will  place  his  portion  with  the  hypocrites  (that 
is,  with  them  who  under  the  pretence  of  pries^iood  do  con- 
ceal much  iniquity),  affirming  that  there  shall  be  weeping 
and  gnashing  of  teeth ;''  such  as  they  have  not  experienced 
in  tins  present  life,  either  for  the  daUy  ruin  of  the  children 
of  our  holy  mother  church,  or  for  the  desire  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 

§  97.  But  let  us  see  what  Paul,  the  true  scholar  of  Christ, 
and  master  of  the  Grentiles,  who  is  a  mint>r  of  every  ecclesi* 
astical  doctor,  "  Even  as  I  am  the  disciple  of  Christ,"  speak- 
eth  about  a  work  of  such  importance  in  his  first  epistle  on 
this  wise :  "  Because  when  they  have  known  Grod,  they  have 
not  magnified  him  as  God,  or  given  thanks  unto  him ;  but 
vanished  in  their  own  cogitations,  and  their  foolish  heart  is 
blinded ;  affirming  themselves  to  be  wise,  they  are  made  fools." 
Although  this  seemeth  to  be  spoken  unto  the  Gentiles,  look  into 
it  notwithstanding,  because  it  may  conveniently  be  applied  to 
the  priests  and  people  of  this  age.  And  after  a  few  words, 
**  Wbo  have  changed,"  saith  he,  ^'the  truth  of  Grod  into  lying, 
and  have  reverenced  and  served  the  creature  rather  than  the 
Creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever ;  therefore  hath  God  given 
them  over  unto  passions  of  ignominy."  And  again,  **  And 
even  as  they  have  not  approved  themselves  to  have  God  in 
their  knowledge,  so  God  hath  yielded  them  up  to  a  reprobate 
sense,  that  they  may  do  such  things  as  are  not  convenient, 
being  replenished  with  all  iniquity,  malice,  undeanness  of 
life,  fornication,  covetousness,  naughtiness,  full  of  envy, 
murder  (Le.  of  the  souls  of  the  people),  contention,  deceit, 
wickedness,  backbiters,  detractors,  hateful  to  God,  spiteful, 
proud,  pufibd  up,  devisers  of  mischief,  disobedient  to  their 
parents,  senseless,  disordered,  without  mercy,  without  affec- 
tion, who,  when  they  had  known  the  justice  of  God,  under- 
stood not  that  they  who  commit  such  things,  are  worthy  of 
death." 

§  98.  And  now  what  one  of  the  aforesaid  sort  hath  indeed 
be^  void  of  all  these?  And  if  he  were,  yet  perhi^  ha 
may  be  caught  in  the  sense  of  the  ensuing  sentence,  wherein 
he  saith:  ^  Not  only  those  who  do  these  things,  but  those 
also  iHio  ooosent  unto  them,"  for  none  of  them  truly  art  firea 
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from  this  wickedness.  And  afterwards,  ''Bat  thou,  accord* 
ing  to  thj  hardness  and  impenitent  hearty  dost  laj  up  for 
thyself  wrath,  against  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revdation  of 
the  just  judgmoit  of  God,  who  will  yicdd  nnto  every  one 
according  nnto  his  works."  And  again,  ''For  there  is  no 
acceptation  of  persons  with  God.  For  whosoever  have 
offended  without  the  law,  shall  also  without  the  law  perish  | 
whosoever  have  offended  in  the  law,  shall  hy  the  law  be 
judged.  For  the  hearers  of  the  law  shall  not  with  God  be  r 
accounted  justy  but  the  doers  of  the  law  shidl  be  justified.**^ 
How  severe  a  sentence  shall  they  therefore  sustain,  who  not 
only  leave  undone  what  they  ought  to  accomplish,  and  for* 
bear  not  what  they  are  forbidden,  but  also  flee  away  from 
the  very  hearing  of  the  word  of  Grod,  as  from  a  serpent, 
though  lightly  sounding  in  their  ears. 

§  99.  But  let  us  pass  over  to  that  which  foUoweth  to  this 
effect:  "What  shall  we  therefore  say,  shall  we  continue 
still  in  sin  that  grace  may  abound  ?  Grod  forbid,  for  we  who 
are  dead  to  sin,  how  shall  we  again  live  in  the  same  ?"  And 
somewhat  afterwards,  "Who  shall  separate  us,*  saith  he, 
"  firom  the  love  of  Christ,  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  persecu- 
tion, or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  danger,  or  the  sword  ? " 
What  one,  I  pray  you,  of  all  yon,  shall  with  such  an 
affection  be  possessed  in  the  inward  secret  of  his  heart,  since 
ye  do  not  only  labour  for  achieving  of  piety,  but  also  endure 
many  things  for  the  working  of  impiety,  and  offending  of 
Christ?  Or  who  hath  respected  this  that  foUoweth?  "The 
night  hath  passed,  and  the  day  approached.  Let  us  there- 
fore cast  off  the  works  of  darkness,  and  put  on  the  armour 
of  light,  even  as  in  the  day :  let  us  honestly  walk,  not  in 
banqueting,  and  drunkenness,  not  in  couches,  and  wanton- 
ness, not  in  contention,  and  emulation ;  but  put  ye  on  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make  no  care  to  bestow  your  flesh  in 
concupiscences." 

§  100.  And  again,  in  the  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
he  saith:  "As  a  wise  workmaster  have  I  laid  the  foundation, 
another  buildeth  thereupon,  but  let  every  man  consider  how 
he  buildeth  thereon.  For  no  other  man  can  lay  any  other 
foundation  besides  that  which  is  laid,  even  Christ  Jesus. 
But  if  any  man  buildeth  upon  this,  gold,  and  silver,  precious 
stooes^  hay,  wood,  stubble,  every  one's  work  shall  be  mani^ 
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fest ;  for  the  day  of  our  Lord  shall  declare  the  same,  becausi 
it  shall  be  revealed  in  fire,  and  the  fire  shall  prove  what 
every  man*s  work  is.  J£  any  man's  work  shall  remain,  all 
by  the  fire  shall  be  a^udged.  Whoso  shall  build  thereupon, 
shall  receive  reward*  K  any  man's  work  shall  bum,  he 
shall  suffer  detriment  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple 
of  Grod,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dweUeth  in  you  ?  But 
if  any  man  violate  the  temple  of  Grod,  God  will  destroy 
him."  And  again^  ^*  If  any  man  seemeth  to  be  wise  among 
you  in  this  world,  let  him  be  made  a  fool  that  he  may  be* 
come  wise.  For  the  wisdom  of  this  world  is  foolishness  with 
God."  And  within  a  few  words  afterwards,  "  Your  glorying 
is  not  good.  Know  ye  not  that  a  little  leaven  corrupteth  the 
whole  mass  ?  Purge  ye,  therefore^  the  old  leaven  that  ye 
may  be  a  new  spriiSding."  How  shall  the  old  leaven,  which 
is  sin,  be  purged  away,  that  from  day  to  day  with  your  utter- 
most endeavours  is  increased?  And  yet  again,  ^'I  have 
written  unto  you  in  mine  epistle,  that  ye  be  not  inter- 
mingled with  fornicators,  not  truly  the  fornicators  of 
this  world,  or  the  avaricious,  ravenous,  or  idolatrous, 
otherwise  ye  ought  to  depart  out  of  this  world.  But 
now  have  1  written  unto  you,  that  ye  be  not  intermingled,  if 
any  one  is  named  a  brother,  and  be  a  fornicator,  or  avari- 
cious, or  an  idolater,  or  a  slanderer,  or  a  drunkard,  or  raven- 
ous, with  such  an  one  ye  should  not  so  much  as  eat"  But  a 
felon  condemneth  not  his  fellow  thief  for  stealing,  or  other 
open  robbery,  whom  he  rather  liketh,  defendeth,  and  loveth, 
as  a  companion  of  his  offence. 

§  101.  Also  in  his  second  epistle  unto  the  Corinthians; 
**  Having  therefore,"  saith  he,  **  this  administration,  according 
as  we  have  obtained  mercy,  let  us  not  fail,  but  let  us  cast 
away  the  secrets  of  shame,  not  walking  in  subtility,  nor  yet 
corrupting  the  word  of  Grod,"  Tthat  is,  by  evil  example  and 
flattery.)  And  in  that  which  foUoweth,  he  thus  discourseth 
of  wicked  teachers,  saying:  ''For  such  false  apostles  are 
deceitful  workmen,  transfiguring  themselves  into  &e  apostles 
of  Christ  And  no  wonder :  for  Satan  himself  tranafigureth 
himself  into  an  angel  of  light  It  is  not  much  therefore  if 
his  ministers  are  transfigured  as  ministers  of  justice,  whoae 
end  will  be  according  unto  their  works." 

%  102.  Hear  likewise  what  he  speaketh  unto  the  £pW 
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nans ;  and  conaider  if  ye  find  not  your  conadenceB  attainted 
aa  culpable  of  this  tlmt  follower?  where  he  denoonceth 
thna:  ''I  aay  and  testify  thia  in  our  Lord,  that  je  do  not  aa 
now  walk  like  the  Gentiles  ia  the  Tanitj  of  their  own  sense, 
having  their  understanding  obscured  with  darkness,  alienated 
from  tiie  way  of  Grod,  through  ignorance,  which  remaineth 
in  them  in  regard  of  the  blindness  of  their  heart,  who 
despairing,  have  yielded  themselyes  oyer  to  undeanness  of 
life,  for.  the  working  of  all  filthiness  and  ayarice.''  And 
which  c^  ye  hath  willingly  fulfilled  that  which  next  ensueth  ? 
**  Therefore  be  ye  not  made  unwise,  but  understanding  what 
is  the  will  of  Grod,  and  be  ye  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein 
there  is  riotousnessi  but  be  ye  fulfilled  with  the  Holy 
Ghosf 

§  103.  Or  that  which  he  saith  to  the  Thesaalonians. 
**  For  neither  have  we  been  with  you  at  any  time  in  the 
speech  of  flattery,  as  yourselyes  do  know;  neither  upon 
occasion  of  ayarice^  neither  seeking  to  be  glorified  by  men, 
neither  by  you,  nor  any  others,  when  we  might  be  honoured, 
as  other  apostles  of  Christ.  But  we  haye  been  made  as 
little  ones  in  the  midst  of  you;  or  even  as  the  nurse 
cherisheth  her  small  tender  <^dren,  so  desiring  you,  we 
would  yery  gladly  deliyer  unto  you,  not  only  the  gospel,  but 
also  our  yery  liyes."  K  in  all  things  ye  retained  this 
affection  of  the  apostie,  then  might  ye  be  ukewise  assured, 
that  ye  lawfully  possessed  his  chair.  Or  how  haye  ye 
obsenred  this  that  followeth?  ^*  Ye  know,"  saith  he,  **  what 
precepts  I  haye  deliyered  unto  you.  This  is  the  will  of  our 
Lord,  your  sanctification^  that  ye  abstain  from  fornication ; 
and  that  every  one  of  you  know  how  to  possess  his  own 
vessel,  in  honour  and  sanctification,  not  in  the  passion  of 
desire,  like  the  Grentiles  who  are  ignorant  of  Grod ;  and  that 
none  of  you  do  encroach  upon  or  circumvent  his  brother  in 
his  business,  because  our  Lord  is  the  revenger  of  all  these. 
For  Grod  hath  not  called  us  unto  undeanness,  but  unto 
sanctification.  Therefore  whoso  despiseth  these,  doth  not 
despise  man,  but  Qod/^  What  one  also  among  you  hath 
advisedly  and  warily  kept  this  that  ensueth:  "Mortify 
therefore  your  membm  wluch  are  upon  the  earth,  fornication, 
undeanness  of  life,  lust,  and  evil  concupiscence,  for  whieh 
the  wrath  of  God  hath  come  upon  the  children  of  difBdenea?* 
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Ye  perceive  therefore  upon  what  offences  the  wrath  of  God 
doth  chiefly  arise. 

§  104.  In  which  respect  hear  likewise  what  the  same 
holy  apostle,  with  a  prophetical  spirit,  foretelleth  of  yon,  and 
such  as  yourselyes,  writing  plainly  in  this  sort  to  "[nmothy : 
^*  For  know  you  this,  that  in  the  last  days  there  shall  be 
dangerous  times  at  hand.  For  men  shall  be  self-lovers, 
covetous,  puffed  up,  proud^  blasphemous,  disobedient  to  their 
parents,  ungrateful,  wicked,  without  afiection,  incontinent, 
unmeek,  without  beMgnity,  betrayers,  froward,  lofty,  rather 
lovers  of  sensual  pleasures,  than  of  God,  having  a  show  of 
piety,  but  renouncing  the  virtue  thereof.**  Avoid  thou  these 
men,  even  as  the  prophet  saith:  ^'I  have  hated  the  con- 
gr^ation  of  the  malicious,  and  with  the  wicked  I  will  not 
sit."  And  a  little  after,  he  uttereth  that  (which  in  our  age 
we  behold  to  increase),  saying :  "  Ever  learning,  and  never 
attaining  unto  the  knowledge  of  truth ;  for  even  as  Jannes 
and  Mambres  resisted  Moses,  so  do  these  also  withstand  the 
truth:  men  corrupted  in  mind,  reprobate  against  faith,  but 
they  shall  prosper  no  further ;  for  ^eir  folly  shall  be  manifest 
unto  all,  as  theirs  likewise  was.** 

§  105.  And  evidently  doth  he  also  declare  how  priests  in 
their  office  ought  to  behave  themselves,  writing  thus  to 
Titus:  "Show  thyself  an  example  of  good  works,  in 
learning,  in  integrity,  in  gravity,  having  thy  word  sound 
without  oflfenoe,  that  he  who  standeth  on  the  adverse  part 
may  be  afiraid,  having  no  evil  to  speak  of  us."  And  moreover 
he  saith  unto  Timothy,  "  Labour  thou  as  a  good  soldier  of 
Christ  Jesus ;  no  man  fighting  in  Grod's  quwrrel  entangleth 
himself  in  worldly  business,  that  he  may  please  him  unto 
whom  he  hath  approved  himself;  for  whoso  striveth  in  the 
lists  for  the  mastery,  receiveth  not  the  crown,  unless  he  hath 
lawftiUy  contended."  This  is  his  exhortation  to  the  good. 
Other  matter  also  which  the  same  epbtles  contain,  is  a 
threatening  advertisement  to  the  wicked  (such  as  yourselves, 
in  the  judgment  of  all  understanding  persons,  appear  to  be). 
"  If  any  one,"  saith  he,  **  teacheth  otherwise,  and  doth  not 
peaceably  assent  to  the  sound  sayings  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christy  and  that  doctrine  which  is  according  to  piety,  he  it 
proud,  having  no  knowledge,  but  languishing  about  questions^ 
and  contentions  of  words^  out  of  which  do  spring  envies 
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%^  debates,    blasphemies,    evil    suspicioiiSy    conflicts    of  men 

corrupted  in  mind,  who  are  deprived  of  truth,  esteeming 
commodity  to  be  pietj.** 

§  106.  But  why  in  using  these  testimonies,  here  and 
there  dispersed,  are  we  any  longer,  as  it  were,  tossed  up  and 
down  in  the  silly  boat  of  our  simple  understanding,  on  the 
waves  qf  sundry  interpretations  ?     We  have  now  therefore 
at  length  thought  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  those 
lessons,*  which  are  gathered  out  of  Holy  Scriptures,  to  the 
end  that  they  should  not  only  be  rehearsed,  but  also  be  t 
assenting  and  assisting  unto  the  benediction,  wherewith  the 
hands  of  priests,  and  others  of  inferior  saa:ed  orders,  are 
j^         first  consecrated,  and  that  thereby  they  may  continually  bo 
^^         warned  never,  by  degenerating  from  their  priestly  dignity, 
to  digress  from  the  commandments,  which  are  faithfully  con- 
tained in  the  same ;  so  as  it  may  be  plain  and  apparent  unto 
j  all,  that  everlasting  torments  are  reserved  for  them,  and  that 

^  they  are  not  priests,  or  the  servants  of  Gk>d,  who  do  not 

with  their  utmost  power  follow  and  fulfil  the  instructions 
and  precepts.  Wherefore  let  us  hear  what  the  prince  of  the 
apostles.  Saint  Peter,  hath  signified  about  this  so  weighty  a 
matter,  saying:  ''Blessed  be  God,  and  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  through  his  mercy  hath  regenerated 
us  into  the  hope  of  eternal  lifb,  by  the  resurrection  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  into  an  inheritance  which 
can  never  corrupt,  never  wither,  neither  be  defiled,  preserved 
in  heaven  for  you,  who  are  kept  in  the  virtue  of  Grod ;"  why 
then  do  ye  fondly  violate  such  an  inheritance,  which  is  not 
as  an  earthly  one^  transitory,  but  immortal  and  eternal? 
And  somewhat  afterwards :  '*  For  which  cause  be  ye  girded 
in  the  loins  of  your  mind,  sober,  perfectly  hoping  in  that 
grace  which  is  offered  to  you  in  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ:"  examine  ye  now  the  depths  of  your  hearts, 
whether  ye  be  sober  and  do  perfectly  preserve  the  grace  of 
priesthood,  which  shall  be  duly  discussed  and  decided  in  the 
revelation  of  our  Lord«  And  again  he  saith:  ''As  children 
of  the  benediction,  not  configuring  yourselves  to  those 
former  desires  of  your  ignorance ;  but  according  unto  him 
who  hath  called  you  holy,  be  ye  also  holy  in  all  conversation. 

*  Gildaf,  in  this  and  the  following  section,  eridently  alludee  to  the 
Oidination  Ritual  of  the  Ancient  Britiih  Cbuidi. 
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For  which  cause  it  is  written,  Be  ye  holy,  because  I  am 
holy."  Which  one  of  you,  I  pray,  hath  with  his  whole 
mind  so  pursued  sanctity,  that  he  hath  earnestly  hastened,  as 
much  as  in  him  lay,  to  fulfil  the  same?  But  let  us  behold 
what  in  the  second  lesson  of  the  same  apostle  is  contained : 
"My  dearest,**  saith  he^  "sanctify  your  souls  for  the 
obedience  of  futh,  through  the  Spirit,  in  charity,  in  brother- 
hood, loving  one  another  out  of  a  true  heart  perpetuaUy,  as 
bom  again  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible, 
through    the    word    of    Grod,    living    and   remaining    for 


ever." 


§  107.  These  are  truly  the  conunandments  of  the  apostle ; 
and  read  in  the  day  of  your  ordination,  to  the  end  ye  should 
inviolably  observe  the  same,  but  they  are  not  fulfilled  by  you 
in  discretion  and  judgment,  nay  not  so  much  as  duly  con- 
sidered or  understood.  And  afterwards :  "  Laying  therefore 
aside  all  malice,  and  all  deceits,  and  dissemblings,  envy,  and 
detractions,  as  infants  newly  bom,  reasonable  and  without 
guile  covet  ye  milk,  that  ye  may  thereby  grow  to  salvation, 
because  our  Lord  is  sweet."  Consider  ye  also  in  your  minds, 
if  these  sayings  which  have  sounded  in  your  deaf  ears  have 
not  often  likewise  been  trodden  by  you  under  foot :  and 
again :  "  Ye  tmly  are  the  chosen  lineage,  the  royal  priest- 
hood, the  holy  nation,  the  people  for  adoption,  that  ye  may 
declare  his  virtues  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  into 
his  marvellous  light"  But  tmly  by  you  are  not  only  the 
virtues  of  Grod  not  declared  and  made  more  glorious,  but  also 
through  your  wicked  examples  are  they  (by  such  as  have  not 
perfect  belief)  despised.  Ye  have  perchance  at  the  same  time 
likewise  heard,  what  is  read  in  the  lesson  of  the  Acts,  on 
this  wise :  "  Peter  arising  in  the  midst  of  the  disciples  said : 
Men  and  brethren,  it  is  expedient  that  the  Scripture  be 
fulfilled,  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  by  the  mouth  of  David 
foretold  of  Judas."  And  a  little  after :  "  This  man  therefore 
purchased  a  field,  of  the  reward  of  iniqui^."  This  have  ye 
heard  with  a  careless  or  rather  blockish  heart,  as  though  ^e 
reading  thereof  nothing  at  all  appertained  unto  youivelTes. 
What  one  of  you  (I  pr^  you)  doth  not  seek  the  field  of  the 
reward  o£  iniquity  ?  For  Judas  robbed  and  pillaged  the 
purse,  and  ye  spcnl  and  waste  the  sacred  gifts  and  treasures 
of  the  church,  together  with  the  souls  of  her  chUdren*    He 
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went  to  the  Jews  to  make  a  market  of  God,  je  pass  to  the 
tyrants,  and  their  father  the  devil,  that  ye  mmj  detpise 
Christ  He  set  to  sale  the  Saviour  of  the  world  for  thirty 
pence,  and  you  do  so  even  for  one  poor  half-penny. 

§  108.  What  need  many  words  ?  The  example  of  Mat- 
thias  is  apparently  laid  before  you  for  your  confusion,  who 
was  chosen  into  his  place,  not  by  his  own  proper  will,  bu^ 
by  the  election  of  the_  holy  aposflea,  or  rather  the  judgmentX 
of  Cfinst,  whereat  ye  being^blinded^  do  n^t_r^rcpiT^  ht>w  fnr  i 
ye'riifi^'^stray^from  his  merjtAj  whlTft.!jflLiftll  wilfully  and  i 
headlong  iuio  the  miners  and  affection  of  Judas  the  traitor.  } 
It  is  therefore  manifest  that  he  who  wittingly  from  his  heart 
termeth  you  priests,  is  not  himself  a  true  and  worthy  Chris- 
tian. And  now  I  will  assuredly  speak  what  I  think :  this 
reprehension  might  have  been  framed  after  a  milder  fashion,' 
but  what  availeth  it  to  touch  only  with  the  hand,  or  dress 
with  gentle  ointment,  that  wound  which  with  imposthumation 
or  stinking  corruption  is  now  grown  so  horrible,  that  it 
requireth  the  searing  iron,  or  the  ordinary  help  of  the  fire, 
if  happily  by  any  means  it  may  be  cured,  the  diseased  in  the 
meanwhile  not  seeking  a  medicine,  and  the  physician  much 
erring  from  a  rightful  remedy  ?  O  ye  enemies  of  God,  and 
not  priests  !  O  ye  traders  of  wickedness,  and  not  bishops  ! 
O  ye  betrayers,  and  not  successors  of  the  holy  apostles  !  .0  > 
ye  adversaries,  and  not  servants  of  Christ  I  Ye  nave  certainly 
heard  at  the  least,  the  sound  of  the  words,  which  are  in  the 
second  lesson  taken  out  of  the  apostle  Saint  Paul,  although 
ye  have  no  way  observed  the  admonitions  and  virtue  of  them, 
but  even  as  statues  (that  neither  see  nor  hear)  stood  that  day 
at  the  altar,  while  both  then,  and  continually  since  he  hath 
thundered  in  your  ears,  saying:  ''Brethren,  it  is  a  faithful 
speech,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptance."  He  called  it  faithful 
and  worthy,  but  ye  have  despised  it  as  unfaithful  and  on* 
worthy.  ''If  any  man  desireth  a  bishopric,  he  deslreth  a 
good  work.^  Te  do  mightily  covet  a  bishopric  in  respect  of 
avarice,  but  not  for  spirituiJ  convenience  and  for  the  good 
work  which  is  suitable  to  the  place,  ye  want  it.  "  It  behoveth 
therefore  such  a  one  to  be  free  firom  m  cause  of  reprehension.** 
At  this  saying  we  have  more  need  to  shed  tears  than  utter 
words  ;  for  it  b  as  much  as  if  the  aposde  had  said,  he  ought 
to  be  of  all  others  most  free  from  occasion  of  rebuke.    "The 
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'usband  of  one  wife,**  which  is  likewise  so  condemned  among 
us,  as  if  that  word  had  never  proceeded  from  him ;  ^'  Sober, 
wise ; "  yea,  which  of  ye  hath  once  desired  to  have  these 
virtues  engrafted  in  liim,  *^  using  hospitaHty."  For  this,  if 
perchance  it  hath  been  found  among  you,  yet  being  neverthe- 
less rather  done  to  purchase  the  ^vour  of  the  people^  than 
to  accomplish  the  commandment,  it  is  of  no  avul,  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  saying  thus :  '^Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  they  have 
received  ^eir  reward."  Moreover,  ^^A  man  adorned,  not 
given  to  wine  ;  no  fighter,  but  modest ;  not  contentious,  not 
covetous  :  **  O  lamentable  change  I  O  horrible  contempt  of 
the  heavenly  commandments !  And  do  ye  not  continually 
use  the  force  of  your  words  and  actions,  for  the  overthrowing 
or  rather  overwhelming  of  these,  for  whose  defence  and  con- 
firmation, if  need  had  required,  ye  ought  to  have  suffered 
pains,  yea,  and  to  have  lost  your  very  lives. 

§  109.  But  let  us  see  what  foUoweth :  "  Well  governing," 
saith  he,  "  his  house,  having  his  children  subjected  with  all 
chastity."  Imperfect  therefore  is  the  chastity  of  the  parents, 
if  the  children  be  not  also  endued  with  the  same.  But  how 
shall  it  be,  where  neither  the  father,  nor  the  son,  depraved 
by  the  example  of  his  evil  parent,  is  found  to  be  chaste  ? 
^*But  if  any  one  knoweth  not  how  to  rule  over  his  own 
house,  how  shall  he  employ  his  care  over  the  church  of 
Grod?"  These  are  the  words,  that  with  apparent  effects, 
should  be  made  good  and  approved.  *' Deacons  in  like 
manner,  that  they  should  be  chaste,  not  doubled  tongued, 
not  overgiven  to  much  wine,  not  followers  of  filthy  gain, 
having  the  mystery  of  faith  in  a  preconscience,  and  let  ^ese 
also  be  first  approved,  and  so  let  them  administer,  having  no 
offence."  And  now  trembling  truly  to  make  any  longer  stay 
on  these  matters,  I  can  for  a  conclusion  affinn  one  thing 
certainly,  which  is,  that  all  these  are  changed  into  contrary 
actions,  in  so  much  that  clerks  (which  not  without  grief  of 
heart,  I  here  confess,)  are  shameless  and  deceitful  in  their 
speeches,  given  to  dmiking,  covetous  of  filthy  lucre,  having 
faith  (or  to  say  more  truly)  unfaithfulness  in  an  impure  con- 
science, ministering  not  upon  probation  of  their  good  works, 
but  upon  foreknowledge  of  their  evil  actions,  and  being  thus 
defiled  with  innumerable  offences,  they  are  notwithstanding 
iidmitted  unto  the  holy  office ;  ye  have  likewise  heard  on  the 
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same  daj  (wherein  ye  should  with  far  more  right  and  reason 
have  bc^  drawn  to  prison  or  punishment,  than  preferred 
onto  priesthood)  when  our  Lord  demanded  whom  his  disciples 
supposed  him  to  be»  how  Peter  answered,  **Thoa  art  Chnst, 
the  Son  of  the  Uving  God ;"  and  our  Lord  in  respect  of  such 
his  confession,  said  unto  him:  ''Blessed  art  tiiou,  Simon 
Bar-johas,  because  flesh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto 
thee,  but  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven."  Peter  therefore, 
instructed  by  Grod  the  Father,  did  rightly  confess  Christ ; 
but  ye  being  taught  by  the  devil  your  father,  do,  with  your 
lewd  actions,  wickedly  deny  our  Saviour.  It  is  said  to  the 
true  priest, ''  Thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this  rock  will  I  build 
my  church  :  **  but  ye  resembled  ''  the  foolish  man,  who  hath 
builded  his  house  upon  the  sand."  And  verily  it  is  to  be 
noted,  that  Grod  joineth  not  in  the  workmanship  with  the 
unwise,  when  they  build  their  house  upon  the  deceitful 
uncertainty  of  the  sands,  according  unto  that  saying :  ^  They 
have  made  kings  unto  themselves,  and  not  by  me."  Similarly 
that  (which  foUoweth)  soundeth  in  like  sort,  speaking  thus  : 
''And  the  gates  of  hell  (whereby  infernal  sins  are  to  be 
understood)  shall  not  prevaiL"  But  of  your  frail  and  deadly 
frame,  mark  what  is  pronounced :  "  The  floods  came,  and  the 
winds  blew,  and  dashed  upon  that  house  and  it  fell,  and  great 
was  the  ruin  thereof."  To  Peter  and  hb  *  successors,  our 
Lord  doth  say,  "  And  I  will  give  unto  thee  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven."  But  unto  you,  "I  know  you  not, 
depart  from  me  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity,"  that  being 
separated  with  the  goats  of  the  left  hand,  ye  may  together 
with  them  go  into  eternal  fire.  It  b  also  promised  unto 
every  good  priest,  "Whatsoever  thou  shalt  Ioobo  upon  earth, 
shall  be  likewise  loosed  in  heaven :  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt 
bind  upon  earth,  shall  be  in  like  sort  bound  in  heaven."  But 
how  shall  ye  loose  any  things  that  it  may  be  loosed  also  in 
heaven,  since  yourselves  for  your  sins  are  severed  from 
heaven,  and  hampered  in  the  bands  of  your  own  heinous 
offences,  as  Solomon  saith,  "With  the  cords  of  his  sins, 
every  one  is  tied  ?"  And  with  what  reason  shall  ye  bind 
any  thing  on  this  earth,  that  above  this  world  may  be  like- 
wise bound,  unless  it  be  your  only  selves,  who^  entangled  in 
your  iniquities,  are  so  detained  on  this  earth,  that  ye  cannot 
«§c^  into  heaven,  but  withoat  your  convenrioo  unto  oar 
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Lord  in  this  life^  will  fall  down  into  the  miserable  prifon  of 
hell? 

§  110.  Neither  jet  let  any  priest  flatter  himself  upon  the 
knowledge  of  the  particular  cleanness  of  his  own  body,  since 
their  souls  (over  whom  he  hath  goTeminent)  shall  in  the  day 
of  judgment  be  required  at  his  hands  as  the  murderer  of 
them,  if  any  through  his  ignorance,  sloth,  or  fitwning  adula- 
tion, have  perished,  because  the  stroke  of  death  is  not  less 
terrible,  that  b  given  by  a  good  man,  than  that  which  is  in- 
flicted by  an  eril  person  ;  otherwise  would  the  apostle  never 
have  said  that  which  he  left  unto  his  successors,  as  a  fatherly 
legacy,  '*  I  am  clear  and  clean  from  the  blood  of  all :  for  I 
have  not  forborne  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of 
Grod."  Being  therefore  mightily  dnmken  with  the  use  and 
custom  of  sins,  and  extremdy  overwhelmed  with  the  waves 
(as  it  were)  of  increasing  offences,  seek  ye  now  forthwith  the 
uttermost  endeavours  of  your  minds  (aiter  this  your  ship- 
wreck), that  one  plank  of  repentance  which  is  lefi^  whereby 
ye  may  escape  and  swim  to  the  land  of  the  livings  that  from 
you  may  be  turned  away  the  wrath  of  our  Lord,  who  saith, 
*^  I  will  not  the  death  of  a  sinner :  but  that  he  may  be  con- 
verted and  live."  And  may  the  same  Almighty  Grod,  of  all 
consolation  and  mercy,  preserve  his  few  good  pastors  from 
all  evil,  and  (the  common  enemy  being  overcome)  make  them 
free  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly  dty  of  Jerusalem,  which  is 
the  congregation  of  all  saints ;  grant  this,  O  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  to  whom  be  honour  aid  glory,  world  with« 
oat  end.    Amen. 
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NBNNITJfirS 
HISTORY  OF  THE   BRITONS. 


I.— THE  t^ROLOGUE. 


§  I.  Nenktus,  the  lowlj  minister  and  aemnt  of  tlie  ser- 
runts  of  God,  by  the  grace  of  God^  disdj^  of  St  Elbotiu^* 
to  all  the  followers  of  truth  sendeth  health. 

Be  it  known  to  your  charit^y  that  being  dull  in  intellect 
And  rude  of  speech,  I  have  presumed  to  deHver  these  things 
in  the  Latin  tongue,  not  trusting  to  mj  own  learning,  which 
U  little  or  none  at  all,  but  partly  from  traditions  of  our  an« 
cp'ttorR,  partly  from  writings  and  monuments  of  the  ancient 
i  I  habitants  of  Britain,  partly  from  the  annals  of  the  Romans,  ^ 
n:id  the  chronicles  of  the  sacred  fathers,  Isidore,  Hieronjmus, 
Prosper,  Eusebius,  and  from  the  histories  of  the  Scots  and 
Saxons,  although  our  enomieSy  not  following  my  own  inclina- 
tions, but,  to  the  best  of  mj  alnUty,  obeying  the  conmiands 
of  my  seniors ;  I  have  lispingly  put  together  this  histcry 
from  various  sources,  and  have  endeayoured,  from  shame,  to 
deliver  down  to  posterity  the  few  remaining  ears  of  com 
about  past  transactions,  that  they  might  not  be  trodden  under 
foot^  seeing  that  an  ample  crop  has  been  snatched  away 
alr^y  by  the  hostile  reapers  of  foreign  nations.     For  many 
things  have  been  in  my  way,  and  I,  to  this  day,  have  hardly 
been  able  to  understand,  even  superfidaUy,  as  was  necessary,  ^ 
the  sayings  of  other  men;  much  less  was  I  able  in  my 
own  strength,  but  like  a  barbarian,  have  I  murdered  and 
defiled  the  language  of  others.     But  I  bore  about  with  ^ 
me  an  inward  wo^nd,  and  I  was  indignant,  that  the  name 
of  my  own   people,    formerly   famous   and  distinguished, 
should  sink  into  oblivion,  and  like  smoke  be  dissipated. 
Bat  since,  however,  I  had  rather  myself  be  the  hiiScnian  / 
of  the  Britons  than  nobody,  althoogh  so  many  are  to  be  ^ 

*  Or  ElTod,  Ualiop  of  Bangor,  ▲.».  755,  who  Hot  adopted  ia  tho  Gib- 
brian  chnrcli  Um  new  cjdo  tot  icgulatiqg  Euter. 
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found  who  might  much  more  satisfactorilj  dischaige  tbe 
labour  thus  imposed  on  me ;  I  humbly  entreat  mj  readen^ 
whose  ears  I  may  offend  bj  the  inelegance  of  mj  words^  thai 
^thej  will  fulfil  the  wish  of  mj  seniors^  and  grant  me  the 
easy  task  of  listening  with  candour  to  mj  history.  For 
zealous  efforts  very  often  fail :  but  bold  enthusiasm,  were  it 
in  its  power,  woidd  not  suffer  me  to  faiL  Maj,  therefore, 
candour  be  shown  where  the  inelegance  of  mj  words  is  in- 
sufficient, and  may  the  truth  of  this  history,  wluch  my  rustic 
tongue  has  ventured,  as  a  kind  of  plough,  to  trace  out  in 
furrows,  lose  none  of  its  influence  from  that  causey  in  the 
ears  of  my  hearers.  For  it  is  better  to  drink  a  wholesome 
draught  of  truth  from  a  humble  vessel,  than  poison  mixed 
with  honey  from  a  golden  goblet 

§  2.  And  do  not  be  loath,  diligent  reader,  to  winnow  my 
chaff,  and  lay  up  the  wheat  in  the  storehouse  of  your  memory : 
for  truth  regards  not  who  is  the  speaker,  nor  in  what  manner 
it  is  spoken,  but  that  the  thing  be  true  ;  and  she  does  not 
despise  the  jewel  which  she  1ms  rescued  from  the  mud,  but 
she  adds  it  to  her  former  treasures. 

For  I  yield  to  those  who  are  greater  and  more  eloquent 
than  myself,  who,  kindled  with  generous  ardour,  have  en- 
deayoured  by  Roman  eloquence  to  smooth  the  jarring  ele- 
ments of  their  tongue,  if  they  have  left  unshaken  any  pillar 
of  history  which  I  wished  to  see  remain.  This  history 
therefore  has  been  compiled  from  a  wish  to  benefit  my  infe*  I 
riors,  not  from  envy  of  those  who  are  superior  to  me,  in  the 
858th  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation,  and  in  the  24th  year 
of  Mervin,  king  of  the  Britons,  and  I  hope  that  the  praycra 
of  my  betters  will  be  offered  up  for  me  in  recompence  of  my 
labour.  But  this  is  sufficient  by  way  of  preface.  I  shall 
obediently  accomplish  the  rest  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

II.— THE  APOLOGY  OF    NBNNIUS. 

Here  begins  the  apology  of  Nennius,  the  historiograplior 
of  the  Britons,  of  the  race  of  the  Britons. 

§  3. 1,  Nennius,  disciple  of  St  Elbotus,  have  endeavoured  to 
write  some  extracts  wluch  the  dulness  of  the  British  nation 
had  cast  away,  because  teachers  had  no  knowledge,  nor  gave 
any  informanon  in  their  books  about  this  island  cf  Britai^ 
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« 

But  I  have  got  together  all  that  I  could  find  as  well  firom  the 
annals  of  the  Romans  as  from  the  chronicles  of  the  sacred 
fathers,  Hieronymus,  Eusebius,  Isidorus,  Prosper,  and  from 
the  annals  of  the  Scots  and  Saxons^  and  from  our  ancient' 
traditions.  Many  teachers  and  scribes  have  attempted  to 
write  this,  but  somehow  or  other  have  abandoned  it  from  its 
difficulty,  either  on  account  of  frequent  deaths,  or  the  often 
recurring  calamities  of  war.  I  pray  that  every  reader  who 
shall  read  this  book,  may  pardon  me,  for  having  attempted, 
like  a  chattering  jay,  or  like  some  weak  witness,  to  write 
these  things,  after  they  had  failed.  I  yield  to  him  who  knows 
more  of  these  things  than  I  do.  K\\^^KP>  ">$)  ^>    ^. 

III.— THE  HISTORY.  |:^>o_  yJt^CJ^ 

§  4,  5.  From  Adam  to  the  flood,  are  two  thousand  andj^^^^  ^ y^ 
forty-two  years.     From  the  flood  to  Abraham,  nine  hundred^^\^  '    '  ^^^ 
and  forty-two.     From  Abraham  to  Moses,  six  hundred.* 
From  Moses  to  Solomon,  and  the  first  building  of  the  tem- 
ple, four  hundred  and  forty-eight.     From  Solomon  to  the 
rebuilding  of  the  temple,  which  was  under  Darius,  king  of 
the  Persians,  six  hundred  and  twelve  years  are  computed. 
From  Darius  to  the  ministry  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  emperor  Tiberius,  are  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  years.     So  that  from  Adam  to  the 
ministry  of  Christ  and  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  emperor 
Tiberius,  are  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
years.     From  the  passion  of  Christ  are  completed  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-six ;  from  his  incarnation,  nine  hundred  and 
seventj-six:  being  the  fifth  year  of  Edmund,  king  of  the 
Angles. 

§  6.  The  first  age  of  the  world  is  from  Adam  to  Noah ; 
the  second  from  Noah  to  Abraham ;  the  third  from  Abraham 
to  David ;  the  fourth  from  David  to  Daniel ;  the  fifth  to  John 
the  Baptist ;  the  sixth  from  John  to  the  judgment,  when  our  > 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  come  to  judge  the  living  and  the 
dead,  and  the  world  by  fire. 

The  fii*s^  Julius.     The  second  Claudius.     The  third  Se 

•  And   forty>  acco'di"'?  to  Stevenson's  new  edition.    The  reit  ofthia 
t^^^^M^lotrv  is  uiU*^^*  contmctcd  ia  8o\«  lui  of  the  manuficripts,  and  hardly 
'^  them  cooiiun  it  exacUy  the  aame. 
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verus.  The  fourth  Carinufl.  The  fifth  Constantics.  The 
sixth  Maximus.  The  seventh  Maximianus.  The  eighth 
another  Severus  JE^uantius.     The  ninth  Constantius.* 

Here  beginneth  the  history  of  the  Britons,   edited  bj 
Mark  the  anchorite,  a  holj  bbhop  of  that  people. 

§  7.  The  island  of  Britain  derives  its  name  from  Brutus,  a 
Roman  consul.     Taken  from  the  south-west  point  it  inclines 
a  little  towards  the  west,  and  to  its  northern  extremity  mea- 
sures eight  hundred  miles,  and  is  in  breadth  two  hundred 
It  contains  thirty-three  cities,!  viz. 


1.  Oftir  ebimoc  (Torh. 
S.  Cair  ceint  {Oamterbury). 
S.  Cairgurcoo  (AngUteyf) 

4.  Cair  gaorth^ern4 

5.  Cair  custeint  (Cbmarmm). 

6.  Cair  guoranegon  ( Worcuter). 

7.  Galr  Mgeint  (Silchaier), 

8.  Cair  gain  trait  (NwrtnAt  or  Wv^ 

wiek), 

9.  Cair  merdin  {Caenhaiihan). 

10.  Cair  peril  (PorckaUru 

11.  Cair  lion  (Caerieofnrupon-tltk), 

12.  Gairmendpit  [Vervlam), 

13.  Cair  oarataao  {OatUriek), 

14.  Cair  eeri  {CirmcaUr). 

15.  Cairgtoai  {OUmctderu 

16.  Cair  laiUd  {OariuUh 

17.  Cair  gnint  {QmntdutUrt  now  Oim- 

bridge). 

18.  Cair  daon  (DoneatUr),  or  Cair  daoii 

{DcrduBttr), 


19.  Calf  britoc  (BrUm, 

20.  Cair  magoaid  (MHvodu 

21.  Cair  maaigoid  (M<mdmten, 

22.  CjOr  ligion  {Chmier), 

23.  CairguentdFtficAeftor,  orOMrvCTii; 

in  MonnmoMihAirt: 

24.  Cair  coUon  {OokhaUr,  or  ST.  Colon, 

OonwaU). 

25.  Cair  londein  (lofufoni. 

26.  Cairgaorcon  (IForren,  or   Worxm^ 

in  PtirJyrokttkirt. 

27.  Cair  lerion  {Leiciiier). 

28.  Coir  dnithoa  {DraifUm,). 

29.  Cair  ponnrelooit  (Pfv«M<7,  in  5iu- 

MX). 

30.  Cair  teim  ( TeynrQract,  in  Jk9onikir€\. 

31.  Cair  Umabo  (WrwBitm',  in  Skrop- 

thirt), 

32.  Cairoclemion  (OamaHUt  In  S»M<r> 

33.  Oair  loit  ooit  (XiiMote:. 


These  are  the  names  of  the  ancient  cities  of  the  island  of 

^     Britain.     It  has  also  a  vast  many  promontories,  and  castles 

\    innumerable,  built  of  brick  and  stone.     Its  inhabitants  con- 

*    sist  of  four  different  people ;  the  Scots,  the  Picts,  the  Saxons, 

and  the  ancient  Britons. 

§  8.  Three  considerable  islands  belong  to  it ;  one,  on  the 
south,  opposite  the  Armorican  shore,  called  Wight  ;§  an- 
other between  Ireland  and  Britain,  called  Eubonia  or  Man ; 
and  another  directly  north,  beyond  the  Picts,  named  Orkney  ; 

*  This  list  ofthe  Roman  emperors  who  Tiaited  Britain,  is  omitted  in 
manj  of  the  M^.  t  V.  R.  Twenty-eight,  twentr-one. 

%  Site  nnknown.    See  note  al  sec  42, p.  404.    $  In^C  '^'^»  ^  ChMHh. 
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Aiid  hence  it  was  anciently  a  proverbial  expression,  in  refer- 
ence to  its  kin^3  and  rulers,  "  He  reigned  over  Britain  and 
its  three  islands.'' 

§  9.  It  is  fertilized  by  several  rivers,  which  traverse  it  in 
all  directions,  to  the  east  and  west,  to  the  south  and  north ; 
but  there  are  two  pre-eminently  distinguished  among  the 
rest,  the  Thames  and  the  Severn,  which  formerly,  like  the 
two  arms  of  Britain,  bore  the  ships  employed  in  the  convey- 
ance of  the  riches  acquired  by  commerce.  The  Britons  were 
once  very  populous,  and  exercised  extensive  dominion  from 
sea  to  sea.  M?\Ja;]Vi^ 

§  lO,*  Respecting  the  period  when  this  island  became  in-}^i  ^    f;^ 
habited  subsequently  to  the  flood,  I  have  seen  two  distinct^^*^  ^  ^^i> 
relations.     According  to  the  annals  of  the  Roman  liistory,^^  ^oiVi 
the  Britons  deduce  their  origin  both  from  the  Greeks  and£sJ^|^\^'^V^''^^ 
Romans.     On  the  side  of  the  mother,  from  Lavinia,  the 
daughter  of  Latinus,  king  of  Italy,  and  of  the  race  of  Silva- 
nus,  the  son  of  Inachus,  the  son  of  Dardanus ;  who  was  thet;^  ^ '  a"\  ^^ 
son  of  Saturn,  king  of  the  Greeks,  and  who,  having  pos-b^  V^KO  (^ 
sensed  himself  of  a  part  of  Asia,  built  the  city  of  Troy.T^^^^^^. 
Dardanus  was  the  father  of  Troius,  who  was  the  father  of  jj^aj^joj 
Priam  and  Anchises;  Anchises  was  the  father  of  -ZEneas,  Oq/^vTa^T 
who  was  the  father  of  Ascanius  and  Silvius ;  and  this  Sil-  ^^X'v^.  ^C 
vius  was  the  son  of  ^neas  and  Lavinia,  the  daughter  of  the  \^m^ 


king  of  Italy.     From  the  sons  of  ^neas  and  Lavinia  ^^'^^^^^^^  >^ofe 
queen  Rhea,  and  the  founders  of  Rome.     Brutus  was  consul  Wj^ 


scended  Romulus  and  Remus,  who  were  the  sons  of  the  holy^??>w{^^^^ 


when  he  conquered  Spain,  and  reduced  that  country  to  &^cfi>K(Jif 
Roman  province.  He  afterwards  subdued  the  island  of 
Britain,  whose  inhabitants  were  the  descendants  of  the 
Romans,  from  Silvius  Posthumus.  He  was  called  Posthu- 
mtis  because  he  was  bom  after  the  death  of  ^neas  his  father ; 
and  his  mother  Lavinia  concealed  herself  during  her  preg- 
nancy ;  he  was  called  SUviuSy  because  he  was  bom  in  a  wood. 
Hence  the  Roman  kings  were  called  Silvan,  and  the  Britons 
^  who  sprang  from  him ;  but  they  were  called  Britons  from 
Brutus,  and  rose  from  the  family  of  Brutus. 

JEjxeBAj  after  the  Trojan  war,  arrived  with  his  son  in  Italy ; 
lUid  having  vanquished  Tumus,  married  Lavinia,  the  daugh* 

The  whole  of  thii^  m  far  ai  the  end  of  the  pangimph,  if  omittod  ia 
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ter  of  king  Latinus,  who  was  the  son  of  Faunus,  the  son  ol 
Picus,  the  son  of  Saturn.  After  the  death  of  Latinus,  iBneas 
obtained  the  kingdom  of  the  Romans,  and  Lavinia  brought 
forth  a  son,  who  was  named  Silvius.  Ascanius  founded 
Alba,  and  afterwards  married.  And  Lavinia  bore  to  ^neas 
a  son,  named  Silvius  ;  but  Ascanius*  married  a  wife,  who 
conceived  and  became  pregitant.  And  JBneas,  having  been 
informed  that  his  daughter-in-law  was  pregnant,  ordered  his 
son  to  send  his  magician  to  examine  his  wife,  whether  the  child 
conceived  were  male  or  female.  The  magician  came  and  ex- 
amined the  wife  and  pronounced  it  to  be  a  son,  who  should 
become  the  most  valiant  among  the  Italians^  and  the  most 
beloved  of  all  men.f  In  consequence  of  this  prediction,  the 
magician  was  put  to  death  by  Ascanius ;  but  it  happened 
that  the  mother  of  the  child  dying  at  its  birth,  he  was  named 
Brutus ;  and  after  a  certain  interval,  agreeably  to  what  th^ 
j-Y  magician  had  foretold,  whilst  he  was  plajriug  with   some 

(jy^r  r'         others  he  shot  his  father  with  an  arrow,  not  intentionally  but 
.  '         by  accidentj     He  was,  for  this  cause,  expelled  from  Italy, 

olKJ^  ^^^  came  to  the  islands  of  the  Tyrrhene  sea,  when  he  was 

iVsl^.  exiled  on  account  of  the  death  of  Turnus,  slain  by  JEneas. 

He  then  went  among  the  Gauls,  and  built  the  city  of  the 
3\^  Turones,  called  Turnis.§     At  length  he  came  to  this  island, 

^>y^^^  named  from  him  Britannia,  dwelt  there,  and  filled  it  with  his 

>5^ CKJ ^      ^^^  descendants,  and  it  has  been  inhabited  from  that  time  to 
^      the  present  period. 

§  11.  jEneaa  reigned  over  the  Latins  three  years ;  Asca- 
nius thirty- three  years ;  after  whom  Silvius  reigned  twelve 
years,  and  Posthumus  thirty-nine ||  years:  the  latter,  from 
whom  the  kings  of  Alba  are  called  Silvan,  was  brother  to 
Brutus,  who  governed  Britain  at  the  time  Eli  the  high-priest 
judged  Israel,  and  when  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was  taken 
by  a  foreign  people.  But  Posthumus  hb  brother  reigned 
among  the  Latins. 

§  12.  After  an  interval  of  not  less  than  eight  hundred 

^    years,  came  the  l^ts,  and  occupied  the  Orkney  Islands: 

whence  they  laid  waste  many  regions,  and  seized  those  on 

•  Other  MSS.  SUvius.  f  V.  R.  Who  should  Alay  hb  fiither  and 

mother,  and  be  hated  br  all  mankmd. 

t  V*  H.  He  dinpiaved  luch  sup^ority  among  hin  piay-t'eiiowt,Uiiil  v«.c^ 
teemed  to  comider  tarn  a«  theit  chie£     §  Toura.    fl  V,  R.  Thirty -irreB  ~ 
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tli3  left  baud  side  of  Britain,  where  they  still  remain,  keep- 
ing possession  of  a  third  part  of  Britain  to  this  day.* 

§  13.  Long  after  this,  the  Scots  arrivptl  in  Trftlj^y^^  f]t)m  p4. 

Spain.  The  first  that  came  was  Partholonras,f  with  a 
thousand  men  and  women ;  these  increased  to  fonr  thousand ; 
but  a  mortality  coming  suddenly  upon  them,  they  all 
perished  in  one  week.      The  second  was  Niraech,  the  son  of 

4  ^^<^  according  to  report,  after  having  been  at 

sea  a  year  and  a  half,  and  having  his  ships  shattered,  arrived 
at  a  port  in  Ireland,  and  continuing  there  several  years, 
returned  at  length  with  his  followers  to  Spain.  After 
these  came  three  sons  of  a  Spanish  soldier  with  thirty  ships, 
each  of  which  contained  thirty  wives ;  and  having  remained 
there  during  the  space  of  a  year,  there  appeared  to  them,  in 
the  middle  of  the  sea,  a  tower  of  glass,  the  summit  of 
which  seemed  covered  with  men,  to  wnom'they  often  spoke, 
but  received  no  answer.  At  length  they  determined  to 
besiege  the  tower ;  and  after  a  yeai^  preparation,  advanced 
towards  it,  with  the  whole  number  of  their  ships,  and  all 
the  women,  one  ship  only  excepted,  which  had  been 
wrecked,  and  in  which  were  thirty  men,  and  as  many 
women ;  but  when  all  had  disembarked  on  the  shore  which 
surrounded  the  tower,  the  sea  opened  and  swallowed  them  ^ 
up.  Ireland,  however,  was  peopled,  to  the  present  period, 
from  the  family  remaining  in  the  vessel  which  was  wrecked.  T 
Afterwards,  others  came  from  Spain,  and  possessed  them^' 
selves  of  various  parts  of  Britain. 

§  14.  Last  of  all  came  one  Hoctor,§  who  continued  there, )    o  ^ 

and  whose  descendants  remain  there  to  this  day.      Istoreth,^^-*^^^-^^ 
the  son  of  Istorinus,  with  his  followers,  held  Dalrieta ;  Builc?^  ^ImY  - 
had  the  island  Eubonia,  and  other  adjacent  places.     ^^U^    p^^ 
sons  of  Liethali  \  obtained  the  country  of  the  Dunetse,  where^~^p  ^o 
is  a  city  called  Menavia,^   and  the  province  Guiher  and d C  \VV^ wG/ 
Cetgueli,**  which  they  held  till  they  were  expelled  fix)m      ,.^^ 
every  part  of  Britain,  by  Cunedda  and  his  sons.   V)  o"r W)  Njl-   e^ry^^'/.> 

•  See  Bede's  Eccles.  Hist.  pp.  5,  6,  note.  rn  m  k i  h  */  > /  /vi r 
+  V.  R.  Partholom«u8.  or  Birtholomeufl.  /^i  K)  it  ^^  '  ^^ 
$  A  blank  ii  here  in  the  MS.  Agnomen  is  found  in  some  of  ln^€&^ 

§  V.  R.  Damhoctor,  Clamhoctor,  and  Elomhoctor. 
N  y.  R.  Liethan,  Bethan,  Yethan.  f  St  David's. 

*  *  Guiher,  probably  the  Welsh  dktrict  Gower.    Cetgueli  is  CSmt  Kid- 
w«Uv,  ia  Cbnnartheoshiret 
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0\mD^^  §  15.  According  to  the  most  learned  among  the  Scots,  If 
^jC^td  ]^^^  ^^®  desires  to  learn  what  I  am  now  going  to  state, 
^i^LAn.  V^l Ireland  was  a  desert,  and  uninhabited,  when  the  children  of 
^  (Israel  crossed  the  Red  Sea,  in  which,  as  we  read  in  the 

vBook  of  the  Law,  the  Egyptians  who  followed  them  were 
'drowned.  At  that  period,  there  lived  among  this  people, 
with  a  numerous  family,  a  Scythian  of  noble  birth,  who  had 
been  banished  from  his  coutitry,  and  dfd  not  go  to  pursue 
the  people  of  God.  The  Egyptians  who  were  left,  seeing 
the  destruction  of  the  great  men  of  their  nation,  and  fearing 
lest  he  should  possess  lamself  of  their  territory,  took  counsel 
together,  and  expelled  him.  Thus  reduced,  he  wandered 
forty-two  years  in  Africa,  and  arrived,  with  his  family,  at 
the  altars  of  the  Philistines,  by  the  Lake  of  Osiers.  Then 
passing  between  Rusicada  and  the  hilly  country  of  Syria, 
they  travelled  by  the  river  Malva  through  Mauritania  as  far 
as  the  Pillars  of  Hercules ;  and  crossing  the  Tyrrhene  Sea, 
landed  in  Spain,  where  they  continued  many  years,  having 
greatly  increased  and  multiplied.  Thence,  a  thousand  and  two 
years  after  the  Egyptians  were  lost  in  the  Red  Sea,  they  passed 
into  Ireland,  and  the  district  of  DalsiMa.*  At  that  period,  Bru- 
tus, who  first  exercised  the  consular  office,  reigned  over  the 
Romans ;  and  the  state,  which  before  was  governed  by  regal 
^  power,  was  afterwards  ruled,  during  four  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  years,  by  consuls,  tribunes  of  the  peopl^,  and  dictators* 
X  Thp/Rritnna  yftm^  ti\  Britain  in  the  third^eof  th^  world ; 

and  in  the  fourth,  the  Scots  took  possession  of  Ireland. 

^he  Bri  tons  "who," "  suspecting  no  hos^ties,  were  un- 
provided with  the  means  of  defence,  were  unanimously  and 
ingggsantly  attacked,  both  by  the  Scots  from  the  west,  and 
bythe  Picts  from  the  north.  A  long  interval  after  this,  the 
Romans  obtained  the  empire  of  the  world. 

§  16.  From  the  first  arrival  of  the  Saxons  into  Britain, 
to  the  fourth  year  of  king  Mermenus  are  computed  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  years ;  from  the  nativity  of  our 
Lord  to  the  coming  of  St.  Patrick  among  the  Scots^  four 
hundred  and  five  years ;  from  the  deatF  of  bt.  l^rick  to 
ihAi  of  St.  Bridget,  forty  years;  and  from  the  birth  ot 
Columcillef  to  the  death  of  St.  Bridget  four  years.^ 

*  Noith-wettero  pari  of  Antrim  in  Ulster.  f  V.  R.  Columba. 

t  fiooM  MSS.  add,  the  beginning  of  the  calculation  ia  22S  cjdea  of  Ift 


nR8T  nffHABITANTS  OF  britaht.  891 

§  17.  I  have  learned  another  account  of  this  Brutus  from 
the  ancient  books  of  our  ancestors.*  After  the  deluge,  the 
three  sons  of  Noah  severallj  occupied  three  different  parts 
of  the  earth:  Shem  extended  his  borders  ^to  Asia,  Ham 
into  Africa,  and  Japheth  into  Europe. 

The  first  man  that  dwelt  in  Europe  was  Alanus,  with  his 
three  sons,  Hisicion,  Armenon,  and  Neugio.  Hisicion  had 
four  sons,  Francus,  Romanus,  Alamanus,  and  Brutus.  ^ 
Armenon  had  five  sons,  Grothus,  Yalagothus,  Cibidua 
Burgundus,  and  Longobardus.  Neugio  had  three  sons, 
Vandalus,  Saxo,  and  Boganus.  From  Hisicion  arose  four 
nations — the  Franks,  the  Latins,  the  Grermans,  and  Britons  : 
from  Armenon,  the  Gothi,  Yali^othi,  Cibidi,  Burgundi,  and 
Longobardi:  from  Neugio,  the  Bogari,  Vandali,  Saxones^ 
and  Tarin<^.  The  whole  of  Europe  was  subdivided  into 
these  tribes. 

Alanus  is  said  to  have  been  the  son  of  Fethuir  ;t  Fethuir 
the  son  of  Ogomuin,  who  was  the  son  of  Thoi ;  Thoi  was 
the  son  of  Boibus,  Boibus  of  Semion,  Semion  of  Mair, 
Mair  of  Ecthactus,  Ecthactus  of  Aurthack,  Aurthack  of 
Ethec,  Ethec  of  Ooth,  Ooth  of  Aber,  Aber  of  Ra,  Ra  of 
Esraa,  Esraa  of  Hisrau,  Hisrau  of  Bath,  Bath  of  Jobath, 
Jobath  of  Joham,  Joham  of  Japheth,  Japheth  of  Noah, 
Noah  of  Lamech,  Lamech  of  Mathusalem,  Mathusalem  of 
Enoch,  Enoch  of  Jared,  Jared  of  Malalehel,  Malalehel  of 
Cainan,  Cainan  of  Enos,  Enos  of  Seth,  Seth  of  Adam,  and 
Adam  was  formed  bj  the  living  Grod.  We  have  obtained 
this  information  respecting  the  original  inhabitants  of  Britain 
from  ancient  tradition. 

§  18.  The  Britons  were  thus  called  from  Brutus :  Brutus  / 
was  the  son  of  Hisicion,  Hisicion  was  the  son  of  Alanus, 
Alanus  was  the  son  of  Rhea  Silvia,  Rhea  Silvia  was  the 
daughter  of  Nmna  Pompilius,  Numa  was  the  son  of 
Ascanius,  Ascanius  of  Eneas,  Eneas  of  Anchises,  Anchises 
of  Troius,  Troius  of  Dardanus,  Dardanus  of  Flisa,  Flisa  of 

vean  from  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  to  the  arriyal  of  St.  Patrick  in 
Ireland,  and  they  make  4^8  years.  And  from  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick 
to  the  cycle  of  19  years  in  which  we  lire  are  22  cycles,  which  make  421 
years. 

*  This  proTes  the  tradition  of  Brutus  to  be  older  than  Greoffi«y  or 
Tjrnlio,  unless  these  notices  of  Brutus  hare  been  interpolated  in  the  origi- 
Bal  work  of  Nennius.    f  This  genealogy  is  diifereat  In  almost  all  the  MSS. 
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v>V)0^  Jauin,  Juuin  of  Japheth;  but  Japheth  had  seyen  sonsi 

I3  ij^  firom  the  first,  named  Gromer,  descended  the  Galli ;  from  the 

e>l5>cA^       second,   Magog,   the   Scythi   and   Grothi;   fi*om  the  third, 

^^^yoKoLj    Madian,  the  Medi;  from  the  fourth,  Juuan,  the  Greeks; 

^^    Pfeo^'  from  the  fifth,  Tubal,  arose  the  Hebrei,  Hispani,  and  Itali; 

Aj  J  p^  RJ^    froni    the    sixth,    Mosoch,  sprung    the   Cappadoces ;    and 

^  from  the  seventh,  named   Tiras,   descended  the  Thraces: 

these  are  the  sons  of 'Japheth,  the  son  of  Noah,  the  son  of 

Lamech. 

§  19.*  The  Bomans  having  obtained  the  dominion  of  the 
world,  sent  legates  or  deputies  to  the  Britons  to  demand  of 
them  hostages  and  tribute,  which  thej  received  from  all 
other  countries  and  islands ;  but  they,  fierce,  disdainful,  and 
haughty,  treated  the  legation  with  contempt. 

Then  Julius  CsBsar,  the  first  who  had  acquired  absolute 
V  power  at  Rome,  highly  incensed  against  the  Britons,  sailed 
with  sixty  vessels  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  where  thej 
suffered  shipwreck  whilst  he  fought  against  Dolobellus,f  (the 
proconsul  of  the  British  king,  who  was  called  Belinus,^  and 
who  was  the  son  of  Minocannus  who  governed  all  the 
islands  of  the  Tyrrhene  Sea),  and  thus  Julius  Caasar 
returned  home  without  victory,  having  had  his  soldiers  slain, 
and  his  ships  shattered. 

§  20.  But  after  three  years  he  again  appeared  with  a 
large  army,  and  three  hundred  ships,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames,  where  he  renewed  hostilities.  In  this  attempt 
many  of  his  soldiers  and  horses  were  killed ;  for  the  same 
consul  had  placed  iron  pikes  in  the  shallow  part  of  the 
river,  and  this  having  been  efitected  with  so  much  skill  and 
secrecy  as  to  escape  the  notice  of  the  Roman  soldiers,  did 
them  considerable  injury;  thus  Csesar  was  once  more 
compelled  to  return  without  peace  or  victory.  The  Romans 
were,  therefore,  a  third  time  sent  against  the  Britons ;  and 
under  the  command  of  Julius,  defeated  them  near  a  place 
called  Trinovantum  [London],  forty-seven  years  before  the 
bii*th  of  Christ,  and  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve 
years  from  the  creation. 

*  Some  MSS.  add,  1  will  now  return  to  the  point  from  which  I  made 
dik  disrenion. 

f  iTiere  is  here  tome  comiptioii  or  defect  in  the  origin^.  See  Geoffioy 
of  Monmouth,  p.  139  of  this  rolume.        4^  Y.  R.  Canioelanus. 
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Jnlius  was  the  first  exercising  supreme  power  over  the 
Romans  who  invaded  Britain  :  in  honour  of  him  the  Romans 
decreed  the  fifth  month  to  he  called  after  his  name.  He  was 
assassinated  in  the  Curia,  in  the  ides  of  March,  and  Octa- 
vius  Augustus  succeeded  to  the  empire  of  the  world.  lie 
was  the  only  emperor  who  received  tribute  from  the  Britons 
according  to  the  following  verse  of  Virgil : 

"  Purpuroa  intexti  tollant  aulaea  Britanni." 

§  21.  The  second  after  him,  who  came  into  Britain,  was 
the  emperor  Claudius,  who  reigned  forty-seven  years  after  • 
the  birth  of  Christ.  He  carried  with  hun  war  and  devasta- 
tion ;  and,  though  not  without  loss  of  men,  he  at  length  con- 
quered Britain.  He  next  sailed  to  the  Orkneys,  which  he 
likewise  conquered,  and  afterwards  rendered  tributary.  No 
tribute  was  in  his  time  received  from  the  Britons ;  but  it 
was  paid  to  British  emperors.  He  reigned  thirteen  years 
and  eight  months.  His  montunent  is  to  be  seen  at  Moguntia 
(among  the  Lombards),  where  he  died  in  his  way  to  Rome. 

§  22.  After  the  birth  of  Christ,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  years,  king  Lucius,  with  all  the  chiefs  of  the  British 
people,  received  baptism,  in  consequence  of  a  legation  sent 
by  the  Roman  emperors  and  pope  £varistus.* 

§  23.  Sgverus  was  the  third  emperor  who  passed  the  sea  to 
Britain,  where,  to  protect  the  provinces  recovered  from 
barbaric  incursions,  he  ordered  a  i^^  and  a  rampart  to  be  ^ 
made  between  the  Britons,  the  Scots,  and  the  Picts,  extend- 
ing across  the  island  from  sea  to  sea,  in  length  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  f  miles  :  and  it  is  called  in  the  British 
language,  Gwal.^  ^Jioreover,  he  ordered  it  to  be  made  bc- 

*  V.  R.  Eucharifltus.  A  marginal  note  in  the  Anindel  MS.  adds,  <MIe 
IS  WTongt  because  the  first  year  of  Evaristus  was  a.d.  79,  whereas  the 
first  year  of  Eleutherius,  whom  he  ought  to  have  named,  was  a.d.  161/* 
Usher  says,  that  in  one  MS.  of  Nennius  he  found  the  name  of  Eleutherius. 
See  Bede*s  Ecdes.  Hist.  p.  10.  f  Y.  R.  Thirty-two. 

t  Or,  the  Wall.  One  MS.  here  adds,  **  The  aboTe-mentioned  Sererus 
constructed  it  of  rude  workmanship  in  length  13*2  miles  ;  i.  e.  from  Pen- 
goaul,  which  Tillage  is  called  in  Scottish  Osnail,  in  English  Peneltun,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Cluth  and  Cairpentaloch,  where  this  wall  terminates ; 
but  it  was  of  no  araiL  The  emperor  Carausius  afterwards  rebuilt  it,  and 
fortified  it  with  seren  castles  between  the  two  mouths :  he  built  also  a 
ronnd  house  of  polished  stones  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Carun  [Caron]  t 
he  likewise  erected  a  triumphal  arch,  on  which  be  inicribed  hi*  own  naqM 
io  mmnorj  of  hk  yictoiy." 
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tw«en  the  BritonB,  ana  the  Picta  and  Scots ;  for  the  Scots 
frran  the  west,  and  the  Picts  from  the  north,  uDanimously 
made  war  against  the  Britoos  ;  but  were  at  peace  among 
themselves.     Not  long  after  Sevenis  dies  in  Britain. 

§  24.  The  fourth  was  the  emperor  and  tjraot,  Caraudis, 
who,  incensed  at  the  murder  of  Sererus,  passed  into  Britain, 
and  attended  by  the  leaders  of  the  Roman  people>  nrerely 
avenged  upon  the  chie&  and  rulers  of  the  Britons,  the  cause 
of  Sererus." 

§  25.  The  fifth  was  Constantius  the  father  of  Constantine 
the  Great.  He  died  in  Britain  ;  his  sepulchre,  as  it  appears 
hj  the  inscription  on  hia  tomb,  is  still  seen  near  the  city 
named  Cair  aegont  (near  Carnarvon).  Upon  the  pavement  of 
the  ahoye-mentioned  citj  he  sowed  three  seeds  of  gold,  silver, 
^  and  brasa,  that  no  poor  person  might  ever  be  found  in  it.  It 
is  also  called  Minmanton.'j' 

§  26.  Maximianusf  was  the  sixth  emperor  that  ruled  in 
Britain,  It  was  in  his  time  that  consuls  §  began,  and  that 
the  appellation  of  Ciesar  was  discontinued  :  at  this  period 
also,  St.  Martin  became  celebrated  for  his  virtues  and  mira< 
cles,  and  held  a  conversation  with  him. 

§  27.  The  seventh  emperor  was  Maximus.     He  withdrew 

from  Britain  with  all  his  military  force,  slew  Gratian,  the 

king  of  the  Romany,  and    obtained  the  sovereignty  of  all 

Europe.     Unwilling  to  send  bactc  his  warlike  companions  tc 

(heir  wives,  children,  and  possessions  in  Britain,  he  conferred 

upon  them  numerous  districts  from  the  lake  on  the  summit 

of  Mons  Jovis,  to  the  city  called  Cant  Guic,  and  to  the 

western  Tumulns,  that  is,  to  Cruc  Occident  ||     These  are 

the  Armoric  Britons,  and  they  remain  there  to  the  preMut 

*  This  pusBgr  —  —»-.-■  the  meuung  ■  briefly  given  in  the  tniulation. 

i-  V.  R,  Uimi  auntun,  Miimiuito,  Miaimaolone.  The  iS^"** 

lium  of  Antonio  sn  a  diibU  river  named  Sdont,  near  Cunuron. 

t  Thii  U  an  :  >f  Nenniui ;  Huinius  and  Hujouanu  w«ra 

^   one  and  the  loine  penon  ;  or  nthtr  no  nich  pcnon  u  Mixiiuaiiu*  eter 

leigned  in  Britain. 

I  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  ^ret  the  title  of  coniul  to  leTen!  Briliib  gene- 
nis  who  lived  after  thil  time.  It  ii  not  unJikely  that  the  town,  name,  utd 
dignity,  itill  lingered  in  the  pnirince  adeithe  Bomanawera  gone,  particn' 
luly  ■■  the  cil*eB  of  Britain  roaiataiaed  for  a  lime  ■  (pedea  of  indepcod- 


i  Thie  dirtriet,  h. „ 

aard  in  Piedmont  to  Culavic  in 
KMof  Fnaee, 


great  SLB««.  ; 
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day.    In  consequence  of  their  absence,  Britain  being  over- 
come bj  foreign  nations,  the  lawful  heirs  were  cast  out,  till 
QoA  interposed  with  his  assistance.     We  are  informed  by  y/ 
the  tradition  of  our  ancestors  that  seven  emperors  went  into 
Britain,  though  the  Romans  affirm  there  were  nine. 

The  eighth  was  another  Severus,  who  lived  occasionally 
in  Britain,  and  sometimes  at  Rome,  where  he  died. 

The  ninth  was  Constantius  who  reigned  sixteen  years  in 
Britain,  and,  according  to  report,  was  treacherously  murdered 
in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign. 

§  28.  Thus,  agreeably  to  the  account  given  by  the  Britona 
the  Romans  governed  them  four  hundred  and  nine  years. 

After  this,  the  Britons  despised  the  authority  of  the  Romans, 
equally  refusing  to  pay  them  tribute,  or  to  receive  their  kings ; 
nor  durst  the  Romans  any  longer  attempt  the  government 
of  a  country,  the  natives  of  which  massacred  their  deputies. 

§  29.  We  must  now  return  to  the  tyrant  Maximus.  Gra- 
tian,  with  his  brother  Yalentinian,  reigned  seven  years. 
Ambrose,  bishop  of  Milan,  was  then  eminent  for  his  skill  in 
the  dogmata  of  the  Catholics.  Yalentinianus  and  Theodo-> 
sius  reigned  eight  years.  At  that  time  a  synod  was  held  at 
Constantinople,  attended  by  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
fathers,  and  in  which  all  heresies  were  condemned.  Jerome, 
the  presbyter  of  Bethlehem,  was  then  universally  celebrated. 
Whilst  Gratian  exercised  supreme  dominion  over  the  world, 
Maximus,  in  a  sedition  of  the  soldiers,  was  saluted  emperor 
in  Britain,  and  soon  after  crossed  the  sea  to  Gaul.  At  Paris, 
by  the  treachery  of  Mellobaudes,  his  master  of  the  horse, 
Gratian  was  defeated,  and  fleeing  to  Lyons,  was  taken  and 
put  to  death  ;  Maximus  afterwards  associated  his  son  Victor  v' 
in  the  government. 

Martin,  distinguished  for  his  great  virtues,  was  at  this 
period  bishop  of  Tours.  Ailer  a  considerable  space  of  time, 
Maximus  was  divested  of  royal  power  by  the  consuls  Valen- 
tinianus  and  Theodosius,  and  sentenced  to  be  beheaded  at 
the  third  mile-stone  from  Aquileia :  in  the  same  year  also  his 
son  Victor  was  killed  in  Gaul  by  Arbogaste?,  five  thousand 
nix  hundred  and  ninety  years  from  the  creation  of  the  world. 

§  30.  Thrice  were  the  Roman  deputies  put  to  death  by 
the  Britons,  and  yet  these,  when  harassed  by  the  incursions  y  y 
of  the  barbarous  nations,  viz.  of  the  Scots  and  Ficts,  eaniestiy 


\ 
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solicited  the  aid  of  the  Romans.  To  give  effect  to  their  en- 
treaties, ambassadors  were  sent,  who  made  their  entrance 
with  impressions  of  deep  sorrow,  having  their  heads  covered 
with  dust,  and  canying  rich  presents  to  expiate  the  murder 
^  of  the  deputies.  They  were  favourably  received  by  the  con- 
suls, and  swore  submission  to  the  Roman  yoke,  with  what- 
ever severity  it  might  be  imposed. 

The  Romans,  therefore,  came  with  a  powerful  army  to  th€ 
assistance  of  the  Britons  ;  and  having  appointed  over  them 
a  ruler,  and  settled  the  government,  returned  to  Rome :  and 
•  this  took  place  alternately  during  the  space  of  three  hundred 
and  forty-eight  years.  The  Britons,  however,  fronf  the 
oppression  of  the  empire,  again  massacred  the  Roman  depu- 
ties, and  again  petitioned  for  succour.  Once  more  the 
Romans  undertook  the  government  of  the  Britons,  and  assisted 
them  in  repelling  their  neighbours  ;  and,  after  having  ex- 
hausted the  country  of  its  gold,  silver,  brass,  honey,  and 
costly  vestments,  and  having  besides  received  rich  gifts,  they 
returned  in  great  triumph  to  Rome. 

§  31.  After  the  above-said  war  between  the  Britons  and 
Romans,  the  assassination  of  their  rulers,  and  the  victory  of 
Maximus,  who  slew  Gratian,  and  the  termination  of  the 
Roman  power  in  Britain,  they  were  in  alarm  forty  years. 

Vortigem  then  reigned  in  Britain.  In  his  time,  the 
natives  had  cause  of  dread,  not  only  from  the  inroads  of  the 
Scots  and  Picts,  but  also  from  the  Romans,  and  their  appre- 
hensions of  Ambrosius.* 

In  the  meantime,  three  vessels,  exiled  from  Germany, 
arrived  in  Britain.  They  were  commanded  by  Horsa  and 
Hengist,  brothers,  and  sons  of  Wihtgils.  Wihtgils  was  the 
son  of  Witta  ;  Witta  of  Wecta  ;  Wecta  of  Woden  ;  Woden 
of  Frithowald;  Frithowald  of  Frithuwulf;  Frithuwulf  of 
Finn ;  Finn  of  Godwulf ;  Godwulf  of  G^at,  who,  as  they 
say,  was  the  son  of  a  god,  not  f  of  the  omnipotent  Gk>d  and 

*  These  words  relate  evidently  to  tome  cause  of  dispute  between  the 
Romans,  Ambrosius,  and  Vortigem.  Vortigem  is  said  to  have  been  sore- 
reign  of  the  Dimete,  and  Ambrosiiiil  ton  to  the  king  of  the  DanmoniL  The 
latter  was  half  a  Roman  hj  descent,  and  naturally  supported  the  Roman 
interest :  the  former  was  entirely  a  Briton,  and  as  naturally  seconded  by  the 
original  Britons.    See  Whitaker's  Manchester,  b.  ii.  c.  2. 

t  V.  R.  not  the  Ood  of  ^[ods,  the  Amen,  the  Lord  of  Hotts,  but  oee  of 
their  tdolt  which  they  wonhippcd. 
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our  Lord  Jesus  Chnst  (who  before  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  was  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  co-eternal 
and  of  the  same  substance,  and  who,  in  compassion  to  human 
nature,  disdained  not  to  assume  the  form  of  a  servant),  but 
the  offspring  of  one  of  their  idols,  and  whom,  blinded  bj 
some  demon,  thej  worshipped  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
heathen.  Vortigem  received  them  as  friends,  and  delivered 
up  to  them  the  island  which  is  in  their  language  called 
Thanet,  and,  bj  the  Britons,  Ruym.*  Gratianus  JEquantius 
at  that  time  reigned  in  Rome.  The  Saxons  were  receivedl 
hy  Vortigem,  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  years  after  thej^ 
passion  of  Christ,  and,f  according  to  the  tradition  of  our 
ancestors,  from  the  period  of  their  first  arrival  in  Britain, 
to  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edmund,  five  hundred 
and  forty-two  years  ;  and  to  that  in  which  we  now  write,i 
which  is  the  fiflh  of  his  reign,  five  hundred  and  forty-seven| 
years. 

§  32.  At  that  time  St.  Germaims,  distinguished  for  his 
numerous  virtues,  came  to  preach  m  Britain :  by  his  ministry 
many  were  saved ;  but  many  likewise  died  unconverted.  Ot 
the  various  miracles  which  God  enabled  him  to  perform,  I 
shall  here  mention  only  a  few :  I  shall  first  advert  to  that 
concerning  an  iniquitous  and  tyrannical  king,  named  Benlli.| 
The  holy  man,  informed  of  his  wicked  conduct,  hastened  to 
visit  him,  for  the  purpose  of  remonstrating  with  him.  When 
the  man  of  God,  with  his  attendants,  arrived  at  the  gate  of 
the  city,  they  were  respectfully  received  by  the  keeper  of  it, 
who  came  out  and  saluted  them.  Him  they  commissioned  to 
communicate  their  intention  to  the  king,  who  returned  a 
harsh  answer,  declaring,  with  an  oath,  that  although  they 
remained  there  a  year,  they  should  not  enter  the  city.  While 
waiting  for  an  answer,  the  evening  came  on,  and  they  knew 
not  where  to  go.  At  length,  came  one  of  the  king's  servants, 
who  bowing  himself  before  the  man  of  Crod,  announced  the 

*  Sometimes  called  Ruoichin,  Riiith-in,  or  '^  river  island,"  separated 
from  the  rest  of  Kent  and  the  mainland  of  Britab  bj  the  estuary  of  the 
Wantsimi,  which,  though  now  a  small  brook,  was  fonnerlj  navigable  fof 
lafge  vessels,  and  in  B^e's  time  was  three  stadia  broad,  and  ford&le  onlj 
at  two  places.     See  Bede*s  Eccles.  Hist  p.  37,  note, 

t  The  rest  of  this  sentence  is  omitted  in  some  of  the  MSS. 

t  King  of  Fowys.  V.  R.  Benli  in  the  district  of  lul  (in  Derbjabir^) ) 
in  the  di^rict  of  Dalrir^a;  Belinus;  Beluni;  and  Benty. 
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)  worda  of  the  tyrant,  inviting  them,  at  the  same  time^  to  hia 
*»Qii  NJ  i  ^  own  house,  to  which  they  went,  and  were  kindly  receiired. 
v\3  (JScX5L^  It  happened,  however,  that  he  had  no  cattle,  except  one  cow 
and  a  calf,  the  latter  of  which,  urged  by  generous  hospitality 
to  his  guests,  he  killed,  dressed,  and  set  before  them.  But 
~  ms  ordered  his  companions  not  to  break  a 

bone  of  the  calf  j^  and,  the  next  morning,  it  was  found  alive 
^   uninjured,  and  standing  by  its  mother. 

§  33.  Early  the  same  day,  they  again  went  to  the  gate  of 
the  city,  to  solicit  audience  of  the  wicked  king  ;  and,  whibt 
engaged  in  fervent  prayer  they  were  waiting  for  admission,  a 
man,  covered  with  sweat,  came  out,  and  prostrated  himself 
before  them.  Then  St.  G^rmanus,  addressing  him,  said, 
"  Dost  thou  believe  in  the  Holy  Trinity  ? "  To  which  the 
man  having  replied,  "  I  do  believe,"  he  baptized,  and  kissed 
him,  saying,  "  Go  in  peace  ;  within  this  hour  thou  shalt  die : 
the  angels  of  God  are  waiting  for  thee  in  the  air ;  with  them 
thou  shalt  ascend  to  that  Grod  in  whom  thou  hast  believed.** 
He,  overjoyed,  entered  the  city,  and  being  met  by  the  prefect, 
was  seized,  bound,  and  conducted  before  the  tyrant,  who 
having  passed  sentence  upon  him,  he  was  immediately  put  to 
death  ;  for  it  was  a  law  of  this  wicked  king,  that  whoever 
was  not  at  his  labour  before  sun-rising  should  be  beheaded  in 
the  citadel.  In  .the  meantime,  St.  Germanus,  with  his  attend- 
ants, waited  the  whole  day  before  the  gate,  without  obtaining 
admission  to  t&e  tyrant. 

§  34.  The  man  above-mentioned,  however,  remained  with 
them.  *'  Take  care,"  said  St  Grermanus  to  him,  "  that  none 
of  your  friends  remain  this  night  within  fhese  walls.  Upon 
this  he  hastily  entered  the  city,  brought  out  his  nine  sons, 
and  with  them  retired  to  the  house  where  he  had  exercised 
such  generous  hospitality.  Here  St  Germanus  ordered  them 
to  continue,  fasting ;  and  when  the  gates  were  shut,  "Watch," 
said  he,  "  and  whatever  shall  happen  in  the  citadel,  turn  not 
thither  your  eyes  ;  but  pray  without  ceasing,  and  invoke  the 
protection  of  the  true  Grod***  And,  behold,  early  in  the 
night,  fire  fell  from  heaven,  and  burned  the  city,  together  with 
all  those  who  were  with  the  tyrant,  so  that  not  one  escaped  { 
and  tliat  citadel  has  never  been  rebuilt  even  to  this  day. 

§  3d.  The  following  day,  the  hospitable  man  who  had 
beoa  converted  by  the  preaching  of  St  Germanus^ 
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baptised,  with  his  sons,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  part 
of  the  country ;  and  St.  Grennanus  blessed  him,  saying,  **  a 
king  shall  not  be  wanting  of  thy  seed  for  ever."  The  name 
of  this  person  is  Catel  Drunluc  :*  '*  from  henceforward  thou 
shalt  be  a  king  all  the  days  c£  thy  life."  Thus  was  fulfilled 
the  prophecy  of  the  Psalmist :  "  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out 
of  the  dust,  and  lifteth  up  the  needy  out  of  the  dunghilL** 
And  agreeably  to  the  prediction  of  St  Grennanus,  from  a 
servant  he  became  a  king  :  all  his  sons  were  kings,  and  from 
their  offspring  the  whole  country  of  Powys  has  been  governed 
to  this  day. 

§  36.  After  the  Saxons  had  continued  some  time  in  the 
isUmd  of  Thanet,  Yortigem  promised  to  supply  them  with 
clothing  and  provision,  on  condition  they  would  engage  to 
fight  against  the  enemies  of  his  country.  But  the  barbarians  ^ 
having  greatly  increased  in  number,  the  Britons  became 
incapable  of  fulfilling  their  engagement^  and  when  the 
Saxons,  according  to  the  promise  they  had  received,  claimed 
a  supply  of  provisions  and  clothing,  the  Britons  replied, 
**  Your  number  is  increased  ;  your  assistance  is  now  un- 
necessary ;  you  may,  therefore,  return  home,  for  we  can 
no  longer  support  you  ;  **  and  hereupon  they  b^an  to  devise 
means  of  breaking  the  peace  between  them. 

§  37.  But  Hengist,  in  whom  united  craft  and  penetration, 
perceiving  he  had  to  act  with  an  ignorant  king,  and  a  fluctu- 
ating people,  incapable  of  opposing  much  resistance,  replied  ^ 
to  Vortigem,  "  We  are,  indeed,  few  in  number  ;  but,  if  you 
will  give  us  leave,  we  will  send  to  our  country  for  an 
additional  number  of  forces,  with  whom  we  will  fight  for  you 
and  your  subjects."  Yortigem  assenting  to  this  proposal, 
messengers  were  despatch^  to  Scythia,  where  selecting  a 
number  of  warlike  troops,  they  returned  with  sixteen  vessels, 
bringing  with  them^the  beautiful  daughter  of  Hengist. )  And 
now  the  Saxon  chief  prepared  an  entertainment,  to  which  he  . 
invited  the  king,  his  officers,  and  Ceretic,  his  interpreter,  ^ 
having  previously  enjoined  Ids  daughter  to  serve  them  so 
profusely  with  wine  and  ale,  that  they  might  soon  become 
intoxicated.  This  plan  succeeded ;  and  Yortigem,  at  the 
Instigation  of  the  devil,  and  enamoured  with  the  beauty 

*  Or  Cadell  Dejrmllug,  f  rince  of  the*  Yale  Royal  and  the  upper  pun 
of  Powjti 
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of  the  damsel,  demanded  her,  througli  the  medium  of  his 
interpreter,  of  the  father,  promising  to  give  for  her  wliatever 
he  should  ask.  Then  Hengist,  who  had  already  consulted 
with  the  elders  who  attended  him  of  the  Oghgul*  race, 
demanded  for  his  daughter  the  province,  called  in  English, 
Centland,  in  British,  Ceint,  (Kent.)  This  cession  was  made 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  king,  Guoyrancgonus,f  who 
then  reigned  in  Kent,  and  who  experienced  no  inconsiderable 
share  of  grief,  from  seeing  his  kingdom  thus  clandestinelj, 
fraudulently,  and  imprudently  resigned  to  foreigners.  Thus 
tiic  maid  was  delivered  up  to  the  king,  who  slept  inth  her, 
and  loved  her  exceedingly. 

§  38.  Hengist,  after  this,  said  to  Vortigem,  "  I  will  be  to 
you  both  a  father  and  an  adviser  ;  despise  not  my  counsels, 
and  you  shall  have  no  reason  to  fear  being  conquered  by  any 
man  or  any  nation  whatever  ;  for  the  people  of  my  country 
are  strong,  warlike,  and  robust :  if  you  approve,  I  will  send 
for  my  son  and  his  brother,  both  valiant  men,  who  at  my 
invitation  will  fight  against  the  Scots,  and  you  can  give  them 
the  countries  in  the  north,  near  the  wall  called  Gttal"  X  The 
incautious  sovereign  having  assented  to  this,  Octa  and  Ebusa 
arrived  with  forty  ships.  In  these  they  sailed  roilnd  the 
country  of  the  Picts,  laid  waste  the  Orkneys,  and  took 
possession  of  many  regions,  even  to  the  Pictish  confines.  § 

But  Hengist  continued,  by  degrees,  sending  for  ships  from 
his  own  country,  so  that  some  islands  whence  they  came  were 
left  without  inhabitants ;  and  whibt  his  people  were  increas- 
ing in  power  and  number,  they  came  to  the  above-named 
province  of  Kent. 

§  39.  In  the  meantime,  Vortigem,  as  if  desirous  of  add- 
ing to  the  evils  he  had  already  occasioned,  married  his  own 
daughter,  by  whom  he  had  a  son.     When  this  was  made 

*  V.  R.  Who  had  come  with  him  from  the  island  of  Oghgul,  Oehgul 
(or  Tingle),  Angul.  According  to  Gunn,  a  small  island  in  the  duchj  of 
Sleswick  in  Denmark,  now  called  Angel,  of  which  Flensburg  is  the  metro- 
polis.    Hence  the  origin  of  the  AngUt, 

t  y.  R.  Gnoiram  cono,  Goiranegono,  Guoirucgono.  Malmesbtuyy  Go> 
rougi ;  Camden,  Guorong,  supposed  to  mean  governor,  or  Ticeroj. 

X  Antoninus*8  wall. 

**  <■  H'  M  ^>  .i'!'l,  •' 1m  \'"  .1  t^  *  Frriuji'c,  Frr>i'cum  for  Fr(*nic)fleii.*'i.  «. 
wuicli  i»  beiMecu  ua  aiio  itie  :>c'oich.  I  lit*  m^  oelweea  Scotittud  and  lielaml. 
Camden  translates  it  **  beyond  the  Frith  ;^^  Langhome  says,  ^  Solwigr  Frith.** 
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known  to  St  Grermanns,  he  came,  with  all  the  British  clergy, 
to  reprove  him :  and  wldlgt  a  numerous  assembly  of  the  eccle- 
siasties  and  laity  were  in  consultation,  the  weak  king  ordered 
his  daughter  to  appear  before  them,  and  in  the  presence  of 
all  to  present  her  son  to  St  Grermanus,  and  declare  that  he 
was  the  father  of  the  child.  The  immodest*  woman  obeyed ; 
and  St.  Grermanus,  taking  the  child,  said,  "  I  will  be  a  father 
to  you,  my  son ;  nor  will  I  dismiss  you  till  a  razor,  scis- 
sors, and  comb,  are  given  to  me,  and  it  is  allowed  you  to 
give  them  to  your  carnal  father."  The  child  obeyed  St. 
Grermanus,  and,  going  to  his  father  Yortigem,  said  to  him, 
"  Thou  art  my  father ;  shave  and  cut  the  hair  of  my  head." 
The  king  blushed,  and  was  silent ;  and,  without  replying  to 
the  chil^  arose  in  great  anger,  and  fled  from  the  presence  of 
St  Grermanus,  execrated  and  condemned  by  the  whole  synod. 
§  40.  But  soon  after,  calling  together  his  twelve  wise 
men,  to  consult  what  was  to  be  done,  they  said  to  him,  "  Re- 
tire to  the  remote  boundaries  of  your  kingdom  ;  there  build 
and  fortify  a  city  t  to  defend  yourself,  for  the  people  you  have 
received  are  tr^EiCherous ;  they  are  seeking  to  subdue  you  by 
stratagem,  and,  even  during  your  life,  to  seize  upon  all  the 
countries  subject  to  your  power,  how  much  more  will  they 
attempt,  after  your  death  !"  The  king,  pleased  with  this 
advice,  departed  with  his  wise  men,  and  travelled  through 
many  parts  of  his  territories,  in  search  of  a  place  convenient 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  citadel.  Having,  to  no  pur- 
pose, travelled  far  and  wide,  they  came  at  length  to  a  pro- 
vince called  Guenet  4  and  having  surveyed  the  mountains  of 
Heremus,§  they  discovered,  on  the  smnmit  of  one  of  them,  a 
situation,  adapted  to  the  construction  of  a  dtadeL  Upon 
this,  the  wise  men  said  to  the  king,  "  Build  here  a  city ;  for, 
in  this  place,  it  will  ever  be  secure  against  the  barbarians." 
Then  the  king  sent  for  artificers,  carpenters,  stone-masons, 
and  collepted  fdl  the  materials  requisite  to  bidlding ;  but  the 
whole  of  these  disappeared  in  one  night,  so  that  nothing  re- 

•  v.  R.^'Immodcrt"  is  omitted  in  tome  MSS. 

f  v.  R.  Yon  shall  find  a  fortified  dtj  in  which  jon^maj  defend  joonelfl 

,t  V.  R.  Ouined,  Gnoienet,  Gnenes,  North  Wales.'^ 

$  y.  R.  Hemni,  Henri,  or  Eryri,  signifring  eagle  rocks,  the  monntaint 
of  Snowdon,  in  Carnarvonshire.  The  spot  alluded  to  is  suppoted  to  bt 
Wmm  ISmeyw,  or  the  inrtress  of  Ambrosias. 
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mained  of  what  had  been  provided  for  the  oonstmcting  of 
the  citadel.  Materials  were,  therefore,  from  all  parts,  pro* 
cared  a  second  and  third  time,  and  again  vanished  as  before^ 
leaving  and  rendering  every  effort  ineffectual.  Yortigem 
inquired  of  his  wise  men  the  cause  of  this  opposition  to  his 
undertaking,  and  of  so  much  useless  expense  of  labour  ? 
Thej  replied,  ^^  You  must  find  a  child  bom  without  a  fiGttheri 
put  him  to  death,  and  sprinkle  with  his  blood  the  ground 
on  which  the  citadel  is  to  be  built,  or  you  will  never  accom- 
plish your  purpo9e." 

§  41.  In  consequence  of  this  reply,  the  king  sent  messen- 
gers throughout  Britain,  in  search  of  a  child  bom  without  a 
father.     After  having  inquired  in  all  the  provinces,  they 
came  to  the  field  of  3Electi,*  in  the  district  of  Gleve8ing,t 
where  a  party  of  boys  were  playing  at  ball.     And  two  of 
them  quarrelling,  one  said  to  the  other,  '^  O  boy  without  a 
father,  no  good  will  ever  happen  to  you."     Upon  this,  the 
messengers  diligently  inquired  of  the  mother  and  the  other 
boys,  whether  he  had  had  a  father  ?    Which  his  mother  de- 
nied,  saying,  ^'In  what  manner  he  was  conceived  I  know 
^  not,  for  I  have  never  had  intercourse  with  any  man  ;**  and 
then  she  solemnly  affirmed  that  he  had  no  mortal  father.   The 
boy  was,  therefore,  led  away,  and  conducted  before  Yorti- 
gem the  king. 

§  42.  A  meeting  took  place  the  next  day  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  him  to  death.     Then  the  boy  said  to  the  lung, 
"  Why  have  your  servants  brought  me  hither  ?"    "  That  you 
may  be  put  to  death,"  replied  the  king,  "  and  that  the  ground 
on  which  my  citadel  is  to  stand,  may  be  sprinkled  with  your 
blood,  without  which  I  shall  be  unable  to  build  it"   "  Who,** 
said  the  boy,  "  instructed  you  to  do  this  ?  "     "  My  wise 
men,"  answered  the  king.     "  Order  them  hither,"  returned 
the  boy ;  this  being  complied  with,  he  thus  questioned  them : 
^^  By  what  means  was  it  revealed  to  you  that  this  citadel 
could  not  be  bmlt,  unless  the  spot  were  previously  sprinkled 
with  my  blood  ?     Speak  without  disguise  and  declare  vrhc 
discovered  me  to  you ;"  then  turning  to  the  king,  "  I  "wil 
soon,"  said  he,  '^unfold  to  you  every  thing;  but  I  desire  t 
question  your  wise  men,  and  wish  them  to  disclose  to  yo 

*  V.  R.  Elleti,  Elect!,  GleU.  Sappowd  to  be  Baanlig  in  Monxnouthflid 
i  The  dkifict  between  the  Uak  and  Rumnej,  in  MomnoBtltfhive. 
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what  is  bidden  under  this  pavement  :**  thej  acknowledging 
their  ignorance,  ^'  there  is,"  said  he,  **  a  pool ;  come  and  dig :" 
they  did  so^  and  found  the  pool.    '^Now,"  continued  he^ 
«tell  me  what  is  in  it; **  but  thej  were  ashamed,  and  made 
no  reply.     "  I,"  said  the  boy,  "  can  discover  it  to  you :  there 
are  two  vases  in  the  pool  ;**  th^  examined,  and  found  it  so : 
continuing  his  questions,  **  What  is  in  the  vases  ?"  they  were 
silent :  "  there  is  a  tent  in  them,"  said  the  boy ;  "  separate 
them,  and  you  shall  find  it  so ;"  this  being  done  by  the  king's 
command,  there  was  found  in  them  a  folded  tent.     The  boy, 
going  on  with  his  questions,  asked  the  wise  men  what  was  in 
it?    But  they  not  knowing  what  to  reply,  "There  are,** 
said  he,  "two  serpents,  one  white  and  the  other  red;  unfold 
the  tent;"  they  obeyed,  and  two  sleeping  serpents  were  dis- 
covered; "consider  attentively,"  said  the  boy,  "what  they 
are  doing."    The  serpents  began  to  struggle  with  each  other ; 
and  the  wliite  one,  raising  himself  up,  threw  down  the  other 
into  the  middle  of  the  tent,  and  sometimes  drove  him  to  the 
edge  of  it ;  and  this  was  repeated  thrice.     At  length  the  red 
one,   apparently  the  weaker  of   the  two,  recovering  his 
strengtn,  expcdled  the  white  one  from  the  tent;  and  the 
latter  being  pursued  through  the  pool  by  the  red  one^  disap- 
peared.    Then  the  boy,  asking  the  wise  men  wlutt  was 
signified  by  this  wonderful  omen,  and  they  expressing  their  •^ 
ignorance,  he  said  to  the  king,  "  I  will  now  unfold  to  you 
the  meaning  of  this  mystery.     The  pool  is  the  emblem  of 
this  world,  and  the  tent  that  of  your  kingdom :  the  two  ser- 
pents are  two  dragons ;  the  red  serpent  is  your  dragon,  but 
the  white  serpent  is  the  dragon  of  the  people  who  occupy 
several  provinces  and  districts  of  Britain,  even  almost  from 
sea  to  sea:  at  Igi^h,  however^  our  people  shall  rise. and 
^ive  away^the  R^^nn  race  Jrom  bevond  the  sea,  whence 
iEej  originally  came ;  but  do  you  depart  from  this  place,  where 
yoQ  are  not  permitted  to  erect  a  citadel ;  I,  to  whom  fate  has 
allotted  this  mansion,  shall  remain  here ;  whilst  to  you  it  is 
incumbent  to  seek  other  provinces,  where  you  may  build  a 
fortress."     "What  is  your  name?"  asked  the  king ;  "I  am 
called  Ambrose  (in  British  Embreaguletic),"  returned  the  v^ 
bov;  and  in  answer  to  the  king's  question,  "What  is  your 
ofOn^ji?^  he  replied,  "  A  Boman  consul  was  my  &ther." 
iNt     Tlien  the  king  asrigned  him  that  city,  with  all  the  wfilerm 
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pfovinces  of  Britain ;  and  departing  with  his  wise  men  to 
the  sinistral  district,  he  arrived  in  the  region  named  Ghieneri, 
where  he  bmlt  a  oily  which,  according  to  his  name,  was  called 
Cair  Guorth^im.* 

§  43.  At  length  Yortimer,  the  son  of  Yortigern,  valiantly 
fought  against  Hengist,  Horsa,  and  his  people  ;  drove  them 
to  the  isle  of  Thanet,  and  thrice  enclosed  them  within  it,  and 
beset  them  on  the  western  side. 

The  Saxons  now  despatched  deputies  to  Germany  to  solicit 
large  reinforcements,  and  an  additional  number  of  ships : 
having  obtained  these,  they  fought  against  the  kings  and 
princes  of  Britain,  and  sometimes  extended  their  boundaries 
by  victory,  and  sometimes  were  conquered  and  driven  back. 

§  44»  Four  times  did  Yortimer  valorously  encounter  the 
enemy  ;t  the  first  has  been  mentioned,  the  second  was  upoK 
the  river  Darent,  the  third  at  the  Ford,  in  their  language 
called  Epsford,  though  in  ours  Set  thii^gabaily^  there  Horsa 
fell,  and  Catigem,  the  son  of  Yortigem ;  the  fourth  battle  he 
fought,  waS^neSr  the  stone  §  on  the  shore  of  the  Grallic  sea/ 
where  the  Saxons  being  defeated,  fled  to  their  ships.  ^ 

*  An  ancient  scholiast  adda^  ^  He  then  built  Guaamoric,  near  Lugubali^ 
[Carlisle],  a  city  which  in  English  is  called  Palmecaster.**  Some  differ- 
ence of  opinion  exists  among  witiquaries  respecting  the  site  of  Vortigem's 
castle  or  citj.  Usher  places  it  at  Owent,  Monmouthshire,  which  name, 
he  says,  was  taken  from  Caer- Went,  near  Chepstow.  This  appears  to  agree 
with  Geofiey's  account,  in  page  208  of  this  volume.  See  Usher's  Britan. 
Ecdes.  cap.  v.  p.  23.  According  to  othera,  supposed  to  be  the  city  from 
the  ruins  of  which  arose  the  castle  of  Gurthremon,  in  Radnorshire,  Cam- 
ien's  Britannia,  p.,  479.  Whitaker,  however,  says  that  Cair  Guorthegim 
waa  the  Maridunum  of  the  Romans,  and  the  present  Caermarthen.  (HisL 
of  Bfanchester,  book  iL  c.  1.)    See  also  Nennius,  sec.  47. 

t  Some  MSS.  here  add,  **  This  Yortimer,  the  son  of  Yortigem,  in  a  synod 
held  at  Guarthemiaun,  after  the  wicked  king,  on  account  of  the  incest  com- 
mitted  with  his  daughter,  fled  from  the  fSsoe  of  Germanus  and  the  British 
cleigy,  would  not  consent  to  hk  Other's  wickedness  ;  but  returning  to  St. 
Gtormamis,  and  Ailing  down  at  his  feet,  he  sued  for  pardon ;  and  in  atone- 
ment for  the  calumny  brooght  upon  Germaooi  by  his  faUier  and  sister, 
gave  him  the  land,  in  which  the  fStnementioned  bishop  had  eoduied  such 
abuie,  to  be  his  own  for  ever.  Whence,  in  memoiy  of  St  Gennanus,  it 
received  tin  name  of  Ouaieoniaun  (Guaithemiann^  Ghirthrenkm,  Gwarth 
Ennian)  wtkih  n^ntfies^  a  cahmmif  jutUff  rtivrtmi^  mcei-when  he  thought 
%o  leproaeh  the  bMhop,  he  ooTcrad  himself  with  leproac^" 

X  Accoralng  to  Lan^ome  (p.  18),  Bpaford  was  amrwards  called,  in 
the  British  tongue,  Saenenatg  hohmiif  or  *  the  slaughter  of  tlttSasoDt.* 
Seaalio  the  note  at  page  188  of  this  volume.  $Y.  R.*<The 

of  TMh,  ihaof^i  to  be  Stona  hi  Kent,  or  LugBMtooib  in  Snflblk. 
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After  a  abort  intenral  Vortimer  died ;  before  his  decetae, 
anxious  for  tbe  future  prosperi^  of  bis  country,  be  cbarged 
his  friends  to  inter  bis  bodj  at  tbe  entrance  of  tbe  Saxon 
port,  viz.  upon  tbe  rock  where  tbe  Saxons  first  landed  ;  "  for 
though/'  said  be,  '^  thej  may  inhabit  other  parts  of  Britain, 
yet  if  you  foUow  my  commands,  they  wiU  never  remain  in 
this  island.**  They  imprudently  disobeyed  this  last  injunc- 
tion, and  neglected  to  bury  him  where  he  had  appointed.* 

§  45.  After  this  the  barbarians  became  firmly  incorpo- 
rated, and  were  assisted  by  foreign  pagans ;  for  Vortigemf  >o8»j^O  '^  v 
was  their  friend,  on  account  of  the  daughterf  of  Hengist,  o  c\ 
whom  he  so  much  loved,  that  no  one  durst  fight  against  bimtToNjvMK^ 
— ^in  the  meantime  they  soothed  tbe  imprudent  king,  an<^ly^ 
whibt  practising  every  appearance  of  fondness,  were  plotting^y^^Ajl .^ 
with  bis  enemies.     And  let  him  that  reads  understand,  that 
the  Saxons  were  mVfiariniifl^  ^nA  vuX^A  JintMn^  not  from         / 
their  superior  prowess,  but  on  account  of  the  great  sins  of     Y 

tbft  Ttritnnq  j_j,j^  aiL'pffrmTiting  it. 

For  what  wise  man  will  resist  the  wholesome  counsel  of 
Giod  ?  Tbe  Almighty  is  the  Eling  of  kings,  and  the  Lord  of 
lords,  ruling  and  judging  every  one,  according  to  bis  own 
pleasure. 

After  the  death  of  Vortimer,  Hengist  being  strengthened 
by  new  accessions,  collected  his  ships,  and  calling  his  leaders 
together,  consulted  by  what  stratagem  they  might  overcome 
Vortigem  and  bis  army ;  with  insidious  intention  they  sent 
messengers  to  tbe  king,  with  offers  of  peace  and  perpetual 
friendship ;  unsuspicious  of  treachery,  tbe  monarch,  after 
advising  with  bis  elders,  accepted  tbe  proposals. 

§  46.  Hengis^  under  pretence  of  ratifying  the  treaty,  pre- 
pared an  entertainment,  to  which  be  invited  tbe  king,  tbe 
nobles,  and  military  officers,  in  number  about  three  hundred ; 
speciously  concealing  bb  wicked  intention,  be  ordered  three 
hundred  Saxons  to  conceal  each  a  knife  under  bis  feet,  and 
to  mix  with  the  Britons  ;  "  and  when,"  said  be,  **  they  are 
sufficiently  inebriated,  &c.  cry  out,  *  Nimed  eure  Saxes,'  then 
l3t  each  draw  his  knife,  and  kill  bis  man ;  but  spare  the  king, 

*  Rapin  mys  he  was  buried  at  Lincoln  ;  Geoftej,  at  London,  see  p.  189. 
f  y .  R.  Of  his  wife^  and  no  one  was  able  manfollj  Xq  drive  them  off  b»- 
tbey  had  occupied  Britain  not  from  their  own  yalour,  but  by  Godl 
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on  aooonnt  of  his  marriage  with  my  daughter,  for  it  is  better 
that  he  should  be  ransomed  than  killed."* 

The  king  with  his  company,  appeared  at  the  feast ;  and 
mixing  with  the  Saxons,  who,  whilst  thej  spoke  peace  with 
their  tongues,  cherished  treachery  in  their  hearts,  each  man 
was  placed  next  his  enemy. 

After  they  had  eaten  and  drunk,  and  were  much  intoxi- 
cated, Hengist  suddenly  vociferated,  *'  Nimed  euro  Saxes  !" 
and  instantiy  his  adherents  drew  their  knives,  and  rushing 
upon  the  Britons,  each  slew  him  that  sat  next  to  him,  and 
there  was  slain  three  hundred  of  the  nobles  of  Yortigem. 
The  king  being  a  captive,  purchased  his  redemption,  by  de* 
livering  up  the  three  provinces  of  East,  South,  and  Middle 
Sex,  besides  other  districts  at  the  option  of  his  betrayers. 

§  47.  St  Grermanus  admonished  Yortigem  to  turn  to  the 
true  God,  and  abstain  from  all  unlawful  intercourse  with  his 
daughter ;  but  the  unhappy  wretch  fled  for  refuge  to  the 
province  6uorthegimami,t  so  called  from  his  own  name, 
where  he  concealed  himself  with  his  wives :  but  St.  Grer- 
manus followed  him  with  all  the  British  clergy,  and  upon  a 
rock  prayed  for  his  sins  during  forty  days  and  forty  nights. 

The  blessed  man  was  unanimously  chosen  commander 
against  the  Saxons.  And  then,  not  by  the  clang  of  trum- 
pets, but  by  praying,  singing  halleluji^  and  by  the  cries  of 
the  army  to  God,  the  enemies  were  routed,  and  driven  evea 
tojhe  sea.$ 

Again  Yortigem  ignominiously  flew  from  St  Grermanus 
to  the  kingdom  of  the  Dimetsa,  where,  on  the  river  Towy,§ 
he  built  a  castle,  which  he  named  Cair  Guothergim.  The 
siunt,  as  usual,  followed  him  there,  and  with  his  clergy  fasted 
and  prayed  to  the  Lord  three  days,  and  as  many  nights.  On 
the  third  night,  at  the  third  hour,  fire  fell  suddenly  from 
heaven,  and  totally  burned  the  castle.  Yortigem,  the  daughter 
of  Hengist,  his  other  wives,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  both  men 
and  women,  miserably  perished :  such  was  the  end  of  this  on* 
happy  king,  as  we  find  written  in  the  life  of  St  Grermanus* 

§  48.  Others  assure  us,  that  being  hated  by  all  the  pec^kle 
of  Britain,  for  having  received  the  Saxons,  and  being  pub* 

*  The  yy.  RR.  of  this  section  are  too  numerous  to  be  inserted. 

t  A  district  of  Radnorshire,  forming  the  present  hundred  of  Rhaiadr.     ' 

t  V.R.  This  paragraph  is  Quitted  in  the  MSS.  $  The  Tobiu  of  PtolMB|r« 
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liclj  charged  bj  St  Gknnanns  and  the  clergy  in  the  sight  of 
Grod,  he  betook  himself  to  flight ;  and,  that  deserted  and  a 
wanderer,  he  sought  a  place  of  refuge,  till  broken  hearted, 
he  made  an  ignominious  end. 

Some  accounts  state,  that  the  earth  opened  and  swallowed 
him  up,  on  the  night  his  castle  was  burned ;  as  no  remains 
were  discovered  the  following  morning,  either  of  him,  or  of 
those  who  were  burned  with  him. 

He  had  three  sons :  the  eldest  was  Yortimer,  who,  as  we 
have  seen,  fought  four  times  against  the  Saxons,  and  put  them 
to  flight ;  the  second  Categirn,  who  was  slain  in  the  same 
battle  with  Horsa ;  the  third  was  Pascent,  who  reigned  in 
the  two  provinces  Builth  and  Guorthegimaim,*  after  the 
death  of  his  father.  These  were  granted  him  by  Ambrosius, 
who  was  the  great  king  among  the  kings  of  Britain.  The 
fourth  was  Faustus,  bom  of  an  incestuous  marriage  with  his 
daughter,  who  was  brought  up  and  educated  bj  St.  G^rma- 
nus.  He  built  a  large  monastery  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Renis,  called  after  lus  name,  and  which  remains  to  the  pre- 
sent periodf 

§  49.  This  is  the  genealogy  of  Yortigem,  which  goes  back 
to  Femvail,^  who  reigned  in  the  kingdom  of  Guorthegir- 
naim,§  and  was  the  son  of  Teudor  ;  Tender  was  the  son  of 
Pascent ;  Pascent  of  Guoidcant ;  Guoidcant  of  Moriud ; 
Moriud  of  Eltat ;  Eltat  of  Eldoc  ;  Eldoc  of  Paul ;  Paul  of 
Mcuprit ;  Meuprit  of  Braciat ;  Braciat  of  Pascent ;  Pascent 
of  Guorthegirn ;  Guorthegim  of  Guortheneu ;  Guortheneu  of 
Guitaul ;  Guitaul  of  Guitolion  ;  Guitolion  of  Gloui.  Bonus, 
Paul,  Mauron,  Guotelin,  were  four  brothers,  who  built  Gloi- 
uda,  a  great  city  upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Severn,  and  in 
British  is  called  Cair  Gloui,  in  Saxon,  Gloucester.  Enough 
has  been  said  of  Yortigem.  y 

§  60.  St.  G^rmanus,  after  his  death,  returned  into  his  own 
country. 

JAt  that  time,  the  Saxons  greatly  increased  in  Britain, 

*  In  the  northern  part  of  the  present  countiet  of  Radnor  and  Bredmock. 

t  y.  R.  The  MSS.  add,'  and  he  had  one  daughter,  who  was  the  mother 
ofStFaustua.' 

X  Ferafail,  or  Furinmail,  appean  to  hare  been  king  of  Qwentor  Mob* 
BOttth.  $  V.  R.  <  Two  prorincefl,  Builth  and  Guo«iheginiaim.' 

I  y.  R.  All  this  to  the  word  <  Amen,'  in  other  1IS&  »  placed  after  the 
lagWoCStPatnck. 
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both  in  strength  and  numbers.  And  Octa,  after  the  death 
of  his  father  Hengist,  came  from  the  sinistral  part  of  the 
island  to  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  and  from  him  have  proceeded 
all  the  kings  of  that  province,  to  the  present  period. 

Then  it  was,  that  the  magnanimous  Arthur,  with  all  the 
kings  and  military  force  of  Britain,  fought  against  the 
Saxons.  And  though  there  were  many  more  noble  than 
liimself,  yet  he  was  twelve  times  chosen  their  commander, 
and  was  as  often  conqueror.  The  first  battle  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gleni.*  Tiie 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  were  on  another  river,  by  the 
Britons  called  Duglas,!  in  the  region  Linuis.  The  sixth, 
on  the  river  Bassas4  "^^^  seventh  in  the  wood  Celidon, 
which  the  Britons  call  Cat  Coit  Celidon.  §  The  eighth 
was  near  Gumion  castle,  ||  where  Arthur  bore  the  image  of 
the  Holy  yirgin,ir  mother  of  God,  upon  his  shoulders,  and 
through  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  holy 
Mary,  put  the  Saxons  to  fiight,  and  pursued  them  the  whole 
day  with  great  slaughter.**  The  ninth  was  at  the  City  of 
L^on^f  f  which  is  called  Cair  Lion.     The  tenth  was  on  the 


*  Supposed  by  some  to  be  the  Glem,  in  Lincolnshire  ;  but  most  probabi  j 
the  Glen,  in  the  northern  part  of  NorUiumberland. 

f  Or  Dubglas.  The  little  river  Dunglas,  which  formed  the  southern 
boundaiy  of  Lothian.  Whitaker  says,  the  river  Duglas,  in  Lancashire, 
near  Wigan. 

t  Not  a  river,  but  an  isolated  rock  in  the  Frith  of  Fc/th,  near  the  town 
of  North  Berwick*  odled  **  The  Bass."  Some  think  it  is  the  river  Lusas,  in 
Hampshire. 

§  The  Caledonian  forest ;  or  the  forest  of  Englewood,  extending  from 
Penrith  to  Carlisle. 

11  Variously  supposed  to  be  in  Cornwall,  or  Binchester  in  Durham,  but  most 
probably  the  Roman  station  of  Garionenund,  near  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk. 

^  V.  R.  The  image  of  the  cross  of  Chnst,  and  of  the  perpetual  Virgin 
St  Mary. 

*  *  V.  R.  For  Arthur  proceeded  to  Jeru8alem,and  there  nuide  a  cross  to  the 
siae  of  the  Saviour's  cross,  and  there  it  was  consecrated,  and  for  three  sue* 
cesnve  days  he  fasted,  watched,  and  prayed,  before  the  Lord's  cross,  that 
the  Lord  would  give  him  the  victory,  by  this  sign,  over  the  heathen ;  which 
nho  took  place,  and  he  took  with  him  ^e  image  of  St.  Maiy,  the  fragments 
of  which  are  still  preserved  in  neat  veneration  at  Wedale,  in  Engli^  Wo- 
dale,  in  Latin  VnUU-dohru,  Woda)e  is  a  vfUaga  in  the  pro^ce  of  Lodo- 
nosia,  but  now  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bishop  of  St  Andrsnr's,  of  Seoi* 
land,  six  miles  on  the  west  of  that  heretofore  noble  and  emicent  monastery 
of  lUOros.  ft  Exeter. 
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banks  of  the  river  Trat  Treuroit*  The  eleventh  was  on  the 
mountain  Breguoin,  which  we  call  Cat  Bregion.|  The 
twelfth  was  a  most  severe  contest,  when  Arthur  penetrated 
to  the  hill  of  Badon4  In  this  engagement,  nine  hundred 
and  forty  fell  by  his  hand  alone,  no  one  but  the  Lord  afford- 
ing him  assistance.  In  all  these  engagements  the  Britons 
were  successful  For  no  strength  can  avail  against  the  will 
of  the  Almighty. 

The  more  the  Saxons  were  vanquished,  the  more  they 
sought  for  new  supplies  of  Saxons  from  Grermany ;  so  that 
kings,  commanders,  and  military  bands  were  invited  over 
from  almost  every  province.  And  this  practice  they  con- 
tinued till  the  reign  of  Ida,  who  was  the  son  of  Eoppa,  he, 
of  the  Saxon  race,  was  the  first  king  in  Bemicia,  and  in 
Cair  Ebrauc  (York). 

When  Gratian  .^E^quantius  was  consul  at  Rome,  because 
then  the  whole  world  was  governed  by  the  Roman  consuls, 
the  Saxons  were  received  by  Yortigem  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  four  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  to  the  year  in  which 
we  now  wnte,  five  hundred  and  iorty-seven.  "  And  whosoevei 
shall  read  herein  may  receive  instruction,  the  Lord  Jesu6 
Christ  affording  assistance,  who,  co-eternal  with  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  lives  and  reigns  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

In  those  days  Saint  Patrick  was  a  captive  among  the 
Scots.  His  master's  name  was  Milcho,  to  whom  he  was  a 
swineherd  for  seven  years.  When  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  gave  him  his  liberty.  By  the  divine 
impulse,  he  applied  himself  to  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  afterwards  went  to  Rome ;  where,  replenished  with  the 
Holy  Spirit,  he  continued  a  great  while,  studying  the  sacred 
mysteries  of  those  writings.  During  his  continuance  there, 
Palladius,  the  first  bishop,  was  sent  by  pope  Celestine  to 
convert  the  Scots  [the  Irish].  But  tempests  and  signs  from 
God  prevented  his  landing,  for  no  one  can  arrive  in  any 
country,  except  it  be  allowed  from  above ;  altering  therefore 
liis  course  from  Ireland,  he  came  to  Britain  and  died  in 
the  knd  of  the  Picts.§ 

*  Or  Ribroit,  the  Brae,  in  Somenetdiire  ;  or  the  Ribble*  in  Laacaahira 
f  Or  Agnad  Gathregonion,  Gadliiuy,  in  SomerMtehire ;  or  Edinburgh, 
t  Bath. 
i  Al  Foidua»  k  tiM  diatrici  of  Hcttu,  in  Sootlaod.  — {;«A#r. 
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§  51.  The  death  of  Palladius  being  known,  the  Roman 
patricians,  Theodosius  and  Yalentinian,  then  reigning,  pope 
Celestine  sent  Patrick  to  convert  the  Scots  to  the  faith 
of  the  Holy  Trinity;  Victor,  the  angel  of  Grod,  accom- 
panying, admonishing,  and  assisting  him,  and  also  the  bishop 
Germanus. 

Grermanus  then  sent  the  ancient  Segerus  with  him  as  a 
venerable  and  praiseworthy  bishop,  to  king  Amatheus,*  who 
lived  near,  and  who  had  prescience  of  what  was  to  happen ; 
he  was  consecrated  bishop  in  the  reign  of  that  king  by  the 
holy  pontiff,!  assuming  the  name  of  Patrick,  having  hitherto 
been  known  by  that  of  Maun ;  Auxilius,  Isseminus,  and 
other  brothers  were  ordained  with  him  to  inferior  degrees. 

§  52.  Having  distributed  benedictions,  and  perfected  all 
in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  he  embarked  on  the  sea 
which  is  between  the  Gauls  and  the  Britons ;  and  after  a 
quick  passage  arrived  in  Britain,  where  he  preached  for 
some  time.  Every  necessary  preparation  being  made,  and 
the  angel  giving  him  warning,  he  came  to  the  Irish  Sea. 
And  having  fiUed  the  ship  with  foreign  gifts  and  spiritual 
treasures,  by  the  permission  of  Grod  he  arrived  in  Ireland, 
where  he  baptized  and  preached* 

§  53.  From  the  beginning  of  the  world,  to  the  fifth  year 
of  king  Logiore,  when  the  Iiish  were  baptized,  and  faith  in 
the  unity  of  the  individual  Trinity  was  published  to  them, 
are  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  years. 

§  54.  SMut  Patrick  taught  the  gospel  in  foreign  nations 
for  the  space  o^  forty  years.  Endued  with  apostolical 
powers,  he  gave  sight  to  the  blind,  cleansed  the  lepers,  gave 
hearing  to  the  deaf,  cast  out  devils,  raised  nine  from  the 
dead,  redeemed  many  captives  of  both  sexes  at  his  own 
charge,  and  set  them  free  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 
He  taught  the  servants  of  God,  and  he  wrote  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  canonical  and  other  books  relating  to  the 
catholic  faith.     He  founded  as  many  churches,  and  conse- 

*  V.  R.  Gennantu  **  sent  the  elder  Segerus  with  him  to  a  wonderful 
man,  the  holy  bishop  Amathearex."  Another  MS.  ^  Sent  the  elder  Sege- 
rus, a  bishop,  with  him  to  Amatheoiez.^ 

■f  v.  R.  <*  Received  the  episcopal  degree  from  the  holy  bishop  Amatheo- 
fez.**  Another  MS.  ^  Reeetred  the  episcopal  degree  from  Matheoicx  and 
Iha  halv  bUiop."    . 
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erated  tht  Bame  number  of  bishops,  strengthening  them  with 
the  H0I7  jrhost.     He  ordained  three  thousand  presbyters; 
and  convdrted  and  baptized  twelve  thousand  persons  in  the 
province  of  Connaught     And,  in  one  day  baptized  seven 
kings,  who  were  the  seven  sons .  of  Amalgaid.*     He  con- 
tinued fasting  forty  dafs  and  nights,  on  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  Eli,  that  is  Cruachan-Aichle  ;|  and  preferred  three 
petitions  to  God  for  the  Irish,  that  had  embraced  the  faith. 
The  Scots  say,  the  first  was,  that  he  would  receive  every 
repenting  sinner,  even  at  the  latest  extremity  of  life;  the 
second,  that  they  should  never  be  exterminated  by  barbarians ; 
and  the  third,  that  as  Ireland^  will  be  overflowed  with 
water,  seven  years  before  the  coming  of  our  Lord  to  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead,  the  crimes  of  the  people  might  be 
washed   away  through   his   intercession,    and    their  soub 
purified  at  the  last  day.    He  gave  the  people  his  benediction  ^ 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  mountain,  and  going  up  higher, 
that  he  might  pray  for  them ;  and  that  if  it  pleased  Gk)d,  he 
might  see  the  efiects  of  his  labours,  there  appeared  to  him 
an  innumerable  flock  of  birds  of  many  colours,  signifying 
the  number  of  holy  persons  of  both  sexes  of  the  Irish 
nation,  who  should  come  to  him  as  their  apostle  at  the  day 
of  judgment,  to  be  presented  before  the  tribunal  of  Christ 
After  a  life  spent  in  the  active  exertion  of  good  to  mankind, 
St.  Patrick,  in  a  healthy  old  age,  passed  from  this  world  to 
the  Lord,  and  changing  this  lifb  for  a  better,  with  the  saints  ^ 
and  elect  of  Grod  he  rejoices  for  evermore.  >uf 

§  b^.  Saint  Patrick  resembled  Moses  in  four  particulars.  '^ 
The  angel  spoke  to  him  in  the  burning  bush.  He  fasted 
forty  days  and  forty  nights  upon  the  mountain.  He  attained 
the  period  of  one  hi^ndred  f^ld  twenty  years.  No  one  knows 
his  sepulchre,  nor  where  he  was  buried ;  sixteen  §  years  he 
was  in  captivity.  In  his  twenty-fifkh  year,  he  was  conse* 
crated  bishop  by  Saint  Matheus,n  and  he  was  eighty-five 
jears  the  apostle  of  the  Irish.    It  might  be  profitable  to 

*  King  of  Connaiight. 

t  A  mountain  in  the  west  of  Connaught,  county  of  Mayo,  now  called 
Gkoagh-Pditrick. 

$  y.  R.  that  no  IHshman  may  be  alire  on  the  day  of  judgment,  becaoat 
ttav  will  he  deitroyed  aeren  yean  before  in  honour  of  St.  Patrick. 

I  y.  R.  Fifteo.  I  y.  R.  By  the  holy  bishop  Amatheua. 
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treat  more  at  large  of  the  life*  of  this  saiiit,  bat  it  is  now 

time  to  conclude  this  epitome  of  his  labours.* 

[Here  endeth  the  life  of  the  holj  bishop.  Saint  FatricLJ 

(^fier  this,  the  MS8.  give  as  §  56,  the  legend  of  king  Arthur,  which  m 
this  eidition  occurs  in  §  50.) 

OENEALOGT  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  BERNICIA.f 

§  57.  Woden  begat  Beld(^,  who  begat  Beomec,  who  begat 
Gethbrond,  who  begat  Al  json,  who  begat  Ingwi,  who  begat 
Edibrith,  who  begat  Esa,  who  begat  Eoppa,  who  begat  Ida. 
But  Ida  had  twelve  sons,  Adda,  Bebric,  Theodric,  Ethelric, 
Theodhere,  Osmer,  and  one  queen,  Beamoch,  Eabric.  Ethel- 
ric  begat  Ethelfrid :  the  same  is  ^dlfred  Flesaur.  For  he 
also  had  seven  sons,  Eanfrid,  Oswald,  Oswin,  Oswy, 
Oswudu,  Oslac,  Offa.  Oswy  begat  Alfrid,  Elfwin,  and 
Egfrid.  Egfrid  is  he  who  made  war  against  his  cousin 
Brudei,  king  of  the  Ficts,  and  he  fell  therein  with  all  the 
strength  of  his  armj,  and  the  Picts  with  their  king  gained 
the  victory ;  and  the  Saxons  never  again  reduced  the  Picts 
so  as  to  exact  tribute  from  them.  Since  the  time  of  this 
war  it  is  called  Gueithlin  Garan. 

But  Oswy  had  two  wives,  Riemmelth,  the  daughter  ot 
Rojth,  son  of  Rum ;  and  Eanfled,  the  daughter  of  Edwin, 
son  of  Alia. 

THE  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  KENT. 

§  58.  Hengist  begat  Octa,  who  begat  Ossa,  who  begat 
,  Eormenric,  who  begat  Ethelbert,  who  begat  Eadbald,  who 
begat  Ercombert,  who  begat  Egbert. 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  BAST-ANGLIA. 

§  59.  Woden  begat  Casser,  who  begat  Titinon,  who  b^^t 
Trigil,  who  begat  Rodmunt,  who  begat  Rippa,  who  begat 
GuUlem  Guerc^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^°S  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  Angl 


*  Here  ends  the  Vatican  MS.  collated  by  Mr.  GaniL 

t  Then  titles  are  not  part  of  the  original  work,  but  added  in  the  MSS. 
^y  a  later  hand. 

t  Guercha  it  a  distortion  of  the  tame  of  Ufik  or  Woffa,  arising  in  the 
Ent  instance  from  the  pronunciation  of  the  British  writer ;  and,  in  the  nest 
ftaet,  from  the  error  of  the  transcril  er.^-'Pmlgrave. 
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Gueroha  bega^>  Uf^,  who  begat  Tytillusy  who  begat  Eni,  who 
begat  Edric,  who  begat  Aldwul^  who  begat  Ehric. 

THE  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  MERCIANS. 

§  60.  Woden  begat  Guedolgeat,  who  begat  Gueagon,  who 
begat  Guithleg,  who  begat  Guerdmund,  who  begat  Ossa,  who 
begat  Ongeiiy  who  begat  Earner,  who  begat  Pubba.*  Tliis 
Pubba  had  twelve  sons,  of  whom  two  are  better  known  to  me 
than  the  others,  that  is  Penda  and  Eawa.  Eadlit  is  the  son 
of  Pantha,  Penda,  son  of  Pubba,  Ealbald,  son  of  Alguing, 
son  of  Eawa,  son  of  Penda,  son  of  Pubba.  Egfert,  son  of 
Ofif^  son  of  Thingferth,  son  of  Enwulf,  son  of  Ossulf^  son 
of  Eawa,  son  of  Pubba. 

THE  KINGS  OF  THE   DEIRL 

§  61.  Woden  begat  Beldeg,  Brond  begat  Siggar,  who 
begat  Sibald,  who  begat  Zegulf,  who  begat  Soemil^  who 
first  separated^  Deur  from  Bemeich  (Deirafrom  Bemicia,) 
Soemil  begat  Sguerthing,  who  begat  Giulglis,  who  begat 
Ulfrea,  who  begat  Iffi,  who  begat  Ulli,  Edwin,  Osfrid,  and 
Eanfrid.  There  were  two  sons  of  Edwin,  who  fell  with 
him  in  battle  at  Meicen,^  and  the  kingdom  was  never 
renewed  in  his  family,  because  not  one  of  his  race  escaped 
from  that  war  ;  but  aJl  were  slain  with  him  by  the  army  of 
Catguollaunus,  §  king  of  the  Guendota.  Oswy  begat  Egfrid, 
the  same  is  Ailguin,  who  begat  Oslach,  who  begat  Alhun, 
who  begat  Adlsing,  who  begat  Echun,  who  begat  Oslaplu 
Ida  begat  Eadric,  who  begat  E<^lf,  who  begat  Leodwald, 
who  bq^at  Eata,  the  same  is  Glinmaur,  who  begat  Eadbert 
and  Egbert,  who  was  the  first  bishop  of  their  nation. 

Ida,  the  son  of  Eoppa,  possessed  countries  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  Britain,  u  e,  of  the  Humbrian  sea,  and  reigned  twelve 
years,  and  united  J  Dynguayth  Guarth-Bemeich. 

§  62.  Then  Dutigim  at  that  time  fought  bravely  against 

•  Or  Wibba.  t  V.  R.  Conquered. 

t  HatBeld,  in  the  Wert  lUding  of  Yorkshire.  See  Bede's  Ecdet.  Hi«t 
f.  106.  §  Cadwaila,  king  of  the  Weitem  Britoni. 

I  V.  R.  United  the  castle,  i  e.  Dingaerin  and  Gnrdbeniech,  which  tve 
•aatoiei  wero  in  one  cotmtiT,i  e. Deurabeniech ;  Analice  Deimaad  Ber- 
irfaU.    Another  MS.  Boilt  Dingnajrh  Quaith  Bemeidk 
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fts  nation  of  the  Angles.  At  that  time,  Talhaiam  Catagaen^ 
was  famed  for  poetry,  and  Neirin,  and  Taliesin  and  Bluch- 
bardf  and  Cian,  who  is  called  Gnenith  Gnant,  were  all  famous 
at  the  same  time  in  British  poetrj. 

The  great  king,  Mailcun^f  reigned  among  the  Britons,  u  e, 
in  the  district  of  Gnenedota,  because  his  great-great-grand- 
father, Cunedda,  with  his  twelve  sons,  had  come  before  from 
the  left-hand  part,  t.  e.  from  the  country  which  is  called 
Manau  Gustodin,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  years  before 
Mailcun  reigned,  and  expeUed  the  Scots  with  much  slaughter 
from  those  countries,  and  they  never  returned  again  to 
inhabit  them. 

§  63.  Adda,  son  of  Ida,  reigned  eight  years ;  Ethelric, 
son  of  Adda,  reigned  four  years.  Theodoric,  son  of  Ida, 
reigned  seven  years.  Freothwulf  reigned  six. years.  In 
whose  time  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  by  the  mission  of  Gregory, 
received  baptism.  Hussa  reigned  seven  years.  A^dnst 
him  fought  four  kings,  Urien,  and  Ryderthen,  and  Gual- 
lauc,  and  Morcant.  Theodoric  fought  bravely,  together  with 
his  sons,  against  that  Urien.  But  at  that  time  sometimes 
the  enemy  and  sometimes  our  countrymen  were  defeated, 
and  he  shut  them  up  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the 
island  of  Metcaut ;  and  whilst  he  was  on  an  expedition  he 
was  murdered,  at  the  instance  of  Morcant,  out  of  envy, 
because  he  possessed  so  much  superiority  over  all  the  kings 
in  military  science.  Eadfered  Flesaurs  reigned  twelve  years 
in  Bemicia,  and  twelve  others  in  Deira,  and  gave  to  his  wife 
Bebba,  the  town  of  Dynguoaroy,  which  from  her  is  called 
Bebbanburg.f 

Edwin,  son  of  Alia,  reigned  seventeen  years,  seized 
on  Elmete,  and  expelled  Cerdic,  its  king.  Eanfled,  his 
daughter,  received  baptism,  on  the  twelfth  day  after 
Pentecost,  with  all  her  followers,  both  men  and  women. 
The  following  Easter  Edwin  himself  received  baptism,  and 
twelve  thousand  of  his  subjects  with  him.  If  any  one  wishes 
to  know  who  baptized  them,  it  was  Rum  Map  Urbgen :  §  be 


*  Talhaiani  was  a  descendant  of  Coel  Godebog,  and  fh^lain  to 
broiiiu. 
f  Better  known  as  Maelgwn. 

t  Bambftragh.    See  Bede,  iii.  6,  and  Sax.  Giron.  aji.  547. 
f  Sat  Bede'fe  Eodes.  Uift.  p.  96.    From  the  riuura  which  PanHana  1m4 
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was  engaged^forty  days  in  baptising  all  classes  of  the  Saxons, 
and  bj  his  preaching  many  belieyed  on  Christ 

§  64,  Oswald  son  of  Ethelfrid,  reigned  nine  years ;  the 
same  is  Oswald  Uaoignin  ;*  he  slew  Catgublaon  (Cadwidla),t 
king  of  Guenedot,}  in  the  battle  of  Catscaul,§  with  mnch  loss 
to  his  own  armj.  Oswj,  son  of  Ethelfrid,  reigned  twenty- 
eight  years  and  six  months.  Daring  his  reign,  there  was  a 
dreadful  mortality  among   his  subject,  when    Catgnalart 

iCadwallader)  was  king  among  the  Britons,  succeeding  his 
ather,  and  he  himself  died  amongst  the  rest]  He  slew 
Penda  in  the  field  of  Gai,  and  now  took  place  the  slaughter 
of  Grai  Campi,  and  the  kings  of  the  Britons,  who  went  out 
with  Penda  on  the  expedition  as  far  as  the  city  of  Judeu, 
were  slain. 

§  65.  Then  Oswy  restored  all  the  wealth,  which  was 
with  him  in  the  dty,  to  Penda ;  who  distributed  it  among 
the  kings  of  the  Britons,  that  is,  Atbert  Judeu.  But 
Catgabful  alone,  king  of  Guenedot,  rising  up  in  the  night, 
escaped,  together  with  his  army,  wherefore  he  was  cdled 
Catgabail  Catguommed.  Egfrid,  son  of  Oswy,  reigned  nine 
years.  In  his  time  the  holy  bishop  Cuthbert  died  in  the 
island  of  Medcautf  It  was  he  who  made  war  against  the 
Picts,  and  was  by  them  slain. 

Penda,  son  of  Pybba,  reigned  ten  years ;  he  first  septtratcd 
the  kingdom  of  Mercia  from  that  of  the  North-men,  and  slew 
by  treachery  Anna,  king  of  the  East  Anglians,  and  St. 

in  the  conTeraion  of  the  Northumbrian  king,  it  has  been  inferred  that  he 
actually  baptized  him  ;  but  Nennius  exprenlr  states,  that  the  holy  sacra- 
ment was  administered  by  Rhun,  the  son  of  Urien.  The  Welsh  name  of 
Paulinus  is  Pawl  Hen,  or  Polin  Esgob. 

*  LUiuiguin,  means  the  <*fiur,"  or  the  **  bounteous  hand." 

t  This  name  has  been  Taiiously  written  ;  Bede  spells  it  CaeduaUa  (Cad- 
walla);  Nennius,  CatgtMaun;  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  CeadwaUa;  and  the 
Welsh  writers,  Oadwallon  and  Kaiwallawn  :  and  though  the  identity  of  the 
person  may  be  clearly  proved,  it  is  necessary  to  observe  these  particulus  to 
disUngoish  him  from  Cadwaiadr,  and  from  another  CaeduaUa  or  CmdwaUOf 
a  king  of  the  West  Saxons ;  all  of  whom,  as  they  lived  within  a  short 
time  of  each  other,  have  been  fr^uently  confounded  together. — IUet'§ 
Welth  Samtt.  t  Gwynedd,  North  Wales. 

§  Bede  says  at  Denis Vbrook.    Ecdes.  Hist.  p.  109. 

H  The  British  chronicles  assert  that  Cadwallader  died  at  Rome,  whilst 
Nennius  would  lead  us  to  conclude  that  he  perished  in  the  pestilenof  at 
home.    See  Geoffivy,  p.  288.  Y  The  isle  of  Fane. 
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Oswald,  king  of  the  North-men.  He  fought  the  battle  of 
Cocboy,*  in  which  fell  Eawa,  son  of  Pybba,  his  brother,  king 
of  the  Mercians,  and  Oswald,  king  of  the  North-men,  and 
he  gained  the  victory  bj .  diabolical  agency.  He  was  not 
baptized,  and  never  believed  in  Grod. 

§  66.  From  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  Constantinus 
and  Rufus,  are  found  to  be  five  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  years. 

Also  from  the  two  consuls,  Rufus  and  Rubelius,  to  the 
consul  Stilicho,  are  three  hundred  and  seventy-three  years. 

Also  from  Stilicho  to  Yalentinian,  son  of  Placida,  and  the 
reign  of  Vortigem,  are  twenty-eight  years. 

And  from  the  reign  of  Vortigem  to  the  quarrel  between 
Guitolinus  and  Ambrosius,  are  twelve  years,  which  is  6uo- 
loppum,  that  is  Catgwaloph.f  Yortigern  reigned  in  Britain 
when  Theodosius  and  Yalentinian  were  consuls,  and  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  reign  the  Saxons  came  to  Britain,  in  the 
consulship  of  Felix  and  Taurus,  in  the  four  hundredth  year 
from  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

From  the  year  in  which  the  Saxons  came  into  Britain, 
and  were  received  by  Yortigern,  to  the  time  of  Decius  and 
Valerian,  are  sixty-nine  years. 

*  Maaerfield.    See  Bede's  Eccles.  Hist  p.  123. 

f  Ir.  Cvmarthenihire.    Perhaps  the  town  now  called  Kidwdlj. 
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BOOK  I. 

CHAPTER    L 

1.  The  shore  of  Gaul  would  be  the  boundary  of  the 
world,  did  not  the  island^  of  Britain  claim  from  its  magni- 
tude almost  the  appellation  of  another  world;  for  if  mea- 
sured to  the  Caledonian  promontoiy^  it  extendi  irore  ^Jian 
eight  hundred  miles  in  length.' 

2.  Britain  was  first  called  hj  the  ancients  Albion,^  from 

^  The  earlj  Greeks  and  Romans  doubted  whether  Britain  was  an  island, 
or  part  of  the  continent  This  uncertainty  gave  rise  to  a  controversy  which 
was  not  settled  till  the  time  of  the  propnotor  Julius  Agricola. — Tac.  Ft/. 
Agrie.  e.  38.    Dio.  Cast.  Hiti.  Rom.  iib.  39.  <  Dunnet  Head. 

*  Richard  gires  too  great  an  extent  to  our  island,  which,  according  to 
the  most  accurate  obserrations,  stretches  only  from  lat  49*  48',  the  most 
southern  point,  to  Dunnet  Head,  which  is  in  lat.  58**  40*  or  scarcely  540 
geographical  miles. 

*  Various  exphmations  have  been  given  of  the  names  of  Albion  and 
Britiun,  applied  to  our  island.  Some  derive  Albion  from  the  white  rocks 
which  bound  the  coast ;  some  from  Albion,  a  son  of  Neptune,  who  is  re- 
presented as  its  first  discoverer  and  cultivator ;  others  have  likewise  derived 
the  name  Britain  from  the  Phoenician  or  Hebrew  Baratanae,  signiffing  the 
land  of  tin.  It  was  also  called  by  the  nativesi,  Hyperborea^  Attantiea^ 
Ckttiierit,  Romana,  and  JTiuie. 

According  to  the  British  Triads,  ^the  three  names  given  to  the  isle  of 
Britain,  from  the  beguming,  were :  before  it  was  inhibited,  the  name  of 
OUu  Merddfn  (or  the  green  vfioi  defended  by  water) ;  after  it  was  inhab* 
itedy  T  VH  Tn^ft  (the  honey  ishmd) ;  and^  aiter  it  was  brought  under 
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hs  white  clitib ;  and  afterwards  in  the  language  of  the  iui« 
tiveSf  Britain.  Hence  all  the  islands  hereafter  described 
were  denominated  British.^ 

3.  Britain  is  situated  between  the  north  and  west,  ^ppo* 
site  to,  though  at  some  distance  from,  Grermany,  Graul,  and 
Spain,  the  most  considerable  parts  of  Europe,  and  is  bounded 
bj  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

4.  On  the  south  of  Britain  lies  Belgic  Graul,  from  which 
coast  passengers  usually  sail  to  the  Rhutupian  port^  This 
place  is  distant  from  Gressoriacum,^  a  town  of  the  Morini, 
the  port  most  frequented  bj  the  Britons,  fifty  miles,  or 
accoi^ng  t3  others,  four  hundred  and  fifty  stadia.  From 
thence  may  be  seen  the  country  of  the  Britons  whom  Vir- 
gil in  his  Eclogues  describes  as  separated  from  the  whole 
world, — 

**  —  penitus  toto  diviaos  orbe  Britaimos." 

^  5.  By  Agrippa,  an  ancient  geographer,  its  breadth  is  esti* 
mated  at  three  hundred  miles ;  but  with  more  truth  by  Bede 
at  two  hundred,  exclusive  of  the  promontories.^  If  their 
sinuosities  be  taken  into  the  computation,  its  circuit  will  be 
three  thousand  six  hundred  miles.  Marcian,  a  Greek  author, 
agrees  with  me  in  stating  it  at  mdioolxxy.^ 

soyemment  hj  Prydain,  ton  of  Aedd,  it  was  called  Tny§  Prydain  (or  the 
isle  of  Britain). 

In  some  old  writings  it  is  also  tenned,  Yr  Yny»  Wen^  (or  the  white 
island.) 

*  This  part  is  taken  from  Pliny,  who  enumerates  the  British  isles  in  the 
following  order: — Orcades,  40;  Acmode,  7;  Haebudes,  80.  Betwe«i 
Britain  and  Ireland,  Mona,  Menapia,  Ricnea,  Vectis,  Silimnns,  Androe; 
beneath,  Siambis  and  Axuntos :  on  the  opposite  side,  towards  the  Gennan 
Sea,  the  Gleasariv,  called  Electrides  by  the  later  Greek  writers,  from  the 
amber  found  there :  and  last  of  all,  Thule. 

He  refers  to  others  mentioned  by  different  authon^  tIs.,  Biictis,  Scandta, 
Dumnia,  Beraos,  and  Nerim. 

*  That  Is,  fiom  Rome.  Richard,  in  copying  the  Roman  writers,  adopted 
their  expressions  in  regard  to  the  relatife  positions  of  places. 

^  Ricnborough,  Kent.  *  Boulogne. 

*  Richard  errs  in  supposing  the  estimation  of  Bede  more  accurate  thaa 
that  of  Agrippa. 

^  The  numerals  are  here  so  incorrect  that  it  is  difficult  to  discorer  what 
number  was  meant  by  Richard.  Mardan  obserres  that  the  circuit  of  our 
island  is  not  more  than  28,604  stadia,  or  3575  miles,  nor  less  than  20,69^ 
or  2676  m*Jea.    Hence  Bertram  is  led  to  prefer  the  greater  number. 
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CHAP.  n. 

1.  Albion,  called  bj  Chrjsostom  Great  Britain,  i^,  accord- 
ing to  Csesar,  of  a  triangular  shape,  resembling  Sicilj.  One 
of  the  sides  lies  opposite  to  Celtic  GrauL  One  angle  of  this 
side,  which  is  the  Cantian  promontorj,^  is  situated  to  the 
east ;  the  other,  the  Oerinian  promontory,'  in  the  country 
of  the  Damnonii,  &ces  the  south  and  the  province  of  Tarra- 
conensis  in  Spain.  This  side  is  about  five  hundred  miles  in 
length. 

2.  Another  side  stretches  towards  Ireland  and  the  west, 
the  length  of  which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  ancients, 
is  seven  hundred  miles. 

3.  The  third  side  is  situated  to  the  north,  and  is  opposite  to 
no  land  except  a  few  islands  i*  but  the  angle  of  this  side 
chiefly  trends  towards  Germania  Magna.^  The  length  &om 
the  Novantian  Chersonesus,^  through  the  country  of  the 
Taixali,  to  the  Cantian  promontory,?  is  estimated  at  eight 
hundred  miles.  Thus  all  erroneously  compute  the  circuit  of 
the  island  to  be  two  thousand  miles ;  for  from  the  Cantian 
promontory  to  Ocrinum,^  the  distance  is  four  hundred  miles ; 
from  thence  to  Novantum,  a  thousand ;  and  from  thence  to 
the  Cantian  promontory,  two  thousand  two  hundred.  The 
circumference  of  the  whole  island  is  therefore  three  thousand 
six  hundred  miles.9 

4.  Livy  and  Fabius  Rusticus  compare  the  form  of  Britain 
to  an  oblong  shield  or  battle-axe  ;  and  as,  according  to  Taci- 
tus, it  bears  that  figure  on  the  side  of  Caledonia,  the  compar- 
ison was  extended  to  the  whole  island,  though  the  bold  pro 
montories  at  its  further  extremity  give  it  the  shape  of  a 
wedge.  But  Caesar  and  Fomponius  Mela  assert  that  its  form 
18  triangular. 

*  North  Foreland.  *  Lizard  Point. 

*  The  Orkney  and  Shetland  idea. 

*  Under  this  name  the  ancients  comprised  not  only  Germany  propo 
but  Denmark,  Norway,  &c. 

*  Rens  of  Galloway. 

'  North  Foreland.  *  Lizard  Point 

*  Bertram  has  endearonred  to  reconcile  the  various  and  diaeordant  cal- 
culations given  b^  different  ancient  authors  of  Uie  circuit  of  our  island. 
Ob  sueh  vigne  prmciples  as  these  estimations  are  made,  it  would  b«  almoil 
liipoMiWiij  even  now,  for  two  pcfsons  to  prodnot  the  same  result. 
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5.  If  credit  may  be  given  to  the  celebrated  geographer 
Ptolemy  and  his  contemporary  writers,  the  island  resembles 
an  inverted  Z,^  but  according  to  the  maps  the  comparison  is 
not  exact  The  triangular  shape,  however,  seems  to  belong 
to  England  alone.^ 

CHAP.m. 

1.  The  original  inhabitants  of  Britain,  whether  indigenous 
or  foreign,  are,  like  those  of  most  other  countries,  unknown. 
The  Jews  alone,  and  by  their  means  the  contiguous  nations, 
have  the  happiness  of  tracing  their  descent  since  the  creation 
of  the  world  from  undoubted  documents. 

2.  From  the  difference  of  personal  appearance  different 
conjectures  have  been  drawn.  The  red  hair  and  large  limbs 
of  the  Caledonians  proclaim  their  Grerman  origin;  the 
painted  faces  and  curled  locks  of  the  Silures,  and  their 
situation  opposite  to  Spain,  corroborate  the  assertion  of 
Tacitus,  that  the  ancient  Iberians  pas9ed  over  and  occupied 
this  country  and  Ireland.  Those  who  live  nearest  the  Gauls 
resemble  them,  either  from  the  strength  of  the  original  stock, 
or  from  the  effects  which  the  same  positions  of  the  heavens 
produce  on  the  human  body. 

3.  If  I  were  inclined  to  indulge  a  conjecture,  I  might 
here  mention  that  the  Yeneti''  in  their  commercial  expe- 
ditions first  introduced  inhabitants  and  religion  into  this 
country.  Writers  are  not  wanting,  who  assert  that 
Hercules  came  hither  and  established  a  sovereignty.  But  it 
is  needless  to  dwell  on  such  remote  antiquities  and  idle  tales.^ 

^  Ptolemy's  expraenon  is  obscure ;  but  he  was  evidently  led  to  this  sap- 
position  by  the  notion  that  Caledonia  or  Scotland  trended  to  the  east,  aa 
appears  fiom  his  latitudes  and  longitudes.  This  form,  therefore,  he  not 
unaptly  compares  to  the  inverted  Z.  It  would  be  a  trespass  on  Uie  patience 
of  Uie  reader  to  attempt  to  reconcile  what  is  irrecondleable. 

*  These  words  are  chiefly  taken  from  Tacitus.  The  obscurity  of  the 
expression  and  the  absurdity  of  the  comparison,  will  sufficiently  show  the 
Ignorance  of  those  ancients  whose  works  have  reached  the  present  time,  in 
'egaid.  to  our  island. — Taoii,  Vtt,  Jgricoia,  see*  10. 

'  The  Yeneti,  a  tribe  seated  on  the  coast  of  Armorica  or  Bretague, 
distinguished  for  their  maritime  power,  and  with  whom  Casar  waged  war. 
Their  territoir  accordmg  to  hk  description,  was  pari  of  Celtio  Qaul^  and 
the  present  Vannes  was  their  capitaL 

\  To  theit  wyertures  rela»ive  to  the  original  in>M>hi^ntfj,nnd  ■ihmqiiwrt 
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4.  On  the  whole,  however,  it  is  probable  that  the  Gauls 
i>ccupied  the  contiguous  regions.  According  to  Tacitus, 
their  sacred  rites  and  superstitions  maj  be  traced;  nor  is 
the  language  very  different ;  and  lastly,  the  tradition  of  the 
druids,  with  the  names  of  the  states  which  still  retain  the 
same  appellations  as  the  people  sprung  from  the  cities  of 
Graul,  who  came  hither  and  began  to  cultivate  the  country.^ 

5.  According  to  Caesar,  the  country  was  extremely  populous, 
and  contained  numerous  buildings,  not  dissimilar  to  those  of 
the  Grauls.     It  was  rich  in  cattle. 

6.  The  inhabitants  of  the  southern  part  were  the  most 
civilized,  and  in  their  customs  differed  little  from  the  Gauls. 
Those  of  the  more  distant  parts  did  not  raise  com ;  but  lived 
on  fruits  and  flesh.  They  were  ignorant  of  the  use  of  wool 
and  garments,  although  in  severe  weather  they  covered 
themselves  with  the  skins  of  sheep  or  deer.  They  were 
accustomed  to  bathe  in  the  rivers. 

7.  All  the  Britons  formerly  stained  their  bodies  of  a  blue 
colour,  which  according  to  Csesar  gave  them  a  more  terrible 
appearance  in  battle.      They  wore  their  hair  long,   and 

colonists  of  Britain,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  add  the  accounts 
preserred  in  the  Welsh  Triads. 

The  historical  Triads  record  that  the  fint  colonists  of  Britain  were 
Cymry^  who  originally  came  firom  Dttjrobani  Qwlad  Yr  Havy  the  summer 
land,  or  Tanric  Chersonesus.  There  they  have  left  many  traces  of  their 
name  preserred  by  ancient  authors,  among  which  we  may  instance  the 
Cimmerian  Bosphorus. 

Subsequent  colonists  airived  from  the  neighbouring  continent  at  faiious 
times.  The  Loegrwyi  (Loegrians)  firom  Gascogne;  the  Brython  firom 
Jjydaw  (Britanny),  who  were  descendants  firom  tiie  original  stock  of  the 
Cymry,  Two  descents  are  also  mentioned  in  Albin,  or  North  Britain;  one 
called  the  tribe  of  Celyddon,  the  oUier  the  primitire  Gwyddeliaru. 
Another  descent  is  said  to  have  been  made  in  the  south,  in  YnytmWyth^ 
or  the  Isle  of  Wight,  by  the  men  of  Galedin  (the  Be1g»),  when  their 
native  country  was  inundated.  Another  colony  called  the  Corani  came 
from  the  country  of  the  Pwyl  ^Poland),  and  settled  on  the  sea  coast,  about 
the  river  Humber.  A  descent  m  Albin,  or  North  Britain,  of  a  colony  ot 
CfwyddeUan  Fifii  [Irish  Picts],  who  are  described  as  coming  from  the  sea 
of  Loolyn  (the  Baltic);  and  a  partial  settlement  of  the  men  of  Loclyn 
(Scandhiarians),  who  were  expelled  after  remaining  for  three  generations. 
The  arrival  of  th»  Romans  and  Saxons  is  also  mentioned,  as  well  at 
somepartial  settlements  of  Gwyddelians  from  Ireland. 

*  We  discover  a  few  cities  in  Gaul,  bearing  nearly  the  same  uppcllationi 
as  those  of  Britain ;  and  in  both  countries  we  find  the  Atiebatcs,  the 
Morini,  the  Mdm^  tlie  Senones,  the  Menapii,  and  the  Rhemi 
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shaved  all  parts  of  the  body  except  the  head  and  the  upper 
lip. 

8.  Ten  or  twelve  Britons  had  their  wives  in  common ; 
and  this  custom  particularly  prevailed  among  brethren,  and 
between  fathers  and  sons ;  but  the  children  were  considered 
as  belonging  to  him  who  had  first  taken  the  virgin  to  wife. 
The  mothers  suckled  their  own  children,  and  did  not  employ 
maids  and  nurses. 

9.  According  to  Csesar  also  they  used^^rass  money,  and 
iron  rings  of  a  certain  weight  instead  of  com.^ 

10.  The  Britons  deemed  it  unlawful  to  eat  hares,^  fowls, 
or  geese ;  but  they  kept  those  animals  for  pleasure. 

11.  They  had  pearls,  bits  made  of  ivory,  bracelets,  vessels 
of  amber  and  glass,  agates,  and,  what  surpasses  all,  great 
abundance  of  tin. 

12.  They  navigated  in  barks,  the  keels  and  ribs  of  which 
were  formed  of  light  materials ;  the  other  parts  were  made 
of  wicker  and  covered  with  the  hides  of  oxen.^  During 
their  voyages,  as  Solinus  asserts,  they  abstain  from  food.9 

13.  Britain  produces  people  and  kings  of  people,  as 
Fomponius  Mela  writes  in  his  third  book ;  but  they  are  all 
uncivilized,  and  in  proportion  as  they  are  more  distant  from 
the  continent,  are  more  ignorant  of  riches;  their  wealth 
consisting  chiefly  in  cattle  and  land.  They  are  addicted  to 
litigation  and  war,  and  frequently  attack  each  other,  &om  a 
desire  of  command,  and  of  enlarging  their  possessions.  It 
is  customary  indeed  for  the  Britons  to  wage  war  under  the 
guidance  of  women,  and  not  to  regard  the  difference  of  sex 
in  the  distribution  of  power. 

14.  The  Britons  not  only  fought  on  foot  and  on  horseback, 
but  in  chariots  drawn  by  two  horses,  and  armed  in  the  Gallic 

*  The  natires  of  China  and  Japan  foUow  a  abnihir  cuatom  in  regaid  to 
gold  and  nlver,  which  are  not  coined,  but  paas  according  to  weight. 

'  It  seema  that  thej  considered  the  appearance  of  a  hare  a  fortunate 
omen ;  for  the  Roman  historians  obaenre  that  Boadicea,  after  haranguing 
her  troops,  let  loose  a  hare  which  she  had  concealed  in  her  garments. 

*  This  species  of  boat  is  stiU  used  on  the  Welsh  riveri,  and  is  called  a 
coride  in  English,  and  ewch  in  Welsh.  It  is  so  light  that  a  man  may  carry 
one  on  his  back. 

*  Richard  has  mistaken  the  sense  of  Solinus,  who,  in  describing  the 
passage  from  QntA  Britain  to  Ireland,  obserres  that  from  its  shortness 
ther  abstained  from  food.  ^'Navigsntes  esds  abetment,  pro  fieti  lAti* 
tm&imr    C.2A. 
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maimer.  Those  chariots,  tp  the  axle-trees  of  which  scythes 
were  fixed,  were  called  coviniy  or  wains. 

15.  Caesar  relates  that  thej  employed  cavalry  in  their 
wars,  which  before  the  coming  of  the  Romans  were  almost 
perpetual.  All  were  skilled  in  war ;  each  in  proportion  to 
his  family  and  wealth  supported  a  number  of  retainers,  and 
this  was  the  only  species  of  honour  with  which  they  were 
acquainted.^ 

16.  The  principal  strength  of  the  Britons  was  in  their 
infantry,  who  fought  with  darts,  large  swords,  and  short 
targets.  According  to  Tacitus,  their  swords  were  blunt  at 
the  point.  ^ 

17.  CsBsar  in  his  fourth  book  thus  describes  their  mode  of 
lighting  in  that  species  of  chariots  called  esseda.^    At  first 

^  In  all  periods  the  Britons  seem  to  have  been  divided  into  numerous 
pett^r  communities  or  states,  headed  by  chiefs,  who  are  here  dignified  with 
the  title  of  kings.  From  the  jealousies  and  weakness  attenmng  such  a 
state  of  society,  the  island  first  became  a  prej  to  the  Romans,  and 
afterwards  to  the  Saxons;  and  when  the  Britons  were  confined  to  the 
momitains  of  Wales,  the  same  causes  hastened  the  annexation  of  their 
country  to  Elngland. 

*  In  the  early  ages  chariots  were  nnlTersally  used  in  war.  In  the 
Scriptures  they  are  fluently  mentioned  as  forming  the  prinujM.  strength 
of  an  army;  and  the  mode  of  fighting  in  chariots  among  the  Greeks  and 
Trojans,  according  to  the  description  of  Homer,  was  exactly  similar  to  that 
of  the  Britons.    The  steeds  of  his  heroes  were 

''Practised  alike  to  stop,  to  turn,  to  chase, 
To  dare  the  shock,  or  urge  the  rapid  race." 

His  warriors  sometimes  drive  through  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  sometimes 
fight  from  their  chariots,  and  sometimes  alight  and  maintain  the  combat  on 
foot,  while  their  chariots  retire  to  the  rear. 

«  This  counsel  pleased,  the  godlike  Hector  sprung 
Swift  firom  his  seat;  his  clanging  armour  rung. 
The  chiers  example  foUow'd  by  his  train. 
Each  quits  his  car  and  issues  on  the  plain; 
By  orders  strict  the  charioteers  enjoined 
Compel  the  coursers  to  their  ranks  behind." 

The  Britons,  however,  appear  to  have  devised  an  improvemoit  in  this 
mode  of  warfue,  which  was  unknown  to  the  Greeks.  Th«r  chariots  seem 
to  have  been  of  two  kinds,  the  eovini  or  wains,  heavy  and  aimed  with 
scythes,  to  break  the  thickest  order  of  the  enemy;  and  the  euedm,  • 
lll^ter  kind,  adapted  probably  to  situations  and  circumstances  in  which 
the  eovini  could  not  act,  and  occasionally  performing  the  duties  of  cavalry. 
The  $t$edm,  with  the  cavaby,  were  pushed  forward  to  oppose  the  fint 
Indii^  of  Cmmat;  and  Ganivellaunus  alterwaidi  left  4000  « 
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thej  drove  through  the  armj  in  all  directions,  hurling  their 
darts ;  and  by  the  terror  of  the  horses,  and  the  noise  of  the 
wheels,  generally  threw  the  ranks  of  the  enemj  into  disorder. 
"When  they  had  penetrated  between  the  troops  of  cavalry, 
they  leaped  from  their  chariots  and  waged  unequal  war  on 
foot.  Meanwhile  the  chariots  were  drawn  up  at  a  distance 
from  the  battle,  and  placed  in  such  a  position,  that  if  pressed 
by  the  enemy,  the  warrior?  could  effect  a  retreat  to  their 
own  army.  They  thus  displayed  the  rapid  evolutions  of 
cavalry,  and  the  finnness  of  infantry,  and  were  so  expert  by 
exercise,  as  to  hold  up  the  horses  in  steep  descents,  to  check 
and  turn  them  suddenly  at  full  speed,  to  run  alon?  the  pole, 
stand  on  the  yoke,  and  then  spring  into  the  chari 

18.  The  mode  of  fighting  on  horseback  threatened  equal 
danger  to  those  who  gave  way,  or  those  who  pursued.  They 
never  enf^ged  in  dose  lines,  but  in  scattered  bodies,  and 
with  great  intervab  ;  they  had  their  appointed  stations,  and 
relieved  each  other  by  turns  ;  and  fresh  combatants  suc- 
ceeded those  who  were  fatigued.  The  cavalry  also  used 
darts. 

19.  It  is  not  easy  to  determine  the  form  of  government 
in  Britain  previous  to  the  coming  of  the  Romans.  It  is  how- 
ever certain  that  before  their  times  there  was  no  vestige  of  a 
monarchy,  but  rather  of  a  democracy,  unless  perhaps  it  may 
seem  to  have  resembled  an  aristrocracy.'  The  authority  of 
the  Druids  in  affairs  of  the  greatest  moment  was  consider- 
able. Some  chiefs  are  commemorated  in  their  ancient  re- 
cords, yet  these  appear  to  have  possessed  no  permanent 
power ;  but  to  have  been  created,  like  the  Roman  dictators, 
in  times  of  imminent  danger.     Nor  are  instances  wanting 

a  corps  of  obsenration  to  watch  his  movement8.^-Cir<ar.  Comment,  /lA. 
5,  sec.  15. 

*  The  goveniment  of  the  ancient  Britons  may  be  denominated  patr- 
archal.  Each  commimity  was  governed  by  its  elders ;  and  every  indi- 
vidual who  could  not  prove  his  kindred  to  some  community,  through  nina 
descents,  and  the  same  number  of  collateral  affinities^  was  not  comideved 
as  a  freeman.  Beyond  this  degree  of  kindred,  they  were  formed  into  new 
conmiunities.  The  elders  of  Uie  diAerent  communities  were  subordinate  to 
the  elders  of  the  tribes.  But  in  times  of  public  danger,  as  is  recoided  in 
the  Triads,  some  chief  of  distinguished  abilities  was  entrusted  with  the 
supreme  authority  over  the  tribes  or  conununities,  who  united  in  coiudoq 
deSbnoe. — Such  were  Caswallon  (Casslvellaunus),  Garadwg  (CanctMUi)^ 
ted  Owatn.  soe  of  Macsen 
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among  them,  as  among  other  brave  nations,  when  thej  chose 
even  the  leader  of  their  adversaries  to  conduct  their  armies. 
He,  therefore,  who  before  was  their  enemy,  afterwards 
fought  on  their  side. 

20.  The  Britons  exceeded  in  stature  both  the  Gauls  and 
the  Romans.  Strabo  affirms  that  he  saw  at  Rome  some 
British  youths,  who  were  considerably  taller  than  the 
Romans. 

21.  The  more  wealthy  inhabitants  of  South  Britain  were 
accustomed  to  ornament  the  middle  finger  of  the  left  hand 
with  a  gold  ring  ;  but  a  gold  collar*  round  the  neck  was  the 
distinguishing  mark  of  eminence.  Those  of  the  northern 
regions,  who  were  the  indigenous  inhabitants  of  the  island 
from  time  immemorial,  were  almost  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
use  of  clothes,  and  surrounded  their  waists  and  necks,  as 
Herodian  reports,  with  iron  rings,  which  they  considered  as 
ornaments  and  proofs  of  weal^  They  carried  a  narrow 
shield,  fitter  for  use  than  ornament,  and  a  lance,  with  a  sword 
pendant  from  their  naked  and  painted  bodies.     They  rejected 

*  This  torques,  chain,  or  rather  wreath,  is  frequently  alluded  to  bj  thu 
early  British  bards. 

*<  Yet  in  the  battle  of  Arderydd  I  wore  the  goiden  iorques'* 

Merddm  AveUanaw* 

**  Four  and  twenty  sons  I  hare  had 
Wearing  the  goiden  wreath^  leaders  of  armies." 

lAffwareh  HSn, 

"  Of  all  who  went  to  Cattraeth,  wearing  the  golden  tore  or  wreath.*^ 

Aneurin, 

The  same  bard  states  that  in  the  battle  of  Cattraeth  were  three  hundred 
and  sizt|'  who  wore  the  golden  torques. 

We  gire  a  description  of  one  of  these  ornaments  found  near  the  castle  of 
Harlech,  in  Merionethshure,  in  1692.  <<  It  is  a  wreathed  bar  of  gold,  or  per- 
haps three  or  four  rods  jointly  twisted,  about  four  feet  long,  but  naturaH? 
bending  only  one  way»  m  the  form  of  a  hatband.  It  is  hooked  at  both 
ecds.  It  is  of  a  round  form,  about  an  inch  in  circumference,  and  weighs 
d^t  ouncesi"— (rt6sonV  Camden^  p.  658. 

Another  mark  of  dignity  was  a  string  of  amber  beads  worn  round  the 
bead*    To  this  Aneurin  aUndes — 

^  With  wreaths  otasnber  twined  round  his  temples.** 

These  beads  have  been  fieqnentlr  found  in  tumuli,  particularly  In  thohc 
on  Salisbury  Plain.— See  Turners  Vindicaiion  qf  the  Welsh  Bards.^ 
Owen's  Elegies  qfLlgwareh  Hin, 
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or  despised  the  breast-plate  and  helmet,  because  such  armoui 
impeded  their  passage  through  the  marshes. 

22.  Among  other  particulars,  this  custom  prevailed  in 
Biitain.  Thej  stopped  travellers  and  merchants,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  relate  what  they  had  heard,  or  knew,  worthy 
of  notice.  The  common  people  usually  surrounded  foreiga 
merchants  in  the  towns,  and  obliged  them  to  tell  from  whence 
they  came,  and  what  curious  things  they  had  observed.  On 
such  vague  reports  they  often  rashly  acted,  and  thus  were 
generally  deceived ;  for  many  answered  them  agreeably  to 
their  desires  with  fictitious  stories.* 

23.  Their  interments  were  magnificent ;  and  all  things 
which  they  prized  during  life,  even  arms  and  animals,  were 
thrown  into  the  funeral  pile.  A  heap  of  earth  and  turf  formed 
the  sepulchre.^ 

'  This  IB  Caesar'b  account  of  a  Gallic  custom  ;  but  it  is  applied*  not  with- 
}ut  reason,  to  the  Britons,  and  indeed  is  equally  applioUile  to  all  un- 
civilized people. 

*  As  the  clanic  authors  have  left  us  no  description  of  the  modes  of  in- 
terment among  the  Britons,  Richard  was  induced,  by  the  conformity  of 
their  manners  and  customs  to  those  of  the  Gauls,  to  adopt  the  words  used 
by  Caesar  in  his  account  of  the  Gallic  funerals.  Unfortunately  the  remains 
of  the  British  bards  afford  little  assistance  in  supplying  this  deficiency.  It 
appears,  however,  that  the  Britons  raised  tumuli  over  their  dead,  and 
continued  the  practice  till  after  the  introduction  of  Christianity  ;  and 
that  their  other  modes  of  interment  were  the  earned^  or  heap  of  stones  ; 
the  oitivaen,  or  stone  chest ;  and  perhaps  the  oromi«e,  or  hanging 
stone.  From  a  curious  fragment  commemorating  the  gTaves  of  the 
British  warriors,  which  is  printed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Welch  Arche- 
ology, we  learn  further,  that  they  buried  their  dead  on  the  top  of  hills  and 
lofty  cliffi^  on  declivities,  in  heaths  and  secluded  valleys,  on  the  banks  and 
near  the  fords  of  rivers,  and  on  the  sea-shore  ''where  the  ninth  wave 
breaks.**  Allusions  are  also  made  to  corresponding  stones  raised  on  these 
graves  ;  and  it  is  said, "  the  long  graves  in  Gwanaa^  no  one  knows  to  vdiom 
they  belong  nor  what  is  their  history." 

As  the  modes  of  interment  among  all  early  nations  were  in  many  re- 
spects similar,  there  is  perhaps  no  part  of  our  national  antiquities  which  hae 
given  scope  to  so  much  conjecture  as  this.  The  reader  who  is  desirous  of 
more  particular  information  relative  to  this  subject,  may  at  least  find 
amusement  in  ooosulting  the  works  of  Stukeley,  Douglas's  Nenia  Briton* 
nica,  the  ArckmUojfia,  and  various  accounts  scattered  m  different  periodi* 
eal  publicatic 
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CHAP.  IV. 

1.  All  the  Biitonsy  like  the  GbuIs,  were  much  addicted 
to  superstitious  ceremonies ;  and  those  who  laboured  under 
serere  disorders,  or  were  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  war, 
either  offered  human  victims,  or  made  a  vow  to  perform 
such  a  sacrifice. 

2.  The  druids  were  employed  in  the  performance  of  these 
cruel  rites;  and  they  beUeved  that  the  gods  could  not  be 
appeased  unless  the  life  of  a  man  was  ransomed  with  human  ^ 
blood.  Hence  arose  the  public  institution  of  such  sacrifices; 
and  those  who  had  been  surprised  in  theft,  robberj,  or  any 
other  delinquency,  were  considered  as  the  most  acceptable 
victims.  But  when  criminals  could  not  be  obtuned,  even 
the  innocent  were  put  to  death,  that  the  gods  might  bo 
appeased. 

3.  The  sacred  ceremonies  could  not  be  performed  except 
in  the  presence  of  the  druids ;  and  on  them  devolved  the 
office  of  providing  for  the  public  as  well  as  private  rites. 
They  were  the  guardians  of  religion  and  the  interpreters 
of  mysteries  ;  and  being  skilled  in  medicine,  were  consulted 
for  the  preservation  or  restoration  of  health. 

4.  Among  their  gods,  the  principal  object  of  their  worship 
was  Mercury.7  Next  to  him  they  adored  justice  (under  the 
name  of  Astarte),  then  Apollo,  and  Mars  (who  was  called 
Vitucadrus),  Jupiter,  Minerva,  Hercules,  Victory  (called 
Andate),  Diana,  Cybele,  and  Pluto.  Of  these  deities  they 
held  the  same  opinions  as  other  nations. 

6.  The  Britons,  like  the  Gauls,  endeavoured  to  derive 
their  origin  from  Dis  or  Pluto,  boasting  of  this  ancient 
tradition  of  the  druids.  For  this  reason  they  divided  time^ 
not  by  the  number  of  days,  but  of  nightSi  and  thus  distin- 

^  This  paange  has  puzzled  the  British  antiquaries,  because  it  militatea 
against  the  grand  principle  of  the  druidic  theology,  and  because,  as  they 
•nert,  no  traces  of  the  Greek  or  Roman  deities  are  found  among  Uie  eariy 
Britons.  Posnbly  some  of  the  British  tribes  might  hare  brought  this  mode 
of  woiriiip  from  Gaul ;  but  more  probably  the  assertion  was  deriyed  from 
the  misconception  of  the  ancient  authoit  themselyes,  who  gaye  the  names 
of  their  own  deities  to  the  objects  of  adoration  distinguished  bj  similar 
attributes  in  other  countries.  Tbs  account  is  borrowed  from  Cuaar^ 
description  of  the  G«nl%  lib.  n  $  1ft. 
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guished  the  commencement  of  the  month,  and  the  time  of 
their  birth.  This  custom  agrees  with  the  ancient  mode 
of  computation  adopted  in  Genesis,  chapter  i.^ 

6.  The  druids,  being  held  in  high  veneration,  were  greatly 
followed  hj  the  young  men  for  the  sake  of  their  instructions. 
They  decided  almost  all  public  and  private  controversies,  and 
determined  disputes  relative  to  inheritance  or  the  boundaries 
of  lands.  They  decreed  rewards  and  punishments,  and 
enforced  their  decisions  by  an  exclusion  from  the  sacrifices. 
This  exclusion  was  deemed  the  severest  punishment ;  because 
the  interdicted,  being  deemed  impious  and  wicked,  were 
shunned  as  if  contagious ;  justice  was  refused  to  their 
supplications,  and  they  were  allowed  no  marks  of  honour.9 

7.  Over  the  druids  presided  a  chief,  vested  with  supreme 
authority.  At  his  death  he  was  succeeded  by  the  next  in 
dignity  ;  but  if  there  were  several  of  equal  rank,  the  contest 
was  decided  by  the  sufi&ages  of  their  body ;  and  sometimes 
they  even  contended  in  arms  for  this  honour.^ 

8.  The  druids  went  not  to  war,  paid  no  tribute  like  the 
rest  of  the  people,  were  exempted  from  military  duties,  and 
enjoyed  immunities  in  all  things.  From  these  high  privil^es 
many  either  voluntarily  entered  into  their  order,  or  were 
placed  in  it  by  friends  or  parents. 

9.  They  learned  a  number  of  verses,  which  were  the  only 
kind  of  memorials  or  annals  in  use  among  them.^  Some 
persons  accordingly  remained  twenty  years  under  their 
instruction,  which  they  did  not  deem  it  lawful  to  commit 
to  writing,  though  on  other  subjects  they  employed  the 
Greek  alphabet  "  This  custom,"  to  use  the  words  of  Julius 
Cffisar,  ''  seems  to  have  been  adopted  for  two  reasons  :  first, 
not  to  expose  their  doctrines  to  the  common  people ;  and, 
secondly,  lest   their   scholars,  trusting   to   letters,  should 

*  ^  And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  first  day,**  &c.  ver.  5. 
We  also  still  say  a  0e*niit^,  a  {oiinigfU, 

*  Like  the  excommunication  of  the  catholic  church. 

^  Such  a  custom  would  contrayene  the  principles  of  the  druidic  or  bardie 
system,  which  prohibited  them  from  using  arms.  The  remark  seemi  to  hate 
been  extended  to  a  general  application  by  Richard,  from  a  single  instance 
recorded  by  Cosar,  of  a  druidic  election  in  Gaul  thus  decided. 

*  According  to  the  opinion  of  the  Welsh  antiquaries,  the  system  of 
druidical  knowledge  forms  the  basb  of  the  Triads.  If  this  be  the  case^  it 
must  be  confessed  that  the  bards  possessed  a  profound  knowledge  of  humaa 
■atUTO,  imoonmion  critical  sagacity,  and  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
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be  less  Mudons  to  rem^^mber  their  precepts ;  for  such 
assistance  commonlj  diminishes  application,  and  weakens 
the  memory." 

10.  In  the  first  place  th^j  circulated  the  doctrine  that 
souls  do  not  die,  but  migrate  into  other  bodies.'    By  this 

hannonj  of  language  and  the  properties  of  xnetrew  For  example,  the 
subjects  of  the  poetical  Triads  are. 

The  Welsh  hmguage. 
Fancy  and  inrention. 
The  design  of  poetry. 
Nature  of  just  thinking. 
Rules  of  arrangement. 
Rules  of  description. 
Variety  of  matter  and  invention. 
Rules  of  composition ;  comprising  the  laws  of 
verse,  rhyme,  stanzas,  consonancy  or  allitera- 
tion, and  accent. 
We  quote  a  i»w  of  these  Triads  to  show  their  nature  and  structure. 
The  three  qoidifications  of  poetry ; — endowment  of  genius,  judgment 
from  experience,  and  happiness  of  mind. 

The  three  foundations  of  judgment  ^bold  design,  frequent  practice, 
and  frequent  mistakes. 

The  three  foundations  of  learning ; — seeing  much,  suffering  much,  and 
studjring  much. 

The  three  foundations  of  happiness  ; — a  suffering  with  contentment,  a 
hope  that  it  will  come,  and  a  belief  that  it  will  be. 
The  three  foundations  of  thought ; — perspicuity,  amplitude,  and  justness. 
The  three  canons  of  perspicuity ; — the  won]  that  is  necessary,  the 
quantity  that  is  necessary,  and  the  manner  that  is  necessary. 

The  three  canons  of  amplitude ; — appropriate  thought,  variety  of  thought, 
and  requisite  thought. 

'  According  to  the  Triads,  the  theology  of  the  bards  was  pure  monotheism. 
They  taught  also  the  transmigration  of  souls ;  believine  that  the  soul  passed 
by  death  through  all  the  gradations  of  animal  life,  from  Anoom,  the  bot- 
tomless abyss,  or  lowest  degree  of  animation,  up  to  the  highest  degree  of 
spiritual  existence  next  to  the  Supreme  Being.  Human  nature  was  con- 
sidered as  the  middle  point  of  this  scale.  As  this  was  a  state  of  liberty, 
in  which  the  soul  could  attach  itself  to  either  good  or  evil ;  if  evil  predom- 
inated,  it  was  after  death  obliged  to  retrace  its  former  transmigrations  firom 
a  point  in  the  animal  creation  equal  to  its  turpitude,  and  it  again  and  again 
became  man  till  it  was  attached  to  good.  Above  humanity,  though  it 
might  again  animate  the  boly  of  man,  it  was  incapable  of  relapse ;  but 
oontinnc^  progressively  rising  )o  a  degree  of  goodness  and  bappineii^  inftrior 
only  to  the  Oeity. 

It  is  remarkiU>le  that  mar.y  sin^ar  points  of  comddence  have  been 
discovered  in  comparing  the  religious  system  of  the  Hindoos  with  that 
of  the  ancient  Britons ;  and  in  the  languages  of  these  wo  people  some 
strikhig  similarities  occur  in  those  proverbs  and  fonm  of  expression  wbieh 
•re  derived  tt€m  national  customs  and  religious  ceremonies. 
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principle  thej  Loped  men  would  be  more  powerfully  actuated 
to  virtue,  and  delivered  from  the  fear  of  death.  Thej 
likewise  instructed  students  in  the  knowledge  of  the  heavenlj 
bodies,  in  geography,  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  power 
of  the  gods.* 

1 1.  Their  admiration  of  the  mistletoe  must  not  be  omitted. 
The  druids  esteemed  nothing  more  sacred  than  the  mistletoe, 
and  the  tree  on  which  it  grew,  if  an  oak.  They  particularly 
delighted  in  groves  of  oaks,^  and  performed  no  sacred  rite 
without  branches  of  that  tree,  and  hence  seems  to  be 
derived  their  name  of  druids,  A^idtg,  Whatever  grew  on 
an  oak  was  considered  as  sent  from  heaven,  and  as  a  sign 
that  the  tree  was  chosen  by  Grod  himself.  The  mistletoe  was 
difficult  to  be  found,  and  when  discovered  was  gathered  with 
religious  ceremonies,  particularly  at  the  sixth  day  of  the 
moon  (from  which  period  they  dated  their  months  and  years, 
and  their  cycle  of  thirty  years,)  because  the  moom  was 
supposed  to  possess  extraordinary  powers  when  she  had  not 
completed  her  second  quarter.  The  mistletoe  was  called  in 
their  language  all  healfi    The  sacrifice  and  the  feast  being 

*  This  account  of  the  druids,  like  some  of  the  preceding  paragraphs,  is 
borrowed  from  Cesar's  description  of  the  Gauls. 

*  Gen.  xxi.  33. 

*  The  worship  and  religious  ceremonies  of  the  druids  hare  formed  the 
subject  of  many  and  voluminous  dissertations ;  and  the  mistletoe,  from  its 
connection  with  their  sacred  rites,  is  a  plant  that  has  always  been  interest- 
ing to  antiquaries.  In  a  letter  recently  receired  by  the  editor  from  the 
learned  and  scientific  Professor  of  Botany,  Dr.  Daubeny,  of  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  that  gentleman  observes,  that  though  the  mistletoe  is 
occasionally  found  on  the  oak  m  Britain,  yet  this  occurs  so  rarely  that  it  is 
difficult  to  suppose  the  druids  could  have  got  a  supply  for  their  purpooes 
from  such  a  source. 

*<  There  is  a  plant  nearly  allied  to  the  mistletoe,  the  Loranthus  Euro- 
pauB,  which  grows  freely  on  the  oak,  when  it  occurs;  but  unfortunately  the 
most  western  locality  known  is  the  garden  of  Schoenbrunn  near  Vienna, 
but  out  of  the  limits,  I  believe,  within  which  the  druidical  worship  existed: 
it  is  yery  uncommon  in  Hungary. 

<<ThiB  circumstance  has  given  rise  to  an  hypothesis,  which  I  may  repeat 
without  attachmg  to  it  any  very  great  importance,  namely,  that  the  Lcian- 
thus  is  the  mistletoe  of  the  druids,  and  that  when  the  druidical  worship 
was  exterminated,  tlus  plant,  as  being  introduced  into  their  rites,  was  ex- 
tirpated from  all  those  parts  of  Europe,  wheze  the  druids  were  known.** 

The  oaJc  among  the  ancient  iteitons  was  peculiarly  sacred  as  the  place  of 
worri^p,  and  consequently  branches  of  this  tree  were  used  to  adorn  the 
altar,  and  garlands  of  its  leaves  to  decorate  the  priest  or  druid  ;  and  the 
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duly  prepared  onder  tht  >ree,  they  led  tbitlier  two  white 
bulls,  whose  hems  were  then  bound  for  the  first  time.^  The 
priest,  clothed  in  a  white  vestment,  ascending  the  tree,  cut 
off  the  mistletoe  with  a  golden  bill,  and  received  it  in  a  white 
clotlu  They  then  slew  the  victims,  invoking  the  favour  of 
the  Deity  on  their  offering.  They  conceived  that  the  mistle- 
toe cured  sterility  in  animals  ;  and  considered  it  as  a  specific 
against  all  poisons.  So  great  was  the  superstition  generally 
prevailing  among  nations  with  respect  to  frivolous  objects. 

The  doctrine  of  the  druids  is  said  to  have  been  first  in- 
vented in  Britain,  and  from  thence  carried  into  Gaul ;  on 
which  account  Pliny  says  (in  his  thirtieth  book),  "  But  why 
should  I  commemorate  these  things  with  regard  to  an  art 
which  has  passed  over  the  sea,  and  reached  the  bounds  of 
nature  ?  Britain  even  at  this  time  celebrates  it  with  so 
many  wonderful  ceremonies,  that  she  seems  to  have  taught 
it  to  the  Persians."  Julius  Caesar  affirms  the  same  in  his 
Conmientaries :  "  And  now  those  persons  who  wish  to  acquire 

mistletoe,  being  so  seldom  found  on  the  oak,  was  considered  so  great  and 
desirable  an  appendage,  that  no  solemn  festival  was  held  without  it. 
It  has  been  observed  by  naturalists  that  the  blossom  of  the  mistletoe  falls 
within  a  few  days  of  the  summer  solstice,  and  the  berry  within  a  few  davs 
of  the  winter  solstice.  These  incidents  therefore  marked  the  return  of  two 
of  the  usual  seasons  for  holding  the  bardic  conventions  and  festivals.  When 
the  sacrifice  was  over,  the  hemes  of  this  plant  were  taken  by  the  ovate,  the 
physician  of  the  tribe,  and  converted  to  medical  purposes.  That  these 
berries  possessed  medicinal  virtues  can  hardly  be  doubted.  The  following 
passage  respecting  this  sacred  plant  occurs  in  Bacon : — **  Mistletoe  groweth 
chiefly  upon  crab  trees,  apple  trees,  sometimes  upon  hazels,  and  rarely  upon 
oaks ;  the  mistletoe  whereof  is  counted  very  medicinal.  It  is  ever  green, 
winter  and  summer,  and  beareth  a  white  glistening  berry :  and  it  is  a  plant 
utterly  differing  from  the  plant  on  which  it  groweth." 

Sir  John  G>lbach  published  a  Dissertation  on  the  efficacy  of  the 
mistletoe  in  1720  ;  but  in  medicine,  as  in  &shion,  what  is  deemed  of  high 
value  in  one  age  is  discontmued  in  the  next,  and  Uiought  nothing  of.  Such 
if  (he  £iite  of  Uie  mistletoe  in  the  vresent  day  as  to  any  medicinal  use  that 
is  made  of  it 

'  As  the  plough  was  fastened  to  the  horns  of  the  beasts,  this  expression 
signifies  that  the  animal  had  never  been  employed  in  labour. 

It  is  a  singular  comcidence  of  circumstances  that  bulls  perfectly  whit« 
#ere  sacrifi<^  by  tibe  Egyptians  to  Apis.  When  such  an  animal  was 
found  unblemish^,  and  without  a  smgle  black  hair,  the  jpriest  tied  a  fillet 
about  his  horns,  and  sealed  it  with  the  signet  of  his  ring;  it  beiQg  a  capM 
crime  to  sacrifice  one  of  these  animals  except  it  was  that  marked.-* 
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a  more  extensiye  knowledge  of  such  thingsi  repair  co  Britaio 
for  informatioii.'' 

13.  At  a  certain  time  of  the  jear  the  druids  retired  to  a 
consecrated  grove  in  the  island  of  Mona,  whither  all  persons 
among  whom  controversies  had  arisen,  repaired  for  the  deci 
sion  of  their  disputes. 

14.  Besides  the  druids,  there  were  among  the  Gauls  and 
Britons  poets,  called  bards,^  who  sang  in  heroic  measures  the 
deeds  of  the  gods  and  heroes,  accompanlsd  with  the  sweet 
notes  of  the  lyre. 

15.  Concerning  the  druids  and  bards,  I  shall  conclude 
this  chapter  in  the  words  of  Lucan : — 

**  You  too,  ye  bards  I  whom  sacred  raptures  fire. 
To  chant  your  heroes  to  your  country's  lyre; 
Who  consecrate,  in  your  immortal  strain, 
Brave  patriot  souls,  in  righteous  battle  slain, 
Securely  now  the  tuneful  task  renew. 
And  noblest  themes  in  deathless  songs  punue. 
The  druids  now,  while  arms  are  heard  no  more. 
Old  mysteries  and  barbarous  rites  restore, 
A  tribe  who  singular  religion  love. 
And  haunt  the  lonely  coverts  of  the  grove. 
To  these,  and  these  of  all  mankind  alone, 
l^he  Kods  are  sure  revealed  or  sure  unknown* 
If  dying  mortals*  doom  they  sing  aright, 
No  ghosts  descend  to  dwell  in  dreadful  night } 
No  parting  souls  to  grisly  Pluto  go. 
Nor  seek  the  dreary  silent  shades  below ; 
But  forth  they  fly  immortal  in  their  kind, 
And  other  bodies  in  new  worlds  they  find ; 
Thus  life  for  ever  runs  its  endless  race, 
And  like  a  line  death  but  divides  the  space, 
A  stop  which  can  but  for  a  moment  hist, 
A  pomt  between  the  future  and  the  past. 
Thrice  happy  they  beneath  their  northern  skies, 
Who  that  wont  fear — the  fear  of  death — despise 
Hence  they  no  cares  for  this  frail  being  feel. 
But  rush  undaunted  on  the  pointed  steel; 
Provoke  approaching  fate,  and  bravely  scorn 
To  spare  that  life  which  most  lo  soon  return." 

Rowi^M  iMOom^  book  i. 

*  According  to  the  Welsh  antiquaiiet,  these  distinetioni  are  ccroDeouo. 
The  druidical,  or  rather  bordic,  system  consisted  of  three  claaet :  the  bud 
proper,  whose  province  was  philosophy  and  poetiy ;  the  ^swA^  or  minifltcr 
of  rdigion ;  and  the  OTsto,  or  machamo  and  artist.  Foracunoinaeooiiiit 
of  the  bardic  ^stem  and  uutHutions  the  reader  is  lefemd  to  tba  " 
tkKL  to  Owon'a  Tranalarioni  of  the  Ekgiea  of  Hywawii  Hli 
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CHAP.  V. 

1.  Tms  island  is  rich  in  com  and  wood,  is  well  adapted 
for  the  maintenance  of  flocks  and  cattle,  and  in  some  places 
produces  vines.  It  also  abounds  'v^ith  marine  and  land 
bii'ds,  and  contains  copious  springs,  and  numerous  rivers, 
stored  wiih.  fish,  and  plentifullj  supplied  with  salmon  and 
eels. 

2.  Sea-cows  or  seals,^  and  dolphins  are  caught,  and  whales^ 
of  which  mention  is  made  hj  the  satirist : 

•<  Quanto  delphinia  balsna  Britannica  major.*' 

3.  There  are  besides  several  sorts  of  shell-fish,  among 
which  are  muscles,  containing  pearls  often  of  the  best  kind, 
and  of  every  colour  :  that  is,  red,  purple,  violet,  green  (prci* 
9in%)y  but  principallj  white,  as  we  find  in  the  venerable 
Bede's  Ecclesiastical  History. 

4.  Shells^  are  still  more  abundant,  from  which  is  prepared 
a  scarlet  dje  of  the  most  beautiful  hue,  which  never  fades 
from  the  efiect  of  the  sun  or  rain,  but  becomes  finer  as  it 
grows  older. 

6.  In  Britain  are  salt  and  warm  springs,  from  which  are 
formed  hot  baths,  suited  to  all  ages,  with  distinct  places  for 
the  two  sexes.^ 

6.  White  lead  is  found  in  the  midland  regions,  and  iron  in 
the  maritime,  but  in  small  quantities  gold  and  silver  are  also 
produced,  but  brass  is  imported.  Jet  of  the  purest  quality 
abounds ;  it  is  of  a  shining  black,  and  highly  infianmiable.^ 
When  burned,  it  drives  away  serpents,  and  when  warmed  by 
friction  attracts  bodies,  like  amber. 

7.  Britain  being  situated  almost  under  the  north  pole,  the 

*  We  do  not  find  that  Pennant  mentions,  among  the  amphibious  animali^ 
the  Vttuli  Afarini,  bj  which  Richard  probably  meant  seals. 

'  Richard  calls  these  shells  Cochlea,  or  snails,  though  he  probably  alludes 
to  the  species  styled  bj  naturalists  Murea,  which  contained  the  feunous 
Tyrian  puiple,  so  much  ralued  by  the  ancients.  Yet,  whaterer  our  island 
may  have  formerly  produced,  we  discern  no  traces  in  later  agei^  of  any  tes- 
taceous animal  gelding  a  purple  or  scarlet  dye. 

*  Richard  here  doubtless  principally  alludes  to  Bath,  the  Aqvm  Solii  of 
theandents. 

'  This  substance  appeus  to  have  been  wron^t  into  onuunents  for  tht 
person.  In  the  barrows,  jet  beads  of  a  long  eUiptioal  fbim  were  finindi  !•• 
fKber  with  othen  of  amber,  and  a  coarse  blue  glaa* 

vv2 
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nights  are  so  light  in  summer,  that  it  is  often  doubtful  wlie* 
tber  the  evening  or  morning  twilight  prevails ;  because  the 
Bun,  in  letuming  to  the  east,  does  not  long  remain  below  the 
horizon.  Hence,  also,  according  to  Cleomenes,  the  longest 
daj  in  summer,  and  the  longest  night  in  winter,  when  the 
sun  declines  towards  the  south,  is  eighteen  hours ;  and  the 
shortest  night  in  summer,  and  day  in  winter,  is  six  hours. 
In  the  same  manner  as  in  Armenia,  Macedon,  Italy,  and  the 
regions  under  the  same  parallel,  the  longest  day  is  fifteen, 
and  the  shortest  nine  hours. 

8.  But  I  have  given  a  sufficient  account  of  Britain  and  the 
Britons  in  genend.  I  shall  now  descend  to  particulars ;  and 
in  the  succeeding  pages,  shall  describe  the  state  and  revolu- 
tions of  the  different  nations  who  inhabited  this  island,  the 
cities  which  ennobled  it,  with  other  particulars,  and  their 
condition  under  the  Roman  dominion. 

CHAP.  VI. 

1.  Britain,  according  to  the  most  accurate  and  authentic 
accounts  of  the  ancients,  was  divided  into  seven  parts, 
six  of  which  were  at  different  times  subjected  to  the  Ro- 
man empire,  and  the  seventh  held  by  the  uncivilized  Cale- 
donians. 

2.  These  divisions  were  called  Britannia  Prima,  Secunda, 
Flavia,  Maxima,  Valentia,  and  Vespasiana,  which  last  did 
not  long  remain  under  the  power  of  the  Romans.  Britannia 
Prima  is  separated  by  the  river  Thamesis  from  Flavia,  and' 
by  the  sea^  from  Britannia  Secunda.  Flavia  begins  from  the 
German  Ocean,  is  bounded  by  the  Thamesis,^  by  the  Sa- 
brina,^  on  the  side  of  the  Silures  and  Ordovices,  and  trends 
towards  the  north  and  the  r^on  of  the  Brigantes.^  Max- 
ima, beginning  at  the  extreme  boundary  of  Flavia,  reaches 
to  the  wall,®  which  traverses  the  whole  island,  and  faces  the 
north.    Valentia  occupies  the  whole  space  between  this  wall 

*  Rather  bj  the  estuarj  of  the  Severn.        *  Thamei.        *  Severn. 

*  Here  some  word  is  eridently  omitted  in  the  original.  We  would  mp» 
ply  it  by  comparing  this  description  with  that  of  Britannia  Secunda  in  the 
second  section,  and  read  **Sabrina  ei  Deva,"^  &c,  by  the  SeTcm  and  tk^ 
Dee  from  the  Silures  and  Ordorices." 

*  The  wall  or  vallum  erected  by  Sererus  between  the  Solway  Frith 
tha  mouth  of  the  Tyna. 
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and  that  built  by  the  emperor  Antoninus  Pius,  from  the 
estuary  of  the  Bdora9  to  that  of  the  Cljdda.^  Vespasiana 
stretches  from  the  estuary  of  the  Bdora  to  the  city  of  Al- 
duith,^  from  whence  a  line  drawn  to  the  mouth  of  the  Varar* 
shows  the  boundary.  Britannia  Secnnda  faces  the  Irish  Sea 
to  the  north  and  west  But  sufficient  notice  has  now  been 
taken  of  the  provinces. 

3.  Before  we  proceed  to  a  more  minute  description,  let  us 
touch  upon  the  form  of  government  In  remote  times  all 
Britain  was  divided  among  pet^  princes  and  states,  some  of 
whom  are  said  to  have  existed  aner  the  country  was  occupied 
by  the  Romans ;  though,  under  the  Roman  domination,  they 
retuned  scarcely  the  shadow  of  regal  authority.  A  legate 
being  appointed  by  the  emperor  over  the  conquered  countries, 
Britain  became  a  proconsular  province.  This  form  of  go- 
vernment continued  several  ages,  although  in  the  meantime 
the  island  underwent  many  divisions,  first  into  the  Upper 
and  Lower  districts,  and  then,  as  we  have  before  shown,  into 
seven  parts.  It  afterwards  became  the  imperial  residence  of 
Carausius  and  those  whom  he  admitted  to  a  share  of  his 
power.  Constantine  the  Great,  the  glory  and  defence  of 
Christianity,  is  supposed  to  have  raised  Maxima  and  Yalen- 
tia  to  consular  provinces,  and  Prima,  Secunda,  and  Flavia,  to 
prffisidials.  But  over  the  whole  island  was  appointed  a 
deputy-governor,  under  the  authority  of  the  praBtorian  pre- 
fect of  GauL  Besides  whom,  an  ancient  volume,  written 
about  that  period,  mentions  a  person  of  great  dignity,  by 
the  title  of  eomes^  or  count  of  the  Britons,  another  as  count 
of  the  Saxon  coast,  and  a  third  as  leader  or  duke  of  Britain ; 
with  many  others,  who,  although  possessed  of  great  offices, 
must  be  passed  over  in  silence,  for  want  of  certain  inform- 
ation.^ 

4.  I  now  commence  my  long  journey,  to  examine  minutely 
the  whole  island  and  its  particiUar  parts,  and  shall  follow  the 
footsteps  of  the  best  authors.  I  b^in  with  the  extreme  part 
of  the  first  province,  whose  coasts  are  opposite  Graul.  This 
province  contains  three  celebrated    and    powerful    states, 

*  Bodora  and  Bodotria,  Frith  of  Forth. 

*  Clotta.    Clyde.  •  Dumbarton.  •  Murray  Frith. 

*  These  remarks  seem  to  have  been  drawn  from  the  Notitia  Imptrn  , 
unii  eontequentlj  refer  to  a  late  period  of  the  empire. 
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namely,  Cantiom,  Belgium,  and  Damnouium,  each  cf  wbicb 
Ii  particular  I  shall  carefully  examine. 
First  of  Cantium. 

5.  Cantium,^  situated  at  tlie  extremity  of  Britannia  Prima, 
was  inhabited  by  the  Cantii,  and  contains  the  cities  of  Dure- 
brobis^  and  Cantiopolis,^  which  was  the  metropolis,  and  the 
burial-place  of  St.  Augustin,  the  apostle  of  the  English ; 
DubrsB,^  Lemanus,^  and  Regulbium^  garrisoned  by  the 
Bomans ;  also  their  primary  station  Rhutupis,^  which  was 
colonized  and  became  the  metropolis,  and  where  a  haven  was 
formed  capable  of  containing  the  Roman  fleet  which  com- 
manded the  North  Sea.  This  city  was  of  such  celebrity  that 
it  gave  the  name  of  Rhutupine  to  the  neighbouring  shores ; 
which  Lucan, 

**  Aut  vaga  qwim  Thetif  Rhutupinaque  littora  fenrent** 
From  hence  03r8ters  of  a  large  size  and  superior  flavour  wero 
sent  to  Rome,  as  Juvenal  observes, 

*^  Circttis  nata  forent,  an 
Lucrinum  ad  saxiim,  RHurupurovB  edita  fimdo 
Ostrea,  callebat  primo  deprendere  morau." 

It  was  the  station  of  the  second  Augustan  legion,  under  tba 
count  of  the  Saxon  coast  a  person  of  high  distinction. 

6.  The  kingdom  of  Cantium  is  watered  by  many  rivers. 
The  principal  are  Madus^  Sturius,*  Dubris,*  and  Lemanus,^ 
which  last  separates  the  Cantii  from  the  Bibroci. 

7.  Among  the  three  principal  promontories  of  Britain,  that 
which  derives  its  name  from  Cantium^  is  most  distinguished. 
There  the  ocean,  being  confined  in  an  angle,  according  to  the 
tradition  of  the  ancients,  gradually  forced  its  way,  and 
formed  the  strait  which  renders  Britain  an  island. 

8.  The  vast  forest  called  by  some  the  Anderidan,  vf'*  Ij 
others  the  Caledonian,  stretches  from  Cantium  a  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  through  the  countries  of  the  Bibroci  and  the 
S^ontiaci,  to  the  confines  of  the  Hedui.  It  is  thus  men- 
tioned by  the  poet  Lucan  :-— 

*  Cantium  contained  the  present  county  of  Kent,  as  far  as  the  Rother, 
except  a  small  district  in  which  Holwood  Hill  is  situated,  and  which  be- 
longed  to  the  Rhemi.  *  Rochester.  '  Canteibuiy. 

*  Dover.  *  Situated  on  the  Lymne.  *  Reculver. 

*  RichboToogh.  '  The  Medwar.  *  The  Stour. 

*  A  liwlet  at  Po?er.         *  The  Bothsr*  '  The  North  Fofeland. 
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^  Unde  aaedoniis  £illit  tmbata  BntaniMM.** 

9.  The  Bibroci^  were  ritnated  next  to  the  Cantii,  and,  as 
some  imagine,  were  subject  to  them.  They  were  also  called 
Rhemi,  and  are  not  unknown  in  record.  They  inhabited 
Bibrocum,^  Regentium,^  and  Noviomagus,*  which  was  their 
metropolis.     The  Romans  held  Anderida.^ 

10.  On  their  confines,  and  bordering  on  the  Thames, 
dwelt  the  Attrebates,'  whose  primary  city  was  Calleba.* 

11.  Below  them,  nearer  the  river  Kunetius,*  lived  the 
S^ontiaci,^  whose  chief  city  was  Vindonum.^ 

12.  Below,  towards  the  ocean,  and  bordering  on  the  Bib- 
rod,  lived  the  Belgae,®  whose  chief  cities  were  Clausentum,** 
now  called  Southampton  ;  Portus  Magnus  ;*  Venta,*  a  noble 
city  situated  upon  the  river  Antona.  So]d)iodunum^  was 
garrisoned  by  the  Romans.  All  the  Belgte  are  Allobroges, 
or  foreigners,  and  derived  their  origin  from  the  Belgas  and 
Celts.  The  latter,  not  many  ages  before  the  arrival  of 
C»sar,  quitted  their  native  country,  Gaul,  which  was  con- 
quered by  the  Romans  and  Grermans,  and  passed  over  to  this 
island  :  the  former,  after  crossing  the  Rhine,  and  occupying 
the  conquered  country,  likewise  sent  out  colonies,  of  which 
Csesar  has  spoken  more  at  large.^ 

13.  All  the  regions  south  of  the  Thamesis^  were,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  records,  occupied  by  the  warlike  nations  of  the 
Senones.  These  people,  under  the  guidance  of  their  re- 
nowned king  Brennus,  penetrated  through  Gaul,  forced  a 

'  The  Bibroci,  Rhemi,  or  Repii,  inhabited  part  of  Hants,  and  of  Berks, 
Suflsez,  Surrey,  and  a  small  portion  of  Kent. 

*  Uncertam.  Stnkelej  clUh  it  Bibrox,  Bibraz,  or  the  Bibracte  of  the 
Itineraij.  *  Chichester.  ^  HolwoodHUl. 

*  Perensej  '  Part  of  Hants,  and  Berks. 

*  Silchester.  For  the  prooft  that  this  place  was  the  site  of  Callova  see 
the  Commentaiy  on  the  Itinerary. 

*  Kennet.  *  Part  of  Hants,  and  Berks. 

*  Probably  Egbury  Camp. 

*  The  Belg»  occupied  those  parts  of  Hants  and  Wilts  not  held  bj  the 
Segontiaci. 

*  This  is  an  error :  the  ancient  Clausentum  was  at  Bittern,  on  the  Itchin, 
opposite  Northern.         ^  Portchester.        '  Winchester.         '  Old  Saruro. 

^  This  passage  as  printed  in  the  original  is  very  obscure ;  but  the  mean- 
ing is  supplied  by  Cinar,  from  whom  it  is  taken,  and  a  subsequent  pagt 
where  Richard  mentions  the  same  fact. —  Vide  the  Chronology  in  b.  ii  c.  i. 
9.  •  Thames. 
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passage  over  the  Alps,  hitherto  deemed  impracticable,  ard 
would  have  razed  proud  Rome,  had  not  the  fates,  which 
seemed  like  to  carry  the  republic  in  tkeir  bosom,  till  it  reached 
its  destined  height  of  glory,  averted  the  threatened  calamitj. 
By  the  cackle  of  a  goose  Manlius  was  warned  of  the  danger, 
and  hurled  the  barbarians  from  the  capitol,  in  their  mid- 
night attack.  The  same  protecting  influence  afterwards  sent 
Camillus  to  his  assistance,  who,  by  assailing  them  in  the  rear, 
quenched  the  conflagration  which  they  had  kindled,  in 
Senonic  blood,  and  preserved  the  city  from  impending  de- 
struction. In  consequence  of  this  vast  expedition,  the  land 
of  the  Senones,^  being  left  without  inhabitants,  and  full  of 
spoils,  was  occupied  by  the  above-mentioned  Belgas. 

14.  Near  the  Sabrina  and  below  the  Thamesis  lived  the 
Hedui,^  whose  principal  cities  were  Ischalis?  and  Avalonia.* 
The  bathSyO  which  were  also  called  Aquae  Solis,  were  made 
the  seat  of  a  colony,  and  became  the  perpetual  residence  of 
the  Romans  who  possessed  this  part  of  Britain.  This  was  a 
celebrated  city,  situated  upon  the  river  Abona,  remarkable 
for  its  hot  springs,  which  were  formed  into  baths  at  a  great 
expense.  Apollo  and  Minerva^  were  the  tutelary  deities,  in 
whose  temples  the  perpetual  Are  never  fell  into  ashes,  but  as 
it  wasted  away  turned  into  globes  of  stone. 

15.  Below  the  Hedui  are  situated  the  Durotriges,  who  are 
sometimes  called  Morini.  Their  metropolis  was  Durinum,- 
and  their  territory  extended  to  the  promontory  Vindelia.* 
In  their  country  the  land  is  gradually  contracted,  and  si.^ems 
to  form  an  immense  arm  which  repels  the  waves  of  the 
ocean. 

16.  In  this  arm  was  the  region  of  the  Cimbri,^  whose 
country  was  divided  from  that  of  the  Hedui  by  the  river 
Uzella.^    It  is  not  ascertained  whether  the  Cimbri  gave  to 

'  Theie  was  a  tribe  of  Celts  called  Senones  seated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Seine  as  late  as  the  time  of  Cesar,  and  this  was  one  of  the  tribes  who 
marched  with  Brennus  against  Rome.  But  we  cannot  discoyer  from 
whence  Richard  drew  his  information  that  these  Senones  originally  emi- 
grated from  Britain,  leaving  their  comitry  to  be  occupied  by  the  Belgs. 

*  Nearly  a!l Somersetshire.       '  Ilchester.        •Glastonbury.        '  BatK 
^  This  is  drawn  from  Solinus,  who  speaks  of  Britain  in  generaL    W« 

know  not  on  wlMt  auUiority  it  was  applied  by  Richard  to  Bath. 

*  Maiden  Cartle,  near  Dorchester.  *  Isle  of  Portland. 
^PUtofSomenelaiidDefOD.                     ^ThePamt 
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Wales  its  modern  name,  or  whether  their  origin  is  more 
remote.  Their  chief  cities  were  Termolus®  and  Artavia.i> 
From  hence,  according  to  the  ancients,  are  seen  the  pillars  of 
Hercules,  and  the  island  Herculea^  not  far  distant.  From 
the  Uxella  a  chain  of  mountains  called  Ocrinum  extends  to 
the  promontory  known  hj  the  same  name. 

17.  Beyond  the  Cimhri  the  Camabii  inhabited  the 
extreme  angle  of  the  island,^  from  whom  this  district  pro* 
bablj  obtained  its  present  name  of  Camubia  (Cornwall^ 
Their  chief  cities  were  Musidum'  and  Halangium.^  But  as 
the  Romans  never  frequented  these  ahnost  desert  and 
uncultivated  parts  of  Britain,  their  cities  seem  to  have  been 
of  little  consequence,  and  were  therefore  neglected  by 
historians;  though  geographers  mention  the  promontories 
Bolerium  and  Antivest8Bum.^ 

18.  Near  the  above-mentioned  people  on  the  sea-coast 
towards  the  south,  and  bordering  on  the  Belgs  AllobrogCs, 
lived  the  Damnonii,  the  most  powerful  people  of  those  parts ; 
on  which  account  Ptolemy  cssigns  to  them  all  the  country 
extending  into  the  sea  like  an  arm.^  Their  cities  were 
nxella,^  Tamara,^  Voluba,^  Cenia,*  and  Isca,'  the  mother  of 
all,  situated  upon  the  Isca.  Their  chief  rivers  were  the  Isca,^ 
Durius,^  Tamarus,^  and  Genius.^  Their  coasts  are  dis- 
tinguished by  three  promontories,  which  will  be  hereafter 
mentioned.  This  region  was  much  frequented  by  the  Phoe- 
nician, Grecian,  and  CUtllic  merchants,  for  the  metals  with 
which  it  abounded,  particulai'ly  for  its  tin.  Proofs  of  this 
may  be  drawn  from  the  names  of  the  above-mentioned 
promontories,  namely  Hellenis,^  Ocrinum,^  and  K^/oD  ,af roKrov,? 
as  well  as  the  numerous  appellations  of  cities,  which  show  a 
Grecian  or  Phoenician  derivation. 

19.  Beyond  this  arm  are  the  isles  called  Sygdiles,^  which 
are  also  denominated  CEstromenides  and  Cassiterides. 

*  Uncertain, — probablj  in  DeTonshire.  *  Ibid.         ^  Lundy  laUiid. 

*  Part  of  Cornwall.  '  Near  Stratton.  *  Cambre. 

*  Land's  End,  and  Lizard  Point. 

'  Cornwall,  Devon,  Dorset,  and  part  of  Somerset 

^  ProbablT  near  Bridgewater.  *  On  the  Tamai. 

*  On  the  Fowej.  *  On  the  Fal. 
«  Exeter.                                            •  Ex. 

*  The  Dart  •  Tamar.  •  The  FaL 

'  Probably  Berrr  Head.  *  Lizard  Point  *  Han  Hc«a. 

>8ciUyIslei. 
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20.  It  is  affirmed  that  the  emperor  Vespasian  fought 
thirty  battles  with  the  united  forces  of  the  Damnonii  and 
Belgae.  The  ten  different  tribes  who  inhabited  the  south 
banks  of  the  Thames  and  Severn  being  gradually  subdued* 
their  country  was  formed  into  the  province  of  Britannim 
Prima,  so  called  because  it  was  the  first  fruit  of  victory 
obtained  by  the  Romans. 

21.  Next  in  order  is  Britannia  Secunda,  which  is  divided 
from  Britannia  Prima  by  the  countries  already  mentioned, 
and  from  the  Flavian  province  by  the  Sabrina^  and  the 
Deva ;'  and  the  remaining  parts  are  bounded  by  the  internal 
sea.  This  was  the  renowned  region  of  the  Silures,*  in- 
habited by  three  powerful  tribes.  Among  these  were 
particularly  distinguished  the  Silures  Proper,  whom  the 
turbid  estuary  of  the  Severn  divides  from  the  country  we 
have  just  described.  These  people,  according  to  SoUnus, 
still  retain  their  ancient  manners,  have  neither  markets  nor 
money,  but  barter  their  commodities,  regarding  rather  utility 
than  price.  They  worship  the  gods,  and  both  men  and 
women  are  supposed  to  foretell  future  events. 

22.  The  chief  cities  of  the  Silures  were,  Sariconium,* 
Magna,<5  Gobaneum,^  and  Venta^  their  capital.  A  Roman 
colony  possessed  the  city  built  on  the  Isca,^  and  called  after 
that  name,  for  many  years  the  station  of  the  second  or 
Augustan  legion,  until  it  was  transferred  to  the  Yalentian 
province,  and  Rhutupis.^  This  was  the  primary  station  of 
the  Romans  in  Britannia  Secunda. 

23.  The  country  of  the  Silures  was  long  powerful, 
particularly  under  Caractacus,  who  during  nine  years  with- 

*  Serern.  •  Dee. 

*  The  Silures,  with  their  two  dependent  tribes,  the  Diroetis  and  the 
Ordorices,  possessed  all  the  country  to  the  west  of  the  Severn  and  the  Dee, 
together  with  the  island  of  Anglesey. 

''Of  these  territories  the  Dimeti«  bad  the  counties  of  Pembroke, 
Cardigan,  and  Caennarthen ;  while  the  Silures  possessed  all  the  rest  of 
South  Wales,  as  well  as  such  parts  of  England  as  lay  to  the  west  of  the 
Severn  and  to  the  South  of  the  Teme :  while  the  Oi^ovices  occupied  all 
North  Wales,  as  well  as  all  the  country  to  the  North  of  the  Teme,  aid  to 
the  West  of  the  Severn  and  the  Dee,  except  a  small  tract  to  the  West  of 
Bangor  and  Penmorvay,  which  together  with  the  isle  of  Anglesey 
belonged  to  their  subordmate  dan  the  Gangani." 

*  Rose  or  Beny  Hill,  in  Weston.  *  Kentcbester. 

'  AbsnaTemiy.  *  Caerwent.  *  Gaerieon  on  Uilu 

■.Ridiboioygli  in  Kent. 
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stood  the  Roman  annSy  and  frequentlj  triumphed  over  them, 
until  he  was  defeated  bj  Ostorius,  as  he  was  preparing  to 
attack  the  Romans.  Caractacus,  howeYer,  escaped  from  the 
battle,  and  in  applying  for  assistance  to  the  neighbouring 
chieftains  was  delivered  up  to  the  Romans,  bj  the  artifices  of 
a  Roman  matron,  Carthismandua,  who  had  married  Yenutius^ 
chief  of  Brigantia.  After  this  defeat  the  Silures  bravely 
defended  their  country  till  it  was  overrun  by  Veranius,  and 
being  finally  conquered  by  Frontinus,  it  was  reduced  into  & 
Roman  province  under  the  name  of  Britannia  Secunda. 

24.  Two  other  tribes  were  subject  to  the  Silures.  First 
the  Ordovices,  who  inhabited  the  north  towards  the  isle  of 
Mona  ;^  and  secondly  the  Dimetise,  who  occupied  the  west, 
where  the  promontory  Octorupium^  is  situated,  and  from 
whence  is  a  passage  of  thirty  nules^  to  Ireland.  The  cities 
of  the  Dimetias  were  Menapia^  and  Maridunum^  the  metro- 
polis. The  Romans  seized  upon  Lovantium^  as  their  station. 
Beyond  these,  and  the  borders  of  the  Silures,  were  the 
Ordovices,  whose  cities  were  Mediolanum^  and  Branno- 
gemum.9  The  Sabrina,  which  rises  in  their  mountains,  is 
justly  reckoned  one  of  the  three  largest  rivers  of  Britain, 
the  Thamesis  (Thames)  and  the  Tavus  (Tay)  being  the 
other  two.  The  name  of  the  Ordovices  is  first  distinguished 
in  history  on  account  of  the  revenge  which  they  took  for 
the  captivity  of  their  renowned  chief.  Hence  they  con- 
tinually harassed  the  Roman  army,  and  would  have  succeeded 
in  annihilating  their  power,  had  not  Agricola  turned  hither 
his  victorious  arms,  subdued  the  whole  nation,  and  put  the 
greater  part  to  the  sword. 

25.  The  territory  situated  north  of  the  Ordovices,  and 
washed  by  the  ocean/  was  formerly  under  their  dominion. 
These  parts  were  certainly  inhabited  by  the  Cangiani,  whose 
chief  dty  was  Segontium,^  near  the  Cangian  promontory,^ 
on  the  Minevian  shore,  opposite  Mona,^  an  island  long 
distinguished  as  the  residence  of  the  druids.  This  island 
contained  many  towns,  though  it  was  scarcely  sixty  miles  in 
circuit ;  and,  as  Fliny  asserts,  is  distant  from  the  colony  of 

'  Andesej.  •  St.  Dayid's  Head. 

^  XXX  millianmn.  •  St  David's.  *  Caennarthen. 

'  Llanio  lasau  on  tho  Teivi.  '  On  the  bank  of  the  Tanat. 

*  Near  Lentwardine.  ^  Caer  Segont  *  Biach  j  Pwyi  Poiat. 

'  An^eiej. 
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Camalodunum  two  hundred  miles.  The  rivers  of  the 
Cangiani  were  Tosibus,*  called  also  Canovius,  and  the  Deva,^ 
which  was  their  boundary.  In  this  region  is  the  stupendous 
mountain  Eriri.<^  Ordovicia,  together  with  the  regions  of 
the  Cangiani  and  Camabii,  unless  report  deceives  me,  consti- 
tuted a  province  called  Genania,  under  the  reign  of  the 
emperors  subsequent  to  Tr^an. 

26.  I  now  proceed  to  the  Flavian  province  ;  but  for  want 
of  authentic  documents,  am  unable  to  ascertain  whether  it 
derived  its  name  from  Flavia  Julia  Helena,  mother  of  Con- 
stantine  the  Great,  who  was  bom  in  these  parts,  or  from  the 
Flavian  family. 

27.  Towards  the  river  Deva  were  situated,  in  the  first 
place,  the  Carnabii.7  Their  principal  places  were  Benonaa,® 
£tocetum,9  and  Banchorium,^  the  last  the  most  celebrated 
monastery  in  the  whole  island,  which  being  overthrown  in 
the  dispute  with  Augustine  was  never  afterwards  restored ; 
and  the  mother  of  the  rest,  Uriconium,^  esteemed  one  of  the 
largest  cities  in  Britain.  In  the  extreme  angle  of  this 
country,  near  the  Deva,  was  the  Roman  colony  Deva,^  the 
work  of  the  twentieth  legion,  which  was  called  Victrix,  and 
was  formerly  the  defence  of  the  region.  This  place  is  sup- 
posed to  be  what  is  now  termed  West  Chester. 

28.  Below  these  people  stretched  the  kingdom,  or  rather 
the  republic,  of  the  Cassii,  called  by  Ptolemy  Catieuchlani, 
which  arose  from  the  union  of  two  nations.  Those  nearest 
the  Sabrina  were  called  the  Dobuni,  or,  according  to  the 
annals  of  Dio,  the  Boduni>  In  their  country  the  Thames 
rises,  and,  proceeding  through  the  territories  of  the  Hedui, 
Attrebates,  Cassii,  Bibroci,  Trinobantes,  and  Cantii,  after  a 
long  course  flows  into  the  German  Ocean.    The  cities  of  the 

*  The  Conway.  •  Dee.  •  Snowdon. 

'  The  territoiy  of  the  Carnabii  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Mer« 
■ey,  west  by  the  Serem,  east  by  part  of  the  Watling  Street,  and  to  th«i 
south  by  Staffordshire. 

*  Benonis ;  High  Cross.  *  Wall. 

*  Banchor.  •  Wroxeter.  *  Chester. 

*  The  Dobuni  were  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Severn,  on  the  sooth 
br  the  Thames,  on  the  east  by  the  CharwclJ^  and  on  the  noitb  by  th« 
Camabii. 

The  Cassiif  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Thames,  on  the  west  by  tb* 
Dobuni,  on  the  east  by  the  Trent,  and  on  the  north  by  the  Icenl 
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Dobuni  were  Salinae^  Branogena,^  on  the  left  of  the  Sabrioa 
[Severn],  Alauna^T  and  the  most  venerable  of  all,  Corinium,^ 
a  famous  city  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  Vespasian. 
But  Glevum,9  situated  in  the  extreme  part  of  the  kingdom^ 
towards  the  territory  of  the  Silures,  was  occupied  by  a  Ro« 
man  colony,  which,  according  to  the  writers  of  those  times, 
was  introduced  by  Claudius  Ctesar.  Adjoining  to  these  were 
the  Cassii,  whose  chief  cities  were  Forum  Dianae^  and  Ver- 
nlamium.^  But  when  the  last  was  raised  by  the  B(»nans  to 
the  municipal  rank,  it  obtained  the  pre-eminence  over  the 
other  cities.  St.  Alban  the  martyr  was  here  bom.  This 
city  was  involved  in  the  ruin  of  Camalodunum^  and  Londi- 
nium,*  in  the  insurrection  of  Bonduica,  which  is  related  by 
Tacitus.  The  Cassii  were  conspicuous  above  the  other 
nations  of  the  island ;  and  Caesar  in  his  second  invasion  had 
the  severest  conflicts  with  their  renowned  chief  Cassibelli- 
nus,  to  whom  many  people  were  tributary  ;  and  was  repulsed 
by  the  Cassii  in  league  with  the  Silures  ;  to  which  Lucan 
alludes  : — "  Territa  qtuesitis  ostendit  terga  Briiannis."  But 
on  the  coming  of  Claudius,  they,  with  the  neighbouring 
people,  were  subdued,  and  their  country  reduced  to  a  Roman 
province,  first  called  Csesariensis,  and  afterwards  Flavia. 

29.  Near  the  Cassii,  where  the  river  Thamesis  approaches 
the  ocean,  was  the  region  of  the  Trinobantes,^  who  not  only 
entered  into  alliance  with  the  Romans,  but  resigned  to  them 
Londinium  their  metropolis,  and  Camalodunum  situated  near 
the  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  colonies.  In  this 
city  was  supposed  to  be  bom  Flavia  Julia  Helena,  the  pious 
wife  of  Constantine  Chlorus  and  mother  of  Constantine  the 
Great,  who  was  descended  from  the  blood  of  the  British 
kings.  It  was  the  chief  colony  of  the  Romans  in  Britain, 
and  distinguished  by  a  temple  of  Claudius,  an  image  of 
Victory,  with  many  ornaments.^  But  Londinium  was  and 
ever  will  be  a  city  of  great  eminence.  It  was  first  named 
Trinovantum,  then  Londinium,  afterwards  Augusta,  and  now 

*  Dioitwich.  *  Near  Lentwardine.        '  Alcetter. 

*  Cirencester  in  Gloucestenhire.    *  Gloucester.  ^  Dunstable. 

*  Old  St  Albans.  *  Colchester.  *  London. 

*  It  stretched  from  the  Thames  to  the  Stour  on  the  north,  and  on  tht 
ireflt  to  tihe  Brent  and  the  Ouse. 

*  This  temple  with  its  omameott  is  mentkaied  in  Tsdtus. 
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again  Londona.  According  to  the  chronicles  it  is  more 
ancient  than  Borne.  It  b  situated  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Thamesis,  and  is  the  g^reat  emporium  c^  many  nations  trading^ 
hj  land  or  sea.  This  city  was  surrounded  with  a  wall  by 
the  empress  Helena^  the  discoverer  of  the  H0I7  Cross  ;  and, 
if  reliance  maj  be  placed  on  tradition,  which  is  not  always 
erroneous,  was  called  Augusta,  as  Britain  was  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  the  Boman  Island. 

30.  The  boundary  of  this  people  towards  the  north  was 
the  river  Surius,^  beyond  which  lived  the  Iceni,  a  famous 
people  divided  into  two  tribes.  The  first  of  these,  the  Ceno- 
manni,  dwelt  to  the  north  towards  the  Trinobantes  and 
Cassii,  and  bordered  on  the  ocean  towards  the  east  Their 
cities  were  Dumomagus,^  and  their  metropolis  Yenta.^ 
Camboricum^  was  a  Boman  colony.  A  tongue  of  land 
stretching  into  the  sea  towards  the  east  was  called  Flavia 
Extrema.^  Their  most  remarkable  rivers  are  the  Grarion,^ 
the  Surius,*  and  the  Aufona^  which  falls  into  the  bay  of 
Metaris.^  Beyond  the  Aufona,  bordering  on  the  Camabii, 
Brigantes,  and  the  ocean,  lived  the  Coitani,^  in  a  tract  of 
country  overspread  with  woods,  which,  like  all  the  woods 
of  Britain,  was  called  Caledonia.^  This  is  mentioned  by 
the  historian  Florus.^  The  chief  city  of  the  Coitani  was 
Bagse.^  Besides  this  was  Lindum,^  a  Boman  colony,  on  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  province.  The  river  Trivonia' 
divides  the  whole  country  into  two  parts.  The  ration  of 
the  Iceni,  being  of  a  warlike  character,  neglected  husbandry 
as  well  as  the  civil  arts  ;  they  voluntarily  joined  the  Bomans ; 
but,  revolting,  and  exciting  others  to  foUow  their  example, 
were  first  subdued  by  Ostorius.  A  few  years  afterwards, 
Fraesutagus  their  king,  at  his  decease,  made  Caosar  and  his 
descendants  his  heirs.  But  the  Bomans,  abusing  the  friend- 
ship of  these  people  and  giving  themselves  up  to  every  species 

'  Sturius,  the  Stour.  *  Castor  near  Chesterton. 

*  Castor  near  Norwich.  ^  Cambridge. 

s  Part  of  the  Suffolk  Coast  *  The  Yar.  <  The  Stour. 

»  The  Nen.  •  Boston  Deep. 

'  In  the  map  giren  by  Bertram  these  people  are  called  the  Coritani 
Thtj  seem  to  hare  inhabited  Lincoln,  Leicester,  and  Nottingham. 

*  Caljddon  means  coverts  or  thickeCa. 

*  B.  &  ch.  10,  where,  speaking  of  Casar,  he  saji,  *  Caledeaias  s» 
funtua  in  ijl?aa."  ^  Leicester.  *  Lincoln*  '  Trent* 
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of  debaucherj,  excited  their  resentment,  and  the  Iceni  with 
their  allies,  under  the  warlike  Bonduica,  widow  of  Pne- 
sutagus,  destroyed  their  colonies,  and  massacred  eighty  thou- 
sand Roman  citizens.  They  were  afterwards  reduced  by 
the  legate  Suetonius,  a  man  highly  esteemed  for  prudence. 

31.  On  the  northern  part  of  this  region  is  the  river  Abus,* 
wliich  falls  into  the  ocean,  and  was  one  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  province  Maxima,  as  Seteja^  was  the  other.  This  pro- 
vince was  also  called  the  kingdom  of  Brigantia,  because  it  com- 
prehended the  r^on  of  that  name  inhabited  by  three  nations. 
At  the  eastern  point,<^  where  the  promontories  of  Oxellum? 
and  of  the  Brigantes^  stretch  into  the  sea,  lived  the  Farisii, 
whose  cities  were  Fetuaria^  and  Fortus  Felix.^ 

32.  Above,  but  on  the  side  of  the  Farisii,  are  the  proper 
Brigantes,^  a  numerous  people  who  once  gave  law  to  the 
whole  province.  Their  towns  were  Epiacum,^  Vinovium,* 
Cambodunum,^  Cataracton,^  Galacum,?  Olicana,^  and  the 
chief  city  Isurium.9  Eboracum,*  on  the  Urus,*  was  the 
metropolis,  first  a  colony  of  the  Romans,  called  Sexta,  from 
being  the  station  of  the  sixth  legion,  termed  the  Victorious, 
and  afterwards  distinguished  by  the  presence  of  many  empe- 
rors, and  raised  to  the  privileges  of  a  municipal  city. 

33.  This  province  is  divided  into  two  equal  parts  by  a 
chain  of  mountains  called  the  Fennine  Alps,  which  rising  on 
the  confines  of  the  Iceni  and  Camabii,  near  the  river  Tri- 
vona,^  extend  towards  the  north  in  a  continued  series  of 
fifty  miles. 

34.  The  people  to  the  west  of  this  chain^  are  the  Yoluntii 
and  Sistuntii,  who  are  united  in  a  close  confederacy.'    Their 

*  The  Humber.  *  The  Meney. 

*  Part  of  the  East  Riding  of  York.  ^  Spam  Head. 
'  Flamborough  Head.               *  Broughton  on  Humber. 

^  Near  Bridhngton  Bay. 

'  Their  territory  Btreiched  from  the  bounds  of  the  ParisU  northward  to 
ne  Tine,  and  from  the  Humber  and  Don  to  the  moimtaint  of  Lancaihire, 
Westmoreland  and  Cumberland.  *  Lmchester*  *  Bincheeter. 

*  Slack.  'Catteric.  '  Galgacum.  uncertain.  *  Ilkley. 
'  Aldborough.               »  York. 

'  Probably  from  the  Ure,  which  recelTet  the  name  of  Ouie  above  York, 
im  its  junction  with  the  NidL  *  Treat 

*  To  the  Yoluntii  belonged  the  western  part  of  Lancashire  ;  and  to  the 
Sistuntii,  the  west  of  Westmorland  and  Cimiberlaiid  as  ftr  as  tha  walL 

^,  *  Uc&ce,  in  §  81,  thcj  are  colled  one  peoplo. 
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dties  are  Rerigonium,^  Cocciuin,^  and  Lugubaiium.^     Tha 
two  last  were  occupied  by  Roman  garrisons. 

35.  The  northern  frontier  of  this  province  was  protected 
bj  a  walld  of  stupendous  magnitude  built  bj  the  Romans 
across  the  Isthmus,  eighty  miles  in  length,  twelve  feet  high 
and  (nine)  thick,  strengthened  with  towers. 

36.  We  collect  from  history,  that  these  people  were  first 
attacked  by  the  emperor  Claudius,  then  overrun  by  the  l^ate 
Ostorius,  and  finally  defeated  by  Cerealis.  By  their  volun- 
tary submission  to  Agricola  they  obtained  peace.  The 
actions  and  unheard-of  perfidy  of  their  queen  have  disgraced 
their  name  in  history.  These  people  were  descended  firom 
those  powerful  nations,  who  in  search  of  new  habitations 
quitted  their   country,  which    was  situated    between   the 

*  Ribchefter.  '  Blackrode.  *  Carlisle. 

*  The  wall  of  Severua.  The  exact  site  of  the  barrier  erected  by  Severus 
against  the  northern  tribes,  has  furnished  matter  of  dispute  to  many  of  oar 
antiquaries.  The  researches  of  others,  particularly  Horsley,  have,  however, 
set  this  question  at  rest  From  their  information,  joined  to  the  scanty  evi- 
dence of  history,  it  has  been  proved  that  three  walls  or  ramparts  were 
erected  by  the  Romans  at  different  times,  to  secure  the  northern  frontier  of 
their  dominions  in  Britain. 

The  first  was  a  rampart  of  earth,  from  the  Sol  way  Frith  to  the  Tine, 
raised  by  Hadrian  about  the  year  120  ;  but  its  form  and  construction  have 
not  been  satisfiictorily  ascertained.  It  was,  however,  evidently  nothing 
more  than  a  line  intended  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  an  enemy  between  the 
stations  which  constituted  the  real  defences  of  Uie  frontier. 

The  second  was  raised  by  Lollius  Urbicus  und^  the  reign  of  Antoninus 
Pius,  about  140,  between  the  Friths  of  Forth  and  Clyde.  This  was  like- 
wise of  earth,  though  perhaps  faced  with  stone,  and,  like  that  of  Hadrian, 
seems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  line  connecting  the  chain  of  stations, 
which  formed  a  new  barrier  on  the  advance  of  the  Roman  arms.  In  the 
course  of  both  these  was  a  military  road  communicating  from  staUon  to 
station. 

The  last  and  most  important  is  that  begun  by  Severus,  after  his  expedi- 
tion against  the  Caledonians,  about  208.  It  runs  nearly  over  the  same 
ground  as  that  of  Hadrian  ;  but  is  a  complete  and  well  combined  system 
of  fortification.  From  an  examination  of  its  remains  it  appears  to  have 
been  built  of  stone,  fifteen  feet  high  and  nine  thick.  It  had  parapet  and 
ditch,  a  militaiy  road,  and  was  derended  by  eighteen  greater  stations  placad 
at  intervals  of  three  to  six  miles  ;  eighty-three  castles  at  intervals  of  mx 
to  eight  frirlongs,  and,  as  it  is  imagined,  a  considerable  number  of  tmnto 
placMl  at  shorter  distances. 

Either  from  superior  sagacity  or  superior  information,  Richard  clearly 
distinguishes  these  three  walls,  which  so  much  puzzled  later  writers,  tlioi^ 
it  must  be  confessed  that  in  other  places  he  has  suffered  himself  to  be  M 
into  tome  enrors  in  regard  to  their  ntuation,  and  tha  persons  by  whom  tk&f 
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Danube,  the  Alps,  and  the  Bhone.^     Some  of  them  after 
wards  emigrated  into  Ireland,  as  appears  fi*om  authentic 
documents. 

37.  Further  north  were  situated  those  powerful  nations, 
who  in  former  times  were  known  under  the  name  of  Mseatae, 
and  from  whom  that  fratricide  Bassianus,^  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  baselj  purchased  peace.  They  possessed  Otta- 
dinia  towards  the  east,  Gadenia,  Selgovia,  Novantia,  and 
further  north  Damnia. 

38.  Nearest  the  wall  dwelt  the  Gradeni,^  whose  metropolis 
was  Curia.*  The  Ottadini*  were  situated  nearer  the  sea. 
Their  chief  city  was  Bremenium,<5  and  their  rivers  Tueda,^ 
Alauna,^  and  the  two  Tinas,^  which  ran  within  the  walL 

39.  The  SelgovsB^  inhabited  the  country  to  the  west. 
Their  cities  were  Corbantorigum,*  Uxellum,^  and  Trimon- 
tium,*  which,  according  to  ancient  documents,  was  a  long 
time  occupied  by  a  Roman  garrison.  The  principal  rivers 
of  this  region  were  Novius,*  Deva,^  and  partly  the  Ituna.^ 

40.  The  Novantes^  dwell  beyond  the  Efeva,  in  the  extreme 
part  of  the  island,  near  the  sea,  and  opposite  Ireland.  In 
their  country  was  the  famous  Novantum  Chersonesus,^  dis- 

were  erected. — See  b.  iL  ch.  1,  sect.  22,  27,  86,  37 ;  ch.  2,  sect  1 7,  23. 
For  a  detailed  account  of  these  works  the  reader  is  referred  to  Horsley*M 
Britannia  Romana  ;  Warburtmi't  Account  qf  the  Roman  Wall ;  Hutch' 
inson't  Northumberland  ;  Ro^'t  Military  Antiquities  ;  Hutton't  Account 
^  the  Roman  Wall^ 

^  These  were  the  Helvetii,  whose  emigratioii  is  mentioned  in  Cat,  Ckimm, 
de  Bell.  Gal,  lib,  u  We  hare  not  discovered  from  what  authority  Richard 
draws  his  account  of  their  emigration  to  Ireland.  '  Caracalla. 

*  The  Gadeni  appear  to  have  occupied  the  midland  parts  from  the  wall 
probably  as  frur  as  the  Forth. 

*  Uncertain, 

*  The  Ottadini  stretched  along  the  eastern  coast,  from  the  wall  as  fiur  as 
the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  were  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Gadeni. 

*  Bibchesto.  '  Tweed.  *  The  Coquet. 

*  The  North  and  South  Tine. 

^  The  SelgovflB  appear  to  have  occupied  all  the  shire  of  Dumfries^  and 
part  of  Kirkudbright.  '  Drumlanrig,  or  Kirkudbright 

*  Uncertain.  .  *  Birrenswork  Hill.  *  Nith. 
•The  Dee.                '   »  The  Eden. 

'  The  Novantes  held  the  south-western  district  of  Scotland,  fit>m  the 
Dee  to  the  Mull  of  Galloway  ;  that  is^  the  west  of  Kirkudbright  and  Wig- 
town, and  part  of  the  Carrick  division  of  Ayr. 

*  Bens  of  Galloway.  It  it  not,  however,  more  than  eifhtteii  mi]M  frfca 
tht  nsareft  psit  of  Ii«laad< 

O  a 
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tant  twentj-eight  miles  from  Ireland,  and  esteemed  hj  the 
ancients  the  most  northern  promontory  of  Britain,^  though 
without  sufficient  reason.  Their  metropolis  was  Lucophibia, 
or  Casffi  Candida  ;<  their  rivers  Abrasuanus,^  Jena,^  and 
DeY%^  which  was  the  boundary  towards  the  east 

41.  The  Damnii^  dwelt  to  the  north  of  the  Novantes,  the 
SelgOYse,  and  the  Gadeni,  and  were  separated  from  them  by 
the  chain  of  the  XJxellan  mountains.^  They  were  a  very 
powerful  people,  but  lost  a  considerable  portion  of  their  terri- 
tory when  the  wall  was  built,  being  subdued  and  spoiled  by 
the  Caledonians.  Besides  which,  a  Roman  garrison  occupied 
Vanduarium^  to  defend  the  wall. 

42.  In  this  part,  Britain,  as  if  again  delighted  with  the 
embraces  of  the  sea,  becomes  narrower  than  elsewhere,  in 
consequence  of  the  rapid  influx  of  the  two  estuaries, 
Bodotria  and  Clotta.^  Agricola  first  secured  this  isthmus 
with  fortifications,  and  the  emperor  Antoninus^  erected 
another  wall  celebrated  in  history,  which  extended  nearly 
five  and  thirty  miles,  in  order  to  check  the  incursions  of  the 
barbarians.  It  was  repaired,  and  strengthened  with  eleven 
towers,  by  the  general  ^tius.  These  regions  probably 
constituted  that  province,  which,  being  recovered  by  the 
victorious  arms  of  the  Romans  under  Theodosius,  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  named  Yalentia,  in  honour  of  the  family 
from  whom  the  reigning  emperor  was  descended. 

43.  Beyond  the  wall  lay  the  province  Vespasiana.  This 
is  the  Caledonian  region  so  much  coveted  by  the  Romans, 
and  so  bravely  defended  by  the  natives,  facts  which  the 
Roman  historians,  generally  too  silent  in  regard  to  such 
things,  have  amply  detailed.  In  these  districts  may  be  seen 
the  river  Tavus,^  which  appears  to  separate  the  country  into 
two  parts.   There  are  also  found  the  steep  and  horrid  6ram* 

^  By  an  error  in  the  geographical  or  astronomical  oheervations  preserved 
by  Ptolemy,  the  latitudes  north  of  this  point  appear  to  have  been  mistaktvi 
for  the  longitudes,  and  consequentiy  this  part  of  Britain  is  thrown  to  th« 
east  *  Wigtown,  Hortley,    Whithem,  Shtkeley,  Roy, 

•  The  Luce.  ♦  Cree,  Roy,  f »  Dee. 

*  These  people  inhabited  the  principal  part  of  what  are  called  the  Low^ 
lands.  Their  territories  berond  the  Isthmus  evidently  stretched  as  &r  « 
the  Grampians,  consisting  of  great  part  of  Ayr,  all  Renfrew  and  Lanark,  a 
•OMiderable  part  of  Stirling^  and  perhaps  Linlithgow. 

i^  '  The  Lothers.  •  Paislev,  or  Renfrew,  Roy. 

'  Fkitbs  of  Fofth  and  Oyde.  ^  See  page  448.  *  T«y. 
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l^an  hillfl)  which  divide  the  province.  In  this  region  waa 
fought  that  famous  battle  between  Agricola  and  Galgacus^ 
which  was  so  decisive  in  favour  of  the  Romans.^  The 
magnitude  of  the  works  at  thi^  daj  displays  the  power 
of  the  Romans,  and  the  ancient  mode  of  castrametation ; 
for,  in  the  place  where  the  battle  was  fought,  certain  persons 
of  our  order,  who  passed  that  waj,  affirmed  that  thej  saw 
immense  camps,  and  other  proofs  which  corroborated  the 
relation  of  Tacitus. 

44.  The  nations  which  were  subject  to  the  Rotnans  shall 
now  follow  in  their  order.  Beyond  the  Isthmus,  as  far  as  the 
Tavus,  lived  the  Horestii.*  Their  cities,  which  before  the 
building  of  the  wall  belonged  to  the  Damnii,  were  Alauna,^ 
Lindum,^  and  yictoria,^  the  last  not  less  glorious  in  reality 
than  in  name.  It  was  built  by  Agricola  on  the  Tavus^ 
twenty  miles  above  its  mouth. 

45.  Above  these,  beyond  the  Tavus,  which  formed  the 
boundary,  lived  the  Vecturones  or  Venricones,^  whose  chief 
city  was  Orrea,^  and  their  rivers  jEsica*  and  Tina.* 

46.  The  Taixali^  inhabited  the  coast  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  the  Vecturones.  Their  principal  city  was  Devana,*  and 
their  rivers  the  Deva^  and  Ituna.^'  A  part  of  the  Grampian 
hills,  which  extends  like  a  promontory  into  the  sea,  as  it  were 
to  meet  Grermany,  borrows  its  name  from  them.7 

47.  To  the  west  of  these,  beyond  the  Grampian  hills,  lived 
the  Yacomag],^  who  possessed  an  extensive  tract  of  country. 

*  It  may  perhaps  appear  superfluous  to  refer  the  antiquary  to  Roy*8 
masterly  Commentaiy  on  the  campaigns  of  Agricola  in  this  part  of  Britain ; 
but  it  will  scarcely  be  deemed  so  to  observe,  that  we  see  few  instances  in 
wliich  military  and  local  knowledge  are  so  well  applied  to  the  elucidation 
of  antiquities. 

*  The  Horestii  occupied  Clackmannan  and  Kinross,  and  part  of  Perth 
as  far  as  the  Tay.  To  them  belonged  likewise  all  the  country  stretching 
from  the  Grampians  to  Loch  Lomond  *  Uncertain.  *  Ardoch. 

7  DealmRooB. 

*  The  Vecturones  occupied  the  eastern  part  of  Perth,  For&r,  Kincardin, 
mA  part  of  Aberdeen.  *  Bertha,  or  Old  Perth.  ^  South  £sk. 

«  Tine. 

*  The  Taixali  held  the  eastern  coast  of  Aberdeen,  apparently  as  &r  as 
Kmnaird  Head.  «  Probably  Old  Aberdeen.  *  Dee. 

*  Ithan.  '  '  Kinnaird  Head. 

*  The  Yacomagi  were  spread  or&r  an  eztensiTe  region  west  of  the  Taiiali 
and  north  of  the  Ghwrnpians,  comprising  a  considerable  part  of  Abiidmi 
all  BaMSf  Munmy,  Eight,  and  Nairn,  with  the  north-east  of  Ini 

qq2 
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Their  cities  were  Tuessis,^  Tamea,*  and  Banatia.'  Ptorotoii,* 
situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yarar/  on  the  coast,  was  at  the 
same  time  a  Roman  station,  and  the  chief  city  of  the  pro- 
vince. The  most  remarkable  rivers  of  this  region,  after  the 
Varar,  which  formed  the  boundary,  were  the  Tuesis*  and 
Celnius.^ 

48.  Within  the  Yacomagi,  and  the  Tavus,  lived  the 
Damnii  Albani,^  a  people  little  known,  being  wholly  secluded 
among  lakes  and  mountains. 

49.  Lower  down,  to  the  banks  of  the  Clotta,  inhabited  the 
Attacotti,^  a  people  once  formidable  to  all  Britain.  In  this 
part  is  situated  the  great  lake  formerly  called  Lynchalidor,^ 
at  the  mouth  of  which  the  city  of  Alcuith'  was  built  by  the 
Romans,  and  not  long  afterwards  received  its  name  from 
Theodosius,  who  recovered  that  province  from  the  barbarians. 
These  people  deserved  high  praise  for  having  sustained  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy  after  the  subjugation  of  the  neighbour- 
ing provinces. 

50.  This  province  was  named  Yespasiana,  in  honour  of 
the  Flavian  family,  to  which  the  emperor  Domitian  owed  liis 
origin,  and  under  whom  it  was  conquered.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken,  it  was  called  under  the  later  emperors  Thule, 
which  Glaudian  mentions  in  these  lines: 

**  Incaluit  Pictorum  sanguine  Thule, 
Scotorum  cumulos  flevit  glacialis  Hieme." 

IVit  this  country  was  so  short  a  time  under  the  power  of  the 
U  >inans,  that  posterity  cannot  ascertain  its  appellations  or 
8iil»jugation.  We  have  now  examined  in  a  cursory  manner 
the  state  of  Britain  under  the  Romans  ;  we  shall  next  as 
briefly  treat  of  the  country  of  the  Caledonians. 

CONCERNING   CALEDONIA. 

51.  Although  all  the  parts  of  Britain  lying  beyond  the 

*  On  the  Spey.  >  Brae  Mar  Castle. 
3  Uncertain,  but  near  the  Ness ;  perhaps  InvemesB  or  Bonnen. 

»  Burgh  Head.  *  Murray  Frith,  •  Spey.  •  Dovem. 

'  The  Damnii  Albani  may  have  been  a  renmant  of  the  Damnii,  who, 
after  the  erection  of  the  waU,  being  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  their  tribe, 
were  gradually  drctunscribcd  by  the  neighbouring  people,  to  Braidalbsne^ 
■ad  a  small  part  of  the  west  of  Perth  and  east  of  Aigyle. 

*  The  Attacotti  occupied  a  considerable  part  of  Aigyle,  as  for  as  Loeh^rik 

*  Loih  Lomond.       *  DumlMrton.  It  was  afterwards  called  Thendnsia. 

.1  -      - 
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Isthinufl  maj  be  termed  Caledonia,  yet  the  proper  Caledonians 
dwelt  bejond  the  Yarar,  from  which  a  line  drawn  accurately 
points  out  the  boundaiy  of  the  Roman  empire  in  Britain. 
The  hithermost  part  of  the  island  was  at  different  times  in 
their  possession,  and  the  remainder,  as  we  have  related,  was 
occupied  by  barbarous  Britons.  The  ancient  documents  of 
history  afford  some  information  thus  far ;  but  beyond  the 
Yarar  the  light  is  extinct,  and  we  are  enveloped  in  diEU*kness.^ 
Although  we  know  that  the  Romans  erected  altars  there  to 
mark  the  limits  of  their  empire,  and  that  Ulysses,  tossed  by  a 
violent  tempest,  here  fulfilled  his  vows  ;  yet  the  thick  woods 
and  a  continued  chain  of  rugged  mountains  forbid  all  further 
research.  We  must  therefore  be  satisfied  with  the  following 
information,  gleaned  from  the  wandering  merchants  of  the 
Britons,  which  we  leave  for  the  use  of  posterity. 

52.  The  Caledonians,^  properly  so  called,  inhabited  the 
country  to  the  westward  of  the  Yarar,  and  part  of  their 
territory  was  covered  by  the  extensive  forest  caUed  the  Cale- 
donian wood. 

53.  Less  considerable  people  dwelt  near  the  coast.  Of 
these  the  Cantae^  were  situated  beyond  the  Yarar,  and  the 
above-mentioned  altars,  to  the  river  Loxa,^  and  in  their 
territory  was  the  promontory  PenoxuUum.'^ 

54.  Next  in  order  is  the  river  Abona,^  and  the  inhabitants 
near  it,  the  Logi.9  Then  the  river  Ba,^  near  which  lived 
the  Camabii,^  the  most  remote  of  the  Britons.  These 
people  being  subdued  by  the  propraetor  Ostorius,  an^ 
impatiently  bearing  the  Roman  yoke,  joined  the  Cantas,  aa 

*  It  must  be  confeseed  that  the  information  preseired  bj  Richard,  in 
regard  to  this  remote  part  of  our  island,  is  extremely  obscure,  and  that  his 
descriptions  will  only  assist  us  in  guessing  at  the  situation  of  the  different 
tribes.  Perhaps  this  can  scarcely  be  deemed  extraordinary,  when  we  con- 
sider how  imp^ectly  the  interior  of  this  country  is  known  even  at  present 

*  The  country  of  the  proper  Caledonians  was  the  central  part  of 
InTemeM  and  Ross. 

*  The  Cant«  seem  to  haTe  held  Cromarty  and  East  Rosi. 

*  Frith  of  Cromartie,  Stukelep.     Loth  R.  Roy, 

'  Tarbet  Ness,  ShtkeUy,    Ord  Head,  Caithness,  Boy. 

*  Frith  of  Dornoch,  Stukeley, 

'  The  Logi  seem  to  have  held  the  south-east  of  StrathnaTeni,  and  noftb* 
esst  ol  Sutherland.  ^  All,  Stukeley,    Shiel.  Roy, 

'  The  Camabii  inhabited  part  of  Caithness,  the  north  of  tUm^  «ad 
centrsl  part  of  Sutherland, 
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tradition  relates,  and,  crossing  the  sea,  here  fixed  th^ 
residence.  Britain  in  these  parts  branches  out  into  many 
promontories,  the  chief  of  which,  the  extremity  of  Caledonia, 
was  called  by  the  ancients  Yinyedram,  and  afterwards 
Verubium.* 

55.  Afler  these  people  were  placed  the  Catini,*  and  the 
Mertse^  further  inland  near  the  Logi.  In  these  regions  was 
the  promontory  of  the  Orcades,^  contiguous  to  which  are  the 
islands  of  that  nama  Beyond  this  part  flowed  the  NabaeoSy^ 
which  bounded  the  territory  of  the  Carnabii. 

56.  In  the  lower  part  of  this  region  were  situated  the 
CarnonaciB,®  in  whose  territories  was  the  promontory  £bu- 
dum,9  beyond  which  the  ocean  forms  a  large  bay,  formerly 
called  Volsas.'  The  lower  coast  of  this  bay  was  inhabited 
by  the  Cerones ;-  and  beyond  the  Itys,^  the  territory  of  the 
Creones  extended  as  far  as  the  Longus>  The  promontory 
stretching  from  thence,  and  washed  by  the  ocean  and  the  bay 
Lelanus,^  is  named  afler  the  inhabitants  the  Epidii.^ 

57.  I  cannot  repass  the  Yarar  without  expressing  my 
wonder  that  the  Romans,  in  other  respects  so  much  dis- 
tinguished for  judgment  and  investigation,  should  have 
entertained  the  absurd  notion,  that  the  remainder  of  Britain 
exceeded  in  length  and  breadth  the  regions  which  they  had 
subdued  and  occupied.  There  is,  however,  sufficient  evidence 
that  such  was  their  opinion ;  for  whoever  attentively  considers 
their  insatiable  desire  of  rule,  and  reflects  on  the  labour 
employed  in  the  erection  of  those  stupendous  works  which 
excite  the  wonder  of  the  world,  in  order  to  exclude  an 
enemy  scarcely  worthy  of  their  notice  or  resentment,  most 

'  Ness  or  Noas  Head,  Stnkeley. 

*  The  Catmi  held  part  of  Caithnen  and  the  eaat  of  Sutherland. 

*  The  Merte  held  the  country  comprised  between  the  Catini  and 
Carnabii. 

*  Dunnet  Head,  Shtkeley,    Duncansby  Head,  Roff,  '  NaTem. 

*  The  Camonacc  seem  to  have  held  the  detached  portion  of  Cromarty, 
ntnated  near  Loch  Broom,  and  a  small  part  on  the  border  of  Sutherland. 

*  Cape  Wrath.  *  Loch  BroonL 

*  The  Cerones  held  the  north-west  part  of  Roes;— the  Creonet  south* 
west  of  Roes  and  Inverness,  and  a  part  of  Argyle.  *  Shiel,  Rof. 

^  Loch  Loch,  Slukeley,    Linnhe  Loch,  Roy.  *  LochiTB. 

*  The  Epidii  probably  occupied  the  Western  part  of  Aigyle,  at  &r  ■■ 
th«  Mull  of  Cantyr,  and  were  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  tea  aod  «b  tba 
oIlMrbj  Loch^nu 
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in  this  respect,  as  in  all  others,  adore  the  providence  of  the 
Dirine  Being,  to  whom  all  kingdoms  are  subject,  and 
perpetual  glory  is  due,  now  and  for  ever.    Amen  I 

cnAP.  vn. 

Tub  different  parts  of  Britain  having  been  cursorily 
examined  according  to  mj  original  design,  it  seems  necessary, 
before  I  proceed  to  a  description  of  the  islands,  to  attend  to 
a  doubt  suggested  by  a  certain  person.7  "  Where,"  asks  he, 
^^are  the  vestiges  of  those  cities  and  names  which  you 
commemorate?  There  are  none."  This  question  may  be 
answered  by  another :  Where  are  now  the  Assyrians,  Par- 
thians,  Sarmatians,  Celtiberians  ?  None  will  be  bold  enough 
to  deny  the  existence  of  those  nations.  Are  there  not  also 
at  this  time  many  countries  and  cities  bearing  the  same 
names  as  they  did  two  or  three  thousand  years  ago  ?  Judea, 
Italy,  Gaul,  Britain,  are  as  clearly  known  now  as  in  former 
times;  Londinium  is  still  styled  in  the  common  language, 
with  a  slight  change  of  sound,  London.  The  negligence  and 
inattention  of  our  ancestors  in  omitting  to  collect  and  preserve 
such  documents  as  might  have  been  serviceable  in  this 
particular,  are  not  deserving  of  heavy  censure,  for  scarcely 
any  but  those  in  holy  orders  employed  themselves  in  writing 
books,  and  such  even  esteemed  it  inconsistent  with  their  sacred 
office  to  engage  in  such  profane  labours.  I  rather  think  I 
may  without  danger,  and  without  offence,  transmit  to  posterity 
that  information  which  I  have  drawn  from  a  careful  exami- 
nation and  accurate  scrutiny  of  ancient  records  concerning  the 
state  of  this  kingdom  in  former  periods.  The  good  abbat, 
indeed,  had  nearly  inspired  me  with  other  sentiments,  by  thus 
seeming  to  address  me :  Are  you  ignorant  how  short  a  time 
is  allotted  us  in  this  world;  that  the  greatest  exertions 
cannot  exempt  us  from  the  appellation  of  unprofitable 
servants ;  and  that  all  our  studies  should  be  directed  to  the 
purpose  of  bdng  useful  to  others?  Of  what  service  are 
these  things,  but  to  delude  the  world  with  unmeaning  trifles  ? 

'  These  remarks  proye  how  much  Richard  roee  superior  to  the  prejudicet 
«f  his  age  and  his  profeaiioii.  From  the  tone  which  he  ammies^  it  it 
lioweTer,  evident  that  he  found  it  adfisable  to  rield  to  tho  woioaiUaBtw 
«f  his  saperior« 
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To  these  remarks  I  answer  with  propriety .  Is  then  every 
honest  gratification  forbidden?  Do  not  such  narratives 
exhibit  proofs  of  Divine  Providence?  Does  it  not  hence 
appear,  that  an  evangelical  sermon  concerning  the  death  and 
merits  of  Christ  enlightened  and  subdued  a  world  overrun 
with  Grentile  superstitions  ?  To  the  reply,  that  such  things 
are  properly  treated  of  in  systems  of  chronology,  I  rejoin: 
Nor  is  it  too  much  to  know  that  our  ancestors  were  not,  aa 
some  assert.  Autochthones,  sprung  from  the  earth ;  but  that 
God  opened  the  book  of  nature  to  display  his  omnipotence, 
such  as  it  is  described  in  the  writings  of  Moses.  When  the 
abbat  answered,  that  works  which  were  intended  merely  to 
acquire  reputation  for  their  authors  from  posterity,  should 
be  committed  to  the  flames,  I  confess  with  gratitude  that  I 
repented  of  this  undertaking.  The  remainder  of  the  work 
is  therefore  only  a  chronological  abridgment,  which  I  present 
to  the  reader,  whom  I  conmiend  to  the  goodness  and  pro- 
tection of  Grod ;  and  at  the  same  time  request,  that  he  will 
pray  for  me  to  our  holy  Father,  who  is  merciful  and  inclined 
to  forgiveness. 

The  following  Itinerary  is  collected  from  certain  fragmenti 
lefl  by  a  Roman  general  The  order  is  changed  in  some  in- 
stances, according  to  Ptolemy  and  others,  and  it  is  hoped^ 
with  improvement. 


Among  the  Britons  were  formerly  ninety-two  cities,  of  which 
thirty-three  were  more  celebrated  and  conspicuous.  Two 
municipal,^  Yerolamium  ;i  and  Eboracum.^  Nine  colonial  ;* 
namely,  Londinium^  Augusta^  Camalodunum^  GemhuB  Mar* 
tuB,  Rhutupis,^  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  •  ThermBBT  Aqtut   SoUs,  Isca«  &- 

'  Municipia  were  towns  whose  inhabitants  possessed  in  genefal  all  th« 
rights  of  Roman  citizens,  except  those  which  could  not  be  enjoyed  without 
an  actual  residence  at  Rome.  They  followed  their  own  laws  wnA  customs^ 
and  had  the  option  of  adopting  or  rejecting  those  of  Rome. — Rotini  Anii^ 
Rom.  b.  X.  c.  23.  »  St.  Alban*8.  •  York. 

'  Ther«  were  different  kinds  of  colonies,  each  entitled  to  different  Miik 
and  privileges  ;  but  we  ha?e  no  criterion  to  ascertain  the  rank  occupied  bj 
those  in  Britain.  *  London.  *  Colchester. 

•  Hichborough  in  Kent,  '  B«fth«  *  Caerieo% 
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eum^  Deva9  Geticoy  Glevum*  Claudia^  Lindum,«  ♦  ♦  ♦  • 
Camboricum^  •  ♦  ♦  ♦  Ten  cities  under  the  Latian  law  ;* 
namely,  Durnomagus,^  Catarracton,^  Cambodunum,'*'  Ooc- 
cium,®  Lugubalia,9  Ptoroton,*  JKfjtoria,^  Theodosia,'  Cori- 
num,4  Sorbiodunum.^  Twelve  sv^endiarj^  and  of  lesser 
consequence. ;  Venta  Silurum,7  Venta  Belgarum,^  Venta  Ice- 
norum,9  Segontium/  Maridunum,^  RagaB,^  Cantiopolis,*  Duri- 
num,*  Isca,*  Bremenium,^  Vindonum,^  and  Durobrivae.' 
But  let  no  one  lightly  imagine  that  the  Romans  had  not 
many  others  besides  those  above-mentioned.  I  have  only 
commemorated  the  more  celebrated.  For  who  can  doubt 
that  they  who,  as  conquerors  of  the  world,  were  at  liberty  to 
choose,  did  not  select  places  fitted  for  their  purposes  ?  They 
for  the  most  part  took  up  their  abode  in  fortresses  which 
they  constructed  for  themselves. 

(The  Itinerary,  which  follows  here  in  the  original  Latin, 
bdng  a  dry  list  of  names,  is  omitted.  See  the  Appendix, 
No.  I.) 

CHAP.  VHL 

1.  Havino  now  finished  our  survey  of  Albion,  we  shall 
describe  the  neighbouring  country,  Hibemia  or  Ireland,  with 
the  same  brevity. 

2.  Hibemia  is  situated  more  westerly  than  any  other 
country  except  England ;  but  as  it  does  not  extend  so  far 

•  Chester.  *  Gloucester.  •  Lincoln.  •  Cambridge. 

•  The  Latian  law  consisted  of  the  privileges  granted  to  the  ancient  in- 
habitants of  Latiiim.  These  are  not  distinctly  known  ;  but  appear  princi- 
pally to  have  been  the  right  of  following  their  own  laws,  an  exemption  £rom 
the  edicts  of  the  Roman  pnetor,  and  the  option  of  adopting  the  laws  and 
customs  of  Rome. — Rotinu  *  Castor  on  Nen.  *  Catteric. 

7  Slack.  '  Blackrode. 

•  Carllslo.  ^  Burgh  Head,  Elgin,  Scotland. 

'  Dealgin  Ron.  '  Dumbarton.  *  Cirencester,  Gloc. 

•  Old  Sarum. 

•  The  stipendiary  were  those  who  paid  their  taxes  in  money,  in  contra- 
distmction  from  those  who  gave  a  certain  portion  of  the  produce  of  the  iolI| 
and  were  called  Yectigales. — Rosinu 

^  Caerwent,  Monmouth.  •  Winchester. 

•  Castor,  near  Norwich.  ^  Caer  Scigont  *  Caermarthen. 

•  Leicester.  •  Canterburjb  •  Dorchester.  •  Exeter. 
'  Riechester,  Northumberland.  '  Possibly  Egbury  camp,  Hntfu 
*Raiie0ter. 
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north,  80  it  stretches  farther  than  England  towards  the  south, 
and  the  Spanish  province  of  Tarraconensis,  from  which  it  ii 
separated  by  the  ocean.^ 

3.  The  sea  which  flows  between  Britain  and  Hibernia  is 
subject  to  storms,  and  according  to  Solinus,  is  navigable  only 
during  a  few  days  in  sununer.  Midway  between  the  two 
countries  is  the  island  called  Mono&da,^  but  now  Manavia. 

4.  According  to  Bede,  Hibernia  is  preferable  to  Britain, 
on  account  of  its  situation,  salubrity,  and  serene  air,  insomuch 
that  snow  seldom  remains  more  than  three  days,  nor  is  it  usual 
to  make  hay  for  the  winter,  or  build  stalls  for  cattle. 

5.  No  reptile  is  found  there,  nor  does  it  maintain  a  viper 
or  serpent ;  for  serpents  frequently  carried  from  England 
have  died  on  approaching  the  shore.  Indeed  almost  all 
things  in  the  island  are  antidotes  to  poison.  We  have  seen  an 
infusion  of  scraped  pieces  of  bark  brought  from  Hibernia, 
given  to  persons  bitten  by  serpents,  which  immediately  de- 
prived the  poison  of  its  force,  and  abated  the  swelling. 

6.  This  island,  according  to  the  venerable  Bede,  is  rich  in 
milk  and  honey  ;  nor  is  it  without  vines.  It  abounds  with 
fish  and  birds,  and  affords  deer  and  goats  for  the  chase. 

7.  The  inhabitants,  says  Mela,  are  more  than  other  nations 
uncivilised  and  without  virtue,  and  those  who  have  a  little 
knowledge  are  wholly  destitute  of  piety.  Solinus  calls  them 
an  inhospitable  and  warlike  people.  The  conquerors,  after 
drinking  the  blood  of  the  slam,  daub  their  faces  with  the 
remainder.  They  know  no  distinction  between  right  and 
wrong.  When  a  woman  brings  forth  a  son,  she  places  its 
first  food  on  the  point  of  her  husband's  sword,  and,  introdu- 
cing it  into  the  mouth  of  the  infant,  wishes  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country,  that  he  may  die  amidst  arms  and  in 
battle.  Those  who  are  fond  of  ornaments  adorn  the  hilts  of 
their  swords  with  the  teeth  of  marine  animals,  which  they 
polish  to  a  degree  of  whiteness  equal  to  ivory ;  for  the  prin* 
cipal  glory  of  a  man  consists  in  the  splendour  of  his  arms. 

8.  Agrippa  states  the  length  of  Hibernia  to  be  six  hundred 
miles,  and  the  breadth  three  hundred.     It  was  formerly  in- 

>  Ai  we  have  nather  the  aasistanoe  of  an  Itineniy  to  guide  ut  in  on 
fetearcbes,  nor  a  local  knowledge  of  Ireland,  we  hare  not  attempted  ta 
apaeiAr  the  Btvation  of  the  ancient  itatea  and  citiea  in  that  jdand* 
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habited  by  twenty  tribes,  of  whom  (/aurtten^)  lived  on  the 
coast. 

9.  This  is  the  true  country  of  the  Scots,  who  emigrating 
from  henoe  added  a  third  nation  to  the  Britons  and  Picts  in 
Albion.  But  I  cannot  agree  with  Bede,  who  affirms  that  the 
Scots  were  foreigners.  For,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
other  authors,  I  conceive  they  derived  their  origin  from 
Britain,  situated  at  no  considerable  distance,  passed  over  from 
thence,  and  obtained  a  settlement  in  this  island.  It  is  certain 
that  the  Damnii,  Voluntii,  Brigantes,  Cangi,  and  other 
nations,  were  descended  from  the  Britons,  and  passed  over 
thither  after  Divitiacus,  or  Claudius,  or  Ostorius,  or  other  vic- 
torious generals  had  invaded  their  original  countries.  Lastly, 
the  ancient  language  which  resembles  the  old  British  and 
Gallic  tongues,  affords  another  argument,  as  is  well  known 
to  persons  skilled  in  botli  languages.^ 

10.  The  Deucalidonian  Ocean  washes  the  northern  side  of 
Hibemia  ;  the  Vergivian  and  Internal  the  eastern,  the  Can- 
tabric  the  south,  as  the  great  British  or  Atlantic  Ocean  does 
the  western.  According  to  this  order,  we  shall  give  a  de- 
scription of  the  island  and  the  most  remarkable  places. 

11.  The  Rhobogdii  occupied  the  coast  of  the  island  next 
to  the  Deucaledonian  Sea.  Their  metropolis  was  Hhobogdium. 
In  the  eastern  part  of  their  territories  was  situated  the 
promontory  of  the  same  name;  in  the  Western  the 
Promontorium  Boreum,  or  Northern  Promontory.  Their 
rivers  were  the  Banna,  Darabouna,  Argitta,  and  Vidua; 
and  towards  the  south,  mountains  separated  them  from  the 
Scotti* 

12.  On  the  coast  between  the  northern  and  Venicnian 
Promontory,  and  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Rhebeus,  dwelt 
the  Venicnii.  To  them  the  contiguous  islands  owe  their 
name.  Their  capital  was  Rheba.  The  NagnataB  dwelt 
below  the  Rhebeus  as  far  as  the  Libnius,  and  their  celebrated 
metropolis  was  called  after  them.  The  Auterii  lived  in  a 
recess  of  the  bay  of  Ausoba,  towards  the  south,  and  their 

*  In  the  original  is  an  error  in  the  numerals,  the  number  afterwards 
specified  i^  fourteen. 

*  Nearly  one-third  of  the  words  in  the  Irish  tongue  are  the  same  as  th« 
modem  Welsh,  and  many  idioms  and  modes  of  speech  are  common  to 
Dolh  langmges. 
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chief  city  was  named  after  tliem.  The  Concangii  occupied 
the  lower  part  of  the  same  region,  near  the  southern  confines 
of  which  flowed  the  river  Senus,  a  noble  river,  on  which 
was  situated  their  chief  city  Macobicum.  Hibernia  in  this 
part  being  contracted,  terminates  in  a  narrow  point.  The 
Velatorii  inhabited  the  country  near  the  southern  promontory 
by  the  river  Senus ;  their  metropolis  was  Regia,  and  their 
river  Durius.  The  Lucani  were  situated  where  the  river 
Ibernus  flows  into  the  ocean 

13.  The  southern  side  of  the  island  stretched  from  the 
Promontorium  Austriacum,  or  Southern  Promontory,  to  the 
Sacred  Promontory.  Here  lived  the  Ibernii,  whose  metropolis 
was  Rhufina.  Next  was  the  river  Dobona,  and  the  people 
called  Vodiae,  whose  promontory  of  the  same  name  lies 
opposite  to  the  Promontorium  Aiitivestaium  in  England,  at 
about  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  miles.  Not 
far  from  thence  is  the  river  Dabrona,  the  boundary  of  the 
Brigantes,  who  have  also  the  river  Briga  for  their  limit,  and 
whose  chief  city  is  called  Brigantia. 

14.  The  part  of  this  island  which  reaches  from  the  Sacred 
Promontory  as  far  as  Rhobogdium  is  called  the  Eastern. 
The  Menapii,  inhabiting  the  Sacred  Promontory,  had  their 
chief  city  upon  the  river  Modona  called  by  the  same  name. 
From  this  part  to  Menapia*  in  Dimetia,  the  distance, 
according  to  Pliny,  is  thirty  miles.  One  of  these  countries, 
but  which  is  uncertain,  gave  birth  to  Carausius.  Beyond 
these  people  the  Cauci  had  their  metropolis  Dunum  [Down]  ; 
and  the  river  Oboca  washed  their  boundaries.  Both  these 
nations  were  undoubtedly  of  Teutonic  origin ;  but  it  is  not 
known  at  what  precise  time  their  ancestors  first  passed  over, 
though  most  probably  a  little  wliile  before  Caesar's  arrival  iu 
Britain. 

lo.  Beyond  these  were  the  Eblanae,  whose  chief  city  was 
Mediolanum,  upon  the  river  Locbius.  More  to  the  north 
was  Lebarum,  the  city  of  the  Voluntii,  whose  rivers  were 
Vinderus  and  Buvinda.  The  Damnii  occupied  the  part  of 
the  island  lying  above  these  people,  and  contiguous  to  the 
Rhobogdii.  Their  chief  city  was  Dunum  [Down],  where 
St.  Patrick,  St.  Columba,  and  St  Bridget  are  supposed  to  b) 
buried  in  one  tomb. 

•  St,  DaTia^ 
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16.  It  remams  now  to  give  some  account  of  those  people 
who  lived  in  the  interior  parts.  The  Coriondii  bordered 
upon  the  Cauci  and  Menapii,  above  the  Brigantes;  the 
Scotti  possessed  the  remaining  part  of  the  island,  which 
from  them  took  the  name  of  Scotia.  Among  many  of  their 
dties,  the  remembrance  of  two  only  has  reached  our  times : 
the  one  Rheba,  on  the  lake  and  river  Khebius;  the  other 
Ibemia,  situated  at  the  east  side  of  the  river  Senus. 

17.  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  in  this  place  that  the 
Damnii,  Voluntii,  Brigantes,  and  Cangiani  were  all  nations 
of  British  origin,  who  being  either  molested  by  neighbouring 
enemies,  or  unable  to  pay  the  heavy  tribute  exacted  of  them, 
gradually  passed  over  into  this  country  in  search  of  new 
settlements.  With  respect  to  the  Menapii,  Cauci,  and  some 
other  people,  it  has  been  before  remarked  that  many  things 
occur  which  cannot  safely  be  relied  upon.  Tacitus  relates 
that  Hibemia  was  more  frequented  by  foreigners  than 
Albion.  But  in  that  case,  the  ancients  would  undoubtedly 
have  left  us  a  more  ample  and  credible  account  of  this  island. 
While  I  am  writing  a  description  of  Hibernia,  it  seems  right 
to  add,  that  it  was  reduced  under  the  Roman  power,  not  by 
arms,  but  by  fear:  and  moreover,  that  Ptolemy,  in  his 
second  map  of  Europe,  and  other  celebrated  geographers, 
have  erred  in  placing  it  at  too  great  a  distance  from  Britain, 
and  from  the  northern  part  of  the  province  Secunda,  as 
appears  from  their  books  and  mnps. 

18.  North  of  Hibernia  are  the  Ilebudes,  five^  in  number, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  know  not  the  use  of  com,  but  live 
on  fish  and  milk.  They  are  all,  according  to  Solinus,  subject 
to  one  chief,  for  they  are  only  divided  from  each  other  by 
narrow  straits.  The  chief  possessed  no  peculiar  property 
but  was  maintained  by  general  contribution :  he  was  bound 
by  certain  laws;  and  lest  avarice  should  seduce  him  from 
equity,  he  learned  justice  from  poverty,  having  no  house  nor 
property,  and  being  maintained  at  the  public  expense.  He 
had  no  wife ;  but  took  by  turns  any  woman  for  whom  he 
fdt  an  inclination,  and  hence  had  neither  a  wish  nor  hope 

*  The  Hebudes  amount  to  more  than  fire.  From  hence  it  maj  perhapa 
be  inferred  that  the  Roman  fleet  in  their  royage  of  diacorery  did  not  reach 
these  aeos,  though  they  coasted  the  northern  part  of  Scotland,  for  thi 
Otmdm  •!•  rightly  numbered. 
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for  children.  Some  persons  have  written  concerning  these 
Hebudes,  that  during  winter  darkness  continues  for  the  space 
of  thirty  days  ?  but  Csesar  upon  diligent  inquiry  found  this 
assertion  untrue,  and  only  discovered  by  certain  water-mea- 
sures of  time  that  the  nights  were  shorter  here  than  in  Gaul. 

19.  I'he  Orcades,  according  to  some  accounts,  are  distant 
from  the  Hebudes  seven  days  and  nights'  sail;  but  this 
is  erroneous.  They  are  thirty  in  number,  and  contiguous  to 
each  other.  They  were  uninhabited,  without  wood,  and 
abounded  with  reeds :  several  were  formed  only  of  sand  and 
rocks,  as  may  be  collected  from  Solinus  and  others. 

20.  Thule,  the  last  of  the  British  isles,  is  placed  by  Mela 
opposite  to^  the  coast  of  the  Belgae.  It  has  been  celebrated 
in  Greek  and  Roman  verse.  Thus  the  Mantuan  Homer 
says, — 

«Et  tibi  serviat  ultima  Thule." 

Here  are  no  nights  during  the  solstice  when  the  sun  pass«^ 
the  sign  of  Cancer ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  winter 
there  are  no  days,  as  Pliny  asserts.  These  circumstances 
are  supposed  to  happen  for  six  whole  months.  The  inha- 
bitants, as  Solinus  affirms,  in  the  beginning  of  the  spring 
live  among  their  cattle  upon  herbs,  then  upon  milk,  and  lay 
up  fruits  against  the  winter.  They  have  their  women  in 
common  without  marriages.  Thule,  according  to  the  same 
author,  abounds  in  fruits.  At  the  distance  of  a  day's  sail 
from  Thule  the  sea  is  difficult  to  pass  through,  and  frozen ; 
it  is  by  some  called  Cronium.  From  Thule  to  Caledonia  is 
two  days'  sail. 

21.  The  isle  of  Thanatos^  is  bounded  by  a  narrow  channel, 
and  separated  from  the  continent  of  Britain  by  a  small 
estuary  called  the  Wantsum.9  It  is  rich  in  pasture  and  com. 
According  to  I^iodorus,  its  soil  is  not  only  salubrious  to 
itself,  but  to  others,  for  no  snakes  live  in  it,  and  the  earth 
being  carried  to  a  distance  destroys  them.  It  is  not  far 
distant  from  Rhutupis.^ 

22.  The  isle  of  Vecta,*  conquered  by  Vespasian^  is  thirty 

7  Litton  appofita,  Richard.  From  the  sense  in  which  thii  phrase  it 

f^emllr  used  in  geography,  it  might    be  rendered  under   the    sMme 

meridian,              •  Thanet.  *  See  Bede's  Eccles.  Hist.  p.  Z7,  nottb 

>  Richboiovgh.  >  WighU 


miles  in  length,  on  the  side  next  to  the  Beiges^  from  east  to 
vresty  and  twelve  from  north  to  south.  In  the  eastern  part  it 
is  six  miles,  in  the  western  three,  from  the  above-mentioned 
southern  shore  of  Britain. 

23.  Besides  the  isles  just  specified,  there  were  VII  Ac- 
modae,*  Ricnea,^  Silimnus,^  Andros,^  Sigdiles,^  XL  Vindilios,^ 
Sama,9  Csesarea,^  and  Cassitendes.^ 

24.  The  island  Sena,  opposite  the  Ossismican^  coast,  is 
according  to  Mela  famous  for  the  oracle  of  the  Grallic  deity, 
of  whom  the  priestesses,  sanctified  by  perpetual  virginity, 
are  said  to  have  been  nine  in  number.  The  Gauls  call  them 
Sena^  and  suppose  them  gifted  with  singular  powers ;  that 
they  raise  the  winds  and  the  seas  with  incantations,  change 
themselves  into  what  animals  they  please,  and  cure  disorders 
which  in  other  places  yield  to  no  remedy ;  that  they  have  the 
knowledge  of  future  events,  and  prophesy.  They  are  not 
favourable  except  to  mariners,  and  only  to  such  as  go  thither 
for  the  purpose  of  consulting  them. 

25.  The  rest  of  the  isles  of  smaller  size  and  consequence 
which  lie  round  Albion  will  be  better  perceived  and  known 
by  the  inspection  of  the  annexed  map^  than  from  any  descrip- 
tion. Here,  therefore,  we  stop,  and  anxiously  eonmiend  our 
labours  to  the  favour  and  judgment  of  the  benevolent  reader. 

The  first  book  of  the  geographical  Commentary  on  the 
situation  of  Britain,  and  those  stations  which  the  Bomans 
erected  in  that  island,  is  happily  finished,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  Grod,  by  the  hand  of  Richard,  servant  of  Christ  and 
monk  of  Westminster.     Thanks  be  to  God  I 


BOOK  11. 

PREFACE. 

We  have  thought  proper  to  add  as  a  supplement  to  the 
description  of  ancient  Britain  in  the  same  smnmary  manner: 

*"*  No  geognpher  has  hitherto  attempted  to  aacertain  the  modem 
names  of  these  isUmds.         *  Guernser*         ^  Jersey.         *  Sdllj  Isles. 

'  From  a  tribe  of  the  Yeneti  called  Osusmii,  who  inhabited  part  of 
Btttagne. 

*  Tbfb  map  being  no  longer  of  any  use,  has  been  omitted  in  this  editioB. 
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— L  An  epitome  of  chronology  from  the  creation  to  the  Btudk 
of  Home  by  the  Goths  :  11.  A  short  account  of  the  Bonuoi 
emperors,  and  governors,  who  presided  over  this  country: 
ni.  Some  persons  will  perhaps  say  that  this  kind  of  work  is 
not  absolutely  necessary  either  for  divine  worship  or  greater 
things.  But  let  them  know  that  leisure  hours  may  be 
dedicated  to  the  study  of  the  antiquities  of  our  country 
without  any  derogation  from  the  sacred  character.  Yet 
if  censorious  people  envy  us  such  pleasures  at  leisure  hours, 
hastening  to  the  end  and  almost  arrived  at  the  goal,  we  here 
check  our  steps. 

CHAP.  L 

TV.  In  the  beginning,  the  Almighty  Creator  made  this 
world,  inhabited  by  us  and  other  creatures,  out  of  nothing, 
in  the  space  of  six  days. 

V.  In  the  year  of  the  world  1656,  the  Creator,  to  punish 
the  increasing  wickedness  of  mankind,  sent  a  flood  upon  the 
earth,  which,  overwhelming  the  whole  world,  destroyed  every 
living  creature  except  those  which  had  entered  the  ark,  and 
whose  progeny  replenished  the  new  world  with  colonies  of 
living  beings. 

Vr.  3000.  About  this  time  some  persons  affirm  that  Britain 
was  cultivated  and  first  inhabited,  when  it  was  visited  by  the 
Greek  and  Phoenician  merchants.  Nor  are  those  wanting 
who  believe  that  London  was  shortly  after  built  by  a  king 
called  Bryto. 

VII.  3228.  The  brothers  Romulus  and  Remus  laid  the 
foundation  of  Rome,  which  in  time  became  the  common 
terror  of  all  nations. 

Vni.  3600.  The  Senones,  having  emigrated  from  Britain, 
passed  through  Gaul,  with  the  intent  to  invade  Italy  and 
attack  Rome. 

IX.  3650.  The  Belgse  entered  this  country,  and  the  Celta 
occupied  the  r^on  deserted  by  the  Senones.  Divitiacus 
king  of  the  ^dui  soon  afterwards  passed  over  with  an  army 
and  subdued  great  part  of  this  kingdom.  About  this  time 
the  Britons  who  were  expelled  by  the  Belgao  emigrated  to 
Ireland,  formed  a  settlement,  and  were  thenceforward  tailed 
HootL 
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X.  3948.  Cassibelinas  waged  war  with  the  maritime 
■tateB/ 

XL  3946.  Caesar  overcame  the  Germans,  Gauls,  and  also 
the  Britons,  to  whom,  before  this  time,  even  the  name  of  the 
Romans  was  unknown.  The  conqueror,-  having  received 
hostages,  rendered  the  people  tributflay. 

XIL  3947.  At  length  coming  a  second  time  into  this 
country,  upon  the  invitation,  as  he  pretended,  of  the  Trino- 
bantes,  he  waged  war  with  Cassibelinus  king  of  the  Cassii. 
Suetonius,  however,  asserts,  with  greater  probability,  that  he 
was  allured  by  the  costly  pearls  of  Britain. 

XnL  4044.  The  emperor  Claudius  passed  over  to 
Britain,  and  ;n  the  space  of  six  months,  almost  without 
effusion  of  blood,  reduced  a  great  part  of  th«  island,  which 
he  ordered  to  be  called  Ca^sariensis. 

XIV.  4045.  Vespasian,  at  that  time  in  a  private  station, 
being  sent  by  the  emperor  Claudius  with  the  second  legion 
into  this  country,  attacked  the  Belgas  and  Damnonii,  and 
having  fought  tliirty-two  battles  and  taken  twenty  cities, 
reduced  them  under  the  Roman  power,  together  with  the 
Isle  of  Wight. 

XV.  4047.  The  Romans  occupied  Thermae  and  Glebon. 
XVL  4050.  Ostorius  the  Roman  general,  after  a  war  of 

nine  years,  overcame  Caracticus  king  of  the  Silures,  great 
part  of  Britain  was  reduced  into  a  province,  and  the  colony 
of  Camalodunum  founded. 

XVEL  4052.  Certain  cities  of  the  Belgas  were  yielded  by 
the  Romans  to  Cogibundus,  that  he  might  form  a  kingdom. 
About  this  time  the  Cangi  and  Brigantes  went  over  and 
settled  in  Ireland. 

XVnL  4061.  The  emperor  Nero,  having  no  courage  for 
military  enterprises,  nearly  lost  Britain ;  for  under  him  its 
two  greatest  cities  were  taken  and  destroyed.  Bonduica,  in 
order  to  revenge  the  injury  offered  to  her  by  the  Romans, 
rose  in  arms,  burned  the  Roman  colonies  of  London,  Camalo- 
dunum, and  the  municipal  town  Verulamium,  and  slew  more 
than  eighty  thousand  Roman  citizens.  She  was  at  length 
overcome  by  Suetonius,  who  amply  avenged  the  loss,  by 
slaughtering  an  equal  number  of  her  subjects. 

*  Probably  from  Cmma,  though  the  preoM  date  ife«>fns  to  K0  died 
without  suthority.— C^.  dt  B€ll.  OaU.  lib.  t.,  $  9. 

BB 
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XIX.  4073.  Cerealis  conquered  the  Biigantes. 

XX.  4076.  Frontinus  punished  the  Ordovices. 

XXL  4080.  Agricola  :iter  a  severe  engagement  aabduecl 
Galgacus  king  of  the  Caledonians.  He  ordered  all  the 
island  to  be  examined  by  a  fleet,  and  having  sailed  round  its 
coasts,  added  the  Orcades  to  the  Roman  empire. 

XXn.  4120.  The  emperor  Hadrian  himself  came  into 
he  island,  and  separated  one  part  of  it  from  the  other  by  an 
immense  wall. 

XXTTT.  4140.  Urbicus  being  sent  hither  by  Antoninus 
Pius,  distinguished  himself  by  his  victories. 

XXrV.  4150.  Aurelius  Antoninus  also  obtained  victories 
over  some  of  the  Britons. 

XXV.  4160.  Britain  was  enlightened  by  the  introduction 
of  Christianity,  during  the  reign  of  Lucius,  who  fii-st 
submitted  himself  to  the  cross  of  Christ. 

XXVI.  4170.  The  Romans  were  driven  from  the 
Vespasian  province.  About  this  time  it  is  supposed  that 
king  Reuda  came  with  his  people,  the  Picts,  from  the 
islands  into  Britain. 

XXVII.  4207.  The  emperor  Severus,  passing  over  into 
Britain,  repaired  the  wall  built  by  the  Romans,  which  had 
been  ruined,  and  died  not  long  after,  by  the  visitation  of 
God,  at  York. 

XXVin.  4211.  Bassianus  (Caracalla)  obtained  a  venal 
peace  from  the  Mseatae. 

XXIX  4220.  During  these  times  the  Roman  armies  con- 
fined themselves  within  the  wall,  and  all  the  island  enjoyed 
a  profound  peace. 

XXX.  4290.  Carausius,  having  assumed  the  purple, 
seized  upon  Britain;  but  ten  years  afterwards  it  was  re- 
covered by  Asclepiodorus. 

XXXI.  4304.  A  cruel  and  inveterate  persecution,  in 
which  within  the  space  of  a  month  seventeen  thousand 
martyrs  suffered  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  This  persecution 
spread  over  the  sea,  and  the  Britons,  Alban,  Aaron,  and 
Julius,  with  great  numbers  of  men  and  women,  were 
condemned  to  a  happy  death. 

XXXII.  4306.  Constantius,  a  man  of  the  greatest 
Dunuuuty,  liaving  conquered  Allectua,  died  al  Eboracum  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  his  reign. 
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XXXm.  4307.  Constantine,  afterwards  called  the  Great, 
son  of  Constantias  by  Helena,  a  British  woman,  was  created 
emperor  in  Britain ;  and  Ireland  Toluntarily  became  tribu* 
tary  to  him. 

XXXIV.  4320.  The  Scoti  entered  Britain  under  the 
conduct  of  the  king  FergusiuSy  and  here  fixed  their  resi- 
dence. 

XXXy.  Theodosius  slew  Maximus  the  tyrant  three 
miles  from  Aquileia.  Maximus  having  nearly  drained 
Britain  of  all  its  warlike  youth,  who  followed  the  footsteps 
of  his  tyranny  over  Graul,  the  fierce  transmarine  nations  of 
the  Scots  from  the  south,  and  the  Ficts  from  the  north,  per- 
ceiving the  island  without  soldiers  and  defenceless,  oppressed 
it  and  laid  it  waste  during  a  long  series  of  years. 

XXXVL  4396.  The  Britons  indignantly  submitting  to 
the  attacks  of  the  Scots  and  Ficts,  sent  to  Rome,  made  an 
ofier  of  submission,  and  requested  assistance  against  their 
enemies.  A  legion  being  accordingly  despatched  to  their 
assistance,  slew  a  great  multitude  of  the  barbarians,  and 
drove  the  remainder  beyond  the  confines  of  Britain.  The 
legion,  upon  its  departure  homewards,  advised  its  allies  to 
construct  a  wall  between  the  two  estuaries,  to  restrain  the 
enemy.  A  wall  was  accordingly  made  in  an  unskilful  man- 
ner, with  a  greater  proportion  of  turf  than  stone,  which  was 
of  no  advantage ;  for  on  the  departure  of  the  Romans  the 
former  enemies  returned  in  ships,  slew,  trampled  on,  and  de- 
voured all  things  before  them  like  a  ripened  harvest. 

XXXVII.  4400.  Assistance  being  again  entreated,  the 
Romans  came,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  Britons  drove  the 
enemy  beyond  sea,  and  built  a  "wall  from  sea  to  sea,  not  as 
before  with  earth,  but  with  solid  stone,  between  the  fortresses 
erected  in  that  part  to  curb  the  enemy.  On  the  southern 
coast,  where  an  invasion  of  the  Saxons  was  apprehended,  he 
erected  watch  towers.  This  was  the  work  of  Stilicho,  as 
appears  from  Claudian. 

XXXVnr.  4411.  Rome,  the  seat  of  the  fourth  and 
greatest  of  the  monarchies,  was  seized  by  the  Groths,  as 
Daniel  prophesied,  in  the  year  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  af^r  its  foundation. 

From  this  time  ceased  the  Roman  empire  in  Britain,  f'^ur- 

HIT  ? 
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hundr5l  and  sixty-five  years  after  the  arrival  of  Julias 
Ccesar. 

XXXIX.  4446.  The  Eoman  legion  retiring  from  Britain, 
and  refusing  to  return,  the  Scots  and  Picts  ravaged  all  the 
island  from  the  north  as  far  as  the  wall,  the  guards  of  which 
being  slain,  taken  prisoners,  or  driven  away,  and  the  wall 
itself  broken  through,  the  predatory  enemy  then  poured  into 
the  country.  An  epistle  was  sent  filled  with  tears  and  sor- 
rows to  Fl.  JEtius,  thrice  consul,  in  the  twenty-third  year  of 
Theodosius,  begging  the  assistance  of  the  Roman  power,  but 
without  effect. 


CHAP.  n. 

1.  Havikg  followed  truth  as  far  as  possible,  if  any  thing 
should  occur  not  strictly  consistent  with  it,  I  request  it  may 
not  be  imputed  to  me  as  a  fault.  Confining  myself  closely 
to  the  rules  and  laws  of  history,  I  heve  collected  ill  the 
accounts  of  other  persons  which  I  fouua  most  accurate  and 
deserving  of  credit  The  reader  must  not  expect  any  thing 
beyond  an  enumeration  of  those  emperors  and  Roman  gover- 
nors who  had  authority  over  this  island.  With  an  account 
of  these  I  shall  dose  my  book. 

2.  Julius  CsBsar  the  dictator  was  the  first  of  the  Romans 
who  invaded  Britain  with  an  army,  during  the  reign  of  Cas- 
sibelinus  ;  but,  although  he  defeated  the  inhabitants  in  one 
battle,  and  occupied  the  coast^  as  Tacitus  observes,  he  rather 
seems  to  have  shown  the  way  to  his  successors  than  to  have 
given  them  possession. 

3.  In  a  short  time  the  civil  wars  succeeding,  the  arms  of 
the  chiefs  were  turned  against  the  republic.  Britain  was 
also  long  neglected  by  the  advice  of  Augustus  and  the  com- 
mand of  Tiberius.  It  is  certain  that  Caligula  intended  to 
enter  Britain  ;  but  his  quick  temper  and  proneness  to  change, 
or  the  unsuccessful  attempts  against  the  Grermans,  prevented 
him. 

4.  Claudius,  however,  carried  war  into  Britain  which  no 
"Romfin  emperor  since  Julius  Caesar  had  reached,  and,  having 
transported  his  legions  and  allies  without  danger  or  blood* 
shed,  in  a  few  days  reduced  a  part  of  the  island.  He  after* 
wards  sent  over  Vespasian,  at  that  time  in  a  private  statioo. 
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who  fought  two  and  thirty  battles  with  the  enemy,  and  added 
to  the  Eoman  empire  two  very  powerful  nations,  with  their 
kings,  twenty  cities,  and  the  isle  of  Yecta,  contiguous  to 
Britain.  He  overcame  the  remainder  by  means  of  Cneas 
Sentius  and  Aulus  Plautius.  For  these  exploits  he  obtained 
a  great  triumph. 

5.  To  him  succeeded  Ostorius  Scapula,  a  man  famous  in 
war,  who  reduced  the  nearest  part  of  Britain  into  a  province, 
and  added  the  colony  of  the  veterans,  Camalodunum.  Cer- 
tain cities  were  delivered  up  to  the  chief  Cogibundus,  who, 
according  to  Tacitus,  remained  faithful  till  the  accession  of 
Trajan  to  the  empire. 

6.  Avitus  Didius  Gallus  kept  possession  of  what  his  pre- 
decessors had  acquired,  a  few  posts  only  being  removed  fur- 
ther into  the  interior,  in  order  to  obtain  the  credit  of  extend- 
ing his  dominion. 

7.  Didius  Verannius,  who  succeeded,  died  within  a  year. 

8.  Suetonius  Paulinus  continued  prosperous  for  two  years. 
The  tribes  being  reduced  and  garrisons  established,  he 
attacked  the  isle  of  Mona,  because  it  gave  succour  to  the 
rebellious  and  afforded  opportunities  for  invasion.  For  the 
absence  of  the  governor  removing  all  fear,  the  Britons  began 
to  recover  courage,  and  rose  in  arms  under  the  conduct  of 
Bonduica,  a  woman  of  royal  descent  Having  reduced  the 
troops  scattered  in  the  garrisons,  they  attacked  the  colony* 
itself,  as  the  seat  of  slavery,  and  in  the  height  of  rage  and 
victory,  exercised  every  species  of  savage  barbarity.  Had 
not  Paulinus,  on  receiving  the  intelligence,  luckily  hastened 
to  crush  the  revolt,  Britain  must  have  been  lost  But  thf 
fortune  of  one  battle  restored  it  to  its  former  submissioa 
Many  of  the  natives,  from  the  consciousness  of  their  defec- 
tion, and  fear  of  the  governor,  continued  under  arms. 

9.  Suetonius,  in  other  respects  an  illustrious  man,  but 
arrogant  to  the  vanquished  and  prompt  to  avenge  his  own 
iiyuries,  being  likely  to  exercise  severity,  he  was  replaced  by 
Petronius  Turpilianus,  who  was  more  merciful,  a  stranger  to 
the  offences  of  the  enemy,  and  therefore  more  likely  to  bo 
foftened  by  their  repentance.  Having  settled  the  distur- 
bances, he  gave  up  the  province  to  Trebellius  Maximus. 

10.  Trebellius,  being  of  a  slothful  disposition  and  unused 

9  Camalodunum* 
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to  war,  retained  the  proyinco  bj  gentleness.  The  barbaroos 
Britons  ceasing  to  be  ignorant  of  loxurj,  and  the  termination 
of  civil  wars,  gave  him  an  excuse  for  inactivity.  But 
cord  called  forth  his  exertions ;  for  the  soldiery,  when 
leased  from  military  labours,  grew  wanton  from  too  much 
rest.  Trebellius,  having  evaded  the  rage  of  the  army  by 
flight,  was  shortly  allowed  to  resume  the  conmiand,  the  licen- 
tiousness of  the  soldiery  becoming  as  it  were  a  composition 
for  the  safety  of  the  generaL  This  sedition  ended  without 
bloodshed. 

11.  Nor  did  Yectius  Bolanus,  although  the  civil  wars  still 
continued,  harass  Britain  by  restoring  discipline.  There 
was  the  same  inactivity  towards  the  enemy,  and  the  same  in- 
subordination in  the  garrisons ;  but  Bolanus,  being  a  good 
man  and  not  disliked,  acquired  affection  instead  of  authority. 

12.  But  when,  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  Vespasian  had 
recovered  Britain,  we  see  distinguished  generals,  famous 
armies,  and  the  enemy  dispirited  :  Petilius  Cerealis  imme- 
diately excited  terror  by  attacking  the  state  of  the  Brigantes, 
which  was  esteemed  the  most  populous  of  the  province. 
Many  battles  were  fought,  some  of  which  were  bloody,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  Brigantian  territory  was  either  con- 
quered or  invaded. 

13.  But  although  Cerealis  had  diminished  the  care  and 
fame  of  his  successor,  the  burden  was  sustained  by  Julius 
Frontinus,  a  man  of  high  courage.  Overcoming  at  once  the 
spirit  of  the  enemy  and  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  he 
subjugated  the  warlike  and  powerful  nation  of  the  Silures. 

14.  To  him  succeeded  Agricola,  who  not  only  maintained 
the  peace  of  the  province ;  but  for  seven  years  carried  on 
war  against  the  Caledonians  and  their  warlike  king  Galga- 
cus.  He  thus  added  to  the  Roman  empire  nations  hitherto 
unknown. 

15.  But  Domitian,  envying  the  superior  glory  of  Agricola, 
recalled  him,  and  sent  lus  lieutenant  Lucullus  into  Britain, 
because  he  had  suffered  lances  of  a  new  form  to  be  named 
LuctUleas  after  him. 

16.  His  successor  was  Trebellius,  under  whom  the  two 
provinces,  namely,  Yespasiana  and  Mieata,  were  wrested 
from  the  Roman  government ;  for  the  Romans  gave  them* 
selves  up  to  luxury. 
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17.  About  this  time  the  emperor  Hadrian  visiting  this 
island,  erected  a  wall  justly  wonderful,  and  left  Juliuv 
Severus  his  deputy  in  Britain. 

18.  From  this  time  nothing  worthy  of  attention  is  related, 
until  Antoninus  Pius  carried  on  so  many  wars  by  Ids  gene« 
rals.  He  conquered  the  Britons  by  means  of  LoUius  Urbi- 
cus,  the  proprietor,  and  Satuminus,  prefect  of  the  fleet,  and, 
the  barbarians  being  driven  back,  another  wall  was  built. 
He  recovered  the  province  afterwards  called  Yalentia. 

19.  Pius  dying,  Aurelius  Antoninus  gained  many  victo* 
ries  over  the  Britons  and  Grermans. 

20.  On  the  death  of  Antoninus,  when  the  Bomans  deemed 
their  acquisitions  insufficient,  they  suffered  a  great  defeat 
under  Marcellus. 

21.  To  him  succeeded  Pertinax,  who  conducted  himself  as 
an  able  general. 

22.  The  next  was  Clodius  Albinus,  who  contended  with 
Sevens  for  the  sceptre  and  purple. 

23.  After  these,  the  first  who  enjoyed  the  title  of  lieu- 
tenant was  Yirius  Lupus  :  he  did  not  perform  many  splendid 
actions  ;  for  his  glory  was  intercepted  by  the  unconquerable 
Severus,  who,  having  rapidly  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  re- 
paired the  wall  of  Hadrian,  now  become  ruinous,  and  restored 
it  to  its  former  perfection.  Had  he  lived,  he  intended  to 
extirpate  the  very  name  of  the  barbarians  ;  but  he  died  by 
the  visitation  of  God,  among  the  Brigantes,  in  the  city  of 
Eboracum. 

24.  Alexander  succeeded,  who  gained  some  victories  in 
the  £ast,  and  died  at  Edessa. 

25.  His  successors  were  the  lieutenants  Lucilianus,  M. 
Furius,  N.  Philippus  ♦♦♦♦♦«♦♦  ♦j  who,  if  we  except  the 
preservation  of  the  boundaries,  performed  hardly  any  thing 
worthy  of  notice. 

26.  Afterwards  •  •  •  ♦  ♦ 
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COMMENTARY  ON  THE  ITINERARY. 

Ko  people  are  so  barbarous  as  to  be  totally  destitute  of  the  means  of  inter 
nal  communication  ;  and  in  proportion  as  they  become  more  cirilized  and 
have  more  intercourse  with  other  nations,  these  means  are  augmented  and 
facilitated.  By  the  early  accounts  of  the  Britons  it  appears  that  they 
maintained  a  considerable  foreign  commerce,  that  they  had  formed  towns 
or  large  communities,  and  used  chariots  for  warlike,  and  midoubtedly  for 
civil  purposes.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  their  internal  communications 
must  have  been  free  and  numerous.  We  need  not  therefore  be  surprised,  if, 
after  thn  lapse  of  so  many  centuries,  marks  of  such  British  roads  appear 
even  at  present  to  a  careful  observer,  differing  in  many  respects  from  the 
roads  subsequently  made  by  the  Romans,  and  traversing  the  island  in  every 


These  ancient  ways  may  be  distinguished  from  those  made  by  the  Romans 
by  unequivocal  marks. 

I.  They  are  not  raised  nor  pavbd,  nor  always  straight ;  but  often  wind 
along  the  tops  or  sides  of  the  chains  of  hills  which  lie  in  their  course. 

II.  They  do  not  lead  to  Roman  towns,  or  notice  such  towns,  except  when 
placed  on  the  sites  of  British  fortresses. 

III.  They  are  attended  by  tumuli  like  those  of  the  Romans ;  but 
usually  throw  out  branches,  which^  after  running  parallel  for  some  milee, 
are  reunited  to  the  original  stem. 

When  the  Romans  obtained  a  footing  in  this  island,  they  directed  all 
their  operations,  according  to  their  practice,  by  military  principles.  They 
civilized  indeed  as  they  conquered,  but  conquest  was  their  principal  object. 
Hence,  as  each  tribe  was  successively  subdued,  they  fortified  such  primary 
posts  as  were  best  adapted  to  support  their  fbture  operations,  established 
secondary  posts  to  secure  their  communications,  and  connected  the  whole 
by  military  ways.  From  local  circumstances,  and  the  principles  of  war, 
their  primary  posts  were  either  at  or  near  the  sites  of  the  British  towns,  or 
on  the  principal  rivers.  If  therefore  the  British  towns  and  trackways  were 
suited  to  their  purposes,  they  adopted  them ;  if  not,  they  constructed 
others.  But  both  their  towns  and  roads  differed  materially  fh>m  those  of 
the  original  inhabitants.  The  Romans  in  their  towns  or  fortresses  followed 
the  system  of  their  own  castiamentation,  in  like  manner  as  in  modern  war- 
fare the  construction  of  permanent  and  temporary  works  Is  guided  by  the 
lame  general  principles.  These  towns  are  of  a  regular  figure,  bounded  by 
lines  as  straight  as  the  shape  of  the  ground  will  permit,  generally  square  or 
oblong,  and  consisting  commonly  in  a  single  wall  and  ditch,  unless  in  pott- 
lions  peculiarly  dangerous,  or  where  local  droumstances  rendered  additional 
AeStnees  necessary.  On  the  contrary  the  British  townsu  which  wore  occu- 
pied by  the  Romans,  although  irregularly  shaped,  stiU  partake  of  their 
ofkdnal  figure. 

Spodmens  of  the  first  kind,  m  perfect  Roman  townL  may  bo  seen  in 
Goldiester,  Winchester,  Caerleon,  Caerwent,  Castor  near  Norwid^  and  ail 
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fhe  military  stations  bordenng  on  the  wall  of  Severus.    Of  the  latter,  in 
Bath,  Silchester,  Kentchester,  Canterburj,  and  other  places. 

Similar  mnrks  of  difference  between  the  original  British  trackways  and 
the  Roman  roads  appear  in  the  Foes,  and  the  Iknield  Street ; — the  latter, 
during  the  greater  part  of  its  course,  keeping  along  the  chain  of  hills  which 
laj  in  its  way,  not  leading  deddedly  to  Roman  towns,  throwing  out  parallel 
branches,  attended  always  with  tumuli,  still  bearing  its  British  name,  nnd 
appearing  firom  its  dire<^n  to  have  been  made  for  commercial  purposes. 

On  the  other  hand  the  adopted  roads,  but  more  especially  those  made  by 
the  Romans  themselves,  are  distinguished  by  peculiar  marks.  Posts  or 
towns  are  placed  on  them  at  nearly  regular  distances,  seldom  exceeding 
twenty  miles,  the  length  of  a  single  march,  and  also  at  the  point  where  two 
roads  intersect  each  other,  or  where  seveml  roads  diverge.  These  roads 
are  elevated  with  surprising  labour  to  the  height  of  ten  feet,  and  sometimes 
even  more,  instances  of  which  may  be  seen  on  the  heath  near  Woodyates 
Inn  in  Dorsetshire,  near  Old  Sarum  on  the  side  of  Ford,  in  Chute 
Park,  Wilts,  between  Ancaster  and  Lincoln,  and  still  more  remarkably  on 
Bramham  Moor,  near  Tadcaster  in  Yorkshire.  They  were  formed  of  mate- 
rials often  brought  from  a  considerable  distance,  such  as  chalk,  pebbles,  or 
gravel ;  and  the  most  considerable  are  paved  with  stones,  which  are  visible 
to  this  day.  Tumuli  also,  which  seem  to  have  been  the  direction-posts  of 
antiquity,  attended  their  course,  and  occur  in  almost  every  instance  where 
a  road  descends  a  hill,  approaches  a  station,  or  throws  off  a  branch. 
Another  peculiarity  of  the  Roman  ways  is  their  straight  direction,  from 
which  they  seldom  deviate,  except  to  avoid  a  rapid  ascent  or  descent,  to 
throw  off  another  road,  or  to  approach  a  station,  which,  firom  the  circum- 
stances before  mentioned,  had  been  fixed  out  of  the  general  line.  Of  this 
there  is  a  curious  instance  where  the  Foss,  in  approaching  Cirencester  from 
the  north,  meets  the  Akeman  Street,  bearing  to  the  same  point  from  the 
north-east,  and  evidently  bends  out  of  its  course  to  join  and  enter  the  sta- 
tion with  it 

Of  many  of  the  Roman  roads,  not  only  in  England,  but  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  Roman  empire,  an  account  has  been  preserved  under  the  name 
of  the  Itinerary  of  Antoninus,  which  specifies  the  towns  or  stations  on 
each  road,  and  shows  the.  distances  between  them.  This  record  was  long 
supposed  to  be  a  public  directory  or  guide  for  the  march  of  soldiers  ;  but 
if  this  were  the  case,  it  is  extremely  confused  and  imperfect.  It  oflen  omits 
in  one  Iter  or  journey  towns  which  are  directly  in  its  course,  and  yet  speci- 
fies them  in  another,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  first,  second,  sixth,  and  eighth 
Iters.  It  traces  the  same  road  more  than  once,  and  passes  unnoticed  some 
of  the  most  remarkable  roads  in  the  island,  namely  a  great  part  of  the 
Foss,  and  the  whole  of  the  Via  Devana  (a  road  from  Colchester  to  Ches- 
ter.) Hence  this  Itinerary  has  been  more  justly  considered  as  the  heads  of  a 
journal  formed  by  some  traveller  or  ofificer,  who  vbited  the  different  parts 
of  the  empire  from  business  or  duty ;  and,  as  Mr.  Reynolds  conjectures 
with  great  appearance  of  probability,  in  the  suite  of  the  emperor  Adrian. 
In  this  light  it  may  be  considered  as  copious,  and  the  advantages  which  it 
has  afforded  to  the  antiquary  will  be  gratefUlly  and  universally  acknow- 
ledged. Still,  however,  from  the  incoherence  which  appears  in  that  part 
relating  to  our  island,  and  from  the  mutilated  copies  which  have  been 
found,  there  is  reason  to  imagine  that  the  whole  of  this  interesting  record 
bat  n?t  escaped  the  ravages  of  time. 
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Sndi  an  itinenuy,  but  varying  in  manj  respects  from  that  of  An- 
tonine,  is  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  work  now  presented  to  tho 
reader. 

In  fixing  the  sites  of  the  towns  specified  in  these  Itineraries,  our  anti- 
quaries have  assumed  the  most  unjustifiable  latitude.  The  mere  resem- 
blance of  a  name  was  considered  as  a  reason  sufficient  to  outweigh  all 
others  ;  even  the  great  Camden  suffered  himself  to  be  misled  by  this  re- 
semblance, in  fixing  Ariconium  at  Kentchester,  Camalodunum  at  Maldon, 
Bennavenna  at  Bensford,  Pons  iElii  at  Pont  Eland,  and  Ad-Pontem  at 
Paunton.  The  explanation  of  the  names  to  suit  the  supposed  situation 
has  been  another  fruitful  source  of  error  ;  not  onlj  British  and  Latin,  but 
Saxon,  Greek,  and  even  Hebrew,  have  been  exhausted  to  discover  mg;nifi- 
cant  appellations  ;  and  where  one  language  was  not  sufficient,  half  a  »  ard 
has  been  borrowed  from  one  language  and  half  from  another  to  support 
a  fiivonrite  hypothesis.*  The  commentary  now  presented  to  the  reader  is 
founded  on  the  following  principles. 

I.  The  vestiges  of  roads  actually  existing  are  taken  as  much  as  possible 
for  guides  ;  and  the  extremes  or  direction  of  each  Iter,  ascertained  from 
two  or  more  undoubted  stations,  or  other  unequivocal  proofs. 

II.  In  general,  no  place  is  regarded  as  the  site  of  a  Roman  station, 
unless  fixed  Roman  remains,  such  as  buildings,  baths,  &cc  are  found  at  or 
uear  it ;  and  unless  it  is  situatecl  on  or  near  the  line  of  a  Roman  nmd. 

III.  An  exception  has,  however,  been  sometimes  unavoidably  made  to 
this  rule.  After  the  Romans  had  established  their  power,  and  completed 
their  system  of  internal  communication,  they  undoubtedly  lessened  the 
number  of  their  garrisons,  to  avoid  either  too  great  a  di\ision  of  their  force, 
or  to  reduce  that  part  of  it  which  was  necessarily  stationary.  Kence  we 
have  sometimes  considered  the  direction  of  the  road,  and  the  general  dis- 
tance, as  sufficient  data  for  determining  a  station  or  stations,  either  when  they 
were  situated  between  two  considerable  fortified  points,  or  when  covered 
by  others  on  every  side  ;  because  it  is  probable  such  posts  were  merely  tem- 
porary, and  were  dilapidated  or  demolished,  even  before  the  decline  of  the 
Roman  power. 

IV.  In  assigning  a  specific  Roman  name  to  a  place,  it  has  not  been 
deemed  sufficient  that  fixed  antiquities  or  other  equivalent  evidence  prove  a 
town  to  have  existed  on  the  spot,  unless  the  order  of  the  names,  and  the 
distances  marked  in  the  Itinerary,  justify  the  appellation. 

V.  Where  the  line  of  the  Roman  road  is  tolerably  perfect,  no  station  is 
sought  far  from  it,  except  where  the  excess  of  the  Itinerary  over  the  real 
distance,  or  accurate  measurement,  affords  sufficient  authority  for  the 
deviation. 

YI.  The  numbers  which  determine  the  distances  being  written  in  Roman 
numerals,  which  gave  great  latitude  for  errorf  and  substitutions,  recount 
has  been  bad  to  this  rule. 

*  On  this  subject  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  the  name  ci 
Castor,  Cester,  or  Chester,  generally  points  out  a  Roman  station  ;  and  Sam, 
Street,  Stane  and  Stone,  ^Strat,  and  Stan,  when  compounded)  as  generally 
show  the  course  of  a  British  or  Roman  way. 

t  For  example  these  marks  '"^*  bdug  Uie  mutilated  parts  of  numeral^ 
might  have  been  easily  transfbrmod  by  the  copyist  into  IIIIL  XIIL  VIIL 
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Whcfe  the  road  ■till  exists,  the  whole  intennediete  eptee  hetween  two 
ttetions  alreedj  detennined,  has  heen  examined  to  disooTer  what  places^ 
from  their  relatire  distance,  from  their  site,  or  the  antiqaities  found  in  them, 
have  the  ikirest  claim  to  he  considered  as  Roman  posts;  and  to  such 
places  the  names  hare  been  affixed  according  to  the  eridence  afforded  in 
the  Itinerary. 

Afrer  this  derelopment  of  the  principles  on  which  we  hare  proceeded  in 
our  examination,  it  is  neoessarj  to  add  a  few  ohserrations  on  the  Roman 
mile,  the  standard  of  measurement  used  in  compiling  the  Itineraries;  because 
manj  difficulties  in  determining  the  stations  arise  from  our  uncertaintj 
respecting  its  real  length.  It  maj  indeed  appear  easy  to  ascertain  this 
point,  by  a  careful  measurement  of  the  space  between  two  military  columns, 
still  existing  on  any  known  Roman  road.  But  in  Britain  such  an  ex- 
periment has  been  hitherto  impracticable;  for  the  columns  in  our  island 
have  been  so  uniYersally  defaced  or  removed,  that,  fiu-  from  two  existing  on 
the  same  road,  only  one  has  l>een  found*  whose  original  station  is  known 
with  any  degree  of  certainty.  In  France  and  Italy  many  of  these  columns 
still  exist,  and  Danville  has  adduced  three  instances  in  Languedoc,  in  which 
the  distances  between  them  accurately  measured  amounted  in  one  to  756, 
in  another  to  753,  and  in  a  third  to  752  toises  and  two  feet.  The  avemge 
754  toises  and  two  feet,  seems  to  determine  the  length  of  the  Roman  mile 
with  sufficient  precision;  and  the  result  is  confirmed  by  a  comparison  with 
the  Roman  foot,  still  preserved  in  the  capitol;  for  the  exact  length  of  the 
miles  between  the  military  columns  on  the  Appian  way,  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  Rome,  as  measured  by  Bianchini,  was  5010  of  these  Roman  feet, 
which  reduced  to  toises  is  756  toises  four  feet  and  a  half.  From  these 
results  Danville  estimates  the  Roman  mile  at  755  toises,  or  1598  yardsf 
English  measure. 

Unfortunately  this  mensuration  does  not  lessen  the  difficulties  of  the 
English  antiquary;  for  the  distance  between  any  two  of  our  known  stations, 
if  measured  by  this  standard,  disagrees  in  almost  every  instance  with  the 
numbers  of  the  Itineraries.  Different  conjectures  have  been  advanced  to 
solve  this  difficulty.  One,  supported  by  the  respectable  authority  of 
Horsley,  is,  that  the  Romans  measured  only  the  horizontal  distance,  without 
regarding  the  inequalities  of  the  sur&ce;  or  Uiat  the  space  between  station 
and  station  was  ascertained  fit)m  maps  accurately  constructed.  This  ide« 
receives  some  support  from  a  fttct  acknowledged  by  every  British  antiquary, 
namely,  that  the  Itinerary  miles  bear  a  regular  proportion  to  the  EnglisH 
miles  on  plains,  but  fall  short  of  them  in  hilly  grounds.  Another  opinion 
is,  that  the  Itinerary  miles  were  not  measured  by  an  invariable  standard, 
but  in  the  distant  provinces  were  derived  from  the  common  measures  of  tlM 
country.  In  support  of  this  conjecture  a  supposed  coincidence  between  tlM 
computed  and  measured  miles,  noticed  by  Horsley  and  others,  has  been 
adduced;  but  if  this  were  the  case,  there  would  not  be  so  exact  a  con- 
formity between  the  miles  of  France  and  Italy  as  appears  in  the  instance 
before  mentioned. 

To  remove,  however,  as  many  causes  of  err^r  as  possible,  considerable 

XVI.  XIX.  or  XXI.  and  single  nnmeials  might  have  been  omitted,  m 
XX.  and  XXIII.  for  XIX.  and  XXXIII. 
•  Near  Leicester.  f  Hist  de  I'Acadtoie,  t  88,  p.  Ml. 
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pains  hare  heeu  taken  to  ooirect  the  numbers,  by  a  comparison  of  all  tli« 
earliest  and  most  authsntic  copies  of  the  Itin^aiy*  These  are:  The 
Itineniry  of  Talbot,  published  in  Leland's  works.  That  of  Camden.  Two 
copies  by  Harrison,  published  first  in  Hollingsbed,  and  republished  by 
Burton.  That  of  Gale.  That  of  Surita,  who  collated  fire  copies,  four  of 
which  he  thus  designates : — 1.  Bibllotheca  Regis  ad  D.  Laurent.  Tetustlsiw 
Codex  Ovetensis  Mn,  IqCCCCXX  descriptus.  2.  Bibliothecs  Blandinia 
Denretustus  codex  a  CCCC.  diciter  annis  transcriptus.  3.  Bibliothecv 
Neapolitanorum  R^gum  qui  post  cardinalis  de  Ursinis  fiiit  annc 
M.CCCCXXVII.  ezscriptus.  4.  Christophori  Longolii  exemplar  ab  II. 
Stephano.    Parisiis  edituro,  anno  M.IoXII. 

As  the  Roman  posts  and  roads  were  in  a  great  degree  connected  with, 
or  derived  from,  the  British  towns  and  trackways,  we  proceed  to  trace  first 
the  course  of  the  British  roads  which  still  exist,  and  to  specify  the  towns 
whose  sites  are  known,  premising  that  of  the  ninety-two  capital  towns  of 
the  Britons  commemorated  by  Ustorians,  the  names  of  only  eighty-eight 
have  been  presenred. 

The  British  ways  we,— 

1.  The  Watlhio  Stbbbx',  or  Irish  road,  in  two  branches,  northern  and 
southern. 

2.  The  Iknibld  Stebbt,  or  road  of  the  Iceni,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eastern  coast. 

3.  The  Ryknibld  Street,  leading  through  the  country  of  the  Upper 
iceni  or  CoritanL 

4.  The  EmiTN  Street,  leading  from  the  coast  of  Susmx  to  the  south- 
east part  of  Scotland. 

5.  The  Akkman  Street,  or  mtermediate  road  between  the  Iknield  and 
Ryknield  Street. 

6.  The  Upper  Salt-wat,  leading  from  the  salt-mines  at  Droitwich  to 
the  coast  of  Lincolnshire. 

7.  The  Lower  Salt-wat,  leading  from  the  same  mines  to  the  south 
eastern  coast. 

8.  A  road  which  appears  to  have  skirted  the  western  coast,  as  the  £rm>» 
Street  did  the  eastern. 

Besides  these,  there  is  reason  to  conjecture  from  several  detached  piece% 
that  another  road  followed  the  shores  round  the  island. 

WATUNQ  STREET. 

The  south-eastern  branch  of  the  Watling  Street  proceeded  from  Ridi- 
borough  on  the  coast  of  Kent,  to  Canterbury;  and  from  thence,  nearly  in 
the  line  of  the  present  turnpike,  towards  Rochester.  It  left  that  dty  to 
the  right,  passed  the  Medway  by  a  ford,  and  ran  almost  straight,  throogb 
lord  Damley*s  park,  to  Southfleet  It  bent  to  the  left  to  avoid  the 
marshes  near  London,  continued  along  a  road  now  lost  to  Holwood  Hill, 
the  capital  of  the  Rhemi,  and  then  followed  the  course  of  the  present  road 
to  London. — Having  crossed  the  Thames,  it  ran  by  Edgeware  to  Verulam; 
and  fix>m  thence,  with  the  present  great  Irish  road,  through  Dunstable  and 
Towcester  to  Weedon.  Hence,  instead  of  bending  to  the  left,  with  the 
present  turnpike,  it  proceeded  straight  by  Dovebridge,  High  Cross,  Faseley, 
Wall,  and  Wellington,  to  Wroxeter.  It  then  passed  the  Severn,  and  con- 
tinued by  Rowton,  Pen  y  Pont,  and  Bala,  to  Tommen  y  Mawr,  where  il 
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divided  into  two  branches.  One  nm  bj  Beth  Gellert  to  Ctenianron  and 
Ansleeea,  the  other  by  Dolwyddelan,  through  the  motmtams  to  the  ban<t 
of  &e  Menai,  where  it  joined  the  north-eoftem  branch  (which  will  be  pre- 
lently  described),  and  ended  at  Holj  Head,  the  great  port  of  the  Irish. 

In  its  course  are  the  British  towns  Bhuh^ns,  Schborough,  Durovemum, 
Canterbury,  Dwrobrivm^  Rochester,  Nomomaguit  Holwood  Hill,  Trinoban' 
ium,  London,  Verolamiam,  St.  Alban's,  Duroecbfifottf  Dunstable,  Uruxh- 
nnioi,  Wroxeter,  MedioUmum  on  the  bimks  of  the  Tanad,  SeffotUiumt  Caer 
S^nt,  and  possibly  a  town,  of  which  the  name  is  lost,  at  Holy  Head. 

The  north-western  branch  of  the  Watling  Street,  coming  from  the  interior 
of  Scotland  by  Cramond  and  Jedburgh,  enters  England  at  Chew  Green,  and 
continues  by  Riechester  to  Corbridge.  There,  crossing  the  Tyne,  it  ran 
through  Ebchester,  Lanchester,  and  Binchester,  and  passed  the  Tees  by  a 
ford  near  Pierce  Bridge.  Hence  it  went  by  Catteric,  Newton,  Maaham, 
and  Kirby  Malside  to  Ilkley,  and  near  Halifox  to  Manchester.  Over  the 
moors  between  these  two  last  places  it  is  called  the  Devil's  Causeway. 
From  Manchester,  where  it  passed  the  Mersey,  it  proceeded  by  Street, 
Northwich,  Chester,  Caerhun,  and  over  the  mountains  to  Aber,  where  it 
fell  into  the  south-western  branch,  in  its  course  to  Holy  Head. 

On  it  were  the  British  towns,  Brgmenium,  Riechester,  Epiacum,  Lan- 
chester, Vinovianh  Binchester,  Cataraeionis,  Catterick,  O/icana,  Ilkley, 
and  />tfoa,Chester. 

THB  IKNISLD  STBBET, 

Or  road  of  the  Iceni,  proceeds  from  the  coast  near  Great  Yarmouth. 
Passing  through  Taesborough,  it  runs  by  Icklingham  and  Newmarket,  and, 
skirting  the  chain  of  hills  which  stretches  through  Cambridgeshire,  Bed- 
fordshire, Buckinghamshire,  and  Oxfordshire,  continues  by  Boumbridge  to 
Icoldon  aud  Royston  (where  it  intersects  the  Ermyn  Street).  Thence  it 
proceeds  by  Baldock,  over  Wilbury  Hill,  to  Dunstable  (where  it  crosses 
the  Watling  Street),  Tring,  Wendover,  Elsborough,  near  Risborough 
Chinor,  Wallington,  Woodcote,  and  Goring,  and,  passing  the  Thames  at 
Streetly,  throws  off  a  collateral  branch,  which  will  be  noticed  under  the 
name  of  the  Ridqbwat.  From  hence  it  proceeded,  as  Stukeley  imagined, 
by  Aldworth,  Newbury  Street,  Ashmansworth,  Tangley,  and  Tidworth,  to 
Old  Sarum.  'Dience  by  the  two  Stratfords,  across  Vemditch  Chase, 
Woodyates  Inn,  the  Gussages,  Badbury,  Shapwick,  Shitterton,  Maiden 
Castle,  Eggardon,  Bridport,  Axminster,  Honiton,  ESxeter,  Totness,  &c.,  to 
the  Land's  End. 

The  collateral  branch  called  the  Ridobwat,  ran  from  Streetly  along  the 
hills,  by  Cuckhamsley  Hill,  Whitehorse  Hill,  and  Ashbury,  towards  Abury, 
from  whence  its  course  is  unknown.  Possibly  it  ran  towards  Glastonbury. 
From  Elworthy  barrows,  above  Taunton,  it  passes  south 'Westerley  into 
Devonshire,  and  from  Stretton  in  Cornwall,  it  kept  along  the  ridge  of  hills 
to  Redruth  and  the  Land's  End. 

The  British  towns  on  this  way  were  Ad  Taum,  Taesborough,  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  Iceni  Magni,  Durocobriva,  Dunstable,  Sarbiodtmumf  Old 
Serum,  Durmum,  probably  Maiden  Castle,  Itca,  Exeter,  Tamara,  a  post 
on  the  Tamar,  Voluba  on  the  Fowey,  and  Cenia  on  the  Fal. 

On  the  Ridge  way,  possibly  Jtfaioma,  Glastonbury,  Tnmoius,  by  some 
supposed  to  be  MolJand  in  Devon,  Jrlovia,       •  .  Musidump  near 

Bitattonf  and  Halan^um,  Cambrs. 
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BTKIVIBLD  STBKBT, 

Or  street  of  the  upper  Iceni,  said  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne,  na 
bj  Chester  le  Street  to  Binchester,  where  it  joined  the  Watling  Street,  and 
continued  with  it  to  Catterick.  Then,  bearing  more  easterly,  it  ran  with 
the  present  great  northern  road  to  within  two  miles  of  Borough  Bridge^ 
where  it  left  the  turnpike  to  the  right,  and  crossed  the  Euro  to  Aldborongh. 
From  thence  it  went  by  CJoptgrave,  Hibston,  Spoflbrth,  through  Stokeld 
Park,  to  Thomer,  Medley,  Foleby,  Bolton,  Graesborough,  Holme,  Great 
Brook  near  Tretown,  Chesterfield,  Alfreton,  Little  Chester,  Egginton,  to 
Burton,  and  Wall  (where  it  crossed  the  Watling  Street).  Thence  through 
Sutton  Colefield,  to  Birmingham,  King's  Norton,  Alchester,  Bitford,  Sedge* 
barrow,  Tewkesbury,  Glocester,  Lidney,  Chepstow^  and  probably  by  AlKr- 
gavenny,  Brecon,  Landilo,  and  Caermarthen  to  St.  Darid's. 

It  paned  the  British  towns  of  Vinovium,  Binchester,  CkitaraeUm^  Cat- 
terick, Isurium,  Aldborough,  Eiooetum,  Wall,  Alauna,  Alcester,  Oleoum, 
GlDcester,  Maridunum,  Caermarthen,  and  Menapia,  St.  Dafid'i* 

THK  BBICTN  SnUDBT 

Came  from  the  eastern  side  of  Scotland,  and,  crossing  the  Tweed  west  o£ 
Berwick,  ran  near  Wooler,  Hedgely,  Brumpton,  Brinkbum,  Netherwitten, 
Hartbum,and  Rial,  to  Corbridge,  where  it  joined  the  North  Watling  Street. 
Passing  with  that  Way  the  two  great  rivers  the  Tyne  and  the  Tees,  it  con- 
tinued to  Catterick,  where  it  divided  into  two  branches. 

The  western  branch  went  with  the  Ryknield  Street  as  far  as  Aldborough, 
and  then,  leaving  that  way  to  the  right,  proceeded  by  Little  Ouseboum,  to 
Helensford,  over  Bramham  Heath,  to  Aberford,  Castleford,  Houghton, 
Stapleton,  Adwick,  Doncaster,  Bawtry,  and  probably  by  Tuxford,  South- 
well, and  over  the  Trent  to  Thorp  (where  it  passed  the  Foss),  Staunton, 
and  Stainby,  where  it  joined  the 

Eastern  brunch.  This  branch  ran  from  Catterick  by  North  Allerton, 
Thirsk,  Easingwold,  Stamford  Bridge,  Market  Weighton,  and  South  Cave, 
and,  crossing  the  Humber,  continued  by  Wintringhamy  Lincoln,  and 
Ancaster,  to  near  Witham,  when  it  was  reunited  with  the  western  branch 
above  mentioned.  Both  continued  to  Brig  Casterton,  near  Stamford, 
Chesterton,  Stilton,  Godmanchester,  Royston  (where  it  crossed  the 
Icknield  Street),  Buntingford,  Puckeridge,  Ware  Park,  west  of  Roxboum, 
Cheshunt,  Enfield,  Wood  Green,  and  London.  Here  it  again  divided  into 
two  branches.  The  more  westerly  went  by  Dorking,  Coldharbour,  Ston« 
Street,  and  Pulborough  to  Chichester;  while  the  easterly  was  continued  bj 
Bromley,  Holwood  Hill,  Tunbndge  Wells,  Wadhurat,  Mayfield,  and  EasU 
bourn,  to  Pevensey. 

On  it  were  the  British  towns  rinooium,  Binchester,  Caiantetamt,  Cat- 
terick, Iturium,  Aldborough,  Lindum,  Lincoln,  Dumomoffus,  Castor  near 
Peterborough,  Drifuwaniumf  London,  Regentium  or  lUgnum^  Chicheater, 
Nomomaguif  Holwood  Hill,  and  Jnderida  Poriui,  Pevensey. 

AKEMAN  8TRBR 

Appears  to  have  passed  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  probably  by 
Bedford,  Newport  Pagnel,  Stony  Stratford,  and  Buckingham  (or  as  other* 
tbina  oj  Fenny  Stratford  and  Winsborough),  to  Alcester.  It  tbea  ran  bj 
Eirklington,  Woodstock,  Stonefield    Assail  un^  Coin  St.  Alwin's.  le  Hrv^ 
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cetter,  Rodmartony  Cherrington,  Bagtpath,  and  Sjmonds'  Hall.  From 
thence  it  it  said  to  be  continued  by  Cromehall  to  Aust,  where,  paaung  the 
Severn,  it  probably  ran  through  C^erwent,  Caerleon,  and  along  the  ooaat  by 
Caerdiff,  Neath,  Lwghor,  to  CSiermarthen,  and  the  Irish  port  at  St.  David's. 
The  British  towns  were  Corinum,  Cirencester,  Venta  Silurum^  Caerwent, 
Itca,  Caerleon,  Maridunttm,  Caermarthen,  and  Menapia,  St.  David's. 

THB  UPPKR  SALT- WAT, 

Which  appears  to  ha\«  been  the  communication  between  the  sea  coast  of 
Linflolnshire  and  the  Salt-mines  at  Droitwich.  It  is  first  known  as  leading 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Stainsfield,  towards  Paunton  and  Denton,  and 
then  running  not  far  fh>m  Saltby  and  Croxton,  is  continued  straight  by 
Warmby  and  Grimston,  to  Sedgehill  on  the  Fobs.  Here  it  appears  to  bear 
towards  Banow  on  the  Soar,  and  crossing  Chamwood  Forest,  is  again  seen 
at  Stretton  on  the  borders  of  Warwickshire,  from  whence  it  is  easily  traced 
to  Birmingham  and  over  the  Lickey  to  Droitwich. 

British  town  Salina,  Droitwich. 

The  Second  Salt-way  is  little  known,  although  the  parts  here  described 
have  been  actually  traced.  It  came  from  Droitwich,  crossed  Worcester- 
shire under  the  name  of  the  Salt- way,  appears  to  have  passed  the  Avon, 
somewhere  below  Evesham,  tended  towards  the  chain  of  hills  aBove  Sudeley 
Castle,  where  it  is  still  visible,  attended  by  tumuli  as  it  runs  by  Hawling. 
Thence  it  proceeds  to  Northleach,  where  it  crossed  the  Fom,  in  its  way  to 
Coin  St.  Aldwin*s,  on  the  Akeman  Street,  and  led  to  the  sen  coast  of 
Hampshire. 

Venta  Belgarum,  Winchester^  and  Partus  Magnus,  Porchester,  or 
Ckiusentum,  Bittern  near  Southampton — were  probably  situated  in  its 
course. 

In  many  places  are  Yestiges  of  a  continued  road  skirting  the  western  side 
of  the  island,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Ermyn  Street  did  the  eastern,  of 
which  parts  were  never  adopted  by  the  Romans.  There  is  great  reason  to 
suppose  it  British,  because  it  connects  many  of  the  British  towns.  It 
appears  to  have  commenced  on  the  coast  of  Devon,  perhaps  not  far  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Ex,  and  to  have  gone  by  Exeter,  Taunton,  Bridgewater, 
Bristol,  Glocester,  Kidderminster,  Claverley,  Weston,  High  Offley,  Betley, 
MiUdlewich,  Northwich,  Warrington,  Preston,  Lancaster.  Here  probably 
dividing  into  two  branches,  one  ran  by  Kendal,  Penrith,  and  Carlisle,  to 
the  extreme  parts  of  the  island,  while  the  other  passed,  by  Kirby  Lonsdale 
and  Orton,  to  Kirby  Thure,  from  whence  it  continued  under  the  name  of 
the  Maiden- Way,  by  the  Wall  and  Bewcastle  into  the  interior  parts  of 
Scotland.  On  this  Street  were  Ixca,  Exeter,  Uxella,  possibly  near  Bridge* 
water,  Glevum^  Gloucester,  Branogeninm,  Worcester,  Salinas  Droitwich, 
Cocciunif  Blackrode,  and  Lugubaliium,  Carlisle. 

Besides  these,  and  the  separate  communications  between  the  different 
towns,  there  is  reason  to  imagine  that  a  general  road  ran  round  the  whole 
coast  of  the  island,  parts  of  which  have  been  observed  near  the  southerr 
coast  of  Dorsetshire,  particubrly  from  Abbotsbury  to  the  isle  of  Purbeck; 
likewise  in  Hampshire,  along  Portsdown  Hill;  and  from  Old  Winchester 
througli  Sussex,  on  the  tops  of  the  hills  between  Midhurst  and  Chichester, 
to  Arundel  and  Brighthelmstone.  Also  in  £Usex  from  Maldon  to  Colchester, 
Md  m  Suffolk  by  Stretford,  Ipswich,  Stretford,  and  Blythburgh,  to  th« 
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banks  of  the  Yar.  In  Lincolnahire  are  two  biandiet,  one  itinning  t Icily 
from  Tattersal,  by  Homcastle,  Ludford^  Strinton,  Caiitor,  and  Someibf, 
and  a  second  nearer  to  the  coast  firom  Lowth  towards  Brocklesbj,  and  both 
tending  to  the  passage  of  the  Humber,  not  hr  from  Barton.  Also  along 
the  principal  part  of  the  coast  through  Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  Northum* 
berland.  On  the  western  side  of  the  island  it  appears  to  hare  passed  oa 
the  hills  which  skirt  the  northern  coast  of  Devonshire  and  Somersetshire^ 
and  possibly  might  be  traced  through  Wales  and  towards  Scotland. 

As  the  original  text  of  so  important  a  document  as  Richard's  Itinerary  is 
essential  to  the  thorough  comprehension  of  its  meaning,  it  is  here  subjoined: 
it  follows  after  the  end  of  Chaptei  VII. 

DIAPHRAGM  AT  A, 

Itsr  I.  Rhutupis  prima  in  Britannia  insula  ciTitas  rersus  Galliam  apud 
Cantios  sita  a  Gessoringo  Bonnonise  portu>  undo  comroodissimus  in  supra- 
dictam  insulam  tranaitus  obtingit,  CCCCL.  stadia,  tcI  utalii  Tolunt  XL VI. 
mille  passuum  remota :  ab  eadem  civitate  ducta  est  via  Guethelinga  dicta, 
usque  in  Segontium  per  m.  p.  CCCXXIIII.  plus  minus  sic : — Gantiopofi, 
quae  et  Durovemo,  m.  p.  X.  Durosevo  XIL  Duroprovis  XXV. 
deinde  m.  p.  XXVII.  transis  Thamcsin  intrasque  provindam  Flamm  et 
civitatem  lK>ndinium  (Augustam),  Sulo  Mago  m.  p.  YIIII.  Yerolamio 
municipio  XII.  unde  fuit  Amphibcdus  et  Albanus  Martyres.  Foro  Diana 
XII.  Magio  Vinio  XII.  Lactorodo  XII.  Isanta  Varia  XII.  Tripon- 
tio  XII.  Benonis  VIIIL  Hie  bisecatur  via,  alterutrumque  ejus  brachiom 
Lindum  usque,  alteram  versus  Viriconium  protenditur,  sic: — Mandue^ 
suedo  m.  p.  XII.  Etoceto  XIII.  Pennocracio  XII.  Uzaconia  XII. 
Virioconio  XI.  Banchorio  XXVI.  Deva  Colonia  X.  Fines  Flavia  et 
SecundsB,  Varis  m.  p.  XXX.    Gonovio  XX.    Seguntio  XXIIII. 

Itbb  II.  a  Seguntio  Virioconium  usque,  m.  p.  LXXIII.  sic : — Heriii 
monte  m.  p.  XXV.    Mediolano  XXV.    Rutunio  XII.    Virioconio  XI. 

Itbb  III.  A  Londinio  Lindum  coloniam  usque,  sic:— Durosito  m.  p. 
XII.  Gcssro  Mago  XVI.  Ganonio  XV.  Gamaloduno  colonia  Villi, 
ibi  erat  templum  Glaudii,  arx  triumphalis,  et  imago  Victoria  dea.  Ad 
Stiuium  amnem  m.  p.  VI.  et  finibus  Trinobantum  Genimannos  advenis, 

Gambretonio  m.  p.  XV.    Site  Mago  XXII.    Venta  Genom.  XXIII 

Gamborico  colonia  XX.    Durali  poute  XX.    Durao  Mage  XX.    Isinnis 
XX.    Lindo  XX. 

Itbe  IV.  A  Lindo  ad  Vallum  usque,  sic : — Argollco  m.  p.  XIIII.  Dano 
XX.  Ibi  intras  Maximam  Gasariensem,  Legotio  m.  p.  XVI.  Eboraco 
munidp.  olim  colonia  sexta  m.  p.  XXL  Isurio  XVI.  Gattaractoni 
XXIIII.  ad  Tisam  X.  Vinovio  XII.  Epiaco  XVIIH.  ad  Muram 
Villi,  trans  Murum  intras  Valentiam.  Alauna  amne  su  p.  XXV.  Tiieda 
flumine  XXX.  ad  Vallum 

Iter  V.  A  limite  Praturiaro  usque,  sic :— Guria  m.  p. ...  ad  Fmes  m. 
p. . . .  Bremenio  m.  p.  • . .  Gorstoplio  XX.  Vindomora  Villi.  Vindo- 
vio  XVIIII.  Gattaractoni  XXII.  Eboraco  XL.  Derventione  YII« 
Delgovicia  XIII.    Praturio  XXV. 

Itka  VI.  Ab  Eboraco  Devam  usque,  sic : — Galcaria  m.  p.  VIIIL  Cam* 
boduiio  XXII.     Mancunio  XVIII.     Finibus  Maxima  et  Flavian. p 
XVIIL    CondateXVIII.    DevaXVJlL 
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Iter  VU.  A  Porta  Sktontionim  £boracum  ufque,  no : — Rerigonio  m. 
p.  XXIII.  ad  Alpes  Peninos  YIII.    AUcaiia  X.    Ifurio  XYIII.    £bo- 

IMOXVI. 

Itbb  Ylli*  Ab  Eboraoo  LugnTilium  ufque,  no : — Cattanctonl  nu  pw 
XL.  Latans  XYI.  Vataiis  XYI.  BrocaTonads  XYIII.  Vomfi 
XVIII.    Lnguballia  XVUI. 

Itka  Villi.  A  Luguballio  Ptorotonim  uaque^  lie: — Trimontio  m.  p. 
. .  •  Gradanica  m.  p. .  •  •  Corio  m.  p. ...  ad  Vallum  m.  p. .  •  •  Indpit 
Vespaaiaiia.  Alaima  m.  p.  XII.  Lindo  Villi.  Victoria  Villi,  ad  Hier- 
nam  Villi.  Onea  XIIII.  ad  TaTum  XVIIII.  ad  JSucam  XXIII.  ad 
Tinam  VIII.:  Defana  XXIII.  ad  Itunam  XXIIII.  ad  Montem  Giam- 
pium  m.  p. ...  ad  Selinam  m.  p. . .  •  Tueaais  XVIIII.  Ptorotone  su 
p. . . . 

Iter  X.  Ab  ultima  Ptorotone  pet  medium  inauls  Isca  Damnonorum 
uuque^  sic:— Vans  m.  p.  VIII.  ad  Tuessim  XVIII.    Tamea  XXVIIII. 

m.  p.  XXI.  in  Medio  VIIIL    Orrca  Villi.    Victoria  XVIII. 

ad  Vallum  XXXII.  LugubalUa  LXXX.  BrocaTonads  XXII.  ad  Alau- 
nam  m.  p. . . .  Cocdo  m.  p. . .  .  llancunio  XVIII.    Ck>ndate  XXIII. 

Mediolano  XVIII.  Etoceto  m.  p Salinis  m.  p Glebon 

cclonia  m.  p.  • . .  Corino  XIIII.  Aquas  Solis  m.  p.  •  •  •  ad  Aquas 
XVIII.  ad  Uxellam  amnem  m.  p Isca  m.  p 

Iter  XI.  Ab  Aquis  per  Viam  Juliam  Menapiam  usque,  sic : — ad  Abo- 
nam  m.  p.  VI.  ad  Siabrinam  VI.  unde  trajectu  intras  in  Britanniam  Secun- 
dam  et  stationem  Trajectum  m.  p.  III.  Venta  Silurum  VIII.  Isca  colonia 
Villi,  unde  fuit  Aaron  Mart  jr.  Tibia  amne  m.  p.  VIII.  Bovio  XX. 
Nido  XV.  Leucaro  XV.  ad  Vigesimum  XX.  ad  Menapiam  XVIIIL  Ab 
hac  urbe  per  XXX.  m.  p.  navigas  in  Hybemiam. 

Itbr  XII.  Ab  Aquis  Londmium  usque^  sic : — Verludone  m.  p.  XV. 
Cunetione  XX.  Spinis  XV.  Calleba  Attrebatum  XV.  Bibracte  XX. 
Londinio  XX. 

Itbr  XIII.  Ab  Isca  Uriconium  usque,  sic :— Bultro  m.  p.  VIII.  Go* 
bannio  XII.  Magna  XXIII.    Bianogenio  XXIII.  Urioconio  XXVII. 

Iter  XIIII.  Ablsca  per  Glebon  Lindum  usque, sic : — Ballio  m.  p.  VIII. 
Blestio  XII.  Sariconio  XI.     Glebon  colonia  XV.  ad  Antonam  XY. 

Alauna  XV Yennonis  XII.    Ratiscorion  XII.    Yenroroento 

XII.    Margiduno  XII.  ad  Pontem  XII.    Croco  colana  Lindum  XII. 

Iter  XV.  A  Londinio  per  Clausentum  in  Londinium^  sic : — Caleba  m.  p. 
XLIIII.  Vindomi  XV.  Venta  Belgarum  XXI.  ad  Lapidem  VI.  Clau- 
sento  IIIL    Portu  Magno  X.    Regno  X.  ad  Dedmum  X.    Anderida 

portu  m.  p ad  Lemanum  m.  p.  XXY.    Lemaniano  portu  X. 

Dubris  X.  Rhutupis  colonia  X.  Regulbio  X.  Contiopoli  X.  DureleYo 
XVIII.  Mado  XII.  Yagnaca  XVUI.  Norio  Mago  XVUL  Londi- 
nio XY. 

Iter  XVI.  'A  Londinio  Ceniam  usque,  sic : — Venta  Belgarum  m.  p. 
XC.     Brige  XI.    Sorbioduno  YIII.     Yentageladia  XII.     DumoTaiu 

Villi.    Moriduno  XXXIIL    Isca  Damnon.  XV. Durio  amne 

m.  p Tamara  m.  p Voluba  m.  p Cenia  m.  p. . . . 

Iter  XVII.  Ab  Anderida  [Eboracum]  usque,  sic : — Sylva  Ande- 
rida m.  p Noriomago  m.  p , .  Lon- 
dinio m.  p.  XV.  ad  Fines  in.  p Durolisponte  m.  p Dur* 

nomago  m.  p.  XX^.    Corisennk  XXX.    Lindo  XXX.  m  Medio  XV 

II 
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•d  Abnm  XV.  unde  tranais  in  Maximam^  ad  Petoariam  nu  p.  YI.  ddaW 
Eboiaco,  ut  Bupra,  m.  p.  XLVl. 

Iter  XVIII.  Ab  Eboraco,  per  medium  insula  Clansentum  uaqne,  aic :— • 
Logiolio  m.  p.  XXI.  ad  Fines  XVIII. .  • .  m.  p.  XVI. . .  •  m.  p.  XYI, 

Denrentione  m.  p.  XVL  ad  TriTonam  Xll.    Etoceto  XII.  Man- 

doMsasdo  XVI.  Benonnis  XII,  Tripontio  XI.  IsannaTiria  XII.  Bri- 
mm»  XII.  ^lia  castia  XVI.  Dorodna  XV.  Tamesi  VL  Vindomi 
XV.    CUuaento  XLVI. 

Plurima  insuper  habebant  Romani  in  Britanniis  castella,  soil  qucque 
muris,  tuiiibus,  portis,  et  rapagulis  munita. 

Finii  limerarionmu 

Qnod  haoteous  auribus,  in  hoc  capite  perdpitur  pene  oculis  intuentibm : 
nam  hnio  adjuncta  est  mappa  Britannia  aitiiBcialiter  depicta,  qn»  omnia 
looa  ooU  eridenter  exprimity  ut  ex  ea  cunctarum  regionum  incotas  dign< 
cetedetar. 


AHOUNT  AKD  XODBBN  names  of  the  stations  IN  RICBABD 

OF  OIBENCESTER'S  rriNEBABT. 

[From  the  London   Edition,  Bto.  1809.] 
Itkr  I. 


(1)  A  Khutupi  ducta  est  ^  Fui  Cfusihei- 
ingtf*  dicta,  usque  in  Segontinm,  per  m. 
p.  OOCXXIIII.  plus  minus,  sic : — 

Corrected 


\ 


(2)  Gantiopoliqu*  et  Du- 
roverno  X 

5)  DuroieTO  XII 

4)  Duroprovis  XXV 

Dwidem.  p.  XXVU 
ttansis  Thamesia  in- 
trasque  prorinciam 
Fla?iam  et  ci?itatem 

(5)  Londinium  Augustam 

(6)  Solo  Mago         Villi 

(7)  Verolamio     Munidpio 

XII 

Unde  fuit  Amphibalus 

et  AlbanuSy  martyres. 

(8)ForoI>ian«  XII 

(n  lii«io  Vinio  XII 


<1#) 


XU 


numberi, 

XI 

XII 

XVI 

XXVII 


XII 


Villi 


XII 
XU 

XVI 


SlTD  OP  THB   StaTIOKS. 

From  Richborough  to  Caer 
Segonty  by  the  Watling 
Street. 


Canterburj. 

Stone  Chaple^  in  Ospringe. 

Rochester. 


London. 

On  the  site  of  Mr.  Napier's 
house  at  Brockley  HilU 

Verulam. 


Dunstable. 

Old  Fields,  South  of  Fer.nv 

Stratford. 
I  Berry  Mount,  in  Towcester* 


i 
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f  1 1)  Isanta  Yaria 


XII 


(12)  Tripontio  XII 

(13)  Benonis  Villi 
Hie     bisecatui      Via ; 

alterutrumque  ejus 
brachium  Lindum 
usque,    alterum    ver- 


sus Viriconium 
tenditur,  sic  : — 


pro- 


S14)  Manduessuedo  XII 

16)  Etoceto  XIII 

'16)  Pennocrucio  XII 

'\7)  Uxaconia  XII 

'l83  Virioconio  XI 

Id)  Banchorio  XXVI 

(20)  Dera  Colonia  X 
Fines  Flaviae  et    Se- 

cundsB 

(21)  Vans  XXX 

(22)  Conovio  XX 

(23)  S^^nUo  XXI  III 


XII I  Burnt  Walls  oflur  Dareotnr. 

XII  I  Near  Lilbonrn. 
Vim  I  High  Cross. 


XII 

XVI 

XII 

XII 

XI 

XXVI 

XV. 


XXVII 

XX 

XXIIII 


Manoeter. 

WaU. 

On  the  Penk. 

Red  Hill,  near  Oken/ato. 

Wroxeter. 

Probably  Banchor. 

Chester. 


Banks  of  the   Clwydd  neof 

Bodfiul. 
Caer  HAn. 
Caer   Segont,  near  C^aernaiw 

Yon. 


The  first  Iter  having  run  uniformly  on  the  traces  of  the  British  road 
called  Watling  Street  (except  the  small  distance  from  Southfleet  to  Lon- 
don), imd  the  road  remaining  tolerably  perfect,  there  can  be  little  difficulty 
in  fixing  the  sereral  stations,  or  indeed  in  correcting  the  sometimes  corrupted 
numbers  of  the  Itmerary.  It  begins  at  Richborough,  and,  although  at 
present  obscure  from  the  improved  cultivation  of  the  country,  may  be  easily 
traced  to  Canterbury,  from  whence  it  went  in  the  direction  of  the  present 
turnpike  to  Rochester,  leaving  the  intermediate  station  at  Stone  Chaple,  in 
Ospringe,  a  little  to  the  left  l^nd.  At  Rochester  it  passed  the  Medway, 
considerably  above  the  present  bridge,  and  instead  of  runnbg  to  the  right 
with  the  modem  turnpike,  it  went  as  straight  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
would  permit,  by  Cobham  Park,  and  Shinglewell,  to  Barkfields,  in  South- 
fleet  (the  station  Vagmacit  in  Antonine,)  then  to  Swanscombe  Parkiroo<l, 
through  which  it  passed,  and  rejoined  the  Dover  road  between  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  milestone,  near  Dartford  Brent.  Hence  it  went  by  Shooter's 
Hill  OTer  the  Thames  to  London ;  and  then  as  before  mentioned,  by  the 
site  of  Mr.  Napier's  house  at  Brockley  Hill,  Verulam,  Dunstable,  Fenny 
Stratford,  Towcester,  Burnt  Walls,*  near  Lilboume,  High  Cross,  Biance- 
ter,  Wall,  Okenyate,  to  Wroxeter.  Here,  quitting  the  south-west  branch 
of  the  Watling  Street,  it  bore  to  the  right  by  Uffington,  Broughton,  Over« 
ley.  Hammer,  and  Sam  Bridge  to  Banchor  ;  and  fh>ro  thence  ran  dearly 
by  Stockach  and  Aldford,  over  the  Dee  to  Chester. 

The  Roman  road  here  joining  the  North-east  Watling  Street,  before 

*  Burnt  Walls  was  the  Roman  poet  of  Itannavaria  ;  Borough  Hill,  oa 
the  hill  above  it,  was  the  great  British  fortification,  Bennavfnna, 
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mentioned,  continued  with  it  to  Bodfiiri,  and  croMing  Denbigfaahire,  went 
OTer  the  Conway  to  Caer  Hdn  ;  and  is  supposed  to  hare  run  as  straight  aa 
the  country  would  permit,  to  Caer  S^ont,  aboui  half  a  mile  south  of  Caer- 
narvon. 


Iter  II. 

(33)  A  Segontio  Virioconium  usque,  m.  p. 
LXXIII.sic:— 

Corrected 
numbers, 
XXV 
XXVII 
XVI 


XXV 
XXV 

XII 
XI 


Sites  of  the  Stations. 

From  Caer  Segont  to  Wrox- 
eter. 


Tommen  }rMur,in  Maentrwg. 
On  the  bank  of  the  Tanad. 
Rowton. 


XI  I  Wroxeter. 


(24)  Heriri  Monte 

(25)  Mediolano 

(26)  Rutunio 
(18)  Virioconio 

This  Iter  runs  on  a  branch  of  the  South-east  Watling  Street,  from  Caer 
Segont,  nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  present  road  to  Tommen  y  Mur>  an 
undoubted  station  in  the  parish  of  Maentrwg,  by  the  common  name  oi 
Sarn  Helen,  or  the  **  paved  way  of  the  Legion/*  From  hence  it  is  con- 
tinued to  Bala  ;  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Tanad,  not  finr  from  the  point 
where  it  is  intersected  by  the  Roman  road  from  Caersws  to  Chester,  was 
probably  the  lost  town  of  Medioianum,  From  Mediolanum  the  road  runs 
under  the  north  end  of  the  Brythen,  straight,  although  obscurelyy  to  Row- 
ton,  and  from  thence  over  the  SeTem  to  Wroxeter. 


Iter  III. 

(5)  A  Londinio  Lindum  coloniam  usque, 
sic  :— 

Corrected 
numbers, 
XII 
XVI 
XV 


(27) 
(28) 
(29) 
(30) 


Durosito 
Ciesaro  Mago 
Canonio 
Camaloduno 


(81) 


XII 
XVI 

xy 

Colonia 

VIUI 

Ibi      erat      templum 

Claudii,    arx     trium- 

phalis,  et  imago  Vic- 

toris  dece. 

Ad  Sturium  amnem  VI 

Et  finibus  Trinobantum 

Cenimannos  advenis 

Cambretonio  XV 

Site  Mago  XXII 

VenUCeiiom    XXIII 


I 


Villi 


VI 


Sites  of  the  Statiohs.. 
From  London  to  Lincoln. 


Near  Romford. 

Near  Chelmsford. 

On  the  east  of  Kelvedon. 

Colchester. 


Banks  of  the  StonSi 


Castor,  near  KorwkslL 
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(S5)  Camborico  ColoiLa  XX 

(86)  Dumlipontef  XX 

(S7)  Durno  Magrt        XX 


(38)  Inni8$ 

(39)  Lindojl 


XX 
XX 


XV 
XX 


XXV 

XXI 


North  side  of  the  Cam,  CSam- 

bridge. 
Gk>dinaiiche8ter. 
Castor. 

DurobriTit  was  ChestertoD 
on  the  Nen^  near  it. 
Ancaster. 
Lincoln. 


As  it  is  fifty-one  measured  miles  from  London  to  Colchester,  and  as  it 
ii  probable  that  the  stone  from  whence  the  Roman  miles  were  measured 
was  at  least  one  mile  west  of  Whitechapel  church,  we  cannot  allow  nny 
material  deviation  from  the  course  of  the  present  road,  except  in  iUe 
neighbourhood  of  the  capital,  where  the  Roman  road,  instead  of  passing 
through  Mile  End,  went  much  straighter  over  the  Lee  at  Old  Ford,  and 
fell  again  into  the  course  of  the  present  turnpike  at  Stratford.  The  Itine- 
rary allowing  only  iiftj-two  miles  between  London  and  Colchester,  and  the 
fifth  Iter  of  Antonine  agreeing  with  this  of  Richard,  by  stating  twenty- 
eight  as  the  distance  between  London  and  Cataromagus,  we  may  implicitly 
adopt  the  distances  here  given,  and  fix  the  intermediate  stations  near  Rum- 
ford,  Chelmsford,  and  Kelvedon.  From  Colchester  the  road  ran  to  th* 
Stour,  where  probably  stood  the  Mansio  ad  Ansam,  From  hence  to  Cas- 
tor, near  Norwich,  (the  Venta  Tcenarum,)  the  stations  and  course  of  the 
road  are  unknown.  Some  commentators  have  supposed  it  ran  westerly,  by 
Brettenham  and  Thetford  ;  others  by  Ipswich,  Stowmarket,  and  Scole 
In**. ;  and  others  have  carried  it  more  easterly,  by  Ipswich  and  Blvthburgh, 
or  Dunwich,  to  the  capital  of  the  Iceni  In  fiivour  of  the  first,  there  is 
merely  the  supposed  resemblance  of  the  name  of  Brettenham  to  CambrC' 
tfmium  ;  of  the  second,  traces  of  a  Roman  way,  called  the  Pye  Road  ;  and 
of  the  thirds  a  British  track-way,  and  another  Roman  road,  called  the 
Stone  Street.  But  the  distances  suit  none  of  these  sites,  and  no  Roman 
remains  have  any  where  been  found,  between  the  Stour  and  Castor,  sufR- 
cient  to  justify  an  alteration  of  the  numerals. 

leianis  may  have  been  Icklingham  ;  and  Camboricum  was  most  pro- 
bably at  Cambridge,  from  whence  there  is  a  Roman  road  discoverable  to 
Lincoln.  To  the  first  station,  Godmanchester,  this  Iter  goes  on  the  great 
communication  between  Colchester  and  Chester,  which  for  the  sake  of  dis- 
tinction may  be  called  the  Via  Devana;  and  from  Godmanchester  to  Lin- 
coln, on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Ermyn  Street,  which  was  adopted  by 
the  Romans.  Twenty  miles  from  Godmanchester,  we  find  the  great  station 
of  Chesterton,  on  one  side  of  the  Nen,  and  Castor  on  the  other ;  which 
probably  gave  rise  to  the  two  names  o(  Durobriva^  and  Dumomagu*^  the 
Roman  and  British  towna  severally  noticed  by  Antonine  and  Richard. 
About  twenty-five  miles  further,  in  the  course  of  the  road  which  cannot  be 
mistaken,  we  find  Ancaster,  the  lainnu,  CorisennU,  or  CausennU  of  the 
Itineraries,  from  whence  twenty-one  additional  miles  bring  us  to  Lincoln. 

*  Idanii  XXVIIL  Stukeley.  f  Durolisponte,  Iter  17. 

%  Iter  17,  XXX.  «  Corisctmls  XXX.  Iter  17. 

B  Iter  17,  XXX. 
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Iter  IV. 

(39)  A  Lindo  ad  Vallum  usque,  sic : 

Corrected 


(40)  ArgoUco  XII 11 

(41)  Dano  XX 
Ibi  intras  Maximam 
Csesarieusem 

(42^  Legotio  •       m  p.  XVI 

(43)  Eburaco  Municip.  olim 
Colonia  Sexta  t    XXI 

(44)  Isurio  XVI 

(45)  Cattanctoni  t  XXIIIl 

46)  Ad  Tisam  X 

47)  Vinovio  XII 
;48)Epiaco            XVI 11  ^ 

(49)  Ad  Mumm       Villi  S 
trans     Murum     intras 
Valentiam 

(50)  Alauna  amne        XXV 

(51)  Tueda  flumine      XXX 
52)  Ad  Vallum 


Numbert, 
XIIII 
XXI 


XVI 

XXI 

XVII 

XXIIIl 

XII 

X 

XTIll 

vim 


XXV 

XXXV 


I     S.  rss  OP  ni  Statiom. 

From  Lincoln  to  the  Walt 


Littleborough. 
Doncaster. 


Castleford. 

York. 

Aldborough. 

Catterick. 

Pierce  Bridge. 

Binchester. 

Lanchester. 

Halton  Chester  on  the  Wa?* 


Banks  of  the  Coquet. 
Banks  of  the  Tweed. 
The  Wall. 


The  fourth  Iter  left  Lincoln  with  the  Elastem  Ermyn  Street,  which  mn 
to  the  Humber ;  and,  aAer  continuinf^  on  it  about  five  miles,  turned  sud- 
denly to  the  left,  pursuing  its  course  in  a  straight  line  to  the  Trent,  which 
it  passed  immediately  opposite  to  the  station  of  Littleborough.  The  Ro- 
man road  may  be  traced  from  hence  to  Austerfield  and  Doncaster,  where 
it  fell  in  with  the  Western  Ermyn  Street,  and  is  visible  all  the  way  by 
Castleford,  Aberford,  and  Tadcaster,  to  York.  In  this  Iter,  the  station  of 
Tadcaster  is  passed  unnoticed,  as  in  the  former  the  station  of  Brig  Cas- 
terton,  near  Stamford. 

From  York  the  Iter  is  continued  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Ouse,  till  it 
crossed  the  river  to  Aldborough.  From  hence  rejoining  the  Western 
Ermyn  Street,  it  passed  the  Eure,  and  ran  straight  through  Catterick  to  the 
Tees,  which  it  crossed  at  Piercebridge.  It  continued  by  the  Royal  Oak, 
SL  Andrew  Aukland,  and  the  Bishop's  Park,  to  Binchester,  where,  afWr 
fording  the  Were,  it  went  with  the  North  Watling  Street  to  Lanchester  ; 
and,  without  noticing  either  Ebchester  or  Corbridge,  over  the  Tyne  to  Hal • 
ton  Chester  on  the  Wall.  Here  separating  from  the  North  Watling  Street, 
H  ran  with  the  £rm3m  Street,  now  known  in  Northumlicrland  by  the  name 
of  the  Devil's  Causeway,  to  the  bank  of  the  Coquet  and  the  Tweed,  and 
OBttring  Scotland  on  the  East,  was  continued  to  the  wail  of  Antonine. 


•  L^lio^  Iter  18.      f  Iter  5  and  8,  Eburaco.      %  CataractoM  XU 
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(52) 


Itbr  V. 

A  liinite  Fkstaxiam  mque,  sSc : — 

Chrreeled 


I 


Curia*  * 
Ad  fines 
Breinenio . 
Contoplio 
Yindomoni 
Vindovio  t 
GattaTactoni 


48^  Eboraoo 
58)  Derrentione 


(59)  DelgoTida 

(60)  Pneturio 


XX 

Villi 

XVIIII 

XXII 

XL 
VII 

tXIII 
I XXV 


Numberi, 


VII 

XXV 

Villi 

XVIIII 

XXII 

XL 
VII 


xxxvni 


SiTBt  Of  rmm  Statioiis. 
To  Flamboroogh  Head. 


Chew  Green. 

RiecheBter. 

Corbridge. 

Ebchester. 

Bincheiteiw 

Catterick. 

York. 

On  the  Denreni,  near  Stam- 
ford Bridge. 
•        •        •        •        • 

Near  Flamborough  Head. 


In  regard  to  the  part  of  the  country  tiETened  by  this  Iter,  there  appears 
to  have  been  so  little  connection  between  the  work  of  our  author  ana  the 
map  which  accompanies  it,  that  we  can  rely  little  on  the  latter  either  to 
assist  or  correct  us.  This  Iter  is  made  to  b^gin  from  Cwnoy  a  town  pro- 
bably on  the  confines  of  some  petty  kingdom,  and  to  pass  to  the  first  certain 
post  of  Bremenium,  or  Riechester.  Now,  on  referring  to  the  map,  Curto, 
the  principal  town  of  the  Gadeni,  so  far  from  lying  on  the  road  which  leads 
to  Bremenium,  the  capital  of  the  Ottadini,  is  considerablT  to  the  westward 
of  its  course.  From  this  disagreement,  commentators  haTO  suspected  a 
mistake  of  the  transcriber,  and  unagine  that  Ouria  is  intended  for  Oorium, 
It  is  certam,  at  least,  that  this  Iter,  running  on  the  east  side  of  the  island, 
on  the  track  of  the  Northern  Watling  Street,  enters  Northumberland  at 
Chew  Green,  goes  from  thence  to  Riechester  (lenring  unnoticed  the  station 
at  Risingham),  and  runs  with  it  to  Corbridge,  Ebchester,  Binchester,  Catte- 
rick, and  York. 

From  York  to  Flamborough  Head,  a  Roman  road  may  still  be  traced  ; 
and  as  the  distance  agrees  with  the  Itinerary,  and  there  must  have  been  a 
Roman  post  on  or  near  that  headland,  we  should  think  it  more  probable 
that  this  was  the  site  of  Pr0/ttrtt<fii,§  althou^  we  have  not  yet  discovered 
the  remains  of  any  post  on  the  Derwent,  or  the  intermediate  station  of 
Delfftnncia,  So  many  Roman  roads  from  different  quarters  point  towards 
Stamford  bridge,  that  there  is  no  doubt  the  station  of  DervenHo 
it. 


•  Probably  Corium,  Stvkeky. 

t  Vinovio,  Iter  4.  %  XXXVIII. 

f  This  Prmtufimn  and  the  Pratorium  of  Antonine  most  be  carelbny 
distinguished  from  the  Petuaria,  mentioned  by  our  author  in  the  j  7th  Iti^ 
Ibr  /Vlttoria  was  eertainly  at  Brough  on  the  Hmnber. 
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taOBABSy  09  OIBBBrOESTKH. 
Iter  YI.  Sites  of  tsi  SiATX0t% 


(45)  Ab  Ebonco  Devam  viBcpB,  nc  :— 

Oorreeied 
Numberi, 
Villi 
XXXII 
XXIII 


(61) 


Calcaria  m.  p.  YIIII 
Camboduno  XXII 
Mancunio  •  XVIII 
FinibuB  Maxima  et  Fla- 
XVIII 
XVIII 
XVIII 


Tiaa 

Condate* 

Deya 


VI 

XXIII 
XVIII 


From  York  to  Ch«lcr. 


Tadcaster. 

Slack. 

Mancbester. 

Stretford  on  Meney. 

Kindeiton. 

Cbeater. 


Such  appean  to  be  the  incorrectneM  of  tbe  nmnerals  attached  to  thia 
Iter,  at  well  aa  to  the  ooReiponding  Iter  of  ^tonine,  that,  although  four 
of  the  ax  stationa  are  well  known,  and  a  fifth  can  scarcely  be  m^taken, 
yet,  we  can  in  no  other  way  obviate  Uie  difficulty  than  by  suppoeing  a  station 
omitted,  or  by  altering  the  nmnerals,  none  of  which,  except  the  first,  asree 
with  the  distances  between  the  vestiges  of  the  difierent  stations  and  their 
supposed  sites ;  for  example,  in  the  first  part  between  York  and  Manches- 
ter, where  the  Itineraiy  gives  only  49  miles,  the  nearest  road  through 
Heathersfield  amounts  to  65. 

As  the  only  great  and  undoubted  Roman  station  between  Tadcaster  and 
Manchester  is  at  Slack  (for  the  camps  at  Kirklees,  and  Castleshaw,  are 
only  temporary  posts),  it  will  perhaps  be  justifiable  to  fix  this  point  as  the 
site  of  dmbodunum ;  to  suppose  ten  mUes  omitted  in  this  stage ;  and  in 
the  next  to  conjecturo  that,  by  a  oonunon  error  in  copying  tne  Roman 
numerals,  XVIII.  has  been  substituted  for  XXIII.  the  exact  distance  from 
Slack  to  Manchester. 

As  the  Mersey  was  undoubtedly  the  boundary  on  the  West  between  the 
Roman  provinces  of  Maxima  and  Flavia,  and  as  the  Roman  road  still 
existing  crossed  it  at  Stretford,  we  fix  the  next  point  then^  and  change  the 
number  XVII.  to  VI.  The  two  next  stations  of  Condate  and  Deva^  the 
numerals  (with  a  slight  alteration)  permit  us  to  fix  at  Kinderton  and 
Chester.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  with  these  alterations  the  siun  total 
of  the  numerals  remains  nearly  the  same. 


(66) 


Iter  YII. 

A  Portu  Sistuntiorum  Eboracom  vrnqatt, 
me: — 

Correeimi 

Numhert, 

XIII 

XXIII 

X 

XYIIl 

XYII 


Reiigoido  XXIII 

Ad  Alpei  Peninoa  YIII 
Alicana  X 

Isurio  t  XYIII 

Eboraeo  XYI 


Sites  of  the  STATiona. 
From  FrecUeton  to  York. 


Ribchester. 

Bnrrens  in  Broughtos. 

llkley. 

Aldborough. 

YoA. 


Iter  10, 


XXIII.         t  Shtkiie^,  XVIIU 
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Hut  Iter  niBB  from  Freckleton  on  the  Ribble  to  Ribcheiter,  and  thee 
orer  the  mountains  to  Broughton^  Ilkley,  Aldborough  and  York.  As  the 
Roman  road  is  tolerably  perfect  all  the  way  to  Aldboroogh,  and  the  ves- 
tiges of  the  stations  are  midoabted,  we  are  justified  in  the  alteration  of  the 
fust  two  numbers,  as  by  this  alteration  they  will  correspond  with  the  pre- 
sent distances  and  the  situations  of  the  posts. 


Iter  VIII. 

(43)  Ah  Eboraco  Luguvalium  usque,  sic  : — 

Corrected 

Numbers, 

XL 

XVIII 

XIIII 

XIII 


(45) 
(70) 
(71) 
(72) 


Cattaiactonl  XL 

Utaris  •  XVI 

Vataris  f  XVI 

Brocayonacis  t  XVIII 

(Brovonads) 

Vorreda  XVIII 

LugubaHa  $  XVIII 


XTIII 
XIII 


Sites  op  the  Stations. 
From  York  to  Carlisle. 


Catterick. 
Bowes. 
Brough. 
Kirby  Thur. 

Plumpton  WaJL 
Carlisle. 


The  road  from  York  to  Catterick  has  been  traced  before,  and  the  Roman 
way  from  thence  to  Carlisle  ran  nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  present  turn- 
pike. The  only  doubt  which  occurs,  therefore,  in  this  Iter,  is  whether, 
nom  a  similarity  of  sound,  the  transcriber  of  Richard  has  not  erroneously 
written  Brocayonacis  for  Broyonacis,  which  are  two  neighbouring  posts  in 
this  direction,  the  first  Brougham,  and  the  second  Kirby  Thur.  As  the 
conjecture  is  not  improbable,  the  corrected  distance  is  given  from  the 
latter. 

It  is  worthy  of  obeenration  that  in  this  Iter  four  successive  V's  have 
been  added  by  mistake  of  the  transcriber,  as  is  the  case  in  regard  to  the 
X's  omitted  in  the  third  Iter. 


Iter  IX. 
(74)  A    Luguballio    PtorotoMn    usque, 


sic  :— 


!75)  Trimontio      m.  p. 
76)  Gadanica 
(77)  Corio 
(62)  Ad  Vallum 

Indpit  Vespadana  .' 

(7»)  Alamui  XII  | 


Corrected 
Number*, 


Sites  of  the  Stations. 

From  Carlisle  to  Burgh 
Head. 


Birrenswork  Hill. 


Camelon. 
XIII  t  Kier 


•  Lataris.  XVII.  Stuk.  f  XVI.  Stuk.  X  XX.  Siuk 

§  Iter  10  inrerted,  Brocayonacis — Lngvyallia)  XXII. 
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BIGHABD  or  OIBBROKSTBB. 


(79)  Lindo  Villi 

(80;  Victoria  Villi 

(81)  Ad  Hiemam        Villi 

(82)  Onrea  XIIII 

(83)  Ad  Taymn  XVIIII 

(84)  Ad  iEucam  XXIII 

(85)  Ad  Tinam  VIII 

(86)  Devana  XXIII 

(87)  Ad  Itunam  XXIIII 

(88)  Ad  Montem  Gnunpiuin 

(89)  Ad  Selinam 

(90)  Tueans  XVIIII 

(91)  Ptorotone  t 


vmi 

VIIII 

vim 

XIIII 

XVIIII 

XXIII 

VIII 

XXIII 

XXVI 

XIII 

X 

XVII 

XVII 


Axdoch. 

Deal^Ilow* 

Stra^th. 

On  the  Taj  above  Perth. 

Near  Inv^gowrie. 

Brechin  on  South  Eak. 

Fordun. 

Nonnan  Dikea   near    Pete 

Culter. 
Glenmailin  on  the  Ithan. 
Near  Knock  HiU. 
On  the  Cullen  near  Deakford. 
On  the  Spey  near  BeUie. 
Buigh  Head. 


Innumerable  difficulties  occur  on  OTery  side  in  endeavouring  to  explain 
this  Iter.  There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  TrimonHmm  of  this 
Iter  was  Birrenswork  Hill,  and  that  the  road  ran  ^m  thoice  along  the 
western  side  of  the  island  as  it  is  traced  in  the  map  of  Richard.  Camelon 
is  allowed  by  all  antiquaries  to  be  the  Ad  Vattum:  but  it  is  impossible  to 
draw  the  line  between  these  two  pomts;  for  although  General  Roy  has 
mentioned  a  road  from  Carlisle  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Eildon  Hills,  and 
another  on  the  western  beyond  Cleghom  to  Castle  Cary,  there  is  little 
authority  for  the  existence  of  either.  L3mekirk  has  every  appearance  of  a 
station,  lay  vrithin  the  territories  of  the  Gradeni^and  would  suit  the  situation 
assigned  to  Oadanioa,  but  no  road  has  hitherto  been  discovered  leading  to 
or  from  it  If  the  western  trended  at  Biggar  as  much  to  the  east,  as  that 
part  which  remains  in  the  direction  of  Glasgow  does  to  the  west,  it  would 
have  passed  Borthwich  Castle  or  the  Gore,  which  Roy  supposes  was  the 
Corium,  A^imitting  the  identity  of  this  station  would  clear  up  the  whole 
of  this  Iter  to  the  Wall.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  sites  of  Linduim^ 
Victoria^  and  Ad  Hiemam  were  at  Ardoch,  Dealgin  Ross,  and  Stragetb. 

Notirithstanding  the  difficulties  which  occur  in  tracing  this  Iter  fixmi 
Carlisle  to  the  Wall,  yet  from  thence  to  the  Tay  the  direction  of  the  road, 
and  the  situation  of  tlie  stations  as  fixed  by  General  Roy  agree  so  perfectly 
with  the  Idneranr,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  he  has  ascertained  their  real 
position.  But  although  he  discovered  a  road  north  of  the  Tay,  yet,  as  he 
found  no  vestiges  of  stations,  Mr.  Chalmers  seems  to  have  beoi  more 
successful  in  &ang  the  posts  between  that  river  and  Pioroton, 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  road  was  ever  completed:  however,  from 
Orrea  on  the  Tay,  a  little  above  Perth,  he  observes,  that  the  communication 
ran  through  the  passage  of  the  Sidlaw  Hills,  and  along  the  Carse  of  Gowrie 
to  the  north  end  of  the  estuary  of  the  Tay  near  Dundee;  two  miles  west 
of  which  place,  and  half  a  mile  north  of  Invergowrie,  are  the  remains  of  a 
Roman  camp  about  two  hundred  yards  M{uare,  fortified  vrith  a  high 
rampart  and  spacious  ditch.  Here  he  places  Ad  Tavum.  Proceeding 
hence  north-easterlr  through  the  natural  opening  of  the  country,  ana 
passing  in  the  way  the  camp  at  Harefiiulds,  at  the  distance  of  twenty-three 
miles  IS  Brechin  on  the  South  Esk,  the  station  Ad  JBticam,  exactly  in  the 
line  laid  down  in  Richard's  map,  and  it  the  distance  given  in  the  Itinerary. 
C<tntinuing  from  the  South  Esk  in  a  .lorth-north-easteriy  direction,  at  the 
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diflUiice  of  five  miles  and  a  half,  we  reach  the  Nordi  Esk,  the  suppcMcd 
Ad  Tinam,  We  pass  that  river  at  King's  Ford,  and  proceeding  up  the 
valley  of  Lutherwater,  at  the  distance  of  eight  miles  and  a  half  find 
Fordun,  where  there  are  the  remains  of  two  Roman  camps.  Frcmi  thence 
proceeding  seventeen  miles,  to  the  well  known  camp  at  Raedikes,  and 
continuing  in  a  northerly  direction  six  miles  beyond,  is  the  rectangular 
camp  on  the  Dee  at  Peter  Chilter,  called  Norman  Dikes,  the  Devana  of 
the  Iter.  This  point  is  exactly  thirty-one  miles  from  Brechin  on  the  South 
Esk,  agrees  with  the  aggregate  distances  in  the  Itinerary  Ad  Tinam  VIII, 
and  Jd  Devanam  XXIII,  and  corresponds  with  the  track  delineated  on 
Richard's  map. 

The  obvious  openings  through  this  rugged  country  point  out  the  way  by 
which  the  Romans  must  have  penetrated  northerly  by  the  right  of  Achlea 
Fiddy  and  Kinmundy,  to  Kintore  on  the  Don.  They  followed  the  Strath 
to  the  ford  where  the  high  road  has  alwajrs  passed  to  Inverurie,  and 
proceeded  north-north-west  through  the  moorlands,  to  the  sources  of  the 
I  than,  and  the  camp  at  GlenmaiUn,  the  Ituna  of  Richard,  a  distance  of 
twenty-six  miles.  From  thence  proceedmg  northward,  across  the  Doverna 
at  Achengoul,  where  are  still  considerable  remains  of  military  works;  and 
nt  the  diilance  of  thirteen  miles,  we  reach  the  high  ground  north  of  Foggy 
lone,  at  the  east  side  of  Knock  Hill,  the  Mons  Grampiut  of  the  Iter. 

Hence  the  road  runs  to  Ad  Selinamy  which  is  supposed  to  be  on  the 
CuUen,  near  the  old  Tower  of  Deskford,  at  the  distance  of  ten  miles. 
Following  the  course  of  the  river,  and  the  coast  of  tlie  Murray  Frith, 
seventeen  miles,  we  arrive  at  the  Roman  post  of  Tuestis,  on  the  high  bank 
of  the  Spey,  below  the  church  of  Bellie.  Seventeen  miles  furthei  is 
Burgh  Head,  the  Ptorotone  of  Richard. 


Iter  X. 

(91)  Ab    ultima  Ptorotone  per  mediam 
insulte  Isca  Damnonorum  usque,  sic  : — 

Corrected 


(92)  Varis»m.  p.  VIII 

(93)  Ad  Tuessim       XVIII 

(94)  Tamea  XXVIIU 
(95) XXI 

(96)  In  Medio  Villi 
(B2)  Orrea  Villi 
(80)  Victoria  XVIII 
(52)  Ad  Vallumf  XXXII 
(/4)  Luguballia         LXXX 

(97)  Brocavonads       XXII 


Numbers, 

1i 

i  s 


Sites  op  the  Statioms. 
From  Burgh  Head  through 


the  middle 
to  Exeter. 


of  the  island 


Fores 

Crorodall  on  Spey 
Bn^nmar  Castle 
Barm  Castle  on  Ha 
Inchstuthill 
Bertha  on  Tay 
Dealgin  Ross 
Camelon 
Curiisle 


Vim 

XX 
XXX 
XXX 

XII 

Vim 
xxini 

XXXII 
CXVlllI 


XXII    Brougham. 


Villi.  Stukeley. 


t  XXX  Iter  9. 
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mOHABD  OF  OtBENOBSTSSi 


(98  Ad  Alaunam  .  .  .  . 

(99)  Ck>ccio  .  .  .  . 

(63)  Mancunio  XVIII 

(65)  Condate  XXIII 

(100)  Mediolano  XVIII 

(15;  Etoceto  .  .  .  . 


(101)  SaUnisnup. 


•  •  •  • 


XXXXVII 

Lancaiter. 

XXXVI 

Blackrod0. 

XVIII 

ManchestflT. 

XXIII 

Kinderton. 

XVI 

Chetterton. 

XXXV 

WalL 

XXII 

Droitwich. 

XXXIIII 

Gloacester. 

XVIII 

Cirencester. 

XXX 

Bath. 

XX 

Probably  Wells. 

XXI 

Probably  Bridgewaus 

XXXXV 

Exeter. 

(102)  Glebon  Colon,  m.  p. 
(103i  Corino  XIIII 

(104)  Aquas  Soils  m.  p.    .  . 

(105)  Ad  Aquas        XVIII 

(106)  Ad   Uxellam  smnem 
m.  p.  •  •  .  • 

(107)  Iscain.  p.  ... 

The  first  part  of  this  Iter  is  taken  from  General  Roy  ;  and  as  we  !»▼• 
none  of  the  intermediate  stations  between  Carlisle  and  the  Wall,  every 
commentator  may  choose  what  route  he  pleases,  although  none  wiU 
coincide  with  the  distances  of  the  Itinerary.  From  Carlisle,  if  we  place 
any  reliance  on  the  numbers,  the  next  station,  Brocawmavis,  can  only  be 
fixed  at  Brougham.  Thence  the  road  to  the  banks  of  the  Lune,  as  well  as 
the  station  on  it,  is  uncertain ;  for,  whether  we  choose  Overboroogh  or  Lan- 
caster, we  know  of  no  road  to  direct  us  ;  and  the  only  reason  for  preferring 
the  latter  is  the  supposed  site  of  the  next  station,  Coecium,  atBIackrode, 
and  the  course  of  the  road  throughLancaster,  tending  more  immediately  to 
that  point,  than  the  road  through  OTerboroogh.  The  two  next  stations, 
Mtmeunium  and  Condate^  as  well  as  the  connecting  line  of  road,  are  well 
known.  From  Kinderton,  although  there  is  a  Roman  way  pointing  to 
Chesterton  in  Staffordshire,  the  Me^&olanvm  of  this  Iter,  and  the  site  o(f 
Etooetum  is  undoubtedly  Wall,  yet  we  speak  with  hesitation  of  the  line  ol 
communication  betwixt  them  ;  though  we  presume  it  ran  through  New- 
castle, Stone,  and  Ridgeley.  From  Wall,  which  is  on  the  Watling  Street, 
the  Iter  continues  along  the  Ryknield  Street,  through  Sutton  Colfield  Park, 
to  Birmingham.  There  fiilling  in  with  the  first  Salt- Way,  it  proceeds  to 
Droitwich,  and  is  continued  by  the  Western  Road,  through  Worcester  to 
Gloucester.  Here,  turning  nearly  at  a  right  angle,  it  passes  \*y  the  well 
known  Roman  road  over  Birdlip  Hill  to  Cirencester ;  and  tretiding  to  the 
right,  proceeds  by  the  Foss  to  AgtuB  SoUs  or  Bath.  Quitting  the  Fn«,  and 
still  bearing  to  the  right,  it  continues  along  the  lower  road  to  Wells,  and 
from  thence  to  UteeUa,  which  was  probably  at  Bridgewater.  From  tht 
banks  of  the  Parret  it  ran  in  the  track  of  the  British  Way,  and  the  pv^ 
•sot  turnpike  by  Taunton,  Wellington,  and  Collumpton,  to  Exeter. 
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Itee  XI. 

(104)  Ab  Aqui^  per  Yiam  Juliam,  Mena- 
piam  usque^  sic  :— 

(hrreeted 
Numben. 

(108)  Ad  Abonam  m.  p.  Vl  VI 

(109)  Ad  Sabrinam         VI  Villi 
Undo    Trajectu*   in- 

tras   in    Britanniam 
Secundam 

(110)  £t  Stationem  Trajeo- 

tumf  III 

(111)  VentoSilurum  JVIII 

(112)  IscaCoIonia      Villi 
Unde      fuit      Aaron 

Martyr. 

(113)  TihiaAmnc§      VIII 


(114) 
(115) 
(116) 


(117) 
(118) 


Borio 
Nido 
Leucaro 
(Muridunom 


XX 

XV 
XV 

omit 
XX) 

Ad  Vigesimum     XX 

Ad  Menapiam  X  Villi 

Ab  hacorbe  per  ni.  p. 

XXX 

l^atigas  in  Hjrberniam. 


Ill 
Villi 
Villi 


XV 

XX 

XX 

X 

XX 
XX 

XVIII 


bixai  ov  nn  diAiioioL 

From   Batb  bgr  the  Julian 
Way  to  St.  DaTid's 


Bitton. 
Sea  MilU* 


Seyem  Side, 

Caerwent. 

Caerleon. 


Banks  of  the  Tanf,  posdbly 

Caireu  or  Caerdiff. 
In  Evennjr  Park. 
Near  Neath. 
Perhaps  Lwghor. 

Caermarthen. 
Castel  Flemish. I 
Near  St.  David's. 


As  the  course  of  the  Roman  road  connecting  the  stations  of  this  Iter 
is  still  discernible,  we  do  not  hesitate  in  correcting  the  imperfections  of 
Richard  by  the  corresponding  Iter  of  Antonine.  At  Bitton,  six  miles  from 
Bath,  we  find  marks  of  a  post  attended  with  hifim/i,  which  whether  called 
Abone  or  Trajeettu%  is  of  little  importance,  because,  like  the  next,  Sea 
Mills,  it  will  suit  either  appellation,  from  i*8  position  on  the  Avon,  and 
commanding  a  passage  over  that  river.  From  Bitton  the  Roman  way  ran 
nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  present  turnpike,  north  of  the  river  as  fiir  as 
St.  George's  church  ;  thence  it  proceeded  straight  near  St.  Paul's  ;  ascended 


*  Statto  Trajectus.  Cbmm.  f  Ad  Sabrinam.  Comm. 

X  Villi.  Stukley,  $  Tibia  VII.  Stukle^. 

I  This  station  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Fenton  during  his  researches  for 
hb  History  of  Pembrokeshire.  It  lies  in  the  parish  of  Ambleston. 

%  We  prefer  the  name  of  A  bone  for  Sea  Mills,  because  it  bears  that 
name  in  old  deeds  ;  on  the  other  hand,  there  appears  to  be  no  instance  in 
which  the  name  of  Trajeeius  is  applied  to  a  town  unless  at  the  prissufe  oi 
driver. 
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the  Downs  behind  Mr.  Daubeney^s  hou»e  to  the  direction«po«t,  from  wbenot 
it  crossed  Durdham  Down,  and  skirted  Mrs.  Jackson's  park  wall  to  Sea 
Mills,  a  great  maritime  post  at  the  confluence  of  the  Trim  and  the  Avon. 
It  continued  by  Lord  De  CliflTord's  house  straight  to  the  Serem,  crossed  that 
river,  and  passed  by  Caldecot  Castle  through  Caerwent  and  Caerleon  to  the 
bank  of  the  Taaf  and  Evenny  Park,  which  last  place  Roman  remains  lead 
us  to  conjecture  was  the  site  of  Booium,  At  Neath  we  have  also  little 
hesitation  in  fixing  the  site  of  Ntdutf  because  a  road  from  the  Oaer  near 
Brecon  evidently  leads  to  the  same  spot. 

The  remainder  of  this  Iter  is  obscure.  Leuearo  has  been  fixed  at 
Lwghor,  prindpallj  from  the  resemblance  of  the  name.  From  thence  the 
road  may  have  run  to  Caermarthen  {Maridunitm),  which  appears  to  have 
been  omitted ;  and  was  probably  continued  as  straight  as  the  country  would 
permit  to  Gsstel  Flemish  and  St  David's,  where  we  would  place  the  stations 
Viffesimufn  and  Menapia** 


Itbr  XII. 
(104)  Ab  Aquis  Londinium  usque,  sic: — 

Corrected 
Numbers, 

(119)  Verlucionem.  p.  XV  XV 

(120)  CuneUone  XX  XV 

(121)  Spinis  XV  XX 

(122)  Calleva  Atrebatum 

XV 

(123)  Bibracte      /    XX 
(5)  Londinio  XX 


! 


Sites  of  the  Sranoita. 


XXXXIIII 


Highfield,  near  Sandy  Lane. 
Folly  Farm,  £.  of  Marlbo- 
rough. 
Spene. 

Silchester. 
London. 


As  the  traces  of  a  Roman  road  from  Bath  towards  Mailborough  are  still 
visible,  we  have  only  to  examine  in  what  points  of  its  course  remains  have 
been  found  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  determining  the  sites  of  the  different 
stations.  Accordingly,  at  fifteen  miles  from  Bath  we  have  Highfield,  in 
Sandy  Lane,  near  Ueddington  ;  and  at  fifteen  more  Folly  Farm,  near 
Marlborough.  From  hence  twenty  miles  bring  us  to  Spene ;  and  although 
at  this  place  few  remains  have  been  discovered,  yet  the  direction  of  another 
Roman  road,  from  Cirencester  to  the  same  point,  sufficiently  proves  the 
existence  of  a  station.    Of  the  site  of  Calieva  at  l^chesterf  there  can  be 


*  The  bishops  of  St.  David's  being  called  in  Latin  Menapienset  by  the 
earliest  of  our  ecdesiatical  writers,  is  an  argument  that  the  station  is  near 
the  present  town.  The  site  of  the  station  itself  was  probably  at  a  short 
distance  fW>m  the  modem  diy,  at  a  place  called  the  Burrows,  and  just 
above  a  fine  harbour  called  the  Forth  Mawr. 

t  Few  of  the  Roman  stations  have  been  fixed  at  so  many  different 
places  as  that  of  Oatteva  Atrebatum.  It  has  been  placed  at  Sildieiter, 
Henley,  Wnllingford, and  Beading,  by  difieient  antiquaries;  yet  in  bo 
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iRtie  doabt ;  attbough  the  coane  of  the  road  from  Spene  is  ancertain.  The 
road  from  Silchester,  still  known  by  the  name  of  the  DeWl's  Causeway,  as 
it  runs  over  Bagshot  Heath,  as  well  as  evident  traces  of  it  between  Staines 
and  London,  still  exist ;  but  the  intermediate  station  of  Bibraeie  is  doubt- 
fuL  If  the  numbers  in  this  Iter  be  correct,  we  cannot  deviate  from  the 
straight  line,  and  this  post  murt  be  placed  near  tbe  bill  at  Egham,  or 
tbe  bead  of  the  Virginia  Water. 


Iter  XIII. 

(112)  Ab  Isca  Uriconium  usque,  sic : — 

Corrected 


f 


I24)Bultro      m.  p.    VIII 
125)  Gobaniuo  XII 

(126)  Magna  XXIII 

(127)  Branogenio       XXIII 
(18)  Urioconio        XXVII 


Numberi, 

VIII 

XII 

XXIII 

XXIII 

XXVII 


Sites  of  the  Stations. 
From  Caerleon  to  Wroxetcf . 


Usk. 

Abergavenny. 

Kentdieiter. 

Lentwardine. 

Wroxeter. 


Tbe  beginning  of  tbis  Iter  cannot  be  traced,  notwithstanding  two  out  of 
tbe  three  stations  are  well  known  ;  and  we  have  little  doubt  that  Baltrum 
or  Burrium  was  at  Usk  (though  no  Roman  remains  have  been  found  there), 
became  the  distance  given  from  Caerleon  to  Oobannium  or  Abeigavenny 
will  not  admit  of  anf  deviation  from  the  straight  line.  From  Abeigavenny, 
after  passing  the  Monnow,  the  Roman  road  still  exists,  particularly  near 
Biadley,  pointing  to  Kentchester,  and  from  thence  may  be  traced  by  the 
next  post  of  Lentwardine  on  the  Teme,  to  Wroxeter. 


doubtful  case  do  more  testimonies  concur  to  ascertain  the  site.  It  was 
evidently  a  station  of  importance,  because  it  appears  as  a  central  point,  to 
which  the  roads  traversed  by  three  different  Iters  of  Antonine  (the  13th, 
14th,  and  16th,)  converge.  It  was  the  capital  of  the  Atrebates  ;  situated 
at  known  distances  from  London,  Winchester,  Bath,  Spene,  and  Caerleon  ; 
and  at  a  doubtful  one,  though  easily  supplied,  from  Cirencester  and  Old 
Sarum.  These  circumstances  cannot  by  any  expedient  be  brought  to  coin- 
cide, either  with  Henley,  Wallingford,  or  Reading ;  but  all  agree  in  regard 
to  Silchester.  Its  distance  nearly  accords  with  the  Itinerary  distance  of 
Calleva  from  Loudon,  Bath,  Spene,  Winchester,  and  Caerleon,  and,  if  a 
•tatino  (which  is  evidently  lost)  in  the  Iter  of  Antonine  be  supplied,  with 
that  ftom  Cirencester.  The  present  remains  are  those  of  a  great  Roman 
town  ;  it  is  situated  in  the  district  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Atrebates  ; 
and  in  every  diieetion  traces  of  Roman  roads  converging  to  this  point  still 
plainly  exMt,  firom  London,  Spene,  Winchester,  Old  ^rum,  Bath,  and 
Gil 
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(112) 


(124) 
(128) 
(129) 
(102) 
(130) 
(131) 
(121) 

(13) 
(133) 
(134) 
(136) 
(136) 
'137) 

(39) 


in*  p. 


Iter  XIV. 

Ab  iBca,  per  Glebon^  Lindimix  tuque, 
aic : — 

Corrected 
Numbera, 
VIII 

XII  XIII 

XI  XII 

XV  XV 

XV  XX 

XV  XV 

XVIIII 

XII  XXI 

XII  XII 

XII  XII 

Xil  XII 

XII  VII 
VII 

XII  XII 


BalUo^ 
Blettio 
Sariconio 
Glebon  Colonia 
Ad  Antonam 
Alaiina 


Vennonis 

Riitiscorion 

Venromento 

Margiduno 

Ad  Pontem 

Crococolana 

Lindum 


Sites  of  tab  Stations. 

From  CaerleoD,  by  Gloaces- 
ter,  to  Lincoln. 


Usk. 

Moninoutb. 

Rose  or  Berry  Hill  in  Weston. 
Gloucester. 
On  tbe  Avon. 
Alcester  on  the  Aln. 
Camp  at  Chesterton  on  the 
Foss,  near  Harwood's  bouse. 
High  Cross 
Leicester. 
Willoughhy. 
East  liridgeford. 
Near  Thorpe  turnpike. 
Brough. 
Lincoln. 


This  Iter  nui,  like  the  fumier,  from  Caerleon  to  Usk,  where  bending  to 
the  right  it  traversed  the  country  to  Monmouth.  From  hence,  although  we 
cannot  trace  the  exact  line  of  the  road,  yet  we  hare  no  doubt  that  it  crossed 
the  Wye  to  the  next  station  at  Berry  Hill,  in  Weston,  under  Penyard ; 
and  continued  nearly  in  a  direct  line  to  Gloucester.  As  the  author  has 
only  left  the  name  of  a  river  for  the  next  station,  it  must  be  placed  in  such 
a  situation  on  the  Avon  as  to  admit  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles  from  the 
next  station  of  Alcester,  which  was  the  site  of  Alauna,  This  would  carry 
it  to  the  westward  of  Evesham.  From  Alcester,  likewise,  till  we  reach  the 
Foss,  we  have  neither  a  road  nor  distance,  nor  even  the  name  of  a  station. 
For  this  reason  we  deem  ourselves  justified  in  considering  the  undoubted 
Roman  camp  at  Chesterton  on  the  Foss,  as  the  post  omitted  by  our  autl.or, 
and  from  thence  we  proceed  on  that  known  militar}  #ay  to  the  cirtam 
stations  of  High  Cross,  Leicester,  Willoughby,  Brdgeford,  Brough,  and 
Lincoln. 


Iter  XV. 

(5)  A  Londinio,  per  Clnusentum,  in  Lon- 
dinium  usque,  sic  :— 

I     CorreeUd 
Nitmbera, 
(122)Calebam.p.  XL1III  XLIIII 

(188)  Vindomi  XV  XV 

ri39)  VenU  Belgarum  XXI  XXI 


Sites  ov  the  Stations. 

From  London,  tbrousih  Bi^ 
tern^  again  to  Londmi. 


Silchester. 
Near  St  Mary 
Winche^Tfc 


•  Bultro,  Iter  13 
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(140)  Ad  Lapidem  VI 

(UnClamento  IIII 

(142)  Portu  Magno  X 

(143)  Regno  X 

(144)  Ad  Decimum  X 

(145)  AnderiUa  Portu    .  .  . 
(146)AdLemanum     XXV 

il47)  Lemaniano  Portu     X 
148)  Dubris  X 

( 1 )  Rhutupis  Colonia     X 
(149)  Regulbio  X 

(2)  ContiopoH  X 
(3)Durelevo           XVIII 

(150)Mado  XII 

(151)Vagnaca  XVIII 

(152)  Novio  Mago      XVIII 

(5)  Londinio  XV 


vr 

IIII 

XV 

XV 

X 

•XLV 

XXV 

XX 

X 

XV 

vim 

X 

XII 
XVIII 

vim 

XV 
XV 


Stoneham. 

Bittern,  near  Southampfam* 

Portchester. 

Chichester. 

On  the  Arun. 

Pevensey. 

On  the  Rothcr. 

Lymne. 

Dover. 

Richborough. 

Reculver. 

Canterbury. 

Stone  Chaple  in  Ospringe. 

On  the  bank  of  the  Med  way  • 

Bark  Bel  (Is  in  South  fleet. 

Hoiwood  Hill. 

London. 


This  Iter  leads  from  London  to  the  south-west  part  of  Hampshire,  and 
from  thence,  skirting  the  Sussex  and  Kentish  coasts,  back  to  the  capital. 

At  the  first  step  the  author  gives  forty-four  miles  as  the  distance  between 
London  and  Silchester,  instead  of  forty,  as  in  the  twelfth  Iter ;  hence  we 
may  deviates  little  in  settling  the  site  of  Bibracie  or  Ad  Pontes.  Of  the 
next  station  we  can  merely  offer  a  conjecture.  As  the  countiy  of  the  At- 
rebates  and  their  capital,  Calleva  or  Silchester,  is  by  our  author  described 
as  lying  near  the  Thames,  in  distinction  from  that  of  the  Segontiaci,t  whose 
ctipital,  Vifulomis,  was  further  distant  from  that  river,  and  nearer  the  Ken- 
net,  one  point  only  appears  to  suit  the  distances,  which  bears  the  proper 
relation  to  the  neighbouring  stations,  and  at  the  same  time  falls  at  the  inter- 
section of  two  known  Roman  roads.  This  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
Mary  Bourne,  and  affords  reason  for  considering  Egbury  Camp,  or  some 
spot  near  it,  as  the  capital  of  the  Segontiaci.  For  by  following'  the  Roman 
road  called  the  Portway  from  Silchester,  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles  is 
the  rivulet  near  St  Mary  Bourne,  and  not  far  from  it,  the  point  where  the 
Portway  is  intersected  by  the  Roman  road  from  Winchester  to  Cirencester ; 
and  proceeding  along  tliit  last  we  have  another  distance  of  twenty-one 
miles  to  Winchester.  The  road  from  Winchester  by  Otterboume  to  Stone- 
ham,  and  thence  by  the  Green  Lane  to  Bittern,  is  well  known,  and  the 
distance  sufficiently  exact.  But  fit>m  thence,  although  traces  of  the  road 
are  occasionally  dvcoTerable  on  Ridgway,  and  to  the  north  of  Bursledon 
Hill,  pointing  towards  Fareham  and  Portchester,  yet  the  latter  part  is  almost 
totally  unknown  or  lost  From  Portchester  it  ran  m  the  track  of  the  pre- 
sent turnpike  to  Chichester ;  and  over  the  Arun  not  far  from  Arundel ;  and 
then  along  the  coast  to  Pevensey,  the  banks  of  the  Rother,  Lymne,  Dover, 
Richborough,  Reculver^  and  Canterbury.    There  fidling  into  the  track  of 

•  Stvkeley,  X. 

t  Richard,  b.  I,  c.  6,  sect  28,  describing  the  several  nations  whose  terri- 
tories were  watered  by  the  Thames  in  its  coarse  to  the  German  Oceaiiy 
pUeea  the  Atrebttes  between  the  Hedni  and  the  Caaii,  without  even  men- 
tkidng  the  Segontiaci,  a  proof  that  their  temtotict  did  not  approach  tht 
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the  first  Itor,  it  went  along  the  Watling  Street  to  the  bank  of  the  Medwmy, 
ind  pasang  that  river,  proceeded  by  Barkfields  in  Southfleet,  a  station 
omitted  before,  across  the  country  with  the  ancient  Watling  Street,  (by  a 
road  now  unknown  *)>to  Uolwood  Hill,  the  capital  of  the  Regni,  and  from 
thence  to  London. 


Iter  XVI. 

(5)  A  Londinlo  Ceniam  usque,  sic  :— 

Corrected 
Numberi, 
(139)  Yenta  Belgnrum 

m.  p.  XC 

(153)  Brige  XI 

(154)  Sorbioduno  Ylil 

(155)  Yentageladia  XII 

(156)Durnovaria         YIIII 
(157)  Moriduno      XXXIII 

(107)  Isca  Damnon         XY 

!158)  Durio  Amne         .  .  . 
159)  Tamara 


O60)  Yoluba 


(161)  Cenia 


LXXX 

XI 

YIIII 

XY 

XXX 
XXX 

XXYIII 

XXIII 
XXVI 

XXYIII 


Sites  of  the  Stationf. 
From  London  to  the  Fa'. 


Winchester. 
Near  Broughton. 
Old  Sarum. 
Gussage  Cow  Down. 

Dorchester. 
Seaton. 

Exeter. 

On  the  Dart. 
On  the  Tamar. 

On  the  Fowey. 


XX    OntheFal. 


The  exact  route  from  London  to  Winchester  not  beinp;  defined,  we  may 
suppose  that  it  ran,  as  before,  through  Silchester,  and  from  thence  hy 
St.  Mary  Bourne,  as  in  the  15th  Iter.  From  Winchester,  as  the  road  still 
exists  l^ing  to  Old  Sarum,  the  distance  of  eleven  miles  will  probably 
give  the  site  of  Brige^  although  the  station  itself  is  not  known;  and  the 
nine  following  will  lead  us  to  Old  Sarum.  Pursuing  the  course  of  the 
road,  which  may  be  still  traced  quite  to  Dorchester,  remains  found  on 
Gussage  Cow  Down  point  out  tlie  site  of  Ventageiadia  ;  and  the  disagree- 
ment between  the  Itinerary  and  real  distance  from  thence  to  Dorchester 
justifies  us  in  supposing  that  some  intermediate  post  has  been  omitted. 
The  site  of  Moridunutn  is  doubtful;  some  thinking  it  to  be  £ggerdon,  or 
the  Hill  of  the  Morini,  with  which  the  distance  of  nine  miles  would  not 
disagree;  while  others,  with  more  reason,  prefer  Seaton,  the  great  port  of 
the  WeeA,  because  the  Foss  leads  from  llchester  directly  to  it.  Intermediate 
stations  have  evidently  been  lost  between  this  place  and  Exeter,  as  has  also 
been  the  case  between  that  place  and  the  Dart,  the  Tamar,  the  Fowey  and 
the  FaL  From  Honiton  the  road  is  visible  pointing  to  Exeter,  as  well  as 
from  Exeter  to  Totness,  and  according  to  the  ingenious  Borlsoe,  even  to 
Lostwithiel. 


*  In  Hasled's  History  of  Keiit  is  a  passsge  which  countenances  Om  i 
of  ■&  ancMnt  road  having  traveled  the  country  in  this  line. 
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Itkh  XVII. 
Ab  Anderida  [Eboimeom]  usque,  lie:— 

Cwrreded 
(162)  Sylfa  Anderida  (    Numben. 

m.  p, 
(I52>  NoYio  Mago 


(5)  Londinio  XV 

(168)  Ad  Fines* 
(36)  Duiolispontef 
(37  Dumomago         XXX 


i 


(38)  Corisennis  XXX 

(39)  Lindo  XXX 

164)  In  Medio  XV 

165)  Ad  Abum  XV 
Unde  transis  in  Max- 

UUBBX 

(106)  Ad  Petuariam        VI 
(43)  Demde    Eboraco,    ut 
supia  (It.  5) 

m.  p.  XLVI 


xxxx 

XV 

XXVIII 

XXX 

XX 

XXV 

XXI 

XV 

XV 


VI 


XXX 


Sites  of  tum  Sxatiom. 
From  East  bourne  to  York* 


East  Bourne. 

Holwood  HiU. 

London. 

Brougham. 

GUKhnanchester. 

Castor,  on  the  left  bank  of 

the  Nen. 
Ancastcr. 
Lincoln. 

Winterton. 


Brough. 


York. 


This  Iter  ran  in  the  track  of  the  British  Ermyn  Street,  (torn  PtvtBMv 
and  East  Bourne,  which  were  perhaps  the  Anderida  Partus  and  AnderUUt 
of  the  15th  Iter,  along  tlie  ridge  of  hills  to  Holwood  Hill  (alreadx 
mentioned  as  the  capital  of  the  Rhemi),  and  from  thence  to  London,  but 
its  traces  are  now  so  obscure  as  to  be  amiost  forgotten.     Some  think  thai 
from  London  it  proceeded  along  the  British  Street,  by  the  Green  Lanes, 
Cheshunt,  and  to  the  west  of  Broxboume  to  Ware;  while  others  suppose 
that  this  Roman  road  went  much  straighter,  and  nearly  in  the  course  of 
the  present  turnpike  through  Ware  to  Broughing,  a  post  at  the  confluenoa 
of  the  Rib  and  the  Quin,  where  was  probablpr  the  station  Ad  Ftna,  tha 
boundary  between  the  countries  of  the  Icem,  the  Cassii,  and  the  Trlno* 
bantes.    From  hence  the  Roman  road  is  so  perfect  by  Caxton  quite  to 
Lincoln,  that  we  fix  the  station  of  Dumomagut  at  the  great  camp  near 
Castor,  and  the  three  others  at  Godmanchester,  Ancuster,  and  Ltacoln* 
From  Lincoln  the  Roman  road  proceeds  directly  to  the  banks  of  the  HumbtTi 
having,  at  the  distance  assigned  in  the  Iter,  the  Mantio  in  Medio,  and  tha 
post  at  Winterton;  from  whence  six  miles  carry  us  across  the  riyer  to  Brought 
or  PeluariOf  a  post  often  confounded  with  the  Prattorium  of  the  6th  Iter. 
As  there  is  a  Roman  road  still  existing  from  Brough  towards  WeightoOf 
and  then  oTer  Barmby  Moor  to  York,  there  can  be  little  doubt  in 
considering  it  as  the  course  of  this  Iter.    Should,  howeyer,  the  forty-six 
miles  given  in  the  Itmerary  (which  appears  to  have  been  an  error  arising 
from  the  mistake  of  the    transcriber   in    confounding   Peiuaria   an! 
Praiurium)  be  considered  as  correct,  the  course  of  the  Iter  may  ba 
supposed  to  have  run  from  Brough  by  Londeeborough  and  Millington,  to 
the  ^reat  road  from  Flamborough,  and  then  to  have  turned  with  it  to  Yorkf 
■akmg  exactly  the  forty-six  miles  of  the  Itinerary. 

•  atuk,  XXX. 
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Iter  XVIII. 

(43)  Ab  Eboraco  per  medium   insula 
Clauientum  usque,  sic  :•— 

Corrected 

numbert, 

XXX 

XXIII 


(42)  Legiolio 
(167)  Ad  Finet 


m.  p.  XXI 
XVIII 


168) XVI 

169) XVI 

170)  Dermitione*  XVI 

171)  Ad  TriTonam  XII 
(16)  Etocetof  XII 
(14)  Manduesuedo  XVI 
(18)  Benonnis  XII 
n2)  Tripontio  XI 
(11)  Isannavarift  XII 

(172)  BrinaTis  XII 


[i 


173)  .£lia  Castra        XVI 

174)  Dorodna  XV 

175)  Tamed  VI 
Vindomi  >    '         vv 

(122)  Cailetfa    J  ^^  , 

(141)  Claasento    XXXXVI I 


XVI 

XII 

XII 

XII 

XII 

XVI 

XII 

XI 

X 

XII 

XVI 

XVI 

VI 


Sites  of  the  Siatiom. 

From  York  through  the  mid« 
die  of  the  island  to  Bittenu 


Castleford. 

Temple  Broug^i,  on  the  bank 

of  the  Don. 
Tapton  Hill  near  Chesterfield. 
Camp  near  Penkridge. 
Little  Chester. 
BeiTY  Farm,  in  Branston. 
WalL 
Manceter. 
High  Cross. 
Near  Dove  Bridge. 
Burnt  Walls. 
Black  Ground,  near  Chipping 

Norton. 
Alcester,  near  Bicester. 
Dorchester. 
On  the  Thames. 

Silchester. 


Bittern,  near  Southampton. 


XX 

xxxxv 

This  Iter  proceeds  from  York  in  the  same  direction  as  the  fourth  to 
Castleford,  where,  be&ring  to  the  right  to  jom  the  Ryknield  Street,  it 
continues  with  it  through  the  several  stations  of  Temple  Brough  on  the 
Don,  Chesterfield,  Penkridge,  Little  Chester,  and  Branston,  to  Wall. 
Here  diveiging  to  the  left  with  the  Watling  Street,  it  passed  through 
Manceter,  High  Ctosi^  and  Dove  Bridge,  to  Burnt  Walls.  It  there  quitted 
the  known  road,  and  boro  across  the  countiy,  by  an  unknown  route,  to 
Alcester,  on  the  Akeman  street ;  but  the  considerable  remains  found  at 
Black  Ground,  near  Chippington  Norton,  would  lead  us  to  place  th* 
station  of  Brinavit  there,  if  the  Roman  road  did  not  make  any  materiau 
deviation  between  Burnt  Walls  and  Alcester. 

From  Alcester  the  road  mils  plamlj  over  Ottmoor,  and  indeed  almost 
all  the  way  to  Dorchester.  But  from  thence  as  we  can  discover  no  ^cea 
of  a  road,  and  as  our  next  post  appears  to  hare  been  only  six  miles  distant 
and  on  the  Thames,  if  any  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  number,  it  may 
be  the  point  where  the  Roman  road  from  Wantage  apparently  ^Muses  th^ 
lifer  opposite  Mongewell.  The  next  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  bdng 
Snsnffident  to  lead  us  by  any  road  to  Vindomis,  if  it  were  placed  either  at 
Silchester  or  near  St  Haiy  Bourne,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  there  ia 
•ome  error  In  the  name  of  the  station  ;  and  as  the  following  number  of 
IbrtT-dx  miles  agrees  wHh  the  distance  in  the  15th  Iter  of  the  roed  from 
Sihweitsr  pesdng  neer  Egbuiy  to  Bittern,  we  cannot  hdp  sopposing  that 
tiienameof  Fiiidbw<>  has  been  inserted  by  mistake  for  that  of  Chtfwa. 

•  XVL  t  It.  2,inT.    Etoceto^^Mandneenedo  XIII.—: 

UL-Vk^ontio  Iflmtia  Varia  Xil. 
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APPENDIX.— No.  IL 

HAXB8  TALIBSINy   OR  THE  HISTOBT  OF  TAl<IK8Iir 


Thi  primaij  domestic  bard 

Am  I  to  ElphiDy 

And  my  original  country 

Is  the  region  of  Cherubima. 

Joannes  the  divine 

Called  me  Merddin, 

At  length  every  king 

WiU  call  me  Taliesin. 

I  was  fiiQ  mne  months 

In  the  iromb  of  mother  Cy  rid  wen  ;* 

I  was  little  Gwion  heretofore, 

Taliesin  am  I  now. 

I  was  with  my  Lord 

In  the  superior  state, 

When  Lucifer  did  fall 

To  Uie  infernal  deep. 

I  have  borne  a  banner 

Before  Alexander : 

I  know  the  names  of  the  stars 

From  the  north  to  Auster. 

I  have  been  in  the  circle  of  Gwdion 

Tetragammaton  jf 

I  conducted  Hean^ 

To  the  depth  of  Ebron  Tale, 

I  was  in  Canaan 

When  Absalom  was  slain, 

I  was  in  the  Court  of  Don  $ 

Before  Gwdion  was  bom, 

I  was  an  attendant 

On  Eli  and  Enoc  ; 

I  was  on  the  cross-deroting  sentence 

Of  the  Son  of  the  merdftil  God. 

I  have  been  chief  keeper 

Of  Uiework  of  Nimrod's  tower; 

I  have  been  three  revolutions 

In  the  circle  of  Arianrod.|l 

I  was  in  the  Ark 


With  Noah  and  Alpha  ; 

I  beheld  the  destruction 

Of  Sodoma  and  Gomorro ; 

I  was  in  Africa 

Before  Rome  was  built : 

I  am  come  here 

To  the  renmants  of  Troia. 

I  was  with  my  Lord 

In  the  manger  of  the  she-ass ; 

I  strengthened  Moses 

Through  the  Jordan  water. 

I  have  been  in  the  firmament 

With  Mary  Magdalen ; 

I  have  beoi  gifUd  with  genius 

From  the  Cuildron  of  Cyridwen. 

I  have  been  bard  of  the  harp 

To  the  Teon  of  Lochlyn  ^ 

I  have  endured  hunger 

For  the  son  of  the  Virgin. 

I  have  been  m  the  White  HUl*  • 

In  the  court  of  Cjmvelyn, 

In  stocks  and  fetters, 

For  a  year  and  a  day. 

I  have  had  my  abode 

In  the  kingdom  of  the  Trinity  ; 

It  is  not  known  what  is  my  body, 

Whether  flesh  or  fish. 

I  have  been  an  instructor 

To  the  whole  univerBe ; 

I  shall  remain  till  the  day  of  doom 

On  the  face  of  the  earth, 

I  have  been  in  an  agitated  seat 

Above  the  circle  of  Sidin,tf 

And  that  continues  revolving 

Between  three  elements  : 

Is  it  not  a  wonder  to  the  world, 

That  it  reflects  not  a  splendour  t 


[From  Meyriek*a  HUtwry  of  Cardiffsiuhire,  p.  65,2  vols.  London,  1806* 

*  Venus.  t  The  Galaxy.  t  The  Divine  Spirit 

4  Or  Llya  Don,  L  e.  Cassiopeia.    Q  The  Northern  Crown.    ^  Denmark 

**  Tower  of  tondon.  -H*  Perhaps  Caer  Sidin,  or  the  Zoditc. 
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Aftvon,  ft  British  m»xijT,  161,  242,  303.  466* 
jBIU,  king  of  the  Soath  Saxons,  1. 
^Mi^,  nsorper  of  Northnmbrift,  62. 
iBneaa,  the  Trojan,  marries  Larlnia,  01, 

387 
.Asc,  kingof  Kent, 7. 
Aetios,  a  Soman  general,  307, 490. 
Aganippns,  king  of  the  Pranks,  116. 
AgricoU,  Roman  goTemor,  443,  448,  450, 

466,470. 
Aidan,  king  of  the  Scots.  286. 
AUn,  king  of  Armorica,  2»0. 
Alban,  St.  his  martjrdom,  161,  303,  445, 

466. 
Albanaot,  a  son  of  Bmtos,  killed,  lOfi. 
Aldhrtm,  bishop,  14. 
Aldroen,  king  of  Armorica,  177. 
Aurmso,  ABSBA'a  Liw*  of,  43—86 ,  some 

fkirther  notices  of,  1,  2, 27—37, 132  ;  hif 

chUdien,  2,  68. 
AUrid,  king  of  Northnmbria,  14, 286. 
AHfinlif""",  king  of  Spain,  slain,  264. 
Alia  [BUa]  king  of  Northumbria,  a 
AUectos,  emperor  in  Britain,  159, 160. 
AUelolatio  Tictorj.  406. 
AUobroges,  in  Switserland,  126. 
Amalnudt  king  of  Connaoght,  410. 
Amatheos  eon8eerat<»s  St  Patrick,  410. 
Ambrins,  founder  of  a  monasteiy,  190. 
Ambiosins  rEmrrs   Wledig],  182,    207— 

210,  306, 403,  407.  416. 
Amphibalos,  St  161. 

Anacletos  tsken  prisoner  br  Bmtos,  04—03. 
Andragios,  a  king  of  Britain,  136. 
Androgens,  duke  of  Trinorantam,  137. 
Anglia,  East,  genealogy  of  the  kingit,  412. 
Antenor,  Trolan,  102. 
Antlgonns  taken  priMuer  by  Bratu«,  04. 
Antoninns's  wall,  450. 
Anwind,  a  Danish  king,  30,  58. 
ATi?hff^«"*"*  made  archbishups,  155. 
Arlanism  spreads  in  Britain,  304. 
Arthgallo  deposed,  134. 135. 
ArthmaiL  a  king  of  Britain.  136. 
Arthur,  king,   not  noticed  by  Oildas  or 

Beds,  80;  his  exploits,  225-271,  408; 

coronation,  243—245,  death.  271. 
Anringns,  a  king  of  Britain.  140—153. 
Ascanius,  son  of  iBneas,  01.  387,  388. 
AsehilUus,  king  of  Dacia,  sUin,  271. 
Asdepiodatus     firees     Britain    i;om    the 

Bomani,  160—162,  466. 
Aasa  (Cissa),  kingof  the  South  Saxons,  7. 
Asasriwis  tolas  Bntus  against  the  Ore- 

-^ —  8^ 

,  kSag  «c  Oennany,  111 


Aseer,  archbishop  of  St  DaYid's,  LICs  of 
Alfred,  tI.  43-86 ;  tIsIU  king  Aitni,  71k 

Athelred,  archbishop  of  Cauterbury,  34> 

Athelstan,  king  of  Kent,  Ac  22,  23.  45. 

Athelstan,  king  of  Mercla,  30,  40. 

Angusil,  king  of  Albania,  238,  240,  260l 

Augustine,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  9—11. 
275,438,444. 

Anlus  PlauUus  tIsIU  BriUin,  460. 

Aurellua  Antoninus*  Tietoriee  in  Britain, 
466. 

AuxlUus,  a  bishop  of  Ireland,  410. 

Bsgsac,  a  Danish  king,  alain,  56. 
Bsldulph,  a  Saxon  chief,  23t»— 234. 

Bards,  the  British  poets,  434. 

Basslanus  kills  bis  brother  Oeta,  157—1591, 
440,466. 

Battles  between  the  Romans  and  the 
Britons  at  the  Invaitlon,  138—153;  on 
the  Orsmplan  hills,  451. 

Battles  between  the  Britons  and  Saxons  at 
Anderida,  7;  Badon-hUl,  313,  400;  the 
rirer  Bassas,  408 ;  Beandune,  12 ;  Bedan- 
ford,  8;  Berln-byrig,  8;  Breguoln,  400; 
Cat  Colt  Celldon,  408  ;  Ceraio's-ore,  7 ; 
Cirencester,  12  ;  the  river  Darent,  404 ; 
Deorhamme,  0 ;  the  rirer  Dnglas,  230, 27(^ 
408  :  Pethanleage,  OUhe rirer  Olent.  406 : 
Onmlon  castle,  406;  Hengeston.  22; 
Hearcrodsbum,  7 ;  Souburh,  8  ;  Stone, 
404  ;  Trat  Treuroit,  400 ;  Verulam,  228. 

Battles  between  the  EngUah  and  the  Danes 
at  Ae-lea,  45 ;  iBecendune,  27,  54 ; 
Basing,  27, 56 ;  Brumby,  30 ;  Cambridge, 
38;  Canterbury,  44;  Charmonth,  21, 
22 ;  Devonshire,  30,  44,  61 ;  East  An- 
glU.  22,  26,  32,  50 ;  Kdington,  62 ;  Ethan- 
dune  ;  31 ;  Exeter.  50 ;  Hampshire,  25, 
50 :  Holme.  38  ;  Kent,  22,  25,  45.  5«,  61 ; 
Hercia,  26;  Merton,  27;  Nottlngfaaaa, 
53  ;  Port,  22  ;  Reading,  20,  54 ;  South- 
ampton, 22 ;  the  Stour.  65 ;  Surrey,  tt, 
44  ;  Swanwlch,  50 ;  Wareham,  58 ;  Wea- 
sex.  26 ;  WUton.  56 ;  York.  52. 

Beadaherd,  rere  of  the  shire,  10. 

Bede  noticed,  15,  80. 

Bedver,  governor  of  Neustris,  241, 141^ 
252—264. 

BeUnus,  king  of  Britain,  12t-136,  ML 

Bellnus.  general  of  Cassibelaim'a  ani^y,  IM 

BenlU.  king  of  Powys,  397. 

BerabaSm,  abbat,  SA. 

Bemida,  genealogr  of  tha  Hagh  412. 

BemuU;  king  of  Marda,  21. 

•trthwult  Ung  of  Meni^  23,  44. 
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Bwtrie,  king  of  Wammc,  18, 19, 4& 

BWnui,  btoliop.  12 

Bladad,  king  of  BrlUin,  114. 

Blederie,  killed  by  EtholfHd.  278. 

Bledimo,  a  king  of  BriUin.  138. 

Blegabred,  a  king  of  Britain.  138. 

Bo&dlcea  ,  or  Bondnea,  quocu  of  tba  loeni, 
301,  445,  447.  465,  469. 

Boccos,  king  of  tbt  Medef,  283. 

Borellofi,  consul  of  the  CenomannI,  259. 

Boso's  gallantry  against  the  Roxnann,  255. 

Brennios  quarrels  with  B«linui>.  122—130. 

Brian,  nephew  to  Cadwalla,  278  -  284. 

Bridget,  an  Irish  saint,  39o,  480. 

Britael,  king  of  Demetia,  139. 

Britain,  described.  3,  90,  108, 133,  244,  280, 
299.  388.  419—422,  435 ;  its  original  in- 
habitants,  90, 388, 422-428,  464  :  invsded 
by  Julins  Cesar,  3,  301.  445, 468  :  Chris- 
tianity introdaced  into.  30«,  466 :  di- 
Ylded  into  provinces,  436 ;  boundary  of 
the  Ronuui  empire  in  Britain,  453; 
Anally  quitted  by  the  Romany  2, 
805,  398,  467,  488 ;  occupied  by  Saxons, 
S  ;  invaded  by  the  Danes.  19—39,  50—86. 

British  eitlea,  ancient.  90,  155. 

brvomail  defeated  by  Ethelfrid,  278. 

Bmtns,  xiT,  his  history,  91—109,  388—388, 
391. 

Brutus,  lumained  Greenshield,  113. 

Bryto  supposed  to  have  built  London,  484. 

Budes,  king  of  Arniorica,  182. 

Builc  settles  in  Eub«inia,  369 

Burhred,  king  of  Mercia,  23,  28,  45,  53,  57. 

Cador,  doke  of  Cornwall  231,  235.  248. 
Cadwan,  make*  a  treaty   witl^  Ethelfrid, 

277. 
Cadwalla.  a  British  king.  277—288,  415 
Cadwallader,  a  Britiah  king.  199,  268-290. 

415. 
Cedwalla,  king  of  Wessex,  14. 
C»sar,    Julius,   invasion,    138-150,   392, 

393.  485,  488. 
Caius,  governor  of  Andegavia.  241 — 244. 
Calibnm,  the  sword  of  Arihur,  234,  '?41. 
Cap,  one  of  the  kingv  of  Briuin.  136. 
Capoir,  one  of  the  kingt  of  BnUin.  138. 
Caracalla.    See  taf nanus 
Caractacus  (Caradi»g).  442.  443.  465. 
Caradoc,  duke  of  Cornwall.  165—168. 
Caransins,  governor  of  Briuin,  158—180, 

104,437,  48& 
Garetieua  lOtndiff),  a  British  king,  273 
(krtisnumdna,  queen  of  Brigantia,  443. 
OMiibellann    (CaswaUont    139—148,   445, 

485,  48& 
Catellus,  a  British  king, 
CSatel  Drunluc,  or  Cadell  Deymllag,  prince 

of  Powys,  399. 
Catigem,  son  uf  Vortlgem,  188. 
Ceawlin.  king  of  Wessex,  8^  9. 
Celestine.  pope,  409,  410. 
Canric,  kinc  of  the  West  Saxons,  7.  8,  44. 
CMlnoth,  abp.  of  Canterbury,  28,  84. 
GtdlNd.  king  of  Mercia,  14.    * 
OMlWDKkinf«fW«Mi,U.  I 


303, 


OtolwnU;  k^Dg  of  Xortbumbrla,  15. 
CMlwnlf.  king  of  Uerda,  20,  SO. 
Cerdi«,  king^  Weuez,  7,  8, 44. 
CcreaUa,  Rcnnan  governor  of  Britain,  448, 

468.  470. 
Cheldrie  arrives  firom  Oennany,  231,  235 
•Miata  Modred  igainst  Arthur,  268.  271. 
Cb^ianus,  appointed  arehbishttp  of  Dvla, 

t4ff. 
'^s^lch,  a  Saxon  chief.  187. 
Cherin.  an  ancient  British  king,  138. 
Cbeulphus  repulHod  by  Brenntus,  123. 
Chiitfm-luosing.  what,  83 
Claudius  invades  Britain,  149.-152, 

445,  448,  485,  488. 
Cledaucuit,  an  ancient  British  king.  138. 
Cletonus,  an  ancient  Briiifch  king,  1  li. 
Cligueillus.  a  king  of  Britain.  130. 
Clodius    Albinus,     Roman    guvemot     ol 

Britain.  471. 
Cloten,  king  of  Cornwall.  121. 
Coe!  rebels  against  Asclepiodotus,  182. 
Cogibundus,  a  British  regulus,  465,  468l 
CoiUus,  a  British  king,  136. 
Coillus,  a  British  king.  154. 
Colgrin,  a  Saxon  chief,  230—234. 
Columba,  St.  8.  4C0. 
Comet  appeared,  13.      .  35.  2C0. 
Conan  kills  Constantine,  199.  272. 
Conan  Meriadoc,  106—171. 
Conanus  (Aurelius),  316. 
Constans,  a  monk,  king  of  Britain,  179-^ 

182,  2C& 
Constantine  tba  Great,  183.  248,  394,  437, 

467. 
Constantine 

178,  208. 
Constantine, 

314. 
Constantius.  governor  of  Britain,  182, 

395,488. 
Councils,  ecclesiastical,  at  Heathfleld.  13  { 
Cluvefhoo.  20  ;  Constantinople,  395  ;  Cast 
Guorihcgim.  401. 
Conwenna V  speech  to  Brennlus,  127. 
Cordeilla,  dai>ghter  of  Leir,  114—119. 
Corineua,  duke  of  Cornwall.  102-llu. 
Cridious.  king  of  Albania,  139. 
Crocea  mors,  the  name  of  C»sar*i  sword^ 

141. 
Cuiohelm,  king  of  Wessex,  18. 
Cnnedagius  kills  bis  brother.  119. 
Cnneglasse,  a  British  prince,  317. 
Cutha,8. 

Cuthbert.  bishop  of  Llndisfisme,  415. 
Cnthred.  king.  jS. 
Cuthred.  king  of  We«ex.  15. 
Cuthred,  king  of  Kent,  20 
CynegUs,  king  of  Wessex,  11. 
Cynewulf,  king  of  Wessex,  1»-18. 

DabntiuB  rtproaebea  Merlin,  19t. 
Danes  arrive  in  Ensland.  19-38,  50— «6 
Daniua,  an  ancient  British  king.  112. 
David.  St.  archbp.  of  Menevia,  845,  f7L 
DiMia's  aaswar  to  Bratoa,  100. 
IMasolM^  kiBf  «f  CotavsU,  171. 


tte  ^nnorican,   made   king, 
Arthur's  successor,  271 »  272, 

394, 
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Dlnootb,  abbtt  of  Bangor,  275,  278. 
Diocletian  peneeotton,  161,  302,  466. 
DiTStiaens  rabdaes  part  of  Britain.  464. 
Di waning,  bishop  of  Winchester,  246. 
DoIdaTlna,  king  of  Gothland,  238. 
Dolobellos,  a  British  proconsul,  392. 
Dress  of  the  ancient  Britons,  427. 
Dmidism,  429—434. 
Dubritins,  abp.  of  Caerleon,  217,230,  233, 

242—245. 
Dunwallo  Molmutins   (Dental  MotliuuJ) 

121. 
Duvanns,  bishop,  sent  from  Rome,  155. 

Kadbert,  king  of  Northumbria,  15. 
Eadburga,  Bertric's  queen,  account  of,  47. 48. 
Eadfered  Flesaurs,  king  of   Northombiio, 

412.  414. 
Eagle,  said  to  have  spoken.  114. 
Falstan.  blf^liop,  21, 22,  26,  46.  53. 
Ebissa,  or  Eosa,  the  Saxon  chief.  187,  212, 

223,  227, 228,  400. 
Ebraucus.  king  of  Britain,  112, 113. 
Eclipses,  8.  13,  15,  21, 32,  63. 
Ecwils,  a  Danish  king,  killed,  39. 
Edgar,  king,  40. 
Edmund,  (St)  king  of  East  Anglia,  26,  46. 

50,54. 
Edmnnd,  king,  40. 
Edred,  king,  40. 

Edward  (the  elder,)  king,  37—39. 
Edwin,  king  of  Northnmbria,  277, 279,  2S4, 

414. 
Edw7,  king,  40. 

Egbert,  king  of  Wessex,  20—22. 
Egbert,  bishop,  15. 
Egfert.  king  of  Mercia,  19. 
Egfrid.  king  of  Northumbria,  13,  415. 
Else,  king  of  Kent,  11. 
Elbotos,  or  ElTod.  bp.  of  Bangor,  363, 384. 
Bldad,  bishop  of  Gloucester.  191,  212—214. 
Eldadns,  an  ancient  British  king,  136. 
Eldol,  duke  of  Gloucester,  101.  210—213. 
Eldol,  an  ancient  British  king,  136. 
Eledanius,  bishop  of  Alclud,  246. 
Eleutherius,  pope,  155,  393. 
ElfkiTa,  king  Edmund's  queen,  40. 
Eiidure,  snmamed  the  pious,  134, 135. 
HIiud,  an  ancient  British  king,  136. 
Elslngius,  king  of  Norway,  123. 
Enniannns,  king  of  Britain,  136. 
Eohrie,  a  Danish  king.  38. 
Escwln.  king  of  Wessex,  13. 
Estrildis,  concnbine  of  Locrin,  110,  111. 
Ethelard,  king  of  Wessex,  15. 
Ethelbald,  king  of  Mercia,  15,  17. 
Ethelbald,  king  of  Wessex,  25,  45—47,  49. 

50. 
Ethelbald,  archbishop  of  York,  38. 
Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent.  8, 10,  276. 
Ethelbert  II.  king  of  Kent,  Ac.  25.  50. 
Ethelfrid,  king  of  Northumbria,  9,  276,  277. 
BthalgiTa,  abbess  of  Shaftesbury,  68,  82. 
Ithelred,  king  of  Mercia,  14. 
Ethtlred,  king  of  England,  1. 
BtMH  king  of  Noffthnahrti^  U. 


Etheiod.  [Etherodl  king  of  W«nex    Si^ 

27,50-56. 
Elbelwald  rebels  against  Ovnj,  280. 
Ethelswitha,  daughter  of  Alfred,  S. 
Ethered,  earl  of  Mercia,  34—39,  74. 
Ethklwbro's  Chbonicls,  1—40 ;  aeeoant 

of  the  author,  t.  tL 
Ethelwnlf,  king  of  Wessex,  22—25, 44—49. 
Evander,  king  of  Syria,  killed,  25& 
Erelinus,  nephew  of  Androgens,  143,  144. 
Ercntns,  king  of  Albania,  269. 

Faganns  sent  to  oonrert  the  Britons.  15J. 
Famine  in  Britain,  53 
Fergnsiue  emigrates  from  Ireland.  467. 
Ferrex  killed  br  his  brother  Porrex,  120L 
Flamens  made  bishops.  155. 
Fiollo,  a  Roman  tribune,  240. 241. 
Friday,  so  caljed  from  the  goddess  Froft.  181 
Frontinus,  a  Roman  gor.  443,  466,  47u. 
Fnlgenius.  a  British  king,  136. 
Fulgenius  wars  against  Sevema,  157. 
Funeral  rites  of  the  ancient  Britons,  428. 

Gabius,  a  Roman  consnl,  130. 
Galgacuji,  king  of  the  Caledonians,  466, 470 
Galius,  Livius,  besieged  in  London,  160. 4C9. 
Genuissa,  daughter  of  Claudius,  151, 152. 
OxorrREv  op  Monmouth's  Britisr  His* 

TORv;  8&— 292.    Some  account   of  the 

author,  viii.  89. 
Gcilon,  the  augur,  100. 
Germanns.  St.  bishop  of  Anxenre,  75, 167, 

397—407. 
Geruntius,  an  ancient  British  king,  136. 
Geta,  son  of  Sevcrus,  killed.  157, 158. 
Giant,  killed  by  Arthur,  252. 
Giant's  Dance.  iU  remoral.  215—219,  22f). 
GiLOAti'  WoKKS,  293—380;  notices  of  tl « 

author,  vU.  89. 108. 121, 126. 
Gillomanlns,  king  of  Ireland,  216—221 . 
Godbold,  king  of  the  Orkne)-s,  kiUed,  £85. 
Goemagot,  a  giant  killed,  107. 
GotTarius,  king  of  Aqnitaine,  102—105. 
Gombert,  king  of  Norway,  164. 
Gonorilla,  one  of  Leir'sdaughlen,  114-  116L 
Gorbogudo,  a  British  king.  120. 
Gorbonian.  a  British  king,  133. 
Gorlois,  duke  of  Corwall.  222,  226. 
Gorraund,  king  of  the  Africans,  273. 
Golbrnn,  a  Danish  king,  30, 34,  58.  C3. 
Gratian,  emp.  slain  by  Maxim  us.  394— 39<( 
Gratian  Municeps,  a  British  king,  172, 173> 
Gregory  I,  pope,  10.  11- 
Grinibald,  abbat  of  Hyde  Abbey,  70,  74, 75^ 
Guaithumara,  wife  of  Artliur,  238,  268,  201 
Guauiuii,  king  of  the  Huns,  172. 175. 
Guendolojua.  wife  of  Locrin,  111. 
Guerthaeth,  king  of  Venedotia,  139. 
Guetbolin.  archbp.  of  London,  174, 177 
Giicblblao.  king  of  Dacia,  123, 125. 
Gniderius,  a  British  king.  149. 
GuUlamurins,  king  of  Ireland,  296,  tSiL 
Guitard  defeated  by  Hoel,  241,  258. 
Guithelin,  a  Britiah  king,  132. 
OsitoUnu  qnairtlt  wttfcA»lnnlM^  41& 


01CNSR4L  INDEX. 


505 


Oanflwtiui,  king  of  the  Orkneys,  238. 
OwjnoiegowaM,  a  king  of  Kent.  400. 
OnxKintiot,  a  British  king.  136. 
Onrgiiint  Bnbtrae,  king  of  Britain,  13L 
OnrgnBtins,  a  British  king.  120. 
OathMd,  king  of  Northombria,  37. 

Hadrisa'i  "walU  460,  471. 

Halfdene,  a  Danish  chieftain,  30,  31,  39, 

58,  61.  62. 
Hamo,  LeolB,  a  Roman  general,  149. 
Hasten,  invades  England,  35,  36. 
Heahmand,  bishop,  27. 
Helena,  mother  of  Constantine,  162,444— 

446,  467. 
Helena,  niece  of  Hoel,  252. 
Heli.  king  of  BriUln,  136. 
Henglst  and  Horsa.  4—7,  183—191,  209— 

21 2,  39&— 400,  405.  406. 
Henry  L  king  of  England,  90. 
Henainns,  duka  of  Cornwall,  116. 
Hider,  a  British  general,  256. 
Hilda,  abbees.  13. 
Hirelgas,  Bedrer's  nephew,  264. 
Hirelgas,  Cassibellaun's  nephew,  143. 
Hingwar,  Danish  chief,  25,  26,  39,  61,  62. 
Hoctor  settles  in  Ireland,  380. 
Hoel,  king  of  Armorica,  231,  241,  248,  264. 
Holdin,  king  of  the  Rateni,  264. 
HorsQS,  brother  of  Henglst,  4,  6,  183, 188. 
Hadibru,  king  of  Britain,  114. 
Homber,  king  of  the  Huns,  109, 110. 
Hombert,  bishop  of  the  East  Angles,  50. 

Ida,  king  of  Northnmbria,  8,  409. 
Idwallo,  a  Just  king  of  BriUln,  136. 
Igema,  wife  of  Oorlois,  223—226. 
Ignone,  daughter  of  Pandrasos,  98. 
Imbertos,  ambassador,  102. 
Ina,  king  of  Wessex,  13, 14, 43. 
Inbaltoa,  commander  of  the  Gaols,  169. 
Ireland,  its  first  inhabitanu,  389, 390,  464 ; 

description  of,  457—462. 
Isembard  renounces  Christianity,  273. 
Isseminus,  a  bishop  of  Ireland,  410. 
Istereth  settles  in  Dalricla,  380. 
iTor  and  Ini,  British  chiefc,  290, 291. 

Jago,  an  ancient  British  king.  120. 
John,  abut  of  Atbelney,  70.  79—81. 
Jadith,  Alfred's  queen.  46—51.  65. 
Julius,  a  British  martyr,  161, 242,  46& 

Kamber,  son  of  Brutus.  109. 
Kent,  genealogy  of  the  kings,  412. 
Kentwin,  king  of  Wessex,  13. 
Kennlf,  king  of  Mercia.  19.  20. 
Kenwalk,  king  of  Wessex,  12, 13. 
Kimarus,  a  British  king.  132. 
Kinmarous,  a  British  king,  120. 
Klnooua,  ((>n<y),  arehbp.  of  Meneria,  271. 
KymbeUnuB,  king  of  Britain,  148. 

Lvnbienus,  a  Roman  tribune,  140. 
liMiteni  made  by  aing  AlfM,  84. 
I/Uian  j«w,  wbaft,  457. 


Lavinia,  the  wife  JEneas,  91,  387, 388. 

Leil,  a  good  king  of  Britain,  113. 

Leir,  king  of  Britain,  114—118. 

Lao  III.  pop«^  19, 20. 

I.eo  IV.  pope,  anoints  king  Alfred,  45. 

liOpiduB,  Marins,  a  Roman  senator,  264. 

Liethali  settles  in  South  Wales,  380. 

Locrin,  son  of  Brutus,  109—111. 

Logiore,  an  Irish  king,  410. 

Lot,  a  Britiah  chief,  226, 238,  239. 

Lucius,  the  first  Christian  king  of  Britain, 

154—156,  393. 
Lucius  Tiberius,  245,  250,  259-266. 
LucuUus,  Roman  governor  of  Britain,  470. 
Lad,  beaotifler  of  London,  138. 
Lumond,  a  wonderful  lake,  235. 
Lupus,  bishop  of  Troyes,  187. 

Madden  advanced  to  the  throne,  111. 

Magicians,  91, 192—194,  388. 

Maglannus,  duke  of  Cornwall,  116. 

Malgo,  or  Malgocune,  a  British  king,  272, 
318. 

Malim  murdered  by  Memprioins,  112. 

Marcellus,  Roman  gov.  of  Britain,  471. 

Marcellus  Mutius  killed,  256. 

Margadud,  king  of  Demetia,  288. 

Maigan,  duke,  119. 

Margan,  king  of  Britain,  138. 

Marinus,  pox>e,  died,  33,  65 

Marine,  king  of  Britain,  153. 

Mark,  editor  of  Nennius's  Histoiy.  vili.  38& 

Martia,  qn.,  author  of  the  Martian  law,  132. 

Martin,  bishop  of  Tours,  395. 

Matilda,  daughter  of  Otho  the  Great,  v,  1. 

Mauganius,  bishop  of  Silchester,  246. 

Maugantlus,  a  philosopher,  193w 

Maurieius,  son  of  Caradoc,  1C5— 167. 

MaxentiuB,  Roman  emperor.  163. 

Maximian  invited  to  Britain,  164—173. 

Maximianus  Heronlios,  161. 

Maximus  (Macsen  Wledigi,  usurper,  304, 
394-396,  467. 

MeUobaudes,  Gratian's  general,  slain,  396 

Mempricius's  advice  to  the  Trojans,  98. 

Mentpricius,  a  British  king,  112. 

Merianus,  a  British  king.  136. 

Merlin's  history  and  prophecies,  192 — 224. 

Mermenua,  a  king  of  Britain,  390. 

Mervin,  a  British  king,  384. 

Milcho,  St  Patrick's  master.  409. 

Mlcipsa,  king  of  Babylon,  264. 

Milvius,  Qnintus,  Roman  senator,  264. 

Mistletoe,  a  sacred  plant,  432,  433. 

Modred,  Arthur's  nephew,  238,  268—272. 

Molmutine  laws,  121, 125. 

Monasteries,  Amesbury,  73, 190^  229 ;  Athel- 
ney,  79;  Ban  well,  73;  Hyde  Abbey,  75 1 
Menevia.  271 :  Salisbury,  214 ;  Shaftea- 
burr.  82 ;  Warebam,  58 ;  Wembury,  44 

Morvid,  consul  of  Gloucester,  266. 

Morridus,  a  tyrant  of  Britain,  133. 

Natan-leod,  king  of  the  Britonfl.7. 
NBNNitTs's  History  or  tux  BtnoOTL  fIL 
383-418^ 
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Nenniua,  broUiw  of  CMtibdlaun,  139, 140, 

141. 
Neot,  8t,  Ti,  00,  61,  eO. 
Nimech  settles  in  Ireland,  388. 
Noris,  ftbp.  of  St.  David's.  72. 

Oak,  peenliartr  aaered  to  the  Druids,  432. 

Octa,  son  of  Hengist,  187,  212,  213,  221— 
228.400. 

OctaTina  (Au2a#),  rebels  a^nst  the  Ro- 
mans, 104->-168. 

Oflk,  king  of  Hereia,  17—19,  47. 

Ordinal  of  the  British  Church  quoted.  375. 

Osbert,  king  of  Northumbria,  25,  52. 

OsboT^  king  Alfred's  mother,  44. 

Oskrtel,  a  Danish  king.  30,  5S. 

Oaie,  king  of  Northumbria,  15,  285. 

Ostorius,  Boman  governor.  443,  446,  448, 
453.460. 

Oswald,  king  of  Northumbria.  15.  285,  415. 

Oswf,  king  of  Northumbria,  13,  285-287. 

Oxford  luuveTsitj,  74. 

PaUadlos,  bishop,  sent  to  the  Scots,  6, 409. 
Pandrasus,  king  of  Greece.  02-99. 
Parthlud.  Ludgste,  in  London,  137. 
Partholoim  settles  in  Ireland,  131,  339. 
Paaeentius,  son  of  Vortigem,  218—221. 
Patrick,  St,  271,  390,  407,  410,  411,  460. 
Pelagian  heresj,  187. 
Penda,  king  of  Mercia,  12,  284—288,  415. 
Peredure  deposes  Elidure,  135. 
Pertinex,  Roman  gov.  of  Britain,  471. 
Pestilence  among  the  birds,  13. 
Petreius.  Cotta,  a  Roman  general,  256. 
Petronius  Turpilianus,  a  Roman  governor 

of  Britain,  46a 
Philsnian  altars  in  Africa.  101. 
Pictavians,  inhabiUnts  of  Poictou,  104. 
PicUand  Scots.  3,  39,  153.  159. 182—184, 

305-308.  390,  394, 396,  467,  468. 
PIr,  an  ancient  British  king,  136. 
Plegmnnd,  abp.  of  Canterbury,  38,  .70. 
Poljearp.  bishop  of  Smjma,  353. 
Poljtetes,  king  of  Bithynia.  266. 
Porrex,  king  of  Britain,  120. 
Porrex,  another  king  of  Britain,  136. 
Porsena,  a  Roman  consul,  killed.  130. 
Port  arrives  in  Britain,  7. 
Posthumus,  brother  to  Brutus,  387,  388. 
Prmnlagus,  a  British  king.  440.  447. 
Priwen,  the  name  of  Arthur's  shield.  234. 
Pyrannus,  abp.  of  York,  237. 

gnintilianos  UUed  by  Walgan,  255. 

BftTen,  the  Danish  standard,  62. 

Rederehios,  an  ancient  king  of  Britain,  136. 

Redion,  an  ancient  king  or  Britam,  136. 

Regan,  daughter  of  king  Leir,  IIC. 

Rouda,  king  of  the  Plots,  466. 

RiGHAiio  or  CriUMccsTBR's  HiaroRT  ov 
Britaiit,  419;  account  of  the  author, 
xviU,  455, 450;  discovenr  of  his  work,  xx. 

Rkmlt  king  of  Norwaj,  defeated,  239. 

BiUio»th«gl«it.aa.  ^^ 


Rivallo,king  of  Biitdn,  IS^ 
Robert,  mtI  of  Glouoeeter,  89,  flli 
Rodrie,  king  of  the  Picts,  153. 
RoUo,  dnkt  of  Normandy,  58,  58. 
Roman  governors  of  Britain.  465—471 
Rome  taken  bj  Belinus,  128. 
Ron,  the  name  of  Arthur's  lance.  234. 
Rowena,  daughter  of  H6n|ist,  188—190. 
Rojr*s  Commentary  on  the  inTnr*Hcna  «f 

Agricola,  450. 
Rudaucus,  king  of  Cambria,  121. 
Runno,  an  ancient  king  of  Britain,  138. 

Sabre,  daughter  of  Estrildls,  111. 

Salomon,  king  of  Armorica,  281. 

Samuilpenissel,  kinc  of  Britain,  136. 

Samson,  abp.  of  Dole.  245. 

Sanxo,  abp.  of  York,  217. 

Satnminus,  prefect  of  the  Roman  fleet,  47L 

Saxons  settle  in  Britain,  3—9,   183— 18L 

232—235,  272—274.  285-290.  396. 
Scsva,  son  of  Androgens,  145. 
Soots,  their  origin.  389.  459,  461. 
Scoto  and  Picts.    See  Fids. 
Segerus  consecsatcd  with  St.  Patrick.  410. 
S^nus,  duke  of  the  Allobroges,  126. 
Sertorius,  king  of  Libya,  266. 
Severus,  gov.  of  Britain,  156,  383—385,  471. 
Severus's  waU.  393.  448,  466. 
Sexburga,  queen  of  Weasex,  13. 
Sigebert,  king  of  the  East  Saxons,  11. 
Sigebert,  king  of  Wessex.  15. 
Siailius,  name  of  three  British  kings,  120. 

132, 136. 
Staterius,  king  of  Albania,  121. 
Stilicho  builds  a  wall,  467. 
Stipendiaij  cities,  457. 
Stuf.  lord  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  7,  44. 
Suard,  king  of  the  Pranks.  1:^. 
Suetunius,  Boman  British  consul.  447.  465 

469. 
Sylvius,  father  of  Brutus.  91,  387* 

Tenuantius,  duke  of  Cornwall,  137. 
Thadiocns,  abp.  of  York,  274. 
Theodore,  abp.  of  Cantarbury,  14. 
Theodo«ins,  emperor,  385,  450,  452,  4(>7. 
Theon,  abp-  of  London,  274. 
Thompson  (Aaron),  defends  Geoffrey's  HL^ 

tory.  ix. 
Torques,  a  gold  ooUar  worn  by  the  Britons, 

427. 
Tower  of  class,  388. 
Tower  of  London,  135,  200. 
TnUiem,  uncle  of  Helena,  163. 
Trebellius,  Roman  gov.  of  Briuin,  470. 
Trebellius  Maximus,  Roman  gov.  of  Br^ 

tain.  469. 
Tremonnus,  abp.  of  Caerieon,  215. 
Triads,  the  Welsh.  430,  431 
Trojans  settle  in  Britain.  106,  367. 
Turonus,  nephew  of  Brutus,  106. 
Tyrants  of  Britain,  304,  314. 

Ulfln  of  Riearadooh,  tU, 

Urbioos,  a  Boman  fstwra),  461^  471. 
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VrUu  bonoued  bj  Arthur,  238. 
Uriamu,  a  British  king,  136. 
UrraU  and  the  Virgins,  171, 
Uther  Peodngon,  his  histoiy,  220—230. 

Valentinian,  emperor,  305,  416. 

Veetlns  Bolanos,  Roman  goT.  of  Britain, 

470. 
Veranioa,  Roman  goremor,  443, 460. 
Vespasian  sent  to  Britain,  152,  442,  465, 

468.  470. 
Victor,  son  of  Maximns,  306 
Victrix,  the  name  of  the  sixth  legion,  447. 
Vigenios  imprisons  his  brother,  135. 
VLrins  Lapns,  Roman  lieutenant  of  Bri> 

taiff,  471. 
Vortigem  (tfuniheym),  king.  4, 6, 170—103, 

206-208,  310.  306—407,  416. 
Vortimer  {Oitrth^),  188, 180.  404—407. 
Vortipore,  a  British  prince,  317. 


ValtelTU  CatoUos,  a  Roman  diiet  258. 

Walgan,  Arthur's  nephew,  255.  264-260. 
Wall  between  Deira  and   Albania,  174; 

Serems's,  303,  448,  466;  Antoninns't 

450;  Hadrian's,    466,   471;    StUicho's, 

467. 
Walter,  arehdeaoon  of  Oxford,  xli,  80,  26^^ 

201. 
Wednesday,  so  called  from  Woden,  184. 
Werefrith.  bishop  of  Worcester,  70. 
Whitgar,  lord  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  7,  44. 
Widen  slajs  her  son  Porrex,  120. 
Withlaf,  king  of  MercU,  21. 
WortlporioK,  king  of  Britain,  272 
Wnlfhere,  king  of  Mercia,  13. 
Wolfred,  king  of  Mercia,  287. 
WolCbtan,  abp.  of  York.  40. 

York  made  an  archiepiscopal  see,  ISS. 
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ABOifA,  TlT«r,  440»  453. 

Abrasnanns,  rirer,  450. 

Abas,  river,  447. 

Ao-lea,  Ockley,  45. 

Aomod«,  islands,  463. 

Ad  Ahum,  station,  400. 

Ad  Abonam,  station,  493. 

Ad  iEsieum,  station,  490. 

Ad  Alaunam  Amnem,  sta- 
tion, 402. 

Ad  Alpes  Penninos,  sta.  488. 

Ad  Antonam,  station,  406. 

Ad  Aquas,  sUtion,  402. 

iBdni,  464. 

AleoU,  402. 

iSlia  Caatea,  station,  500. 

iGsoendune^  27. 

iCsioa,  rlTer,  451. 

Afene,  river,  12. 

Agned,  Edinburgh.  113. 

Akaion,  rirer  in  Greece,  03. 

Akeman  Street.  478. 

Alaana.  city,  445,  i51,  478, 
480,406 

rirer,  440.  486. 

Alba,  now  Albauo  in  Italy, 
01. 

Albania,  now  Scotland.  100. 

Albion,  noUees  oU  106,  410, 
421. 

▲Iduith,  eitj.  112. 134,212, 
235,437.^ 

AUeana.488. 

AUohroges,  in  Swilserland, 


Arobrius.  mt,  214, 217.  221. 
Ambrons,  212.  220. 
Anderida,  port.  478.  407. 

wood.  438,  490. 

town,  430, 400. 

Andros,  islos,  463. 
Angles,  their  origin,  400. 
Anglia,  5. 

Andredes-Ieage,  Anderida.  7. 
AntiTestMum,  prom.441,4(jO. 
Antona.  rirer.  430. 
Antoninus's  Itinerary,  473. 
Apoldre,  Appledore,  iS. 
Aqu»  Solb),  440.  456,  403— 

494. 
Aqaitaine.  in  France,  103. 
Aravius.  mountain.  2J4. 
Aigltta,  river.  459. 
Argolicum.  station.  486. 
Armoriea.  160, 177. 
ArUria,  441,  477. 
Ashdane,  Aston,  54. 
Athelingav,  Athelney,  31. 
Atlantie  Ocean,  450. 
AttaeotU,  452. 
Attrebates.  430.  497. 
Aufona,  river,  446. 
Augusta,  London,  445. 
Ausoba,  bay,  450. 
Austrinum,  460. 
Aaterii,450i 
Auterum,  town,  460. 
Avalonia.  city,  271.  440.477. 
Arene,  river,  7. 
Axanminster,  17. 
Asan,  mountains,  101. 


Badon  HiU.  200.  313,  408L 
Ballium,  station,  406. 
Banatia.  town.  452. 
Banchorium,  station  and  m» 

nastery.  275.  444,  483. 
Banna,  rirer,  450. 
Barba,  river,  250. 252. 
Bassas,  river,  408. 
Bath.    Vide  Ag^ua  SoUs  and 

Therma. 
Bdora,  estuary,  437. 
Beadanbead.  Bedwin.  13. 
Beandune.  12. 
Bebbanburgh,   Bambruuuli. 

39,  414. 
Bedanford.  Bedford,  8. 
B<;lg»,  439. 
Uennavenna,  483. 
Benonn,  444. 
Benonnis,  483.  500. 
Bensingtun,  Benson,  8. 
Beodorlcsworth^   Bury  St 

Edmonds,  26. 
Beorgforda,  Burford,  15 
Bcrin-brrig,  Banbury?  a 
Bemeidi.  province,  413, 414. 
Bibracte,  404,  405.  407. 
Bibrocum,  town,  430. 
BiUingsgate,  131. 
BlesUum,  sUtion,  406. 
Bodotria,  estuary,  450. 
Bodttni.44A 

Bolerium,  promontory,  44L 
Bovium,  station,  403. 
BrannogeniMD,  town,  44% 

471^410. 
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Branogma,  town,  445. 
BngQoia,  moanUln,  409. 
Brmnenlnm,  ttip.,  449,  457, 
.  477.487. 
Brig»,  sUUon,  496. 
Brl8uit«8,  447.  465. 
Brigantia,  kingdom,  447. 

elty,  460. 

Brigantom,  Extroma,  447. 
Briga,  river.  460. 
Brinavs,  station,  500. 
Britannia  Inforior,  pro.,  437. 
— ^^—  Prima,  pro..  436 
■  Secunda,  pro.,  437, 

•  Superior,  pn).,437, 

British  proTinces,  436. 
BrocaTonace,  sta..  491.  492. 
Bronandnne.  Bmmbj,  39. 
Bullth,  proTinoe.  407. 
Bnbinda,  Barinda.  riTer,460. 
Bultrum,  station,  495. 
Bnme.  285. 
Borra,  or  Banra,  50. 

CMdneahamme,  Keynsham, 

Caer-badaB,114.  200. 
Ca6r-britoe.S86. 
Caer*caradaue,  191.214. 
Caer-earatano.  386. 
Caer-oeint,  386. 
Caer-celemlon,  386. 
Caer-ceri,  or  oori,  63,  386. 
Caer-ooUon,orcolTin,162,386. 
Caer<onan,  211, 212. 
Caer^oorrie,  186. 
Caer-cnstelnt,  386. 
Caer-dnbalem.  204. 
Caer-dann,  386. 
Caernlaari.  886L 
Caer-draithoo.  386. 
Caer-ebranc,  386,  409. 
Caer-glooi.  152. 153,386,407. 
Caer.graat,  386. 
Caer^gnent,  386. 
Caer-galntrois,  386. 
Caer-guoranegon,  386. 
Caer-gnoroon,  386. 
Caer^gnorthegem,  386,  404, 

406. 
Caer-gnreoe,  386. 
Caer>lem,  114. 
Caor-Uel,  or  loilld.  113.  386. 
Caer4oir,  or  lerlon,  114, 135, 

386. 
Caar-liglon.  386. 
Oaar-lion.  or  Caer-oae,  ICO, 

386.408. 
Caer.loii<olt,  232.  386. 
Caer^Qd.   or   londein,  108, 

137.386. 
Oacr>manignid,  386. 
Oaar-mogoaid.  386. 
OMr-mondpit,  386. 
UOT4n«rdlfl.l91  S861 


Caer-penbuelgoit,  152. 
Caer-pensaTelcoit,  886. 
Caer-peris.  130. 149, 150. 164, 

386. 
Caor*Mgeint,  386. 
Caerwoni.  894, 443. 
Caer^teun,  386. 
Caer>nmabo.  386. 
Caer-went,  404. 
Caer-wisc,  5& 
CAsarea,  island.  463. 
Cttsarienais,  province,  445. 
Casaromagoa,  sta .  484,  485. 
Cair.    For  words  with  this 

prefix,  see  Caer. 
Calcaria.  station.  488. 
Caledonia,  450,  452. 
Caledonian  wood,  232,  438, 

446, 453. 
Caledonian  promontory,  454. 
Caledonia  extrema,  454. 
CaledonU,  453. 
Caleteriam,a  wood,  124, 134, 

201,202. 
Calleba,  city,  439,  494,  496, 

497,500. 
Camalodnnom.  ealled  Oemi> 

n»  Martin,  444, 445,  456, 

465,  469,  484. 
Cambodonom.  town,  Latlan, 

447,  457, 488. 
Camboricun,    oolonj,   446, 

457,485. 
Cambretonnm,  tta.  484, 485. 
Cambria,  109. 
Cambnla,  rirtr,  270. 
Cangani,442. 

Cangannm,  promontoi7,443. 
Cangi,  459,  465. 
Cangian  promontory,  443. 
Cangiani,  443. 444,  461. 
Cangiomm,  station,  444. 
Canoniom,  station,  484. 
CanoTioa,  river,  444. 
Gantabrie,  ocean,  459. 
Cantabridge,  Cambridge,  38. 
Cant*,  453. 
Cant  Onie,  394. 
Cantian  sUte,  6,  438. 

promontory,  421. 

Cantropolls,stlpendisry,  438, 

457,482. 
Cantlun,  promont  422,  438. 
rs^on  ot  438. 


Camabil,  region  9t,  441, 444, 
453. 

Camonaca,  454. 

Caraubia,  region  of.  107. 441. 

Carrum,  Clurmonth,  21. 

Camn,  river.  393. 

Cas»  Candida,  town,  450. 

Osssil,  kingd.  of;  444, 445,497. 

Casslteridea,  isles,  441,  463 

Cataracton,Cataraeton,town 
under  the  Latian  law.  447, 
457,477,478,486,487.489. 


Cat  BregioQ,  moontalo,  1B0$^ 

Catgwaloph,  419, 

Catiiil,454. 

Catsoanl,  415. 

Cancl,461. 

CeUdon,  wood,  201, 232, 408. 

Celnins,  river,  492. 

Celts,  439. 

Cenail,  393. 

Cenia,  city,  441, 477,  498. 

Cenint,  river,  441. 

Cenomannl,  446. 

Cerdio's-ore,  7* 

CerdieVford,  7. 

Ceronea,454. 

Cetgneli,  389. 

Chippenham,  a  royal  vill^ 

60.63. 
Cichican,  valley.  307. 
Cimbri,  region  of,  423,  440. 
Cittanford  (Ottanford  t)  18. 
Cias  Herddyn.  isUnd.  419. 
Claosentom,  439.  479.  497 

500. 
Clotta,  Clydda,  est  437. 45C 
Cloveshoo,  in  Kent,  20. 
Cocboy,  416. 
Coociam,  city,  448, 457,  479 

492. 
Coitanl,  Coitanni,  446. 
Coit-mawr,  Belwood,  <KL 
Coneangii,  460. 
Condate,  sUtion,  488,  492. 
Conovio,  483. 
Conovinm,  station,  483. 
Consular  provineea  in  Brt> 

tain.  438. 
ContiopolL  497. 
Coitantongom,  440. 
Corininm,   Corinom,  town, 

Latian,  445, 457,  479,  48S. 
Coriondii,  461. 
CorisennsB.  sUtioo,  485, 49a 
Coriom,  489.  490. 
Cornish   people,  so  ealle4 

fh>m  Corinens,  102. 
Corstopitom,       ContopUo^ 

sUUon,  487. 
Creones,454. 
Crocoeolana.  station,  498. 
Croaohan-Aichle,  mt.  411. 
Croc  Ooddent,  394. 
Cnnetio,  station,  494. 
Cunetlnm,  river,  439. 
Cnria,  tovrn,  449, 487. 
Cymry,  see  Cimbri. 
Cynemareaford,  Kempsfcc^ 

20. 
Cynoit,  Kynwith,  61. 

Dabrona,  river.  460. 
Dada,  123, 13L  » 
Dalrieta,  389. 
Damnia,  region  oC  449. 
Damnii.  314,  450,  489, 48U 
▲lbial,4S& 
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^tlimoBli,  itaU  of.  421,438, 

441. 4». 
Danelan,  wood,  SOI. 
Dannm,  itation,  480. 
Dantbona,  Damboana,  riT. 

489. 
Doeimoin  (Ad),  station,  497. 
Doftia,  DoTonablre,  20. 
PelgoTicia,  station,  487. 
Dametians,  242,  317. 
Dane,  a  royal  Tilla,  71. 
Derbontio,  town,  481. 
Dereuent.  the  river  Darent, 

188,404. 
Derrentione,  sta.  487.  500. 
DeTa,  colonr,  called  Getica, 

444,407,477,483,488. 

riTor,  444,  401. 

DoTana,  dtj,  401. 
sta.  473,  485,  4fl0, 

491. 
Dencaledonian,  oeean,  409. 
Deorhamme,  9. 
Dear,  proTince,  413. 
Diana  Fomm.  440,  482. 
DimetiA,  317.  389, 408,  443. 
Dinas  EmiyB,  401 
Dobona,  rlrer,  460. 
Dobnni,  444. 
Dolobellnm,  or  Dorobellam, 

139.392. 
Dorobemia,  Canterbory,  44. 

140.183. 
Doroeina,  station,  000. 
DnbTM,  cit  J  and  port.  438. 
Dabria,  rirer.  438,  497. 
Dnglaa,  river,  230,  270,  408. 
Dannm,  citj,  460. 
Doralipona,  station.  480. 
Dnrinom.  stlp.  440, 407. 477. 
Darios,  river.  441,  460,  498. 
Damgneis,  08. 
Dumonuwus,   Latian,   446, 

407,478,480,499. 
Domovaiia,  station,  498. 
]>uroeobriv»,  477. 
Dorolevnm.       Unroserum. 

sUUon,  482. 497. 
Dnrolispons,  station.  499. 
Dorobris.  Darobrubus,  Da- 

roprovs,  Dorobrivv,  sti 

438,  407,  477. 482,  480. 
Darosltam,  station,  484. 
Dorotrigea.  440. 
Dorovemnm,  477. 
Djmgnajtli,  provlnee,  413. 
DTngnoaroy,  town,  414. 

EUana,  SUanl,  460. 
Bboraeom,  Ebaracmn,  inii* 

nleipal    and    metropolis, 

112.447,406,486-489,499. 
Bbadiam,  Ebadom,  promon- 

torf,  404. 
S|bert*s-«t«n«,        Brixion 

Daftiill^O. 


Eglesborh,  Aylesbnij,  & 
EUandone,  Allington,  29. 
Elmete,  414. 

Epiaeani,town,  447|  477, 486. 
Epidii,  404. 

Epidiam,  promontory,  404. 
Ennyn  Sireet,  478. 
Erlri,  moant,  444. 
Eae's-done,  12, 13. 
Ethandone,  SI,  62. 
Etocetam,   town,  444,  478, 

483,  492,  000. 
Babonia,  386, 389. 
Evorii3,orEorerwicYork,  20. 
Bzanceaster,  Exeter,  08. 
Extremitaa  Caledonin,  404. 

Pethanleage,  9. 
Fines  (Ad),  487, 499,  000. 
Fines  Flaria  et  Seconds, 
483. 

. Maximn  et  Flayia.  488. 

Trinobantnm,  484. 

Flavia  Extrema,  446. 

?roTinee,  436,  444. 
>ian»,  town,  440. 
Fobs.  the.  473. 
Fraon,  river,  08. 
Fresieam,  orFresic  sea,  400. 
Fretnm  Heneviaoom,  443. 
Sabrins,  442. 

Oadanica,  sUUon,  489,  490. 
Oadeni,  449. 
Oadenia,  region.  449. 
^,^_^___  (own  449. 
Oai  Campi,  battle,  410. 
Oaini,  inhabitants  of  Oains- 

boroogh,  03. 
Galabes,  foantain,  210. 
Oalaoiam,  Oalgacain,  town, 

447. 
Oallembonme,  161. 
Oania,  rirer,  208. 
Garion,  Garionls,  river,  446. 
Garionennm,  statioo,  408. 
Gamareia,  280. 
Genania,  region,  444. 
Genorea,  208. 
Gessoriacom,  port,  420. 
Oewissa,  43, 203,  210. 
Olebon.OIe  vnm,colon /called 

Claadia,  440, 407, 460, 478, 

479,492,496. 
Oleni,  river,  408. 
Oleveslng,  402. 
Oloui,  Oloacester,  202,  407. 
Oobaniom,        Oobanniam, 

town,  442, 490. 
GoJImagot's  leap,  108. 
OrampioB,  raoant,  450. 
Grantabridge,  or  Orantcbes- 

ter,  Cambrilge,  30, 08. 
Ooasmoric,  4041. 
Onenet,  mr  Gained,  401, 414. 
Ovikor,  pvorines^  888L 


Gaoloppam,  416L 
Guortbegirnaim,    prorineey 

406,  407. 
Gnmion  Castle.  408. 
Garthrenion,  40l. 
Gweot,  404,  407. 
Gwyddeiians,  423. 
Owynedd,  province,  410. 

Halangairo,Holongam,towB. 

441.  477. 
Hamo's  Port,  Southampton, 

120. 100, 166,  232. 
Hamptonshire,  HampshiroL 

16. 
Hampton,  Southampton,  22. 
Heathfield,  284. 
Heavenfield.  280. 
Hebades.  isles,  461,  462. 
Hedai.  440,  497. 
Helenis,  Helenam,  pro.  441 
Hengeston,  in  Cornwall,  22 
Hercalea,  isle,  441. 
Hercules,  pillars  of,  441. 
Hereulis,  promontoiy, 
Hereri.  mount,  eta.  401. 404. 
Hethlege,  Hatfield,  13. 
Hibemla,  407. 464.  460.  467. 
Hiemam  (Ad).  staUon,  49a 
Horeatil,40L 

Ibemia,  town,  461. 
Ibemii,  460. 
Ibemus,  river,  460. 
Iceni,  447,  47& 
Iglea,  Okeler,  02. 
Ignesham,  Eynsham,  8. 
Iknield  Street,  473,  477. 
Ha,  river,  403. 
Inis-gueith,  or  Guelth,  386L 
Internal  sea,  409. 
Ireland,  Tide  Bibtrnia, 
Isannavaria,  Isanta  Varia, 

sUtion.  483.  000. 
Isca,    eolonjr,     metropolis, 

named  Seeunda.  442,  430. 
Isca,    (Cacrieon)   406,  493, 

490.496. 

river,  441,  442. 

stipendiary,       Exeter, 

441,477.479,492.498. 
Ischalis.  440. 
Isinn»,  station,  480. 
Isorium,  city,  447, 478,  486^ 

488. 
Itineraries,  various,  476. 
Ituns,  river,  449,  431. 
Itanam  (Ad),  sta.  490, 401. 
Itys,  river,  404. 

Jena,  river,  400. 

Kaer,  for  words  witk  (hi4 

prdlx,  oat  Cb<r. 
Karitia,  118. 
Klddet%t8a 
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KiUmarai,  monuUk.    215, 

217. 
Krion  metopon,  pron..  441. 
Konetiut,  nrer,  430. 

Laetorodum.  station,  432. 
Lapidem  (Ad),  lUtion,  497. 
Latian  law,  cities  or  towns. 

governed  by,  457. 
Latara,  sUtioo,  489. 
Lebaram,  400. 
Legecester,  276,  277. 
L^olium,    Legotinm,   8ta> 

tion.  486,  500. 
Legions,  city.  131. 132,  155. 

161.217,242.269.271.403. 
Leircestre^   Leicester,    111. 

114. 
LelanuB,  bay  454 
Lenianianna.  Portof,  407. 
Lemanom,  station,  497* 
Lenuuias,  rlTcr,  438. 
— —  town,  438. 
Leonaford,  a  royal  villa,  73 
LeUvia,  177. 
Leucaram,  station,  493. 
Libnitts,  river,  459 
Liganborb,  Lenbury,  8. 
Limite.  sUtion,  487. 
Lindesia,  or  Lindsey,  164, 

232. 
Lindocolinnm,  232. 
Linligwan.  237. 
Lindam.  451.  490. 

color.y,    446.    457, 

478.  484—436. 496.  499. 
Linnls,  province,  408. 
Llan-Patem,  bishopric,  271. 
Lcsbios.  river,  460. 
Loegria,109,423. 
Lo^.453. 
Londinam  Augosta,  col.  and 

met  Londintum.  108,  2  *7, 

238, 445.456. 465, 432. 4S4 

494.  496-499. 
London,  rebailt  by  Alfred,  74- 
Longus.  rifer.  454. 
Lorantum.  town,  443. 
Loxa,  river,  453. 
Lncani.  460. 
Lucophibia,  town,  450. 
Ladgate,  London,  137. 
Logabalia,       Luguballium, 

Loguballle,    Luguvaltuin 

town.   Latian.  4')4,    148. 

457.479.489.491. 
Lomond,  lake.  235. 
Lyncalidor,  lake  o^  452. 

Msats.  449.  466. 
Maoobieom.  Macolieiun,4C0. 
Madoa,  river,  438. 

station,  497. 

Magjovinlom,  station,  482. 
MHM*  442, 486- 


Maiden  Way.  479. 
Maisbeli,  Maybary,210. 
Maisoriun,  164. 
Maloa,  river,  102. 
Manan  Onstodin,  prov.  414. 
Manavia,  458. 
Manconiom,  sta.  488,  492. 

500. 
I^landaessnedum,  483. 
Mansio  in  Medio,  499. 
Mare  Internum,  459. 

Verglvum,  459. 

Thule.  459. 

Margan.  119. 120 
Margidiinnm,  station.  496. 
Maridanaiii.  404,  443,  457, 

478.  479.  494. 
Maxima,  province.  436,  447. 
Maxima  Casariensis,  486. 
Mearcnedsbom,  7. 
Medio  (In).  sUtion.  491, 499. 
Mediolanom,  443. 

station,     477, 


484,492. 


Hib.  460. 


Meicen,  town.  413. 
Menapia.  ct  443.400. 478.479 
Menapiam  (Ad)  st.493,  491. 
Menapii,  461. 
Menavia.  389 
Meranton.  Merton,  16. 
Meresige.  Mersey.  36. 
MersowaH.  19,  22. 
Mert».  451 
Metaris,  estoary,  446. 
Michael's  Mount,  253. 
Mlddleton.  Milton.  36. 
Mile,  the  Roman,  475. 
Minmanton.  394. 
Modona,  river.  460. 
Mona.  isle,  434,  443. 469. 
Monoeda,  island,  458. 
Mons  Jovis.  394 
Montem    Grampium    (Ad), 

station,  490,  491. 
Moridunum,  498. 
Morini.  133,  440. 
Mount  Paladur.  Shaftesburj, 

114. 
Muridonnm.  stlp.  443.  457. 
Mumm  (Ad),  station,  436. 
Muaidum,  town.  441,  ii7, 

Nab»na,  river,  454. 
Nagnata,  town,  459. 
Nantgallim,  161. 
Nidnm,  sUtion,  493. 
Northwonhig,  Derby.  27. 
NovantJB.  449. 
Novantia,  region,  449 
Novantum  Cbexsonesus,  421, 

449. 
NoviomagnsL  town,  430,477, 

478,4977490. 
Novios.  rivw,  440. 


Oboca,  rivtr,  440. 

Ooeanus     Athlantiooi^     m 

Britannious,  459. 

Oantabricos,  4ff0i 

— — ^—  Denealidoniaa.45flL 
— ^.^— >  Intemus,  459l 

VergivaiL  450.     , 

Ocrinum,  mount,  441. 

prom.  421, 441. 

Octorupium,  promont.  443. 
(Sstromenides,  isles,  441. 
Ogbgol  race,  400. 
OUcana,  Aiicaoa,  town,  447, 

477. 
Oroadea,  isles,  462,  466. 
Oroadnm,  promontory,  454. 
Ordovicia,  region  of;  444. 
Ordovioes,  442,  443. 
Orrea,  town.  451,  490.  401. 
Ossismii,  463. 
Ottadini,  440. 
Ottadinia,  440. 
Oxellnm,  promontory,  447 

Paladur,  114. 
Palmecaster,  404. 
PaHsii.  447. 

Pederydan,  Petherton,  1& 
Peneltun,  393. 
Pengnanl,  303. 
Pennocruclum,  483. 
Penoxnllum.  promont,  453. 
Petuaria.  447,  487,  400. 
Picti.  466,  467. 
Pontem  (Ad;,  sta.,  406,  407. 
Pontesbnry.  13. 
Portcester,  Porchest^.  140. 
Praturium,  station,  487. 
Pr»sutagus,  447 
Prima,  provinoe,  436. 442. 
Portus,  Anderida,  478,  497. 

Pelix,  447. 

Leminiuins,  407. 

Magnus.  430. 470, 407. 

Rhutupis,  420. 

SistnntUmuiw  4881 

Pryffetesflodan,  Privett,  16L 
Ptoroton.   metropolis.    La* 
tian,  452,  457.  400, 40L 

Quintanwic,  Canterbury,  2t. 

Ragn.  stlp.,  446,  457. 

Ratiscorion.  406. 

Redonnm.  170. 

Regia,460. 

R^um,    Begentiom,   431^ 

478  497. 
Regnlbium,  4.?8,  497. 
Renis,  river,  407. 
Reopanduno,  Repum.  17. 
Rerigoninm,  448^  4tl 
Rheba,  metrepoUi,  4M.  4iL 
Rhebeus,  450. 
——river.  40. 
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Ahtbeos,  lake,  461. 
Rbemi,  439. 
Bhobogdii,  459L 
Rhobogdiam,  458i 
RbufiDA.  400. 

Rhatupii,  oolonj  and  metro- 
poUa,  438,  4MI.  482.  497. 

portua,  145, 152,420. 

Biobard'a  IUneTai7,  original 
text,  480. 

Ricnea,  iale,  463. 

Boman  roada  in  Britain,  125, 
47^-500. 

Romana  insula,  446. 

Roim,  iale  of  Tlianet,  45, 397. 

Rateni.  138. 

Ratunium,  itatfon,  484. 

R^knield  Street,  478. 

Sabrlna,  eatoarj,  rlrer.  111, 

440. 442,  443.  445. 

strait  of.  441. 

Sabrinam  (Ad^,  sUtion,  493. 
Saenun,  promontory,  460. 
Saeaaenaeg  habail,  404. 
Salina.  445,  479.  492. 

Salt  Way,  the  Upper,  479. 
Sarioonum.  442,  496. 
Sama,  isle,  4'  3. 
Searbnrh,  Old  SAmm,  8. 
Sceapige,  the  Isle  of  Sheppey, 

21. 
Scotti,  459,  461,  464,  468. 
Seocandune,  Seekington,  17. 
Seeanda,  prov  ,  436, 437. 442. 
Seguntiaci,  438.  439,  497. 
SMontiaro,  Seguntium.stip.. 

440.443.  4.37. 477, 483, 484. 
Selgora.  449. 

Selgovia,  region  of,  449. 
Selinam  (Ad),  sta..  4  0,  491. 
Selwoodsliire,  Sherborne,  14. 
Sens,  isles,  463. 
Senones.  429,  443,  464. 
Senas,  river,  400. 
Seteja,  river.  447. 
Set  tbirgmbiiil,  404. 
Sexta  Colon  ia,  sec  £boraewm. 
Sigdiles,  it<lef>,  463. 
SilimnuB,  i»les,  463. 
Sllures,  422.  442,  443,  470. 
Sistuntii,  447. 
Sistunti  *rum  Portos,  488. 
Sitomagus,  station,  484. 
Snotingabam,  Nottingh..  26. 
Sorbiodunu.n.  town,  Latian, 

439  457.  477.  498. 
Sore,  river.  114.  119. 
8outhainpt')n.  439 
Spinie,  station,  494. 
8t»ningbara,  Steyning.  49. 
Stemrugam,  Stonehenge?  49. 
Stipendiary  towns,  457. 
Stonehenge.  272. 
SinanesKaleh.  Whitbj,  13. 


Store,  river.  111. 
Sturiam  Ainnem  (Ad),  sta- 
tion, 484. 
Storius,  river,  438. 
Soanewic,  Swanwich,  69. 
Snlomagna,  station,  4JB2. 
Surius,  river,  446. 
Sygdiles,  isles,  441. 

Taixall,  451. 

Taixalonim,  promont.,  451. 

Tamara,  river,  498. 

town.  441.  477. 

Taaurus,  river,  441. 
Tamea,  4^2,  491. 
Tamesis,  station,  500. 
Tavnin  (Ad),  sUtion,  490. 
Taum,  477. 
Tavus.  river,  443,  4^1. 
Tenet,  isle  of  Thanet,  45. 
Termolns,  441,  477 
Tbamesifl,  river,   436,   439, 

443,444. 
Thanatos,  isle,  462. 
Thancastre,  186. 
Theodosia,    town,     Latian, 

452,  457. 
Themis,  colony,  named  A- 

qnm  Sella,  456,  465. 
Thomsnta,  68. 
Thole,  Islo,  419.  462. 
■  province,  452. 
Tibia,  river,  493. 
Tiggocobauc,     Nottingham, 

53. 
Tina,  river.  449.451. 
Tinam  (Adi.  sta.,  490,  491. 
Tintagel,  224. 
Tisam  (Ad),  436. 
Tofibos,  ri  rer.  444. 
Totness,  100.  207,  233. 
Towy,  river.  4()fi. 
Trajectus,  sUtion,  493. 
Trat  Treuroit.  river,  409. 
Triroontium,  449.  489,  490. 
Trinobantes,  444 
Trinobantia,  region  of,  444. 
Trinobantum,  lOH,  114.  122. 

131,137.142,145,392,445, 

477,  478. 
Tripontiuin,  sta..  483,  500. 
Trivonia,  river,  446. 
Trivunam  (Ad),  500. 
Troy,  New,  108. 
Toeda,  river,  449.  486. 
Toessis,  river,  452. 

town,  452. 

Toeasim  (Ad),  »ta.,  490,491 
Tomis,  city,  388. 

Uriooniom,  Uriooonlam,444, 

477,  483,  405. 
Urus,  river,  447. 
Uxaoonia,  station,  481. 
Uzalla,  rif««  440. 


UziUa,  Bumnt,  450. 

town.  441, 479. 

Uxellam  Amnem  (Ad),  it* 

tion,492. 
Uxellam,  town,  440. 

Vaoomagl,  451. 
Vagnaca,  sUtion,  483.  497 
Valentia,  province,  436,  450, 

471. 
Vallia-dolorio,  408. 
Vallom  of  Hadrian.  466. 
Antoniiioa,  450. 


416. 


—  Sevenu,  436,  448 


(Ad),  station,  484 


480-491. 
Vandoaria,  450. 
Varar,  estoaiy,  437,  452. 

river,  437,  452. 

Varia.  sUtion.  483.  491. 
Vatar»,  sUUon,  489. 
Vecta,  Veetia,  iale,  6,  7,  8 

462,469. 
Voctorones.  451. 
Velatorii,  460. 
Veneti,  422,  463. 
Venicnii,  islands,  450. 
Venioniam,  head  or  promon* 

tory,  459. 
Vtnisnia,  island,  459. 
Vennicnii,  459. 
Vennonis,  496. 
Venrioones.  451. 
Venrbmentom,  station,  496 
Venta,  Belgarum.  slip.,  439. 

446,  457,  479,  496,  498. 
Cenom.    or    Icenor , 

stip.,  446,  457,  484,  485. 
Silorom,  stlp.,  442. 

457,  479.  493. 
Ventagladia,  station,  496. 
Verincione,  494. 
Verolamiom,    Vcrolamiom. 

monicipal,  445,  456,  4C5. 

417, 482. 
Verobinm,   or  Vinvedroni, 

promontory,  454. 
Vespasiana,  province,   436, 

450.  452. 
Via  Julia,  493. 
Victoria,  town  nndorthe  La* 

tUn  law,  4.51.457,491!,  491. 
Vidoa,  river,  459. 
Vegesimom,(Adt,tt.,493.49k 
Vmdelta,  Vindilios,  ulaud, 

440,463. 
Vindems,  river,  4u0. 
Vindomora,  station,  487. 
Vindomis,  496. 497.  500. 
Vindonom.  stip.,  439,  457 
Vinovlora,  Vindoviom,  447, 

477. 478,  486, 4S7. 
VinTedmm,VirTedram,pv»i 

mont«f7»454. 
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Viiiooonlom.    Viriconinm, 

483,484.     . 
yodi»,460. 

Vodiom,  promontory,  460. 
Volsu  Sinoa,  454. 
VolQba,  441>477.  498. 
Voloniil,  459,  4C0,  461. 
VonmU,  sUUon,  489. 

Walls,  Boman,  441 


WanAtinft  Wantage,  43. 
Wantaom,  eatoair,  397,462. 
WalM,  441. 
WaUing  Sb^t,  476. 
Wedale,  or  Wodale,  408. 
West  Cheater,  442. 
Wiccil.  63. 

Wiogambeorff,  Wembnr7,44 
Wight,  island,  see  Veeta, 
Waolod,  Welland,  riTer,  37 


WeetiBaria,  IftS. 
WilaaBtnm,  WUtahii^  iO. 
Wiaseana,  164. 
Wodnesbrig,  9. 
Wothneabeorghge,   WauL« 

rpugh,  14. 
Wabbandnne,  8. 

YV41Yn7B,  island,  419 


ROMAN  PROVINCES  AND  ENGLISH  COUNTIEa 

1.  CoRifABU  AND  Danuon iA...reopIe  of  Cornwall  and  DoTonahire. 
S.  DuBonuan. Dorsetshire. 

5.  Bblojb Somerset,  Wilts,  and  the  greater  part  of 

Hants,  inclading  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

4  AmsBATii Berkshire.  ' 

ff.  ^oKi   Surrey,  Sussex,  and  the  aovth-eastan  part  of 

Hants. 

C  CAJfTti Kent. 

7.  TaiNOBANTss Middlesex  and  Essex. 

6.  IcsMi SuiTolk,  Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Bontlrg- 

doDshire. 

9.  CAnxucHLANi Bucks,  Bedford,  and  Hertfordshire. 

10.  DoBONi Gloucestershire  and  Oxfordshire. 

11.  SiLURKS  Hereford,  Monmouth,  Badnor,  Brecon,  and 

Glamorganshire. 

12.  DiMXTX   Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  and  Cardiganshire. 

13.  Oroovicbs  Flint,  Denbigh,  Merioneth,  Montgomeiy,  Car> 

narronshire,  and  Anglesey. 

14.  CoaifAvn Cheshire,  Shropahire,  Stafford,  Warwick,  and 

Woreoatershire. 

15.  CoRiTANi Lincoln,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Leicester,  Rat* 

land^  and  Northamptonshire. 

I6w  BaiOAJrrxs Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  Wettmoriand,  0«» 

berland,  and  Durham. 

17.  ATTAonn,  or  Ottaouni...  Northumberland. 
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OP  BOOKS  CONTAINED  IN 

BOHN'S    LIBRARIES 


DtiaUed  Catalogue^  arranged  according  to  ihe  various 
Libraries^  will  be  sent  on  application. 


ADDISON'S  WorkB.  With  the 
Notes' of  Bishop  Hurd,  Portrait, 
and  8  Plates  of  Medals  and  Coins. 
Edited  by  H.  G.  Bohn.  6  vols. 
3J.  6d.  each. 

JBSGHYLXJS,  The  Dramas  of. 
Translated  into  English  Verse  by 
Anna  Sv^anwick.  4th  Edition, 
revised.     51. 

The  Tragedies  of.  Trans- 
lated into  Prose  by  T.  A.  Buckley, 
B.A.    3J.  6d, 

AGASSIZ  and  GOXTLDS  Out- 
line of  OomparaUye  Physi- 
ology. Enlarged  by  Dr.  Wright 
With  390  Woodcuts.     51. 

ALITBRI'S  Tragedies.  Trans- 
lated into  English  Verse  by  Edear 
A.  Bowring,  C.B.  2  vob.  31.  od, 
each. 

AIiIiEN*S  (Joseph,  R.  N.)  BatUes 
of  the  British  Nayy.  Revised 
Edition,  with  57  Steel  Engravings. 
2  vols.     5j.  each. 

AMMIANUS  MARGSLLINUS. 
History  of  Rome  during  the 
Reipns  of  Constantius,  Julian, 
JoTiantts,  Valentinian^  and  Valens. 


Translated  by  Prot  C.  D.  Yonge, 
M.A.    Ts,  6d.  , 

ANDBRSBN'S  Danish  Legends 
and  Fairy  Tales.  Translated' 
by  Caroline  Peachey.  With  120 
Wood  Engravings.    $s, 

ANTONIKUS  (M.  AoreUus).  The 
Thoughts  of.  Trans,  literally, 
with  Notes  and  Introduction  by 
George  Long,  M.A.    3^.  6d, 

APOLLONIUS  RHODIUS. 
'The  Argonautlca.'  Translated 
by  E.  P.  Coleridge,  B.A. 

APPIAN'S  Roman  History. 
Translated  by  Horace  White, 
M.A.,  LLD.  With  Maps  and 
Illustrations.     2  vols.    dr.  each. 

APULBIUS,  The  Works  o£i 
Comprising  the  Golden  Ass,  God 
of  Socrates,  Florida,  and  Dis- 
course of  Magic     5/. 

ARIOSTO'S  Orlando  Fiirloso. 
Translated  info  English  Verse  by 
W.  S.  Rose.  With  PorUait,  and  2  \ 
Steel  Engravings.  2  vols.  5i.  each. 

ARISTOPHANES'  Comedies. 
TrausUted  by  W.  J.  Hiclde.  2 
vols.     y.  each. 


An  Alphabetical  List  of  6ooks 


ARISTOTLE'S  Nioomaohean 
Ethloa.  Translate,  with  InUo- 
duction  and  Notes,  by  the  Vener- 
able Archdeacon  Browne.     S-'* 

PoUtios      and   Eoooomlos. 


Translated  by  E.  Walford,  M.A., 
with  Introduction  by  Dr.  Gillies. 

MetaphyBloB.    Translated  by 


the    Rev.   John    H.    M'Mahon, 
M.A.    5J. 

—  History  of  Animals.    Trans. 


by  Richard  Cresswell,  M.A.    5^. 

Organon;  or,  Logical  Trea- 
tises, and  the  Introduction  of 
Porphyry.  Translated  by  the 
Rev.  O.  F.  Owen,  M.A.  2  vols. 
3J.  6d.  each. 

Rhetoric    and    PoatioB. 

Trans,  by  T.  Buckley,  B.A.     51. 

ARRIAN'S  Anabasis  of  Alex- 
ander,  together  with  the  Indlca. 
Translated  by  E.  J.  Chinnock, 
M.A.,  LL.D.  With  Maps  and 
Plans.     5j. 

ATHENiElUS.  The  DeipnoBO- 
phlsts;  or,  the  Banquet  of  the 
learned.  Trans,  by  rrof.  C.  D. 
Yonge,  M.A.    3  vols.     51.  each. 

BACON'S  Moral  and  Hlstorloal 
Works,  including  the  Essays, 
Apophthegms,  Wisdom  of  Uie 
Ancients,  New  Atlantis,  Henry 
VII.,  Henry  VIII.,  Eliiabeth, 
Henry  Prince  of  Wales,  History 
of  Great  Britain,  Julius  Caesar, 
'\nd  Augustus  Caesar.  £kiited  by 
J.  Devey,  M.A.  •  y,  dd, 

- —  Noyum  Organum  and  Ad- 
vancement of  Learning.  Edited 
by  J.  Devey,  M.A     5J. 

MASS'S  Lexicon  to  the  Greek 
Testament.    2i. 


BAX'S  Manual  of  the  mstory 
of  Philosophy,  for  the  use  01 
SiudenU.  By  £.  Belfort  Bax.    51. 

BEAUMONT  and  FLBTOSSR, 
their  finest  Scenes,  Lyrics,  and 
other  Beauties,  selected  ^m  the 
whole  of  their  works,  and  edited 
by  Leigh  Hunt.    3^.  6d, 

BEOHSTEIN'S  Gage  and 
Ghamber  Birds,  their  Natural 
History,  Habits,  Food,  Diseases, 
and  Modes  of  Capture.  Translated, 
with  considerable  additions  00 
Structure,  Migration,  and  Eco- 
nomy, by  H.  G.  Adams.  Together 
with  SwBRT  British  Warble&s. 
With  43  coloured  Plates  and 
Woodcut  Illustrations.     5^. 

BEDE'S  (Venerable)  EooleBiaa- 
tloal  Hiatory  of  England.  To- 
gether with  the  Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle.  Edited  by  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.C.L.    With  Map.     51. 

BELL  (Sir  Gharles).  The  Ana- 
tomy and  Philosophy  of  Ex- 
preesion,  as  oonneoted  with 
the  Fine  Arts.  By  Sir  Charles 
Bell,  K.H.     7th  edition,  revised. 

BERKELEY  (George),  Bishop 
of  Gloyne,  The  Works  of. 
E>iited  by  George  Sampson.  With 
Biographical  Introduction  by  the 
Right  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  M.P. 
3  vols.    5j.  each. 

BION.    See  Theocritus. 

BJ6rNSON*S  Ame  and  the 
Fisher  Lassie.  Translated  by 
W.  H.  Low,  M.A    3J.  6d. 

BLAIR'S  Ghronologioal  Tables 
Revised  and  Enlarged.  Compre- 
hending the  Chronology  and  His- 
tory of  the  World,from  the  Earliest 
Times  to  the  Russian  Treaty  of 
Peace,  AprU  1856.  %  J.  WU- 
loughby  Rosse.    Doable  voL  lor. 


Contained  in  Bohtis  Libraries, 
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BLAIB'S  Indwz  of  Dates.  Com- 
prehending the  principal  Facts  in 
the  Chronology  and  History  of 
the  World,  alphabetically  ar- 
ranged; being  a  complete  Index 
to  Blair's  Chronological  Tables. 
By  J.  W.  Rosse.   2  vols.   51.  each. 

BLEEF,  Introduction  to  the 
Old  Testament  Bv  Friedrich 
Bleek.  Edited  by  Johann  Bleek 
and  Adolf  Karaphausen.  Trans- 
lated by  G.  H.  Venables,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Rev.  Canon 
Venables.     2  vols.     5/.  each. 

BOBTHIITS'S  Consolation  of 
Philosophy.  King  Alfred's  Anglo- 
Saxon  Version  of.  With  a  literal 
English  Translation  on  opposite 
pages,  Notes,  Introduction,  and 
Glossary,  by  Rev.  S.  Fox,  M.A. 

BOHN'S  Dictionary  of  Poetloal 
Quotations     4th  edition.    6j. 

Handbooks  of  Athletio 

Sports.  In  8  vols.,  each  con- 
taining numerous  Illustrations. 
y.  6d,  each. 

I.—  Cricket,  Lawu  Tennis, 
Tennis,  Rackets,  Fives, 
Golf. 

II. — Rowing  and  Sculling, 
Sailing,  Swimming. 

III.  -  Boxing,  Broadsword, 

Single  Stick,&c. ,  Wrest- 
ling, Fencing. 

IV.  —Rugby  Football,  Associa- 

Uon  Football,  Baseball, 
Rounders,  Field  ball. 
Quoits,  Skittles,  Bowls, 
Curling. 

v.— Cycling,  Athletics,  Skat- 
ing. 

VI. — Practical  Horsemanship, 
including  Riding  for 
Ladies. 

VII. — Camping  Out,  Canoeing. 

VIII. — Gymnastics,  Indian  Clubs. 


BOBM13  Handbooks  of  Oames. 
New  edition.  In  2  vols.,  with 
numerous  Illustrations  y,  6d, 
each. 

Vol.  I.— Table  Games:— Bil- 
liards, Chess,  Draughts,  Back- 
gammon, Dominoes,  Solitaire, 
Reversi,  Go-Bang,  Rouge  etNoir, 
Roulette,  E.G.,  Tlaxard,  Faro. 

Vol.  II.  —  Card  Games  :  — 
Whist,  Solo  Whbt,  Poker,  Piquet, 
Ecart^,  Euchre,  B^zique,  (Trib- 
bage.  Loo,  Vingt-et-un,  Napoleon, 
Newmarket,  Pope  Joan,  Specula- 
tion, &c.,  &C. 

BOND'S  A  Handy  Book  of  Roles 
and  Tables  for  verifying  Dates 
with  the  Christian  Era,  &c.  Giving 
an  account  of  the  Chief  Eras  and 
Systems  used  by  various  Nations  ; 
with  the  easy  Methods  for  deter- 
mining the  Corresponding  Dates. 
By  J.  J.  Bond.     5^. 

BONOMI'S   Nineveh   and   its 
Palaces.    7  Plates  and  294  WooJ 
cut  Illustrations.     %s, 

BOSWELL*S  Life  of  Johnson, 
with  the  Tour  in  the  Hebrides 
and  JOHNSONIANA.  Edited  bv 
the  Rev.  A.  Napier,  M.A.  Vi  ith 
Frontispiece  to  each  vol.  6  vols. 
3^.  6d.  each. 

BRAND'S  Popular  Antiquities 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land. Arranged,  revised,  and 
greatly  enlarge],  by  Sir  Henry 
Ellis,  K.H.,  F.R.S..  Ac,  &c.  3 
vols.    5j.  each. 

BREMER'S  (Frederika)  Works. 
Translated  by  Mary  Howitt.  4 
vols.     3^.  6^.  each. 

BRIDGWATER   TREATISES. 

BeU  (Sir  Oharles)  on  the  Hand. 

With  numerous  Woodcuts.     5/. 

Kirby  on  the  History,  Habits, 
and  Instlnctsl  of  Animals. 
Edited  by  T.[Rymer  Jones. 
Wiih  upwards  of  100  Wordcuts. 
2  vols.     5x.  each. 


An  A^habetical  List  of  Books 


Bridgwater  Trbatisbs  eontinuid, 

Eldd  on  the  Adaptation  of  Sx- 
temal  Nature  to  the  Fhysloal 
Oondltlon  of  Man.    31.  6d» 

Chalmers  on  the  Adaptation 
of  External  Nature  to  the 
Moral  and  lutellectual  Oon- 
Btitutlon  of  Man.    5^. 

BRINK  (B.  ten)  Early  English 
Literature.  By  Bernhard  ten 
Brink.  Vol.  I.  ToWyclif.  Trans- 
lated by  Horace  M.  Kennedy. 
3/.  6d, 

Vol.  II.  Wyclif,  Chaucer,  Ear- 
liest Drama  Renaissance.  Trans- 
lated by  W.  Clarke  Robinson, 
Ph.D.    3J.  6d. 

Vol.  III.  From  the  Fourteenth 
Century  to  the  Death  of  Surrey. 
Edited  by  Dr.  Alois  Branal. 
Trans,  by  L.  Dora  Schmitz. 
3J.  M, 

Five  Lectures  on  Shake- 
speare. Trans,  by  Julia  Franklin. 
3f.  td^ 

BROWNE'S  (SirThoma8)Works 
Edited  by  Simon  Wilkin.    3  vols 
y.  dd.  each. 

BURKE'S  Works.  8  vols.  3/.  6d, 
each. 

I. — Vindication  of  Natural  So- 
ciety— Essay  on  the  Sub- 
lime and  Beautiful,  and 
various  Political  Miscel- 
lanies. 

II. — Reflections  on  the  French 
Revolution  — *  Letters  re- 
lating to  the  Bristol  Elec- 
tion—  Speech  on  Fox*s 
East  India  Bill,  &c. 

III. — Appeal  from  the  New  to  the 
Old  Whigs— On  the  Na- 
bob of  Arcot's  Debts  — 
The  Catholic  Claims,  &c. 


Burkb's  Works  camtimud, 

rV. — Report  on  the  Af&iirs  of 
India,  and  Articles  of 
Charge  against  Warren 
Hastmgs. 

V. — Conclusion  of  the  Articles  of 
Charge  against  Warren 
Hastings — Political  Let- 
ters on  the  American  War, 
on  a  Regicide  Peace,  to 
the  Empress  of  Russia. 

VI. — Miscellaneous  Speeches  — 
Letters  and  Fragments — 
Abridgments  of  English 
History,  &c.  With  a 
General  Index. 

VII.  &  VIII.— Speeches  on  the  Im- 
peachment of  Warren 
Hastings ;  and  Letters. 
With  Index.  2  vols, 
3^.  6d,  each. 

Life.    By  Sir  J.  Prior.  3x.  6d, 

BURNET'S  Evelina.  By  Frances 
Bumey  (Mme.  D'Arblay).  With 
an  Introduction  and  Notes  by 
A.  R.  Ellis.    3J.  6d 

Oecllla.  With  an  Introduc- 
tion and  Notes  by  A.  R.  Ellis. 
2  vols.     3^.  6d,  each. 

BURN  (R)  Anoient  Rome  and 
its  Neighbourhood.  An  Illus- 
trated Handbook  to  the  Ruins  in 
the  City  and  the  Campagoa,  for 
the  use  of  Travellers.  By  Robert 
Bum,  M.A.  With  numerous 
Illustrations,  Maps,  and  Plans. 
7J.  6d, 

BURNS  (Robert).  Life  of.  By 
J.  G.  Lockhart,  D.C.L.  A 
new  and  enlarged  Edition.  Re- 
vised by  William  Scott  Douglas. 
3^.  6</. 

BURTON'S  (Robert)  Anatomy  of 
Melancholy.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
A.  R.  Shilleto,  M.A.  With  In- 
troduction  by  A.  H.  Bullen,  and 
full  Index.    3  vols.    y.  6d,  each. 
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BURTON  (Sir  R.  F.)  PWBonal 
NarratiTe  of  a  PUgrtmage  to 
Al-Madlnah  and  Meooah  By 
Captain  Sir  Richard  F.  Burton, 
K.C.M.G.  With  an  Introduction 
by  Stanley  Lane- Poole,  and  all 
the  original  Illustrations.  2  vols. 
3J.  6d,  each. 

♦*♦  This  is  the  copyright  edi- 
tion, containing  the  author's  latest 
notes 

BUTLER'S  (Bishop)  Analogy  of 
Religion,  Natural  and  Revealed, 
to  the  Constitution  and  Course  of 
Nature ;  together  with  two  Dis- 
sertation«  on  Personal  Identity  and 
on  the  Nature  of  Virtue,  and 
Fifteen  Sermons,     y.  6d, 

BUTLER'S  (Samuel)  Hudlbraa 
With  Variorum  Notes,  a  Bio- 
graphy, Portrait,  and  28  Illus- 
trations.   $s, 

or,  further  Illustrated  with  60 

Outline  Portraits.      2  vols.     $j. 
each. 

GiBSAR.  Commentaries  on  the 
OaUlo  and  Civil  Wars  Trans- 
lated by  W.  A.  McDevitte.  B.A. 

CA  If  GENS'  Lnslad  ;  or,  the  Dis- 
covery of  India.  An  Epic  Poem. 
Translated  by  W.  J.  Mickle.  5th 
Edition,  revised  by  E.  R.  Hodges, 
M  C.P.    3J.  6d. 

CARAFAS  (The)  of  Bffaddalonl 
Naples  under  Spanish  Dominion. 
Translated  from   the  German  of 
Al  red  de  Reumont.     31.  6d, 

CaRLYLE'S  Sartor  Resartus. 
With  75  Illustrations  by  Edmund 
J.  Sullivan.     $s, 

CARPENTER'S    (Dr.    W.    B.) 

Zoology.     Revised   Edition,   by 

W.  S.  Dallas,  F.L.S.    With  very 

numerous  Woodcuts.    Vol.  I.  dr. 

[  W  //,  auf  of  print. 


OARPENTSB'S  Meflhawlnal 
Philosophy.  Astronomy,  and 
Horology.    181  Woodcuts.    $;. 

Vegetable  Physiology    and 

Systematio  Botany.  Revised 
Edition,  by  E.  Lankestcr,  M.D., 
&c  With  very  numerous  Wood- 
cuts,   dr. 

Animal  Physiology.   Revised 


Edition.     With  upwards  of  300 
Woodcuts,     dr. 

CASTLE  (E.)  Sohools  and 
Maateni  of  Fence,  from  the 
Middle  Ages  to  the  End  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century.  By  Egerton 
Castle,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  With  a 
Complete  Bibliography.  Illus- 
trated with  140  Reproductions  of 
Old  Engraving  and  6  Plates  of 
Swords,  showmg  114  Examples. 

CATTERMOLE'S  Eveningi  at 
Haddon  HalL  With  24  En- 
gravings on  Steel  f^om  designs  l^ 
Cattermole,  the  Letterpress  by  the 
Baroness  de  Carabella.    51. 

CATULLUS,  Tlbullus,  and  the 
Vigil  of  Venus.  A  Literal  Prose 
Translation.     5^. 

CELLINI  (Benvenuto).  Me- 
moirs of.  written  by  Himself. 
Translated  by  Thomas  Roscoe. 
3J.  d/. 

CERVANTES'  Don  Quixote  de 
la  Manoha.  Motteaux*s  Trans- 
lation revised.  2  vols.  31.  d/. 
each. 

Oalatea.  ^  Pastoral  Ro- 
mance. Translated  by  G.  W.  J. 
Gyll.     3J.  d/. 

Exemplaxy  Novels.  Trans- 
lated by  Walter  K.  Kelly.  3^.  d/. 

CHAUCER'S  Poetioal  Works. 
Edited  by  Robert  Bell.  Revised 
Edition,  wilh  a  Preliminary  Essay 
by  Prof.  W.  W.  Skeat,  Nl.A.  4 
Tok      3r.  6k/.  each. 
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ORSSS  OONaRESS  of  1863. 

A  Collection  of  the  Games  played. 
Edited  by  J.  Lowenthal.     S*. 

OHBVRBTTI*  on  Colour.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  by  Charl^ 
Martel.  Third  Edition,  with 
Plates,  Sf. ;  or  with  an  additional 
series  of  i6  Plates  in  Colours, 

OHILLINQWORTH'S  Religion 
of  Protestants.  A  Safe  Way  to 
Salvation.     31.  ^ 

CHINA,  Pictorial,  Descriptive, 
and  HlstoricaL  With  Map  and 
nearly  100  Illustrations.     5^. 

CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CRU- 
SADES. Contemporary  Narra- 
tives of  the  Crusade  of  Richard 
Coeur  de  Lion,  by  Richard  of 
Devices  and  Geoffrey  de  Vinsauf ; 
and  of  the  Crusade  at  St.  Louis, 
by  Lord  John  de  Joinville.  $5. 
CICERO'S  Orations.  Translated 
by  Prof.  C.  D.  Yonge,  M.A.  4 
vols.    5^.  each. 

Letters.  Translated  by  Evelyn 

S.  Shuckburgh.   4  vols.    51.  each. 

On   Oratory  and   Orators. 

With  Letters  to  Quintus  and 
Brutus.  Translated  by  the  Rev. 
J.  S.  Watson,  M.A.     5/. 

On  the  Nature  of  the  Oods, 

Divination,  Fate,  Laws,  a  Re- 
public, Consulship.  Translated 
by  Prof.  C.  D.  Yonge,  M.A.,  and 
Francis  Barham.    5^. 

Academics,  De  Finibus,  and 

Tusculan  Questions.  By  Prof. 
C  D.  Yonge.  M.A.  5j. 
CICERO'S  Offices ;  or.  Moral 
Duties.  Cato  Major,  an  Essay 
on  Old  Ace;  Laelius,  an  Essay 
on  Friendship;  Scipio's  Dream; 
Paradoxes  ;  L'^tier  to  Quintus  on 
Magistrates.  Translated  by  C.  R. 
Edmonds,     y.  td. 

CORNELIUS    NBPOS.— i^ 
Justin. 


CLARK'S  (Hn^)  Introdiiotlon 
to  Heraldry.  18th  Edition,  Re 
vised  and  Enlarged  by  J.  R. 
Planch^,  Rouge  Croix.  With 
nearly  1000  Illustrations.  5J.  Or 
with  the  Illustrations   Coloured, 

I  SI. 

CLASSIC  TALES,  containing 
Rasselas,  Vicar  of  Wakefield, 
Gulliver's  Travels,  and  The  Senti- 
mental Journey.     3J.  6rf. 

COLERIDGE'S  (3.  T.)  Friend. 
A  Series  of  Fssays  on  Morals, 
Politics,  and  Religion,     p.  6^. 

Aids  to  Reflection,  and  the 

Confessions  of  an  Inquiring 
Spirit,  to  which  are  added  the 
Essays  on  Faith  and  the  Book 
OF  Common  Prayrr.     y.  6d, 

Lectures    and    Notes    on 

Shakespeare  and  other  English 
Poets.    Edited  by  T.A^he    y.6(i. 

—  Blographia  Llteraria;  to- 
gether with  Two  Lay  Sermons. 
3^.  6d, 

TablA-Talk  and   Omnlana. 

Edited  by  T.  Ashe,  B.A.     y.  6d. 

Miscellanies,  -Esthetic  and 

Literary;  10  which  is  added. 
The  Theory  of  Life.     Col- 

1       lected  and  arranged  by  T.  Ashe» 

I       B.A.     v.  6d. 

I  COMTfi*S  Positive  Philosophy. 

1  Translated    and    condensed    by 

I  Harriet  Martineau.     With  InUo- 

i  duction    by    Frederic    Harrison. 

I  3  vnls.     S^-  ^^^' 

COMTE'S    Philosophy    of    the 

Sciences,  being  an  Exposition  of 

i       the  Principles  of  the    Ccurs  de 

PhiiosophU  Positive,     By  G    H. 

Lewes.     $J. 

CONDE'S  History  of  tUe  Do- 
minion of  the  Arabs  In  Spain. 
Translated  by  Mrs.  Foster.  3 
vols.     3*.  ^  each. 


Contained  tn  Boh$Cs  Libraries, 


OOOPJQR'S  Blognypbloal  Dlo- 
Uonary.  Containing  Concise 
Notices  (upwards  of  15,000)  of 
Eminent  Persons  of  all  ^es  and 
Countries.  By  Thompson  Cooper, 
F.S.A.  With  a  Supplement, 
brinmng  the  work  down  to  1883. 
2  vols.    5^.  each. 

OOXE'S  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough.  With  his  original 
Correspondence.  By  W.  Q)xe, 
M.A.,  F.R.S.  Revised  edition 
by  John  Wade.  3  vols.  3J.  dd. 
each. 

•<»*  An  Atlas  of  the  plans  of 
Marlborough's  campaigns,  4to. 
lOf.  (td, 

History   of  the   House   of 

Austria  (1218-1792).  With  a 
Continuation  from  the  Accession 
of  Francis  I.  to  the  Revolution  of 
1848.    4  vols.    3J.  dd,  each. 

ORAIK'S  (Q.  L.)  Pursuit  of  Know- 
ledge  under  Dlffloultles.  Illus- 
trated by  Anecdotes  and  Memoirs. 
Revised  edition,  with  numerous 
Woodcut  Portraits  and  Plates.   51. 

CRTJISSHANS'S  Punch  and 
Judy.  The  Dialogue  of  the 
Puppet  Show  ;  an  Account  of  its 
Origin,  &c.  With  24  Illustra- 
tions, and  Coloured  Plates,  de- 
signed and  engraved  by  G.  Cruik- 
shank.     51. 

CXTKNINGHAMS  Lives  of  the 
Most  Eminent  British  Painters. 
A  New  Edition,  with  Notes  and 
Sixteen  fresh  Lives.  By  Mrs. 
Heaton.     3  volii.     31.  dd,  each. 

DANT£.  Divine  Comedy.  Trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  H.  F.  Cary, 
M.A.     3 J.  dd. 

' Translated  into  English  Verse 

by  I.  C.  Wright,  M.A.  3rd  Edi- 
tion, revised.  With  Portrait,  and 
34  lUustntioDs  on  Steel,  after 
Flaxman. 


DANTE.  The  Inferno.  A  Literal 
Prose  Translation,  with  the  Text 
of  the  Original  printed  on  the  same 
page.   By  John  A.  Carlyle,  M.D. 

The  Purgatorlo.     A  Literal 

Prose  Translation,  with  the  Text 
printed  on  the  same  page.  By 
W.  S.  Dugdale.     Ss, 

DE  COMMINIDS  (Philip),  Me- 
moirs of.  ContainiM  the  Histories 
of  Louis  XL  and  Charles  VIII., 
Kings  of  France,  and  Charles 
the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy. 
Together  with  the  Scandalous 
Chronicle,  or  Secret  History  of 
Louis  XL,  by  Jean  de  Troyes. 
Transhited  by  Andrew  R.  Scoblc. 
With  Portraits.  2  vols.  3/.  6d. 
each. 

DEFOE'S  Novels  and  Misoel- 
laneous  Works.  With  Prefaces 
and  Notes,  including  those  attri- 
buted to  Sir  W.  Scott.  7  vols. 
3J.  6d,  each. 

!•— ^Captain    Singleton,    and 
Colonel  Jack. 

n. — Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier, 
Captain  Carleton, 
Didcory  Cronke,  &c 

III.— Moll  Flanders,  and  the 
History  of  the  Devil. 

IV. — Roxana,  and  Life  of  Mrs. 
Christian  Davies. 

v.— Histoyof  theGreat  Plague 
of  London,  1665  >  '^ ^^ 
Storm  (1703) ;  and  the 
True-born  Englishman. 

VI.— Duncan  Campbell,  New 
Voyage  round  the 
World,  and  Political 
Tracts. 

VIl, — Robinson  Crusoe. 

DE  LOLME  on  the  Oonstitution 
of  tlngland.  Edited  by  John 
Macgregor.    3i.  6d* 
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DSMMHTB  History  of  Arnus 
and  Armour,  from  the  Earliest 
Period.  By  Auguste  Demmin. 
Translated  by  C.  C.  Black,  M.A. 
With  nearly  2000  Illustrations. 
7J.  6d, 

DEMOSTHENES'  Orations. 
Translated  by  C.  Rann  Kennedy. 
5  vols.  Vol.  I.,  y,  6d.i  Vols. 
II.-V.,  5J.  each. 

BE  STA!EL'S  Gorlnne  or  Itedy. 
By  Madame  de  Stael.  Trans- 
lated by  Emily  Baldwin  and 
Paulina  Driver.    31.  6d, 

DEVEY'S  liOgio,  or  the  Science 
of  Inference.  A  Popular  Manual. 
By  J.  Devey.    51. 

DICTIONARY  of  Latin  and 
Greek  Quotations ;  including 
Proverbs,  Maxims,  Mottoes,  Law 
Terms  and  Phrases.  With  all  the 
Quantities  marked,  and  English 
Translations.  With  Index  Ver- 
borum  (622  pages).     $s, 

DICTIONARY  of  Obsolete  and 
Proylnoial  English.  Compiled 
by  Thomas  Wright,  M.A.,  F.S  A., 
&c.     2  vob.    5j.  each. 

DIDRON'S  Christian  Icono- 
graphy: a  History  of  Christian 
Art  in  the  Middle  AG;es.  Trans- 
lated by  E.  J  Milungton  and 
completed  by  Margaret  Stokes. 
With  240  Illustrations.  2  vols. 
5^.  each. 

DIOGENES  LAERTIXTS.  Lives 
and  Opinions  of  the  Anoient 
Philosophers.  Translated  by 
Prof.  C.  D.  Yonge,  M.A.    51. 

DOBREE'S  Adversaria.  Edited 
by  the  late  Prof.  Wagner.  2  vols. 
5^.  each. 

DODD*S  Epigrammatists.  A 
Seleotion  from  the  Epigrammatic 
Literature  of  Ancient,  Mediaeval, 
and  Modem  Times.  By  the  Rev. 
Henry  PhiUp  Dodd,  M.A.  Ox- 
ford. 2nd  Edition,  revised  and 
enlarged,    dr. 


DONALDSON'S  The  Theatre  of 
the  Greeks.  A  Treatise  on  the 
History  and  Exhibition  of  the 
Greek  Drama.  With  numerous 
Illustrations  and  3  Plans.  By  John 
William  Donaldson,  D.D.     $s. 

DRAPER'S  History  of  the 
Intelleotual  Development  of 
Europe.  Byjohn  William  Draper, 
M.D.,  LL.D.    2  vols.    5j.  each. 

DXJNLOP'S  History  of  Fiotton. 
A  new  Edition.  Revised  by 
Henry  Wilson.    2  vols.    51.  each. 

DYER  (Dr  T.  H.).  Pompeii :  its 
Buildings  and  Antiquities.  By 
T.  H.  Dyer,  LL.D.  With  nearly 
300  Wood  Engravings,  a  large 
Map,  and  a  Plan  of  the  Forum. 
7s,  6d. 

The  City  of  Rome :  its  History 

and  Monuments.    WitH  Illustra- 
tions.    5j. 

DYER(T.P.  T.)  British  Popular 
Customs,  Present  and  Past. 
An  Account  of  the  various  Games 
and  Customs  associated  with  Dif- 
ferent Days  of  the  Year  in  the 
British  Isles,  arranged  according 
to  the  Gftlendar.  By  the  Rev. 
T.  F.  Thiselton  Dyer,  M.A.    $1. 

EBERS'  Egyptian  Prlnoess.  An 
Historical  Novel.  By  George 
Ebers.  Translated  by  E.  S. 
Buchheim.     31. 6d, 

EDGE  WORTH'S  Stories  for 
Children.  With  8  Illustrations 
by  L.  Speed.    3x.  6^. 

ELZE'S  William  Shakespeare. 
— See  Shakespeare. 

EMERSON'S    Works.      3  vols 
y.  6d,  each. 

I. — Essays,  Lectures  and  Poems. 

II.— English  Traits,  Nature,  and 
(x>ndact  of  life. 


Cantaimd  in  Bok$is  Libraries. 


Emerson's  Works  cpntinued, 

III. — Society  and  Solitude — Letters 
and  Social  aims  —  Miscel- 
laneous Papers  (hitherto 
uncollected)  —  May  Day, 
and  other  Poems. 

ELLIS  (G-.)  Specimens  of  Early 
fnngif«h  Metrical  Romances. 
With  an  Historical  Introduction 
on  the  Rise  and  Progress  of 
Romantic  Composition  in  France 
and  England.  Revised  Edition. 
By  J.  O.  HalUwell,  F.  R.S.    $5. 

ENNEMOSEB'S  History  of 
Magic.  Translated  by  William 
Howitt.    2  vols.    5j.  each. 

EPICTETX7S.  The  Dlsoouraea  of. 
With  the  Encheiridion  and 
Fragments.  Translated  by  George 
Long,  M.A.    5j. 

EURIPIDES.  A  New  Literal 
Translation  in  Prose.  By  E  P. 
Coleridge,  M.A.   2  vols.   y.  each. 

EUTROPIUS.— 5^  Justin. 

EUSEBIXTS  PAMPHILUS, 
EccleslaBtlcal  History  of.  Trans- 
lated by  Rev.  C.  F.  Crwse,  M,  A.  5 j. 

EVELYK'S  Diary  and  Gorre- 
spondendence.  Edited  from  the 
Oiiginal  MSS.  by  W.  Biay, 
F.A.S.  With  45  engravings.  4 
vols.  5j.  each. 

FAIRHOLT'S  Coetame  In  Eng- 
land. A  History  of  Dress  to  the 
end  of  the  Eighteenth  Century. 
3rd  Edition,  revised,  by  Viscount 
Dillon,  V.P.S.A.  Illustrated  wiih 
above  700  Engravings.  2  vols. 
5/.  each. 

FIELDING'S  Adventures  of 
Joseph  Andrews  and  his  Friend 
Mr.  Abraham  Adams.  With 
Cruikshank*s  Illustrations.  3^.  td. 

History  of  Tom    Jones,    a 

Foundling.     With  Ciuikshank's 
Illustrations.  2  vols.  y.  6d,  each. 

Amelia.    With  Cruikshank*s 

{(lustfatioos.    cr. 


FLAZMAN'S  Lectures  cm  Sculp- 
ture. By  John  Flaxman,  R.A. 
With  Portrait  and  53  Plates.     6s. 

FLORENCE  of  WORCESTER'S 
Chronicle,  with  the  Two  Con- 
tinuations :  comprising  Annals  of 
English  History,  from  the  De- 
parture of  the  Romans  to  the 
Reign  of  Edward  I.  Translated 
by  Thomas  Forester,  M.A.    5^. 

FOSTER'S  (John)  Life  and  Cor- 
respondence. Edited  by  J.  E. 
Ryland.     2  vols,     y,  6d,  each, 

Orltieal  Essays.    Edited  bv 

J.  E.  Ryland.  2  vols.  31.  6a. 
each. 

Essays :  on  Decision  of  Cha- 
racter ;  on  a  Man's  writing  Me- 
moirs of  Himself ;  on  the  epithet 
Romantic ;  on  the  aversion  of 
Men  of  Taste  to  Evangelical  Re- 
ligion.    3^.  6d, 

Essays  on  the  Evils  of  Popular 

Ignorance  ;  to  which  is  added,  a 
Discourse  on  the  Propagation  of 
Christianity  in  India,    y.  6d, 

Essays  on  the  Improvement 

of  Time.  With  Notes  of 
Sermons  and  other  Pieces. 
y»6d. 

GASPARY'S  History  of  Italian 
Literature.  Translated  by  Her- 
man Oelsner,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 
Vol.  I.     3J.  6d. 

GEOFFREY  OF  MONMOUTH, 
Chronicle  of.^Set  Old  English 
Chronicles, 

GESTA  ROMANORT7M.  or  En- 
tertaining  Moral  Stories  invented 
by  the  Monks.  Translated  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  Swan  Revised 
Edition,  by  W3mnard  Hooper, 
B.A.    5J. 

OILDAS,  Chronlolas  ot^See  Old 
Englisl^  Cl^rtmclfs^ 
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aiBBON*S  DeoUne  and  Pftll  of 
tlie  Roman  Empire.  Complete 
and  Unabridged,  with  Varionim 
Notes.  Edited  by  an  English 
Churchman.  With  2  Maps  and 
Portrait.     7  vols.     3^.  6d.  each. 

GILBART'B  History,  PrinolpleB, 
and  Practloe  of  Banking.  By 
the  late  J.  W.  Gilbart,  F.R.S. 
New  Edition,  revised  by  A.  S. 
Michie.     2  vols.     ioj*. 

GIL  BLAB,  The  Adventures  ot 
Translated  from  the  French  of 
Lesage  by  Smollett.  With  24 
Engraviugs  on  Steel,  after  Srairke, 
and  10  Etchings  by  George  Cniik* 
shank.    6s, 

OIRALDUS  CAHBRENSIS' 
Hlstorloal  Works.  Translated 
by  Th.  Forester,  M.A.,  and  Sir 
R.  Colt  Hoare.  Revised  Edition, 
Edited  by  Thomas  Wright,  M.A., 
F.S.A.    51. 

GOETHE'S  Faust.  Part  I.  Ger- 
man Text  with  Hayward's  Prose 
Translation  and  Notes.  Revised 
by  C.  A.  Buchheim,  Ph.D.    $s, 

GOETHE'S  Works.     Translated 
into    English  by  various  hands. 
14  vols.    31.  6d.  each. 
I.  and  II. — Autobiography  and 
Annals. 

III.— Faust     Two    Parts,   com- 
plete.   (Swanwick.) 

IV.— Novels  and  Tales, 
v.— Wilhelm  Meister's  Appren- 
ticeship. 

VI.— Conversations  with  Ecker- 
mann  and  Soret. 

VIII.— Dramatic  Works. 
IX.— Wilhelm  Meister's  Travels. 

X. — Tour  in  Italy,  and  Second 
Residence  in  Rome. 
XI. — Miscellaneous  Travels. 
XII. — Early    and     Miscellaneous 

Letters. 
XIII. — Correspondence  with  Zelter. 

XIV.— Reineke  Fox,  West-Eastern 
pivan  and  Achilleid. 


GOLDSMITH'S  Works.  A  new 
Edition,  by  T.  W.  M.  Gibbs.  5 
vols.     31.  (m,  each. 

GRAMMONT'S  Memoirs  of  the 
Court  of  Charles  n  Edited  bv 
Sir  Walter  Scott.  Together  with 
the  BoscoBKL  Tracts,  including 
two  not  before  published,  Ac. 
New  Edition.     5^. 

GRAY'S  Letters.  Including  the 
Correspondence  of  Gray  and 
Mason.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
D.  C.  Tovey,  M.A.  Vol.  I. 
3J.  6d,  [VoL  ii.  in  the prtss, 

GREEK  ANTHOLOGY.  Trans- 
lated by  George  Burges,  M.A.   $s, 

GREEK  ROMANCES  of  HeUo- 
dorus,  Longos,  and  AohlUes 
Tatlus — vit.,  The  Adventures  of 
Theagenes  &  Chariclca ;  Amours 
of  Daphnis  and  Chloe ;  and  Loves 
of  Clitopho  and  Leucippe.  Trans- 
lated by  Rev.  R.  Smith,  M.A. 

GREGORY'S  Letters  on  the 
Evldenoea,  Doctrines,  A  Dutle» 
of  the  ChrlstUm  Religion.  By 
Dr.  Olinthus  Gre^.  ory.     ys.  (xL 

GREENE,  MARLOWE,  and 
BEN  JONSON.  Poems  of. 
Edited  by  Robert  Bell.     3j.  6rf. 

GRIMM'S  TALES.  With  the 
Notes  of  the  Original.  Translated 
by  Mrs.  A.  Hunt.  With  Intro- 
duction by  Andrew  Lang,  M.A. 
2  vols.    3J.  6(L  each. 

Gammer  Grethel;  or,  Ger- 


man Fairy  Tales  and  Popular 
Stories.  Containing  42  Fairy 
Talcs.  Trans,  by  ^gar  Taylor. 
With  numerous  Woodcuts  after 
George  Cruikshank  and  Ludwig 
Grimm.     3x.  6d, 

GROSSI'S  Marco  Ylsoontl. 
Translated  by  A.  F.  D.  The 
Ballads  rendered  into  English 
Vcfse  by  C.  M.  P.    y.  6d, 


Contained  in  Bokn^s  Librariei, 


n 


GUI£OT'S  History  of  the 
•Rngiinh  Revolution  of  1640. 
From  the  Accession  of  Charles 
I.  to  his  Death.  Translated  by 
William  Harlitt.     y,  6d. 

History  of  Oiylllaatlon,  from 

the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  to 
the  French  Revolution.  Trans- 
lated by  William  Hazlitt.  3  vols. 
3j.  6d,  each. 

HALL*S  (Rev.  Robert)  Mlsoel- 
laneous  Works  and  Remains. 
3J.  W. 

HAMPTON  COURT:  A  Short 
History  of  the  Manor  and 
Palaoe.  By  Ernest  Law,  B.A. 
With  numerous  Illustrations,    ^s, 

HARDWIGK*S  History  of  the 
Articles  of  Religion.  By  the  late 
C.  Hard  wick.  Revised  by  the 
Rev.  Francis  Procter,  M.A.    5J. 

HAUFF'S  Tales.  The  Caravan— 
The  Sheik  of  Alexandria— The 
Inn  in  the  Spessart.  Trans,  from 
the  German  by  S.  Mendel.  %5. 6d. 

HAWTHORNE'S  Tales.  4  vols. 
y,  6c/.  each. 

I. —Twice-told  Talcs,   and   the 

Snow  Image. 
II.-  Scarlet  Letter, and  the  House 
with  the  Seven  Gables. 
III. — Tmnsformation  [The  Marble 
Faun],  and  Blithedale  Ro- 
mance. 
IV. — Mosses  from  an  Old  Manse. 

HAZLITT^S  Table-talk.  Essays 
on  Men  and  Manners.  By  W. 
Hazlitt.     3J.  6d, 

Leotures  on  the  Literature 

of  the  Age  of  lUlzabeth  and  on 
Characters  of  Shakespeare's  Plays. 
3J.  6J. 

Lectures    on    the   £ngllsb 


Poets,  and  on  the  English  Comic 
Writers,     y,  td. 

—  The  Plain  Speaker.  Opinions 
on  Books,  Men,  and  Things,  y.ixi, 

—  Bonnd  Table.    31.  bd. 


HAZLITT'S  Sketohes  and 
Essays.  3^.  td, 

The  Spirit  of  the  Age ;   or, 

Contemporary  Portraits.  Edited 
by  W.  Carew  Haditt.    3J.  6d. 

HEATON'S  Conolse  History  of 
Painting,  ^cw  Edition,  revised 
by  Cosmo  Monkhouse.     51. 

HEGEL'S  Leoturee  on  the  Philo- 
sophy of  History.  Translated  by 
J.  Sibree,  M.A. 

HEINE'S    Poems,    Complete 
Translated  by  Edgar  A.  Bowring, 
C.B.    3J.  6d, 

Travel-Plotures,  including  the 

Tour  in  the  Harz,  Nordemey,  and 
Book  of  Ideas,  together  with  the 
Romantic  School.  Translated  by 
Francis  Storr.  A  New  Edition, 
revised  throughout.  With  Appen- 
dices and  Maps.     3J.  6d, 

HELP'S  Life  of  Christopher 
Columbus,  the  Discoverer  0/ 
America.  By  Sir  Arthur  Helps, 
K.C.B.     y.  6d, 

Life   of  Hernando   Cortes, 

and  the  Conquest  of  Mexico.  2 
vols.    3^.  6d,  each. 

Life  of  Plzarro.    3^.  6d, 

Life  of  Las  Casas  the  Apobtle 


of  the  Indies.     31.  (td, 

HENDERSON  (E.)  Seleot  His- 
torical Doouments  of  the  Middle 
Ages,  mcluding  the  most  famous 
Charters  relating  to  England,  the 
Fmpire,  the  Church,  &c.,  from 
the  6th  to  the  14th  Centuries. 
Translated  from  the  Latin  and 
edited  by  Ernest  F.  Henderson, 
A.B.,  A.M.,  Ph.D.     5J. 

HENFREY'S  Quids  to  English 
Coins,  from  the  Conquest  to  the 
present  time.  New  and  revised 
Edition  by  C.  F.  Keary,  M.A., 
F.S.A.     6j. 

HENRY  OF  HUATINQDON'S 
History  of  the  y^ngii^h  Trans* 
Uted  by  T.  Fotcstci,  M.A.    51. 
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HENRY'S  (Matthew) Exposition 
of  the  Book  of  the  Psalms.    55. 

HELIODORX7S.  Theagenesand 
Ghariolea.  —  See  Greek  Ro- 
mances. 

HERODOTUS.  Translated  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  Gary,  M.A.     35.  6</. 

Notes  on.  Original  and  Se- 
lected from  the  best  Commenta- 
tors. By  D.  W.  Turner,  M.A. 
With  Coloured  Map.     51. 

Analysis  and  Summary  of 

By  J.  T.  Wheeler.    51. 

HESIOD,  CAT.T.TMACHUS,  and 
THEOGNIS.  Translated  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Banks,  M.A.     51. 

HOFFMANN'S  (JS.  T.  W)  The 
Seraploa  Brethren.  Translated 
from  the  German  by  Lt.-Col.  Alex. 
Ewing.    2  vols.     3 J.  (id.  each. 

HOLBEIN'S  Danoe  of  Death 
and  Bible  Outs.  Upwards  of  1 50 
Subjects,  engraved  in  facsimile, 
with  Introduction  and  Descrip- 
tions by  Francis  Douce  and  Dr. 
Thomas  Frognall  Dibden.     5^. 

HOMER'S  niad.  Translated  into 
English  Prose  by  T.  A.  Buckley, 
B.A.     Sj. 

Odyssey.    Hymns,  Epigrams, 

and  Battle  of  the  Frogs  and  Mice. 
Translated  into  Engl^  Prose  by 
T.  A.  Buckley,  B.A.     5^. 

See  also  Pofe. 

HOOPER'S  (Q.)  Waterloo :  The 
Downfiedl  of  the  First  Napo- 
leon :  a  History  of  the  Campaign 
of  18 1 5.  By  George  Hooper. 
With  Maps  and  Pians.     3J.  di. 

The  Oampalgn  of  Sedan : 

The  Downfall  of  the  Second  Em- 
ire,  August  -  September,  1870. 
ith  General  Map  and  Six  Flans 
of  Battle.     3/.  dd, 

HORACE.  A  new  literal  Prose 
translatioDy  by  A.  Hamilton  Bryce, 
LL.D.     y.  id. 


W 


HXraO'S  <yiotor)  Dramatic 
Works  Hernani-Ruy  Bias — 
The  King's  Diversion.  Translated 
by  Mrs.  Newton  Crosland  and 
F.  L,  Slous.     ys  6d, 

Poems,  chiefly  L^ricaL  Trans- 
lated by  various  Wnters,  now  first 
collected  by  J.  H.  L.  Williams. 
y.6d. 

HUMBOLDT'S  Cosmofl.  Trans- 
lated by  E.  C.  Oil^,  B.  H.  Paul, 
and  W.  S.  Dallas,  F.I.S.  5  vols. 
p.  6d.  each,  excepting  Vol.  V.  $s, 

Personal  Narrative   of  his 

Travels  to  the  Equinoctial  Regions 
of  America  during  the  years  1799- 
1804.  Translated  by  T.  Ross.  3 
vols.     5^.  each. 

Views  of  Nature.   Translated 

by  E.  C.  Otl6  and  H.  G.  Bohn. 

5'- 
HUMPHREYS'  Com  Collector's 
Manual.  By  H.  N.  Humphreys, 
with  upwards  of  140  Illustrations 
on  Wood  and  Steel.  2  vols.  5^. 
each. 

HUNGARY:  its  History  and  Re- 
volution, together  with  a  copious 
Memoir  of  Kossuth.     31.  6d. 

HUTCHINSON  (Colonel).  Me. 
molrs  of  the  Life  of.  By  his 
Widow,  Lucy  :  together  with  her 
Autobiography,  and  an  Account 
of  the  Siege  o(  Laihom  House. 
Ss.6d, 

HUNT'S  Poetry  of  Sdenoe.  By 
Richard  Hunt.  )rd  Edition,  re* 
vised  and  enlarged.     51. 

INDIA  BEFORE  THE  SEPOY 
MUTINY.  A  Plotorlal,  De- 
scriptiYe,  and  Historical  Ac- 
count, from  the  Earliest  Times 
to  the  Annexation  of  the  Punjab, 
with  upwards  of  100  Engravmgs 
on  Wood,  and  a  Map.     51. 

INaULPH'H  Ohronldes  of  the 
Abbey  of  Oroyland,  with  the 
Continuation  by  Peter  of  Blots 
and  other  Writers.  Translated  by 
H.  T.  Riley,  M.A.    ss. 


Contained  in  bokris  Libraries. 


*3 


ntYINO'B  (Washington)  Cknn. 
plete  Works.  15  vols.  With  Por- 
traits, &c    3J.  (id,  each. 

L— Salmagundi,     Knicker- 
bocker's History  of  New 
York. 
II.— The  Sketch-Book,  and  the 
Life  of  Oliyer  Goldsmith, 
III.— Bracebridse  Hall,   Abbots- 
ford  andNewstead  Abbey. 
IV.— The  Alhambra,  Tales  of  a 

Traveller, 
v.— Chronicle  of  the  Conquest 
of  Granada,    Lqgends  of 
the  Conquest  of  Spain. 
VI.  &  VII.— Life    and    Voyages  of 
Columbus,  togetner  with 
the  Voyages  of  his  Com- 
panions. 
VIII.— Astoria,    A    Tour    on    the 
Prairies. 
XL— Life  of  Mahomet,  Lives  of  the 

Successors  of  Mahomet 
X. — Adventures  of  Captain  Bon- 
neville, U.S.A.,  Wolfert's 
Roost. 
*  XL— Biographies  and    Miscella- 
neous Papers. 
XIL-XV.— Life  of  George  Wash- 
ington.    4  vols. 

Life   and   Lottora.     By  his 

Nephew,  Pierre  E.  Irving.   2  vols. 
3^ .  6t/.  each, 

ISOORATES,  The  OrationB  of. 
Translated  by  T.  H.  Freese,  M.A, 
Vol.  I,    5j. 

JAMES'S     (Q.  P.   R.)    Life     of 
Richard  Ckeur  de  Lion.    2  vols. 
y,  6d,  each. 

The  Life  and  Times  of  Loula 

XIV,    2  vols.     3J.  6d,  each. 

JAMESON'S  (Mrs.)  Shake- 
speare's Heroines.  Character- 
istics of  Women:  Moral,  Poetical, 
and  Historical.   By  Mrs.  Jameson. 

y*6d. 

JESSE'S  (E.)  Aneodotes  of  I>ogs. 
With  40  WoodcuU  and  34  SUel 
Engravings.    5x. 


JESSE'S  (J.  H.)  Memoirs  of  the 
Court  of  England  during  the 
Reign  of  the  Stuarts,  including 
the  Protectorate,  3  vols.  With 
42  Portraits.    $5,  each. 

Memoirs  of  the  Pratenders 

and  their  Adherents.     With  6 
Portraits.     $s, 

JOHNSON'S  Llyes  of  the  Poets. 
Edited  by  Mrs.  Alexander  Napier, 
with  Introduction  by  Professor 
Hales.     3  vols.     31.  6d,  each, 

JOSEPHUS  (Flavlus),  The  Works 
of.  Whiston*8  Translation,  re- 
vised by  Rev.  A.  R.  Shilleto.  M.A 
With  Topographical  and  Geo. 
graphical  Notes  by  Colonel  Sir 
C.  W.  Wilson,  K.C.B.  $  vols. 
3^.  (ki.  each. 

JOYCE'S  Solentlflc  Dialogues. 
With  numerous  Woodcuts.     5^. 

JUKES.BROWNE  (A.  J.).  The 
Building  of  the  British  Isles: 
a  Study  in  Geographical  Evolu- 
tion. Illustrated  by  numerous 
Maps  and  Woodcuts.  2nd  Edition, 
revised,  js,  6d, 

Student's    Handbook     of 

Physical  Geology.  With  nu- 
merous Diagrams  and  Illustra- 
tions. 2nd  Edition,  much  en- 
larjjed,  7/.  6d, 

JULIAN,  the  Emperor.  Contain- 
ing  Gregory  Naiianren's  Two  In- 
vectives and  Libanus'  Monody, 
with  Julian's  extant  Theosophical 
Works.  Translated  by  C.  W. 
King,  M.A.     5j. 

JUSTIN  CORNELIUS  NEPOS, 
and  EUTROPIUS.  Translated 
by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 

JUVENAL.  PERSIUS.  S  7L- 
PICIA  and  LUCILIUS.  Trans- 
lated by  L.  Evans,  M.A.     5j. 

JUNIUS'S  Letters.  With  all  the 
Notes  of  Woodfall's  Edition,  and 
important  Additions.  2  vols. 
3/.  6d.  eacht 
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KANT'S  Orltlqae  of  Pare  Beaaon. 
Translated  by  J.  M.  D.  Mciklc- 
john.     5i. 

Prolegomena  and  Meta 

phyBloal  FoundatioDBofNatural 
Science.  Translated  by  E.  Belfort 
Bax.     5J. 

KEIGHTLET'S  (Thomas)  My- 
thology of  Ancient  Greece  and 
Italy.  4th  Edition,  revised  by 
Leonard  Schmitz,  Ph.D.,  LL.D. 
With  12  Plates  from  the  Antique. 

5*. 

Fairy  Mythology,  illustrative 

of  the  Romance  and  Superstition 
of  Various  Countries.  Revised 
Edition,  with  Frontispiece  by 
Cruik  shank.     55. 

LA  FONTAINE'S  Fables.  Trans 
lated  into  English  Verse  by  Elizur 
V^righl.  New  Edition,  with  Notes 
by  J.  W.  M.  Gibbs.    3J.  6rf. 

LAMARTINE'S  History  of  the 
Girondists.  Translated  by  H.  T. 
Ryde.      3  vols.    31. 6<i,  each. 

History  of  the  Beetoratlon 

of  Monarchy  in  France  (a  Sequel 
to  the  History  of  the  Girondists). 
4  vols.    31.  6d.  each. 

History  of  the  French  Re- 
volution of  1848.     3*.  d/. 

LAMB'S  (Charles)  Essays  of  £Ua 
and  Eliana.  Complete  Edition. 
3f.  6d. 

Specimens  of  Bngllth  Dra- 
matic Poets  of  the  Time  of 
Elizabeth.    31. 6a, 

Memorials  and  Letters   of 


Chares  Lamb.  By  Serjeant 
Talfourd.  New  Edition,  revised, 
by  W.  Carew  Hazlitt.  2  vols. 
31.  6d.  each. 

LANZI'S  History  of  Painting  In 
Italy,  from  the  Period  of  the 
Revival  of  the  Fine  Arts  to  the 
End  of  the  Eighteenth  Century. 
Translated  by  1  homas  Roscoe. 
3  vols.    3J.  6rf.  each. 


LAPPBNBERG'S  Htetory  of 
England  under  the  Aniglo- 
Saxon  Kings.  Translated  by 
B.  Thorpe,  F.S.A  New  edition, 
revised  by  E.  C.  Ott^  2  vols. 
3^.  6d,  each. 

LECTURES  ON  PAINTING, 
by  Barry,  Opie,  Fuseli.  Edited 
by  R.  Wornum.     51. 

LEONARDO  DA  VINCI'S 
Treatise  on  Painting.  Trans- 
lated by  J.  F.  Rigaud,  R.A.. 
With  a  Life  of  Leomudo  by  John 
William  Brown.  With  numerous 
Plates.     5J. 

LEPSIXTS'S  Letters  firom  Egypt, 
Ethiopia,  and  the  Peninsula  of 
Sinai  Translated  by  L.  and 
J.  B.  Horner.    With  Maps.     $s, 

LESSING'S  Dramatic  Works, 
Complete.  Edited  by  Ernest  Bell, 
M.A.  With  Memoir  of  Lessing 
by  Helen  Ziounern.  2  voh. 
31.  6d,  each. 

Laokoon.  Dramatic  Notes, 

and  the  Representation  01 
Death  by  the  Ancients.  Trans- 
lated by  E.  C.  Beasley  and  Helen 
Zimmem.  Edited  by  Edward 
Bell,  M.A.  With  a  Frontispiece 
of  the  Laokoon  group.    3/.  i(L 

LILLY^S  Introduction  to  Astro- 
logy. With  a  Grammar  op 
Astrology  and  Tables  for  Cal- 
culating Nativities,  by  Zadkiel.  51. 

LIVY'S  History  of  Rome.  Trans- 
lated by  Dr.  Spillan,  C.  Edmonds, 
and  others.    4  vols.    51.  each. 

LOOKE'S  Philosophical  Works. 
Edited  by  1.  A.  St.  John.  2  vols. 
31.  6rf.  each. 

Life  and  Letters:    By  Lord 

King.    31.  (hi, 

LOOKHART  (J.  Qt.)^Su  BoANs. 


Contained  in  Bohtis  Libraries. 


IS 


LODGE'S  Portimlts  of  niQBtrloua 
Penonaget  of  Great  Britain, 
with  Biographical  and  Historical 
Memoirs.  240  Portraits  engraved 
on  Steel,  with  the  respective  Bio 
graphics  unabridged.  8  vols.  51. 
each. 

LONGFELLOW'S  Prose 
Works.  With  16  full- page  Wood 
Engravings.    5/. 

LOUDON'S  (Mrs.)  Natural 
History.  Revised  edition,  by 
W.  S.  Dallas,  F.LS.  Wiih 
nnmerous  Woodcut  Illus.    51. 

LOWNDES'   BlbUograpber's 

Manual  of  English  Literature. 

Enlarged    Edition.      By  H.  G. 

Bohn.      6  vols,  cloth,  5j.  each. 

Or  4  vols,  half  morocco,  2/.  ar. 
LONGX7S.    Daphnls  and  Ohloe. 

— See  Grbbk  Romances. 

LXTOAN'S  Pbarsalla.  Translated 
by  H.  T.  Riley,  M.A.     51. 

LUCIAN'S  Dialogues  of  tbe 
Gods,  of  the  Sea  Gods,  and 
of  the  Dead.  Translated  by 
Howard  Williams,  M.A.     51. 

LUORETinS.  Translated  by  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A.     5j. 

LUTHER'S  Table-Talk.  Trans- 
lated and  Edited  by  William 
Hazlitt.    3J.  6^. 

Autobiography.  —  Set 

MiCHELBT. 

MAOHIAVELLI'S  History  of 
Florenoe,  together  with  the 
Prince,  5>avonarola,  various  His- 
torical Tracts,  and  a  Memoir  o' 
Machiavelli.     jr.  (id, 

MALLET'S  Northern  Antlqul- 
ties,  or  an  Historical  Account  of 
the  Manners,  Cus'toms,  Religions 
and  Laws,  Maritime  Expedition; 
and  Discoveries,  Language  and 
Literature,  of  the  Ancient  Scandi- 
navians. Translated  bv  Hish«»p 
Percy.  Revised  and  Enlarged  * 
Edition,  with  a  Translation  of  the 
Prose  Edoa,  by  J.  A*  Black- 
well.    5J« 


MANTSLL'S  (Dr.)  Petrlikotlons 
and  their  Teachings.  With  nu- 
merous illustrative  Woodcuts.  6j. 

Wonders  of  Geology.     8th 

Edition,  revised  by  T.  Rupert 
Jones,  FG.S.  With  a  coloured 
Geological  Map  of  England, 
Plates,  and  upwards  ol  200 
Woodcuts.    2  vols.    7j.  dd.  each. 

BCANZONI.       The    Betrothed: 
beini;  a  Translation  of  *  I  Pro- 
messi    Sposi.'       By    Alessandro 
Manzoni.  With  numerous  Wood 
cuts.     p. 

MAROO  POLO'S  Travels;  the 
Translation  of  Marsden  revised 
by  T.  Wright,  M.A,  F.S.A.    51. 

MARRYAT'S  (Oapt.  RN.) 
Masterman  Ready.  With  93 
Woodcuts     3J.  f^d, 

Mission ;  or.  Scenes  in  Africa. 

Illustrated  by  Gilbert  and  Dalziel. 
3J.  6</. 

Pirate  and  Three  Outters. 

With  8  Steel  Engravings,  from 
Drawings  by  Clarkson  Stanfield, 
R.A.    3J.  dd, 

Prlvateersman.  8  Engrav- 
ings on  Steel.    3/.  6a 

Settlers  In  Canada.  10  En- 
gravings by  Gilbert  and  Dalziel. 

Poor  Jaok.  With  16  Illus- 
trations after  Clarkson  Stansfield, 
R.A.     35.  dd, 

Peter  Simple      With  8  full- 

page  Illustrations.    31.  6t/. 

Midshipman  Easy.    With  8 

full- page  Illustrations.    3^.  td, 

MARTIAL'S  Epigrams,  complete. 
Translated  into  Prose,  each  ac- 
companied by  one  or  more  Verse 
Translations  selected  from  the 
Works  of  English  Poets,  and 
other  sources.     ^1.  (nd* 
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MARTINEAU'S  (Harriet)  His- 
tory of  England,  from  1800- 
181 5.     31.  6</. 

History  of  the  Thirty  Years' 

Peaoe,  a.d.    1815-46.      4  vols. 
3x.  dd,  each. 

— r-  Set  Comte's  Positive  Phihsophy^ 

MATTHEW  PARIS'S  English 
History,  from  the  Year  1235  to 
1273.  Translated  by  Rev.  J.  A. 
Giles,  D.C.L.    3  vols.     5/.  each. 

MATTHEW  OF  WESTMIN- 
STER'S Flowers  of  History, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  World 
to  A.D.  1307.  Translated  by  C.  D. 
Yonge,  M.A.     2  vols.     5i.  each. 

MAXWELL'S  Victories  of  Wei- 
iDgton  and  the  British  Armies. 
Frontispiece  and  5  Portraits.     51. 

MGNZEL'S  History  of  Germany, 
from  the  Earliest  l*eriod  to  1842. 
3  vols.     3J.  6</.  each. 

MICHAEL  ANOELO  AND 
RAPHAEL,  their  Lives  and 
Works.  By  Duppa  aud  Quatre- 
mere  de  Quincy.  With  Poitraits, 
and  Engravings  on  Steel.     5^. 

MIOHELET'S  Luther's  Auto- 
biography. Trans,  by  William 
Ilazlitt.  With  an  Appendix  (no 
pages)  of  Notes.     3J.  w. 

History  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution from  its  earliest  indications 
to  the  flight  of  the  King  in  1791. 
3i.  ()d. 

MIGNET'SHlstory  of  theFrench 
Revolution,  from  1789  to  1814. 
3^.  6rf. 

MILL  (J.  S.)  Early  Essays  by 
John  Stuart  Mill.  Collected  from 
various  sources  by  J.  W.  M.  Gibbs. 
3J.  W. 

MILLER  (Professor).  History 
Philosophically  Ulustrated.from 
the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  to 
the  French  Revolution.  4  vols. 
3J.  6</.  each. 


MILTON'S  Prose  Works.  Edited 
by  J.  A.  St.  John.  5  vols.  31.  W. 
each. 


Poetical  Works,  with  a  Me- 


moir and  Critical  Remarks  by 
James  Montgomery,  an  Index  to 
Paradise  Lost,  Todd's  Verbal  Index 
to  all  the  Poems,  and  a  Selection 
of  Explanatory  Notes  by  Henry 
G.  Bohn.  Illustrated  with  120 
Wood  Engravings  from  Drawings 
by  W.  Harvey.  2  vols.  3r.  6«/. 
each. 

MITFORD'S  (Miss)  Our  Village 
Sketches  of  Rural  Character  and 
Scenery.  With  2  Engravings  on 
Steel.  ,  2  vols.     31.  td,  each. 

MOLIERE'S    Dramatic  Works. 

A   new  Translation    in  English 

Prose,  by  C.  H.  Wall.  3  vols. 
31.  td,  each. 

MONTAQXT.  The  Letters  and 
Works  of  Lady  Mary  Wortley 
Montagu.  Edited  by  her  great- 
grandson,  Lord  Whamcliflfe^s  Edi- 
tion, and  revised  by  W.  Moy 
Thomas.  New  Edition,  revisea, 
with  5  Portraits.  2  vols.  55.  each. 

MONTAIGNE'S  Essays.  Cotton's 
Translation,  revised  by  W.  C. 
Hazlitt.  New  Edition.  3  vols. 
y,  6d.  each. 

MONTESQUIEU'S  Spirit  ot 
Laws.  New  Edition,  revised  and 
corrected.  By  J.  V.  Pritchard, 
A.M.    2  vols.     31.  6d.  each. 

MOTLEY  (J.  L.).  The  Rise  of 
the  Dutch  Republic.  A  History. 
By  John  Lothrop  Motley.  New 
Eidition,  with  Biographical  Intro- 
duction by  Moncure  D.  Conway. 
3  vols.    3^.  6d,  each. 

MORPHY'S  Games  of  Chess. 
Being  the  Matches  and  best  Games 
played  by  the  American  Champion, 
with  Explanatory  and  Analytical 
Notes  by  J.  LowenthaL    ^« 
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MUDI£*S  BrltlBh  BlxtUi ;  or,  His- 
tory of  the  Feathered  Trib«  of  the 
Bntish  Islands.  Revised  by  W. 
C.  L.  Martin.  With  52  Figures 
of  Birds  and  7  Coloured  Plates  of 
Eggs.    2  vols. 

NICANDER  (Dr.  A.).  Hlatory 
of  the  Ohrlstlan  Religion  and 
Ohnroh.  Trans,  from  the  German 
byJ.Torrey.   10  vote.  31. 6</.  each. 

Life  of  Jesug  Ohrist   Trans- 


lated by  J.  McClintock  and  C. 
Blumenthal.     31.  6d. 

Hlatoiy  of  the  Planting  and 

Training  of  the  Christian 
Ohoroh  by  the  Apostles. 
Translated  by  J.  E.  Ryland. 
2  vols.    3J.  6d,  each. 

Memorials  of  Ohrlstlan  Life 

In  the  Early  and  Middle  Ages ; 
including  Light  in  Dark  Places. 
Trans,  by  J.  E.  Ryland.     31.  6d. 

NIBELUNOEN  LIED.  The 
Lay  of  the  Nlbelungs,  metrically 
translated  from  the  old  German 
text  by  Alice  Hoiton,  and  edited 
by  Edward  Bell,  M.A.  To  which 
is  prefixed  the  Essay  on  the  Nibe- 
lungen  Lied  by  Thomas  Carlyle. 

NEW  TESTAMENT  (The)  in 
Greek.  Griesbach's  Text,  with 
various  Readings  at  the  foot  of 
the  page,  and  Parallel  References 
in  tne  margin ;  also  a  Critical 
Introduction  and  Chronological 
Tables.  Bv  an  eminent  Scholar, 
with  a  Greek  and  English  Lexicon. 
3rd  Edition,  revised  and  corrected. 
Two  Facsimiles  of  Greek  Manu- 
scripts.   900  pages.     $s. 

The  Lexicon  may  be  had  sepa- 
rately, price  2J. 

NICOLINI'S  History  of  the 
JesulU:  their  Origin.  Progress, 
Doctrines,  and  Designs.  With  8 
Portraits.    5/. 


NORTH  (R.)  Llyes  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Francis  North,  Baron  Guild- 
ford, the  Hon.  Sir  Dudley  North, 
and  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr.  John 
North.  By  the  Hon.  Roger 
North.  Together  with  the  Auto- 
biography ot  the  Author.  Edited 
byAugustusJessopp,  D.D.  3  vols. 
31.  6d,  each. 

NUOSNT'S  (Lord)  Memorials 
of  Hampden,  his  Party  and 
Times.  With  a  Memoir  of  the 
Author,  an  Autograph  Letter,  and 
Portrait.    51. 

OOELEY  (S.)  History  of  the 
Saraoens  and  their  Conquests 
in  Syria,  Persia,  and  Egypt 
By  Simon  Ocklev,  B.D.,  Profisssor 
of  Arabic  in  the  University  of 
Cambtidge.     31. 6^. 

OLD  ENGLISH  OHRON- 
lOLES,  including  Ethelwerd's 
Chronicle,  Asserts  Life  of  Alfred, 
Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's  British 
History,  Gildas,  Nennius,  and  the 
spurious  chronicle  of  Richard  of 
Cirencester.  Edited  by  J.  A 
Giles,  D.C.L.     5/. 

OMAN  (J.  G.)  The  Great  Indian 
Eplos :  the  Stories  of  the  Rama- 
YANA  and  the  Mahabharata. 
By  John  Campbell  Oman,  Prin- 
cipal of  Khalsa  College,  Amritsar. 
With  Notes,  Appendices,  and 
Illustrations,    y.  6d» 

ORDERIOX7S  YITALIS'  Eode- 
slastloal  History  of  England 
and  Normandy.  Translated  by 
T.  Forester,  M.A.  To  which  is 
added  the  Chroniclk  op  St. 
EvROULT.    4  vols.    $s,  each. 

OVID'S  Works.complete.  Literally 
translated  into  Prose.  3  vols. 
5^.  each. 

PASCAL'S  Thoughts.  Translated 
from  the  Text  of  M.  Auguste 
Molinier  by  C.  Kegan  Paul.  3rc) 
Edition.    31.  ^ 
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PAXTLI'S  pr.  B.)  Life  of  Alfired 
the  Oreat  Translated  from  the 
German.  To  which  is  appended 
Alfred's  Anglo-Saxon  Version 
OF  Orosius.  With  a  literal 
Translation  interpaged,  Notes, 
and  an  Anglo-Saxon  Grammar 
and  Glossary,  by  B.  Thorpe.  $5, 

PAXJSANIAS'  Description  of 
Oreeoe.  Newly  translated  by  A.  R. 
Shilleto,  M.A    2  vols.    5/.  each. 

PEABSON'S  Exposition  of  the 
Greed.  Edited  by  E.  Walford, 
M.A.     5J. 

PEPYS'  Diary  cmd  Correspond- 
enoe.  Deciphered  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Smith,  M.A.,  from  the  original 
Shorthand  MS.  in  the  Pepysian 
Library.  Edited  by  Lord  Bray- 
brooke.  4  vols.  With  31  En- 
gravings.    $s,  each. 

PERCY'S  Reliques  of  Anofent 
English  Poetry.  With  an  Essay 
on  Ancient  Minstrels  and  a  Glos- 
sary. Edited  by  J.  V.  Pritchard, 
A.M.     2  vols.     3J.  6d,  each. 

PERSIXJS.— 5V^  Juvenal. 

PETRARCH'S  Sonnets,  Tri- 
umphs and  other  Poems. 
Translated  into  English  Verse  by 
various  Hands.  With  a  Life  of 
the  Poet  by  Thomas  Campbell. 
With  Portrait  and  1$  Steel  En- 
gravings.    5^. 

PHILO  -  JUD-fflXJS,  Works  of. 
Translated  by  Prof.  C.  D.  Yonge, 
M.A.    4  vols.     5j.  each. 

PICKERING'S  History  of  the 
Races  of  Man,  and  their  Geo- 
graphical Distribution.  With  An 
Analytical  Synopsis  of  the 
Natural  History  of  Man  by 
Dr.  Hall.  With  a  Map  of  the 
World  and  12  coloured  Plates.  5J. 

PINDAR.  Translated  into  Prose 
by  Dawson  W.  Turner.  To  which 
Is  added  the  Metrical  Version  hy 
Abraham  Moore.     ^, 


PLANCHE.  History  of  Britlah 
Costume,  from  the  Earliest  Time 
to  the  Qosc  of  the  Eiriiteenth 
Century.  By  J.  R.  Planch^, 
Somerset  Herald.  With  upwards 
of  400  Illustrations.     ^. 

PLATO'S  Works.  Literally  trans- 
lated, with  Introduction  and 
Notes.    6  vols.    5^.  each. 

I. — The  Apology  of  Socrates, 
Crito,  Phaedo,  Gorgias,  Pro- 
tagoras, Phaedrus,  Thesetetus, 
Euthypbron,  Lysis.  Trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  H.  Carey, 
n. — The  Republic,  Timxus,  and 
Critias.  Translated  by  Henry 
Davis. 

HI.— Meno,  Euthydemus,  The 
Sophist,  Statesman,  Cratylus, 
Parmenides,and  the  Banquet. 
Translated  by  G.  Burges. 

IV. — Philebus,  Charraides.  Laches, 
Menexenus,  Hippias,  Ion, 
The  Two  Alcibiades,  The- 
ages,  Rivals,  Hip^chus, 
Minos,  Gitopho,  Epistles, 
Translated  by  G.  Burges. 
V — The  Laws.  Translated  by 
G.  Burges. 

VL— The  Doubtful  Works.  Trans- 
lated  by  G.  Burges. 

Summary  and  Analysis  of 

the  Dialogues.    With  Analytical 
Index.     By  A.  Day,  LL.D.     ^s. 

PLATJTUS*S  Comedies.  Trans- 
lated by  H.  T.  Riley,  M.A.  2 
vols.    5J.  each. 

PLINY'S  Natural  History. 
Translated  by  the  late  John 
Bostock,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  H.  T. 
Riley,  M.A.    6  vols,     $s,  each. 

PLINY.  The  Letters  of  PUny 
the  YouDger.  Melmoth*s  trans- 
lation, revised  by  the  Rev.  F.  C. 
T.  Bosanquet,  M.A,     5^. 

PLOTINX7S,  Select  Works  of. 
Translated  by  Thomas  Taylor. 
With  an  Introduction  containing 
the  substance  of  Porphyry's  Plo- 
tinus.  Ei^ited  by  G.  R.  S.  Mead, 
R.Am  M.R.A,S.    5x. 
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PLUTABOH'S  Ltvei.  Tran«Uted 
by  A.  Stewart,  M.A.,  and  Georee 
Long,  M.A.   4  vols.   jj.  dd,  each. 

Morals.  Theosophical  Essays. 

Translated  by  C.  W.  King,  M.A. 

Morals.      Ethical    Essays. 

Translated  by  the  Rev.   A.   R. 
Shilleto,  M.A.    5j. 

POETRY  OF  AMERICA.  Se- 
lections from  One  Hundred 
American  Poets,  from  1776  to 
1876.    By  W.  J.  Linton.     31.  6c/. 

POLITICAL  CYOLOPiBDIA. 
A  Dictionary  of  Polidcal,  Con- 
stitutional, Statistical,  and  Fo- 
rensic Knowledge ;  forming  a 
Work  of  Reference  on  subjects  of 
Civil  Administration,  Political 
Economy,  Finance.  Commerce, 
Laws,  and  Social  Relations.  4 
vols.     3j.  dd.  each. 

POPE»S  Poetical  Worlts.  Edited, 
with  copious  Notes,  by  Robert 
Carrutbers.  With  numerous  Illus- 
trations.    2  vols.    5j.  each. 

Homer's  lUad.     Edited    by 

the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
Illustrated  by  the  entire  Series  of 
Flaxman's  Designs.    51. 

Homer's  Odyssey,  with  the 

Battle  of  Frogs  and  Mice,  Hymns, 
&c.,  by  other  translators.  Edited 
by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson,  M.A. 
With  the  entire  Series  of  Flax- 
man's  Designs.    5J. 

Life,  including  many  of  bis 

Letters.  By  Robert  Carruthers. 
With  numerous  Illustrations.    51. 

POUSHKIN»S  Prose  Tales:  The 
Captain's  Daughter— Doubrovsky 
—  The  Queen  of  Spades  —  An 
Amateur  Peasant  Girl -The  Shot 
—The  Snow  Storm— The  Post- 
master —  The  Coffin  Maker  — 
Kirdjali— The  Egyptian  Nights- 
Peter  the  Great's  Negro.  Trans- 
lated bF  T.  Keane.    y,  6J. 


PRBSOOTT'S     Oonquest     of 

Mexico.  Copyright  edition,  with 
the  notes  by  John  Foster  Kirk, 
and  an  introduction  by  G.  P. 
Winship.     3  vols.    3J.  6at.  each. 

Conquest  of  Peru.  Copyright 

edition,  with  the  notes  of  John 
Foster  Kirk.    2  vols.   3x.  6^.each. 

Reign   of    Ferdinand   and 

Isabella.  Copyright  edition, 
with  the  notes  of  John  Foster 
Kirk.     3  vols.     3^.  6d.  each. 

PROPERTIUS.  Translated  by 
Rev.  P.  J.  F.  Ganiillon,  M.A., 
and  accompanied  by  Poetical 
Versions,  from  various  sources. 
3s.  6d. 

PROVERBS,  Handbook  of.  Con- 
taining  an  entire  Republication 
of  Rav's  Collection  of  English 
Proverbs,  with  his  additions  from 
Foreign  Languages  and  a  com- 
plete Alphabetical  Index ;  in  which 
are  introduced  large  additions  as 
well  of  Proverbs  as  of  Sayings, 
Sentences,  Maxims,  and  Phrases, 
collected  by  H.  G.  Bohn.    51. 

PROVERBS,  A  Polyglot  of 
Foreign.  Comprising  French, 
Italian,  German,  Dutch,  Spanish, 
Portuguese,  and  Danish.  With 
English  Translations  &  a  General 
Index  by  H.  G  Bohn     5*. 

POTTERY  AND  PORCELAIN, 
and  other  Objects  of  Vertu.  Com- 
prising an  Illustrated  CaUloguc  of 
the  Bemal  Collection  of  Works 
of  Art,  with  the  prices  at  which 
they  were  sold  by  auction,  and 
names  of  the  possessors.  To  which 
are  added,  an  Introductory  Lecture 
on  Pottery  and  Porcelain,  and  an 
Engraved  List  of  all  the  known 
Marks  and  Monograms.  By  Henry 
G.  Bohn.  With  numerous  Wood 
Engravings,  55. ;  or  with  Coloured 
Illustrations,  lox.  6d. 

PROXJT'S  (Father)  Rellques.  Col- 
lected  and  arranged  by  Rev.  F. 
Mahony.  New  issue,  with  21 
Etchings  by  D.  Madisc,  R.A. 
Nearly  600  pages.     $s. 
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QUINTILIAN'S  InstituteB  of 
Oratory,  or  Education  of  an 
Orator.  Translated  by  the  Rev. 
J.  S.  Watson,  M. A.  2  vols.  $s . 
each. 

BAOINE'S  (Jean)  Dramatio 
Works.  A  metrical  English  ver- 
sion. By  R.  Bruce  Boswell,  M.  A. 
Oxon.    2  vols.     3i.  6d,  each. 

RANEE'S  History  of  the  Popes, 
their  Church  and  State,  and  espe- 
cially of  their  Conflicts  with  Pro- 
testantbm  in  the  1 6th  and  17th 
centuries.  Translated  by  £. 
Foster.    3  vols.    31.  6</.  each. 

History  of  Servia  and  the 

Servian  Revolution.  With  an 
Account  of  the  Insurrection  in 
Bosnia.  Translated  by  Mrs.  Kerr. 
3J.  6d, 

RECREATIONS  inSHOOTINa. 
By  •  Craven.*  With  62  Engravings 
on  Wood  after  Harvey,  and  9 
Engravings  on  Steel,  chiefly  after 
A.  Cooper,  R.A.    51. 

RENNIE'S  Insect  Arohlteoture. 
Revised  and  enlarged  by  Rev. 
J.  G.  Wood,  M.A.  With  186 
Woodcut  Illustrations.    5^. 

REYNOLD'S  (Sir  J.)  Literary 
Works.  Edited  by  H.W.Beechy. 
2  vols.     31.  6d,  each. 

RIOARDO  on  the  Principles  of 
Political  Economy  and  Taxa- 
tion. Edited  by  E.  C.  K.  Conner, 
M.A.    5x. 

RIOHTER  (Jean  Paul  Frledrich). 
Levana,  a  Treatise  on  Education: 
together  with  the  Autobiography 
(a  Fragment),  and  a  short  Pre- 
fatory Memoir,    y,  6d, 

Flower,  Fruit,  and  Thorn 

Pieces,  or  the  Wedded  life,  Death, 
and  Marriage  of  Firmian  Stanis- 
laus Siebenkaes,  Parish  Advocate 
in  the  Parish  of  Kuhschnapptel. 
Newly  translated  by  Lt.-Col.  Alex. 
Ewing.     31. 6d. 


ROGER  DB  H0YEDBN*8  An- 
nals of  Engllflh  History,  com- 
prising the  History  of  England 
and  of  other  Countries  of  Europe 
from  A.D.  732  to  A.D.  laoi. 
Translated  by  H.  T.  Riley,  M.A. 
2  vols.    p.  each. 

ROGER  OF  WENDOVBR'S 
Flowers  of  History,  comprising 
the  History  of  England  from  the 
Descent  of  the  Saxons  to  A.D. 
1 23^,  formerly  ascribed  to  Matthew 
Pans.  Translated  by  J.  A.  Giles, 
D.C.L.     2  vols.    5j.  each. 

ROME  in  the  NINETEENTH 
CENTURY.  Containing  a  com- 
plete Account  of  the  Ruins  of  the 
Ancient  City,  the  Remains  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  and  the  Monuments 
of  Modem  Times.  By  C.A.Eaton. 
With  34  Steel  Engravings.  2  vols. 
5^.  each. 

See  Burn  and  Dyer. 

ROSOOE'S  (W.)  Life  and  Pontt- 
floate  of  Leo  X  Final  edidon, 
revised  by  Thomas  Roscoe.  2 
vols.    3x«  6d,  each. 

Life  of  Lorenso  de'  Medici, 

called  *the  Magnificent.'  With 
his  poems,  letters,  &c*  loth 
Edition,  revised,  with  Memoir  of 
Roscoe  by  his  Son.     3J.  6d, 

RUSSIA.  History  of,  from  the 
earliest  Period,  compiled  from 
the  most  authentic  sources  by 
Walter  K.  Kelly.  With  Portraits. 
2  vols.    31  6d.  each. 

SALLUST,  FLORUS,  and  VBL. 
LEIUS  PATEROULUa 
Translated  by  J.  S.Watson,  M.A. 

SOHILLER^S  Works.  Translated 
by  various  hands.  7  vols,  y,  6d, 
each: — 

I.— Hbtory  of  the  Thii ty  Years' 
War. 
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Schiller's  Works  caniinued, 

II.— History  of  the  Revolt  in  the 
Netherlands,  the  Triab  of 
Counts  Egmont  and  Horn, 
the  Siege  of  Antwerp,  and 
the  Disturbances  in  France 
precedi^  the  Reign  of 
HeniylY. 

III.— Don  Carlos,  Mary  Stuart, 
Maid  of  Orleans,  Bride  of 
Messina,  together  with  the 
Use  of  the  Chorus  in 
Tragedy  (a  short  Essay). 

.     These  Dramas  are  all 
translated  in  metre. 

IV.— Robbers  (with  SchiUer's 
original  Prefiioe),  Hesco, 
Love  and  Intrigue,  De- 
metrius, Ghost  Seer,  Sport 
of  Divinity. 

The  Dramas  in  this 
volume  are  translated  into 
Prose. 

V. — Poems. 

VI.— £ssays,i£stheticaland  Philo- 
sophical 

Vll.-Wallenstein's  Camp,  Pic- 
colomini  and  Death  of 
Wallenstein,  William  Tell. 

SCHILLER  and  QOETHE. 
CorreBpondenoe  between,  from 
A.D.  1794-1S05.  Translated  by 
L.  Dora  Schmitz.  2  vols,  y,  6J. 
each. 

SCHLEQEL'S  (F.)  Leotores  on 
the  Phlloeophy  of  Life  and  the 
Phlloeophy  of  Language.  Trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  W.  Mor- 
rison, M.A     3J.  6d. 

Leotures  on  the  History  of 

Literature,  Ancient  and  Modem. 
Translated  from  the  German.  p.6a. 


—  Leoturea  on  the  Philosophy 
of  History.  Translated  by  J.  B. 
Robertsoo.    p.  6«/* 


SOHLBaBL'S  Leotorea  on 
Modem  History,  together  with 
the  Lectures  entitled  Caeaur  and 
Alexander,  and  The  Bqg;inning  of 
our  History.  Translated  by  L. 
Purcell  and    R.   H.  Whitetock. 

Astbetlo  and  Mlsoellaneoas 

Works.  Translated  by  E.  J. 
Millington.    p,  6d, 

SOHLEOEL  (A.  W.)  Lectures 
on  Dramatlo  Art  aodLlterature. 
Translated  by  J.  Black.  Revised 
Edition,  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  W. 
Morrison,  M.A.     .v.  6</. 

80H0PENHAXTER  on  the  Four- 
fold Boot  of  the  Principle  of 
Sufflolent  Reason,  and  On  the 
Will  In  Nature.  Translated  by 
Madame  Hillebrand.     5/. 

Essays.  Selected  and  Trans- 
lated. Wiih  a  Biographical  Intro- 
duction and  Sketch  of  his  Philo- 
sophy, by  E.  Belfort  Bax.     5^. 

SOHOUWS  Earth,  Plants,  and 
Man.  Translated  by  A.  Henfrey. 
With  coloured  Map  of  the  Geo- 
graphy of  Plants.     5i. 

SCHUMANN  (Robert).  His  Life 
and  Works,  by  Ai^ust  Reissmann. 
Translated  by  A.  L.  Alger,  p,  6d. 

Early  Letters.  Originally  pub- 

blished  bv  his  Wife.  Translated 
by  May  Herbert  With  a  Preface 
by  Sir  George  Grove,  D.C.L. 
3^.  6d. 

SENECA  on  Benefits.  Newly 
translated  by  A.  Stewart,  M.A. 
p,  6d, 

Minor  Essays  and  On  Clem- 

enoy.  Translated  by  A.  Stewart, 
M.A.     5/. 

SHAKESPEARE'S  DramaUo 
Art  The  History  and  Character 
of  Shakespeare's  Flays.  By  Dr. 
Hermann  Ulrici.  Translated  by 
L.  Dora  Schmits.    2  vols,  p,  6a, 
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SHAK£SP£AR£  (William).  A 
Literary  Biography  by  Karl  Else, 
Ph.D.,  LL-D.  Translated  by 
L.  Dora  Schmitz.    51. 

SHARP£  (S.)  The  Hlatory  of 
^STPt,  from  the  Earliest  Times 
till  the  Conquest  by  the  Arabs, 
A.D.  640.  By  Samuel  Sharpe. 
2  Maps  and  upwards  of  400  Illus- 
trative Woodcuts.  2  vols.  51.  each. 

SKBBIDAN'S  Dramatic  Works, 
Complete.    With  Life  by  G.  G.  S. 

SISMONDI'S  History  of  the 
Literature  of  the  South  01 
Europe.  Translated  by  Thomas 
Roscoe.     2  vols.     3^.  6d,  each. 

SYNONYMS  and  ANTONYMS, 
or  Kindred  Words  and  their 
Oppoflitea,  Collected  and  Con- 
trasted by  Ven.  C.  J.  Smith,  M.  A. 
Revised  Edition.     $s. 

SYNONYMS  DISCBIMI- 
NATBD.  A  Dictionary  of 
Synonymous  Words  in  the  Eng- 
lish Language,  showing  the 
Accurate  signification  of  words 
of  similar  meaning.  Illustrated 
with  Quotations  from  Standard 
Writers.  With  the  Authors 
latest  Corrections  and  Additions. 
Edited  by  the  Rev.  H.  Percy 
Smith,  M.A.,  of  Balliol  College, 
Oxford.    6  J. 

SMITH'S  (Adam)  The  Wealth  of 
Nations.  Edited  by  E  Belfort 
Bax.     2  vols.     3j.  6</".  each. 

Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments ; 

with  his  Essay  on  the  First  For- 
mation of  languages;  to  which  is 
added  a  Memoir  of  the  Author  by 
Dugald  Stewart.     31  6./. 

SMYTH'S  (Professor)  Lectures 
on  Modem  History;  from  the 
Irruption  of  the  Northern  Nations 
to  the  close  of  the  American  Re- 
Toltttion.    2  vols.    3J.  6d.  each. 


SMYTH'S    (Professor)  Leoturea 
on   the   French    ReTolution. 
2  vols.     3J.  6d.  each. 

SMITH'S  (  Pye )  Geology  and 
Scripture.    2nd  Edition.     5^. 

SMOLL£TT*S  Adyentures  01 
Roderick  Random.  *  With  short 
Memoir  and  Bibliography,  and 
Cruikshank's  Illustrations.   31. 6d, 

Adventures^  of  Peregrine 

Pickle,  in  which  are  included  the 
Memoirs  of  a  Lady  of  Quality. 
With  Bibliography  and  Cruik- 
shank's Illustrations.  2 vols.  y*6cL 
each. 

The  Sxpedition  of  Hum- 
phry Ollnker.  With  BibUogiaphy 
and    Cruikshank's    Illustrations. 

SOCRATES  (siumamed  Soholas- 
tlcus').  The  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory of  (a.  d.  305-44  5 ).  Translated 
from  the  Greek.     55. 

SOPHOCLES,  The  Tragedies  of. 
A  New  Prose  1'ranslation,  with 
Memoir,  Notes,  &c.,  by  £.  P. 
Coleridge.     $». 

SOUTH EY'S  Life  of  NQLK>n. 
With  Facsimiles  of  Nelson's  writ- 
ing, Portraits,  Plans,  and  upwards 
of  50  Engravings  on  Steel  and 
Wood.     5J. 

Life  of  Wesley,  and  the  Rise 

and  Progress  of  Methodbm.     5/. 
Robert  Southey.    The  Story 

of  his  Life  written  in  his  Letters. 

With  an  Introduction.    Edited  by 

John  Dennis.     }s,  bJ, 

SOZOMEN  8  Eoclesi^stical  His- 
tory. C< 'HI prising  a  History  ol 
the  Church  from  A.i>.  324-440. 
Translated  from  the  Greek.  To- 
gether with  the  Ecclesiastical 
History  of  Philostorgius,  as 
epitomised  by  Photius.  Trans- 
kted  from  the  Greek  by  Rev.  £. 
Wallord,  M.A.     y. 


Contmined  in  Bokris  Libraries. 
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SPINOZA»S  Chief  Works.  Trans- 
lated.with  Introduction,  by  R.H.M. 
Elwes.    2  vols.    5^.  each. 

STANLEY'S  dassified  Synopsis 
of  the  Principal  Painters  of  the 
Datoh  and  Flemish  Schools. 
By  George  Stanley.     5j. 

STARLINa*S  (Mls8)Noble  Deeds 
of  Women;  or,  Examples  of 
Female  Courage,  Fortitude,  and 
Virtue.    With    14  Steel  Engrav- 

STAUNTON'S  Ohess- Player's 
Handbook.  A  Popular  and  Scien- 
tific Introduction  to  the  Game. 
With  numerous  Diagrams,     t^s, 

Ohest  Praxis.    A  Supplement 

to  the  Chess-player's  Handbook. 
Containing  the  most  imp^irtant 
modern  improvements  in  the  Open- 
ing; Code  of  Chess  Laws;  and 
a  Selection  of  Morphy's  Games. 
Annotated.     ^. 

Ohess- player's   Companion. 

Comprising  a  Treatise  on  Odds, 
Collection  of  Match  Games,  and  a 
Selection  of  Original  Problems,  51. 

Chess  Tournament  of  1851. 


A  Collection  of  Games  played  at 
this  celebrated  assemblage.  With 
Introduction  and  Notes.     $j. 

STOCEHARDT'S  Experimental 
Chemistry.  A  Handbook  for  the 
Study  of  the  Science  by  simple 
experiments.  Edited  by  C.  W. 
Heaton,  F.C.S.  With  numerous 
Woodcuts.  New  Edition,  revised 
throughout.     51. 

STRABO'S  Geography.  Trans- 
lated by  W.  Falconer,  M.A., 
and  H.  C.  Hamilton.  3  vols. 
5j.  each. 

STRICKLAND'S  (Agnes)  Lives 
of  the  Queens  of  England,  from 
the  Norman  Conquest.  Revised 
Edition.  With  6  Portraits.  6  vols. 
51.  each. 


STRICKLAND'S  Life  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots.  2  vols.  51.  each. 

Lives  of  the  Tudor  and  Stuart 

Princesses.    With  Portraits.     5^. 

STUART  and  REVETT'S  Anti- 
quities of  Athens,  and  other 
Monuments  of  Greece ;  to  which 
is  added,  a  Glossary  of  Terms  used 
in  Grecian  Architecture.  With  71 
Plates  engraved  on  Steel,  and 
numerous  Woodcut  Capitals.     51. 

SUETONnrS'  Lives  of  theTwelve 
CsMars  and  Llyee  of  Uie  Qram- 
marlans.  The  translation  of 
Thomson,  revised  by  T.  Forester. 

SWIFT'S  Prose  Works.  Edited 
by  Temple  Scott.  With  a  Bio- 
graphical Introduction  by  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  E.  H.  Lecky,  iM.P. 
With  Portraits  and  Facsimiles. 
12  vols,  y,  6d.  each. 
[  Vols,  /.-  r/  &>  Vni.-X,  ready, 

I.— A  Tale  of  a  Tub,  The  Battle 
of  the  Books,  and  other 
early  works.  Edited  by 
Temple  Scott.  With  a 
Biographical  Introduction 
by  the  Right  Hon. 
W.    E,   H.  Lecky,  M.  P. 

11 — The  Journal  to  .Stella.  Edited 
by  Frederick  Ryland,M.A. 
With  2  Portraits  of  Stella, 
and  a  Facsimile  of  one  of 
the  Letters. 

in.&  IV.  —Writings  on  Religion  and 
the  Church.  Edited  by 
Temple  Scott. 

v.— Historical  and  Political 
Tracts  (English).  Edited 
by  Temple  Scott. 

VI. — The  Drapier's  Letters. 
Wiih  facsimiles  of  Wood's 
Coinage,  &c.  Edited  by 
Temple  Scott. 

VII.— Historical  and  Political 
Tracts  (Irish). 
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Swift's  Prose  Works  continued, 

VIII.—GulUver's  Travels.  Edited 
by  G.  R.  Dennis.  With 
Portrait  and  Maps. 

IX.— Contributions  to  the  'Ex- 
aminer/ *Tatler/  'Spec- 
tator/ &c.  Edited  by 
Temple  Scott. 

X.— Historical  Writfaigs.  Edited 
by  Temple  Scott. 

XI, — Literary  Essajrs. 

[/«  preparation. 

XII. — Index  and  Bibfiography. 

[In  preparation, 

STOWE  (Mrs.H.B.)nnole  Tom's 
Cabin,  or  Life  among  the  Lowly. 
With  Introductory  Remarks  by 
Rev.  J.  Sherman.  With  8  full- 
page  Illustrations.     Jj.  6d, 

TAOITTJS.  The  Works  of.  Liter- 
ally translated.     2  vols.    5^.  each. 


TALES  OF  THE  GENn;  or,  the 
Delightful  Lessons  of  Horam,  the 
Son  of  Asmar.  Translated  from 
the  Persian  by  Sir  Charles  Morell. 
Numerous  Woodcuts  and  12  Steel 
Engravings.     51. 

TASSO'S  Jerusalem  Delivered. 
Translated  into  English  Spenserian 
Verse  by  J.  H.  Wiffen.  With  8 
Engravinfifs  on  Steel  and  24  Wood- 
cuts by  Thurston.     5^. 

TAYLOR'S  (Bishop  Jeremy) 
Holy  Living  and  Dying,  with 
Prayers  containing  the  Whole  Duty 
of  a  Christian  and  the  parts  of  De- 
votion fitted  to  all  Occasions  and 
furnished  for  all  Necessities.  35. 6d. 

TEN  'BBJNK.—See  Brink. 

TERENCE  and  PHJDDRUS. 
Literally  translated  by  H.  T.  Riley, 
M.  A.  To  which  is  added,  Smart's 
Metrical  Version  of  PHiCORus. 

THEOCRITUS,  BION,  MOS- 
OHUS.andTYRTJBUS.  Liter- 
(dly  translated    by  the    Rev.  J. 


Banks,  M.A.  To  which  are  ap- 
pended the  Metrical  Versions  of 
Chapman.     5/. 

THEODORET  andEVAGRIUS. 
Histories  of  the  Church  from  a.d. 
332  to  A.D.  427 ;  and  from  a.d. 
431  to  A.D.  544.  Translated  from 
the  Greek.    51. 

THIERRY'S  HlBtory  of  the 
Conquest  of  England  by  the 
NormanB;  its  Causes,  and  its 
Consequences  in  England,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  and  the  Continent. 
Translated  l^  William  HazUtt. 
2  vols.     3J.  dcL  each. 

THUCYDIDES.  The  Pelopon- 
nesianWar.  Literally  translated 
by  the  Rev.  H.  Dale.  2  vols. 
31.  6d,  each. 

An  Analysia  and  Summary 

of.  With  Chronological  Table  of 
Events,  <kc  By  J.  T.  Wheeler.  5j. 

THXTDIOHUM  (J.  L.  W.)  A  Trea- 
tise on  Wines:  their  Origin, 
Nature,  and  Varieties.  With  Prac- 
tical Directions  for  Viticulture  and 
Vinification.  By  J.  L.  W.  Thudi- 
chum,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.  (Lond.). 
Illustrated.     51. 

ITRE*S  rOr.  A.)  Cotton  Manulko- 
ture  of  Qreat  Britain,  systemati- 
cally investigated.  Revised  Edit, 
by  P.  L.  Simmonds.  With  150 
original  Illustrations.  2  vol&  5/. 
each. 

Philosophy  of  Manuikotures. 

Revised  Edition,  by  P.  L.  Sim- 
monds. With  numerous  Figures. 
Doublevolume.     Js.  6d. 

VASARI'S  Liyes  of  the  most 
Eminent  Painters,  Soulptors, 
and  Arohiteots.  Translated  by 
Mrs.  J.  Foster,  with  a  Commen- 
wry  by  J.  P.  Richter,  Ph.D.  6 
vols.     3x.  6J,  each. 

VIRaiL.  A  Literal  Prose  Trans- 
lation by  A.  Hamilton  Bryce, 
LL.D.,  F.R.S,E.    With  Portny^ 


Contained  in  Bohn*s  Libraries, 
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VOLTAIRB'S  Talei.  Translated 
by  R,  B.  Boswell.  Vol.  I.,  con- 
taining Bebouc,  MemnoQ,  Can- 
dide,  L'Ing6na,  and  other  Tales, 
y.  (id, 

'WAIiTOirS  Complete  Angler, 
or  the  G>ntemplative  Man's  Re- 
creation, by  Isaak  Walton  and 
Charles  Cotton.  Edited  by  Ed- 
ward Jesse.  To  which  is  added 
an  account  of  Fishinfr  Stations, 
Tackle,  &c.,  by  Henry  Q.  Bohn. 
With  Portrait  and  203  Engravings 
on  Wood  and  36  Engravings  on 
Steel.    5j. 

Lives  of  Donne,  Hooker,  Ao. 

New  Edition  revised  by  A.  H. 
Bullen,  with  a  Memoir  of  Izaak 
Walton  by  Wm.  DowUng.  With 
numerous  Illustrations.    5^. 

WXLUNOTON.Llfeof.  By 'An 
Old  Soldier.*  From  the  materials 
of  Maxwell.  With  Index  and  18 
Steel  E^ngravings.     5J. 

VlotorleB  of.   Su  Maxwell. 


WEBNBR'S  Templars  In 
Cyprus.  Translated  by  E.  A.  M. 
Lewis.    31.  &/. 

WESTROPP  (H.  M.)  A  Hand- 
book of  ArohsBOlogy,  Egyptian, 
Qreek,  Etruscan,  Roman.  By 
H.  M.  Westropp.  2nd  Edition, 
revised.  With  very  numerous 
Illustrations.     5^. 

WHITE'S  Natural  History  of 
Selbome,  with  Observations  on 
various  Parts  of  Nature,  and  the 
Naturalists'  Calendar.  With  Notes 
by  Sir  William  Jardine.  Edited 
by  Edward  Jesse.  With  40  Por- 
traits and  coloured  Plates.     51. 


WHBATLEyS  A  Rational  lUus- 
tration  of  the  Book  of  Ck>mmon 
Prayer,    y.  6^. 

WHEELER'S  Noted  Names  of 
Fiction,  Dictionary  of.  Includ- 
ing also  Familiar  Pseudonyms, 
Surnames  bestowed  on  Eminent 
Men,  and  Analogous  Popular  Ap 
pellations  otten  referred  to  in 
Literature  and  Conversation.  By 
W.  A.  Wheeler,  M.A.    Si. 

WIESBLBR'S  Ohronologioal 
Synopsis  of  the  Four  Gospels. 
Translated  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
Venables.     3j.  ^(L 

WILLIAM  of  MALMBSBURY'S 
Chronicle  of  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
land, from  the  Earliest  Peii  A 
to  the  Reign  of  King  Stephen. 
Translated  by  the  Rev.  J.  Sbarpe. 
Edited  by  J.  A.  Giles,  D.C.L.    51. 

XBNOPHON'S  Works.  Trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Watson, 
M.A.,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Dale.  In 
3  vols.    5j,  each. 

YOUNG  (Arthur).  Travels  in 
France  during  the  years  1787, 
1788.  and  1789.  Edited  by 
M.  Betham  Edwards.    31.  6^. 

Tour  in  Ireland,  with 


General  Observations  on  the  state 
of  the  country  during  the  years 
1776  -  79.  Edited  by  A.  W. 
Hutton.  With  Complete  Biblio- 
graphy by  J.  P.  Andersoui  and 
Map.     2  vols.    3J.  6</.  each. 

YXJLE-TIDB  STORDBS.  A  Col- 
lection of  Scandinavian  and  North- 
German  Popular  Tales  and  Tra- 
ditions, from  the  Swedish,  Danish, 
and  German.  Edited  by  B.Thorpe. 

5^. 
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/^EW    AND    FORTHCOMING    VOLUMES    Ofi 

BONN'S  LIBRARIES. 


THE  PROSE  WORKS  OF  JONATHAN  SWIFT.  Edited  by 
Temple  Scott.  With  an  Introduction  by  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  H» 
Lecky,  M.P.     In  ii  volumes,  ys.  6d.  each. 

Vol.  I.—*  A  Tale  of  a  Tub/  *  The  BaUle  of  the  Books,'  and  other 
early  works.  Edited  by  Temple  Scott.  With  Introduction  by  the 
Right  Hon.  W.  E.  II.  Lecky,  M.P.     Portrait  and  Facsimiles. 

Vol.  II.— *  The  Journal  to  Stella.'  Edited  by  F.  RyUnd,  Mj\. 
With  a  Facsimile  Letter  and  two  Portraits  of  Stella. 

Vols.  III.  and  IV. — Writings  on  Religion  and  *he  Church. 
Edited  by  Temple  Scott.     With  portraits  and  facsimiles  of  title  pages. 

Vol.  V. —Historical  and  Political  Tracts  (English).  Edited  by 
Temple  Scott.     With  Portrait  and  Facsimiles. 

Vol.  VI.— Tlie  Drapier's  Letters.  Edited  by  Temple  Scott.  With 
Portrait.  Reproductions  of  Wood's  Coinage  and  facsimiles  of  title 
pages. 

Vol.  VIII.— Gulliver's  Travels.  Edited  by  G.  R.  Dennis.  With 
the  original  Maps  and  Illustrations. 

Vol.  IX — Contribudons  to  *  The  TaUer,'  *  The  Examiner,'  *  The 
SpecUtor,'  and  *  The  Intelligencer.'  Edited  by  Temple  Scott.  With 
Portrait. 

Vol.  X.— Historical  Writings.  Edited  by  Temple  Scott.  With 
Portrait. 

PRESCOTT'S  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO.  Copyright  ediUon, 
with  the  author's  latest  corrections  and  additions,  and  the  notes  of 
John  Foster  Kirk.  With  an  introduction  by  George  Parker  Winship. 
3  vols.     3J.  6</.  each. 

PRESCOTT'S  CONQUEST  OF  PERU.  Copyright  edition. 
Edited  by  John  Foster  Kirk.    2  vols.    3^.  6a\  each. 

PRESCOTT'S  FERDINAND  AND  ISABELLA.  Copyright 
edition.     Edited  by  John  Foster  Kirk.     3  vols,     y,  (>d,  each. 

GRAY'S  LETTERS.  Edited  by  Duncan  C  Tovey,  M.A.,  Editor  of 
'Gray  and  his  Friends/  &c.,  late  Clark  Lecturer  at  Trinity  College* 
Cambridge.     Vol.  I.    y,  (>d.  [  W.  //.  in  tk€  Press, 

CICERO'S  LETTERS.  The  whole  extant  Correspondence.  Trans* 
lated  by  Evelyn  S.  Shuckburgh,  M.A.     In  4  vols.    5J«  each. 


BELL'S   HANDBOOKS 

OF 

THE   GREAT    MASTERS 

IN   PAINTING  AND  SCULPTURE. 

Edited  by  G.  C.  WILLIAMSON,  Litt.D. 

Post  8vo.     With  40  Illustrations  and  Photogravure  Frontispiece.  $s,  net  each. 


Thf  following  Volumes  have  been  issued  : 

ANDREA  DEL  SARTO.    By  H.  Guinness.    2nd  Edition. 

BERNARDINO  LUINL  By  George  C  Williamson,  Litt.D.  2nd  Edition. 

BOTTICELLI.     By  A.  Strketer. 

BR  U  N  ELLESCH  I.    By  Leader  Scott. 

CARLO    CRIVELLL      By  G.    McNeil    Rushforth,    M.A. 

CORREGGIO.     By  Selwyn  Brinton,  M.A. 

DONaTKLLO.    By  Hope  Rea. 

FRANCIA     By  George  C,  Williamson,  Litt.D. 

GERARD  DOU.     By  Dr.  W.  Martin.     Translated  hy  Clara  Bell. 

GIORGIONE.    By  Herbert  Cook,  M.A. 

GIOTTO.     By  F.  Mason  Perkins. 

LUCA  DELLA  ROBBIA.    By  the  Marcheba  Burlamacchi. 

LUCA  SIGNORELLI.     By  Maud  CRUTrwELL.     2nd  Edition. 

MANTEGNA.     By  Maud  Cruttwell. 

MEMLINC.    By  W.  H.  James  Weale. 

MICHEL  ANGELO.      By  I>ord   Ronald  Sutherland  Gowrr,   M.A., 
F.S.A. 

PERUGINO.    By  G.  C.  Williamson,  Litt.D. 

PIERO  DELLA  FRANCESCA.     By  W.  G.  Waters,  M.A. 

PINTORICCHIO.    By  Evelyn  March  Phillipps. 

RAPHAEL.    By  H.  Strachky.    2nd  Edition. 

REMBRANDT.     By  Malcolm  Bell. 

SODOM  A.     By  the  Coniessa  Lorenzo  Priuli-Bon. 

TINl  ORETTO.     By  J.  B.  Stougiiton  Holborn,  M.A. 

VELASQUEZ.    By  R.  A.  M.  Stevenson.    3rd  Edition. 

WATTEAU.     By  Edgcumbe  St  ale  y,  B.A. 

WILKIE.     By  Lord  Ronald  Sutherland  Gower,  M.A.,  F.S.A. 

In  preparation, 
EL  GRECO      By  Manuel  B.  Cossio,  Litt.D.,  Ph.D. 
GAUDENZIO  FERRARL     By  Ethel  Halsey. 
LEONARDO  DA  VINCI.     By  Edward  McCurdy,  M.A. 
PAOLO  VERONESE.    By  Roger  E.  Fry. 

Others  tofolhw. 


THE 

CHISWICK  SHAKESPEARE. 

Illustrated  by  BYAM  SHAW 
With  Introductions  and  Glossaries  by  JOHN  DENNIS. 


Printed  at  the  Chiswick  Press,  pott  8vo.,  price  tj.  6d,  net  per  volume, 
in  cloth,  gilt ;  or  zr.  net  in  limp  leather ;  also  a  few  copies,  on  Japanese 
vellum,  to  be  sold  only  in  sets,  price  51.  net  per  volume. 

Now  Complete  in  39  Volumes. 

ALL'S  WELL  THAT  ENDS  LOVE'S  LABOUR'S  LOST  - 

WELL.  MACBETH. 

ANTONY  AND  CLEOP  VTR A.  MEASURE  FOR  MEASURE. 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT.  MERCHANT  OF  VENICE. 

COMEDY  OF  ERRORS.  MERRY  WIVES  OF  WINDSOR. 

CORIOLANUS.  MIDSUMMER-NIGHTS  DREAM. 

CYMBELINE.  MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING. 

HAMLET.  OTHELLO. 

JULIUS  CitSAR.  PERICLES. 

KING  HENRY  IV.     Part  I.  ROMEO  AND  JULIET. 

KING  HENRY  IV.     Part  II.  THE  TAMING  OF  THE  SHREW. 

KING  HENRY  V.  THE  TEMPEST. 

KING  HENRY  VI.     Part  I.  TIMON  OF  ATHENS. 

KING  HENRY  VI.     Part  II.  TITUS  ANDRONICUS. 

KING  HENRY  VI.     Part  III.  TROILUS  AND  CRESSIDA. 

KING  HENRY  VIIL  TWELFTH  NIGHT. 

KING  JOHN.  TWO  GENTLEMEN  OF  VERONA. 

KING  LEAR.  WINTER'S  TALE. 

KING  RICHARD  IL  POEMS. 

KING  RICHARD  III  SONNETS. 


*  A  fascinating  little  edition.'— A'"**//*  and  Queries. 

*  A  cheap,  very  comely,  and  altogether  desirable  edition.'  —Wettminster  Gauttt. 
But  a  few  years  ago  such  volumes  would  have  been  deemed  worthy  to  be  considered 

Mitwns  de  luxe.    To-day,  the  low  price  at  which  they  are  offered  to  the  public  alone 
prevents  them  being  so  regpxdtA.'— Studio. 

*  Handy  in  shape  and  size,  wonderfully  cheap,  beautifixlly  printed  from  the  Cam- 
bridge text,  and  illustrated  quaintly  yet  admirably  by  Mr.  Bjram  Shaw,  we  have  nothing 
but  praise  for  it.  No  one  who  wanu  a  good  and  convenient  Shakespeare— without 
excursuses,  discursuses,  or  even  too  many  notes— can  do  better,  in  our  opinion,  than 
subscribe  to  this  issue :  which  is  saying  a  good  deal  in  these  days  of  cheap  rqtrints.'— 
Vamty  Fair, 

'What  we  like  about  these  elegant  booklets  is  the  attention  that  has  been  paid  to  th« 

Siper,  as  well  as  to  the  print  and  decoration ;  such  stout  laid  paper  wilt  last  for  ages, 
n  this  account  alone,  the  'Chiswick*  skouUl  easily  bt  first  among  pocket  SbSte. 
h^Ksat^:— Pall  Malt  GautU, 


(        89        ) 
New  BditionB,  foap.  8to.  8#.  6d.  each  net. 

THE    ALDINE    EDITION 

OF  THS 

BRITISH      POETS. 

*Tbif  exodlent  edition  of  the  Bngliah  olftwrioe,  with  their  complete  texts  and 
■cholarly  introdnotionB,  ore  aomethinir  very  different  from  the  cheap  Tolnmee  of 
estrMte  which  are  jut  now  so  mnoh  too  common.'— St.  Jam§t^»  OoMwtU, 

*  An  excellent  aeries.    Small,  handy,  and  complete.' — Saturday  RtvUv}, 


Akenaide.  Edited  by  Bev.  A.  Dyoe. 
Seattle.  Edited  by  Bev.  A.  Dyoe. 
^Blake.    Edited  by  W.  M.  Boesetti. 

•Bums.  Edited  by  Q.  A.  Aitken. 
StoIs. 

Butler.  Edited  by  B.  B.  Johnson. 
8  Tola. 

Campbell.  Edited  by  His  Bon- 
in-law,  the  Rot.  A.  W.  HilL  With 
Memoir  hj  W.  AlUngham. 

Ohatterton.    Edited  by  the  Bey. 

W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.    8  yoK 

Ohanoer.  Editedby Dr. B.Morris, 
withMemoirhjSirH.  Nicolas.  6  vols. 

Ohnrohlll.  Edited  by  Jas.  Hannay. 

StoIs. 

*Ooleildge.  Edited  by  T.  Ashe, 
B.A.    8  Tols. 

Ck>llln8.  Edited  by  W.  Moy 
Thonuw. 

Oowper.  Edited  by  John  Bmoe, 
F.S.A.    3  Tols. 

Dryden.  Edited  by  the  Bev.  B. 
Hooper,  M.A.    5  yoIs 

Goldsmith.  Bevised  Edition  by 
Austin  Dob»on.    With  Portrait. 

*aray.  Edited  by  J.  Bradshaw, 
LL.D. 

Herbert.  Edited  by  tbe  Bev  A.  B. 
Qroaait. 

*Herriok.  Edited  by  Qeorge 
Baintsburjr.    8  vols. 

*Keat8.  Edited  by  the  late  Lord 
Honghton. 


Klrke  White.  Edited,  with  a 
Memoir,  by  Sir  H.  Nicolas. 

Milton.  Edited  by  Dr.  Bradshaw. 
StoIs. 

Pamell.    Edited  by  Q.  A.  Aitken. 

Pope.  Edited  by  Q.  B.  Dennis 
With  Memoir  by  John  Dennis.    8  toIs 

Prior.  Edited  by  B.  B.  Johnson 
StoIs. 

Ralel^  and  Wotton.  With  Se- 
lections from  the  Writings  of  other 
OOUBTLY  POSTS  from  1540  to  1650. 
Edited  by  Yen.  Archdeacon  Hannah, 
D.O.L. 

Rogers.  Edited  by  Edward  Bell, 
M.A. 

Soott  Edited  by  John  Dennis. 
5  vols. 

Shakespeare's  Poems.    Edited  by 

Roy.  a.  I>yce. 

Shelley.  Edited  by  H.  Baxton 
Forman.    5  vols. 

Spenser.  Edited  by  J.  Payne  Col- 
lier.   6  ToLs. 

Surrey.    Edited  by  J.  Yeowell. 

Swift  Edited  hj  the  Bev.  J. 
Mitford.    3  vols. 

Thomson.    Edited  by  the  Bev.  D. 

0.  Tovey.    2  yols. 

Vaughan.  Saored  Poems  and 
Pions  Bjaonlations.  Bdited  by  the 
BcT.  U.Ijyte. 

Wordsworth.  Edited  by  Prof. 
Dowden.    7  vols. 

WyaU     Edited  by  J.  YeoweU. 

Young  3  Yols.  Edited  by  the 
BcT.  J.  Mitford. 


•  These  Yolnmes  may  also  be  had  bonnd  in  Irish  linen,  with  design  in  gold  on  side 
and  back  by  Gleeson  White,  and  gilt  top,  3c  6d.  each  net. 


THE    ALL-ENGLAND    SERIES. 

HANDBOOKS  OP  ATHLETIC   GAMES. 

The  only  Serlei  Iwraed  at  a  moderate  prloej  by  Writers  who  are  In 
the  flrtt  rank  in  their  reepeotlve  departments. 

*  The  belt  inrtmotion  on  games  and  iports  by  the  best  anthorities,  at  the  lowest 
prioei.' — Oxford  Magagin*. 

Small  8to.  cloth,  Illnstratod.    Price  Is.  caoh. 

Cycling.  ByH.H.GRirFiH,LJL.C., 
N.C.U..  O.T.C.  With  a  Ohaptor  for 
LadU  P,  by  Misn  AoiXBS  Woop.  Doable 
vol.    2e. 

Wrestling.     By  Walrb  Abm. 

8TB0H0  {'GrosB-bnttocker'). 

Broadsword  and  Slnglestdok. 
By  R.  G.  ALLANSOV.Wnnr  andO.  Phil* 

LIPPB-WOLLKT. 

Gymnastics.     By  A.  P.  Jkhkih. 

Dcnble  toI.  2s. 

GymnasUo  Competition  and  Dis- 
play Exercises.  Oooipiled  by 
F.  Graf. 

Indian  Clubs  By  G.  T.  B.  Cob- 
BKTT  and  A.  F.  Jshkxh. 

Dumb-bells.    By  P.  Graf. 

Football  —  Rugby  Game.  By 
Habut  YassaUk 

Football — Association  G«me.  By 

0.  W.  Alcocb.    RerUed  Bdltion. 
Hockey.     By    P.    8.    Cbsswkll. 

Now  Edition. 

Skating.  By  Douolas  Adams. 
With  a  Chapter  for  Ladies,  by  Miss  L. 
Ohsktbaii,  and  a  Chapter  on  Speed 
Skating,  by  a  Fen  Skater.  DbL  yoL  2s. 

Baseball.    By  Nbwton  Cranb. 

Rounders,  Fleldball,  BowIb. 
Quoits,  Curling,  SkitUes,   fto 

By  J.  M.  Walkkr  and  0.  0.  Mott. 

Dancing.      By  Edwabo   Soott. 

Oonble  vol.    2$ 


Cricket.    By  the  Hon.  and  Rev. 

B.  Ltttsltok. 
Croquet    By  Lieut. -Col.  the  Hon. 

H.  0.  Nrsdhak. 
Lawn   Tennis.     By   H.  W.   W. 

WiLBKRronci.     With  a  Chapter  for 

Ladies,  by  Mrs.  Hilltahd. 
Squash  Tennis.    By  Eustacb  H. 

Miles.    Doable  vol.    2s. 

Tennis  and  Rackets  and  Fives. 

By  Julian  Marshall,  Major  J.  Spxxrs, 
and  Rev.  J.  A.  Arnav  Tait. 

Golf.      By    H.    S.    0.    Everard. 
Double  vol.    2«. 

Rowing  and  Sculling.    By  W.  B. 

WOODGATS. 

Sailing.  By  E .  P.  Eniobt,  dbl.vol.  2f . 

Swimming.    By  Mabtin  and  J. 

Raostrr  Cobbctt. 
Camping  out    By  A.  A.  Maodon- 

ELL.    Double  voL    2s. 

Canoeing.    By  Dr.  J.  D.  Hatwabd. 

Donble  voL    28. 

Mountaineering.    By  Dr.  Glaudb 

WiLSOH.    Double  vol.    2b. 
Athletics.    By  H.  H.  Gbiftib. 
Riding.     By   W.  A.  Ebbb,    V.G. 

Double  voL   2t. 
Ladles' Riding.  ByW.AEBBB,y.C. 
Boxing.  By  B.  G.  AiiLAKsoM-Wnm. 

With  Prefatory  Note  by  Bat  MuIUns. 
Fencing.   By  H.  A.  Colxobb  Dunn . 


THE  CLUB  SERIES  OF  CARD  AND  TABLE  GAMES. 
No  weU-rejTUlated  club  or  country  house  should  be  without  this  useful  series  of  books  ' 
Small  Svo.  cloth,  lUnstrated.     Price  Is  each.  Qlob^ 


Whist  By  Dr.  Wm.  Polb,  P.R.S. 
Solo  Whist  By  Bobbbt  P.  Gbbbn. 
Billiards.     By  Major-Oen.  A.  W. 

DRATSOir,  F.E.A.S.     With  a  Pretaoe' 

bv  W.  J.  Peall. 
Billiards.     By  J.  P.  Buchanan, 

Double  voL  28. 
Chess.    By  Robert  F.  Green. 
The  Two-Move  Chess  Problem. 

By  B.  G.  Laws. 
Chess  Openings.  By  I.  Gdh^ bsbo. 
Draughts  and  Backganmion. 

By  '  Bkbksi  rt.' 

Reyend  and  Go  Bang* 

By  <  BnxKLBT.' 


Dominoes  and  SoUtaire. 

By  *  Bbrkblbt.' 
B6zique  and  Cribbage 

By  •  Bkrkxlbt.' 

Eoart^  and  Euchre. 

By  *  Brrkblst.' 

Piquet  and  Rubioom  Piquet. 

By '  Bbrxblbt.* 

Skat    By  Louis  Dibhl. 

•»*  A  Skat  Sooring-book.    Is. 

Round  Garnet,  ineluding  Poker, 

Napoleon,  Loo,  Vingt-et-oa,  fte.     By 
Baxtxr-Wrat. 

Parlour  and  Playground  (Hmm, 
By  Mrs.  Laubbbob  Qokxb. 


I 


BELL'S  CATHEDRAL  SERIES. 

Profusely  Illustrated^  cloth ^  crown  Svo.   is,  6d.  net  each, 

ENGLISH  CATHEDRALS.  An  Itinerary  and  Description.  Compiled  by  James  O. 
GiLCiiKisT,  A.M  ,  M.D.  Revised  and  edited  with  an  Introduction  on  Cathedi-al 
Architecture  by  the  Rev.  T.  Perkins,  M.A.,  F.R.A.S. 

BRISTOL.     By  H.  J.  L.  J»  Ma-is*,  MA. 

CANTERBURY.    By  Hartley  Withers.    4th  Edition. 

CARLISLE      ByC.  King  Eley. 

CHESTER.     By  Chari  Ks  Hiatt.    and  Edition,  revised. 

CHICHESTER.     By  H.  C.  Corlbtte,  A.R.I.B.A. 

DURHAM.     By  T.  E.  Bygate,  A.R.C.A.    and  Ediuon,  revised. 

ELY.     By  Rev.  W.  D.  Swbeting      M.A. 

EXETER.     By  Percy  Audleshaw,  B.  A.     and  Edition,  revised. 

GLOUCESTER.     By  H.  J.  L  J.  MASSit,  M.A.     and  Edition. 

HEREFORD.    By  A.  Hugh  Fisher,  A.R.E.    and  Edition,  revised. 

LICHFIELD.     By  A.  B.  Clifton,    and  Edition. 

LINCOLN.     By  A.  F.  Kendrick,  B.A.     3rd  Edition. 

MANCHESTER.     By  Rev.  T.  Perkins,  M.A. 

NORWICH.     By  C.  H.  B.  Quennell.     and  Edition. 

OXFORD.     By  Rev.  Pekcy  Dearmer,  M.A.     and  Edition,  revised. 

PETERBOROUGH.     By  Rev.  W   D.  Sweetimc.    and  Edition,  revised. 

RIPON.     By  Cecil  Halleti-,  B.A. 

ROCHESTER.     By  G.  H.  Palmer,  B.A.     and  Edition,  revi:.ed. 

ST.  ALBANS.     By  Rev.  T.  Perkins,  M.A. 

S  r.  DAVIDS.    By  Philip  Robson,  A.R.I.B.A. 

ST.  PAUL'S.     By  Rev.  Arthur  Dimock,  M.A.     3rd  Edition,  revisctl. 

SALISBITRY.     By  Gleeson  White.     3rd  Edition,  revised. 

SOUTHWELL.     By  Rc%'.  Arthur  Dimock,  M.A.     and  Edition,  revised. 

WELLS.     By  Rev.  Percy  Dbarmer,  M.A.    3rd  Edition. 

WI NCH  FS I  ER.    By  P.  W.  Sergeant,    and  Edition,  revised. 

WORCESTER.     By  E.  F.  Strange,    and  Edition. 

YORK.    By  A.  Clutton-Brock,  M^,    3rd  Edition. 

Preparing, 
ST.  ASAPH  and  BANGOR.     By  P.  B.        LLANDAFF.    By  Herbert  Prior. 

Ironside  Bax.  g^,     PATRICK  S,    DUBLIN.      By    the 


GLASGOW.     By  P.  MACGRBCojt  Chal 
liBRS,  I.A.,  F.S.A.(Scot.). 


Rev.  J.  H.  Bernard,  M.A.,  D.D. 


/  Uniform  with  abavt  Strut,    Now  ready,    xs.  td.  net  tack. 

ST.    MARTIN'S   CHURCH,    CANTERBURY.      By  the   Rev.  Canon   Routledgb, 
M.A.,  F.S.A. 

BEVERLEY   MINSTER.     By  Chaklbs  Hiatt. 

WIM BORNE    MINUTER     and    CHRISTCHURCH     PRIORY.      By   the    Rev.   T. 
Perkins,  M..A,. 

TEWKESBURY  ABBEY  AND  DEERHURST  PRIORY.   By  H,  J.  L.  J,  Mass*,  M.A 

B.\TH  ABBEY,  MALMESBURY  ABBEY,  and  BRADFORD-ON-AVON  CHURCH. 
By  Rev.  T.  Perkins,  M.A. 

WESTMINSTER  ABBEY.    By  Charles  Hiatt. 

STRATFORD-ON-.WON  CHURCH.     By  Hakold  Baker. 


BELL5    HANDBOOKS    TO    CONTINENTAL    CHURCHES. 

Profusely  Illustrated,     Crown  8iw,  cloth ^  zs,  (>d.  net  each, 

CHARTRES  :  The  Cathedral  and  Other  Churches.    By  H.  J.  L.  J.  Mass*,  M.A. 
ROUEN  :  The  Cathedral  and  Other  Churches.  By  the  Rev.  T.  Perkins,  M.A. 
AMIENS      By  the  Rev.  T.  Perkins,  M.A. 
PARIS  (NOTRE-DAME).    By  Charles  Hiatt. 
MONT  ST.  MICHEL.    By  H.  J.  L.  J.  Mass^  M.A. 


